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ELECTION

Rains stays red,
Texas flips blue

WESTYN MANDRELL FOUNDATION

Foundation holds 4th Annual Westyn’s Run 5K

By JENNIFER HILL
Rains County Leader contributor

The drizzling rain held off just long 
enough last Saturday to get a good start 
on the 4th Annual Westyn’s Run 5K, a 
memorial run put together by the 
Westyn Mandrell Foundation. The 
foundation exists to bring awareness 
about an anti-choking device and how 
it has saved the lives of many adults and 
children.

They are keenly aware of how their 
own lives could have been different had 
they known about and had access to 
one. Westyn Bryan Mandrell choked on 
a sliver of fruit on November 8, 2022, 

when he was 18-months old.
Choking of an infant is the fourth 

leading cause of death in children, and 
it can possibly be avoided with the use 
of an anti-choking device.

The foundation is on a mission to 
place a Life-Vac device in as many 
schools and restaurants as they can. 
The annual 5K race is one avenue for 
raising the funds needed to purchase 
these devices.

Three categories of runners were 
given medals at the conclusion of the 
race for first, second and third place. 
Adult Male winners were DJ Ivy, Calvin 
Wilkes and Benny Higginbotham. 
Adult Female winners were Brooklyn 

May, Alyssa Trammel and Skylar Con-
ner. Winners in the school-age category 
were Max Zuniga, Levi West and Dillon 
West. In addition to the 5K race, there 
were options for a one-mile Fun Run, 
and  a Wee Little Race of a quarter mile 
for the little kids. With the event falling 
on Halloween this year, participants 
and attendees were encouraged to dress 
in costume for a contest. There were 82 
total runners and 16 total vendors. The 
Rains High School Student Council and 
Miss Rains County Allie Wallace were 
on hand to volunteer. 

For more information, visit www.
westynmandrellfoundation.org or www.
lifevac.net

Leader Photos by CHUCK FITTS

Runners take off quick, fast and in a hurry during the 4th Annual Westyn’s Run 5K held Saturday, October 31. Participants in the 5K 
and Fun Run started together, while the Wee Little Race had a separate start 15 minutes later.

Eric Velasquez

Lana Carlisle

EMORY

Lana Carlisle finds working on Veterans Parade rewarding

SEARCH FOR LIVING DONOR

The Wait of a Lifetime: Eric Velasquez needs a kidney

By JUDY KRAMER
Rains County Leader staff

Lana Carlisle finds working with 
family and friends on the Veterans Day 
Parade in Emory to be a blessing and re-
warding. Before the Covid pandemic, 
she helped with the parade, but took a 
break after losing her Air Force veteran 
husband Jerry Carlisle. She became in-
volved again three years ago, helping 
make the event and she “thanks the 
Lord” for enabling her to do what she 
does. She said a lot of people are in-
volved in the parade, which will travel 
down Hwy. 19 on November 7, at 
11:00 a.m., followed by a ceremony on 
the square celebrating our country’s 
250th birthday.

 “People like Griselda Chalk, Presi-
dent of the American Legion Post 156 
Auxiliary; Karen Young, the Grand 
Marshal of the parade; friend Diana 
Weeks, a tireless worker; my grandson 
Jake Oxford and other family members 
are just a few of the people representing 
the backbone of this celebration,” said 
Carlisle. “The Rains County Road and 
Bridge Department and the Sheriff’s 
Office are putting out flags, and I just 
try to put things together. It is an 
honor.”

Carlisle said the parade will last 
about 30 minutes and that her brother-
in-law will be dressed as Captain Amer-
ica when he drives the Grand Marshall 
on the parade route. Carlisle’s son-in-
law will be dressed as Abraham Lincoln 

when he drives Audie Murphy’s nieces, 
and Carlisle’s niece, Stephanie Sanders, 
is decorating a seven-foot cake out of 
Styrofoam to celebrate our country’s 
250th birthday. Good friends of Carlisle 
will be dressed as George and Martha 
Washington on a float with a ringing 
Liberty Bell and “Let Freedom Ring,” 
music.  There will be floats with themes 
about Vietnam, Pearl Harbor, and 
many more conflicts with songs played 
for each era represented. Twenty-five 
Gold Stars, representing U.S. military 
personnel who have lost their lives in 
the current conflict, will be placed on 
windows of the courthouse. Blue Stars, 
representing families with military per-

By JENNIFER HILL
Rains County Leader staff

Recently, a member of the Emory 
Baptist Church (EBC) came into the 
office, desperately trying to think of a 
way to help local resident, Eric Ve-
lasquez, find a new kidney. He is in 
end-stage renal failure.

Velasquez, currently a deacon at the 
church, moved to Emory as a 23-year-
old in 1992 to serve as a youth minister 
for EBC. He moved from Duncanville 
and freely admits he had been addicted 
to drugs in his youth and had been to 
rehab. It was during that time that, 
through prayer, he decided to dedicate 
his life to the Lord.

He began his ministry working with a 

church in Palestine, and then with First 
Baptist Church in Athens, while at-
tending Trinity Valley Community 
College. He was there for a couple of 
years.

After landing at EBC in 1992, he 
soon met his wife, Lisa, when he “just 
about ran her over.” Lisa said that she 
was going to open the door and Eric was 
“boisterously coming out the door.” He 
recalls that he told her on their second 
date that he was either going to marry 
her or someone like her.

Lisa’s response to him was one of ap-
prehension. “I thought, ooo-kay...,” 
then continues, “At the time I did re-
ally like him, but at the time I thought 
sure...sure you are. I didn’t have any in-
tentions of getting married at all – he 

was just a friend. God really was orches-
trating the relationship.”

Lisa relates that at the time in Rains 
County, and within EBC itself, there 
had been so many divorces, and said, 
“Why would I want to do that?”

Eric was still attending school at the 
time – he was part time with the 
church, and says he and Lisa dated for 
five years before getting married. The 
couple will celebrate their 29th wed-
ding anniversary on the 22nd of this 
month.

A couple of years later, Terry’s Furni-
ture gave him his first opportunity in 
the furniture business when their 
daughter, Emily, was born in 1999. For 

see SPOTLIGHT on page 3

see VELASQUEZ on page 3

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The voters of Rains County cast a 
majority of votes for Republican candi-
dates, while Texas saw a historic shift 
with the election of many Democratic 
candidates to state and federal offices.

Republican Jace Yarbrough was the 
top pick of local voters to represent 
them as the District 32 congressman in 
the United States House with 4,236 
votes while Dan Barrios received 827 
votes. He was elected to U.S. Congress 
on a 142,834 to 134,781 vote.

In the Texas House, Republican 
Cole Hefner retained is seat with 
54,192 votes to Democrat Hector 
Garza’s 16,229 votes. Rains County 
voters chose Hefner over Garza, 4,211 
to 832.

Democrat James Talarico was 
elected to the United States Senate 
over Republican Ken Paxton and be-
came the first Democratic senator from 
Texas since 1988. Rains County voters 
chose Paxton over Talarico, 4,037-910.

Incumbent Republican Governor 
Greg Abbott lost to Democrat Gina Hi-
nojosa. Hinojosa became the first 
Democratic governor since Ann 
Richards in 1994. Rains County voters 
voted for Abbott, 4,143 to 860.

Republicans continued to receive a 
majority of the votes in Rains County, 
but Democratic candidates were 
elected to all statewide offices in Texas 
including lieutenant governor, attorney 
general, state comptroller, commis-
sioner of agriculture and railroad com-
missioner.

The Democratic party will take con-
trol of the United States Senate and the 
United States House of Representa-
tives in January of 2027.



TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES

Stress is Serious
How much do you know 

and understand about stress? 
Stress is the body’s reaction to 
pressure, demands, and chal-

lenges and as 
we prepare to 
act, stress 
may present a 
mental, phys-
ical, and/or 
e m o t i o n a l 
response. A 
2022 survey 

by the American Psychologi-
cal Association found 76 
percent of respondents experi-
enced at least one symptom of 
stress in the previous month.

Stress does not always stem 
from negative experiences. 
Positive life changes, such as 
starting a new job, planning a 
wedding, spending time with 
family over the holidays, or 
welcoming a new baby, can 
also be stressful. At other 
times, stress comes from more 
difficult situations like illness, 
heavy workloads, financial 
woes, or family conflict. 
Regardless of where your 
stress comes from it is not 
something to be overlooked.

There are three main kinds 
of stress: acute, episodic acute 
and chronic.

Acute stress. Acute stress 
is short-term stress that comes 
and goes quickly. It can be 
positive or negative. It is the 
feeling you get when you are 
riding on a rollercoaster or 
having a fight with your loved 
one. Everyone experiences 
acute stress from time to time.

Episodic acute stress.
Episodic acute stress is when 
you experience acute stress on 
a regular basis. With this kind 
of stress, you never get the 
time you need to return to a 
calm, relaxed state. Episodic 
stress frequently affects people 
working in certain professions, 
like healthcare providers.

Chronic stress. Chronic 
stress is long-term stress, 
going on for weeks or months. 
You may experience chronic 
stress due to marriage trou-
bles, issues at work or finan-
cial problems. It is important 
to find ways to manage 
chronic stress because it can 
lead to health issues.

When you are experienc-
ing stress, your body releases 
cortisol and other stress hor-
mones. While this response 
can be helpful in short bursts, 
ongoing or chronic stress can 
take a toll on both mental and 
physical health. Long term 
exposure to stress may 

increase your risk for digestive 
issues and weight gain, anxi-
ety and depression, 
headaches, sleep difficulties, 
memory and concentration 
problems, high blood pressure, 
heart disease and stroke.

Stress is something we all 
experience from time to time 
but if you are experiencing 
stress over an extended 
period, you might need to 
evaluate and make a few 
changes to help eliminate 
some of your stressors. Stress-
reducing habits can be incor-
porated into your daily rou-
tine and small changes can 
make a big difference.

Stress may be reduced with 
even simple actions. Try 
taking a quick social break 
and send a message to a 
friend, even a simple “hello” 
can lift your mood. If it turns 
into a longer conversation, 
roll with it. Strong social 
connections are essential for 
emotional well-being.

Physical activity is always 
good for your mental and 
physical well-being, benefiting 
both your heart and your 
mind. Dance to your favorite 
song, go for a brisk walk, try 
hula-hooping, or sign up for 
that exercise class you have 
been curious about.

Getting enough rest can 
help you feel calmer, more 
focused, and more creative. 
Aim to power down earlier by 
turning off screens and wind-
ing down with a book or 
another relaxing activity. 
Most adults need about seven 
to nine hours of sleep each 
night.

Although breathing is 
automatic, mindful breathing 
can help activate your body’s 
relaxation response. Get com-
fortable and take a normal 
breath. Slowly inhale through 
your nose, filling your chest 
and belly. Let your stomach 
expand. Gently exhale 
through your mouth or nose. 
Repeat several times.

Managing stress does not 
have to be complicated. With 
small, enjoyable steps, you can 
support your health and find 
moments of calm throughout 
your day.

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact 903- 
473-4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming events or 
additional information please 
visit https://rains.agrilife.org/ or 
follow Rains County AgriLife 
on Facebook.

NEWS 
BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday 
in the building behind the 
public library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m. 
Hours for Thursday are 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will 
be open every Saturday in 
February from 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Funds go to buy food 
for the needy and to operate 
the center.

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

Advertising Works 903-473-2653Advertising
Works

903-473-2653

Advertising Works
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rainscountyleader.com
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To help you feel more in 
control of your money, con-
sider a simple budgeting 

plan.
An easy 

s t a r t i n g 
point is the 
5 0 / 3 0 / 2 0 
rule. Allo-
cate about 
50% of your 
income to 
needs such 

as housing and groceries, 
30% to wants — like dining 
out and streaming services 
and 20% to saving or paying 
down debt. It’s a framework 
you can adjust as your life 
changes.

If you’re not sure where 
your money goes, just 
observe for a few months. 
Check your accounts with-
out judgment, noting money 

coming in and going out.
Then, take small steps. 

Even 15 minutes a week 
reviewing your spending can 
make the process feel less 
daunting.

Budgeting apps can help, 
whether you prefer auto-
matic tracking or a more 
hands-on approach.

To stay on track, substi-
tuting or reducing expenses, 
creating more income as 
needed or adding a small 
cushion for unexpected 
expenses can help.

Simple steps can make 
budgeting feel more manage-
able, and you can better 
align your money with what 
really matters.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Simple budgeting tips
that fit real life

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

Tax season is here, but 
you still have time to make 
smart moves that may 

lighten your 
2025 tax 
burden.

C o n -
tributing to 
an IRA is 
one of the 
most popu-
lar strate-
gies. For 

2025, you can contribute up 
to $7,000, or $8,000 if you’re 
50 or older. Traditional IRA 

contributions may be tax-
deductible, while Roth IRAs 
offer tax-free growth.

If you have a high-
deductible health plan, con-
sider a Health Savings 
Account. These provide 
triple tax benefits: first, 
contributions reduce taxable 
income, second, growth is 
tax-free and finally with-
drawals for qualified medical 
expenses aren’t taxed. Limits 
for 2025 are $4,300 for 
individuals and $8,550 for 
families, plus an additional 

$1,000 if you’re 55 or older.
Are you self-employed? A 

retirement plan known as a 
SEP IRA lets you contribute 
up to 25 percent of compen-
sation, capped at $70,000.

Consult a tax professional 
to find the best options for 
your situation – and act 
before April 15.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor in Emory at 903-
473-1592.

Tax-saving moves you can still make for 2025

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

THE PUBLIC 
FORUM

LETTERS POLICY
The Rains County Leader welcomes letters to the editor 

on subjects of interest to its readers. Letters should be no 
longer than 350 to 400 words. Longer contributions may 
result in your letter being edited or not published. All letters 
must bear the original signature and a printed name, address 
and phone number for verification purposes. E-mailed letters 
must contain a phone number for verification purposes. 
Phone numbers will not be printed unless requested. 
Unverified letters will not be printed. Contributions are 
limited to one letter per household per month with at least 
two weeks between each letter. No fictitious letters will be 
printed. We will not knowingly publish letters that, in our 
opinion, libel, slander or threaten. We reserve the right to 
refuse to publish any letter. Letters to the editor are the 
views and opinions of the writer and do not reflect the 
editorial position of the editor or staff of the Rains County 
Leader.

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
number can only be used once in each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www.sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help
about how to play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

7 4 5 2
3 9

2 1 3
7 9

6 5
8 6

1 7 6
9 1

2 8 3 5

Commissioners reviewed 
an updated policy for having 
events on the Rains County 
Courthouse square. They 
noted some adjustments 
included setting events to 

only Saturday and Sunday, 
removing a ban on vendors, 
setting a 12 hour limit on 
events, and increasing the 
deposit to $1,000 with the 
right to reduce the amount 

of deposit returned due to 
damages, problems or secu-
rity.

COURT
Continued from page 1

As of press time, the Point 
water system remains under 
water restrictions and a boil 
water notice.

To sign up for alerts from 
the City of Point, go to the 
website, www.cityofpoint.org, 
and subscribe for alerts via 

email and text.
If you have any questions, 

contact the Point City Hall 
at 903-598-3296.

POINT
Continued from page 1

and political books and 
sometimes read fiction about 
wars and economics that 
caused a war or sanctions,” 
said Shaw.

He grew up in Caddo 
Mills but graduated from 
high school in Sherman. His 
medical training took place 
at Grayson College in Deni-

son where he earned an 
associate degree to become a 
paramedic and he also 
worked there on emergency 
management.

SPOTLIGHT
Continued from page 1

sponded to 25 calls during 
the month of March. The 
department categorized the 
calls as 16 emergency medi-
cal services calls, four fires, 
three public assists and two 
calls with no units available.

The next regular meeting 
of the Rains County ESD 
board is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 19, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Emory VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

SAVVY SENIORS

Where to Get Help with 
Medicare Decisions

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ll be 65 in a few months 

and could sure use some help 
sorting through all the confus-
ing Medicare options that are 
available to me. Where can I 
get help with my Medicare 
decisions?

– Baffled Bob

Dear Bob,
W i t h 

a r o u n d 
11,400 Baby 
B o o m e r s 
turning 65 
every day in 
2026, you’re 
asking a very 

timely question.
Many people approaching 

Medicare are confused by all 
the choices available today. 
In addition to original Medi-
care (Part A and B) that has 
been around for more than 
60 years, you also have the 
option of enrolling in a Part 
D prescription drug plan, 
and a supplemental (Medi-
gap) policy – both of which 
are sold by private insurance 
companies.

Another option is a 
Medicare Advantage plan. 
These plans, also offered by 
private insurers, bundle hos-
pital coverage, medical care, 
prescription drugs, and often 
extra benefits like vision, 
dental, and hearing into one 
policy. Most operate as 
HMOs or PPOs and require 
you to receive care within a 
defined network of providers 
in your area.

Medicare Advantage 
plans have also faced 
increased scrutiny in recent 
years over prior-
authorization requirements 
that can delay or deny 
certain services.

To help you determine 
which path makes the most 
sense for your situation, 
there are several reliable 
resources available, depend-
ing on how much assistance 
you need.

Tools and Resources
A good starting point is 

the “Medicare & You” hand-
book, which provides a clear 
overview of the program and 
your options. You can down-
load a copy at medicare.gov/
medicare-and-you, and you 
should receive a printed 
version in the mail about a 
month before your 65th 
birthday.

The Medicare website 
also features a helpful “Find 
a Medicare Plan” tool at 
medicare.gov/plan-compare
that allows you to compare 

health plans, prescription 
drug coverage, and supple-
mental policies available in 
your area. If you prefer to 
speak with someone directly, 
call Medicare at 800-633-
4227, and a representative 
can walk you through your 
options over the phone.

Another excellent free 
resource is your State Health 
Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (SHIP), which provides 
unbiased Medicare counsel-
ing either in person or by 
phone. To locate your local 
SHIP office, visit shiphelp.org
or call 877-839-2675.

You can also contact the 
Medicare Rights Center 
(medicarerights.org) at 800-
333-4114 for help with 
specific questions.

In addition, HealthMetrix 
Research publishes a free 
Cost Share Report at medi-
carenewswatch.com that com-
pares Medicare Advantage 
plans by area based on 
cost-sharing and health sta-
tus.

Get Help
If you’d like more hands-

on help, you can work with a 
Medicare insurance agent.

Keep in mind that agents 
are paid commissions by 
insurance companies, so it’s 
important to choose an inde-
pendent agent who repre-
sents multiple insurers – not 
just one. That gives you 
access to a broader range of 
options.

Also understand that 
commissions are typically 
higher for Medicare Advan-
tage plans than for Medigap 
and Part D policies used with 
Original Medicare. As a 
result, some agents may have 
a financial incentive to 
recommend Advantage cov-
erage. That doesn’t mean the 
advice is wrong, but it’s wise 
to ask questions and under-
stand all your choices before 
enrolling.

You can search for 
licensed agents through 
nabip.org, the website of the 
National Association of 
Benefits and Insurance Pro-
fessionals.

Taking the time now to 
compare your options care-
fully can help you avoid 
costly mistakes and give you 
confidence in the coverage 
you choose.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday in 
the building behind the pub-
lic library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-Wed. 
are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
closed noon-1:00 p.m. Hours 
for Thursday are 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Thrift sales will be 
open every Saturday in 
August from 8:00 a.m.-noon. 
Funds go to buy food for the 
needy and to operate the 
center.

Election workers 
needed

The Rains County Elec-
tions office is critically short 
of both Democrat and 
Republican election workers. 
Dedicated workers who are 
American citizens are 
needed. Call the elections 

office if you are interested in 
joining the Election Workers 
Team in Rains County, at 
903-473-5009.

American Legion 
Breakfast Sat.,
Sept. 12

Rabb Brothers Memorial 
American Legion Post #156 
will hold a breakfast buffet 
on Saturday, September 12, 
from 7:00-10:00 a.m. at the 
Post home at 215 N. Duffy 
St. in Emory. Takeouts are 
offered. Payment is by dona-
tion, which goes towards the 
upkeep of the home and for 
veterans’ projects.

Rains 42 
Everyone is welcome to 

play 42 and moon dominos 
Thursdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m. in 
the Meadows Room at the 
Rains County Library. New 
and experienced players are 

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday–Thursday in 
the building behind the public 
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory. 
Hours for Mon.–Wed. are 
8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., closed 
noon–1:00 p.m. Hours for 
Thursday are 8:00 a.m.–
noon. Thrift sales will be open 
every Saturday in October 
from 8:00 a.m.–noon. Funds 
go to buy food for the needy 
and to operate the center.

Angel Tree 
Application
Deadline Nov. 6

The 2026 Angel Tree 
applications are open and are 
only available online. Flyers 
with the link to apply 
available at each RISD cam-
pus and on the Rains County 
Angel Tree Facebook page.
Children must live in Rains 
County and be under the age 
of 18 or enrolled in RISD. 
Proof of residency is 
required. One application 
per child. Applications must 
be received by 11:59 p.m. 
on November 6. For more 
information, call or text 
903-662-8621 or email rain
scountyangeltree@gmail.com.

Angel Tree Angels 
available Nov. 7-8 

Angel Trees will be deliv-
ered to area businesses 
November 7-8. Locations 
include Sidekick’s Bar & 
Grill, Roma’s Restaurant, El 
Manna, Brookshire’s and 
Hooten’s Hardware. Gifts 
must be dropped off at one of 
these locations by December 
5, or may be dropped off at 
the Rains County Fair-
grounds December 5 from 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Those 
interested in volunteering 
can call or text 903-662-
8621, or email rainscountyan-
geltree@gmail.com. Those 
interested in making mone-
tary donations for Forgotten 
Angel Shopping may do so 
online at https://www.zeffy.
com/en-US/donation-form/
donate-to-rains-county-angel-
tree, or by mail at P.O. Box 
1071, Emory, TX 75440.

Toys For Tots 
Donation Boxes 
Available

Northeast Texas Toys For 
Tots now has 2026 donation 
boxes available. If your 
business or organization 
would like to host an official 
Toys For Tots donation box, 
apply today at HuntCountytx.
ToysForTots.org.

Veterans Day Parade 
Sat., Nov. 7

The Annual Veterans 
Day Parade will be held 
Saturday, November 7, at 
11:00 a.m. The parade will 
travel up Hwy 19 and around 
the square. There will be a 
ceremony to follow in front 
of the courthouse.

Veterans Day 
Program Wed.,
Nov. 11

Rains ISD and Lake 
Country Neighbors will host 
the annual Veterans Day 
Program, Wednesday, Nov. 
11, at Rains High School to 
honor all who served in a 
branch of the  military. 
Registration will begin at 
8:15 a.m. and the program 
begins at 9:00 a.m. For 
questions, contact Pam 
Gilliard at 903-473-2222, 
ext. 4112.

Grief Share Seminar 
Nov. 11

Surviving the Holidays is 
a 2-hour seminar for people 
grieving the death of a loved 
one. It will be held on 
Wednesday, November 11, 
from 2:00-4:00 p.m., at Wil-
son-Orwosky Funeral Home, 
803 N. Texas St., Emory. For 
more information, call Jor-
dan or Renee at Wilson-
Orwosky Funeral Home at 
903-437-3545 or email at 
wilsonorwosky@familyfh.
com.

American Legion 
Breakfast Sat.,
Nov. 14

Rabb Brothers Memorial 
American Legion Post #156 
will hold a breakfast buffet 
on Saturday, November 14, 
from 7:00-10:00 a.m. at the 
Post home at 215 N. Duffy 
St. in Emory. Takeouts are 
offered. Payment is by dona-
tion, which goes toward the 
upkeep of the home and for 
veterans projects.

Thanksgiving 
Luncheon
Nov. 17

The Women’s Service 
Club will serve a Thanksgiv-
ing Luncheon at the Emory 
Senior Center on Tuesday, 
November 17, at 11:00 a.m. 
A total of 75 meals will be 
served, with the seniors 
receiving first priority. Any 
remaining meals will be 
served to community mem-
bers on a first-come, first-
served basis. There is no 
charge for the meal. Dona-
tions will be gratefully 
accepted.

SLKC Fundraiser 
Thanksgiving Bake 
Sale Nov. 21

Salt & Light Kids Club (a 
501(c)(3) Christian home-
school learning and commu-
nity service club) is holding 
a fundraiser bake sale at 
Good Samaritans on Satur-
day, November 21, 8:00 a.m. 
– noon. A coffee and hot 
chocolate bar will also be 
available.

American Legion 
Dinner Sat., Nov. 21

Rabb Brothers Memorial 
American Legion Post #156 
will offer a dinner of Shep-
herd’s Pie with desserts and 

drinks on Saturday, Novem-
ber 21, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
at the Post home at 215 N. 
Duffy St. in Emory. Takeouts 
are offered. Payment is by 
donation, which goes toward 
the upkeep of the home and 
for veterans projects.

Blood Drive in
Yantis Nov. 23

The Carter BloodCare 
Bus will be set up at City 
National Bank in Yantis on 
Monday, November 23, from 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. To sign 
up, visit https//www.
grea tpar tner s . o rg /donor /
schedules/drive_schedule/
177150.

Community Seeds 
Christmas Dinner 
Dec. 3.

Community Seeds, a 
501c3 faith-based organiza-
tion serving families 
throughout Hunt and Rains 
County, will hold the 18th 
Annual Christmas Dinner, 
December 3, 6:00 p.m., at 
Caddo Creek Venue in 
Greenville. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. The fundraiser 
gala features a menu of 
garlic-buttery smoked prime 
rib with all the trimmings 
(chicken or prime rib pork 
chop also available) and 
dessert. There will be music 
by Faber & Friends, a very 
special guest (TBA) and a 
beautifully decorated venue. 
Individual tickets $125, Gold 
Sponsorship $3500, Plat-
inum Sponsorship $5500. 
Spaces limited. RSVP to 
(903)634-5673 or (903)634-
4444, or visit cseeds.org/gala.

RYSA Stew
Cook-off Dec. 5

The Rains Youth Sports 
Association will host their 
First Annual Stew Cook-off 
competition on Saturday, 
December 5, at the RYSA 
park in Emory. Categories 
include beef entry, chicken 
entry, cornbread and cob-
bler. Entry deadline is 
Monday, November 30.
Forms and fees may be 
submitted at Sidekicks Bar & 
Grill, Your Favorite Place 
Sports Bar, or Country Flow-
ers & Gifts. Gates will open 
to the public at 11:00 a.m. 
Tickets may be purchased for 
$10 each, which will get you 
a bowl and utensils and 
allows all you can eat.

Tai Chi Class 
Wednesdays in
Nov & Dec.

The AgriLife Extension is 
offering a Tai Chi for Arthri-
tis and Fall Prevention class 
to Rains County residents. 
The 1-hour class will be held 
every Wednesday at 10:00 
a.m. in November and 
December at the Rains 
County Fairgrounds Pavilion 
(they will move inside when 
the weather turns too cold). 
If you are interested in 
joining, please call 903-473-
4580 or email sarah.
latham@ag.tamu.edu to 
reserve your spot.

Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday in 
the building behind the public 
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory. 
Hours for Mon.-Wed. are 8:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., closed noon-
1:00 p.m. Hours for Thursday 
are 8:00 a.m.-noon. Thrift 
sales will be open every Satur-
day in August from 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Funds go to buy 
food for the needy and to 
operate the center.

• New Patients Welcome
• Lab on premises
• Relines
• Soft-Lined Dentures
• Repairs while you wait
• Oral Surgery
• Sedation
• General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Quinlan Family
Dentistry

903-356-3017
Fax: 903-356-3029

Professional Denture
Systems

Dentures
FROM

$1195/SET

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 1998

9011 Hwy. 334S, Suite A
Quinlan, TX 75474

*Prices may vary with additional
or different techniques used or

individual needs of patients

Dear Editor 
A paper ornament on a 

holiday giving tree can look 
like the beginning of a gener-
ous story. But the real story 
begins much earlier, when a 
parent or caregiver finds the 
courage to ask for help and 
trusts that the request will be 
treated with respect.

I noticed the Angel Tree 
application announcement 
among the Rains County 
Leader's October community 
briefs. We often celebrate 
the visible end of programs 
like these: a wrapped pack-
age, a smiling volunteer, a 
room of donated gifts. The 
most important work may be 
less photogenic. Someone 
must make the instructions 
clear, listen patiently, pro-
tect a family's privacy and 
ensure promises are kept.

A child should not have 
to become a public lesson in 
gratitude to receive a gift. A 
struggling parent should not 
be made to feel that hardship 
is a personal failure. The 
help is meaningful because it 
preserves dignity, not 
because it offers the giver a 
memorable moment.

In Matthew's Gospel, 
Jesus teaches people to give 
without turning generosity 
into a performance. That 
challenges me to ask what 
happens when nobody is 
watching. Do we give what 
was requested? Do we 
respect the people who orga-
nize the effort? Do we 
remember that children have 
needs after the decorations 
come down?

An Angel Tree cannot 
solve every difficulty facing a 
household. It can, however, 
become one small sign that a 
community knows how to 
respond with kindness and 
discretion. I hope those who 
take part consider both the 
gift they choose and the trust 
that made the request possi-
ble.

A name may be written on 
a paper ornament. The 
person behind it deserves to 
be treated as more than a 
seasonal project.

Douglas Vandergraph
Fort Collins, CO 80527
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medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

cept a new job. The couple 
also has twins in seventh 
grade – a boy and a girl. All 
three of his children have 
been active in sports, and he 
coaches girl’s basketball in 
the summer. His oldest 
daughter attended Abilee 
Christian University on a 
softball scholarship.

Hoffman says his hobby is 
kid’s sports, but he also has 
about 32 beef cattle, a 
mixture of commercial and 
registered. He and his family 
try to take a vacation every 
summer and have been to 
Mexico several times. This 
year they plan to visit Yel-
lowstone Park.

SPOTLIGHT
Continued from page 1
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Today, AI (Artificial 
Intelligence) systems can do 
incredible things, but impor-
tant results should be inde-
pendently verified because 

AI systems 
can and do 
h a l l u c i -
nate—that 
means they 
may get facts 
wrong or just 
make them 
up out of 
thin air. 
That could 
e n d a n g e r 

lives in some cases if not 
independently validated.

We are promised that AI, 
combined with our smart-
phone, can soon be our AI 
agent, which is an entity that 
can take care of countless 
little tasks that we must do 
these days on our own. The 
AI agent will act on your 
behalf.

When it comes to impor-
tant items such as air travel, 
purchasing items online, 
executing stock trades, and 
many other money-involved 
tasks, there is always the 
chance that an AI agent 
could make mistakes—
expensive mistakes.

Using your credit card 
information, an AI agent 
could do things in your name 
(I call that your AI Wallet) 
that could be expensive and 
not what you had in mind. 
Key to the problem is that 
the legal system in the US 
has not caught up with the 
capability of AI spending 
your money—especially 
when something goes wrong. 
Who is responsible for the 
mess, and who will pay to get 
it resolved? I suspect it won’t 
be the AI systems.

Credit card usage has over 
50 years of experience by 
millions, and responsibilities 
and protections are defined 
in the user agreements, the 
legal system, and case law. 
But as far as I know, those 
one-meter-long fine-print 
end-user agreements you 
must sign to get and use the 
card don’t deal with AI 
agents who may do unde-
sired things with the credit 
card you shared with them.

For example, you instruct 
your AI agent to use your 
credit card to buy two 
widgets online to be shipped 
to you. Instead of two, it buys 
10. So now you have five 
times as many on their way 
to you at a lot more cost than 
you budgeted for the pur-
chase. If the seller does not 
want to fix the error for free 
or take back the excess or 
wrong items, it can be a real 
dilemma. You are the unfor-
tunate entity caught right in 
the unhappy middle of that.

In another example, you 
tell your AI agent to make 
and pay for a round-trip 
flight from Dallas to New 
York City, including hotel. 
Sounds simple. Being on a 
tight budget, you instruct it 
to keep everything as cheap 
as possible. It comes back 
later that day with an airline 
ticket for you to NYC that is 
cheap. That sounds good, 
but unfortunately, you find 
that it’s via Toronto, 
Canada! But because it is 
very cheap, you can’t claim it 
didn’t follow your instruc-
tions.

Oh, and the “budget 
hotel” in NYC turns out to 
be in a very high-crime area 
where even the police usu-
ally don’t travel. But at least 

it is quite cheap, as you 
requested. What a mess!

The AI agent technically 
did what you instructed—
but neither choice is accept-
able to you, and now you 
must try and back everything 
out yourself and hope that is 
possible. At about this time, 
you are lamenting, “If only I 
had done this myself, none of 
this hassle or grief would 
have resulted!”

These are just a few 
examples of where AI can go 
wrong in terrible ways when 
you give it access to your 
credit cards or checkbook. 
Don’t even think about what 
could go wrong if you used 
an AI agent to execute stock 
trades in your portfolio, and 
it went off track. Imagine 
trying to explain that your 
AI agent bought 1000 shares 
of MSFT (Microsoft stock) 
at $510 per share when you 
planned for it to buy 10 
shares. Instead of settling a 
$5100 bill, you now have 
$510,000 due and don’t have 
the funds to cover that! And 
all the AI agent has to say is, 
“Oops, my bad!”

I am sure that eventually 
the legal system and legisla-
tion will address responsibili-
ties and protections when we 
trust our finances to an AI 
agent and something goes 
wrong. Then I may revisit 
the whole process. But until 
then, no thanks. I love AI 
agents as researchers and 
advisers. But I do not trust 
them with my checkbook or 
credit cards yet—at least 
until the rules of AI agents 
and our finances are estab-
lished and settled.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
AI Wallet Risks

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

Visit us online at: www.rainscountyleader.com

Visit us online at: www.RainsCountyLeader.com

Baiting and Blasting

On Sept. 13, an Atascosa 
County Game Warden was 
monitoring a property where 
illegal hunting activity was 
suspected. After hearing sev-
eral shotgun blasts, the war-
den entered the property and 
discovered two men hunting 
dove over bait. It was during 
a special white-wing only 
season and only two mourn-
ing doves were allowed per 
hunter. The hunters were 
intentionally over their limit 
of mourning dove and were 
still actively hunting when 
the warden arrived.

While investigating the 
incident, the warden looked 
through feed sacks in the bed 
of a truck. He was surprised 
to discover two cleaned out, 
untagged jake Rio Grande 
turkeys in an empty feed 
sack. One hunter admitted to 
shooting them earlier in the 
day and had asked the second 

hunter to dispose of the 
carcasses, which he had not 
yet done.

The hunters were issued 
citations for killing turkeys 
out of season, exceeding the 
daily bag limit of mourning 
doves, placing bait to attract 
and hunting over bait. The 
illegally taken game was 
seized and donated. Cases 
and civil restitution are 
pending.

Hook, Line, and Felony

On Aug. 2, Amarillo 
District Game Wardens were 
patrolling Southeast Park 
Lake in Randall County 
when they observed a man 
fishing from a dock. As they 
approached, the man and his 
female companion quickly 
attempted to leave the area.

When questioned, the 
man admitted he didn’t have 
a fishing license. While run-
ning his information through 
dispatch, wardens learned 

the man had a felony parole 
violation warrant. They 
arrested him without inci-
dent and transported him to 
the Randall County Jail.

After the man was booked 
into jail, wardens returned to 
their patrol truck and 
checked the passenger seat 
where the man had been 
sitting. One of the wardens 
discovered three plastic bag-
gies that had been stuffed 
into the lower portion of the 
seat, containing approxi-
mately 20 grams of a crystal 
substance that appeared to be 
methamphetamine. Upon 
questioning the man, he 
admitted to having previously 
used methamphetamine but 
claimed his girlfriend had 
placed them in his possession.

The man was charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance and tampering 
with physical evidence in 
addition to the parole viola-
tion.

GAME WARDEN FIELD NOTES

Veterans Day is Wednesday

We will be closed on Wednesday, November 11, to honor
our military veterans.

We encourage you to thank and honor those you know
who currently serve or have served our country in the past.

The sacrifice they’ve made is a great one, and one we all
appreciate.
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DOWN

1 TXism: “Ya’ll
come ____, ya
hear?”

5 Texas buildings
have _ ___ on
smoking (2 wds.)

6 TXism: “hook,
___ and sinker”
(all)

7 in Hidalgo County
on highway 107

8 Luling’s “Water-
melon Thump”
has a ____-
________ contest

17 TXism: “___-
horse town”
(small)

18 1924 campaign
slogan: “__ ___
__ ___ I Ain’t
Got a Dern Thing
Against Pa”

21 some Texans ski
in Santa __, NM

22 TXism: “___ _
lick” (none)

23 San Antonio
Tejano and
countyry singer

24 countrified
29 TXism: “___ _

mind to” (inclined)
30 state ____ has

olive branches
31 Gov. _ _

Culberson
32 TV soap of TX Al

Freeman, Jr.:
“One ____ __
____”

34 what the Ranger
runner did at 2nd

35 ___ Fresnos, TX
36 TXism: “mouth

_______” (liquor)
37 TXism: “two ____

in a pod” (alike)

1 commodity bundles
in Texas (3 wds.)

2 Taylor County seat
3 TX Nash hit: “I ___

___ Clearly Now”
4 work bread dough
9 “struck” in the Bible

38 past Houston
Olympics gym
coach, Karolyi

39 TXism: “got a mind
like _ _____ ____”

41 Comanche’s historic
courthouse: “Old ____”

42 sergeant, e.g. (abbr.)
43 TXism: “took everything

but the ___ __ my
lungs” (robbed)

44 golfer Julius who
won the 1959
Dallas Open

45 ___ Antonio
46 TXism: “old as ___”
47 in Young County

on highway 114
48 “Red Raider”

marchers: Texas
_____ ____

50 sweethearts
51 leave out
52 opponent
53 Second female

governor, Richards

10 Quanah Parker
was son of ____
Nocona

11 TXism: “__ _ hog
had wings he’d be
an eagle”

12 TXism: “up __
snuff”

13 TX King Vidor’s “A
___ __ A Tree”

14 old Texas bumper
sticker: “__ ___
Too, Eddie”

15 TXism: “fought
tooth and ____”

16 “My ___ Sal”
19 Padre Island was

named for Padre
______ Balli

20 TXism: “got as
much to __ __ _
hibernating bear”

22 TX Larry McMurtry

24 in Dallas: _ _
Thornton Freeway

25 Texas interschool
sports & academic
league (abbr.)

26 state univer. in
Nacogdoches

27 proud of their state
28 in Hill County

on I-35
29 TXism: “____ _

holler” (call me)
30 Texas belle rebuff
33 TXism: “let sleep-

ing dogs ___”

34 ex-Spur, Elliott
35 this TX Burrell ran

a leg on gold 1992
Olympics relay

37 TX Shelby Hearon’s
“A ____ __ _
Fellow” (1978)

38 TXism: “a frog in a
skillet would have
more fun”

40 “____ and true”
41 ex-Ranger coach

Valentine was born
in Stamford, ____ .

44 “oldies” DJ line:
“_____ from the
past”

47 TCU 1938 Heisman
winner, Davey

49 TXism: “___ __
the hoof” (hog)
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CITY GIRL
Lissa does that

By Linda Brendle
Lissa Grady is a very 

special lady. She is the 
Ministry Assistant at Believ-
ers’ Baptist Church. She 
came to the job when I 

retired in 
2019. On 
January 20 
of that year, 
I wrote a 
c o l u m n 
t i t l e d 
“Ret i r ed ! ” 
F o l l o w i n g 
are the first 
couple of 
paragraphs 

of that column:
Thursday was my last day 

of work at Believers’ Baptist. 
Actually, I hadn’t been doing 
much work since the week 
before when I began training 
my replacement, Lissa 
Grady. On her first day it was 
obvious that she was highly 
qualified, and all I had to do 
was point her in the right 
direction and get out of the 
way. By last week, I was 
going into the office for only 
an hour or two each day to 
answer questions. After 
spending about thirty min-
utes with her on Thursday, I 
knew she didn’t need me 
anymore.

“My work here is done,” I 
announced dramatically. 
“I’ve taught you everything I 
know.”

We laughed and hugged, 
and I went home.

Since then, her job has 
expanded exponentially. A 
third minister has been 
added to the staff she has to 
keep in line. Office equip-
ment, including her com-
puter and copier, has been 
upgraded a time or two along 
with computer programs that 
make her work much more 
complex than mine was. The 
bulletins, signs, and other 
documents she produces on 
Canva and such are quite 
sophisticated compared to 
the simple projects I pro-
duced on Word and/or 
Excel. As the congregation 
continues to grow, there are 

more of us for her to keep up 
with and more copies for 
every meeting.

To add to the complexity 
of Lissa’s job, Brenda Ger-
man who was the church 
treasurer almost since the 
beginning, retired at the 
same time I did. Instead of 
hiring another staff person, 
Lissa agreed to take on those 
responsibilities as well. That 
means counting and deposit-
ing the offering, preparing 
and signing checks, paying 
bills, preparing payroll, main-
taining financial records 
including end-of-the-year 
giving statements, and many 
other tasks that I can’t even 
imagine much less take care 
of.

She also takes care of 
much of the maintenance of 
the church. Although she 
doesn’t personally clean the 
church, she orders all the 
supplies necessary to make it 
happen. She also sees that 
the kitchen is stocked and 
ready for the next fellowship 
or meeting – which to 
David’s delight, always 
includes plenty of coffee. She 
orders Communion supplies, 
a lot of books for a lot of 
needs, supplies for the nurs-
ery, children’s and youth 
ministries, and more.

Lissa has a life outside the 
church as well. She is very 
family oriented with a 
daughter in Lindale and 
another daughter and a son 
in Leonard – and she has lots 
of grandkids. She never 
misses a birthday, and only 
misses a sports event or 
program when the events are 
scheduled at the same time. 
She sometimes stays with 
kids so mom and dad can 
have a night out and often 
brings home one or more 
grandchild to spend the 
night or the weekend. She is 
well-loved by her families, 
both biological and church.

Lissa had a stroke last 
Thursday morning. She is 
doing well and expected to 
enter rehab soon, but while 
she recovers, she has left a 

large vacancy in the lives of 
our church and all who know 
and love her. Many have 
stepped up to fill gaps, but 
I’m sure there is much that 
she takes care of that we are 
unaware of. And as time goes 
on, there will probably be 
many times when something 
will not get done or we will 
run out of something, and 
the answer to why it hap-
pened will be, “Oh, Lissa 
does that.”

I am reminded of a televi-
sion sit-com from the 1990s 
called The John Larraquette 
Show. The show was about a 
man who had been made 
night shift manager of the St. 
Louis bus depot. In one 
particular episode, a man 
who was not a regular 
character, appeared several 
times. He would walk 
through on his way to some-
where off set and make a 
comment like, “Two more 
days to go,” or “I’ll miss this 
place.” After he disappeared, 
the regular characters would 
ask who that was, but no one 
seemed to know. Finally, he 
came through and said, “I 
just came in to say goodbye. 
I’m out of here.” While the 
rest of the group wondered 
again who he was, the back 
of a bus crashed through a 
wall of the depot. A bus 
driver stuck his head 
through the hole and said, 
“Hey, where’s the guy who 
usually stands back here and 
holds up a stop sign.”

Hopefully, we’ll be able to 
keep things on track without 
too much of a train wreck – 
or a bus wreck – until Lissa’s 
up and around. But rest 
assured that everyone at 
BBC is aware of who keeps 
things running smoothly. As 
I said in the beginning, Lissa 
Grady is a very special lady.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly 
column for Believers’ Baptist Church. 
She is a published author and also 
writes about caregiving, faith, and 
family on her blog at http://www.
LifeAfterCaregiving.WordPress.com.
You can e-mail her at 
LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader

correspondent

by Bartee Haile
Before he boarded the PT 

boat on Mar. 10, 1942 that 
would carry him to Aus-
tralia, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur told the highest 

r a n k i n g 
Texas Aggie 
on Corregi-
dor to “keep 
the flag fly-
ing.”

C o l . 
George F. 
Moore was 
still a larger-
than-life fig-

ure, when he returned to 
College Station nearly three 
decades after receiving his 
diploma and commission in 
1908. The two-season letter-
man in football earned the 
nickname “Old Maud” with 
a mule-like kick said to have 
sent a pigskin spiraling over 
the spires atop a three-story 
structure.

While congress was 
kick-starting conscription 
and National Guard units 
were being activated in the 
fall of 1940, Moore got his 
orders for a third tour of the 
Philippines. From the Corps 
of Cadets, the A&M com-
mandant handpicked 25 
graduating Aggies to accom-
pany him.

Moore arrived at Corregi-
dor in January 1941 with the 
new rank of brigadier gen-
eral, making him “the first 
graduate of Texas A&M to 
reach flag officer rank in the 
Regular Army” according to 
Henry C. Dethloff in Texas 
Aggies Go to War. As the 
man responsible for turning 
1,735 acres in the middle of 
Manila Bay into an impreg-
nable fortress, he had his 
work cut out for him.

Three weeks after the 
unforgettable “day of 
infamy” at Pearl Harbor, the 
Japanese launched their 
attack on the Bataan Penin-
sula and Corregidor. The 
same military planners, who 
regarded “The Rock” as the 
epicenter of the U.S. pres-
ence in the Pacific, knew all 
too well that help would be a 
long time coming for any-
body stuck on Corregidor.

Promoted to major gen-
eral with expanded authority 
to strengthen “The Rock,” 

Moore welcomed 
MacArthur to Corregidor on 
Christmas Eve. The com-
mander of all U.S. forces in 
the Philippines, his family 
and staff joined 11,000 
Americans and Filipinos in a 
bomb-proof burrow.

Over 30 years, the Mal-
inta tunnel complex had 
been dug out of solid rock. 
More than a quarter mile 
long and 35 feet wide with a 
20-foot ceiling and two 
dozen offshoots, the cata-
comb contained a 300-bed 
hospital, ammunition and 
supply depots, sleeping quar-
ters and a motor pool.

With their conquest of 
the Pacific almost complete, 
the Japanese turned their 
attention to Bataan and 
Corregidor in February 1942. 
Days of incessant bombing 
made electricity and drink-
ing water increasingly pre-
cious commodities.

On Feb. 21, the day after 
the president of the Philip-
pines went into wartime 
exile, FDR told Gen. 
MacArthur the time had 
come for him to get out too. 
He put off obeying the 
presidential order for two 
weeks until at last leaving in 
the dead of night.

Maj. Gen. Jonathan M. 
Wainwright took 
MacArthur’s place and 
moved his headquarters from 
Bataan to Corregidor. The 
siege dragged on for another 
month exhausting the 
shrinking stockpiles of food, 
munitions and medicine as 
well as the troops, who took 
sick in mounting numbers 
due to their weakened con-
dition.

The U.S. field comman-
der on the peninsula finally 
faced the futility of further 
fighting and offered his 
unconditional surrender on 
Apr. 9. Enough American 
soldiers fled to the fly-speck 
island to double the popula-
tion of “The Rock,” but the 
rest joined thousands of 
other prisoners on the infa-
mous Bataan Death March, 
one of the worst atrocities of 
the Second World War.

As Apr. 21 (San Jacinto 
Day and the date of the 
annual Aggie “muster”) 
approached, Major Tom 

Dooley (class of 1935) had 
an idea. A&M alumni on 
Corregidor could collectively 
celebrate Texas indepen-
dence and reminisce about 
their beloved alma mater, as 
they did every year, and a 
wire-service reporter would 
include their names in an 
article written just for the 
occasion.

That way the folks back 
home at least would know 
they were still alive.

Dooley, MacArthur’s 
aide-de-camp and a former 
yell leader at A&M, could 
not have imagined the posi-
tive impact of his plan on 
stateside morale, which was 
in bad need of a boost. In a 
glowing profile of Gen. 
Moore, the Dallas Morning 
News proudly predicted, 
“The Japs will play hell 
rooting old Maud out of 
Corregidor.”

But it was only a matter of 
time until the enemy did 
precisely that. The Japanese 
subjected The Rock to an 
unprecedented pounding on 
May 5 with one 500-pound 
artillery shell striking the 
crater-covered island every 
five seconds for five hellish 
hours.

The Japanese troops that 
landed on Corregidor at 
midnight were met by deter-
mined defenders personally 
led by the Aggie general, 
George Moore. The Ameri-
cans and their brave Filipino 
allies fought like demons in 
ferocious combat that was 
often hand-to-hand, but 
sheer numbers slowly drove 
them back to the tunnel 
entrance.

Eight hundred American 
soldiers gave their lives that 
last bloody morning on Cor-
regidor before Wainwright 
and Moore decided more 
sacrifice would serve no 
purpose. After all weapons 
larger than handguns and 
classified documents were 
destroyed, they formally 
capitulated and submitted to 
a nightmarish captivity that 
lasted the rest of the war.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.
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The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
released the following infor-
mation for Lake Fork and 
Lake Tawakoni taken on 
January 14:

Fork: Good. Normal 
stain; 55 degrees; 3.03 feet 
below pool. The morning 
bass bite is slow but improves 
midday and evening. Chat-
terbaits, lipless crankbaits, 
squarebill crankbaits are fair 
in 3-5 feet along break line 
and outside edges of docks. 
Texas rigs and jigs are fair on 
docks with cover 3-5 feet. 
Report by Marc Mitchell, 
Mitchell’s Guide Service.

Lake Fork crappie fishing 
is nothing short of on fire 
right now. This is the best 
time to catch limits of fish 
consistently with the occa-
sional big fish. Fish are in 

14-60 feet of water related to 
timber, brush, tires, bridges, 
ledges and points. These fish 
are very hungry and feeding 
on shad. Any crappie bait 
you want to try should work 
right now. Small hand tied 
jigs and minnows are work-
ing extremely well and soft 
plastic baits of all kinds 
should also work. Use small 
baits most days, but many 
fish we clean have shad in 
the 3-4 inch range. Report by 
Jacky Wiggins, Jacky Wig-
gins Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 53 degrees; 
1.87 feet below pool. The 
unseasonably warm tempera-
tures are confusing the fish 
on Lake Tawakoni. The 
main lake temperature is 57 
degrees, reaching 60 degrees 
in some areas. The hybrid 

and white bass bite is some-
what tough. Some days three 
boat limits are possible then 
the next day catches are few. 
This should improve as water 
declines to the low 50s. The 
eating sized blue catfish bite 
is still good in 35-45 feet 
with punch bait. Trophy 
catfish are good in 3-20 feet 
with cut shad. We are 
consistently seeing fish in the 
30-50 pound range. Crappie 
are good on the 2 mile bridge 
in 15-25 feet of water with 
minnows or jigs. Largemouth 
bass are tough. If the weather 
stays warm a few more weeks 
the fishing for the large-
mouth will improve. Report 
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORT

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
Rains County Fair

The 96th Annual Rains 
County Fair is just around 
the corner! The fair begins 
on Tuesday, September 15, 
and runs through Saturday, 
September 19. If you are 

planning to 
attend or get 
i n v o l v e d 
with the fair, 
here are a 
few places to 
start! Addi-
tional details 
are available 
by visiting 
our new 
w e b s i t e , 

https://rainscountyfair.com/.

Chili Cook-Off

Looking for something 
with a little spice? The 
Annual Rains County Fair 
Chili Cook-Off will be held 
on Saturday, September 12. 
Entries are due Friday, 
September 11. Cash prizes 
will be awarded to first, 
second, and third place 
winners.

Creative Arts

The Rains County Fair 
Creative Arts contests are 
open to residents, young and 
old, from Rains and sur-
rounding counties. If you 
have not entered before, give 
it a try; we love new 
exhibitors! Rains County 
Fair Creative Arts Divisions 
include Antiques, Canned 
Foods, Collections, Fine 
Arts, Handcrafts, Horticul-
ture, Needlework, Photogra-
phy, and Quilting. Special 
age groups, senior and youth 
age categories, are judged in 
special age divisions.

Make sure you mark your 
calendars; you do not want 
to miss out! Entries will be 
accepted on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8, and Wednesday, 
September 9, between 3:30 
and 6:30 p.m. at the Creative 
Arts Building at the fair-
grounds (with Horticulture 
entries only accepted on 
Wednesday). Creative Arts 
Judging is closed to the 
public. Entries will be on 
display in the Creative Arts 
Exhibit building and will be 
open to the public starting 
with the fair on Tuesday, 
September 15, at 6:00 p.m. 
All grand and reserve Cre-
ative Arts entries win a cash 
prize!

Baked Goods

If baking is more in line 
with your areas of interest, 
you do not want to miss 
entering the Youth or Adult 
Baked Goods contest. 
Entries for the Youth Baked 
Goods contest will be 
accepted on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, in the Creative 
Arts building between 6:00-
6:30 p.m. and judging will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. Entries for 
the Adult Baked Goods 
contest will be accepted on 
Saturday, September 19, in 
the Creative Arts building 
between 6:00-6:30 p.m. and 
judging will begin at 7:00 
p.m.

Miss Rains County 
Pageants

The 2026 Jr. Miss and 
Miss Rains County pageants 
will be held on Wednesday, 
September 16th at 8:00 p.m. 
Tiny, Wee, Petite, and Little 
Miss Rains County pageants 
will be held on Thursday, 
September 17, at 6:00 p.m. If 
you have not attended one of 
our pageants in the past, you 
should, you will not be 
disappointed! We have a 
wonderful group of young 
ladies ready to wow you! 
Follow Rains County Fair 
Pageants on Facebook for 
up-to-date information.

Mutton Bustin’

For youth ages 4-7 years of 
age, the annual Mutton 
Bustin’ contest will be held 
Friday, September 18, at 
7:00 p.m. If you are too old 
to participate, you can still 
enjoy the fun, make your way 
to the fair on Friday evening 
and check out this fan-
favorite! Arrive early if you 
would like to get a seat in the 
stands.

Parade

Get your parade floats 
ready! We welcome entries 
from organizations, individu-
als, businesses, or anyone 
else wanting to join the fun. 
The Rains County Fair 
Parade will be held on 
Saturday, September 19, in 
downtown Emory. The 
parade line-up will begin at 
10:00 a.m. at the Emory City 
Centre and the parade will 
begin at 10:30 a.m.

Youth Floral Design

The Rains County Fair 
Youth Floral Design Contest 
will be held on Saturday, 
September 19. The Grand 
and Reserve winning entries 
will be sold in the live 
auction and all other entries 
will be available for purchase 
via silent auction.

Livestock

Youth livestock shows are 
a county fair staple. Rains 
County youth may show 
animals in the following 
categories: Breeding Beef 
Heifers, Market Steers, 
Market Goats, Market 
Lambs, or Market Pigs. 
Come out and support our 
local youth as they show off 
their dedication and hard 
work. The steer, lamb, goat, 
and breeding beef shows will 
be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, beginning at 9:00 
a.m. The pig show will be 
held on Friday, September 
13, at 8:00 a.m. Market 
animals will be auctioned off 
during the Junior Livestock 
Sale on Saturday, September 
19, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

If you are interested in 
becoming a livestock buyer, 
please call 903-473-4580 or 
visit https://rainscountyfair.
com/livestock/ to register 
online (online registration 
will close at 4:00 p.m. on 
September 18). You may also 
register in-person before the 
sale on Saturday, September 
19, between 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
in the livestock arena.

The Rains County Fair is 
a fun-filled week of activities 
offering something for every-
one. Please visit our website 
for a complete schedule of 
activities, contest entry 
forms, and much, much 
more https://rainscountyfair.
com/. Be sure to follow Rains 
County Fair on Facebook for 
regular updates. We look 
forward to seeing you at the 
fairgrounds!

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact 
Sarah Latham at 903-473-
4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension events or 
additional information fol-
low Rains County AgriLife 
on Facebook.

SARAH LATHAM
Rains County
AgriLife Agent

married in 2001.
The Short couple have 

two grown sons, Matthew 
and Ethan. Matthew will 
graduate from East Texas 
Baptist University in Decem-
ber with a music degree and 
wants to do music therapy 

for children with special 
needs as well as Alzheimer 
patients. Ethan is working 
and is going to start online 
studies in computer science 
with the goal of getting a job 
in that field that involves 
travel. The Shorts have one 

pet – a five-year old husky 
mix dog named Juno.

Short and her husband 
love to travel and have taken 
many cruises. They plan to 
take another cruise to the 
Bahamas to celebrate their 
25th anniversary.
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sonnel serving in the current 
conflict, will be placed on 
merchant windows that 
surround the courthouse. 

There are about 30 to 35 
entries in the parade and 
people on display are being 
asked to wear red, white and 
blue attire. Judges will 
choose about three winners.

A 30-minute program on 
the square will take place 
after the parade and will 
include a speech by a female 
veteran and member of the 
American Legion who wants 
to start a museum. Another 
lady that Carlisle met at 
Hobby Lobby and started 
talking to said she had her 
father’s (Hal Remspear) 
Korean uniform which is in 
immaculate condition and 
she has donated it to the 
American Legion Post 517. 
This uniform will be placed 
on a mannequin and dis-
played on a float carrying a 
93-year-old Korean veteran. 
A uniform belonging to 
former Rains County Judge 

and County Commissioner, 
Bob Sisk, will also be on a 
mannequin and displayed on 
the Vietnam float.

“We have done events 
during the year to raise funds 
for the parade, including the 
recent Golf Ball Drop on 
October 17,” said Carlisle. 
“Ten percent of what was 
recently raised went to first 
responders and the rest of 
the funds are being spent on 
the parade and for the needs 
of veterans.” 

Carlisle is a member of the 
American Legion Post 156 
Auxiliary and has lived in 
Rains County for 33 years. 
About 13 years ago, before 
helping with the Veterans 
Parade, she attended Medal 
of Honor parades in 
Gainesville, TX. Her young 
grandson was terminally ill, 
and she was involved with a 
benefit for him in the area 
that received donated books 
from servicemen who had 
been awarded Medals of 
Honor by the President of 

the United States. These 
books were then auto-
graphed by these awardees 
and auctioned to raise funds 
for the child. At this time 
Carlisle’s husband was in 
Israel drilling a well and his 
boss offered to bid on a book. 
His bid was $1,000 for a 
Medal of Honor book with 
Medal of Honor veteran’s 
autographs in it. Also in the 
book was a picture and 
signature of the last World 
War I veteran who was still 
alive. 

Carlisle has a son in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, who 
is a fireman, a daughter who 
teaches in Rockwall-Heath, 
and a grandson that plays 
basketball in Laredo at 
Texas A&M University. 
Another grandson graduated 
from the University of Texas 
at age 19 and teaches in 
Dallas. He is also studying 
nursing. Two grandsons are 
stationed on submarines, one 
in Norfolk, Virginia, and the 
other in Honolulu, Hawaii.
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the most part, he has been in 
the furniture business since 
that time. He started with 
Ivan Smith Furniture in 
2009 (they purchased Terry’s 
in 2007) and currently serves 
as the store manager of the 
Emory location.

At the church, Eric served 
as youth minister off and on 
for seven years. He has been 
a member of many commit-
tees, and he and Lisa have 
been singing in the church 
choir for about 15 years.

Emily is nearby. She is a 
nurse at Mother Francis 
Rehab in Tyler and loves it.

As mentioned at the 
beginning, Eric is in end-
stage renal failure. He has 
been handling it well for 
some time, and you would 
not know he is sick, if you 
did not have reason to know. 
He has come to terms with 
the fact that his disease is 
starting to progress enough 
that he has to start accepting 
help.

Eric is on Peritoneal 
Dialysis nightly. He has an 
eight-hour treatment while 
he sleeps; however, at this 
point, he is having to do a 
manual exchange each night 
for a total of 10 hours - two 
exchange, then four cycles of 
two, due to complications. 
And he is struggling with the 
complications. He wants to 
still work. He says he is 
fortunate that his illness 
qualifies him for Medicaid, 

and he has access to Samari-
tans Fund through his 
employment.

Lisa sheds a little more 
light on the progression of 
his illness. She shared that 
Eric went into cardiac arrest 
September 4, 2021. He had 
health issues before that, but 
they could not figure out 
what was going on. He was 
to have a stint placed in his 
kidney earlier in the year, 
but then Snowmageddon hit 
(February 2021). That would 
have been okay, but in late 
March he had only 30-
percent function remaining, 
and a stint would cause the 
kidney to fail.

They realized he was in 
kidney failure after his car-
diac arrest. He had his first 
dialysis treatment September 
11, 2021. Eric underwent 
chemo dialysis for awhile, 
until he was a candidate for 
Peritoneal.

“The Lord has held my 
heart this whole time...
especially during those 
times,” said Lisa.

In July of this year, things 
escalated for Eric and he 
began retaining fluid. Lisa 
shares that he started having 
more issues reminiscent of 
2021 and that his kidneys 
had stopped functioning. 
Things are progressing and 
he is getting worse.

He was in the hospital 
once a month between June 
and August. He had to have 

a reset with chemo dialysis 
this summer while on vaca-
tion in Hot Springs. At a 
work conference in Sulphur 
Springs in August, he was 
unable to breathe. He had to 
have chemo dialysis three 
times over the summer, 
though they say it has lev-
eled out some since then.

When asked how she feels 
about the outpouring of 
support from church and 
community members, Lisa 
said  that it is “a beautiful act 
of love,” and that it is 
overwhelming for someone 
who does not like being in 
the spotlight.

Eric stated, “I’ve enjoyed 
Rains County and being here 
all these years. I consider this 
home. My forever home.”

If you are interested in 
being a Living Donor for 
Eric, and want to see if you 
are a match, visit www.
onemedicalpassport.com/?
fid=978. There you can fill 
out an application and 
answer medical history ques-
tions. During this step, you 
will need his name and date 
of birth. You may call the 
Rains County Leader office to 
get that information. A 
Living Donor Advocate will 
contact you and provide 
more information. No infor-
mation is shared with Eric 
until the potential match 
agrees to go further in the 
process.
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city’s water rates.
Nelson noted that the 

new ordinance sets the rule 
that starting in 2027, the city 
will only allow extensions on 
payment of the bill three 
times per year. It would 
increase base sewer rates for 
residences and commercial 
businesses by $2 each.

The proposed ordinance 
would increase trash service 
to $26.82 for residences with 
one container. The council 
stated that the cost is the 
rate that the city is charged 
by the provider with no 
additional fees.

Other fee proposals 

include water and sewer taps 
for new construction moving 
to $2,300 while the new 
customer deposit will remain 
$250. The charge to have 
water service restored after 
hours moves from $50 to 
$75.

It was stated that the rates 
were determined after cost 
research and polling of seven 
surrounding cities.

Nelson announced that a 
public hearing on the pro-
posed rate changes will be 
held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 12, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers of Point 
City Hall. All residents and 

water customers are invited 
to come and talk about the 
proposed changes.

At the conclusion of that 
November meeting, the 
council will consider adopt-
ing the new rates.

After the ordinance was 
read and discussed, no action 
was taken and the meeting 
adjourned.

The next regular meeting 
of the Point City Council 
will be held on Thursday, 
November 12, at the Point 
City Hall following the 
public hearing.

POINT
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Women’s Service Club
This year, the Women’s 

Service Club of Emory is 
taking a slightly different 
approach to our Annual 
Thanksgiving Luncheon.

Rather than hosting our 
traditional luncheon at the 
Rose Community Center, we 
will be sharing the spirit of 
Thanksgiving by serving a 
meal at the Emory Senior 
Center on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 17, at 11:00 a.m.

We would also like to 
extend a heartfelt invitation 
to members of our commu-
nity to join us for this special 
occasion. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to enjoy a deli-
cious Thanksgiving meal, 
share fellowship, and spend 
meaningful time with some 
very special members of our 
community.

We will be serving a total 
of 75 meals, with our seniors 
receiving first priority. Any 
remaining meals will be 
available to community 
members on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

There will be no charge 
for the meal; however, dona-
tions will be gratefully 
accepted.

The Women’s Service 

Club has always been dedi-
cated to giving back to our 
community, and we feel this 
is a meaningful way to con-
tinue that tradition. Thanks-
giving is about more than 
just a meal – it is about 
gratitude, kindness, togeth-
erness, and making others 
feel valued.

We look forward to 
sharing this special day with 
our seniors and everyone 
who chooses to join us!

Reported by
Robin Daughety

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
How to Choose the Right Storage Facility

Whether you’re downsiz-
ing, relocating, or simply seek-
ing extra space, selecting the 
right storage facility is crucial 
to safeguarding your belong-
ings. The self-storage industry 
has seen significant growth 
and changes in recent years, so 
making an informed decision 
is more important than ever.

Industry Overview

As of 2025, the U.S. 
self-storage industry includes 
more than 52,000 facilities 
and over 2.1 billion square feet 
of rentable storage space 
nationwide. Industry revenue 
estimates range from approxi-
mately $44 billion to more 
than $58 billion annually, 
reflecting the sector’s contin-
ued strength and consumer 
demand. Texas continues to 
lead the nation with more 
than 5,500 self-storage facili-
ties, driven by strong popula-
tion growth and business 
expansion. National occu-
pancy rates generally remain 
strong, with many stabilized 
facilities reporting occupancy 
levels between 77% and 91%, 
depending on market and 
property type. 

“Choosing a storage facility 
isn’t just about space - or cost 
- it’s about trust, “said 
Mechele Agbayani Mills, 
President and CEO of BBB 
Central East Texas. “Before 
handing over your valuables, 
take time to research, ask 
questions, and understand the 
fine print. A little homework 
now can save you a lot of 
heartache later.”

While storage facilities 
offer convenience, be mindful 
of the issues reported by 
consumers, including:

Unauthorized Access and 
Theft: Instances of break-ins 
and stolen items have been 
reported, with some customers 
alleging inadequate security 

measures.
Pest Infestations: Griev-

ances about rodent and insect 
infestations leading to dam-
aged goods are not uncom-
mon.

Billing Disputes: Sudden 
rent increases and unexpected 
fees have led to customer 
dissatisfaction and disputes 
with storage facilities.

Insurance Challenges: 
Some customers have faced 
difficulties with insurance 
claims, particularly when poli-
cies are sold through the 
storage facility itself.

To ensure a positive storage 
experience, BBB recommends 
the following:

Research and Compare: 
Obtain written estimates from 
multiple facilities. Inquire 
about all potential fees, 
including administrative costs, 
late payment penalties, and 
charges for additional services 
like climate control or insur-
ance.

Assess Security Measures: 
Choose facilities equipped 
with robust security features, 
such as surveillance cameras, 
gated access, and on-site 
personnel. Ensure that the 
facility maintains a secure 
environment to protect your 
belongings.

Understand the Contract: 
Carefully review the rental 
agreement. Pay attention to 
terms regarding rent increases, 
access hours, termination 
policies, and liability clauses. 
Ensure that all verbal promises 
are documented in writing.

Verify Insurance Cover-
age: Determine whether your 
homeowner’s or renter’s insur-
ance policy covers items 
stored off-site. If not, consider 
purchasing insurance through 
a reputable third-party 
provider. Be cautious of insur-
ance policies offered directly 
by storage facilities, and 
understand the terms and 

coverage limits.
Physically inspect the 

Unit: Before signing a con-
tract, visit the facility to 
inspect the unit for cleanli-
ness, structural integrity, and 
signs of pests. Confirm that 
climate-controlled units main-
tain appropriate temperature 
and humidity levels.

Monitor Your Account on 
a Regular Basis: Check your 
billing statements regularly to 
ensure accuracy. Set 
reminders for payment due 
dates to avoid late fees or 
potential loss of access to your 
unit. Make sure you are 
up-to-date on your payments. 
You don’t want your storage 
unit to be labeled “aban-
doned” and put up for auction.

Stay Informed

Staying vigilant and 
informed can help you avoid 
common pitfalls associated 
with self-storage rentals. Go to 
bbb.org to find a trustworthy 
storage facility near you. 

Visit BBB.org to review 
customer feedback, BBB 
Accreditation status, and 
other pertinent business 
details. These insights can 
guide your decision-making 
process. Here are BBB’s tips 
for what to consider before 
renting, what to watch for 
when shopping for a storage 
unit, preparing to visit storage 
units, and how to identify 
scams.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.

like mud wrestling and being 
on the boat with their dad.

The family likes to go to 
Caddo Lake and take their 
boat out. They take summer 
vacations at the beach and 
would like to go to the 
mountains in New Mexico or 
Colorado, and eventually to 
Wyoming and Utah.
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A Desk by the Window

“I have come to believe that 
a great teacher is a great artist 
and that there are as few as 
there are any other great 

a r t i s t s . 
T e a c h i n g 
might even be 
the greatest of 
the arts since 
the medium is 
the human 
mind and 
spirit.”

John Stein-
beck

Life experiences leave a 
mark. After sixth grade, I 
was never the same. I can see 
that now a half century later.

I grew up in the country 
and from first grade through 
the sixth grade attended a 
small rural elementary 
school. Our school was so 
small, the entire student 
population could fit in and 
ride on a single school bus (a 
big yellow 1965 Chevrolet 
driven by our custodian and 
best bus driver Mr. Cham-
berlain).

At the ripe age of 11 years 
(I was an early birthday kid 
so always the youngest in my 
class) I entered Mr. 
Duitscher’s storied class-
room. Duitscher was hard to 
say – pronounced “Dew-
Chur,” so we often just 
called him “Mr. D.” Mr. D. 
was our principal and feared 
sixth-grade teacher. My year 
in his class was life changing. 
I sat in the first row, third 
seat back from the front. It 
was a good spot. I had a desk 
by the window.

Mr. D. was an interesting 
person with a gripping life 
story. He was born in Hol-
land, attended art school in 
Paris, and later taught Eng-
lish at the college level in the 
Netherlands (he was fluent 
in four languages – English, 
Dutch, German, and 
French). During WWII, with 
a job in the government, he 
actively worked with the 
Dutch resistance, hiding 
Jews and fighting the Nazis. 
After the war, he and his 
wife immigrated to the U. S., 
arriving here with $10 to 
their name. In time, he 
became a teacher. And he 
was a good one.

With Mr. D., learning 
became an adventure and 
school was fun. Our class-
room was lined with shelves 
and full to the brim with 
good books. We were free to 
read our fill. I devoured my 
favorites – Treasure Island, 
Robinson Crusoe, Tom 

Sawyer, Huck Finn, Tarzan, 
and more. Besides free-range 
reading, in Mr. D.’s class we 
got to do extra things. We 
learned French, created 
secret codes, and built intri-
cate dioramas with modeling 
clay. With colored pencils in 
hand, we learned to draw, 
copying Mr. D.’s vibrant 
chalk masterpieces from the 
board in extended art ses-
sions each week. We made 
beeswax candles, collected 
stamps, and absorbed the joy 
of learning between our 
regular lessons in History, 
English, Science, and Math 
(with the drudgery of long 
division). And we learned to 
write.

I didn’t know it then, but 
see it now. In Mr. D.’s 
classroom, I became a writer 
– an inclination that has 
been dormant for much of 
my life, until now. Regularly 
we were tasked with writing 
“essays.” We students were 
allowed to pick a topic, do 
our own research, and then 
write about it. We, of course, 
had no internet. But we did 
have a set of sturdy encyclo-
pedias and a plethora of 
books at our disposal on 
most every subject. After 
ingesting knowledge on our 
chosen topic, we wrote out 
in pen (with neat cursive 
handwriting) our report. We 
were expected to include 
hand-drawn and colorful 
illustrations. After adding a 
construction paper cover, we 
presented our work for grad-
ing. The highest grade you 
could get was a triple A 
(AAA).

These essays became my 
favorite assignments. They 
fed my curiosity and sparked 
a love for learning that has 

only grown since. I learned 
and wrote about cowboys 
and Indians, pirates and 
buried treasure, monsters, 
birds, snakes, pocket knives 
and BB guns, hot rods, 
baseball, and more. There 
was no end to the exciting 
things to learn and write 
about. Recently I realized 
that I am now doing the 
same thing today, writing 
what I call “the most unusual 
weekly newspaper column in 
America”. And it all started 
in sixth grade where I 
learned to love reading and 
writing and learning.

From my desk by the 
window, the wonder of the 
world opened to me that 
year. I saw more than what 
was just on the other side of 
the glass. I glimpsed the 
adventure of a life spent 
learning and living in the 
interesting outside world. 
And I got to write about it. 

Steinbeck was right, I 
think. Teaching may be the 
greatest of the arts, for the 
medium is the human mind 
and spirit. Teachers leave a 
mark. Thank God for the 
good ones…

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. 
Described by some as a Renaissance 
man, he is a baseball fan, coffee 
roaster, and accomplished feral hog 
trapper. He likes to read, appreci-
ates the outdoors, and is good with 
dogs and children. He is the father 
of three, and lives with his wife in 
Texas.
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Correction
In the report about the 

Emory City Council meeting 
in the June 18 edition of the 
Rains County Leader, we 
incorrectly reported that the 
Emory City Council selected 
MyWorld Surveying as the 
city’s contracted surveying 
firm. The correct firm is By 
Line Surveying. The Leader
regrets any confusion or 
concern this error may have 
caused.

Social Security is often a 
cornerstone of retirement 
income, but it's often misun-

d e r s t o o d , 
leading to 
confus ion, 
worry and 
poor plan-
ning deci-
sions. Here's 
the truth 
behind five 
of the most 

common misconceptions.
• First, it’s not going broke: 

if no action is taken, 
benefits could drop 
around 2032, but policy-
makers have options to 
strengthen it.

• Second, it won’t replace 
everything. It covers 
roughly 40% of your 
income, so retirement 
savings are still critical.

• Third, claiming early and 
working won’t perma-
nently reduce benefits; 

payments are later 
increased for reductions 
that occurred before full 
retirement age.

• Fourth, if an ex-spouse 
claims benefits based on 
your earnings record it 
doesn’t reduce your bene-
fit.

• And fifth, benefits are still 
taxable if your combined 
income exceeds certain 
thresholds, though some 
temporary deductions 
exist.
The more you understand 

Social Security, the more 
control you have over your 
retirement outcome. 
Grounding your decisions in 
facts rather than assump-
tions can make a meaningful 
difference in your long-term 
financial security.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Debunking five common 
Social Security myths

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor
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Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m retired and was a victim 

of identity theft a while back. 
I’ve already 
frozen my 
credit to pro-
tect myself, 
but I recently 
heard that I 
can also 
“lock” my 
Social Secu-
rity number. 
What exactly 

does that mean, and is it 
something I should do?

– Recently Scammed

Dear Recently,
Freezing your credit was 

one of the smartest steps you 
could take after identity 
theft. But there’s another 
layer of protection many 
people don’t know about: 
limiting how your Social 
Security number (SSN) can 
be used.

While you can’t actually 
“lock” your Social Security 
number the way you can 
freeze a credit report, you 
can block two of the most 
common ways criminals mis-
use it – using it to get a job 
and gaining access to your 
online Social Security 
account.

Your Social Security num-
ber is the master key to much 
of your financial life. It’s 
linked to your taxes, Social 
Security benefits, Medicare, 
banking and employment 
records. With data breaches 
becoming routine and iden-
tity thieves using increas-
ingly sophisticated tactics – 
including AI-generated 
scams – protecting your SSN 
is more important than ever. 
Criminals don’t need your 
Social Security card; they 
only need the number.

E-Verify Self Lock

The first tool is E-Verify 

Self Lock. It prevents some-
one from using your SSN to 
get a job with employers that 
participate in the federal 
E-Verify system.

If someone uses your 
Social Security number to 
get a job, the wages they earn 
may be reported to the IRS 
under your name. That can 
trigger IRS notices, delay tax 
refunds and require months 
of work to correct your tax 
and Social Security records.

To activate Self Lock, 
create a free myE-Verify 
account at e-verify.gov and 
answer a few identity-
verification questions. Once 
the lock is in place, employ-
ers using E-Verify won’t be 
able to confirm your Social 
Security number unless you 
first remove the lock. It 
remains in effect for one year 
and can be renewed annu-
ally. If you ever return to 
work for an employer that 
uses E-Verify, you can tem-
porarily remove the lock 
online and reactivate it 
afterward.

Electronic Access 
Block

The second protection is 
the Social Security Adminis-
tration’s Electronic Access 
Block, which helps prevent 
criminals from taking over 
your online Social Security 
account.

An Electronic Access 
Block disables online and 
automated telephone access 
to your Social Security 
record – including your own. 
That prevents scammers 
from changing your direct 
deposit information, redi-
recting your benefits or 
updating your personal infor-
mation.

To set it up, call the Social 
Security Administration at 
800-772-1213 or visit your 
local Social Security office 

and request an Electronic 
Access Block. If you later 
want online access restored, 
you’ll need to verify your 
identity before the block can 
be removed. For many 
retirees – especially those 
who’ve already experienced 
identity theft – that extra 
step is well worth the added 
security.

Extra Safeguards

A credit freeze remains 
one of the best defenses 
against identity theft, but it 
only prevents someone from 
opening new credit in your 
name. It won’t stop someone 
from using your Social Secu-
rity number for employment 
or trying to access your 
Social Security account.

For even greater protec-
tion, create your personal my 
Social Security account 
before a scammer does by 
visiting ssa.gov/myaccount. 
Keep your credit reports 
frozen unless you need to 
apply for credit, and request 
a free IRS Identity Protec-
tion PIN. The six-digit PIN 
acts like a second password 
for your tax return, prevent-
ing someone else from filing 
under your Social Security 
number. You can get one by 
searching “Get an IP PIN” at 
irs.gov.

Identity theft has become 
a fact of modern life, but 
taking a few simple steps 
now can help protect your 
Social Security benefits, tax 
records and financial future, 
and give you greater peace of 
mind.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Better Protect Your Social Security Number

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior
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medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the following 
reports of activity during the 
week of October 26-
November 1:

Arrests

10-27: Ethan Charles 
Woodman. 
A s s a u l t 
causing bod-
ily injury to a 
family mem-
ber, $10,000 
bond.

1 0 - 2 8 : 
J u s t i n 
Christopher 
C o p e l a n d . 

Harassment of a public 
servant, failure to maintain 
financial responsibility, 
resisting arrest, driving while 
intoxicated, driving while 
license invalid, $55,700 
bond.

10-28: Sean Allen Fore-
man. Warrant, possession of 
a controlled substance, PG 1, 
greater than or equal to 4 gr. 
less than 200 gr.; Rains 
County warrant, tampering 
with or fabricating physical 
evidence with intent to 
impair, $300,000 bond.

10-29: Kourvasia Lebryan 
Dunbar. Driving while 
intoxicated with a blood 
alcohol content of 0.15 or 
more, $20,000 bond.

10-31: Justin Dale 
Echols. Driving while intoxi-
cated, second offense, 
$25,000 bond.

10-31: Lafisha Annette 
Shreves. Assault causing 
bodily injury to a family 

member, $20,000 bond.

Calls

10-26: CR 3400 Medical 
assist; Hwy. 276 Motorist 
assist; Clark Dr. Medical 
assist; Hwy. 19S Suspicious 
person; Hwy. 69 Accident; 
Hwy. 19S Residence alarm; 
Quitman St. Motorist assist; 
CR 1189 Medical assist; CR 
3422 Animal welfare con-
cern; CR 3317 Controlled 
burn; CR 1495 Controlled 
burn; S Texas St. Medical 
assist; FM 2946 Consensual 
contact; Smith Cir. Point 
Criminal trespass; Hwy. 69 
Livestock on roadway; Sher-
iff’s Office (SO) Lobby Meet 
complainant; SO Lobby 
Meet complainant; Hwy. 
69E Grass fire; Hwy. 19N 
Meet complainant; Hwy. 19 
Accident; CR 3330 Neigh-
bor dispute; Ravine St. 
Animal at large; E Lennon 
Dr. Hit-and-run accident; 
CR 1402 Medical assist; CR 
1150 Suspicious activity; 
Hwy. 69W Suspicious per-
son.

10-27: Hwy. 69W Acci-
dent; Hwy. 19N Abandoned 
vehicle; Elaine St. Point 
Medical assist; E Lennon Dr. 
Public assist; Hwy. 19S 
Accident; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; FM 3299 Grass 
fire; CR 1531 Assault; PR 
7026 Medical assist; Hwy. 
19N Reckless driver; Theft 
reported to SO Lobby; PR 
5451 Disturbance; CR 1275 
Medical assist; FM 2737 
Abandoned vehicle; CR 
3335 Grass fire; PR 5451 

Disturbance; N 2nd St. Point 
Medical assist; Hwy. 69W 
Reckless driver; CR 1540 
Medical assist; FM 779 Grass 
fire; CR 1412 Problems with 
a person; Hwy. 19N Motorist 
assist; PR 5451 Disturbance; 
Duffy St. Burglary; Hwy. 
69W Accident; CR 1250 
Medical assist; Ave. B Point 
Theft; CR 4235 Reposses-
sion; E Lennon Dr. Medical 
assist.

10-28: CR 1308 Grass 
fire; CR 2220 Abandoned 
vehicle; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; Hwy. 69E 
Livestock on roadway; N 
Texas St. Medical assist; 
Hwy. 69 Livestock on road-
way; Lake Fork Dr. Meet 
complainant; CR 1495 Con-
trolled burn; CR 4320 Medi-
cal assist; Hwy. 69 at FM 515 
Debris in roadway; FM 779 
Controlled burn; CR 3411 
Medical assist; FM 3274 
Vehicle in roadway; CR 
4510 Meet complainant; SO 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
Clark Dr. at Quitman St. 
Agency assist; FM 515 
Agency assist; FM 515 
Vehicle in roadway; E 
Lennon Dr. Found property; 
S Dunbar Ln. Medical assist; 
SO Lobby Warrant service; 
SO Lobby Agency assist; 
Harassment reported to SO 
Lobby; FM 513 Suspicious 
activity.

10-29: E Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle; SO 
Lobby Warrant service; 
Hwy. 19N at CR 1181 
Reckless driver; Hunt 
County Jail Prisoner trans-

port; E Lennon Dr. Medical 
assist; Locust St. Point Gas 
leak; Hwy. 276 at the county 
line Agency assist; Hwy. 19N 
Reckless driver; CR 1140 
Medical assist; CR 1495 
Medical assist; Hwy. 19N 
Abandoned vehicle; E 
Lennon Dr. Medical assist; S 
Dunbar Ln. Animal at large; 
FM 515 Reckless driver; SO 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
CR 2300 Smoke investiga-
tion; E Lennon Dr. Motorist 
assist; FM 514 Traffic haz-
ard; SO Lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 1162 Agency 
assist; Hwy. 19S at CR 2400 
Vehicle in roadway; 
Tawakoni Dr. Vehicle in 
roadway; Hwy. 19 Reckless 
driver; SO Lobby Warrant 
service; Harris Harbor Rd. 
East Tawakoni (ET) Medical 
assist; Hwy. 19 at the river 
bridge Reckless driver.

10-30: FM 2737 ET Live-
stock on roadway; FM 2795 
Livestock on roadway; FM 
2946 Livestock on roadway; 
SO Lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 1310 Livestock 
on roadway; CR 1520 Medi-
cal assist; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; SO Lobby 
Meet complainant; CR 3411 
Disturbance; Quitman St. 
Motorist assist; CR 1151 
Pole fire; Hwy. 69 Livestock 
on roadway; W Quitman St. 
Meet complainant; W Quit-
man St. Public assist; Ravine 
St. Assault; CR 3319 Medi-
cal assist; Hwy. 69E Live-
stock on roadway; CR 3425 
Medical assist; PR 5504 
Welfare concern; Hwy. 276 

Motorist assist.
10-31: CR 3328 Medical 

assist; Ravine St. Public 
assist; CR 2370 Suspicious 
vehicle; Hwy. 19N Reckless 
driver; Ravine St. Animal 
bite; Hwy. 276 Reckless 
driver; Hwy. 69W Consen-
sual contact; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; CR 1300 Med-
ical alarm; FM 2795 Tres-
passing; CR 3367 Medical 
assist; CR 4250 Controlled 
burn; SO Lobby Meet com-
plainant; Hwy. 19 Smoke 
investigation; Old Mill ET 
Problems with a person; CR 
2250 Controlled burn; FM 
513 Reckless driver; Hwy. 69 
Livestock on roadway; FM 
3299 Medical assist; FM 515 
Welfare concern; CR 3237 
Disturbance.

11-1: CR 4510 Suspicious 
activity; FM 515 Courtesy 
transport; CR 3330 Medical 
assist; Quitman St. Medical 
assist; CR 1495 Controlled 
burn; CR 4254 Consensual 
contact; Hwy. 19S Aban-
doned vehicle; CR 1430 
Meet complainant; CR 1540 
Medical assist; E Lennon Dr. 
Medical assist; CR 1150 
Runaway; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; Hwy. 69 Reck-
less driver; S Texas St. 
Medical assist; CR 1410 
Medical assist; Hwy. 69W 
Meet complainant; W 
Lennon Dr. Business alarm; 
FM 2795 Medical assist; 
Ravine St. Child custody; 
CR 2220 Medical assist; PR 
7704 Welfare concern; Hwy. 
69W Motorist assist; S 1st 
St. Point Suspicious activity.

The Sheriff's Department 
reported 414 calls for the 
week. Among the calls were: 
1 medical alarm, 1 criminal 
trespass, 1 debris in roadway, 
5 disturbances, 34 extra 
patrols, 11 follow up investi-
gations, 1 found property, 1 
harassment, 1 gas leak, 10 
livestock on roadway calls, 
19 meet complainant calls, 1 
neighbor dispute, 5 grass 
fires, 2 problems with a 
person calls, 38 public ser-
vice calls, 11 reckless drivers, 
1 repossession, 1 runaway, 2 
smoke investigations, 4 sus-
picious activity calls, 2 suspi-
cious persons, 2 suspicious 
vehicles, 2 thefts, 1 traffic 
hazard, 1 prisoner transport, 
4 vehicle in roadway calls, 3 
warrant services, 3 welfare 
concerns, 1 trespassing, 5 
accidents, 7 controlled 
burns, 1 pole fire, 3 public 
assists, 2 911 hang up calls, 
56 area checks, 3 consensual 
contacts, 5 abandoned vehi-
cles, 1 hit-and-run accident, 
5 agency assists, 1 business 
alarm, 1 residence alarm, 2 
animal at large calls, 1 
animal bite, 1 animal welfare 
concern, 2 assaults, 7 
motorist assists, 1 burglary, 1 
child custody, 1 courtesy 
transport.

There were 104 traffic 
stops, 84 warnings, 13 cita-
tions, 35 medical calls, and 
22 transports.

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

Sheriff’s Report

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
11:

Fork: Slow. Nnormal 
stain; 54 degrees; 3.07 feet 
below pool. Water tempera-
tures have risen to 51-56 
degrees.

The morning bite is slow, 
but picks up by mid morning. 
Squarebill crankbaits and 
chatterbaits are good in 4-6 
feet around flats. Lipless 
crankbaits and suspending 
jerkbaits are good around 
ditches or drains in 5-7 feet. 
Some deeper fish showing up 
suspended over road beds 
and humps in 16-23 feet of 
water with deep diving 
crankbaits or flutter spoons. 
Report by Marc Mitchell, 
Mitchell’s Guide Service.

Crappie are stacked up on 
deep timber along the main 
lake creek channels like they 
have been all winter. Look 
for fish in the 35-60 feet 
depth range with fish around 

15-30 feet down. We still 
have some fish on other 
patterns like bridges, brush 
piles, tire reefs, points and 
ledges. These are more hit or 
miss and may be smaller fish. 
Small hand tied jigs and 
minnows are working well 
and I’m sure soft plastics will 
produce fish also. The most 
important thing I’ve seen 
after the last huge cold front 
is to fish slowly. Try to keep 
your baits in the strike zone 
just above fish as long as 
possible and as still as 
possible. Low wind days may 
be the best days for catching 
fish until the water tempera-
ture begins rising up and the 
bite changes. Not all fish will 
bite and you may see fifty 
percent of the fish bite well 
and the other half just do not 
respond to baits. Do not 
spend tons of time on non 
responsive fish. Move on to 
fish that want to bite and 
you’ll end up filling the 
cooler up. Report by Jacky 
Wiggins, Jacky Wiggins 
Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 52 degrees; 
1.98 feet below pool.

The white bass and 
hybrid-striper are still feed-
ing. The best bite was with 
soft plastics in 20-25 feet on 
the main lake. Eating sized 
blue catfish are good in 
40-50 feet on small cut shad 
and punch bait. Bigger fish 
are being caught compared 
to last week. The trophy 
catfish are good as fish feed 
up due to the falling temper-
atures. Quality fish up to 40 
pounds are on main lake 
points and mid depths in 
30-45 feet of water. The 
crappie are still fair on bridge 
columns and deep timber 
with jigs in 20-28 feet. The 
largemouth bass bite has 
slowed down with the cold 
shallow water temperature. 
Try rip rap with larger 
plastics in 8-12 feet. Report 
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORT

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
A Matter of Balance

According to a compiled 
list of fall-related statistics by 
the National Council on 
Aging (2023), 1 in 4 Ameri-

cans over 
age sixty-five 
fall every 
year, making 
falls the 
l e a d i n g 
cause of fatal 
and non-
fatal injuries 

in the United States. Addi-
tionally, every eleven sec-
onds someone over age 
sixty-five is treated in the 
emergency room for fall-
related injuries and every 
nineteen minutes someone 
dies from a fall-related 
injury. In other words, falls 
are responsible for more than 
3 million ER visits and more 
than 32,000 deaths annually. 
The fear of falling can lead to 
reduced activities, physical 
health decline, social isola-
tion and depression.

Aging comes with a 
variety of unique quirks, 
oddities and issues, but 
falling and fall-related 
injuries are at the top of the 
list of concerns. Factors 
contributing to fall risks 
include,

Physical Factors: Age-
related changes in vision, 
balance, and muscle strength 
can increase the likelihood 
of falls. Chronic health 
conditions such as arthritis, 
osteoporosis, and Parkinson's 
disease can also impair 
mobility and balance, mak-
ing individuals more suscep-

tible to falls.
Environmental Hazards: 

Cluttered living spaces, 
inadequate lighting, slippery 
floors, uneven surfaces, and 
lack of handrails or grab-bars 
significantly contribute to 
fall risks.

Medications: Certain 
medications, particularly 
those that cause dizziness, 
drowsiness, or changes in 
blood pressure, can increase 
the risk of falls.

Lifestyle Factors: Seden-
tary behavior, lack of physi-
cal activity, and poor nutri-
tion can weaken muscles, 
decrease bone density, and 
compromise overall health, 
thereby increasing suscepti-
bility to falls.

Falling, fall-related 
injuries, and a fear of falling 
do not have to be a guaran-
teed part of aging. Falls can 
be avoided through lifestyle 
changes and participation in 
evidence-based fall preven-
tion programs. A Matter of 
Balance (AMOB), an eight-
session evidence-based fall 
prevention program, has 
been specifically designed to 
help seniors aged sixty and 
older reduce their fear of 
falling and increase activity 
levels. Many older adults 
who develop this fear often 
limit their activities, which 
can result in physical weak-
ness, making the risk of 
falling even greater. Activi-
ties are conducted in two-
hour sessions once a week 
over an eight-week period. 
AMOB addresses physical, 

environmental, medical, and 
lifestyle factors associated 
with falling along with 
introducing evidence-based 
exercises. Attending an 
AMOB course significantly 
reduces the risk of falls and 
helps improve quality of life 
for aging individuals.

Rains County AgriLife 
will be hosting A Matter of 
Balance. This eight-session 
program will be held every 
Wednesday from 10:00 am 
-12:00 noon beginning April 
1 at the Rains County 
AgriLife Extension office, 
located at 410 Tawakoni Dr. 
in Emory. Please consider 
joining if you are concerned 
about falls, have fallen in the 
past, have restricted your 
activities due to falling 
concerns, or have an interest 
in improving balance, flexi-
bility, and strength.

Call to reserve your spot! 
If you or someone you love 
has experienced a fall or has 
a fear of falling, call the 
Rains County AgriLife 
Extension office at 903- 
473-4580 to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited. This 
program is open to all and is 
free of charge.

If you have questions or 
concerns, contact 903-473-
4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming events or 
additional information visit 
https://rains.agrilife.org/ or 
follow Rains County AgriL-
ife on Facebook.

Visit us online: www.RainsCountyLeader.com
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Flushing Out
a Poacher

On Nov. 2, Henderson 
County Game Wardens filed 
charges against a man for 
hunting without landowner 
consent. The wardens had 
been investigating the sus-
pect since last deer season, 
when they found an unusual 
hunting blind made out of a 
converted port-a-potty. 
Unable to catch the suspect 
last year, wardens set up a 
game camera along the prop-
erty line in hopes the hunter 
would return to hunt the 
same unusual blind.

On the opening morning 
of deer season, the camera 
captured the suspect walking 
to his "toilet stand." Not long 
after, wardens confronted the 
hunter and he confessed to 
hunting without permission. 
Charges were filed, and the 
man removed the blind and 
feeder from the property.

Bailout Results
in Bale-Out

While assisting other law 
enforcement agencies as part 
of Operation Lone Star, a 

Texas Game Warden and his 
K9 partner, Jake, were called 
to track a bailout suspect. 
Before starting their search 
for the bailout, though, Jake 
alerted to the vehicle — an 
indication people could be 
inside. However, Jake and his 
partner began pursuing the 
track of the bailout suspect 
and left the vehicle alone so 
it could be processed for 
evidence.

After successfully locating 
and aiding in the apprehen-
sion of their suspect, the 
game warden received a call 
from the agent at the scene 
and were surprised to learn 
the haybale in the bed of the 
truck had just flipped over 
and requested assistance. 
Officers discovered 10 
undocumented individuals 
hiding inside the fake hay 
bale.

Baiting and Blasting

On Sept. 13, an Atascosa 
County Game Warden was 
monitoring a property where 
illegal hunting activity was 
suspected. After hearing sev-
eral shotgun blasts, the war-
den entered the property and 

discovered two men hunting 
dove over bait. It was during 
a special white-wing only 
season and only two mourn-
ing doves were allowed per 
hunter. The hunters were 
intentionally over their limit 
of mourning dove and were 
still actively hunting when 
the warden arrived.

While investigating the 
incident, the warden looked 
through feed sacks in the bed 
of a truck. He was surprised 
to discover two cleaned out, 
untagged jake Rio Grande 
turkeys in an empty feed 
sack. One hunter admitted to 
shooting them earlier in the 
day and had asked the second 
hunter to dispose of the 
carcasses, which he had not 
yet done.

The hunters were issued 
citations for killing turkeys 
out of season, exceeding the 
daily bag limit of mourning 
doves, placing bait to attract 
and hunting over bait. The 
illegally taken game was 
seized and donated. Cases 
and civil restitution are 
pending.

GAME WARDEN FIELD NOTES

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Senate GOP opens wallet for Paxton’s campaign

The Senate Republican 
leadership is pouring tens of 
millions of dollars into the 
U.S. Senate campaign of 

T e x a s 
At to rney 
G e n e r a l 
Ken Pax-
ton, who is 
locked in a 
tight race 
w i t h 
D e m o -
c r a t i c 
n o m i n e e 

James Talarico.
A super PAC affiliated 

with Senate Majority Leader 
John Thune last week pur-
chased about $32 million in 
television broadcast ads 
across the state’s major 

media markets, The Texas 
Tribune reported. In addi-
tion, MAGA Inc., a PAC 
aligned with President Don-
ald Trump, bought $10 
million in ads.

Paxton is trailing slightly 
in the most recent polls. To 
date, he has been vastly 
outspent by Talarico and his 
allies.

Paxton spoke at the 
Republican midterm con-
vention held last week in 
Dallas, according to the 
Texas Standard. He 
unveiled his economic plan, 
titled Protecting the Texas 
Promise.

“Everywhere I go, I meet 
Texans working harder than 
ever that still worry that 

they’ll never get ahead,” 
Paxton said. “Those are the 
people that I’m fighting for.”

Meanwhile, Talarico was 
slated to appear on late-
night host Jimmy Kimmel’s 
network show, but the inter-
view was pulled under con-
cerns that the Federal Com-
munications Commission 
would take punitive action.

The interview was aired 
on YouTube instead. Several 
news outlets reported it 
received 5 million views in 
its first 24 hours.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
High housing costs cut 2025 income gains

High housing costs slowed 
income growth in Texas last 
year, according to figures 
from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, The Texas Tribune 

reported.
T h e 

s t a t e ’ s 
m e d i a n 
household 
i n c o m e 
w a s 
$ 8 2 , 6 2 5 , 
up slightly 
from the 
p r e v i o u s 
year. That 

is slightly lower than the 
national median household 
income of $84,780.

The state’s poverty rank 
shrank, but the number of 
older Texans and families 
living in poverty rose, census 
data indicates. Housing costs 
rose for both renters and 
homeowners.

More than half of the 
state’s 4.3 million renters are 
spending a third of their 
take-home pay on rent, 
while the share of homeown-
ers with a mortgage consid-
ered “cost-burdened” rose 
slightly to 32 percent in 
2025.

Hispanic and Black 
households had the largest 
increases in median income, 
now up to $70,438 and 
$64,664, respectively. That 
still lags behind white 
median household income at 
$92,479.

Nuclear power 
projects coming to 

Texas

Billions of dollars in 
federal grants and lucrative 
tax credits are driving more 
than a half/dozen nuclear 
power projects in the state, 
the Houston Chronicle 
reported.

A number of startup 
nuclear companies are 
located in the state, most 
setting up offices in and 
around Austin. Several uni-
versities, including Texas 
Tech, Texas A&M and 
Abilene Christian Univer-
sity, are partnering with the 
companies.

In Abilene, the startup 
Natural Resources is build-

ing a test reactor on ACU’s 
campus. The plan is to 
eventually produce small 
modular reactors on an 
assembly-line basis.

“I can see Stargate, one of 
the world’s largest data cen-
ters, out my window,” said 
CEO Jordan Robison. “The 
need is out there. We need 
to find clean, firm generation 
sources. The technology is 
proven, and we have the 
ability to bring the cost 
down.”

Some skeptics question 
whether nuclear power is 
economically feasible. 
Andrew Kleinman, an ana-
lyst at the research firm 
Wood Mackenzie, said no 
one has proven that building 
nuclear reactors can com-
pete economically with more 
traditional power sources, 
such as natural gas plants, or 
wind and solar farms.

“It’s all still pretty early 
on. We have one project 
under construction and one 
that just got a construction 
permit,” he said. “We don’t 
know how much it’s going to 
cost, but odds are the first 
ones are going to be expen-
sive.”

Texans are getting 
older, census data 

shows

The median age of a 
Texas resident last year was 
36.2 years, according to 
census data, nearly 3 years 
older than the state’s median 
age a decade ago. The data 
shows that Texas still 
remains significantly younger 
than the country as a whole. 
The median U.S. age was 
39.5 years, The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported.

“I don’t think I would flag 
it as a bad thing for Texas,” 
said Lloyd Potter, a professor 
emeritus at the Texas Demo-
graphic Center. He said the 
state’s rising educational 
levels and diverse workforce 
are encouraging signs.

Potter said the rising 
median age in Texas largely 
reflects the aging baby 
boomer population and 
lower birth rates.

“We’re still a young state, 
but we are getting older,” he 

added. 

Families can use 
voucher money to 

shop online

Texas families who have 
opted to enter the state’s 
new school voucher program 
received another round of 
funding in October, and 
families have spent nearly 
$50 million on purchases 
through the online market-
place Odyssey, the Texas 
Standard reported. That is 
about 20 percent of the $270 
million allocated thus far.

Families can receive up to 
$10,400 per child. While 
much of that goes for tuition 
and fees at private schools, 
money left over can be spent 
for books, school supplies, 
tutoring, therapy, and 
enrichment activities. Ques-
tions have been raised about 
oversight of the voucher 
program, which was origi-
nally funded with $1 billion 
of taxpayer money. Travis 
Pillow oversees the program 
for the Texas Comptroller’s 
Office.

“Everything that is on 
that online purchasing plat-
form has been reviewed to 
ensure that it meets the 
requirements in the law and 
is an eligible education 
expense,” Pillow said.

Texas families can choose 
from more than 2,200 
approved vendors. That 
includes businesses offering 
cheerleading, piano, and 
cooking classes, as well as 
jiu-jitsu lessons.

State Sen. Royce West, 
D-Dallas, said allowing 
families to use taxpayer 
money for purchases beyond 
private school tuition is 
unfair.

“I can give you $10,000, 
and you can use a portion of 
that $10k, which is taxpayer 
money, in order to procure 
services and/or products at 
taxpayers’ expense,” West 
said. “You can’t do that in a 
public school.”

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, including 
in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.
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Dear Savvy Senior,
My husband and I are 

relocating to a nearby state to 
be closer to our daughter and 
will need to find a new primary 
care physician when we arrive. 

We are both 
in our late 70s 
and are inter-
ested in get-
ting a geriatri-
cian to over-
see our health 
care going 
forward. Any 
sug g e s t i on s 
for finding 

someone?

Searching for Care

Dear Searching,
Choosing a geriatrician as 

your primary care doctor in 
your 70s is a good idea, 
especially if you’re dealing 
with various age-related 
health problems. But if 
you’re in relatively good 
health you may not need a 
geriatrician. A good primary 
care doctor with an age-
friendly philosophy may be 
all you need. Here’s what 
you should know.

Who Needs a 
Geriatrician?

Geriatricians are primary 
care doctors that have addi-
tional specialized training in 
treating older patients. 
Those who can benefit the 
most from seeing a geriatri-
cian are seniors age 75 and 
older with multiple health 
and age-related problems 
such as cardiovascular dis-
ease, diabetes, hypertension, 
incontinence, osteoporosis, 
cognitive decline, frailty, 
depression, or trouble with 
balance and falls.

Geriatricians are also 
particularly adept at tackling 
medication problems. 
Because many seniors take 
multiple medications at the 
same time for various health 
conditions, and because 
aging bodies often absorb 
and metabolize drugs differ-
ently than younger adults, 
unique side effects and drug 
interactions are not uncom-
mon. A geriatrician will 
evaluate and monitor your 
medications to be sure they 
are not affecting you in a 
harmful way.

Geriatricians can also help 
their patients and families 
determine their long-term 
care needs, like how long 
they can remain in their own 
homes safely without assis-
tance, and what type of 
services may be necessary 
when they do need some 
extra help.

Unfortunately, there’s a 
shortage of geriatricians in 
the U.S., so depending on 
where you are moving, 
finding one may be difficult.

To help you locate one in 
your new area, use Medi-
care’s online find and com-
pare search tool. Just go to 
Medicare.gov/care-compare 
and click on “Doctors & 
Clinicians” and type in your 
location, then type in “geri-
atric medicine” in the Name 
& Keyword box. You can 
also get this information by 
calling Medicare at 800-633-
4227. The American Geri-
atrics Society also has a 
geriatrician-finder tool on 
their website at HealthinAg-
ing.org.

If you’re enrolled in a 
Medicare Advantage plan, 
contact your plan for a list of 

network geriatricians in your 
new area.

Keep in mind, though, 
that locating a geriatrician 
doesn’t guarantee you will be 
accepted as a patient. Many 
doctors already have a full 
patient roster and don’t 
accept any new patients. 
You’ll need to call the 
individual doctor’s office to 
find out.

Age-Friendly PCPs

If you and your husband 
are in relatively good health 
or if you can’t find a geriatri-
cian in your new area, a good 
primary care physician 
(PCP) that practices age-
friendly care would also be a 
viable choice.

To search for new PCPs, 
use the previously listed 
Medicare tools. Once you 
locate a few, call their office 
and ask if they’re accepting 
new patients and if they 
practice the 4Ms of age 
friendly care, which include: 
What Matters (your goals 
and priorities); Medication 
safety and appropriateness; 
Mentation (cognition and 
mood); and Mobility (ways 
to keep you moving).

You can also research new 
doctors at sites like Health-
grades.com and Vitals.com.

If you’re finding it hard to 
get into a new practice, you 
might even consider looking 
for a geriatric nurse practi-
tioner or advanced practice 
registered nurse to serve as 
your PCP.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Locate an Age-Friendly Doctor

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

by Bartee Haile
The search for George 

Sessions Perry, missing from 
his riverside home in Con-
necticut, entered its second 
month on Jan. 14, 1957 with 

no sign of 
the famous 
writer.

T h e 
future novel-
ist and mag-
azine con-
tributor was 
born and 
raised in the 
C e n t r a l 

Texas town of Rockdale. His 
father, owner of two drug 
stores, and artistic mother 
doted on their only child 
gladly granting his every 
wish.

Even though the Perrys 
did not live directly off the 
land, the sensitive boy 
empathized with the share-
croppers and tenant farmers 
of Milam County. Two of his 
early unpublished novels 
were scathing indictments of 
the rural poverty witnessed 
in his youth.

The head of the house-
hold died of Bright’s disease, 
which destroys the kidneys, 
in 1921, when Perry was 11 
years old. His emotionally 
fragile mother quickly mar-
ried again but took her own 
life in 1923.

According to a childhood 
friend, Perry felt responsible 
for the tragic death of his 
beloved mother. “First, 
because his failure to give her 
the affection she needed 
caused her to remarry, and 
then because he did not kill 
the husband who had made 
her so unhappy.”

The orphan rebelled 
against his domineering and 
ill-tempered grandmother 
and an uncle, who doled out 
the income from his inheri-
tance. In response to Perry’s 
bad behavior and poor 
grades, the surrogate father 
packed him off to Allen 
Academy in Bryan, where he 
shaped up and finished high 
school.

After attending South-
western University, Purdue 
and the University of Hous-
ton, Perry quit college alto-
gether and spent six months 
selling shoes and lampshades 

in Chicago. Deciding to see 
the world, he worked his way 
across the Atlantic aboard a 
freighter but was caught 
without a passport in France 
and deported to the United 
States.

Perry sweet-talked his 
uncle into giving him some 
traveling money and 
returned to Europe. Half a 
year in Spain, France and 
Algeria satisfied his wander-
lust and rekindled his inter-
est in writing.

In 1931 Perry came back 
to the Lone Star State and 
married Claire Hodges, a 
coed he met at Southwest-
ern. The newlyweds moved 
into the family home with his 
grandmother and struggled 
to survive on $100 a month 
from the groom’s inheri-
tance.

Over the next six years, 
the aspiring author produced 
six novels and more than 50 
short stories, all with rural 
Texas settings, but never got 
so much as a nibble from 
publishing houses and 
national magazines.

Perry surely would have 
given up without the stead-
fast support and encourage-
ment of his self-sacrificing 
soul mate. Claire not only 
translated his scrawl into 
neatly typed manuscripts and 
corrected his grammar but 
also stood up to her hus-
band’s dictatorial granny, 
something his own mother 
had never done.

His big break came at last 
in 1937. The Saturday 
Evening Post finally accepted 
one of Perry’s submissions 
and, Doubleday bought his 
first novel, Walls Rise Up, the 
comic tale of three Brazos 
River vagrants. Within two 
years, he sold a dozen more 
short stories and went to 
Hollywood to work on a 
movie script.

Hold Autumn in Your 
Hand, generally considered 
the best depiction of agrarian 
life in Texas, was published 
in 1941. The critically 
acclaimed book won the 
Texas Institute of Letters 
award and the National Book 
Award for the 31-year-old 
novelist and inspired the 
1945 motion picture “The 
Southerner” starring Texas 

native Zachary Scott.
Perry felt humiliated by his 

rejection for military service 
in World War II due to a stiff 
elbow suffered in a fall from 
a horse. Determined to do his 
patriotic part, he went over-
seas as a civilian war corre-
spondent and covered the 
Allied landings on Sicily in 
1943.

Perry was so traumatized 
by the horrors of combat that 
he could never again bring 
himself to write fiction. 
Light-hearted yarns about 
the colorful folk of the Texas 
countryside seemed sacrile-
gious after what he had seen.

Perry stayed busy, how-
ever, knocking out 57 maga-
zine pieces, most for the 
Saturday Evening Post and its 
sister periodical the Country 
Gentleman, between 1945 
and 1950. Twenty-four of 
those articles were for The 
Post’s popular “Cities of 
America” series, an ironic 
assignment for someone who 
openly despised urban life.

In the early 1950’s, Perry’s 
output dropped to six or 
seven articles a year. His sole 
book-length project was the 
75th anniversary history of 
Texas A&M.

Arthritis of the spine 
made writing more and more 
difficult. For years, Perry had 
put off seeing a doctor for the 
crippling condition, prefer-
ring to medicate himself with 
whiskey, and by 1954 he was 
an alcoholic wreck haunted 
by voices and hallucinations.

Shortly before the tor-
mented Texan disappeared 
in December 1956, the friend 
who would identify his body 
two months later dropped by 
the author’s Connecticut 
home. “The best thing I can 
do in this depressed state,” 
George Sessions Perry told 
the visitor, “is either jump 
into the river and swim to the 
north pole or run into the 
woods until I drop.”

The 45-year-old basket-
case must have tried to do 
the former because it was in 
the river that flowed past his 
home that searchers finally 
found his remains.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Great Writer a Miserable Human Being

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Lately there have been 
some very large lawsuits from 
several media companies 
(newspaper, cinema, online 
news, social media and 

o t h e r s ) 
against sev-
eral high-
profile artifi-
cial intelli-
gence (AI) 
s y s t e m s . 
They claim 
that AI sys-
tems are 
using a 
tremendous 

amount of research and 
copyrighted materials from 
social media sites, web sites, 
news sites, hobbyist sites, 
and countless other types of 
sites without proper attribu-
tion or compensation.

The emergence of artifi-
cial intelligence as a primary 
source of knowledge presents 
a significant dilemma for the 
future of traditional websites. 
For three decades, the web 
has operated on a simple but 
effective exchange: creators 
produce valuable content, 
and users access it through 
search engines or direct 
visits, generating traffic that 
supports further creation 
through advertising, sub-
scriptions, or visibility.

This ecosystem allowed 
for diverse perspectives, 
funding models, and eco-
nomic sustainability for con-
tent producers. However, 
the increasing number of 
lawsuits against AI providers 
reveals that AI-powered 
systems are disrupting this 
model by harvesting vast 
amounts of web content to 
train AI systems which sub-
sequently provide direct 
answers to user queries. The 
inquirer never has to visit an 
actual website to get answers 

to their questions.
This shift threatens to 

undermine the very infra-
structure that enabled AI's 
development. When users 
receive instant answers from 
AI interfaces rather than 
clicking through to websites, 
traffic declines dramatically, 
jeopardizing the revenue 
models that support quality 
journalism, educational con-
tent, and specialized exper-
tise. The convenience of AI 
comes at the cost of trans-
parency—users often cannot 
discern the original sources 
of information, raising con-
cerns about attribution, con-
text, and the potential loss of 
perspective that human cre-
ators provide.

Many websites today have 
original copyrighted infor-
mation that is provided for a 
user to view and enjoy but 
not take and use themselves 
in their own original work.

For example, a person 
may ask an AI system to 
generate a poem about a 
particular topic. To do so, 
the AI system may pull from 
its database an actual copy-
righted poem. The AI user 
may not realize that and 
include that poem in some 
work being done thinking 
that it's not really anybody's 
individual work but rather 
the public domain creation 
of an AI system.

My understanding is that 
AI systems require the end 
user to agree and accept that 
they are responsible if they 
use anything that turns out 
to be copyrighted, rather 
than the AI system. The 
original author and copyright 
owner of that poem can go 
after the person who pub-
lished it (having gotten it 
from an AI system) for 
damages in violating the 

copyright on the poem. The 
liability issues could be very 
unpleasant and expensive for 
people who had no idea they 
were publishing the original 
copyrighted work of another 
person instead of the random 
output of an AI system.

Despite the use of AI 
systems by increasing num-
bers of people to get informa-
tion in lieu of visiting web-
sites, it may be that giving 
last rites to websites may be 
premature. While AI excels 
at summarizing existing 
information, human creators 
still provide original 
research, investigative 
reporting, and authentic 
experiences that machines 
cannot replicate.

The solution likely lies in 
a recalibrated relationship 
between AI systems and 
content creators – one that 
includes proper attribution, 
fair compensation mecha-
nisms, and transparent 
sourcing. The web may 
evolve rather than disappear, 
with websites potentially 
serving as verified knowledge 
repositories that feed AI 
systems while maintaining 
their role as destinations for 
those seeking deeper engage-
ment, community interac-
tion, and authoritative con-
tent.

I suspect that the various 
lawsuits will eventually lead 
to a more cooperative envi-
ronment between web infor-
mation providers and the AI 
models that want useful, 
accurate, and timely infor-
mation. An ongoing sustain-
able compensation system 
will no doubt be a key 
element in the settlement of 
these pending lawsuits. In a 
future post I will cover how 
that might work.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
The End of the Web?

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional
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The Rains County Leader 

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan
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TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
After Tuesday, We’re Still Neighbors

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Texas Rural Reporter

I’m writing this piece on 
the Sunday before the elec-

tion, not 
knowing the 
outcome. By 
the time you 
read it, you 
may be cele-
brating. Or 
you may be 
w o n d e r i n g 
how in the 
world our 
country is 

going to survive.
I think we can agree on 

one thing: This election 
cycle has been brutal. 
Between the TV commer-
cials, the mailers, and the 
social media messages, it has 
been hard to sort out the 
truth.

Too much of it has relied 
on scare tactics that leave 
people confused and afraid. 
More concerningly, it has 
brought out the worst in 
many of our friends and 
neighbors, right here in our 
communities.

To be clear, I believe 
strongly that discussion and 
debate belong in a democ-
racy. We are supposed to 
disagree, ask hard questions 
and argue about the direc-
tion of our country. But 
somewhere along the way, 
we’ve decided that people 
who vote differently must be 
bad people.

Bad Americans. Even bad 
Christians.

How did we get here?
Our government is sup-

posed to work for the people. 
But politicians have figured 
out that keeping us angry at 
one another can keep us 
from looking too closely at 
them. While we argue on 
Facebook and X about 
socialism and Christian 
nationalism, who is asking 

whether the people we 
elected are actually doing 
their jobs?

Are our schools getting 
what they need? Can our 
families afford to live? Are 
our rural communities get-
ting stronger? Those ques-
tions deserve more attention 
than who won the latest 
argument on Facebook.

Many of us may have 
found ourselves disagreeing 
with friends and neighbors 
this year as we made the very 
personal decision of how to 
vote. For some, those 
choices brought criticism, 
strained friendships and 
even questions about our 
faith. That hurts, especially 
when it comes from people 
we care about.

But here’s the thing: It 
should not be this way.

We live in America. We 
value freedom of speech and 
the freedom to make up our 
own minds. Surely that 
includes the freedom to cast 
a ballot without having to 
defend our faith or our place 
in the community.

Loving God, our families, 
and our country does not 
mean we will all vote the 
same way.

I don’t know how you are 
feeling as you read this. 
Maybe your candidates won. 
Maybe they lost. Maybe, like 
me, you’re just tired of what 
this election has done to 
relationships you thought 
were stronger than politics.

Either way, we are still 
Texans and Americans. We 
still want safe roads, good 
schools, and thriving com-
munities. We still need our 
rural hospitals, our farmers 
and ranchers, our small 
businesses and one another.

The person you argued 
with on Facebook may be the 
same person who shows up 
when your pasture catches 
fire, brings dinner when 

someone in your family is 
sick, or sits beside you in 
church on Sunday.

An election should not 
make us forget that.

I’m not asking anyone to 
give up what they believe. 
I’m certainly not giving up 
what I believe. But we can 
stop sharing things meant to 
humiliate our neighbors. We 
can ask someone why they 
voted the way they did and 
actually listen to the answer. 
And we can expect whoever 
won to get to work, then pay 
attention to whether they 
do.

Maybe when I read this 
after the election, I will see 
things differently. Right now, 
I’m still a little heartbroken, 
and I’m worried about how 
we come back together. I 
suspect I’m not the only one.

But I also want to thank 
those of you who faithfully 
read this column each week. 
We started in August, a little 
over a year ago, and I’ve 
loved sharing what’s on my 
heart and mind with you.

Some of you agree with 
me. Some of you let me 
know, in no uncertain terms, 
when you don’t. I appreciate 
that you keep reading and 
that we keep talking.

No matter what happened 
Tuesday, we still have a lot 
to talk about. I’ll keep asking 
hard questions, sharing what 
I believe and listening to 
what you have to say.

God bless rural Texas – 
it’s the best Texas.

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and 
publisher of the Hansford County 
Reporter-Statesman and Sherman 
County Gazette. A former Capitol 
staffer with decades of experience in 
Texas politics and policy, she now 
focuses on how state decisions shape 
rural life through her newspapers, 
including the Texas Rural Reporter. 
Subscribe at www.TexasRural
Reporter.Substack.com.
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The Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center (TFFC) has 
opened the Texas division of 
Wildlife Forever’s 2027 Fish 
Art Contest for entries. The 
Texas division of the contest 
will celebrate 20 years in 
2027 thanks to the vision of 
Mr. Richard M. (Dick) Hart, 
a conservation leader who 
helped bring the program to 
the state. Mr. Hart was a 
successful business and fam-
ily man with a passion for 
fishing, conservation, and 
TFFC.

It was Hart’s belief that 
educators are the key to 
encourage and inspire youth 
conservation education. To 
honor these educators, the 
national Richard M. Hart 
Educator of the Year Award 
was established in 2022. 
Educators across the nation 
can be nominated and recog-
nized for their impact and 
inspiration of future stewards 
of the outdoors.

The Fish Art Contest is 
accepting entries until Feb. 
28 as part of an international 
conservation education pro-
gram designed to foster 
youth interest in fish, fish-
eries, and fishing.

“The Fish Art contest is 
just one way we can help our 
students connect with the 
outdoors,” said Darrel Mal-
one, education and interpre-
tation coordinator at TFFC. 
“As they research their cho-
sen fish species and begin to 
learn about its habitat, they 
begin to find a personal 
connection to their fish. This 
connection can help inspire 
the future stewards of our 
natural resources. The Fish 
Art Contest is more than just 
drawing a fish; it is establish-
ing a bond with the out-

doors."
Contest participants must 

submit a completed online 
entry form and an original 
illustration of a fish from the 
curated freshwater and salt-
water lists available on the 
Texas Fish Art Contest 
webpage. Educators can use 
a group entry form to save 
time. Entry categories 
include kindergarten, grades 
1-3, 4-6, 7-9, and 10-12. 
Applicants in grades 4-12 are 
also required to submit a 
one-page creative writing 
piece. Students may submit 
only one entry per year. 
Entries must be in 2D format 
and scanned as digital sub-
missions only no later than 
Feb. 28.

The Texas Fish Art Con-
test’s Special Species Award 
showcases a focus species or 
set of species. In 2027, the 
species chosen is the Ameri-
can eel. Information on the 
American eel can be found 
on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s 
(TPWD) American eel fact 
sheet web page.

One winner will be cho-
sen from all entries and 
spotlighted at the TFFC. 
Students must correctly label 
their artwork and have the 
fish be identifiable as the 
correct focus species, but do 
not need to submit addi-
tional paperwork for consid-
eration.

Texas winners are 
awarded scholarship invest-
ment, featured in an exhibit 
at the TFFC, invited to a 
family fishing celebration to 
recognize their achievements 
and featured in TPWD’s 
Fish Art Contest Flickr 
album.

Additionally, winners will 

earn automatic entry to 
Wildlife Forever’s national 
contest. Texas students may 
choose to enter national 
specialty awards with fish not 
found in Texas; however, 
they will not be eligible for 
Texas state awards due to 
the one entry per student 
limit.

Educators who wish to 
have their students enter the 
2027 contest can find entry 
forms, rules, guidelines and 
more on the TFFC Fish Art 
Contest website.

The Fish Art Contest is 
sponsored nationally by 
Wildlife Forever, Bass Pro 
Shops, Rapala, U.S. Forest 
Service, Guy Harvey Ocean 
Foundation, Great Lake 
Fishery Commission, 
Yamaha Right Waters and 
the International Game and 
Fish Association. Statewide 
support is provided by the 
Friends of the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center.

Located in White Bear 
Lake, Minn., Wildlife For-
ever is a nonprofit, multi-
species conservation organi-
zation dedicated to conserv-
ing America’s wildlife her-
itage. Working at the grass-
roots level, Wildlife Forever 
has funded conservation 
projects in all 50 states, 
committing millions of dol-
lars to “on-the-ground” 
efforts. Wildlife Forever 
supports habitat restoration 
and enhancement, land 
acquisition, research and 
management of fish and 
wildlife populations.

For more information, 
visit the TFFC Texas Fish 
Art Contest website and the 
Texas Fish Art Program 
Facebook page.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE
2027 Youth Fish Art Contest Welcomes Entries

Sports

city’s water rates.
Nelson noted that the 

new ordinance sets the rule 
that starting in 2027, the city 
will only allow extensions on 
payment of the bill three 
times per year. It would 
increase base sewer rates for 
residences and commercial 
businesses by $2 each.

The proposed ordinance 
would increase trash service 
to $26.82 for residences with 
one container. The council 
stated that the cost is the 
rate that the city is charged 
by the provider with no 
additional fees.

Other fee proposals 

include water and sewer taps 
for new construction moving 
to $2,300 while the new 
customer deposit will remain 
$250. The charge to have 
water service restored after 
hours moves from $50 to 
$75.

It was stated that the rates 
were determined after cost 
research and polling of seven 
surrounding cities.

Nelson announced that a 
public hearing on the pro-
posed rate changes will be 
held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 12, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers of Point 
City Hall. All residents and 

water customers are invited 
to come and talk about the 
proposed changes.

At the conclusion of that 
November meeting, the 
council will consider adopt-
ing the new rates.

After the ordinance was 
read and discussed, no action 
was taken and the meeting 
adjourned.

The next regular meeting 
of the Point City Council 
will be held on Thursday, 
November 12, at the Point 
City Hall following the 
public hearing.

POINT
Continued from page 1

They appointed Clifann 
McCarley as the East 
Tawakoni Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Secre-
tary and Treasurer.

Mayor Harold Chandler 
was not present for the 
meeting.

The next regular meeting 
of the East Tawakoni City 
Council is scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 17, at 
7:00 p.m. in the council 
chambers of East Tawakoni 
City Hall.

ET
Continued from page 1
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RAINS WILDCATS
VS.

WINNSBORO RAIDERS
Friday Night • 7:30 p.m. • Red Raider Stadium

Wildcat Jonahthan Rivera (56) and Carter Shearrer (75) double down on the Tiger defensive tackle to open a hole during the 56-25 loss to Commerce on October 30.
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Sports

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcat varsity 
football team battled the 
Commerce Tigers on Senior 
night, but big plays doomed 
them to a 56-25 loss on 
Friday night, October 30.

Turnovers proved to be 
the difference as the Rains 
offense gained 328 yards 
compared to the 379 yards 
gained by Commerce.

Senior Jabari Shields car-
ried the ball 19 times for 82 
yards and a touchdown, 
while sophomore DaQuan 
Hutchison ran for 12 yards 
on four carries and a touch-
down.

Junior Major Wallace 
completed 13 of 23 passes for 
177 yards and a touchdown. 
He was sacked four times for 
a total loss of 31 yards.

Junior Adam Colson 
caught four passes for 70 
yards, and senior Samuel 
Haney hauled in four passes 
for 32 yards.

On the defensive side, 
sophomore Chris Montano 
led the Wildcat defense with 
six tackles. Junior Zachary 
Drummond and junior Jas-
deep Dhesi had five tackles 
each.

After a failed onside kick 
by Rains, Commerce started 
in Wildcat territory. They 
needed three plays to score 
on a one-yard touchdown 
run. Rains 0, Commerce 7.

The Wildcats answered 
with an 11-play, 43-yard 
drive with Shields punching 
it in from three yards out. 

Rains 7, Commerce 7.
Rains successfully recov-

ered the onside kick this 
time, but an outstanding play 
by a Tiger defender resulted 
in an interception.

Commerce scored in 
seven plays with a 21-yard 
pass play to take the lead for 
good. Rains 7, Commerce 
14.

The Wildcat offense 
started the next drive with 
an incompletion, but a half-
back pass play ended with 
another interception by the 
Tiger defense.

Commerce managed 27 
yards before Hutchison 
stripped the ball and it was 
recovered by sophomore 
Cooper Combs.

The ball was stripped 
again on the next play and 
the Tigers took back the ball. 
They scored in three plays 
with a 28-yard touchdown 
pass. Rains 7, Commerce 21.

The Wildcats’s next drive 
was stalled by two sacks and 
they were forced to punt.

A big sack by Montano 
backed up the Tiger offense 
and the Rains defense held 
Commerce to a punt.

The Wildcat offense con-
verted a fourth-and-17 with 
a 27-yard pass to the one-
yard line. Colson punched it 
in for the touchdown. Rains 
13, Commerce 21.

The Tigers ran out the 
half of the game with an 
eight-play, 78-yard drive that 
ended with a 12-yard touch-
down run. Rains 13, Com-
merce 28.

A fumbled second half 

kickoff gave the ball to 
Commerce. They scored on 
six-yard touchdown run in 
four plays. Rains 13, Com-
merce 35.

The Wildcat offense 
started attacking the Tiger 
defense in the air with an 
eight-yard pass and a 27-yard 
pass. They scored on a 
28-yard touchdown pass. 
Rains 19, Commerce 35.

Commerce started their 
next drive with a 23-yard run 
and finished it with a 14-yard 
touchdown pass. Rains 19, 
Commerce 42.

Three incompletions 
forced a punt by the Wild-
cats, and the Tigers scored in 
four plays with a 33-yard 
touchdown pass. Rains 19, 
Commerce 49.

Rains moved the ball 53 
yards in seven plays with 
Hutchison scoring from 15 
yards out. Rains 25, Com-
merce 49.

The fourth quarter started 
with Commerce going 47 
yards in 11 plays and finish-
ing with a four-yard touch-
down pass.

The Wildcats finished the 
game with a 13-play drive 
that ended with an incom-
pletion in the end zone as 
the clock ran out.

The Rains Wildcats are 
1-4 in District 7-3A-1 and 
move to 2-7 overall.

They will wrap up the 
season in Winnsboro against 
the Raiders on Friday night, 
November 6, with kickoff 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

Wildcats go toe-to-toe with 
Tigers, fall to big plays

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcat Sam Moore (25) breaks away from Tiger defenders and sprints for the end zone 
during the 56-25 district loss to Commerce on Friday, October 30, at Wildcat Stadium.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcat Cooper Combs (2) dives on the loose ball after the ball was striped from a Tiger 
during the district loss to the Commerce Tigers, 56-25, on Friday night, October 30.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat 
varsity volleyball team con-
tinues to wrap up District 
14-3A play after losing to 
Quitman and beating Prairi-
land on the road.

On Friday, October 16, 
the Lady Cats traveled to 
Quitman to take on the 
Lady Bulldogs and lost in 
three sets, 3-0. The set score 
was 25-23, 25-12 and 25-23.

The Rains volleyball team 
held the Coach T’s 
Fundraiser Tournament on 
Saturday, October 17, in 
Talkington Gym.

Teams of coaches, family, 
friends and JV players were 
recruited by Jaycee Phillips, 

Torri Forbes, Kyal Williams, 
Harper Jones, Rylee Houch-
ins, Paetyn Hogan, Arianna 
Philson and Annie Piechota.

After all the battles 
between teammates, Jone’s 
team, Block Party, was 
crowned the champions.

The teams headed to 
Pattonville on Tuesday, 
October 20, and scored the 
3-2 victory over the Prairi-
land Lady Patriots.

The Rains Lady Cats are 
1-9 in District 14-3A and 
12-22 for the season.(As of 
10-19-26)

They will wrap up the 
season on Friday, October 
23, when they travel to 
Commerce to take on the 
Lady Tigers. The match is 
scheduled to start at 5:00 

p.m.

RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Ladies finish season on the road
Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Jaycee Phillips sets the ball to the net for her Iconic team mate to attempt a spike 
during the Coach T’s Fundraiser Tournament on Saturday, October 17, in Talkington Gym.

The subject for the col-
umns I share each week with 
you sometime come very 
easily, especially when I am 
present on the water with a 
pro guide learning new ways 

to outsmart 
fish or pos-
sibly hunt-
ing a new 
area that I 
wish to tell 
you about. 
But other 
times, I 
have to 

spend some time contem-
plating what I think you 
might be interested in read-
ing about. I’ve never enjoyed 
reporting outdoor news. 
Here in Texas we can learn 
all about what’s going on by 
visiting the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife website. My goal as 
an outdoor writer has always 
been to put you right there in 
the boat with me or in the 
woods or fields pursuing 
game or birds. 

So there I was last week, 
settled into a bow blind 
hoping a big pre-rut buck 
would ease out of the brush 
within bow range. With 
afternoon temperatures 
reaching eighty degrees, I 
knew my changes of arrow-
ing a big buck or just meat 
for the freezer were slim. 
Deer simply were not mov-
ing; they were probably bed-
ded on a nearby hillside in 
the shade waiting for sunset 
and cooler temperatures. 

The fodder for this article 
began in that blind. What 
did I wish to share with all of 
you this week? Then my 
mind began to wander back 
to some of the countless 
sights and scenes I have 
witnessed through my many 
decades of hunting and 
fishing. I sat there reliving in 
my mind some of the beauti-
ful sights and scenes I’ve 
been privy to in the outdoors 
and then BINGO! I discov-
ered the perfect topic that 
we are about to share 
together! I’ll share some of 
the sights I’ve witnessed 
through the years with you 
and then I’d like you to 
spend some time and think 
about some outdoor scenes 
that are forever engrained in 
your mind!

A QUARTER CEN-
TURY ago, I was bowhunt-
ing up in Illinois, in the 
southwestern part of the 
state known as the golden 
triangle, well known big 
buck country to be sure! The 
hunt was unsuccessful as far 
as arrowing a trophy buck 
but I was rewarded with 

some world class sights that I 
still recall as though they 
occurred yesterday. I was 
sitting in a ladder stand 
adjacent to a creek on this 
afternoon hunt. I stayed put 
until after legal shooting 
time, waiting to be picked up 
by my friends, and watched 
the full hunter’s moon climb 
overhead. I looked down 
into the water and was 
mesmerized by the beauty of 
the moon’s reflection in the 
still waters. There was the 
prefect image of a full moon, 
circled with a few big white 
oak leaves floating around 
the orb. I heard the whistling 
of wings and watched a flock 
of six mallards spiraling 
down with folded wings to 
roost in the creek. I watched 
and heard them each land in 
the sill waters, plop, plop, 
plop. When the ripples 
cleared, the ducks had 
formed a perfect circle 
around the bright image of 
the moon, a sight to this day 
that is still as vivid as it was 
that chilly evening up in 
Illinois years ago. 

MOOSE LEAVE LAST-
ING IMPRESSIONS   Years 
ago I was bow hunting up in 
North Dakota. Sitting in a 
ground blind near the end of 
a brushy shelter belt with a 
well-used deer trail, I was 
looking over several hundred 
acres of recently harvested 
barley. The ground was 
covered with frost, and the 
pond nearby was covered 
with a thin layer of skim ice. 
Several deer had come down 
the trail by mid-morning, 
including one heavy buck 
that didn’t give me a good 
spot opportunity. I had 
learned to pass up marginal 
shots when hunting with 
archery equipment. Then, 
across the barley field, I 
noticed movement. At first, 
I thought it a was a cow but 
this critter moved differ-
ently. Through binoculars I 
made out a full elk with a 
massive set of antlers 
ambling across the field, 
headed toward a lowland 
comprised of several pot-
holes (small ponds in ND). 
Back at camp my farmer 
friend told me that it was not 
uncommon for an occasional 
moose to drift down from 
Alberta and show up on the 
prairie. This was my first wild 
moose to encounter, and I’ve 
never forgotten the sight. 

UP IN NORTHERN 
SASKATCHEWAN a cou-
ple years ago, I was fishing a 
remote fly-in fishing camp in 
the extreme northwestern 
part of the province on Tazin 

Lake. It was late July and an 
early blast of cooler air 
arrived. We were in the very 
back of a remote bay enjoy-
ing some of the best northern 
pike fishing one could imag-
ine. Our guide suggested we 
keep a few eater pike for 
dinner. The weather had 
chilled a bit and he planned 
a pike chowder for the 
evening meal. Then in the 
shallows across the bay we 
spotted a bull moose and two 
cows with calves. They were 
poking their heads underwa-
ter and grazing (just like 
cattle) on the submerged 
vegetation. Our guide was 
also an experienced hunting 
guide and suggested we 
motor slowly a few hundred 
yards upwind of the moose 
and let the wind push up 
near the shallows where they 
were feeding. I was amazed 
as our boat drifted to about 
sixty yards of the moose. I 
had my 300mm lens on the 
camera and was able to get 
some amazing photos of 
water dripping from the 
vegetation the moose were 
eating. 

WALKING OUT OF 
THE WOODS FROM MY 
RECENT HUNT in East 
Texas, I passed an old oak 
tree on my friend’s land. I 
always stop and converse 
with the ancient tree that is 
well over a couple hundred 
years old. Might sound a bit 
crazy but the old tree and I 
have a lot in common. We 
have both been around a 
long time, comparing tree’s 
lifetimes to those of man. I 
always stop and wonder what 
this old oak has witnessed 
through its many years 
standing strong in this patch 
of woods. I wonder if Civil 
War soldiers took refuge 
under her limbs and about 
kids of homesteaders 
through the years who built 
swings in her massive 
branches. 

Yep, it’s fun to think back 
on the sights we have seen in 
the outdoors. Now, I’ll sign 
off for this week and leave 
you with your thoughts. I just 
bet you can recall some 
outdoor sights of your own 
that are forever etched in 
your memory banks. Take a 
break from your busy day and 
give it some thought! 

Listen to Luke’s weekly 
radio show “Catfish Radio” 
on many radio stations and 
on podcast just about every-
where podcasts are found. 
Email Luke through this 
website, www.catfishradio.
org.

Luke Clayton
Outdoor Columnist

LUKE CLAYTON

Outdoor images

Contributed photo

Luke recalls some of the outdoor scenes he has witnessed during a lifetime in the 
outdoors. Luke visits this old oak on his friend’s land every chance he gets. He considers 
the ancient tree as one of the treasured ‘sights’ he has encountered through the years.

Contact the Rains County Leader at:
(903) 473-2653
news@rainscountyleader.com
ads@rainscountyleader.com

chuck.fitts@rainscountyleader.com
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Scene Around Town



9November 5, 2026

I recently came across my 
small digital tuner AM/FM/
shortwave radio I bought 
about 15 years ago and had 
not done much with it since 

before the 
pandemic. I 
fired it up to 
see what 
broadcasts I 
could hear 
using its dig-
ital tuner on 
the short-
wave bands, 
s omet imes 

called “HF” or High Fre-
quency bands. Sadly, except 
for WWV time transmissions 
and a few religious stations in 
the US (excluding amateur 
radio bands), there was 
nothing—just static—on all 
the formerly active broadcast 
station frequencies I saved to 
the radio’s memory years 
ago. I wanted to know where 
all the stations I heard in the 
2010s on my radio had now 
gone. I was disappointed but 
not too surprised when I 
learned how things have 
changed in the last 15 years 
or so.

Note that the shortwave 
(HF) bands are not com-
pletely empty today. Many 
amateur radio (“ham radio”) 
transmissions exist on sub-
bands that exist within the 
total shortwave (HF) spec-
trum which stretches from 
about 3 MHz to 30 MHz 
worldwide. There are some 
aviation/maritime uses of 
those bands as well.

My investigation found 
that commercial and govern-
mental shortwave radio 
listening is now a relic of the 
past, never to return. 
Excluding a few religious 
stations in the US, there are 
virtually no high-power 
English-language interna-
tional broadcasts aimed at 
the US today.

The height of the golden 
age of shortwave radio after 
World War II was from 
about 1975 to 1991. There 

were countless people all 
over the globe enjoying 
finding and listening to 
broadcasts from all over the 
world on their shortwave 
radios. I was one of them. 
Dozens of countries includ-
ing the US and the Soviet 
Union had many stations 
broadcasting in English.

Before the Internet, short-
wave radio broadcasting 
made a lot of sense for 
countries who used it to 
promote tourism, provide 
news and music, and pro-
mote their form of govern-
ment. Shortwave radios were 
plentiful and reasonably 
priced all over the world, 
making for even more short-
wave fans in the last half of 
the twentieth century.

The end of the Cold War 
about 1991 prompted some 
cash-strapped countries to 
reduce their spending on the 
expensive land, labor and 
capital needed for powerful 
shortwave installations. That 
gradual decline continued 
until about 2015, when the 
rapid, unprecedented, and 
universal adoption of smart-
phone technology and the 
networks that support it led 
many countries to severely 
reduce (or eliminate) their 
shortwave broadcasts, 
including the US.

The economics for most 
countries was simple: a few 
million dollars for servers 
and high-speed Internet 
connections versus hundreds 
of millions of dollars for land, 
staff, transmitters, antennas, 
sky-high electric bills, radio 
spectrum fees, and the cost 
of supporting all that tech-
nology. The choice was clear 
in most cases. When coun-
tries can reach about the 
same number of people using 
either, why not use the 
cheaper choice, and that’s 
what nearly everyone did.

By 2015, when about 2.5 
billion, or about 35 percent 
of all people on the planet, 
had smartphones on 3G 

networks or better, the 
number of shortwave users 
shrank dramatically. By 
2020, roughly half of all 
humans on earth had smart-
phones capable of accessing 
programming from former 
shortwave broadcasters. 
These broadcasters now use 
the Internet to reach billions 
of people relatively inexpen-
sively.

If the end of the Cold War 
made shortwave less com-
pelling and justified, it was 
the now common 3G (or 
faster) networks and smart-
phones that put the final nail 
in the shortwave spectrum 
coffin as a workable broad-
cast medium.

The shortwave bands will 
still be with us for many years 
to come due to utilization 
and enjoyment by amateur 
radio operators worldwide, 
aviation/maritime uses, and 
technical or encrypted traffic 
it can be used for, or the 
handful of religious broad-
casters who still use it. But 
the magic of listening to a 
voice coming over the air 
from 5000 miles away late at 
night talking in English and 
offering news, music and 
other features will be missed 
by millions who enjoyed the 
golden age of shortwave 
broadcasting as much as I 
did. In those days, only a 
radio, power supply and 
often-supplied antenna was 
all it took to enjoy the magic 
of hearing words and music 
coming from the other side 
of the country, or even the 
other side of the planet.

Sadly, I discovered why all 
the digital frequencies I had 
programmed into my radio 
years ago have nothing but 
static, and it will be that way 
forever. It’s not a total loss, 
however. Happily, the AM 
and FM bands included on 
my radio still work fine, at 
least for now.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Shortwave Demise

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

Visit us online at: www.rainscountyleader.com

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m taking care of my elderly 

father who recently had a stroke 
and have a lot 
of questions 
about how 
M e d i c a r e 
works and 
what it covers. 
He’s enrolled 
in original 
M e d i c a r e . 
Can you help 
me?

– Caregiving Connie

Dear Connie,
Taking care of a parent 

after a stroke is hard enough 
without having to figure out 
Medicare too. The good news 
is that understanding the 
program can make life a lot 
easier. Knowing what’s cov-
ered – and what isn't – can 
help you plan ahead, avoid 
costly surprises and make sure 
your father gets the care he 
needs. Here’s a practical guide 
to get you started.

Medicare basics

One of the best places to 
start is the official “Medicare 
& You” handbook. It explains 
benefits and services in plain 
language. Medicare mails an 
updated copy every fall, but 
you can also view it online at 
medicare.gov/medicare-and-you.

For questions, call Medi-
care at 800-633-4227 to speak 
with a representative. They 
can clarify coverage for doctor 
visits, hospital stays, home 
health care, and more.

Your state’s State Health 
Insurance Assistance Program 
(SHIP) is another great 
resource. SHIP counselors 
provide free, one-on-one 
counseling to help you under-
stand your coverage, identify 
cost-saving programs, and 

answer questions about Medi-
care. Find a counselor near 
you at shiphelp.org or 877-839-
2675.

Caregivers should also 
create a secure Medicare 
account at medicare.gov/
account/login. Once your 
father’s account is set up, you 
can review his coverage, track 
claims, check the status of 
medical services and prescrip-
tions, and see which preven-
tive benefits he’s eligible for. 
It’s an easy way to stay orga-
nized and keep all of your 
father’s Medicare information 
in one place.

Choosing providers

Medicare also lets you 
compare providers online at 
medicare.gov/care-compare. 
You can search for doctors, 
hospitals, rehab centers, nurs-
ing homes, hospice providers, 
and medical equipment sup-
pliers in your area. This is 
especially useful after a stroke, 
when your father may need 
rehabilitation or specialized 
care at home.

Covered services

Original Medicare covers 
many services your father may 
need, including hospital care, 
doctor visits, lab tests, and 
outpatient treatments.

It also covers home health 
care if your father is home-
bound, under a doctor’s care, 
and needs part-time skilled 
nursing or rehabilitation ther-
apy, such as physical, occupa-
tional or speech therapy.

Medicare also covers medi-
cally necessary durable medi-
cal equipment and supplies 
prescribed by a doctor, includ-
ing oxygen, wheelchairs, walk-
ers and catheters. Short-term 
skilled nursing care in a facility 
may also be covered for up to 

100 days after a qualifying 
hospital stay.

Prescription medications 
are generally covered through 
a separate Medicare Part D 
plan, which helps pay for 
many outpatient drugs your 
father may need.

Hospice care is covered for 
patients with a terminal illness 
and a life expectancy of six 
months or less, as certified by 
a doctor. It includes nursing 
care, medications for comfort 
and short-term respite care to 
give caregivers a break.

However, Medicare gener-
ally doesn’t pay for long-term 
custodial care at home, in an 
assisted living facility or in a 
nursing home. That means it 
generally won’t cover ongoing 
help with daily activities like 
bathing, dressing, eating, using 
the bathroom or supervision 
for someone with dementia. 
Routine dental care, dentures, 
eye exams for glasses and 
hearing aids are also not 
covered.

Cost help

If your father has limited 
income and resources, check 
programs that help reduce 
Medicare costs. Extra Help 
assists with prescription drug 
expenses, and Medicare Sav-
ings Programs can help pay 
premiums, deductibles, and 
coinsurance.

Visit medicare.gov/basics/
costs/help or call 800-633-4227 
to learn more or check eligibil-
ity.

Taking time to understand 
Medicare can make caregiving 
a little less stressful. It helps 
you stay on top of appoint-
ments, treatments and equip-
ment needs, while giving you 
greater confidence that your 
father is receiving the care and 
benefits he’s entitled to.

SAVVY SENIORS
A Caregiver’s Guide to Medicare

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

Women’s Service Club
The Women’s Service 

Club had their monthly 
meeting on May 11 at the 
Rose Community Center at 
6:00 p.m. The meeting was 
called to order and the 
pledge of allegiance and 
prayer were brought by 
Mona. Refreshments of pasta 
salad, meatballs and a dessert 
of angel food cake with fresh 
strawberries were served to 
the members. The hostesses 
of the May meeting were 
Robin and Suzanne. The 
minutes and financial reports 
were approved. The Rose 
needs a few repairs, which 
will be done May 12-May 15. 
Some of the flooring needs 

replacing at the back entry.
At the end of the meeting, 

there was an activity for 
everyone to participate in 
called Roses, Thorns, Buds. 
The activity required each 
member to share: Roses – a 
blessing, success, funny 
moment, happy time, 
accomplishment or some-
thing they were thankful for; 
Thorns – A challenge or 
difficulty, something stress-
ful, frustrating or not going 
well. Buds – Something the 
person is looking forward to, 
a new idea, opportunity or 
goal, or something with 
potential that is still develop-
ing.

It was hard to share 
Thorns with others, but 
sharing Roses and Buds was 
easy. It was a blessing to 
listen to all the blessings and 
dreams of others.

The WSC hopes all the 
mothers or mother figures 
had a wonderful day on 
Sunday, Mother’s Day.

The next meeting will be 
June 8, at 6:00 p.m., at the 
Rose Community Center. 
Come join the club and all 
members are asked to bring a 
friend.

Reported by
Jeannine Hayes

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to

Call 903-473-2653

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Voter registration deadline nearing

The deadline to register to 
vote in the Nov. 3 general 
election is Oct. 5. Early 
voting starts Oct. 19 and 
runs through Oct. 30, 
according to the Texas 

Secretary of 
S t a t e ’ s 
office.

The last 
day for an 
application 
to vote by 
mail must be 
received by 
Friday, Oct. 
23. Voters 

can visit votetexas.gov to 
confirm they are registered 
to vote, see what is on the 
ballot where they live, and 
get other election-related 
information. That site is 
maintained by the Texas 
Secretary of State. Mean-
while, The Texas Tribune 
reported that an unknown 
number of voter registration 
applications were delayed 
because of an error by the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety. The agency failed to 
forward the applications, 
submitted online through its 
driver’s license portal, to 
county voter registrars.

Texas Democrats have 
called on Gov. Greg Abbott 
to investigate the problem.

With the Oct. 5 deadline 
approaching, the delayed 
registrations from DPS could 
add to processing backlogs at 
affected counties. A 
spokesperson for the secre-
tary of state’s office said 
affected voters can still have 
their ballots counted as long 
as they submitted their 
registration before Oct. 5.

The DPS portal 
accounted for about 6 mil-
lion voter registrations from 
2020 to 2024. Texas has 
more than 18 million regis-
tered voters.

Judge: Texas must air-
condition all prisons 

by end of 2029

A federal judge has 
ordered the state to air-
condition its entire prison 
system by the end of 2029, 
the Austin American-
Statesman reported. The 
Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice has estimated 
that could cost the state $1.5 
billion.

Nearly two-thirds of the 
143,000 prisoners now held 
in Texas prisons do not have 
air-conditioning. In his rul-
ing, U.S. District Judge 
Robert Pittman said the 
prison agency had “mini-
mized and misled” the court 
about the seriousness of the 
heat problem.

“The data that TDCJ does 
not collect also paints a 
picture of an agency that is 
not attempting to meaning-
fully understand or docu-
ment the dangers and 
impacts of heat,” Pitman 
wrote.

A TDCJ spokesperson 
took issue with the judge’s 
characterization.

“TDCJ has robust heat 
mitigation efforts in place to 
protect the safety of its 
population and staff,” 
Amanda Hernandez said in 
an email.

The state will appeal the 
ruling.

Camp Mystic under 
criminal investigation

Camp Mystic, the Hill 

Country girls’ summer camp 
where 28 people died in the 
July 2025 floods, is under 
criminal investigation by the 
Texas Rangers, kut.org
reported. Fourteen search 
warrants were executed 
against family and staff 
members who ran the camp. 
KUT News obtained a copy 
of the affidavit filed against 
Tweety Eastland, whose 
husband, Dick, was one of 
the 28 who died.

The affidavit states the 
Rangers have probable cause 
to believe the camp’s leaders 
committed a number of 
criminal offenses, including 
manslaughter, criminally 
negligent homicide, injury to 
a child, deadly conduct, and 
abandoning or endangering a 
child.

“These offenses were 
committed against child 
campers – including both 
deceased victims and surviv-
ing campers of the flood 
event,” Brant Johnston, an 
investigator with the Texas 
Rangers, wrote in the docu-
ment.

The affidavits are 
intended to allow the 
Rangers to obtain electronic 
data from Tweety and other 
members of the Eastland 
family that owns the camp, 
as well as camp staff mem-
bers. A Kerr County state 
district judge approved it 
earlier this month.

Camp Mystic’s owners are 
being sued in civil court by 
more than a dozen families.

Land commissioner 
backs virtual
border wall

Texas Land Commis-
sioner Dawn Buckingham 
told the Houston Chronicle 
that a virtual border wall 
makes “the most sense” for 
much of West Texas, where 
plans to build a physical wall 
have drawn considerable 
opposition.

“The bottom line is there 
are places where physical 
barriers make sense, and 
there are places where they 
don’t. And we just want the 
solution that’s best for 
Texas," Buckingham said in 
an interview with the 
Chronicle’s editorial board. 
“I think especially when you 
get to West Texas, a virtual 
wall, in my opinion, makes 
the most sense for most of 
that area.”

The Trump administra-
tion is moving to build a 
border wall across the more 
than 13 million acres the 
state agency controls, most 
of which is in West Texas. 
Gov. Greg Abbott has 
previously questioned the 
logic of building a physical 
wall in “rugged, isolated 
areas like Big Bend.”

Buckingham sent a cease-
and-desist letter in July to 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection after a contractor 
for the agency was discov-
ered clearing state-
controlled land without per-
mission.

Buckingham is running 
for reelection against Demo-
crat Ben Flores, a former Bay 
City council member.

Comptroller’s office 
fires dozens of 

employees

The Texas comptroller’s 
office fired 41 employees 
recently, after agency leaders 

were told to submit lists of 
people to be terminated, The 
Dallas Morning News 
reported. Comptroller Don 
Huffines, appointed to the 
post by Abbott last summer 
and the Republican nominee 
in November, campaigned 
on shrinking the size of the 
state’s government.

In a recent interview, 
Huffines defended how he is 
doing his job since taking the 
helm.

“You’re going to hear a lot 
about how I’m changing the 
agency, consolidating differ-
ent divisions,” he said. “I’m 
making it more efficient.”

The 41 terminations 
make up less than 2 percent 
of the agency’s nearly 3,000 
full-time employees.

Huffines faces Demo-
cratic nominee Sarah Eck-
hardt, a state senator from 
Austin. Eckhardt was critical 
of the firings, saying they 
would have a financial 
impact on the state’s rev-
enue.

“Not only does a reduc-
tion-in-force reduce the 
comptroller’s ability to col-
lect lawfully levied taxes, but 
a reduction in institutional 
knowledge and expertise also 
significantly reduces their 
ability to collect,” she said.

Red tide reported off 
the coast of Galveston

Biologists with the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment have begun receiving 
reports of a red tide bloom 
off the coast of Galveston. 
They are monitoring fish 
kills and taking water sam-
ples around Crystal Beach 
and southern Galveston 
Island.

“Water samples indicate 
moderate to high concentra-
tions of red tide cells, and 
beachgoers are reporting 
mild to severe respiratory 
irritation resulting from the 
bloom,” the news release 
said.

Red tide is a naturally 
occurring concentration of a 
microscopic alga that pro-
duces a toxin. Dense con-
centrations are known as 
“blooms” and kill fish by 
paralyzing their central ner-
vous systems. This can result 
in dead fish washing up on 
Gulf beaches.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
Five Political Fights Rural Texans Should Watch
By Suzanne 
Bellsnyder,

Texas Rural Reporter

Rural Texas has long been 
treated as settled red terri-
tory. Republicans count on 
our votes. Democrats try to 
get to know us during elec-
tion years. And neither party 
expects rural loyalties to 
shift.

That assumption deserves 
another look in 2026. Rural 
Texas is not turning blue, 
but several issues no longer 
fit neatly inside party lines: 
vouchers, industrial develop-
ment, affordability and 
corporate power.

Here are five political 
fights rural Texans should 
watch.

The Politics of Data 
Centers

Data centers have become 
a test of rural political 
power—a fight over water, 
electricity, land, tax incen-
tives and local control. A 
Texas Politics Project poll 
found 62 percent of rural 
Texans oppose a data center 
in their community, and 
residents are packing hear-
ings to demand trans-
parency.

Gov. Greg Abbott, long a 
data-center booster, is shift-
ing under pressure. He now 
backs infrastructure cost-
sharing, water reuse, an end 
to some tax breaks and even 
a ban on data centers in 
“rural Texas neighbor-
hoods.”

Without a special session, 
the Legislature cannot act 
until January 2027. Will 
local communities get a real 
voice before these projects 
rise beside our homes, farms 
and schools?

Democrats Courting 
Rural Voters

We can see that effort at 
the party convention, where 
Democrats spoke directly to 
rural voters; in agriculture 
commissioner nominee Clay-
ton Tucker’s campaign 
against irresponsible data 
centers; and in gubernatorial 
nominee Gina Hinojosa’s 
appeal to rural public schools 
with her Team Texas Public 
School initiative to fight 
school closures, advocate for 
better funding, and protect 

rural public schools. James 
Talarico is also taking his 
Senate campaign into rural 
communities statewide 
Democrats often skip.

Democrats have recruited 
candidates for every state 
House seat and every race on 
the ballot, including rural 
districts where they have not 
had the numbers to compete. 
That is different from Beto 
O’Rourke’s 2018 run. Beto 
took one campaign into all 
254 counties. This time, 
Democrats are building a 
strategy from the top of the 
ticket to the bottom.

The U.S. Senate 
Race—Paxton vs. 

Talarico

This race tests party 
loyalty against character. 
Paxton offers a familiar 
conservative identity: com-
bative, Trump-aligned and 
eager to confront Democrats 
and the federal government. 
Talarico is building his 
campaign around faith, pub-
lic education, working fami-
lies and corruption.

Talarico does not need to 
win rural Texas. He needs to 
lose it by less. But rural 
voters will weigh his posi-
tions on abortion, guns, 
immigration and energy, not 
just his language on faith and 
schools.

In 2018, Beto came within 
214,921 votes of beating Ted 
Cruz, and Democrats flipped 
12 Texas House seats despite 
contesting only 130 of 150 
districts. History may not 
repeat itself, but rural mar-
gins matter.

Texas’ Extra Billions

Texans are being offered 
competing ideas for the 
state’s cash reserves. The 
rainy-day fund has hit its 
$26.5 billion cap, with earn-
ings expected to push it 
toward $28.5 billion by the 
end of fiscal 2027. Because it 
is capped, additional oil-and-
gas revenue now flows into 
general revenue—the same 
surplus Abbott says will fund 
his plan.

Hinojosa wants to draw 
$17 billion from the fund for 
a one-time $1,500 payment 
to every household. Abbott 
wants to eliminate school 
property taxes on home-
steads using the ongoing 
surplus. A third option is to 
spend it on schools, water, 
roads, rural hospitals and the 

electric grid.
The difference matters. 

Hinojosa’s plan helps fami-
lies once. Abbott’s promises 
longer-term relief, but only if 
the surplus keeps flowing. 
The third never arrives as a 
check or lower bill, but it 
could keep local govern-
ments from shifting 
neglected costs onto taxpay-
ers. Rural Texans should ask 
who gets the money—and 
what happens when it is 
gone.

Republican Fault 
Lines

A fault line is opening 
inside Republican Texas. It 
starts with Cornyn primary 
voters unsure they can sup-
port Paxton in November. 
For some, it is a values 
question, not a policy one.

Trump still has strong 
support among Texas 
Republicans, but approval 
drops on government spend-
ing, inflation and ethics. 
Among independents, oppo-
sition is stronger. The ques-
tion is not whether these 
voters become Democrats. It 
is whether they are enthusi-
astic enough to show up.

The split is also visible 
among Republican leaders. 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Sid Miller is pressing Abbott 
to call a special session and 
pause data-center growth, 
exposing the divide between 
leaders focused on corporate 
development and rural con-
servatives asking who pays 
the price.

Small-government con-
servatives are watching 
Austin direct local schools, 
limit local decisions and pick 
business winners as spending 
and centralized power grow. 
Rural women, county leaders 
and public-school parents 
experience the failures 
d i r e c t l y — u n d e r s t a f f e d 
schools, struggling hospitals 
and responsibilities without 
the resources to meet them.

These voters are not ready 
to become Democrats. But 
they are no longer all moving 
in the same Republican 
direction.

About the Author
Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and 

publisher of the Hansford County 
Reporter-Statesman and Sherman 
County Gazette. A former Capitol 
staffer with decades of experience in 
Texas politics and policy, she now 
focuses on how state decisions shape 
rural life through her newspapers, 
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TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
2026 Rains County Fair Livestock Add-Ons
Add‐On Buyer Name,  

Amount; 3DW Designs LLC 
(Dennis and Cori Wilmoth), 
$30.00; 6+ Ranch, 
$1,000.00; A&R Collision, 
$1,400.00; Ads 4Scale (Vlad 

Alexander), 
$ 5 0 . 0 0 ; 
A u s t i n 
B a n k , 
$3 ,700 .00 ; 
Big Country 
Farm Cen-
ter, $800.00; 
Black Optix 
T i n t , 
$ 1 0 0 . 0 0 ; 
Brad and 

Becky Potts, $500.00; Bran-
don and Kylie Bell, $500.00; 
Brandon Roberts - Edward 
Jones, $300.00; Brian and 
Melani Robbins, $300.00; 
Bright Star Farm, $1,000.00; 
Brookshire’s, $2,000.00; 
Buddy and Tonia Brimer, 
$300.00; By-Line Surveying, 
$1,675.00.

Carol and Freddie Dale, 
$200.00; Casey Phillips 
Insurance Agency LLC, 
$200.00; City National Bank 
(Mikaela Williams), 
$2,250.00; Clint and Alicia 
Traylor (Traylor Farm), 
$200.00; Commercial Bank 
of Texas, $1,900.00; Cory 
and Lyndsay Tubb, $400.00; 
Country Flowers & Gifts, 
$1,700.00; D&S Cattle, 
$500.00; Dairy Queen - 
Emory, $100.00; Daniel 
Prinz, $100.00; David 
Gowin, $500.00; Double 7 
Ranch (Carla and Charlie 
Brookins), $100.00; Duko 
Oil and D&D Lube, 
$2,925.00.

Emory Automotive, 
$500.00; Emory Chiroprac-

tic, $500.00; Emory Live-
stock Auction, $5,500.00; 
Emory Veterinary Clinic, 
$350.00; Farmers Electric 
Co-Op, $900.00; First 
National Bank of ET (Chris 
Gibbins), $750.00; First 
National Bank of ET (David 
Gowin), $1,600.00; Forbes 
Farm, $200.00; Fort Smith 
Horse & Mule Sale, $50.00; 
Freedom Flood & Fire, 
$50.00.

Grocery Supply Company, 
$200.00; Hilliard Ranch 
(Brent Hilliard), $3,150.00; 
Hocutt Construction, 
$100.00; Holly Wasson - 
Edward Jones, $50.00; Holt 
Custom Stoneworks LLC, 
$60.00; Hooten’s Cattle 
Company, $2,000.00; Hop-
kins/Rains County Farm 
Bureau, $2,400.00; Iron-
wood Practice Range, 
$450.00; J&R Auto Supply-
Parts Plus, $1,350.00; 
Jamie’s Restaurant (Jamie 
McGowan), $600.00; Jor-
dan’s Place Pediatrics, 
$975.00.

Kearney Trailers, 
$3,200.00; Kelly and Donna 
Robbins, $200.00; Kelly and 
Joyce Barrett, $300.00; King 
Air & Electrical, $300.00; 
Lake Fork Pre-School, 
$200.00; Laningham Con-
sulting (Levi and Kalee 
Laningham), $1,025.00; 
Legacy Ag Credit, $400.00; 
Leisa Pennebaker, $440.00; 
LS3 Construction, $900.00; 
Markus Groves, $200.00; 
Marty and Candace Moor-
ing, $175.00; Max’s Package 
Store/Taylor Bail Bonds, 
$1,000.00; MB Cattle Ser-
vices, $200.00; MK Pallet, 
$1,800.00; Moody Sand & 

Gravel LLC, $150.00; Chris-
tine McAllister, $950.00.

Nana and Grampa 
Herbst, $200.00; Nate and 
Amanda Carista, $500.00; 
Northeast Texas Farmers 
Co-op, $800.00; Quirkie 
Candle Company, $15.00; 
Rains Pharmacy (Meredith 
Chavez), $900.00; Roadrun-
ner Fabrications, $1,000.00; 
Roest Construction (Casey 
Roest), $1,600.00; Ross 
Hollon, $1,500.00; Seth’s 
Lake Fork Creek, $1,000.00; 
Sisk Boring & Tunneling, 
$2,175.00; Spencer Real 
Estate, $125.00; Stephanie 
and Jimmy Herring, $100.00; 
Stephen and Keri Gowin, 
$400.00.

The Knuckles Family, 
$125.00; The Nest (Joanna 
Kestler), $200.00; Todd and 
Deanna Moore, $2,275.00; 
Toliver Ford, $1,400.00; 
Tommy and Tonna Moor-
ing, $200.00; Toni Threadg-
ill State Farm, $3,150.00; 
Tri-County Vet Services, 
$600.00; Triple E Electric, 
$450.00; Tucker and Aubrey 
Peacock, $250.00; TWT 
Farm, LLC (Doug and Sher-
ree Latham), $1,100.00; 
Vickie and James Pickel 
Trucking, $350.00; Whit 
and LaCresha Dale, $250.00; 
Wilson Heat & Air, 
$1,700.00; Wilson-Orwosky 
Funeral Home, $60.00. 
Total: $80,330.00.

SARAH LATHAM
Rains County
AgriLife Agent

***
The Rains County Leader 

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
Teal Season in Texas Commences Sept. 19

AUSTIN – Teal hunting 
season opens Sept. 19 with a 
nine-day early season for the 
second consecutive year.

The 2025 Waterfowl 
Breeding Population and 
Habitat Survey conducted 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and 
Canadian Wildlife Service 
estimated the blue-winged 
teal breeding population at 
4.4 million birds, which was 
13 percent below the long-
term average.

Unfortunately, the most 
recent 2026 May survey 
indicated the numbers 
dipped lower again this year 
with an estimated 3.96 
million blue-winged teal. It’s 
an 11 percent drop from last 
year’s numbers and remains 
below the 4.7-million thresh-
old that is required for a 
16-day special early teal 
season. Therefore, hunters 
can also expect another 
shortened season for the 
2027-28 hunting season.

“Breeding population size 
is only part of what ulti-
mately determines the num-
ber of birds hunters see in 
September,” said Kevin 
Kraai, Waterfowl Program 
Leader for TPWD. “Hope-
fully, good production in the 
Prairie Pothole Region puts a 
substantial number of young-
of-the-year birds into the fall 
flight despite the smaller 
breeding population counted 
earlier this spring.”

Blue-winged teal is the 
second most abundant duck 
in North America and the 
primary species targeted 
during Texas’ early teal 
season. Despite lower breed-
ing population survey num-
bers, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) biologists are 
encouraged by reports of 
strong production in por-
tions of the Prairie Pothole 
Region this summer.

Another important aspect 
of the teal-season story is 
that that the migration of 
blue-winged teal appears to 
be changing. Historically, 
bluewings moved through 
Texas during a relatively 
predictable and compressed 
period, with migration gen-
erally building through Sep-
tember and peaking late in 
the month. That pattern is 

becoming less predictable.
“We are now seeing blue-

winged teal migrate across a 
much broader period in the 
fall. Migration still begins in 
mid- to late August, but 
substantial numbers of birds 
can remain much farther 
north, including portions of 
the Prairie Pothole Region 
and breeding range, well into 
October and even Novem-
ber,” said Kraai. “At the 
same time, many birds do not 
appear to be moving as far 
south as they historically 
did.”

According to TPWD 
biologists, historically, rela-
tively few blue-winged teal 
remained available to Texas 
hunters during the regular 
duck season. Today, a sub-
stantial portion of the popu-
lation winters no farther 
south than the Texas coast, 
and blue-winged teal has 
become the number one 
harvested duck in Texas in 
many recent regular seasons.

“At this point, I expect a 
below-average early teal 
season overall in Texas,” 
added Kraai. “The continen-
tal breeding population is 
down again, the nine-day 
season gives us very little 
room to accommodate 
increasingly prolonged 
migration, and habitat is 
drying across several impor-
tant teal regions of the 
state.”

However, a few good rain 
events and a well-timed 
weather system during the 
late September season could 
put a lot of birds over Texas 
and improve hunter’s 
chances. TPWD biologists 
also factored in the full 
Harvest Moon that falls on 
Sept. 26. They chose the 
late-September window in 
hopes that the combination 
of season timing, weather 
and lunar conditions will 
coincide with a meaningful 
migration event.

“With blue-winged teal, 
nine days can make forecast-
ing particularly unforgiving,” 
added Kraai. “For now, 
hunters should keep expec-
tations measured, watch 
local water conditions 
closely and remain flexible. 
Properties that can provide 
dependable shallow water 
and quality food resources 

are likely to be especially 
important this season.”

The nine-day statewide 
2026 early teal season in 
Texas will run Sept. 19-27. 
The daily bag limit on teal is 
six, with a possession limit of 
18.

Kraai reminds migratory 
game bird hunters that they 
need to make sure they are 
Harvest Information Pro-
gram (HIP) certified and 
confirm the HIP questions 
are answered correctly. HIP 
surveys allow biologists to get 
an accurate sample of 
hunters so the USFWS can 
deliver harvest surveys to 
selected participants later in 
the year.

Hunters should purchase 
their new 2026-27 Texas 
hunting license prior to 
hitting the field. In addition, 
teal/waterfowl hunters will 
also need a migratory game 
bird endorsement, Federal 
Duck Stamp and HIP certifi-
cation. It’s also required by 
law that hunters have proof 
of their completion of a 
hunter education course.

The Duck Stamp Mod-
ernization Act of 2023 mod-
ified provisions of the Migra-
tory Bird Hunting and Con-
servation Stamp, commonly 
referred to as the Duck 
Stamp, now allowing an 
individual to carry an elec-
tronic stamp (E-stamp) for 
the entire waterfowl hunting 
season. A physical Federal 
Duck Stamp will be mailed 
to each E-stamp purchaser 
after the hunting season 
between March 10 – June 
30, 2027.

Hunters can find teal 
season dates, regulations, 
bag limits and more on this 
year’s Outdoor Annual. 
Hunters can also access 
digital copies of their licenses 
via the Outdoor Annual and 
Texas Hunt & Fish apps.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.

***
Visit us on-line:

rainscountyleader.com

Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
Blessed is the King who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory 
in the highest!

Luke 19:38
This week Pastor Jason Rolen returned to 

the series from Luke with a sermon titled 
“All Hail King Jesus!” The coronation of 
Jesus, the King of Kings, was very humble, 
even though He deserved a glorious 
coronation. He avoided acclaim, but here 
He allowed the people to worship Him. 
• He exhibited His omniscience. Knowing 
exactly what would happen, He sent two 
disciples to get a donkey that had never been 
ridden, fit for royalty. The colt was found, 
just as He said. Only God is omniscient.
• He accepted their worship. They spread 
their cloaks on the road as people did for Old 
Testament kings. They praised God using 
the same words the angels used at His birth. 
Only God can accept worship. 
• He exhibited righteous judgment. In the 

midst of the excitement, He wept because 
He knew of the coming judgment and they 
refused to see. He entered Jerusalem where 
He cleared the Temple of the traders. Only 
God can judge.

Sin is serious, and the only way to atone 
is the death of the Son of God. Faith in Him 
is the only way to avoid judgment. One day 
He will come in power and authority.

The Church Praying meets Nov. 8, 6:00 
p.m.

55+ Senior Lunch is Nov. 10, noon-1:30 
p.m.

The church office will be closed Novem-
ber 25-27 for Thanksgiving.

Members Meeting, Nov. 29, 6:00 p.m.
Continuing Activities:
• Christmas Choir Rehearsal, Sun., 4:00 
p.m. 
• Women’s Bible Study, Wed., 9:30 a.m.
• Ignite, students age 4 years to 5th 
grade, Wed., 6:00-7:30 p.m.
• Adult Bible Study, Wed., 6:00 p.m.

Emory Baptist Church
By Ronnie Witt

And suddenly there came from heaven a 
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were 
sitting.

Acts 2:2
On Sunday morning, Bro. Charles 

Boswell shared a message from the book of 
Acts titled “Our Helper is Here.” It 
pertained to the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost and the effect the event had on 
the establishment of the early church as well 
as its importance for believers today. In the 
evening, Bro. Charles shared a message from 
the book of Matthew titled, “Advancing 
God’s Agenda.”

The Women on Mission group went to 
Highland Terrace Baptist Church on 
Monday, November 2, for the World Day of 

Prayer. At this prayer event, they took time 
to pray for missionaries around the world. 
Backpack Buddies met on Wednesday to 
pack food bags for Rains ISD students to 
take home on the weekends to have extra 
food when school lunches are not available. 
The Lake Area Christian Quilt Guild met on 
Monday in the Memorial Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
and will meet again on Friday, November 6 
at 9:00 a.m. in the same location. 

Join us this Sunday, November 8, for 
Sonbeam Sunday when we highlight the 
ministry of Sonbeam Day School and host 
Sonbeam families in the worship service. 
The children have been working on a short 
presentation. Then, the Sonbeam Family 
Thanksgiving Feast will be November 12, at 
noon in the fellowship hall for all Sonbeam 
families.

Emory Methodist Church
By Mary White

But if we hope for what we do not have, 
we wait for it patiently.

Romans 8:25
The Rev. David Banks continued his 

series “The Promise Not Yet Fulfilled” with 
a message titled “The Already and the Not 
Yet” with scripture text taken from Romans.

Paul writes that creation groans, and so do 
we. It is not because God has failed. It is 
because what God began is not yet finished. 
We grow impatient as we seek to measure 
and cross the distance between God’s 
Promise and our present reality. We need to 
be taught to hold with thankful hands what 
God has done, and with hope what He has 

promised. We pray for our hope to be 
strengthened as we wait for it patiently.

Thursday, November 5, we went to the 
Emory Health & Rehab Outreach at 10:00 
a.m. We so enjoy visiting with our friends 
there. 

Looking ahead, the Widow/Widower’s 
have a meeting on November 9 at Sidekicks 
at 10:00 a.m. We have game night Novem-
ber 13 at 5:00 p.m. and all are welcome.

Anniversary wishes go to Billy and 
Marlene Morris, and Frank and Caryl West.

Pray for the Bobby Ulman family, Ann 
Smith, Thomas White and Nan Owens.

Have a wonderful week and remember to 
be kind.

Anita Kay Stripling
1945 – 2026

Funeral services for Anita Kay 
Stripling, 81, were held on Octo-
ber 29, at County Line Baptist 
Church. Interment followed at 
Miller Grove Cemetery. 

Ms. Stripling died on October 
18, 2026. She was born on June 
29, 1945 in Greenville, to James 
Wesley Stripling and Geneva Faye 
Stripling (Garmon).

Mrs. Stripling was a teacher for 
24 years before retiring from Quinlan ISD. 
She attended East Texas, North Texas and 
Mountainview Colleges. She acquired a 
bachelor’s degree in education and floral 
design as well as a master’s degree in writing 
thesis. Teaching was not simply a profession 
for her, but a calling at the very center of her 
life. She taught ESL in schools and at 
churches, sharing her knowledge with 
patience, care, and a genuine desire to help 

others grow.  
She found joy in genealogy, 

painting, and playing the piano. 
She was a member of DAR, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Brig. General Edward 
Bulkley Chapter of Greenville, 
Texas. She owned a clothing and 
antique store in Sulphur Springs. 

Mrs. Stripling is survived by her 
sister, Jeanetta Smith; brother, 

James Richard Stripling and Sandy; nieces 
and nephews, Austin Lee Smith and 
Whitney, Kimberly Hollar and Ron and 
M.W. Stripling and Michelle; great nieces 
and nephews, Hayden Hollar and Ajla, 
Brady Hollar and McKenzie, Wesley Hollar 
and Sydney, Jacob Stripling, Kaitlyn 
Stripling, Audrey Smith and Payton Smith.

She was preceded in death by her parents; 
and brother-in-law, Sterling Smith.

Willie B. Hyde Prather
1925 – 2026

Willie B. Hyde Prather, 100, 
died on November 1, 2026. She 
was born on November 29, 1925, 
in the family farmhouse in Elm 
Grove, Texas, to William Blakley 
and Ottie Lee Sutton Hyde. She 
was one of 10 children.

She worked at Sears, Roebuck 
and Co. before marrying G.W. 
“Dub” Prather. They were married 
for 52 years and helped establish 
Pleasant Oaks Baptist Church where he 
served as its first pastor. They also served at 
Rose Hill Baptist Church in Mineola. After 
his passing in 1998, she moved to Seagoville 
and became a member of New Haven 
Baptist Church. 

Her grandchildren spent much of their 
childhood in her home and some lived with 
her at different times. She was gentle and 
loving and never raised her voice. She loved 
the Lord and read her Bible every day. 

She lived at Seagoville Senior Living for 
20 years where she enjoyed her indepen-
dence, friendships and an active social life. 
She and her quilting group made quilts for 
nursing home residents. In August of 2024 
she moved to Mabank Nursing Home and 
became part of another extended family, 
loving those who cared for her and receiving 
that same love in return. 

Mrs. Prather is survived by her sister, 
Helen Panter of Emory; sister-in-law, 
Wynelle Hyde of Canton; eight grandchil-
dren, Mark Morris and wife Valerie of 

Fountain Inn, SC, Scott Prather of 
Crandall, Todd Morris and wife 
Tanya of Traskwood, Ark., Amy 
Barber and husband Brandon of 
Tool, Texas, Kelly Prather of 
Emory, April B. Emig and husband 
Kam of Emory, Amber Montes, 
and Garry Prather Jr. and wife 
Ashlee of Emory; great-
grandchildren, Madison Morris, 
Catherine Ivy and husband 

Aaron, Jackson, Lawson and Eden Morris, 
Breanna Barber, Brittyn Barber, Erin Emig, 
Emma Darst and husband Bailey, Evan 
Emig, Kaden, Kameron, Kyndel and Kynzie 
Montes, Garry Prather III and Gracelynn 
Prather; great-great-grandchildren, Georgia 
B. Henderson, Saylem Emig and Bobbi Ann 
Darst; daughters-in-law, Paula Prather of 
Emory, and Barbara Prather of Combine; her 
adopted daughter, Kathy Ryer of Garland; 
and her daughter-in-love, Cindy McKinney 
of Crandall; and numerous nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, great-nephews, dear friends, 
and extended family members whose lives 
were touched by her love and presence.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to the Willie B. Hyde Prather 
Memorial Endowment Fund, established to 
honor her love of family and provide lasting 
support for the annual Hyde Family 
Reunion, a tradition she held so dear. 
Contributions may be sent via Zelle to 
214-926-6126. Please include ‘B Memorial’ 
in the payment memo.
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Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and 
his wonderful deeds for mankind, for he satisfies the 
thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.

Psalm 107:8-9

Contributed Photo

Members of the Rains Garden Club gathered Monday, October 26, at Rains Elementary 
to dedicate a special memorial in honor of Bob Scarbrough. The memorial included a 
newly planted oak tree, bench and commemorative plaque, along with stepping stones 
hand painted by members. The Club hopes the memorial will serve as a beautiful 
reminder of a life remembered and a legacy that continues to be felt in the community. 
Pictured L to R: Gerry Morey, Katie Carter, Holly Morey, Terri Broussard, Fawncyne Worley, 
Janet Sciarrillo, Cheryl Shipp; back, Lori Thomas.

Rains Garden Club Plants Tree
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
But God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8

In honor of Reformation Sunday, Pastor 
Jason Rolen took a break from the Luke 
series with a sermon from Romans titled “By 
Grace through Faith.” Romans tells of the 
need for justification or pardon by God 
through faith because we all have sinned. 
Our religion is in vain, and we cannot justify 
ourselves or come into the presence of God 
on our own. But Christ died for the ungodly 
while we were still sinners, so all who believe 
can be justified. God’s love is poured into our 
hearts, and we are saved from the wrath of 
God which we deserve. When we have been 
justified by faith, we have hope and peace 
and are no longer enemies of God. We can 
even rejoice in our suffering because it makes 
us more Christlike. We are reconciled to 
God by Jesus’s death and saved by His life. 
Our peace with God should make us feel 

great gratitude. 
• Monthly Home Groups will meet next 
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. If you need more details 
about where your group meets or getting 
plugged in to a group, contact the church 
office at 903-474-0027.
• The Church Praying meets November 8, 
at 6:00 p.m.
• The church office will be closed Novem-
ber 25-27 for Thanksgiving.

Continuing Activities:
• Christmas Choir Rehearsal, Sunday, 4:00 
p.m. 
• Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:30 
a.m.
• Ignite, students ages 4 years to fifth grade, 
Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
• Adult Bible Study, Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. 

The “Asking for a Friend” podcast has a 
new segment! Episode #257 is titled “Does 
the Protestant Reformation Still Matter 
Today?” Find the link at www.bbcemory.org.

Emory Baptist Church
By Ronnie Witt

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Matthew 16:18
We are so grateful for all the students and 

adults who attended Fields of Faith at Rains 
Wildcat Stadium. Thank you to the 
volunteers who put it together and to the 
students who shared their testimonies.

On Sunday morning, Bro. Charles 
Boswell shared a message from the book of 
Matthew titled, “Our Master Builder.” He 
pointed out that Jesus establishes His 

Church on the confession of Jesus as the 
Christ. On Sunday night, Bro. Charles led a 
directed time of prayer for the pastor search 
committee, the church, and the man that 
God will bring to be the next pastor of Emory 
Baptist. After the prayer meeting, we held 
the October Members’ Meeting.

On Wednesday night, EBC hosted the 
annual Fall Festival in the Family Life 
Center and fellowship hall. Thank you to all 
the Sunday School Small Group classes that 
hosted games and activities. Thank you also 
to all the families that stopped by for a burger 
and a bag full of candy.

Emory Methodist Church
By Mary White

“No servant can serve two masters. Either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and 
money”

Luke 16:13
The Rev. David Banks continued his 

series “The Promise to the World” with 
message titled “As You Go” from Luke. Our 
mission is simply to go and serve. With our 
doubts and all, we hear the promise that goes 
with us: I am with you always. We are 
strengthened by God’s promise and presence 

today and all the days to come.
Remember daylight saving time ends Nov. 

1, at 2:00 a.m. There will be an Emmaus 
meeting after worship on Nov. 1. Emory 
Health & Rehab Outreach will be on Nov. 
5, at 10:00 a.m. Interested in discovering the 
Holy Land? Join Dr. Banks, on Monday, 
Nov. 2, at 4:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall, 
as he shares details about the trip.

Birthday wishes go to Shirley Eversult, 
Casey Banks and Essie Robin Franklin.

Pray for Ann Smith, Beverly Gilther and 
Thomas White.

Have a great week and remember be kind.

(any volume and page references, unless otherwise indicated, being to the Deed Records, Rains County, Texas, to which instruments reference may be made for a more complete 

description of each respective tract.) or, upon the written request of said defendants or their attorney, a sufficient portion of the property described above shall be sold to satisfy said 

judgment(s), interest, penalties, and cost; and any property sold shall be subject to the right of redemption of the defendants or any person having an interest therein, to redeem the 

said property, or their interest therein, within the time and in the manner provided by law, and shall be subject to any other and further rights to which the defendants or anyone 

interested therein may be entitled, under the provisions of law. Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the judgment(s) rendered in the above styled and numbered cause(s), together 

with interest, penalties, and costs of suit, and the proceeds of said sales to be applied to the satisfaction thereof, and the remainder, if any, to be applied as the law directs.

RECENT CHANGES IN THE PROPERTY TAX CODE NOW REQUIRE PURCHASERS OF TAX SALE PROPERTY TO HAVE A STATEMENT FROM THE RAINS 

COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR CERTIFYING THAT THE PERSON/FIRM/COMPANY PURCHASING PROPERTY AT A TAX SALE OWES NO DELINQUENT 

PROPERTY TAXES TO ANY TAXING ENTITY WITHIN THE COUNTY. YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE A TAX SALE DEED TO ANY PROPERTY YOU PURCHASE 

WITHOUT THIS CERTIFICATE.

TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR RAINS COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR AT LEAST TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE SALE.

Dated at Emory, Texas, October 29, 2026

______________________________________________

Sheriff Michael Hopkins

Rains County, Texas

By ______________________________________________

 Deputy

Notes:

The Minimum Bid is the lesser of the amount awarded in the judgment plus interest and costs or the adjudged value. However, the Minimum Bid for a person owning an interest in the 

property or for a person who is a party to the suit (other than a taxing unit), is the aggregate amount of the judgments against the property plus all costs of suit and sale. ALL SALES 

SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL TAXES DUE ON THE PROPERTY WHICH HAVE BEEN ASSESSED SINCE 

THE DATE OF THE JUDGMENT. For more information, contact your attorney or LINEBARGER GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP, attorney for plaintiffs, at (903) 597-2897

NOTICE OF SALE

STATE OF TEXAS

RAINS COUNTY

BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER OF SALE

and issued pursuant to judgment decree(s) of the District Court of Rains County, Texas, by the Clerk of said Court on said date, in the hereinafter numbered and styled suit(s) and to 

me directed and delivered as Sheriff or Constable of said County, I have on October 29, 2026, seized, levied upon, and will offer for sale the following properties, on the first Tuesday in 

December, 2026, the same being the 1st day of said month, at the west side of the Courthouse of the said County, in the City of Emory, Texas, between the hours of 10 o'clock a.m. and 

4 o'clock p.m. on said day, beginning at 10:30 AM, and will proceed to sell for cash to the highest bidder all the right, title, and interest of the defendants in such suit(s) in and to the 

following described real estate levied upon as the property of said defendants, the same lying and being situated in the County of Rains and the State of Texas, to-wit:

§
§
§

Sale
#

Cause #
Judgment Date

Acct #
Order Issue Date

Style of Case Legal Description Adjudged
Value

1 3090TX 

09/25/26

0025-0110-0000- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS COUNTY, ET AL VS. CLYDE 

TENNYSON, ET AL

CHANEY BORNEN SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 25 -0.50 ACRES

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$12,600.00

2 3101TX 

04/11/25

0188-0470-0050- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS COUNTY, ET AL VS. MISTY 

NEWSOME, ET AL

F D ROJAS SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 188 - 1.283 ACRES GREENTREE 

ESTATES UNPLATED.

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$293,298.00

3 3125TX 

06/05/26

0292-1350-0000- 42

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS COUNTY, ET AL VS. JEANNIE 

PERRY

A. SPAIN SUMMERLIN SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 292 - 1.00 ACRES

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$85,099.00

4 3183TX 

06/05/26

2900-0000-2080- 41

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. GABRIELLE ELYSE 

WILCOX

TRACT 1 LOT # 208 WHISPERING OAKS ADDITION

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$170,654.00

5 3183TX 

06/05/26

2900-0000-2490- 41

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. GABRIELLE ELYSE 

WILCOX

TRACT 2 LOT # 249 WHISPERING OAKS ADDITION

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$11,250.00

6 3183TX 

06/05/26

2900-0000-2500- 41

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. GABRIELLE ELYSE 

WILCOX

TRACT 3 LOT# 250 WHISPERING OAKS ADDITION

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$11,250.00

7 3188TX 

06/05/26

2756-0000-0290- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. PEGGY HOWARD, 

AKA PEGGY STEWART HOWARD

LOT # 29 STEAMBOAT SHORES SUBDIVISION - 0.0454 ACRES

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$21,200.00

8 3242TX 

09/25/26

0281-0155- 000E-43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. BOBBY JOE ESSARY

IMPROVEMENT ONLY BUILDING - JESSE YARBER SURVEY ABSTRACT# 

281

SALE NOTES: IMPROVEMENT ONLY BUILDING SUBJECT TO POST 

JUDGMENT TAXES

$31,008.00

9 3280TX 

06/05/26

0231-0255- 00M2-43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS COUNTY, ET AL VS. MICHAEL J. 

NORTHCUTT, ET AL

MOBILE HOME ONLY - LABEL#(S) SFW020407TXA & SFW020407TXB, 

SERIAL#(S) NTA185766 & NTA185767

E W TOLLETT SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 231

SALE NOTES: MOBILE HOME ONLY SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT 

TAXES

$153,369.00

10 3289TX 

09/25/26

0253-0001-0010- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS COUNTY, ET AL VS. ICO PIPE & 

SUPPLY, INC.

JOHN VOCHERY SURVEY, ABSTRACT # 253 - 2.694 ACRES

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$266,843.00

11 3301TX 

09/25/26

0189-0931- 010B-43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. LYNN JACKSON

IMPROVEMENT ONLY BUILDING - GEORGE W RITTER SURVEY 

ABSTRACT# 189

SALE NOTES: IMPROVEMENT ONLY BUILDING SUBJECT TO POST 

JUDGMENT TAXES

$82,330.00

12 3310TX 

09/25/26

0189-0931-0010- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. LAVONDA 

JACKSON

GEORGE W RITTER SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 189 - ACRES 2.00

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$270,737.00

13 3348TX 

09/25/26

2350-0000-0870- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. WILLIAM E. HEAD, 

JR., AKA WILLIAM EDWARD HEAD, JR., 

ET AL

JAMES HOOKER SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 10 - LOTS 87 & 96 HOLIDAY 

HILLS SUBDIVISION

(ACCT#' 2350-0000-0870-43 (6946) & (ACCT# 2350-0000-0960-43 (6955))

SALE NOTES:

SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$21,630.00

14 3369TX 

09/25/26

4900-0000-0110- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. PEGGY DARNELLE 

CHAPMAN

TRACT 1 GEORGE SCULL SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 204 - 0.50 ACRES AKA 

TRACT #11 HOGANVILLE PARK

SALE NOTES: SELLING TRACT #1 & TRACT #2 TOGETHER FOR ONE 

BID

SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$16,821.00

15 3369TX 

09/25/26

4900-0000- 011M-43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. PEGGY DARNELLE 

CHAPMAN

TRACT 2 MOBILE HOME, LABEL# TEX0314527 & SERIAL# 50300864

SALE NOTES: SELLING TRACT #1 & TRACT #2 FOR ONE COMBINED 

BID

SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$18,814.00

16 3372TX 

09/25/26

2302-0000-0970- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. CHARLES 

SWINNEA, AKA CHARLES EDWARD 

SWINNEA, ET AL

TRACT 1 THOMAS BROOKS SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 14 - LOT 97 

HERMITS COVE SUBDIVISION #3

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$1,450.00

17 3372TX 

09/25/26

2302-0000-0960- 43

OCTOBER 29, 2026

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, ET AL VS. CHARLES 

SWINNEA, AKA CHARLES EDWARD 

SWINNEA, ET AL

TRACT 2 THOMAS D BROOKS SURVEY, ABSTRACT# 14 - LOT 96 

HERMITS COVE SUBDIVISION #3

SALE NOTES: SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES

$1,450.00

I will give thanks to you, LORD, wth all my heart;
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.

Psalm 9:1

Larry O’Neal Slatter
1943 – 2026

A memorial service for Larry 
O’Neal Slatter, 82, will be held on 
Saturday, October 31, at 11:00 
a.m., at First Baptist Church 
Sulphur Springs, 116 Oak Ave, 
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482.

Mr. Slatter died on October 26, 
2026, in Sulphur Springs. He was 
born on December 19, 1943, in 
Emory, to William Slatter and 
Grace Potts Slatter.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
education and went on to serve as a teacher 
for 60 years. He was also a coach, bringing 
that same spirit of leadership and support to 
those around him. He will be remembered as 
a patriarch, a legend, and a mentor whose 
life touched many through his work, his 
music, and his devotion to family.

Music was one of his great joys. He loved 
music, sang in the gospel group “The 
Gastons,” and played the guitar. 

He married Judi Gustafson on 
February 12, 1972, in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Michigan. He was deeply 
proud to have her as his wife of 52 
years, and their marriage was a 
treasured part of his life. Among 
his proudest accomplishments 
were his daughter and his grand-
children. They brought him great 
happiness and pride.

Mr. Slatter is survived by his 
daughter, Shannon Millard and husband 
Bruce; grandchildren, Daylan Millard and 
Reid Burns; great-grandson, Jadx Cum-
mings; sister, Sandy Ward and husband 
Greg; and nephew, Mike Hutchins. 

He was preceded in death by his wife; and 
his parents.

A visitation will be held one hour prior to 
the service at First Baptist Church Sulphur 
Springs.

A Living Stone and a Holy People
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and 

all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up into salvation— if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good.

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones 
are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For 
it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
 a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
1 Peter 2:1-6 (ESV)

Sons and Heirs
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no 
different from a slave, though he is the owner of 
everything, but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by his father. In the 
same way we also, when we were children, were 
enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 
to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons. And because 
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir through God.

Galatians 4:1-7 (ESV)
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Barring a future world-
wide cataclysm, humans are 
destined to land on Mars at 
some point, perhaps by 2040. 
I think this will be no less 

pivotal than 
w h e n 
humans first 
landed on 
the moon in 
1969. A trip 
to Mars will 
be riskier 
due to the 
distance of 
the red 
planet from 

earth and the time needed 
for the trip.

The astronauts heading to 
Mars in the future know that 
they will not have any rescue 
options should they run into 
trouble along the way. They 
will have to be prepared for 
any contingency. It can be a 
challenging task when there 
are weight and size limita-
tions on everything they can 
take. Every kilogram and 
cubic centimeter on their 
spaceship will have to be 
very carefully considered 
when provisioning it for that 
long trip. How long? Perhaps 
about nine months after 
liftoff. Compare that with 
just days to visit our moon, 
and rigorous planning 
needed for a Mars mission 
becomes more understand-
able.

A few decades ago, inkjet 
printers came on the scene. 
Inkjet technology prompted 

some to ask why they could 
not replace ink with other 
materials such as edible ink, 
liquid plastics and resins, and 
even metallic elements to 
build up actual 3-D objects 
by creating layers of material.

Once main essentials are 
addressed for the Mars trip, 
engineers will need to design 
and build all the equipment 
on board to survive reliably 
for what may be several 
years. It may be important to 
replace damaged or worn-
out parts on the trip to and 
from Mars since there will be 
very limited room for spare 
parts.

If the astronauts cannot 
take a lot of spare parts, 
perhaps they can do the next 
best thing: take equipment 
that can manufacture 
replacement parts as needed 
along the way. This would be 
with advanced 3-D printers 
that could work in zero 
gravity and make many items 
that might need to be 
replaced on the mission.

The astronauts would 
have various 3-D printers 
and raw materials such as 
plastics and metals that 
could be used to make new 
parts as needed. Perhaps the 
3-D printers could even 
make computer circuit 
boards so that if a module 
failed, a new circuit board 
could be made and used to 
replace the defective one. 
The software library on the 
spaceship would have data 

for every part that could be 
made by a 3-D printer. They 
could also be linked to earth 
such that engineers here 
could upload the latest files 
of how to create even new 
equipment that the space-
ship did not have when it 
started its mission.

Perhaps future 3-D print-
ers could also handle organic 
matter, so that human body 
parts, such as skin, could be 
constructed to replace failing 
or injured human parts. 
Medicines and drugs to treat 
illnesses or injuries might 
also be generated using the 
3-D printers with the proper 
mix of raw materials.

Once one can create 
three-dimensional objects 
using a variety of raw materi-
als, there is almost no limit 
to what can be done to 
replace broken items or 
create brand-new ones as 
needed.

I like to think that 3-D 
printing of objects today and 
in the future can trace its 
history all the way back to 
the fifteenth century where 
the whole idea of mechanical 
printing became a viable 
reality and truly changed the 
world as we know it. 3-D 
printing continues that 
noble trek well into the 
twenty-first century and 
beyond. I think that 
Johannes Gutenberg would 
be proud!

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Mars Mission Spare Parts

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
25:

Fork: Slow. Normal stain; 
57 degrees; 2.94 feet below 
pool. Water temperature is 
ranging 51-59 degrees.

The morning bass bite is 
slow and improves when the 
temperature warms midday. 
Bladed jigs, lipless crankbaits 
and squarebill crankbaits are 
best in flats with cover close 
by 3-5 feet. Fish are on the 
move to the backs of the 
pockets. Big wood on the 
edge of the channels are 
holding some of the bigger 
fish. Best baits Texas rigs 
with creature baits or Viper 
XP jigs in 5-7 feet. Report by 
Marc Mitchell, Mitchell’s 
Guide Service.

There were some shallow 
crappie before this last cold 
blast pushed them back to 
deeper water. Water temper-
atures were hitting 60 
degrees in shallow areas, but 
the water temperature on 
most of the lake was 
knocked back down to the 

mid to low 50s. Winds have 
also caused some change in 
where the fish suspend in 
10-18 feet. On a very cold 
windy and cloudy day those 
fish were very close if not 
right on the bottom. Then 
with light winds and sun-
shine some fish moved up to 
2-4 feet under the surface. 
The lake is super healthy and 
loaded with crappie and bait. 
We are seeing some big fish 
also being caught that are 
full of eggs, fat and shad. You 
should be able to find fish in 
2-22 feet in all kinds of areas 
and patterns. Shallow fish on 
corks in 1-5 feet. Prespawn 
fish on timber and brush in 
10-22 feet. Lots of black 
crappie still on bridges before 
they make a major move 
shallow. You can catch big 
fish one at a time or load the 
boat with eater sized fish fast. 
No matter the pattern it’s a 
good time to fish if Mother 
Nature plays nice that day. 
Most crappie baits will work 
this time of year if you are 
fishing where they are. 
Report by Jacky Wiggins, 
Jacky Wiggins Guide Ser-
vice.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 60 degrees; 
1.34 feet below pool. The 
hybrid striper and white bass 
bite is good. We were seeing 
big schools of fish on differ-
ent parts of the lake that are 
feeding on huge schools of 
threadfin shad. Swimbaits 
and slabs are working best in 
10-30 feet. The eating size 
catfish bite has been very 
reliable. Small pieces of cut 
bait have been working best 
in shallow water. Trophy 
sized catfish have been feed-
ing well. We are seeing 
consistent catches of 40 
pounds and up on most trips. 
Fresh cut bait in 3-25 feet is 
the ticket. Crappie have 
been decent on the 2 mile 
bridge in 15-20 feet on jigs. 
The largemouth bite has 
been better than average 
over the last two weeks. 
Good numbers of larger fish 
have been caught in shallow 
water on soft plastics. Key 
points here are coves and 
small flats near deep water. 
Report by Captain Michael 
Littlejohn, Lake Tawakoni 
Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

by Bartee Haile
The resurrected Ku Klux 

Klan launched a wave of 
terror and intimidation on 
Jan. 30, 1921 with the whip-
ping, tarring and feathering 

of a Houston 
lawyer for 
the “crime” 
of defending 
blacks and 
petty crimi-
nals.

C o m i n g 
out of moth-
balls in 
O c t o b e r 

1920, the Klan spread like 
wildfire across the Lone Star 
State. More than 200,000 
Texans -- roughly one out of 
every dozen white adults -- 
were suckers for the secret 
order’s sales pitch, that 
exploited their nostalgic 
reverence for the old Con-
federacy and vague desire for 
a moral housecleaning.

In pledging allegiance to 
the KKK, most members 
were willing to tolerate a 
certain amount of violence 
to keep blacks in line. What 
they did not count on was 
that their white friends and 
neighbors would be the 
nightriders’ favorite targets.

Beaumont Klansmen 
boldly boasted of their 
vicious attack on a doctor 
suspected of performing 
abortions. In a 4,000-word 
statement published in the 
local press, they gloated, 
“The eyes of the unknown 
had seen and observed the 
wrong to be redressed. The 
lash was laid on his back and 
the tar and feathers applied 
to his body.”

At Timpson in Shelby 
County, a man was badly 
beaten for leaving his wife. A 
woman in nearby Tenaha 
was stripped naked, whipped 
with a wet rope and tarred 
and feathered because she 
was rumored to be a 
bigamist.

A mob chased two freshly 
tarred and feathered victims 
up Congress Avenue in 
downtown Austin, and a 
Brenham resident was pum-
meled for speaking German. 
Alleged immorality earned 
the lash for a Mineral Wells 

constable and a Marshall 
clerk, while the tar-and-
feathers cure was twice pre-
scribed for a Fort Worth 
gambler who failed to see the 
light after the initial dose.

The Dallas chapter or 
Klavern, largest in the state 
with a membership of thir-
teen thousand, specialized in 
flogging. During the spring of 
1922, 68 people were 
whipped to within an inch of 
their lives in the Trinity 
River bottoms.

Houston Klansmen were 
the most accomplished spies. 
They kept tabs on practically 
everybody by tapping tele-
phones, reading telegrams 
and opening mail at the main 
post office. Their Denison 
colleagues combated pre-
marital sex by patrolling the 
local lovers lane in white 
sheets.

Law enforcement at the 
municipal and county levels 
was honeycombed with KKK 
sympathizers and activists. 
Few Klan crimes were ever 
solved, and rarely did the 
culprits stand trial.

When Waco police 
arrested three Klansmen, the 
grand jury refused to indict 
despite an air-tight case. At 
Goose Creek outside Hous-
ton, a gang of cross-burners 
dragged a woman from her 
sickbed and mercilessly beat 
her and a male visitor. After 
12 Klansmen got off with 
hundred-dollar fines for the 
savage assault, a KKK publi-
cation bragged, “It cost 
Goose Creek just $1,200 to 
clean up.”

While many politicians 
were careful not to offend 
the bloc-voting Klan, Sen. 
Charles Culberson and for-
mer lieutenant governor 
Martin Crane joined Con-
gressman John Nance Gar-
ner in denouncing the bul-
lies. Forty-nine state legisla-
tors risked reelection to 
lobby the uncooperative gov-
ernor for an anti-mask law.

A judge in Wichita Falls 
jailed three Klansmen for 
contempt, and the mayor of 
Dallas criticized their sinister 
shenanigans. Chambers of 
commerce, Masonic lodges, 
American Legion posts and 

the state bar association 
were among the early oppo-
nents of the Klan rampage. 
The Houston Chronicle added 
its influential voice to the 
outcry with a sound piece of 
editorial advice: “Boys, you’d 
better disband.”

Dan Moody set the exam-
ple for district attorneys 
throughout the state. After a 
traveling salesman was kid-
napped, chained to a tree 
and flogged half to death in 
Taylor, the young prosecutor 
unmasked the perpetrators, 
including a minister and the 
police chief, and sent one to 
the penitentiary.

Authorities at Laredo 
prevented a Klan march by 
deputizing a hundred armed 
citizens and borrowing a 
machine-gun. Rocks and 
fists caused Klansmen to 
cancel similar plans in McK-
inney, and strict enforce-
ment of an ordinance ban-
ning masked mobilizations 
rained on a proposed parade 
in San Antonio.

The so-called “visitation,” 
the Klan’s curious practice of 
interrupting a church service 
to lecture the captive con-
gregation, began to backfire. 
Baptists in Denison and 
Austin forcibly ejected the 
intruders, and Corsicana 
Presbyterians supported their 
pastor’s courageous refusal to 
join the KKK.

Only two years after 
electing one of their own to 
the U.S. Senate, the Texas 
Klan was repudiated at the 
polls in 1924. Miriam A. 
Ferguson defeated Felix D. 
Robertson in a bruising 
gubernatorial battle and 
knocked the wheels off the 
Klan bandwagon.

The new legislature 
quickly passed a tough anti-
mask law by lopsided votes in 
both chambers. The vast 
majority of Klansmen got the 
message and deserted the 
Invisible Empire leaving a 
handful of hateful diehards 
to crawl back under their 
rocks.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
The violent comeback of the Ku Klux Klan

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Four Thieves’ Vinegar – 
Fire Cider for Health

“Health is not valued till 
sickness comes.”

Thomas Fuller

With the peak pestilence 
of the cold and flu season 

upon us, it 
m i g h t 
behoove us 
to prepare. It 
is no fun to 
be sick. 
Recently I 
s t u m b l e d 
upon an 
ancient pre-
v e n t a t i v e , 
said to boost 

the immune system and give 
your body a superhuman 
protective shield. And the 
story behind it is too com-
pelling not to share. Here it 
is…

During the mid-14th 
century, Europe experienced 
perhaps the worst pandemic 
in human history. Over 50 
million people perished from 
the bubonic plague, or the 
Black Death as it is often 
called. The plague was one 
of the most significant events 
in human history.

During this time, in the 
French port city of Mar-
seilles, four friends who 
worked the shipyards there 
had an idea. They launched 
a diabolical, yet profitable 
criminal enterprise after 
noticing something strange.

During the day these 
friends labored within the 
bowels of a seaside ware-
house that processed herbs 
and spices from abroad. 
Every evening, they stum-
bled home from work cov-
ered in spice dust. And, as 
the plague-ridden dead bod-
ies of their fellow townspeo-
ple were stacked like fire-
wood, with many more sick 
and dying all around them, 
they remained healthy. They 
didn’t get sick. The dreaded 
Black Death didn’t seem to 
affect them at all. The four 
friends realized that covered 
in herbs and spices, they 
were apparently protected 
from sickness. And this pro-
vided them with a profitable 
criminal opportunity too 
tempting to pass up.

These friends went into 
business looting the infected 

homes of the dead. When a 
family succumbed to the 
plague, they promptly 
showed up at the empty 
residence to steal what they 
could. Either fearless or 
foolish, they worked ignoring 
the danger and never got 
sick. At some point, it is 
believed they began also 
making a tonic with their 
herbs and spices and ingest-
ing it. The friends, covered 
in spice dust and drinking 
their spicy herbal concoc-
tion, looted and lived.

All good things must 
come to an end (or in this 
case, bad things), and the 
friends, now thieves were 
arrested for their crimes and 
faced death by hanging. The 
judge in their case, aware of 
their apparent immunity to 
the disease around them, 
made the thieves an offer 
they couldn’t refuse. In 
exchange for their secret 
plague-protection recipe, 
their lives would be spared. 
The thieves quickly coughed 
up their secret, were 
released, and went on to live 
honorable and upright lives, 
we assume.

The four thieves’ recipe, 
sometimes called Fire Cider, 
has been passed down for 
generations. The recipe does 
vary some, depending on 
your source. But essentially it 
is apple cider vinegar infused 
with various toe-curling 
extracts, spices, and anti-
microbial herbs.

The 20th century French 
physician and world-
renowned aromatherapist 
Jean Valnet is thought to 
have most closely re-created 
the original Four Thieves’ 
recipe. It includes some 
interesting ingredients like 
wormwood, meadowsweet, 
marjoram, angelica, hore-
hound, and camphor. The 
recipe below may be the 
Texas version. It omits some 
of the more exotic ingredi-
ents but includes jalapeno 
peppers. Most of what is 
listed can be found at your 
local supermarket. I think it 
is okay to pick and choose 
the ingredients you can best 
tolerate. And when drinking 
a shot of this stuff every day 
to stay healthy, you might 

want to keep an ice-cold Dr. 
Pepper handy to use as a 
chaser. This stuff can’t taste 
good.

Fire Cider Ingredients:

5 jalapeno peppers (or 
other hot chilis)

2 chopped onions (red or 
white or both)

4 cloves garlic - halved
½ cup fresh ginger –    

chopped
½ cup fresh turmeric root 

- chopped
2 - 3 lemons – cut into 

chunks
¼ cup rosemary sprigs -    

chopped
¼ cup thyme - chopped
¼ cup peppermint -   

chopped 
¼ cup lemon balm -    

chopped
1 tbsp. cinnamon (use 

Ceylon cinnamon)
3 pods of star anise 
3 – 6 cloves (or more) 
1 tbsp. peppercorns – 

black
3 tbsp. elderberries – dried 

(optional)
6 cups raw apple cider 

vinegar
Maple syrup to sweeten 

(use real maple syrup – not 
fake breakfast or pancake 
syrup)

Add dry ingredients to a 
large sealable jar and cover 
with apple cider vinegar.

Store jar in a cool dark 
place for 3-4 weeks, shaking 
every few days to agitate.

After steeping period, 
strain through mesh or 
cheesecloth into a sterilized 
container. If your concoction 
is too strong, add maple 
syrup to taste (start with a 
tablespoon and adjust from 
there).

If you store your cider in 
the fridge it will last for 
several months. Take one to 
two tablespoons daily. Mix 
with water (or try carbon-
ated mineral water). Drink 
up - stay healthy!

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. Described 
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a 
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and 
accomplished feral hog trapper. He 
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors, 
and is good with dogs and children. 
He is the father of three, and lives 
with his wife in Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2026 Jody Dyer

JODY DYER
Typewriter Weekly

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m a 68-year-old woman 

and over the past few years my 
hair has 
b e c o m e 
n o t i c e a b l y 
thinner, espe-
cially on top. 
Is this just 
part of aging, 
or could it be 
a sign of a 
health prob-
lem? And are 

there treatments that really 
help women with hair loss?

– Thinning Thelma

Dear Thelma,
Hair thinning is a com-

mon concern for women as 
they age, especially after 
menopause, but it’s not 
something you should auto-
matically dismiss as getting 
older. While some hair loss is 
a normal part of aging, it can 
also be linked to underlying 
health conditions, medica-
tions, nutritional deficien-
cies, stress, or other treatable 
issues. The good news is that 
in many cases, the cause can 
be identified and sometimes 
successfully treated.

Aging changes

One of the most common 
causes of thinning hair in 
older women is female pat-
tern hair loss, also called 
androgenetic alopecia. It 
usually appears as gradual 
thinning on the top of the 
scalp or a widening part, 
rather than bald patches. 
After menopause, declining 
estrogen levels can affect the 
hair growth cycle, causing 
strands to become finer, 
grow more slowly, and shed 
more easily over time.

Possible causes

But hormones and aging 
aren’t the only explanations. 
Hair loss can also follow a 
major illness, surgery, 
COVID infection, or a 

period of significant stress. In 
these cases, shedding often 
begins a few months later 
and may improve on its own.

Other possible causes 
include thyroid disorders, 
iron deficiency, poor nutri-
tion, autoimmune condi-
tions, and scalp disorders. 
Medications can also play a 
role. Drugs such as blood 
thinners, antidepressants, 
beta blockers, cholesterol 
medications, thyroid treat-
ments, arthritis drugs, and 
some hormone therapies 
have all been linked to hair 
loss in some people. If you 
suspect a medication may be 
involved, don’t stop it on 
your own – ask your doctor 
about alternatives.

Get checked

Because there are so many 
possible causes, the first step 
is getting a proper evalua-
tion. See your doctor or a 
dermatologist if you notice 
sudden shedding, rapid thin-
ning, bald patches, or scalp 
itching or pain. They may 
review your medications, 
examine your scalp, and 
order simple blood tests to 
check for problems such as 
thyroid imbalance or iron 
deficiency.

What helps

Treatment depends on 
the cause. If an underlying 
condition such as thyroid 
disease, iron deficiency, 
medication side effects, or 
poor nutrition is identified, 
treating it may help restore 
hair growth.

For older women with 
age-related female pattern 
hair loss, the treatment with 
the best evidence is topical 
minoxidil (Rogaine), avail-
able over the counter. It can 
help slow thinning and 
stimulate some regrowth, but 
results take several months 
and continued use is needed 
to maintain any benefit. 

Some women who don’t 
respond may be candidates 
for low-dose oral minoxidil, 
which is an off-label treat-
ment and requires medical 
supervision because of possi-
ble side effects.

Be cautious with hair-
growth supplements. Unless 
you have a true deficiency, 
products such as biotin 
usually provide little benefit 
and can interfere with cer-
tain lab tests, including 
thyroid and some heart tests.

Gentle hair care and 
cosmetic options can also 
help. Avoid harsh chemical 
treatments, tight hairstyles 
that pull on the hair, and 
excessive heat from blow 
dryers or styling tools. A 
fuller haircut, thickening 
styling products, hair-
building fibers that reduce 
the appearance of thinning 
spots, or lightweight hair-
pieces and wigs can also 
improve appearance and 
confidence.

Hair thinning in older 
women is common, but it 
isn’t always just a normal 
part of aging. Because it can 
sometimes signal an underly-
ing medical issue, it’s worth 
getting checked – especially 
if it comes on suddenly or 
worsens quickly. While not 
every type of hair loss can be 
reversed, treatment and 
practical strategies can often 
slow it down and help you 
feel better about how your 
hair looks.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
Why Women Lose Hair as They Age – and 

What Can Be Done About It

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

Obituaries

Obituaries

***
The Rains County Leader

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

by Bartee Haile
At funeral services in 

Mission on Jul. 8, 1956, 
friends and family of “Slats” 
Rodgers paid their last 
respects to the accident 

prone pio-
neer aviator 
while mar-
veling at the 
fact he died 
in bed of 
n a t u r a l 
causes.

T e x a s ’ 
first licensed 
pilot was 

born Floyd H. Rodgers in 
rural Georgia in 1889.  His 
thin-as-a-rail appearance 
inspired someone to call him 
“Slats,” a nickname that 
stuck for the rest of his life.

“Slats” was still in knee 
pants, when his parents 
brought him to the Lone Star 
State settling in the Johnson 
County community of 
Keene.  He got a bare-bones 
education in the Cleburne 
schools before leaving home 
to work on an uncle’s farm 
near Waco.

At 18 he found entry-
level employment with the 
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe 
Railroad.  Displaying a 
mechanical aptitude as well 
as a good work ethic, he 
steadily advanced over the 
next eight years and wound 
up a locomotive engineer on 
the Cleburne-to-Dallas run.

By this time, “Slats” had 
even loftier ambitions that 
had nothing to do with 
trains.  A childhood love of 
kites had blossomed into a 
fascination with flying on the 
heels of the Wright Brothers’ 
amazing feat at Kitty Hawk 
in 1903.  

With the assistance of an 
older, more knowledgeable 
engineer, he began building 
his own aircraft in a black-
smith shop in Cleburne.  
Forced to vacate the 
premises by shortsighted city 
fathers, who outlawed the 
undertaking as a “public 
nuisance,” he loaded up the 
Oregon spruce, French 
turnbuckles, two-stroke 
engine and the rest of the 

materials and moved every-
thing to Keene.

It was there in his adopted 
hometown that “Slats” 
turned his implausible dream 
into rickety reality.  But he 
was in no hurry to fly it 
because he did not know 
how. “I had never seen 
anybody fly a ship,” he 
explained decades later in 
his autobiography.  “I never 
had even seen one except 
mine.”

For the better part of a 
year, “Slats” contented him-
self with taxiing around a 
pasture. Then one day in 
1912, a deep ditch left with 
him no choice but to lift off 
at the last second.  After a 
maiden flight of 200 feet, the 
airplane slammed into the 
ground tearing off the wheels 
and right wing in what the 
man at the controls would 
claim was the first of his 29 
crack-ups.

“Slats” pieced his pride-
and-joy back together only 
to discover that the reat-
tached wing drooped badly.  
He dubbed the ugly duckling 
“Old Soggy No. 1” and 
coaxed it into the sky 
another 50 times before 
putting the plane out to 
pasture like some derelict 
automobile.

In the early days of World 
War I, the Army was 
desperately short of pilots 
and instructors.  That was 
how a string-bean Texan, 
who had never taken a 
lesson in his life, spent much 
of 1916 teaching wide-eyed 
cadets everything he knew 
about flying.

Following President Wil-
son’s war “to make the world 
safe for democracy,” “Slats” 
bought an Army surplus 
Jenny for next to nothing.  
He joined the fun-loving 
club of barnstorming dare-
devils, who made their living 
by selling five minutes in the 
sky to anybody with the price 
of a ticket and putting on 
death-defying air shows.

In the early 1920’s, “Slats” 
traded in his Jenny for a 
five-passenger biplane. Dur-
ing his days on the railroad, 

he had supplemented his 
income by carrying bootleg 
whiskey in the cab of his 
locomotive. His spacious 
new aircraft enabled him to 
ferry cases of illegal booze 
out of Mexico to eager 
buyers in Texas.

Several sources allege that 
the so-called “Love Field 
Lunatics,” of which “Slats” 
was a prominent member, 
was actually a cover for a 
smuggling operation.  
Whether that is true or not, 
there is no question that the 
public could not get enough 
of the stunt pilots’ risky 
aerobatics.    

A cornerstone of the 
“Slats” Rodgers’ legend is 
that around 1926 he was 
issued the first pilot’s license 
in the State of Texas.  But he 
had a heap of trouble hold-
ing on to it due to his aerial 
antics.

“I guess the government 
had my license more than I 
did,” “Slats” told a newspa-
perman in 1950. “They’d 
always get to feeling sorry for 
me, though, and give it back 
in two or three months.”

One of the stunts that 
resulted in the suspension of 
his pilot’s permit involved 
flying between two Dallas 
skyscrapers to win a wager. 
On another occasion, he 
dropped a lookalike dummy 
from his plane to give specta-
tors below the false but 
exciting impression that he 
was falling to his death.

The end of Prohibition 
and the barnstorming era 
compelled “Slats” to seek 
legitimate employment. 
Always creative, he invented 
crop-dusting by cutting a 
couple of holes in the floor-
board of his craft.  When 
failing eyesight made that 
practice too dangerous even 
for him, he tried his hand at 
ranching and opened steak-
houses in Bandera and 
McAllen before his death at 
age 67.

Bartee Haile welcomes your 

comments and questions at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Texas’ first pilot accident prone but lucky

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Advertising 
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BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
Back-to-School Internet Safety Tips for Kids
It’s hard to believe, but 

summer break has come to 
an end, and many East Texas 
schools are already back in 
session. As students return 
to classrooms, they’re also 
returning to school-issued 
devices, apps, social media 
and other online tools. BBB 
reminds parents and care-
givers to make internet 
safety part of the back-to-
school routine.

“Technology is a big part 
of how kids learn, communi-
cate and socialize, which 
makes ongoing conversa-
tions about online safety 
more important than ever,” 
said Mechele Agbayani 
Mills, President and CEO of 
BBB Central East Texas. “By 
teaching their children how 
to recognize scams, protect 
their privacy and speak up 
when something doesn’t feel 
right, parents can help them 
make safer choices online.”

BBB advises parents and 
caregivers to keep the fol-
lowing in mind:

Know what platforms
your child is using

Be familiar with the apps, 
games, social media plat-
forms and accounts your 
child uses. Review privacy 
settings together, know who 
can contact them and pay 
attention to permissions 
which allow access to their 
camera, microphone or loca-
tion.

Protect personal
information

Teach children not to 

share information such as 
their full name, address, 
school, phone number, pass-
words or real-time location. 
Be careful with back-to-
school photos, too. Display-
ing a child’s name, school, 
teacher or grade can reveal 
more than parents intend.

Watch for phishing,
giveaways and “free” offers

Kids can be targets of 
fraudulent emails, texts, 
direct messages and gaming 
offers. Teach them not to 
click unfamiliar links or 
provide personal or financial 
information in exchange for 
prizes, free game currency or 
other offers. Even legitimate 
free apps and games may 
include in-app purchases.

Have a discussion about 
online strangers

Someone your child meets 
through social media, gam-
ing or a messaging app may 
not be who they claim to be. 
The FBI warns that young 
people are also targets of 
sextortion schemes in which 
offenders use threats or 
private images to demand 
money or additional images. 
Encourage children to tell a 
trusted adult immediately if 
an online interaction 
becomes threatening, inap-
propriate or uncomfortable.

Secure devices
and accounts

Use parental controls 
when appropriate, keep 
devices and apps updated, 
use strong and unique pass-

words and enable multi-
factor authentication when 
available. Most importantly, 
keep the conversation going 
so children know they can 
ask for help when something 
online doesn’t seem right.

“The goal isn’t to make 
children afraid of technol-
ogy. It’s to help them 
develop good habits, recog-
nize warning signs and know 
when to ask for help. Parents 
who stay involved in their 
children’s online lives can 
help them become safer and 
more responsible digital 
citizens,” Mills said.

For more information

For additional back-to-
school and online safety 
information, visit BBB’s 
Back-to-School HQ and 
BBB’s Back-to-School Inter-
net Safety Tips.

Parents and caregivers 
can also find resources at the 
FTC’s Protecting Kids 
Online page and the FBI’s 
Financially Motivated Sex-
tortion resource.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.

Look Twice - Save A Life.
Motorcycles are everywhere!
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FOR SALE

SALES

Kittens for sale, experi-
enced pest removers. 
Two dollars each. Call 
903-268-6136.

Good Samaritan's 
Thrift/Clothes store will 
be open Saturdays in 
November  from 8 am 
- noon. Clothes sale is 
open Mon.-Wed., 8 
am-12 pm, and 1 
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am 
-12 pm on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Browse our wide 
selection of RV Parts 
and Accessories. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

RENT/LEASE

STORAGE UNITS

Emory Self Storage, 
Hwy. 69S, 410 E. 
Lennon. Now offering 
c l imate -cont ro l l ed 
units. 903-474-9150, 
903-348-5459.

SUDOKU
SOLUTION

7 8 4 1 3 6 5 9 2
1 3 2 8 5 9 4 7 6
9 5 6 7 4 2 1 3 8
5 2 1 3 7 4 6 8 9
4 6 3 2 9 8 7 5 1
8 7 9 5 6 1 2 4 3
3 1 7 6 8 5 9 2 4
6 4 5 9 2 3 8 1 7
2 9 8 4 1 7 3 6 5

SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

MCKENZIE LAKE 
WORKS. Building 
boathouses and docks 
since 2001. Steel/metal 
bldgs. & home remod-
eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC 

Has all your welding, 
welding repair and 
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

DODSON AND SONS 
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more. 
903-259-8541. For 
plumbing needs call 
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

G&G GRAVEL. All 
types of gravel, 
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading, 
free estimates. Miller 
Grove. Bret Garrett 
903-268-6910.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing, 
hedge trimming, 
weekly/biweekly rates. 
903-521-8506, free 
estimates.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC

Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance, 
sodding, landscaping, 
tree trimming & 
removal, retaining 
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

TREE SERVICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.
TheWilsonLegacy.com 
9 0 3 - 4 5 5 - 1 5 8 7 . 
Insured, credit cards, 
appointments. We 
specialize in high risk 
removals. Trimming, 
Removals, Stumps.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimming/
removal. Credit cards, 
insured. LI0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

HELP WANTED

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS 
ISD. Visit www.
rainsisd.org and click 
on Apply Now to view 
current openings and 
submit an  online 
application. Health 
insurance available for 
eligible full-time 
employees. RAINS 
ISD is an Equal 
O p p o r t u n i t y 
Employer.

595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440

903-473-2950
903-473-3657

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emory

FIRM NO: 10194233

T R A N S M I S S I O N
FOREIGN DOMESTIC

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls • Clutches • Sealed Jobs • Filter & Fluid Changes

201 W. Main, Quinlan • 903-356-4900 • Mon.-Fri. 8 to 5:30MasterCard

L.L. Spencer Real EstateL.L. Spencer Real Estate

Don R. Spencer (Owner/Broker)

903-473-2225
Don R. Spencer (Owner/Broker)

903-473-2225

LLSpencerRealEstate.comLLSpencerRealEstate.com

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Visit www.cbtx.com for
all your banking needs

S-1816
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BUY IT!
SELL IT!
FIND IT!
For information,

call 903-473-2653

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Property Code, Rains County Storage, 
which is located on Hwy. 19 and FM 2795, in Rains County, Texas will 
hold a public auction of property being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 
Sale will be at 10:00 a.m. on November 21, 2026. Property will be sold 
to the highest bidder for cash. Deposit for removal and clean-up may 
be temporarily required. Seller reserves the right to not accept any bid 
and to withdraw property from sale. Property in each space may be 
sold item-by-item, in batches, or by the space. Property being sold in-
cludes contents in space(s) of the tenant listed below, with brief de-
scription of contents in the spaces(s).
Tenant’s complete name as shown on rental agreement and general 
description of property:

Sarah Boyett Contents in Unit 5
Nicole Young Contents in Unit 21
Richard Gillis Contents in Unit 37
Ronald Brown Contents in Unit 51
Katia Mora Contents in Unit 52
Hunter Dieken Contents in Unit 59
Elaine Wise Contents in Units 67 & 68
Ronald Gomm Contents in Unit 75
Kathy Lane Contents in Unit 112
Jonathan Mungaray Contents in Unit 119

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

To Advertise, Call Lea at 903-473-2653

To advertise in the 
Classifieds, call Lea at 
903-473-2653.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY 
CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with the manager at the 
office, located on FM 1567, east 
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., 
or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is 
available at the tract of land in 
question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY 
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
City of Point Water urges all 
prospective land buyers to verify 
with the water operator or city 
secretary at City of Point at our 
office located at 320 N Locust 
Street Point, TX  75472 or by 
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220 
whether or not water service is 
available to the property in 
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Wine 
& Malt Beverage Retail 
Dealer’s Off Premise Permit 
by American Investor Group 
LLC D/B/A Axtons Bass City 
Resort to be located at 2959 
FM 2946, Emory, Rains 
County, TX 75440. The sole 
Manager of said entity is   
Subhadra Paruchuri, Man-
ager.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL 

PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

EAST TAWAKONI 
WATER SYSTEM

The City of East Tawakoni 
understands that property is 
sometimes sold with the 
representation that water is 
available to the property from 
the City of East Tawakoni water 
system. Such is not always the 
case, and the City of East 
Tawakoni urges any prospective 
buyer to verify with the City of 
East Tawakoni at 288 Briggs 
Blvd., East Tawakoni, Texas, or 
call 903-447-2444 that water is 
in fact available at the particular 
tract in question. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

CITY OF EMORY WATER 
SYSTEM

The City of Emory understands 
that property is sometimes sold 
with the representation that 
water is available to the 
property from the City of Emory 
water system. Such is not 
always the case, and the City of 
Emory urges any prospective 
buyer to verify with the City of 
Emory at 399 North Texas 
Street, or call 903-473-2465 
that water is in fact available at 
the particular tract in question. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

MILLER GROVE WATER 
SUPPLY CORP.

Miller Grove Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective land 
buyers to verify with the 
manager at our office located at 
14966 FM 1567W in Miller 
Grove or by calling 903-459-
3383 whether or not water 
service is available to the 
property in question.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SOUTH RAINS SUD 
WATER SYSTEM

South Rains SUD understands 
that property is sometimes sold 
with the representation that 
water is available to the property 
from South Rains SUD water 
system. Such is not always the 
case, and the South Rains SUD 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with South Rains SUD at 
121 N. Dunbar Lane, Emory, 
Texas, or call 903-473-2122 that 
water is in fact available at the 
particular tract in question.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF SALE
Bright Star-Salem Special Utility 
District is accepting separate 
sealed bids for the following:
• 2016 JD Zero-Turn Mower 
w/557 hours - $2,500 mini-
mum bid
• 2018 Bobcat Mini Ex E-55 w/
1,400 hours - $35,000 mini-
mum bid
• 2019 Chevrolet 2500 4WD w/
133,333 miles - $12,500 mini-
mum bid
Sealed bids must be received in 
the District’s office no later than 
Monday, November 23rd @ 
12:00 noon. Each piece of 
equipment may be viewed at 
the District’s office located at 
238 N Osborn Street in Alba. 
The Board of Directors reserves 
the right to accept or reject any 
or all bids. All equipment is sold 
as is with no warranty ex-
pressed or implied. 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
IN THE ESTATE OF
DONALD RAPHEAL 

SHELBY, SR, DECEASED
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Donald Rapheal 
Shelby, Sr. were issued on 
October 28, 2026, in Docket No. 
3422, pending in the County 
Court of Rains County, Texas, to 
Sandra Lynn Shelby. All persons 
having claims against the 
estate, which is presently being 
administered, are required to 
submit them, within the time 
and manner prescribed by law, 
and before the estate is closed, 
addressed as follows:
Sandra Lynn Shelby
c/o Jonathan A. Newsom
113 Jefferson St.
Sulphur Springs, TX 75482
Dated October 29, 2026

/s/ Jonathan A. Newsom
Jonathan A. Newsom
Attorney for Executor of the 
Estate of Donald Rapheal
Shelby, Sr.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

RAINS ISD
2026-2027 TARGETED 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR 
RAINS INTERMEDIATE

Notice is hereby given that the 
Rains ISD Board of Trustees will 
hold a public hearing during its 
regularly scheduled board 
meeting on Monday, November 
9, 2026, at 6:30 PM in the Philip 
Alexander Board Room of the 
Rains ISD Administration Build-
ing, 1759 W US HWY 69, 
Emory, Texas 75440. 
The purpose of the hearing is to 
review, discuss, and receive in-
put on the 2026-2027 Targeted 
Improvement Plan (TIP) for 
Rains Intermediate School.
Parents and stakeholders are 
invited to attend and provide 
comment. A copy of the pro-
posed 2026-2027 Targeted Im-
provement Plan is available for 
review at Rains ISD Administra-
tion Office and on the district 
website at www.rainsisd.org.



12 November 5, 2026

by Bartee Haile
Fourteen-year-old Ginger 

Rogers danced circles around 
the competition at the Baker 
Hotel in Dallas on Nov. 9, 
1925 to win first place in the 

s t a t e 
Charleston 
contest.

V i r g i n i a 
K a t h e r i n e 
McMath was 
born in Inde-
p e n d e n c e , 
Missouri – 
Harry Tru-
man’s home-

town – but like most “natu-
ralized” Texans came to the 
Lone Star State just as soon 
as she could. In the case of 
Ginger, a nickname from a 
cousin who could not pro-
nounce “Virginia,” it was in 
1922 at the age of 11 that she 
moved to Fort Worth with 
her mother and stepfather, 
John Rogers.

 Ginger’s mother, a former 
movie scriptwriter, took a job 
as theater critic for a Cow 
Town newspaper. Her daugh-
ter’s formal education ended 
three years later with a 
six-month Vaudeville con-
tract, top prize for her judge-
pleasing rendition of the 
Charleston.

Three years later, the 
teenager was half of a song-
and-dance act called “Ginger 
and Pepper” with the first of 
her five husbands. Her mar-
riage to Edward “Jack Pep-
per” Culpepper did not sur-
vive the year, and the young 
divorcee resumed her solo 
career under the protective 
wing of her savvy mother.

They jumped off the 
Vaudeville merry-go-round 
in New York, where Ginger 
found work singing on the 
radio. That left her ample 
time for auditions, and she 
soon landed a part in the 
Broadway musical Top Speed 
that opened on Christmas 
Day 1929.

The talented Texan made 
such a strong impression on 
George and Ira Gershwin 
that the brothers chose her 
for the leading role in their 
new musical. In a few whirl-
wind weeks, Girl Crazy made 
19-year-old Ginger Rogers 
the brightest star on Broad-
way.

Happy as she was with her 
overnight success on “The 
Great White Way,” Ginger 

with her mother’s enthusias-
tic blessing regarded New 
York as merely the launch 
pad for a career in motion 
pictures. Deciding time was 
of the essence, they moved to 
Hollywood at the peak of the 
promising performer’s stage 
success.

In three hectic years, Gin-
ger made one feature film 
after another (a total of 22) 
for six different studios. Her 
selection as one of 15 “Baby 
Stars” signaled she had offi-
cially arrived in Tinsel Town.

Then in 1933, in what 
proved to be a studio-saving 
stroke of genius, RKO paired 
Ginger, all of 22 at the time, 
with Fred Astaire, 34, for 
Flying Down to Rio. The 
dream couple danced their 
way into America’s heart and 
in the process, to quote a 
movie historian, “revolution-
ized the Hollywood musical, 
introducing dance routines of 
unprecedented elegance and 
virtuosity, set to songs spe-
cially composed for them by 
the greatest song composers 
of the day.”

RKO, as well as its box-
office stars, knew a good 
thing when they saw it, 
namely the ticket sales. As a 
result, eight more Ginger-
and-Fred vehicles packed 
theaters from coast to coast 
between 1934 and 1939. 
MGM persuaded the duo to 
work their magic one last 
time in their 1949 reunion 
The Barkleys of Broadway.

Astaire had nothing but 
the highest praise for his 
beautiful partner. “All the 
girls I ever danced with 
thought they couldn’t do it, 
but of course they could. So 
they always cried. All except 
Ginger. No, no, Ginger never 
cried.”

To that tribute to her 
toughness, he graciously 
added, “Ginger was brilliantly 
effective. She made every-
thing work for her. Actually 
she made things very fine for 
the both of us and she 
deserves most of the credit 
for our success.”

During the decade 
between her ninth and final 
on-screen collaboration with 
Astaire, Ginger established 
herself as a dramatic actress 
of the highest order. Her 
outstanding title-role perfor-
mance in Kitty Foyle earned 
the 1941 Academy Award for 

Best Actress.
Her Oscar gave Ginger the 

clout to break out of the 
studio system, an unprece-
dented act of rebellion in 
those days. Once again, Lela 
Rogers showed she was much 
more than a parasitic “stage 
mother” by helping her only 
child chart an independent 
course in the shark-infested 
waters of Hollywood.

By the mid-1950’s, how-
ever, Ginger’s big-screen 
career was coming to a close. 
Parts for middle-aged 
actresses were few and far 
between, and she made only 
five of her 73 films after 1955.

Determined to prove she 
was far from over the hill, 
Ginger returned to the New 
York stage. She played to 
rave reviews and packed 
houses in long-running pro-
ductions of Hello, Dolly! and 
Mame.

Ginger took the latter 
musical to London in 1969 to 
the delight of British playgo-
ers and the queen, who 
requested a Royal Command 
Performance. The American 
icon left 14 months later as 
the highest paid performer in 
the history of the West End 
theater district.

Ginger’s personal life did 
not measure up to her public 
accomplishments. She went 
through five marriages with 
none lasting more than eight 
years. After showing her final 
husband the door in 1969, 
she did not walk down the 
aisle again.

Ginger Rogers passed away 
in 1995 at her California 
home. In her 83 years, the 
Christian Scientist had never 
visited a doctor or set foot in 
a hospital.

Bartee welcomes your comments 
and questions at or P.O. Box 130011, 
Spring, TX 77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Ginger Rogers got her start in Texas

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist
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Swine Flu Clinic at 
Rains School Mon., 

Nov. 8

The monthly comprehen-
sive diagnostic and screening 
public health clinic for Rains 
County citizens will be con-
ducted at the gymnasium of 
the Rains School in Emory 
on Nov. 8, between the 
hours of 2 and 8 p.m. The 
clinic will be devoted exclu-
sively to the administration 
of the swine flu vaccine.

The bivalent vaccine 
which is the combined swine 
influenza strain and A/
Victoria strain will be 
administered to all persons 
age 65 and over and to all 
chronically ill persons age 3 
through 64. These chroni-
cally ill persons age 3 
through 64 must present a 
statement from a private 
physician indicating a 
chronic illness and recom-
mending that the bivalent 
vaccine be administered.

Persons with chronic ill-
nesses include those with: 1. 
chronic broncho-pulmonary 
disease, such as asthma and 
cystic fibrosis; 2. heart dis-
ease; 3. chronic renal dis-
ease; 4. diabetes and other 
chronic metabolic disorders; 
5. chronic neuromuscular 
disorders; and 6. malignan-
cies and immunodeficiency 
states.

The monovalent vaccine 
which consists of the swine 
influenza strain only will be 
administered to all healthy 
persons age 18 through 64.

Those healthy persons age 
17 and under and those 
chronically ill children under 
age 3 will not be eligible to 
attend the clinics at this 
time as health officials have 
not determined which vac-
cine or what dosages they 
will receive. This informa-
tion should be available 
within the next two to three 
weeks.

All persons who are eligi-
ble to attend the clinics who 
are under 18 years of age 
must be accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian.

The clinics will be staffed 
by Public Health Region 7 
personnel and local volun-
teers.

Public Health Region 7 
headquarters in Tyler 
announced today that swine 
influenza clinics will be held 
in Mineola and Quitman 
this weekend. The clinic at 
Quitman will be on Satur-
day, Nov. 6, at the elemen-
tary school from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. The clinic at Mineola 
will be on Sunday, Nov. 7, at 
the multiple purpose build-

ing from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Nominations for 
Outstanding Citizen 

Taken

The Emory Lions Club 
will have their 2nd annual 
banquet on Tuesday, Dec. 7, 
1976 at the community cen-
ter in Emory.

The Emory Lions Club 
will present an award to the 
outstanding citizen of Rains 
County at this banquet. Last 
year the outstanding citizen’s 
award was won by our 
beloved “Dr.” Booker Nix.

Tickets for the banquet 
will cost $3.00 per person. 
Lion Club members will be 
contacting the community 
during the next few weeks 
selling these tickets.

We hope that our ban-
quet will be as successful as 
last year.

This year selection of the 
outstanding citizen will be 
made by nominations 
received from citizens of our 
community as well as from 
Lion Club members.

Use the simple form or a 
letter nominating the person 
you feel has contributed 
most to our community.

Send or bring your nomi-
nation in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Lion Secretary 
Don Holmes, or to the Rains 
Co. Leader. Be sure to 
address the envelope to Lion 
Secretary Holmes & write on 
envelope “Nomination.” 
This envelope will remain 
sealed and not accidentally 
be opened if addressed cor-
rectly.

The opening of all nomi-
nation envelopes will be 
made at one time by a select 
committee prior to the ban-
quet.

More information con-
cerning our banquet and 
cutoff date for nominations 
will be published in future 
issues.

Flower, Art & Crafts 
Show “Fall 

Spectacular” Nov. 7th

Sunday at the Rose Com-
munity Center, “Fall Spec-
tacular” will be held from 1 
p.m. until 5 p.m.

The three talented and 
outstanding clubs of Emory, 
the Rains Flower & Garden 
Club, in cooperation with 
the Rains Art League and 
Women’s Service Club, will 
host the “Fall Spectacular.” 
It will be one of the out-
standing shows of the year 
when they will display flow-
ers, plants and arrangements, 
with Mrs. Hazel Cooper 
chairman. The art league 

will have a large number of 
art work on display with 
Mrs. Nancy Wilson, chair-
man, and the Women’s Ser-
vice Club will show hand-
made crafts, with Mrs. Von-
nie Bryant, chairman.

Emory is proud of these 
organizations that have 
given much in service. They 
strive to make Emory a 
cleaner and more beautiful 
county seat town which has 
countless visitor. They, along 
with the homefolk in the 
community, can thank the 
club sponsors who have 
accomplished much.

Come to the “Fall Spec-
tacular” flower, art & crafts 
show Sunday. Refreshments 
will be served during the 
4:00 p.m. party hour.

Hospitality: Mmes Melba 
Bullard, Frances Willis, Kay 
Chastain; Hostess & Regis-
ter, Mmes Jewel Cooper, 
Linda Terry, Darchin Cooke, 
Doris Bentley; Historical 
Table, Jeri Whitten, Mollie 
Shelton, Rubye McKeown; 
Entries and Staging, Mmes 
Edith Varnon, Vonnie 
Bryant, Nancy Wilson, Hazel 
Cooper, Rubye McKeown, 
Frank Shelton and Phillip 
Kerr.

Sheriff’s Office Report

The sheriff reported that 
during the past week the fol-
lowing arrests were made: 
one for no driver’s license; 
one for having the wrong 
license tags and no inspec-
tion sticker; one spending 3 
days in jail serving part of a 
driving while intoxicated 
sentence; two for possession 
of marijuana. There were 
two prisoners in jail Monday.

Emergency Meeting

An emergency meeting 
was called for the Rains 
County Commissioners’ 
Court by Judge Johnston 
Tuesday afternoon, 26th, for 
the purpose of confirming 
continued employment of 
Deputy Sammy Potts while 
he is taking the 6-week 
course in law enforcement.

Special Session

A special session of the 
Rains County Commission-
ers’ Court was called by 
Judge Johnston to discuss 
and take action on acquiring 
the property for the new jail 
site. It was voted on and 
passed with all commission-
ers voting aye to purchase 
the land from Bruce Bullard 
for $8,000 near the B & B 
Food Store to be paid for 
during the year of 1977.

Thursday, November 4, 1976

50 years ago this week
Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives


