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Rain Report
No rain recorded this week.

Total for Oct.   . . . . . . .  3.39 in.
Year to date  . . . . . . .  28.88 in.

Karen Young

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commissioners 
Court discussed the lease of a tractor 
with a boom mower, appointed a tem-
porary Justice of the Peace and ap-
proved the installation of automatic 
doors at the library and courthouse an-
nex during the regular meeting on 
Thursday, October 22.

During the meeting, the lease agree-
ment for a John Deere 6M 105 cab trac-
tor with a boom mower was brought 
back before the court. The agreement 
approved during the October 8 meeting 
listed a 2024 tractor and the county 
had agreed to a 2025 model.

Commissioners took the opportunity 
to continue discussion of a lease agree-
ment for the tractor with a boom 
mower. The equipment would replace a 
tractor and boom mower that is 25 
years old, but the department still has a 

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The city council for East Tawakoni 
was informed that the city’s water sys-
tem grant application was eligible for 
$5.4 million in principal forgiveness 
from the Texas Water Development 
Board (TWDB). During the regular 
meeting on Tuesday, October 20, a rep-
resentative from U.S. Capital Advisors 
appeared before the council to inform 
them that the grant application to up-
grade the city’s water system had been 
determined to be eligible for funding by 
the TWDB through the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act of 2021.

The city would be eligible for 
$3,970,098 for being a disadvantaged 
community and $1,500,000 for being a 
small and rural disadvantaged commu-
nity. They would have to pay an origi-
nation fee of $210,000.

Council members were informed 
that the application moved to technical 
review by the TWBD staff and that the 
amounts in the applications could 
change. No action was needed on the 
item at this time.

The council unanimously approved a 
building permit to construct an at-
tached carport at 256 Tawakoni Trail. 

EAST TAWAKONI

City eligible for $5.4M to
upgrade water system

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The City of Point held a regular 
meeting on Thursday, October 22, to 
read over proposed rate changes for city 
services.

Mayor Angela Nelson read a pro-
posed ordinance that would adjust the 
city’s service to the community. The 
rates had not been adjusted since 2020 
even though the city has experienced a 
consistent increase in wholesale water 
price, cost to process the water and fees 
for trash service.

Proposed changes to the water rate 
would see the minimum rate of up to 

2,000 gallons for residences in the city 
moved from $47 to $53 per month. 
Water customers outside the city limits 
would have a base rate of $58 for 2,000 
gallons.

After the initial 2,000 gallons, the 
rate is proposed to be $10.40 per thou-
sand gallons up to 5,000 gallons. At 
that point, the cost would be $10.80 per 
thousand gallons.

The city has seen the wholesale wa-
ter rate from the Sabine River Author-
ity increase from $0.145 per thousand 
gallons in 2020 to $0.185 per thousand 
gallons in 2026 without adjusting the 

POINT

Point City Council discusses
proposed rate changes

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Early voting in Rains County for the 
November 3 General Election continues 
until Friday, October 30 at the Rains 
County Courthouse Annex.

As of Tuesday, October 27, 2,660 
registered voters in the county have cast 
a ballot early. The official number of 
registered voters in Rains County is 
9,772 putting the turnout so far at 27.22 
percent.

Early voting totals as of the Tuesday 
before election day in 2024 were 4,129 

while the 2022 election total had 2,543 
voters cast a ballot seven days out. The 
turnout of 9,404 registered voters in 
2024 and 8,775 registered voters in 
2022 was 43.91 percent and 28.98 per-
cent, respectively.

Early voting continues in the election 
office at 220 W. Quitman St. in Emory. 
Polls will be open for voting from 7:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m each weekday through 
Friday, October 30.

The national election will be held on 
Tuesday, November 3, from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.

Locally, Rains County residents look 

to choose their U.S. Congressional Can-
didate for District 32 between Republi-
can Jace Yarbrough or Democrat Dan 
Barrios. In the election for state house, 
the race has incumbent Republican 
Cole Hefner facing challenger Demo-
crat Hector Garza.

Uncontested races in the county in-
clude Rains County Judge Brent 
Hilliard, Rains County Clerk Mandy 
Sawyer, Rains County Treasurer Maria 
Cook, Rains County Tax Assessor-
Collector Nicole York, Rains County 
Justice of the Peace Tony Ingram and 
Rains County Commissioners Jim Jones 

and Lori Northcutt. 
Rains County residents in the Miller 

Grove ISD will vote for three seats on 
the school board with Bret Garrett, Ray 
Sparks, Dusty Davis and Brandon Dar-
row vying for the positions.

Additional candidate information 
can be found on page four.

On Tuesday, November 3, eight 
polling locations throughout Rains 
County will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m for registered voters to cast a 
ballot in the general election.

RAINS COUNTY

Commissioners
re-appoint 

temporary JP 

GENERAL ELECTION

Early voting ends Friday, General Election Day Tuesday

First Responder’s Banquet Held

Leader Photo by CHUCK FITTS

Emory Volunteer Fire Chief Darren Renshaw presents a Molsect knife set to the Rains County Firefighter of the Year, Kelly Robbins, 
during the annual First Responders Banquet held at The Chapel on Thursday, October 22. The event was organized by the Rabb 
Brothers Memorial American Legion Post 156 to recognize the first responders in Rains County for their dedication and service.

EMORY

Karen Young, Country Flowers Celebrate 40 Years
By JENNIFER HILL
Rains County Leader staff

Country Flowers & Gifts is one of the 
oldest retail establishments in Emory, 
and owner Karen Young is happy to be 
celebrating 40 years of business next 
month.

When Young was 17 years old (in 
1978), she and her best friend had just 
graduated high school. They had a 
garage sale and used the money raised 
to move out and get an apartment. 
Young did not have a job at the time. 
Her friend’s mother worked for NETO 
and called Young one day and said, 
“The flower shop’s hiring, Get your 
[self] down there and get a job.” Obedi-
ently, Young did just that. “I walked 

into Sulphur Springs Floral, and they 
hired me. On the spot,” she said.

Young was attending East Texas 
State University (Texas A&M-
Commerce) at the time and studying to 
become a teacher. But the struggles of 
working full time and going to school 
full time were a bit much, and she be-
lieved God had different plans for her 
than she had for herself, so she dropped 
college.

She married Kenny Young in 1980. 
In July 1982, she gave birth to her first 
child, Kristen, then went back to work. 
Her second-born, Korey, came along in 
February 1986. At that point, she de-
cided to try staying at home and 
babysitting for other people. When 
Homecoming rolled around that fall, 

she decided to make and sell homecom-
ing mums from her home, while still 
caring for children. That turned out to 
be wildly successful.

Shortly thereafter, with her mother 
as a business partner, she opened 
Country Flowers & Gifts in the small 
shopping center that sits in front of the 
Rose Community Center. She chose 
the name because country decor was 
very popular at the time, and C would 
come before G in the phone book. (The 
competing florist in town was Gerry’s.) 
They opened their doors on November 
7, 1986. 

Young said the  partnership with her 
mother did not last long, “because 
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Stress is Serious
How much do you know 

and understand about stress? 
Stress is the body’s reaction to 
pressure, demands, and chal-

lenges and as 
we prepare to 
act, stress 
may present a 
mental, phys-
ical, and/or 
e m o t i o n a l 
response. A 
2022 survey 

by the American Psychologi-
cal Association found 76 
percent of respondents experi-
enced at least one symptom of 
stress in the previous month.

Stress does not always stem 
from negative experiences. 
Positive life changes, such as 
starting a new job, planning a 
wedding, spending time with 
family over the holidays, or 
welcoming a new baby, can 
also be stressful. At other 
times, stress comes from more 
difficult situations like illness, 
heavy workloads, financial 
woes, or family conflict. 
Regardless of where your 
stress comes from it is not 
something to be overlooked.

There are three main kinds 
of stress: acute, episodic acute 
and chronic.

Acute stress. Acute stress 
is short-term stress that comes 
and goes quickly. It can be 
positive or negative. It is the 
feeling you get when you are 
riding on a rollercoaster or 
having a fight with your loved 
one. Everyone experiences 
acute stress from time to time.

Episodic acute stress.
Episodic acute stress is when 
you experience acute stress on 
a regular basis. With this kind 
of stress, you never get the 
time you need to return to a 
calm, relaxed state. Episodic 
stress frequently affects people 
working in certain professions, 
like healthcare providers.

Chronic stress. Chronic 
stress is long-term stress, 
going on for weeks or months. 
You may experience chronic 
stress due to marriage trou-
bles, issues at work or finan-
cial problems. It is important 
to find ways to manage 
chronic stress because it can 
lead to health issues.

When you are experienc-
ing stress, your body releases 
cortisol and other stress hor-
mones. While this response 
can be helpful in short bursts, 
ongoing or chronic stress can 
take a toll on both mental and 
physical health. Long term 
exposure to stress may 

increase your risk for digestive 
issues and weight gain, anxi-
ety and depression, 
headaches, sleep difficulties, 
memory and concentration 
problems, high blood pressure, 
heart disease and stroke.

Stress is something we all 
experience from time to time 
but if you are experiencing 
stress over an extended 
period, you might need to 
evaluate and make a few 
changes to help eliminate 
some of your stressors. Stress-
reducing habits can be incor-
porated into your daily rou-
tine and small changes can 
make a big difference.

Stress may be reduced with 
even simple actions. Try 
taking a quick social break 
and send a message to a 
friend, even a simple “hello” 
can lift your mood. If it turns 
into a longer conversation, 
roll with it. Strong social 
connections are essential for 
emotional well-being.

Physical activity is always 
good for your mental and 
physical well-being, benefiting 
both your heart and your 
mind. Dance to your favorite 
song, go for a brisk walk, try 
hula-hooping, or sign up for 
that exercise class you have 
been curious about.

Getting enough rest can 
help you feel calmer, more 
focused, and more creative. 
Aim to power down earlier by 
turning off screens and wind-
ing down with a book or 
another relaxing activity. 
Most adults need about seven 
to nine hours of sleep each 
night.

Although breathing is 
automatic, mindful breathing 
can help activate your body’s 
relaxation response. Get com-
fortable and take a normal 
breath. Slowly inhale through 
your nose, filling your chest 
and belly. Let your stomach 
expand. Gently exhale 
through your mouth or nose. 
Repeat several times.

Managing stress does not 
have to be complicated. With 
small, enjoyable steps, you can 
support your health and find 
moments of calm throughout 
your day.

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact 903- 
473-4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming events or 
additional information please 
visit https://rains.agrilife.org/ or 
follow Rains County AgriLife 
on Facebook.

NEWS 
BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday 
in the building behind the 
public library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m. 
Hours for Thursday are 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will 
be open every Saturday in 
February from 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Funds go to buy food 
for the needy and to operate 
the center.

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

Advertising Works 903-473-2653

Advertising
Works

903-473-2653

Advertising Works

903-473-2653

Visit us on the web
rainscountyleader.com

Visit us on the web:
www.rainscountyleader.com

Visit us on the web: www.rainscountyleader.com

Visit us online:
rainscountyleader.com

To help you feel more in 
control of your money, con-
sider a simple budgeting 

plan.
An easy 

s t a r t i n g 
point is the 
5 0 / 3 0 / 2 0 
rule. Allo-
cate about 
50% of your 
income to 
needs such 

as housing and groceries, 
30% to wants — like dining 
out and streaming services 
and 20% to saving or paying 
down debt. It’s a framework 
you can adjust as your life 
changes.

If you’re not sure where 
your money goes, just 
observe for a few months. 
Check your accounts with-
out judgment, noting money 

coming in and going out.
Then, take small steps. 

Even 15 minutes a week 
reviewing your spending can 
make the process feel less 
daunting.

Budgeting apps can help, 
whether you prefer auto-
matic tracking or a more 
hands-on approach.

To stay on track, substi-
tuting or reducing expenses, 
creating more income as 
needed or adding a small 
cushion for unexpected 
expenses can help.

Simple steps can make 
budgeting feel more manage-
able, and you can better 
align your money with what 
really matters.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Simple budgeting tips
that fit real life

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

Tax season is here, but 
you still have time to make 
smart moves that may 

lighten your 
2025 tax 
burden.

C o n -
tributing to 
an IRA is 
one of the 
most popu-
lar strate-
gies. For 

2025, you can contribute up 
to $7,000, or $8,000 if you’re 
50 or older. Traditional IRA 

contributions may be tax-
deductible, while Roth IRAs 
offer tax-free growth.

If you have a high-
deductible health plan, con-
sider a Health Savings 
Account. These provide 
triple tax benefits: first, 
contributions reduce taxable 
income, second, growth is 
tax-free and finally with-
drawals for qualified medical 
expenses aren’t taxed. Limits 
for 2025 are $4,300 for 
individuals and $8,550 for 
families, plus an additional 

$1,000 if you’re 55 or older.
Are you self-employed? A 

retirement plan known as a 
SEP IRA lets you contribute 
up to 25 percent of compen-
sation, capped at $70,000.

Consult a tax professional 
to find the best options for 
your situation – and act 
before April 15.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor in Emory at 903-
473-1592.

Tax-saving moves you can still make for 2025

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

THE PUBLIC FORUM

Dear Editor
We do have a Senior 

Citizen Center in Emory, 
open Monday through Fri-
day, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
at 179 Doris Briggs Parkway. 
[Next to the library.] They 
serve lunch five (5) days a 
week, Monday through Fri-
day except holidays, 11:00 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. It also 
provides a place for socializ-
ing and playing games. Some 
people play dominoes (Mexi-
can Train) and others play 
Scrabble. Chinese checkers, 
Yahtzee, Uno, Trivial Pur-
suit and others are also 
available. They have bingo 
on Monday and Thursday 
mornings, no charge. Vari-
ous prizes are awarded to 
winners.

For those who need trans-
portation, East Texas Coun-
cil of Governments 

(ETCOG) provides a GoBus 
on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Call (903)215-8870 to 
make reservations. You must 
call at least 24 hours ahead 
and may call up to two (2) 
weeks ahead. I recommend 
calling 2 weeks ahead at 6:30 
a.m. If you wait any later it is 
apt to already be booked up. 
That has been my experi-
ence. The GoBus is handi-
cap-equipped, so anyone can 
ride it.

More drivers are needed 
for the GoBus. Anyone who 
is interested in driving a 
GoBus can call the above 
number for more informa-
tion. Training will be pro-
vided.

Virginia Northcutt, 
Senior Citizen

Emory, Tx 75440

Response to Savvy Senior — 
Lonely Seniors

LETTERS POLICY
The Rains County Leader welcomes letters to the editor 

on subjects of interest to its readers. Letters should be no 
longer than 350 to 400 words. Longer contributions may 
result in your letter being edited or not published. All letters 
must bear the original signature and a printed name, address 
and phone number for verification purposes. E-mailed letters 
must contain a phone number for verification purposes. 
Phone numbers will not be printed unless requested. 
Unverified letters will not be printed. Contributions are 
limited to one letter per household per month with at least 
two weeks between each letter. No fictitious letters will be 
printed. We will not knowingly publish letters that, in our 
opinion, libel, slander or threaten. We reserve the right to 
refuse to publish any letter. Letters to the editor are the 
views and opinions of the writer and do not reflect the 
editorial position of the editor or staff of the Rains County 
Leader.

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
number can only be used once in each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www.sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help
about how to play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

3 2 7
6 2

4 8 1
6 9 5 8

2 1 6 3 5
5 3 9 6
9 4 8

2 1
7 2 1

Commissioners reviewed 
an updated policy for having 
events on the Rains County 
Courthouse square. They 
noted some adjustments 
included setting events to 

only Saturday and Sunday, 
removing a ban on vendors, 
setting a 12 hour limit on 
events, and increasing the 
deposit to $1,000 with the 
right to reduce the amount 

of deposit returned due to 
damages, problems or secu-
rity.

COURT
Continued from page 1

As of press time, the Point 
water system remains under 
water restrictions and a boil 
water notice.

To sign up for alerts from 
the City of Point, go to the 
website, www.cityofpoint.org, 
and subscribe for alerts via 

email and text.
If you have any questions, 

contact the Point City Hall 
at 903-598-3296.

POINT
Continued from page 1

and political books and 
sometimes read fiction about 
wars and economics that 
caused a war or sanctions,” 
said Shaw.

He grew up in Caddo 
Mills but graduated from 
high school in Sherman. His 
medical training took place 
at Grayson College in Deni-

son where he earned an 
associate degree to become a 
paramedic and he also 
worked there on emergency 
management.

SPOTLIGHT
Continued from page 1

sponded to 25 calls during 
the month of March. The 
department categorized the 
calls as 16 emergency medi-
cal services calls, four fires, 
three public assists and two 
calls with no units available.

The next regular meeting 
of the Rains County ESD 
board is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 19, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Emory VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS
TO FIND THAT UNIQUE HOLIDAY GIFT

LIMITED VENDOR SPACE AVAILABLE

ALL NOVEMBER LONG

BLUE HERON
EMPORIUM
A CONSIGNMENT STORE
2007 Hwy. 276 • East Tawakoni, TX

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

HOURS
WED & THU
1PM-7PM
FRI & SAT

10AM-5PM
SUN

1PM-5PM

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

SAVVY SENIORS

Where to Get Help with 
Medicare Decisions

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ll be 65 in a few months 

and could sure use some help 
sorting through all the confus-
ing Medicare options that are 
available to me. Where can I 
get help with my Medicare 
decisions?

– Baffled Bob

Dear Bob,
W i t h 

a r o u n d 
11,400 Baby 
B o o m e r s 
turning 65 
every day in 
2026, you’re 
asking a very 

timely question.
Many people approaching 

Medicare are confused by all 
the choices available today. 
In addition to original Medi-
care (Part A and B) that has 
been around for more than 
60 years, you also have the 
option of enrolling in a Part 
D prescription drug plan, 
and a supplemental (Medi-
gap) policy – both of which 
are sold by private insurance 
companies.

Another option is a 
Medicare Advantage plan. 
These plans, also offered by 
private insurers, bundle hos-
pital coverage, medical care, 
prescription drugs, and often 
extra benefits like vision, 
dental, and hearing into one 
policy. Most operate as 
HMOs or PPOs and require 
you to receive care within a 
defined network of providers 
in your area.

Medicare Advantage 
plans have also faced 
increased scrutiny in recent 
years over prior-
authorization requirements 
that can delay or deny 
certain services.

To help you determine 
which path makes the most 
sense for your situation, 
there are several reliable 
resources available, depend-
ing on how much assistance 
you need.

Tools and Resources
A good starting point is 

the “Medicare & You” hand-
book, which provides a clear 
overview of the program and 
your options. You can down-
load a copy at medicare.gov/
medicare-and-you, and you 
should receive a printed 
version in the mail about a 
month before your 65th 
birthday.

The Medicare website 
also features a helpful “Find 
a Medicare Plan” tool at 
medicare.gov/plan-compare
that allows you to compare 

health plans, prescription 
drug coverage, and supple-
mental policies available in 
your area. If you prefer to 
speak with someone directly, 
call Medicare at 800-633-
4227, and a representative 
can walk you through your 
options over the phone.

Another excellent free 
resource is your State Health 
Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (SHIP), which provides 
unbiased Medicare counsel-
ing either in person or by 
phone. To locate your local 
SHIP office, visit shiphelp.org
or call 877-839-2675.

You can also contact the 
Medicare Rights Center 
(medicarerights.org) at 800-
333-4114 for help with 
specific questions.

In addition, HealthMetrix 
Research publishes a free 
Cost Share Report at medi-
carenewswatch.com that com-
pares Medicare Advantage 
plans by area based on 
cost-sharing and health sta-
tus.

Get Help
If you’d like more hands-

on help, you can work with a 
Medicare insurance agent.

Keep in mind that agents 
are paid commissions by 
insurance companies, so it’s 
important to choose an inde-
pendent agent who repre-
sents multiple insurers – not 
just one. That gives you 
access to a broader range of 
options.

Also understand that 
commissions are typically 
higher for Medicare Advan-
tage plans than for Medigap 
and Part D policies used with 
Original Medicare. As a 
result, some agents may have 
a financial incentive to 
recommend Advantage cov-
erage. That doesn’t mean the 
advice is wrong, but it’s wise 
to ask questions and under-
stand all your choices before 
enrolling.

You can search for 
licensed agents through 
nabip.org, the website of the 
National Association of 
Benefits and Insurance Pro-
fessionals.

Taking the time now to 
compare your options care-
fully can help you avoid 
costly mistakes and give you 
confidence in the coverage 
you choose.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday in 
the building behind the pub-
lic library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-Wed. 
are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
closed noon-1:00 p.m. Hours 
for Thursday are 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Thrift sales will be 
open every Saturday in 
August from 8:00 a.m.-noon. 
Funds go to buy food for the 
needy and to operate the 
center.

Election workers 
needed

The Rains County Elec-
tions office is critically short 
of both Democrat and 
Republican election workers. 
Dedicated workers who are 
American citizens are 
needed. Call the elections 

office if you are interested in 
joining the Election Workers 
Team in Rains County, at 
903-473-5009.

American Legion 
Breakfast Sat.,
Sept. 12

Rabb Brothers Memorial 
American Legion Post #156 
will hold a breakfast buffet 
on Saturday, September 12, 
from 7:00-10:00 a.m. at the 
Post home at 215 N. Duffy 
St. in Emory. Takeouts are 
offered. Payment is by dona-
tion, which goes towards the 
upkeep of the home and for 
veterans’ projects.

Rains 42 
Everyone is welcome to 

play 42 and moon dominos 
Thursdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m. in 
the Meadows Room at the 
Rains County Library. New 
and experienced players are 

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday–Thursday in 
the building behind the public 
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory. 
Hours for Mon.–Wed. are 
8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., closed 
noon–1:00 p.m. Hours for 
Thursday are 8:00 a.m.–
noon. Thrift sales will be open 
every Saturday in October 
from 8:00 a.m.–noon. Funds 
go to buy food for the needy 
and to operate the center.

Angel Tree 
Applications
open now

The 2026 Angel Tree 
applications are open and are 
only available online. Flyers 
with the link to apply 
available at each RISD cam-
pus and on the Rains County 
Angel Tree Facebook page.
Children must live in Rains 
County and be under the age 
of 18 or enrolled in RISD. 
Proof of residency is 
required. One application 
per child. Applications must 
be received by 11:59 p.m. on 
November 6. Application 
help will be available at the 
Rains County Library on 
Saturday, October 31, from 
10:00 a.m. to noon. For more 
information, call or text 
903-662-8621 or email rain
scountyangeltree@gmail.com.

Toys For Tots 
Donation Boxes 
Available

Northeast Texas Toys For 
Tots now has 2026 donation 
boxes available. If your 
business or organization 
would like to host an official 
Toys For Tots donation box, 
apply today at HuntCountytx.
ToysForTots.org.

Spooktacular
Oct. 30

The City of Emory’s 
annual Spooktacular event 
will be held on Friday, Oct. 
30, at 5:30 p.m. in Sandy 
Creek Park. This is a free 
event with popcorn, candy, 
hayrides, and costume con-
tests. Free 10x10 booth 
spaces are available for local 
businesses and organizations 
to set up to pass out candy or 
trinkets and participate in a 
decorating contest.

4th Annual Westyn’s 
Run 5K Oct. 31

The 4th Annual Westyn’s 
Run 5K – this year in 
Halloween Style, put on by 
the Westyn Mandrell Foun-
dation, will be held on the 
square in Emory this Satur-
day, October 31, starting at 
8:00 a.m. The event will 
feature vendor booths, food, 
costume contests and family 
fun. Check-in and vendor 
setup begin at 7:00 a.m. 
There will be a 5K run, a 
one-mile Fun Run, and new 
this year will be a Little Steps 
quarter-mile race for the wee 
little ones, with fun areas set 
up along their path.

Veterans Day 
Program
Nov. 11

Rains ISD and Lake 
Country Neighbors will host 
the annual Veterans Day 
Program, Wednesday, Nov. 
11, at Rains High School to 
honor all who served in a 

branch of the  military. 
Registration will begin at 
8:15 a.m. and the program 
begins at 9:00 a.m. A brunch 
for the Veterans will be 
served immediately following 
the program. RSVP by Nov. 
1 to lcnveterans@yahoo.com. 
For questions, contact Pam 
Gilliard at 903-473-2222, 
ext. 4112.

LCN Fall into 
Fashion, Nov. 17

The Lake Country Neigh-
bors will host a Fall into 
Fashion event Nov. 17, 
11:30 a.m., at The Wild-
flower. The event will 
include a live fashion show, 
exclusive shopping with 
local boutiques and jewelry 
artisans, and lunch by Fusion 
in the Woods. Tickets are 
$30 each. Tables for eight 
are $250. Contact Denita 
Young to purchase tickets at 
lakecountryneighbors@gmail.
com. The deadline to pur-
chase is Monday, Oct. 26.

Thanksgiving 
Luncheon
Nov. 17

The Women’s Service 
Club will serve a Thanksgiv-
ing Luncheon at the Emory 
Senior Center on Tuesday, 
November 17, at 11:00 a.m. 
A total of 75 meals will be 
served, with the seniors 
receiving first priority. Any 
remaining meals will be 
served to community mem-
bers on a first-come, first-
served basis. There is no 
charge for the meal. Dona-
tions will be gratefully 
accepted.

Blood Drive in
Yantis Nov. 23

The Carter BloodCare 
Bus will be set up at City 
National Bank in Yantis on 
Monday, November 23, from 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. To sign 
up, visit https//www.
grea tpar tner s . o rg /donor /
schedules/drive_schedule/
177150.

RYSA Stew
Cook-off Dec. 5

The Rains Youth Sports 
Association will host their 
First Annual Stew Cook-off 
competition on Saturday, 
December 5, at the RYSA 
park in Emory. Categories 
include beef entry, chicken 
entry, cornbread and cob-
bler. Entry deadline is Mon-
day, November 30. Forms 
may be submitted at Side-
kicks Bar & Grill, Your 
Favorite Place Sports Bar, or 
Country Flowers & Gifts. 
Gates will open to the public 
at 11:00 a.m. Tickets may be 
purchased for $10 each, 
which will get you a bowl 
and utensils and allows all 
you can eat.

Tai Chi Class 
Wednesdays in
Nov & Dec.

The AgriLife Extension is 
offering a Tai Chi for Arthri-
tis and Fall Prevention class 
to Rains County residents. 
The 1-hour class will be held 
every Wednesday at 10:00 
a.m. in November and 
December at the Rains 
County Fairgrounds Pavilion 
(they will move inside when 
the weather turns too cold). 
If you are interested in 
joining, please call 903-473-
4580 or email sarah.
latham@ag.tamu.edu to 
reserve your spot.

Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday in 
the building behind the public 
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory. 
Hours for Mon.-Wed. are 8:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., closed noon-
1:00 p.m. Hours for Thursday 
are 8:00 a.m.-noon. Thrift 
sales will be open every Satur-
day in August from 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Funds go to buy 
food for the needy and to 
operate the center.
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medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

cept a new job. The couple 
also has twins in seventh 
grade – a boy and a girl. All 
three of his children have 
been active in sports, and he 
coaches girl’s basketball in 
the summer. His oldest 
daughter attended Abilee 
Christian University on a 
softball scholarship.

Hoffman says his hobby is 
kid’s sports, but he also has 
about 32 beef cattle, a 
mixture of commercial and 
registered. He and his family 
try to take a vacation every 
summer and have been to 
Mexico several times. This 
year they plan to visit Yel-
lowstone Park.

SPOTLIGHT
Continued from page 1
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Today, AI (Artificial 
Intelligence) systems can do 
incredible things, but impor-
tant results should be inde-
pendently verified because 

AI systems 
can and do 
h a l l u c i -
nate—that 
means they 
may get facts 
wrong or just 
make them 
up out of 
thin air. 
That could 
e n d a n g e r 

lives in some cases if not 
independently validated.

We are promised that AI, 
combined with our smart-
phone, can soon be our AI 
agent, which is an entity that 
can take care of countless 
little tasks that we must do 
these days on our own. The 
AI agent will act on your 
behalf.

When it comes to impor-
tant items such as air travel, 
purchasing items online, 
executing stock trades, and 
many other money-involved 
tasks, there is always the 
chance that an AI agent 
could make mistakes—
expensive mistakes.

Using your credit card 
information, an AI agent 
could do things in your name 
(I call that your AI Wallet) 
that could be expensive and 
not what you had in mind. 
Key to the problem is that 
the legal system in the US 
has not caught up with the 
capability of AI spending 
your money—especially 
when something goes wrong. 
Who is responsible for the 
mess, and who will pay to get 
it resolved? I suspect it won’t 
be the AI systems.

Credit card usage has over 
50 years of experience by 
millions, and responsibilities 
and protections are defined 
in the user agreements, the 
legal system, and case law. 
But as far as I know, those 
one-meter-long fine-print 
end-user agreements you 
must sign to get and use the 
card don’t deal with AI 
agents who may do unde-
sired things with the credit 
card you shared with them.

For example, you instruct 
your AI agent to use your 
credit card to buy two 
widgets online to be shipped 
to you. Instead of two, it buys 
10. So now you have five 
times as many on their way 
to you at a lot more cost than 
you budgeted for the pur-
chase. If the seller does not 
want to fix the error for free 
or take back the excess or 
wrong items, it can be a real 
dilemma. You are the unfor-
tunate entity caught right in 
the unhappy middle of that.

In another example, you 
tell your AI agent to make 
and pay for a round-trip 
flight from Dallas to New 
York City, including hotel. 
Sounds simple. Being on a 
tight budget, you instruct it 
to keep everything as cheap 
as possible. It comes back 
later that day with an airline 
ticket for you to NYC that is 
cheap. That sounds good, 
but unfortunately, you find 
that it’s via Toronto, 
Canada! But because it is 
very cheap, you can’t claim it 
didn’t follow your instruc-
tions.

Oh, and the “budget 
hotel” in NYC turns out to 
be in a very high-crime area 
where even the police usu-
ally don’t travel. But at least 

it is quite cheap, as you 
requested. What a mess!

The AI agent technically 
did what you instructed—
but neither choice is accept-
able to you, and now you 
must try and back everything 
out yourself and hope that is 
possible. At about this time, 
you are lamenting, “If only I 
had done this myself, none of 
this hassle or grief would 
have resulted!”

These are just a few 
examples of where AI can go 
wrong in terrible ways when 
you give it access to your 
credit cards or checkbook. 
Don’t even think about what 
could go wrong if you used 
an AI agent to execute stock 
trades in your portfolio, and 
it went off track. Imagine 
trying to explain that your 
AI agent bought 1000 shares 
of MSFT (Microsoft stock) 
at $510 per share when you 
planned for it to buy 10 
shares. Instead of settling a 
$5100 bill, you now have 
$510,000 due and don’t have 
the funds to cover that! And 
all the AI agent has to say is, 
“Oops, my bad!”

I am sure that eventually 
the legal system and legisla-
tion will address responsibili-
ties and protections when we 
trust our finances to an AI 
agent and something goes 
wrong. Then I may revisit 
the whole process. But until 
then, no thanks. I love AI 
agents as researchers and 
advisers. But I do not trust 
them with my checkbook or 
credit cards yet—at least 
until the rules of AI agents 
and our finances are estab-
lished and settled.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
AI Wallet Risks

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional
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Baiting and Blasting

On Sept. 13, an Atascosa 
County Game Warden was 
monitoring a property where 
illegal hunting activity was 
suspected. After hearing sev-
eral shotgun blasts, the war-
den entered the property and 
discovered two men hunting 
dove over bait. It was during 
a special white-wing only 
season and only two mourn-
ing doves were allowed per 
hunter. The hunters were 
intentionally over their limit 
of mourning dove and were 
still actively hunting when 
the warden arrived.

While investigating the 
incident, the warden looked 
through feed sacks in the bed 
of a truck. He was surprised 
to discover two cleaned out, 
untagged jake Rio Grande 
turkeys in an empty feed 
sack. One hunter admitted to 
shooting them earlier in the 
day and had asked the second 

hunter to dispose of the 
carcasses, which he had not 
yet done.

The hunters were issued 
citations for killing turkeys 
out of season, exceeding the 
daily bag limit of mourning 
doves, placing bait to attract 
and hunting over bait. The 
illegally taken game was 
seized and donated. Cases 
and civil restitution are 
pending.

Hook, Line, and Felony

On Aug. 2, Amarillo 
District Game Wardens were 
patrolling Southeast Park 
Lake in Randall County 
when they observed a man 
fishing from a dock. As they 
approached, the man and his 
female companion quickly 
attempted to leave the area.

When questioned, the 
man admitted he didn’t have 
a fishing license. While run-
ning his information through 
dispatch, wardens learned 

the man had a felony parole 
violation warrant. They 
arrested him without inci-
dent and transported him to 
the Randall County Jail.

After the man was booked 
into jail, wardens returned to 
their patrol truck and 
checked the passenger seat 
where the man had been 
sitting. One of the wardens 
discovered three plastic bag-
gies that had been stuffed 
into the lower portion of the 
seat, containing approxi-
mately 20 grams of a crystal 
substance that appeared to be 
methamphetamine. Upon 
questioning the man, he 
admitted to having previously 
used methamphetamine but 
claimed his girlfriend had 
placed them in his possession.

The man was charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance and tampering 
with physical evidence in 
addition to the parole viola-
tion.

GAME WARDEN FIELD NOTES

Time to Change Your Clocks

Get ready to “fall back!”

Daylight Savings Time, which began on March 8 this year,
will end at 2 a.m. on November 1.

Don’t forget to set all your clocks back one hour, especially
the alarm that wakes you for work or school!
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1 TXism: “blaze the
trail”

5 TXism: “got as
much to do as a
hibernating bear”

6 filmed in Texas:
“____ Zapata!”
(1952)

7 donut order:
“make __ __
even dozen”

8 TXism: “couldn’t
find hide ___ hair
of him”

9 a Cherokee chief
_______ Sam
Houston

16 Port Arthur is
reviving its “Mardi
____” gala

18 outward
appearances

21 elected county
prosecutor (abbr.)

22 country singer,
TX Thompson

23 famous Texas
square dance
caller, Golden

24 its distilled from
the agave plant

30 Dr Pepper started
at Waco’s “___
_____ Drug Store”

34 “that is” abbr.
35 TXism: “fits like

hide on _ _____”
36 ____ Park, TX
37 Dallas newspaper:

“El ___ __ Texas”
39 popular Texas

fruits
43 “take _ ____

breath”
44 accidentally leave

the tracks
45 __ Paso, TX
46 TX actor, Busey

1 TXism: “______
high off the hog”
(rich)

2 VIP at the Polk
County Enterprise

3 in Johnson County
on U.S. 67

4 Texas sausage
maker, singer,
and actor, Jimmy

9 it could be class-
ified in newspapers

10 TXism: “the
meanest bull can
be ________”

11 this Sharif starred
in 1969 film
“Mackenna’s Gold”
with UT grad Eli
Wallach

12 TX Robin Wright’s
ex-hubby, Sean

47 in Fannin County
on U.S. 69

49 two-steppers
52 Texas Tarzan, Ron
53 TXism: “let ‘__ rip!”
54 TX Freddie Fender’s

“Before the Next
____drop Falls”

55 TXism: “______ __
summer squash”

58 detaches from mom

13 TXism: “it _____
_ big loop to rope
him” (large man)

14 Ranger broad-
caster, Nadel (init.)

15 this Holliday
worked as a
dentist in Dallas

17 Lake La ___ __
___ (“The King’s
Salt”)

19 Texas Tech
mascot: “The
Red _______”

20 drowsy
24 LBJ line: “__

fella Murkins”
25 past UH BB star,

Elvin (init.)
26 TXism: “useless

as a saddle on
a ___”

27 Nacogdoches: “The
______ of Texas”

28 TXism: “got a mind
like _ _____ trap”

29 Cowboy “Dooms-
day Defense” LB
___ ___ Jordan

31 ___ Rio, TX
32 TXism: “big biscuit

in the pan” (abbr.)
33 Dallas mayor in the

1940s, Woodall
38 Shakespearean

tragedy “King ____”

40 TXism: “burned
some boot leather”

41 1984 film starring
late Texas rancher,
Chuck Norris (abbr.)

42 person from
Lubbock County
town on U.S. 84

48 Col. William B.
Travis ____ a line
in the dirt at Alamo

50 Andrews County
____ (newspaper)

51 Chester, TX was
named for this
president (init.)

56 tilts, as in the Pisa
tower

57 divisions of a
highway marked
by painted lines
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CITY GIRL
The Economics of Unrealistic Expectations

By Linda Brendle
When David and I first 

married, we attended a 
“Nearly and Newlyweds” 
class at our church. One of 
the first lessons was about 

what is the 
most com-
mon cause 
of trouble in 
a marriage – 
unreal i s t ic 
e x p e c t a -
tions. It 
makes sense 
if you stop 
and think 
about it. We 

grow up on a steady diet of 
happily-ever-after books, TV 
shows, and movies and then 
are disappointed when our 
prince is less than charming 
and our princess is not so 
beautiful when she wakes up 
in the morning. 

We hear a lot of this same 
disappointment from young 
people who are coming of 
age now when they talk 
about their prospects in life. 
They frequently complain 
that they feel like they will 
never get a good job and will 
never be able to afford a 
house, and the often unspo-
ken phrase is “like my 
parents have.” The thought 
that comes through, in atti-
tude if not in words, is “I 
know what I want, and I 
want it NOW!” Those of us 
who have “been there and 
done that” have displayed 
the results of our labors while 
failing to teach the process 
required to get where we are 
today. The consequence of 
our failure is younger genera-
tions with unrealistic expec-
tations of what real life is 
like.

Becoming an adult 
doesn’t mean that a person 
immediately steps from the 
comfortable life they experi-
enced with their parents into 
an equally comfortable life of 
their own. It means that they 
now have the opportunity to 
use the life skills and educa-
tion provided to them by 
their parents to begin – at 
the beginning – to build a life 
of their own. And that 
building process can be quite 
a shock if they’re not pre-
pared to face the real facts of 
life.

One area of disillusion-
ment is in the working world. 
They have been told that a 
degree will ensure a good job 
which, tinged by their unre-
alistic expectations, they 
think means six figures or 
more, a corner office, and a 

golden parachute. I know it 
was half a century ago, and I 
only had one year of college 
on my resume, but my first 
job was as a page in the Filing 
Section of the Commercial 
Credit Department of the 
First National Bank in Dal-
las. I filed documents, made 
copies, and delivered interof-
fice memos between my 
department and the others in 
the nine-floor bank – and I 
made $220 a month.

Other disappointing areas 
are housing, entertainment 
and transportation. Many 
young people want to move 
from their parents’ home 
into something comparable, 
but they experience substan-
tial sticker shock when they 
go shopping for their first 
house. I married young, and 
our first home was a one-
bedroom furnished apart-
ment in a reasonably 
respectable area of Dallas – if 
you didn’t look too closely. 
The apartment was very 
basic, the TV was a tiny 
black and white portable 
with “rabbit-ears”, and 
rotary-dial land-line phone 
that sat on the bar between 
the kitchen and the living 
room. Our first car was a 
VW bug with stick shift and 
no air-conditioning – and I 
rode the bus to work. We 
eventually bought a small 
townhome, became a two-
car, one-child, two-cat fam-
ily. We lived well but not 
extravagantly, shopping 
sales, using coupons, and 
taking advantage of matinee 
movies. What we didn’t do 
was have $5 coffees several 
times a week, wear designer 
jeans, or frequent pricey 
restaurants.

There’s nothing wrong 
with young people knowing 
what they want. The prob-
lem comes when they have 
unrealistic expectations of 
the when and the how of 
their dreams. They can have 
that nice home, those nice 
cars, the exciting trips – as 
long as they’re willing to 
work hard, start small, set 
priorities, save up, and wait. 

I bring all this up because 
of all the talk shows and 
YouTube videos that are so 
prevalent on the airways 
during the elections. I am 
amazed at the young people 
who have totally unrealistic 
expectations of what life 
should be like. Last night 
one young lady said that 
government should provide 
free food, free housing, free 
education, and free health 

care to name a few. And, by 
the way, she never said 
anything about having a job.

When asked where the 
government with a national 
debt $40.54 trillion that 
increases at an average pace 
of $22 billion each day would 
get that money, her answer 
was “tax the rich.” Elon 
Musk is the world’s first and 
only trillionaire, and the 
population of the United 
States is approximately 342.9 
million. Based on his current 
net worth and the current 
population, he could give 
every person approximately 
$2,812. That’s $7.69 a day, 
and he could only do it once 
because he would be bank-
rupt. His companies directly 
employ approximately 
160,000 people globally, with 
an estimated 500,000 to 
nearly 800,000 indirect jobs 
supported through supply 
chains, subcontractors, and 
related industries. That’s 
almost a million people who 
would be out of a job.

But there are other rich 
people you say? Yes. There 
are around 989 billionaires in 
the U.S. Altogether, they 
could give each person in 
America $47,000. That 
sounds pretty good until you 
figure it’s about $3,900 a 
month. That doesn’t go very 
far when you have a mort-
gage, a car loan, college 
loans, cell phones, comput-
ers, TVs, children, and all 
the other expenses of mod-
ern life. And it could only 
happen once – and then it 
would be gone.

This column will be 
published just before early 
voting ends, before the 
mid-term election on 
November 3. It may be too 
late to have much effect this 
year, but if it makes one 
person stop and think seri-
ously about some of the 
unrealistic expectations 
offered by some candidates, 
it will have accomplished its 
purpose. And for those who 
have already voted, maybe 
these thoughts have “put a 
pebble in your shoe” that will 
make you be a little more 
skeptical in a couple of years 
when all those campaign ads 
begin to flood the airways 
again.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly 
column for Believers’ Baptist Church. 
She is a published author and also 
writes about caregiving, faith, and 
family on her blog at http://www.
LifeAfterCaregiving.WordPress.com.
You can e-mail her at 
LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader

correspondent

by Bartee Haile
Before he boarded the PT 

boat on Mar. 10, 1942 that 
would carry him to Aus-
tralia, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur told the highest 

r a n k i n g 
Texas Aggie 
on Corregi-
dor to “keep 
the flag fly-
ing.”

C o l . 
George F. 
Moore was 
still a larger-
than-life fig-

ure, when he returned to 
College Station nearly three 
decades after receiving his 
diploma and commission in 
1908. The two-season letter-
man in football earned the 
nickname “Old Maud” with 
a mule-like kick said to have 
sent a pigskin spiraling over 
the spires atop a three-story 
structure.

While congress was 
kick-starting conscription 
and National Guard units 
were being activated in the 
fall of 1940, Moore got his 
orders for a third tour of the 
Philippines. From the Corps 
of Cadets, the A&M com-
mandant handpicked 25 
graduating Aggies to accom-
pany him.

Moore arrived at Corregi-
dor in January 1941 with the 
new rank of brigadier gen-
eral, making him “the first 
graduate of Texas A&M to 
reach flag officer rank in the 
Regular Army” according to 
Henry C. Dethloff in Texas 
Aggies Go to War. As the 
man responsible for turning 
1,735 acres in the middle of 
Manila Bay into an impreg-
nable fortress, he had his 
work cut out for him.

Three weeks after the 
unforgettable “day of 
infamy” at Pearl Harbor, the 
Japanese launched their 
attack on the Bataan Penin-
sula and Corregidor. The 
same military planners, who 
regarded “The Rock” as the 
epicenter of the U.S. pres-
ence in the Pacific, knew all 
too well that help would be a 
long time coming for any-
body stuck on Corregidor.

Promoted to major gen-
eral with expanded authority 
to strengthen “The Rock,” 

Moore welcomed 
MacArthur to Corregidor on 
Christmas Eve. The com-
mander of all U.S. forces in 
the Philippines, his family 
and staff joined 11,000 
Americans and Filipinos in a 
bomb-proof burrow.

Over 30 years, the Mal-
inta tunnel complex had 
been dug out of solid rock. 
More than a quarter mile 
long and 35 feet wide with a 
20-foot ceiling and two 
dozen offshoots, the cata-
comb contained a 300-bed 
hospital, ammunition and 
supply depots, sleeping quar-
ters and a motor pool.

With their conquest of 
the Pacific almost complete, 
the Japanese turned their 
attention to Bataan and 
Corregidor in February 1942. 
Days of incessant bombing 
made electricity and drink-
ing water increasingly pre-
cious commodities.

On Feb. 21, the day after 
the president of the Philip-
pines went into wartime 
exile, FDR told Gen. 
MacArthur the time had 
come for him to get out too. 
He put off obeying the 
presidential order for two 
weeks until at last leaving in 
the dead of night.

Maj. Gen. Jonathan M. 
Wainwright took 
MacArthur’s place and 
moved his headquarters from 
Bataan to Corregidor. The 
siege dragged on for another 
month exhausting the 
shrinking stockpiles of food, 
munitions and medicine as 
well as the troops, who took 
sick in mounting numbers 
due to their weakened con-
dition.

The U.S. field comman-
der on the peninsula finally 
faced the futility of further 
fighting and offered his 
unconditional surrender on 
Apr. 9. Enough American 
soldiers fled to the fly-speck 
island to double the popula-
tion of “The Rock,” but the 
rest joined thousands of 
other prisoners on the infa-
mous Bataan Death March, 
one of the worst atrocities of 
the Second World War.

As Apr. 21 (San Jacinto 
Day and the date of the 
annual Aggie “muster”) 
approached, Major Tom 

Dooley (class of 1935) had 
an idea. A&M alumni on 
Corregidor could collectively 
celebrate Texas indepen-
dence and reminisce about 
their beloved alma mater, as 
they did every year, and a 
wire-service reporter would 
include their names in an 
article written just for the 
occasion.

That way the folks back 
home at least would know 
they were still alive.

Dooley, MacArthur’s 
aide-de-camp and a former 
yell leader at A&M, could 
not have imagined the posi-
tive impact of his plan on 
stateside morale, which was 
in bad need of a boost. In a 
glowing profile of Gen. 
Moore, the Dallas Morning 
News proudly predicted, 
“The Japs will play hell 
rooting old Maud out of 
Corregidor.”

But it was only a matter of 
time until the enemy did 
precisely that. The Japanese 
subjected The Rock to an 
unprecedented pounding on 
May 5 with one 500-pound 
artillery shell striking the 
crater-covered island every 
five seconds for five hellish 
hours.

The Japanese troops that 
landed on Corregidor at 
midnight were met by deter-
mined defenders personally 
led by the Aggie general, 
George Moore. The Ameri-
cans and their brave Filipino 
allies fought like demons in 
ferocious combat that was 
often hand-to-hand, but 
sheer numbers slowly drove 
them back to the tunnel 
entrance.

Eight hundred American 
soldiers gave their lives that 
last bloody morning on Cor-
regidor before Wainwright 
and Moore decided more 
sacrifice would serve no 
purpose. After all weapons 
larger than handguns and 
classified documents were 
destroyed, they formally 
capitulated and submitted to 
a nightmarish captivity that 
lasted the rest of the war.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.
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Know of any interesting Rains 

County tales? Interesting 

people or events? How about 

anyone over 100?

Call the Leader at 903-473-2653

Know of any interesting Rains County tales? 
Interesting people or events? How about anyone 

over 100?

Call the Leader at 903-473-2653

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
released the following infor-
mation for Lake Fork and 
Lake Tawakoni taken on 
January 14:

Fork: Good. Normal 
stain; 55 degrees; 3.03 feet 
below pool. The morning 
bass bite is slow but improves 
midday and evening. Chat-
terbaits, lipless crankbaits, 
squarebill crankbaits are fair 
in 3-5 feet along break line 
and outside edges of docks. 
Texas rigs and jigs are fair on 
docks with cover 3-5 feet. 
Report by Marc Mitchell, 
Mitchell’s Guide Service.

Lake Fork crappie fishing 
is nothing short of on fire 
right now. This is the best 
time to catch limits of fish 
consistently with the occa-
sional big fish. Fish are in 

14-60 feet of water related to 
timber, brush, tires, bridges, 
ledges and points. These fish 
are very hungry and feeding 
on shad. Any crappie bait 
you want to try should work 
right now. Small hand tied 
jigs and minnows are work-
ing extremely well and soft 
plastic baits of all kinds 
should also work. Use small 
baits most days, but many 
fish we clean have shad in 
the 3-4 inch range. Report by 
Jacky Wiggins, Jacky Wig-
gins Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 53 degrees; 
1.87 feet below pool. The 
unseasonably warm tempera-
tures are confusing the fish 
on Lake Tawakoni. The 
main lake temperature is 57 
degrees, reaching 60 degrees 
in some areas. The hybrid 

and white bass bite is some-
what tough. Some days three 
boat limits are possible then 
the next day catches are few. 
This should improve as water 
declines to the low 50s. The 
eating sized blue catfish bite 
is still good in 35-45 feet 
with punch bait. Trophy 
catfish are good in 3-20 feet 
with cut shad. We are 
consistently seeing fish in the 
30-50 pound range. Crappie 
are good on the 2 mile bridge 
in 15-25 feet of water with 
minnows or jigs. Largemouth 
bass are tough. If the weather 
stays warm a few more weeks 
the fishing for the large-
mouth will improve. Report 
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORT

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
Rains County Fair

The 96th Annual Rains 
County Fair is just around 
the corner! The fair begins 
on Tuesday, September 15, 
and runs through Saturday, 
September 19. If you are 

planning to 
attend or get 
i n v o l v e d 
with the fair, 
here are a 
few places to 
start! Addi-
tional details 
are available 
by visiting 
our new 
w e b s i t e , 

https://rainscountyfair.com/.

Chili Cook-Off

Looking for something 
with a little spice? The 
Annual Rains County Fair 
Chili Cook-Off will be held 
on Saturday, September 12. 
Entries are due Friday, 
September 11. Cash prizes 
will be awarded to first, 
second, and third place 
winners.

Creative Arts

The Rains County Fair 
Creative Arts contests are 
open to residents, young and 
old, from Rains and sur-
rounding counties. If you 
have not entered before, give 
it a try; we love new 
exhibitors! Rains County 
Fair Creative Arts Divisions 
include Antiques, Canned 
Foods, Collections, Fine 
Arts, Handcrafts, Horticul-
ture, Needlework, Photogra-
phy, and Quilting. Special 
age groups, senior and youth 
age categories, are judged in 
special age divisions.

Make sure you mark your 
calendars; you do not want 
to miss out! Entries will be 
accepted on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8, and Wednesday, 
September 9, between 3:30 
and 6:30 p.m. at the Creative 
Arts Building at the fair-
grounds (with Horticulture 
entries only accepted on 
Wednesday). Creative Arts 
Judging is closed to the 
public. Entries will be on 
display in the Creative Arts 
Exhibit building and will be 
open to the public starting 
with the fair on Tuesday, 
September 15, at 6:00 p.m. 
All grand and reserve Cre-
ative Arts entries win a cash 
prize!

Baked Goods

If baking is more in line 
with your areas of interest, 
you do not want to miss 
entering the Youth or Adult 
Baked Goods contest. 
Entries for the Youth Baked 
Goods contest will be 
accepted on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, in the Creative 
Arts building between 6:00-
6:30 p.m. and judging will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. Entries for 
the Adult Baked Goods 
contest will be accepted on 
Saturday, September 19, in 
the Creative Arts building 
between 6:00-6:30 p.m. and 
judging will begin at 7:00 
p.m.

Miss Rains County 
Pageants

The 2026 Jr. Miss and 
Miss Rains County pageants 
will be held on Wednesday, 
September 16th at 8:00 p.m. 
Tiny, Wee, Petite, and Little 
Miss Rains County pageants 
will be held on Thursday, 
September 17, at 6:00 p.m. If 
you have not attended one of 
our pageants in the past, you 
should, you will not be 
disappointed! We have a 
wonderful group of young 
ladies ready to wow you! 
Follow Rains County Fair 
Pageants on Facebook for 
up-to-date information.

Mutton Bustin’

For youth ages 4-7 years of 
age, the annual Mutton 
Bustin’ contest will be held 
Friday, September 18, at 
7:00 p.m. If you are too old 
to participate, you can still 
enjoy the fun, make your way 
to the fair on Friday evening 
and check out this fan-
favorite! Arrive early if you 
would like to get a seat in the 
stands.

Parade

Get your parade floats 
ready! We welcome entries 
from organizations, individu-
als, businesses, or anyone 
else wanting to join the fun. 
The Rains County Fair 
Parade will be held on 
Saturday, September 19, in 
downtown Emory. The 
parade line-up will begin at 
10:00 a.m. at the Emory City 
Centre and the parade will 
begin at 10:30 a.m.

Youth Floral Design

The Rains County Fair 
Youth Floral Design Contest 
will be held on Saturday, 
September 19. The Grand 
and Reserve winning entries 
will be sold in the live 
auction and all other entries 
will be available for purchase 
via silent auction.

Livestock

Youth livestock shows are 
a county fair staple. Rains 
County youth may show 
animals in the following 
categories: Breeding Beef 
Heifers, Market Steers, 
Market Goats, Market 
Lambs, or Market Pigs. 
Come out and support our 
local youth as they show off 
their dedication and hard 
work. The steer, lamb, goat, 
and breeding beef shows will 
be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, beginning at 9:00 
a.m. The pig show will be 
held on Friday, September 
13, at 8:00 a.m. Market 
animals will be auctioned off 
during the Junior Livestock 
Sale on Saturday, September 
19, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

If you are interested in 
becoming a livestock buyer, 
please call 903-473-4580 or 
visit https://rainscountyfair.
com/livestock/ to register 
online (online registration 
will close at 4:00 p.m. on 
September 18). You may also 
register in-person before the 
sale on Saturday, September 
19, between 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
in the livestock arena.

The Rains County Fair is 
a fun-filled week of activities 
offering something for every-
one. Please visit our website 
for a complete schedule of 
activities, contest entry 
forms, and much, much 
more https://rainscountyfair.
com/. Be sure to follow Rains 
County Fair on Facebook for 
regular updates. We look 
forward to seeing you at the 
fairgrounds!

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact 
Sarah Latham at 903-473-
4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension events or 
additional information fol-
low Rains County AgriLife 
on Facebook.

SARAH LATHAM
Rains County
AgriLife Agent

married in 2001.
The Short couple have 

two grown sons, Matthew 
and Ethan. Matthew will 
graduate from East Texas 
Baptist University in Decem-
ber with a music degree and 
wants to do music therapy 

for children with special 
needs as well as Alzheimer 
patients. Ethan is working 
and is going to start online 
studies in computer science 
with the goal of getting a job 
in that field that involves 
travel. The Shorts have one 

pet – a five-year old husky 
mix dog named Juno.

Short and her husband 
love to travel and have taken 
many cruises. They plan to 
take another cruise to the 
Bahamas to celebrate their 
25th anniversary.
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city’s water rates.
Nelson noted that the 

new ordinance sets the rule 
that starting in 2027, the city 
will only allow extensions on 
payment of the bill three 
times per year. It would 
increase base sewer rates for 
residences and commercial 
businesses by $2 each.

The proposed ordinance 
would increase trash service 
to $26.82 for residences with 
one container. The council 
stated that the cost is the 
rate that the city is charged 
by the provider with no 
additional fees.

Other fee proposals 

include water and sewer taps 
for new construction moving 
to $2,300 while the new 
customer deposit will remain 
$250. The charge to have 
water service restored after 
hours moves from $50 to 
$75.

It was stated that the rates 
were determined after cost 
research and polling of seven 
surrounding cities.

Nelson announced that a 
public hearing on the pro-
posed rate changes will be 
held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 12, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers of Point 
City Hall. All residents and 

water customers are invited 
to come and talk about the 
proposed changes.

At the conclusion of that 
November meeting, the 
council will consider adopt-
ing the new rates.

After the ordinance was 
read and discussed, no action 
was taken and the meeting 
adjourned.

The next regular meeting 
of the Point City Council 
will be held on Thursday, 
November 12, at the Point 
City Hall following the 
public hearing.

POINT
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she’s...not a florist,” and 
Betty Potts soon bought out 
her mom’s share. They were 
partners for many years.

About a year-and-a-half 
in, they found out Gerry, 
located on the square, was 
wanting to sell. They were 
able to take over the lease of 
that space and made the 
move. When the space next 
to them became available, 
the landlord, Lawrence 
Terry, asked if they wanted 
to knock out some walls and 
expand. They did.

Being on the square and 
only one or two doors down 
from the Leader office, she 
recalls the then-publisher 
and editor, Kathleen Hill 
Becknell. “I used to be 
terrified of Kat,” she said. 
“She’d come in and she 
wanted things the way she 
wanted them. And you 
NEVER abbreviated county. 
She would get fighting mad 
if you put Rains Co Leader. I 
still to this day won’t abbre-
viate it...for anything.”

Young’s third and final 
child, Klay, came along in 
August 1991. She said it 
takes a village. Vickie Cason 
and her daughter, Kim, 
helped watch the kids early 
on. After Klay was born, 
Maye Shedd began watching 
him at 3 weeks of age. Young 
said Maye and husband, 
Jimmy, became another set 
of grandparents and watched 
him until he started school.

After about 20 years on 
the square, Kenny and Karen 
purchased Chris’ Cafe on 

Highway 19 N. It included 
the land next door where the 
flower shop sits today. 
Young’s dad supervised the 
build and pretty much han-
dled the contracting. The 
location was especially ideal, 
being located right next to 
the funeral home.

These days, Young also 
rents out vendor space for a 
venture she calls Picken 
Petals Vintage & Antiques. 
She has roughly 13 booths 
inside the flower shop. Some 
crafty items are included, but 
it is mostly for vintage and 
antique items.

She is extremely grateful 
for all of her customers and 
for friends in the community 
who have stepped up over 
the years to help during busy 
times and in tragedy. She 
spoke about a specific 
tragedy that came to mind 
during an already busy time 
and was practically speech-
less with gratitude.

“My 40th anniversary...I 
really want...it’s about God, 
not about me. Because I 
couldn’t do this without 
God,” she said. “You can’t 
stay in business 40 years 
without customers,” she 
continues. “...how much I 
appreciate the customers 
that have trusted me over 40 
years through all of their life 
events.”

Young loves working with 
and helping customers 
through the death of a loved 
one and ministering through 
flowers. She truly feels the 
shop is a ministry and oppor-

tunity to love on people. She 
has loved every minute of 
being a florist, but after a few 
decades, it takes its toll on 
the body. Young would actu-
ally like to sell the flower 
shop, and hopes someone 
community-minded will 
come along to buy it. She 
would not mind a second, 
part-time career – or retire-
ment job, if you will – 
working for the funeral 
home, where she can con-
tinue to love on and minister 
to individuals and families 
experiencing loss.

Young will be celebrating 
the milestone anniversary 
the whole month of Novem-
ber, giving away 40 free gifts 
per week, and a grand prize 
at the end of the month of a 
year of flowers. The winner 
will receive one flower 
arrangement of seasonal 
flowers of the florist’s choos-
ing every month for 12 
months.

Everyone is invited to 
attend a Customer Appreci-
ation Day, Open House, and 
Parking Lot Sale on Satur-
day, November 7, 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. There will be 
snacks and special sales. 
Picken Petals vendors will be 
participating in the parking 
lot sale, as well.

The flower shop, affec-
tionately known to locals as 
Karen’s, is located at 883 N. 
Texas St. in Emory. Stop by 
and see what is new, and 
check out their facebook 
page for challenges related to 
her month-long giveaways.
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Women’s Service Club
This year, the Women’s 

Service Club of Emory is 
taking a slightly different 
approach to our Annual 
Thanksgiving Luncheon.

Rather than hosting our 
traditional luncheon at the 
Rose Community Center, we 
will be sharing the spirit of 
Thanksgiving by serving a 
meal at the Emory Senior 
Center on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 17, at 11:00 a.m.

We would also like to 
extend a heartfelt invitation 
to members of our commu-
nity to join us for this special 
occasion. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to enjoy a deli-
cious Thanksgiving meal, 
share fellowship, and spend 
meaningful time with some 
very special members of our 
community.

We will be serving a total 
of 75 meals, with our seniors 
receiving first priority. Any 
remaining meals will be 
available to community 
members on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

There will be no charge 
for the meal; however, dona-
tions will be gratefully 
accepted.

The Women’s Service 

Club has always been dedi-
cated to giving back to our 
community, and we feel this 
is a meaningful way to con-
tinue that tradition. Thanks-
giving is about more than 
just a meal – it is about 
gratitude, kindness, togeth-
erness, and making others 
feel valued.

We look forward to 
sharing this special day with 
our seniors and everyone 
who chooses to join us!

Reported by
Robin Daughety

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
How to Choose the Right Storage Facility

Whether you’re downsiz-
ing, relocating, or simply seek-
ing extra space, selecting the 
right storage facility is crucial 
to safeguarding your belong-
ings. The self-storage industry 
has seen significant growth 
and changes in recent years, so 
making an informed decision 
is more important than ever.

Industry Overview

As of 2025, the U.S. 
self-storage industry includes 
more than 52,000 facilities 
and over 2.1 billion square feet 
of rentable storage space 
nationwide. Industry revenue 
estimates range from approxi-
mately $44 billion to more 
than $58 billion annually, 
reflecting the sector’s contin-
ued strength and consumer 
demand. Texas continues to 
lead the nation with more 
than 5,500 self-storage facili-
ties, driven by strong popula-
tion growth and business 
expansion. National occu-
pancy rates generally remain 
strong, with many stabilized 
facilities reporting occupancy 
levels between 77% and 91%, 
depending on market and 
property type. 

“Choosing a storage facility 
isn’t just about space - or cost 
- it’s about trust, “said 
Mechele Agbayani Mills, 
President and CEO of BBB 
Central East Texas. “Before 
handing over your valuables, 
take time to research, ask 
questions, and understand the 
fine print. A little homework 
now can save you a lot of 
heartache later.”

While storage facilities 
offer convenience, be mindful 
of the issues reported by 
consumers, including:

Unauthorized Access and 
Theft: Instances of break-ins 
and stolen items have been 
reported, with some customers 
alleging inadequate security 

measures.
Pest Infestations: Griev-

ances about rodent and insect 
infestations leading to dam-
aged goods are not uncom-
mon.

Billing Disputes: Sudden 
rent increases and unexpected 
fees have led to customer 
dissatisfaction and disputes 
with storage facilities.

Insurance Challenges: 
Some customers have faced 
difficulties with insurance 
claims, particularly when poli-
cies are sold through the 
storage facility itself.

To ensure a positive storage 
experience, BBB recommends 
the following:

Research and Compare: 
Obtain written estimates from 
multiple facilities. Inquire 
about all potential fees, 
including administrative costs, 
late payment penalties, and 
charges for additional services 
like climate control or insur-
ance.

Assess Security Measures: 
Choose facilities equipped 
with robust security features, 
such as surveillance cameras, 
gated access, and on-site 
personnel. Ensure that the 
facility maintains a secure 
environment to protect your 
belongings.

Understand the Contract: 
Carefully review the rental 
agreement. Pay attention to 
terms regarding rent increases, 
access hours, termination 
policies, and liability clauses. 
Ensure that all verbal promises 
are documented in writing.

Verify Insurance Cover-
age: Determine whether your 
homeowner’s or renter’s insur-
ance policy covers items 
stored off-site. If not, consider 
purchasing insurance through 
a reputable third-party 
provider. Be cautious of insur-
ance policies offered directly 
by storage facilities, and 
understand the terms and 

coverage limits.
Physically inspect the 

Unit: Before signing a con-
tract, visit the facility to 
inspect the unit for cleanli-
ness, structural integrity, and 
signs of pests. Confirm that 
climate-controlled units main-
tain appropriate temperature 
and humidity levels.

Monitor Your Account on 
a Regular Basis: Check your 
billing statements regularly to 
ensure accuracy. Set 
reminders for payment due 
dates to avoid late fees or 
potential loss of access to your 
unit. Make sure you are 
up-to-date on your payments. 
You don’t want your storage 
unit to be labeled “aban-
doned” and put up for auction.

Stay Informed

Staying vigilant and 
informed can help you avoid 
common pitfalls associated 
with self-storage rentals. Go to 
bbb.org to find a trustworthy 
storage facility near you. 

Visit BBB.org to review 
customer feedback, BBB 
Accreditation status, and 
other pertinent business 
details. These insights can 
guide your decision-making 
process. Here are BBB’s tips 
for what to consider before 
renting, what to watch for 
when shopping for a storage 
unit, preparing to visit storage 
units, and how to identify 
scams.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.

like mud wrestling and being 
on the boat with their dad.

The family likes to go to 
Caddo Lake and take their 
boat out. They take summer 
vacations at the beach and 
would like to go to the 
mountains in New Mexico or 
Colorado, and eventually to 
Wyoming and Utah.
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The Santa Claus of Halloween

“Tis now the very witching 
time of night, when church-
yards yawn and hell itself 
breathes out contagion to this 

world.”

William 
Shakespeare

(Hamlet / Act 
3 / Scene 2)

M a n y 
years ago, 
traveling the 
country on a 
b a s e b a l l 

adventure with my buddy 
Chris, I had reason to prowl 
through the haunted woods 
of upstate New York. We 
were navigating our way to 
Cooperstown to visit the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. Pass-
ing through the scenic coun-
tryside we would sometimes 
see old cemeteries. While 
Chris was less than enthusi-
astic about visiting the dead, 
I always had to stop and walk 
among the graves.

Visiting old cemeteries 
makes me feel like I’m 
stepping back in time. These 
sacred spots where we bury 
our dead are like living 
history books. Strolling 
among the graves, every 
passing tombstone reads like 
a page from the past. In this 
part of the country, many of 
these old graves hold the 
bones of Revolutionary War 
veterans.

In a Halloween mood this 
week, I found myself reading 
again one of my favorite 
October stories – The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow, by Wash-
ington Irving. I was 
reminded of those few days 
spent prowling among the 
weathered cemeteries in 
New York’s rural country-
side. One of the Revolution-
ary War soldiers buried there 
was the Headless Horseman 
in Irving’s tale. The Headless 
Horseman was a real guy, 
and Washington Irving 
immortalized him in story.

Washing Irving (1783-
1859) was an American 
writer, historian and diplo-
mat of the early 19th 
century. He is most famous 
for writing the short stories 
Rip Van Winkle and The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
published in his 1820 collec-
tion The Sketch Book of 
Geoffrey Crayon (Crayon was 
a pseudonym used by Irving).

Sometimes called Amer-
ica’s first ghost story, The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow is set 
in the year 1790. It takes 

place in a secluded hollow in 
the Hudson River Valley 
near Tarrytown. The protag-
onist in our tale is the local 
schoolmaster, the scarecrow-
like Ichabod Crane. Irving 
describes him as: “…tall, but 
exceedingly lank, with nar-
row shoulders, long arms and 
legs, with hands that dangled 
a mile out of his sleeves, feet 
that might have served for 
shovels, and his whole frame 
most loosely hung together. 
His head was small, and flat 
at top, with huge ears, large 
green glassy eyes, and a long 
snipe nose, so that it looked 
like a weather-cock perched 
upon his spindle neck to tell 
which way the wind blew.”

In the story Ichabod 
courts the wealthy farmer’s 
daughter, lovely Katrina Van 
Tassel, competing with the 
local town ruffian Brom 
Bones for her affection. On 
his ride home after a party 
and “quilting frolic” at the 
Van Tassel farm, Ichabod is 
chased, knocked from his 
horse, and almost killed. The 
culprit is apparently the 
horrible and terrifying phan-
tom Headless Horseman, the 
ghost of a Hessian soldier 
who lost his head to a 
cannonball in battle during 
the Revolutionary War.

Hessian soldiers were 
German troops hired by 
Great Britain to fight along-
side the British against the 
American forces during the 
Revolutionary War. The 
Hessians were highly trained 
professional soldiers seen as 
bloodthirsty mercenaries by 
the Americans. And they 
were scary.

It is interesting to note 
that Irving was fond of using 
real-life people and places for 
inspiration in his stories. He 
lived in the village of Sleepy 
Hollow. It was a real place. 
Sleepy Hollow was part of 
Tarrytown, later renamed 
North Tarrytown, until 1996 
when it reclaimed the name 
Sleepy Hollow. The Old 
North Church and grave-
yard, where the Headless 
Horseman was said to tether 
his horse every night, still 
exists today. In the story, it is 
believed that Ichabod Crane 
is named after a military 
officer named Colonel Icha-
bod B. Crane. The personal-
ity and mannerisms of Icha-
bod were modeled after Jesse 
Merwin, a local schoolmas-
ter that Irving knew. The 
Van Tassels were a promi-

nent Dutch farm family 
living in the Hudson Valley. 
The formidable Brom Bones 
was inspired by a local village 
blacksmith named Abraham 
Martling. And the character 
of the Headless Horseman 
was based on a real-life 
Hessian soldier, name 
unknown, who did appar-
ently lose his head in combat 
at the Battle of White Plains.

The Battle of White 
Plains took place over sev-
eral days in late October of 
1776. George Washington’s 
troops were engaged with 
British and Hessian forces 
under the command of 
General Wm. Howe near 
White Plains, New York. 
After the initial battle on 
Halloween eve, as the oppos-
ing armies continued to 
clash, Lieutenant Ephraim 
Fenno assumed command of 
a lone hilltop artillery bat-
tery. In an attempt to stop an 
advancing line of Hessian 
troops, Lieutenant Fenno 
fired a single cannonball, 
decapitating one of the 
Hessian soldiers and ending 
the assault. So began the 
legend of the Headless 
Horseman. His ghost is 
reported to ride each night in 
search of his head. Today a 
small marker stands at the 
spot where the Hessian lost 
his head, near the town of 
Sleepy Hollow.

I like the way words live 
on, penned by persons in 
years past and preserved on 
paper for the living to 
discover. Words and the 
stories they tell are a blessing 
for those who like to read 
and think. If you find your-
self in a Halloween mood 
this week, consider reading 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. 
It’s a good story. And 
remember the Headless 
Horseman. We don’t know 
his name, but he was a real 
person. More than just a 
cartoon corpse used to sell 
beer and candy each Octo-
ber, he has become part of 
our American folklore. He 
has become the Santa Claus 
of Halloween…

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. 
Described by some as a Renaissance 
man, he is a baseball fan, coffee 
roaster, and accomplished feral hog 
trapper. He likes to read, appreci-
ates the outdoors, and is good with 
dogs and children. He is the father 
of three, and lives with his wife in 
Texas.
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Correction
In the report about the 

Emory City Council meeting 
in the June 18 edition of the 
Rains County Leader, we 
incorrectly reported that the 
Emory City Council selected 
MyWorld Surveying as the 
city’s contracted surveying 
firm. The correct firm is By 
Line Surveying. The Leader
regrets any confusion or 
concern this error may have 
caused.

Social Security is often a 
cornerstone of retirement 
income, but it's often misun-

d e r s t o o d , 
leading to 
confus ion, 
worry and 
poor plan-
ning deci-
sions. Here's 
the truth 
behind five 
of the most 

common misconceptions.
• First, it’s not going broke: 

if no action is taken, 
benefits could drop 
around 2032, but policy-
makers have options to 
strengthen it.

• Second, it won’t replace 
everything. It covers 
roughly 40% of your 
income, so retirement 
savings are still critical.

• Third, claiming early and 
working won’t perma-
nently reduce benefits; 

payments are later 
increased for reductions 
that occurred before full 
retirement age.

• Fourth, if an ex-spouse 
claims benefits based on 
your earnings record it 
doesn’t reduce your bene-
fit.

• And fifth, benefits are still 
taxable if your combined 
income exceeds certain 
thresholds, though some 
temporary deductions 
exist.
The more you understand 

Social Security, the more 
control you have over your 
retirement outcome. 
Grounding your decisions in 
facts rather than assump-
tions can make a meaningful 
difference in your long-term 
financial security.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Debunking five common 
Social Security myths

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor
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Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m retired and was a victim 

of identity theft a while back. 
I’ve already 
frozen my 
credit to pro-
tect myself, 
but I recently 
heard that I 
can also 
“lock” my 
Social Secu-
rity number. 
What exactly 

does that mean, and is it 
something I should do?

– Recently Scammed

Dear Recently,
Freezing your credit was 

one of the smartest steps you 
could take after identity 
theft. But there’s another 
layer of protection many 
people don’t know about: 
limiting how your Social 
Security number (SSN) can 
be used.

While you can’t actually 
“lock” your Social Security 
number the way you can 
freeze a credit report, you 
can block two of the most 
common ways criminals mis-
use it – using it to get a job 
and gaining access to your 
online Social Security 
account.

Your Social Security num-
ber is the master key to much 
of your financial life. It’s 
linked to your taxes, Social 
Security benefits, Medicare, 
banking and employment 
records. With data breaches 
becoming routine and iden-
tity thieves using increas-
ingly sophisticated tactics – 
including AI-generated 
scams – protecting your SSN 
is more important than ever. 
Criminals don’t need your 
Social Security card; they 
only need the number.

E-Verify Self Lock

The first tool is E-Verify 

Self Lock. It prevents some-
one from using your SSN to 
get a job with employers that 
participate in the federal 
E-Verify system.

If someone uses your 
Social Security number to 
get a job, the wages they earn 
may be reported to the IRS 
under your name. That can 
trigger IRS notices, delay tax 
refunds and require months 
of work to correct your tax 
and Social Security records.

To activate Self Lock, 
create a free myE-Verify 
account at e-verify.gov and 
answer a few identity-
verification questions. Once 
the lock is in place, employ-
ers using E-Verify won’t be 
able to confirm your Social 
Security number unless you 
first remove the lock. It 
remains in effect for one year 
and can be renewed annu-
ally. If you ever return to 
work for an employer that 
uses E-Verify, you can tem-
porarily remove the lock 
online and reactivate it 
afterward.

Electronic Access 
Block

The second protection is 
the Social Security Adminis-
tration’s Electronic Access 
Block, which helps prevent 
criminals from taking over 
your online Social Security 
account.

An Electronic Access 
Block disables online and 
automated telephone access 
to your Social Security 
record – including your own. 
That prevents scammers 
from changing your direct 
deposit information, redi-
recting your benefits or 
updating your personal infor-
mation.

To set it up, call the Social 
Security Administration at 
800-772-1213 or visit your 
local Social Security office 

and request an Electronic 
Access Block. If you later 
want online access restored, 
you’ll need to verify your 
identity before the block can 
be removed. For many 
retirees – especially those 
who’ve already experienced 
identity theft – that extra 
step is well worth the added 
security.

Extra Safeguards

A credit freeze remains 
one of the best defenses 
against identity theft, but it 
only prevents someone from 
opening new credit in your 
name. It won’t stop someone 
from using your Social Secu-
rity number for employment 
or trying to access your 
Social Security account.

For even greater protec-
tion, create your personal my 
Social Security account 
before a scammer does by 
visiting ssa.gov/myaccount. 
Keep your credit reports 
frozen unless you need to 
apply for credit, and request 
a free IRS Identity Protec-
tion PIN. The six-digit PIN 
acts like a second password 
for your tax return, prevent-
ing someone else from filing 
under your Social Security 
number. You can get one by 
searching “Get an IP PIN” at 
irs.gov.

Identity theft has become 
a fact of modern life, but 
taking a few simple steps 
now can help protect your 
Social Security benefits, tax 
records and financial future, 
and give you greater peace of 
mind.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Better Protect Your Social Security Number

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior
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medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the following 
reports of activity during the 
week of October 19-25:

Arrests

10-20: Justin Dale Davis. 
Driving while intoxicated, 

s e c o n d 
o f f e n s e , 
$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 
bond.

1 0 - 2 0 : 
Stevie Leon 
M a y b e r r y . 
C r i m i n a l 
trespass of a 
habitation, 
shelter cen-

ter, superfund site or critical 
infrastructure facility; public 
intoxication; violation of 
bond conditions. $1,700 
bond.

10-23: Lindsey Nicole 
Hobbs. Class C traffic 
offense, City of Emory war-
rant, $75 bond.

10-25: Johnathan Robert 
Young. Driving while intoxi-
cated, second offense; pos-
session of marijuana, less 
than two ounces, $35,000 
bond.

Calls

10-19: Hwy. 19S Vehicle 
in roadway; Hwy. 19N Ani-
mal welfare concern; Hwy. 
276 Abandoned vehicle; 
Hwy. 69W Controlled burn; 
FM 779 Animal welfare 
concern; CR 2410 Environ-
mental; PR 8515 Terroristic 
threats; Sheriff's Office (SO) 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
CR 1605 Medical assist; 
Hwy. 69W Medical assist; 
CR 2570 Environmental; CR 
2460 Medical assist; Ravine 
St. Animal at large; Hwy. 69 
Motorist assist; CR 1470 
Medical assist; FM 2795 
Medical assist; N Dunbar Ln. 
Medical assist; FM 2737 
Medical assist; CR 3411 
Meet complainant.

10-20: FM 514 W Suspi-
cious activity; CR 4520 
Repossession; SO Lobby 
Arrest; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; FM 2324 Pro-
vided Suspicious vehicle; SO 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
CR 1495 Controlled burn; 
CR 1300 Panic alarm; CR 
2340 Environmental; Hwy. 
69W Environmental; FM 
515 Consensual contact; 
Airport Rd. Warrant service; 
Ave. E Point Grass fire; CR 
1275 Medical assist; CR 
1330 Medical assist; Hwy. 
276 East Tawakoni (ET) 
Pursuit; W Tawakoni Dr. 
Hit-and-run accident; Ave. 
D Point Suspicious activity; 
Ave. D Point Welfare con-
cern.

10-21: Hwy. 69W Busi-
ness alarm; Duffy St. Animal 
at large; CR 1495 Controlled 
burn; Lake Fork Dr. Con-
trolled burn; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; FM 3274 Grass 
fire; Quitman St. Downed 
power lines; Hwy. 19N at 
Robinson Rd. Debris in 
roadway; S Texas St. Wel-
fare concern; SO Lobby 
Meet complainant; Hwy. 
19N Medical assist; CR 4220 

Medical assist; FM 3299 
Meet complainant; Hwy. 
19S Meet complainant; 
Scam reported to SO Lobby 
x2; CR 1629 Environmental; 
CR 4251 Medical assist; 
Hwy. 69E Welfare concern; 
PR 5451 Disturbance; FM 
2324 Problems with a per-
son; CR 3030 Medical assist; 
FM 779 Medical assist; Hwy. 
19N at county line Reckless 
driver; S Texas St. Suspi-
cious activity; N Texas St. 
Suspicious vehicle.

10-22: Hwy. 276 Animal 
welfare concern; CR 1220 
Medical assist; Wright Way 
ET Medical assist; S 1st St. 
Point Animal welfare con-
cern; FM 513 Medical assist; 
Hwy. 69 at CR 2795 
Motorist assist; Hwy. 19N 
Reckless driver; FM 2795 
Harassment; CR 1495 Con-
trolled burn; FM 3299 Fire 
alarm; SO Lobby Welfare 
concern; FM 47 at CR 1430 
Environmental; Hwy. 276 at 
FM 47 Environmental; FM 
779 Medical assist; SO 
Lobby Welfare concern; 
Hwy. 276 at CR 1605 
Environmental; W North St. 
Meet complainant; Fish 
Point ET Medical assist; Lee 
Ivie Ln. City ordinance 
violation; Hwy. 276 at CR 
1190 Motorist assist; CR 
2420 Livestock on roadway; 
Hwy. 69 at FM 47 Reckless 
driver; Skyline Dr. Hit-and-
run accident; Hwy. 276 
Theft; CR 3410 Environ-
mental; CR 1399 Medical 
assist; Duffy St. Aggressive 
animal; CR 2130 Noise 
complaint; CR 4500 Medical 
assist; Clower Ct. ET City 
ordinance violation; Smith 
Cir. Point Trespassing; 
Smith Cir. Point Accident; 
FM 2737 ET Livestock on 
roadway; S Texas St. Medi-
cal assist; Rhodes Dr. Distur-
bance.

10-23: S Texas St. Medi-
cal assist; CR 3330 Medical 
assist; E Lennon Dr. Suspi-
cious vehicle; CR 1495 
Medical assist; Ave. D Point 
Welfare concern; Clark Dr. 
Medical assist; N Texas St. 
Accident; Hwy. 69E Con-
trolled burn; W Quitman St. 
Medical assist; SO Lobby 
Meet complainant; E 
Lennon Dr. Medical assist; 
SO Lobby Noise complaint; 
Wood St. Medical assist; E 
Lennon Dr. Accident; 
Ravine St. Animal welfare 
concern; CR 1495 Con-
trolled burn; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; W Lennon Dr. 
Found property; Circle Dr. 
Point Livestock on roadway; 
Hwy. 69W Reckless driver; 
Hwy. 69W Medical assist; 
McMillan Dr. Domestic 
disturbance; FM 275 Noise 
complaint; CR 1315 Suspi-
cious vehicle; N Texas St. 
Medical assist; CR 1412 
Runaway; CR 1470 Con-
trolled burn; E Lennon Dr. 
Consensual contact.

10-24: W Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle; Hwy. 276 
Hit-and-run accident; E 
Lennon Dr. Suspicious vehi-
cle; N Texas St. Medical 
assist; CR 1330 Medical 

assist; W Quitman St. Spe-
cial assignment; FM 275 
Trespassing; CR 3325 Con-
trolled burn; S Dunbar Ln. 
Environmental; CR 1495 
Controlled burn; S Texas St. 
Medical assist; CR 3381 
Accident; PR 5450 Medical 
assist; Ave. D Point Investi-
gation; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; S Dunbar Ln. 
Motorist assist; SO Lobby 
Found property; CR 1219 
Animal bite; Pierson St. 
Disturbance; E Lennon Dr. 
Welfare concern; Wisconsin 
Welfare concern; [Torama 
Agency assist]; FM 2324 
Abandoned vehicle; E 
Lennon Dr. Agency assist; 
W Lennon Dr. Suspicious 
vehicle; S Texas St. Welfare 
concern; FM 2737 Animal at 
large; Alexander Dr. Suspi-
cious vehicle; E Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle.

10-25: W Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle; FM 2946 
Suspicious activity; FM 47 
Suspicious vehicle; Planters 
St. Suspicious vehicle; Hon-
eysuckle Ln. Suspicious per-
son; Hwy. 276 Medical 
assist; CR 1235 Livestock on 
roadway; S Texas St. Medi-
cal assist; Emory Park Wel-
fare concern; CR 3025 Con-
sensual contact; 2795 at 
Hwy. 69 Consensual con-
tact; W Lennon Dr. Consen-
sual contact; CR 1460 Grass 
fire; CR 4253 Medical assist; 
Ave. B Point Stabbing; N 
Texas St. Medical assist; CR 
2180 Grass fire; SO Lobby 
Meet complainant; CR 1533 
Animal welfare concern; 
Hwy. 19 Motorist assist; 
Hwy. 19N Accident; CR 
2430 Medical assist.

The Sheriff's Department 
reported 468 calls for the 
week. Among the calls were: 
1 paper service, 1 debris in 
roadway, 3 disturbances, 1 
domestic disturbance, 1 
downed power lines, 15 extra 
patrols, 1 fire alarm, 12 
follow up investigations, 2 
found property, 10 environ-
mental calls, 1 harassment, 1 
investigation, 4 livestock on 
roadway calls, 13 meet com-
plainant calls, 3 noise com-
plaints, 4 grass fires, 1 
problems with a person, 30 
public service calls, 1 pursuit, 
4 reckless drivers, 1 reposses-
sion, 1 runaway, 2 scams, 1 
special assignment, 4 suspi-
cious activity calls, 1 suspi-
cious person, 12 suspicious 
vehicles, 1 terroristic threats, 
1 theft, 1 vehicle in roadway, 
1 warrant service, 10 welfare 
concerns, 2 trespassing, 5 
accidents, 10 controlled 
burns, 1 aggressive animal, 1 
arrest, 1 stabbing, 83 area 
checks, 5 consensual con-
tacts, 2 abandoned vehicles, 
3 hit-and-run accidents, 2 
agency assists, 1 business 
alarm, 1 panic alarm, 3 
animal at large calls, 1 
animal bite, 6 animal welfare 
concerns, 5 motorist assists, 
2 city ordinance violations.

There were 149 traffic 
stops, 118 warnings, 15 
citations, 40 medical calls, 
and 26 transports.

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

Sheriff’s Report

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
11:

Fork: Slow. Nnormal 
stain; 54 degrees; 3.07 feet 
below pool. Water tempera-
tures have risen to 51-56 
degrees.

The morning bite is slow, 
but picks up by mid morning. 
Squarebill crankbaits and 
chatterbaits are good in 4-6 
feet around flats. Lipless 
crankbaits and suspending 
jerkbaits are good around 
ditches or drains in 5-7 feet. 
Some deeper fish showing up 
suspended over road beds 
and humps in 16-23 feet of 
water with deep diving 
crankbaits or flutter spoons. 
Report by Marc Mitchell, 
Mitchell’s Guide Service.

Crappie are stacked up on 
deep timber along the main 
lake creek channels like they 
have been all winter. Look 
for fish in the 35-60 feet 
depth range with fish around 

15-30 feet down. We still 
have some fish on other 
patterns like bridges, brush 
piles, tire reefs, points and 
ledges. These are more hit or 
miss and may be smaller fish. 
Small hand tied jigs and 
minnows are working well 
and I’m sure soft plastics will 
produce fish also. The most 
important thing I’ve seen 
after the last huge cold front 
is to fish slowly. Try to keep 
your baits in the strike zone 
just above fish as long as 
possible and as still as 
possible. Low wind days may 
be the best days for catching 
fish until the water tempera-
ture begins rising up and the 
bite changes. Not all fish will 
bite and you may see fifty 
percent of the fish bite well 
and the other half just do not 
respond to baits. Do not 
spend tons of time on non 
responsive fish. Move on to 
fish that want to bite and 
you’ll end up filling the 
cooler up. Report by Jacky 
Wiggins, Jacky Wiggins 
Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 52 degrees; 
1.98 feet below pool.

The white bass and 
hybrid-striper are still feed-
ing. The best bite was with 
soft plastics in 20-25 feet on 
the main lake. Eating sized 
blue catfish are good in 
40-50 feet on small cut shad 
and punch bait. Bigger fish 
are being caught compared 
to last week. The trophy 
catfish are good as fish feed 
up due to the falling temper-
atures. Quality fish up to 40 
pounds are on main lake 
points and mid depths in 
30-45 feet of water. The 
crappie are still fair on bridge 
columns and deep timber 
with jigs in 20-28 feet. The 
largemouth bass bite has 
slowed down with the cold 
shallow water temperature. 
Try rip rap with larger 
plastics in 8-12 feet. Report 
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORT

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
A Matter of Balance

According to a compiled 
list of fall-related statistics by 
the National Council on 
Aging (2023), 1 in 4 Ameri-

cans over 
age sixty-five 
fall every 
year, making 
falls the 
l e a d i n g 
cause of fatal 
and non-
fatal injuries 

in the United States. Addi-
tionally, every eleven sec-
onds someone over age 
sixty-five is treated in the 
emergency room for fall-
related injuries and every 
nineteen minutes someone 
dies from a fall-related 
injury. In other words, falls 
are responsible for more than 
3 million ER visits and more 
than 32,000 deaths annually. 
The fear of falling can lead to 
reduced activities, physical 
health decline, social isola-
tion and depression.

Aging comes with a 
variety of unique quirks, 
oddities and issues, but 
falling and fall-related 
injuries are at the top of the 
list of concerns. Factors 
contributing to fall risks 
include,

Physical Factors: Age-
related changes in vision, 
balance, and muscle strength 
can increase the likelihood 
of falls. Chronic health 
conditions such as arthritis, 
osteoporosis, and Parkinson's 
disease can also impair 
mobility and balance, mak-
ing individuals more suscep-

tible to falls.
Environmental Hazards: 

Cluttered living spaces, 
inadequate lighting, slippery 
floors, uneven surfaces, and 
lack of handrails or grab-bars 
significantly contribute to 
fall risks.

Medications: Certain 
medications, particularly 
those that cause dizziness, 
drowsiness, or changes in 
blood pressure, can increase 
the risk of falls.

Lifestyle Factors: Seden-
tary behavior, lack of physi-
cal activity, and poor nutri-
tion can weaken muscles, 
decrease bone density, and 
compromise overall health, 
thereby increasing suscepti-
bility to falls.

Falling, fall-related 
injuries, and a fear of falling 
do not have to be a guaran-
teed part of aging. Falls can 
be avoided through lifestyle 
changes and participation in 
evidence-based fall preven-
tion programs. A Matter of 
Balance (AMOB), an eight-
session evidence-based fall 
prevention program, has 
been specifically designed to 
help seniors aged sixty and 
older reduce their fear of 
falling and increase activity 
levels. Many older adults 
who develop this fear often 
limit their activities, which 
can result in physical weak-
ness, making the risk of 
falling even greater. Activi-
ties are conducted in two-
hour sessions once a week 
over an eight-week period. 
AMOB addresses physical, 

environmental, medical, and 
lifestyle factors associated 
with falling along with 
introducing evidence-based 
exercises. Attending an 
AMOB course significantly 
reduces the risk of falls and 
helps improve quality of life 
for aging individuals.

Rains County AgriLife 
will be hosting A Matter of 
Balance. This eight-session 
program will be held every 
Wednesday from 10:00 am 
-12:00 noon beginning April 
1 at the Rains County 
AgriLife Extension office, 
located at 410 Tawakoni Dr. 
in Emory. Please consider 
joining if you are concerned 
about falls, have fallen in the 
past, have restricted your 
activities due to falling 
concerns, or have an interest 
in improving balance, flexi-
bility, and strength.

Call to reserve your spot! 
If you or someone you love 
has experienced a fall or has 
a fear of falling, call the 
Rains County AgriLife 
Extension office at 903- 
473-4580 to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited. This 
program is open to all and is 
free of charge.

If you have questions or 
concerns, contact 903-473-
4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming events or 
additional information visit 
https://rains.agrilife.org/ or 
follow Rains County AgriL-
ife on Facebook.

Visit us online:
www.RainsCountyLeader.com
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Flushing Out
a Poacher

On Nov. 2, Henderson 
County Game Wardens filed 
charges against a man for 
hunting without landowner 
consent. The wardens had 
been investigating the sus-
pect since last deer season, 
when they found an unusual 
hunting blind made out of a 
converted port-a-potty. 
Unable to catch the suspect 
last year, wardens set up a 
game camera along the prop-
erty line in hopes the hunter 
would return to hunt the 
same unusual blind.

On the opening morning 
of deer season, the camera 
captured the suspect walking 
to his "toilet stand." Not long 
after, wardens confronted the 
hunter and he confessed to 
hunting without permission. 
Charges were filed, and the 
man removed the blind and 
feeder from the property.

Bailout Results
in Bale-Out

While assisting other law 
enforcement agencies as part 
of Operation Lone Star, a 

Texas Game Warden and his 
K9 partner, Jake, were called 
to track a bailout suspect. 
Before starting their search 
for the bailout, though, Jake 
alerted to the vehicle — an 
indication people could be 
inside. However, Jake and his 
partner began pursuing the 
track of the bailout suspect 
and left the vehicle alone so 
it could be processed for 
evidence.

After successfully locating 
and aiding in the apprehen-
sion of their suspect, the 
game warden received a call 
from the agent at the scene 
and were surprised to learn 
the haybale in the bed of the 
truck had just flipped over 
and requested assistance. 
Officers discovered 10 
undocumented individuals 
hiding inside the fake hay 
bale.

Baiting and Blasting

On Sept. 13, an Atascosa 
County Game Warden was 
monitoring a property where 
illegal hunting activity was 
suspected. After hearing sev-
eral shotgun blasts, the war-
den entered the property and 

discovered two men hunting 
dove over bait. It was during 
a special white-wing only 
season and only two mourn-
ing doves were allowed per 
hunter. The hunters were 
intentionally over their limit 
of mourning dove and were 
still actively hunting when 
the warden arrived.

While investigating the 
incident, the warden looked 
through feed sacks in the bed 
of a truck. He was surprised 
to discover two cleaned out, 
untagged jake Rio Grande 
turkeys in an empty feed 
sack. One hunter admitted to 
shooting them earlier in the 
day and had asked the second 
hunter to dispose of the 
carcasses, which he had not 
yet done.

The hunters were issued 
citations for killing turkeys 
out of season, exceeding the 
daily bag limit of mourning 
doves, placing bait to attract 
and hunting over bait. The 
illegally taken game was 
seized and donated. Cases 
and civil restitution are 
pending.

GAME WARDEN FIELD NOTES

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Senate GOP opens wallet for Paxton’s campaign

The Senate Republican 
leadership is pouring tens of 
millions of dollars into the 
U.S. Senate campaign of 

T e x a s 
At to rney 
G e n e r a l 
Ken Pax-
ton, who is 
locked in a 
tight race 
w i t h 
D e m o -
c r a t i c 
n o m i n e e 

James Talarico.
A super PAC affiliated 

with Senate Majority Leader 
John Thune last week pur-
chased about $32 million in 
television broadcast ads 
across the state’s major 

media markets, The Texas 
Tribune reported. In addi-
tion, MAGA Inc., a PAC 
aligned with President Don-
ald Trump, bought $10 
million in ads.

Paxton is trailing slightly 
in the most recent polls. To 
date, he has been vastly 
outspent by Talarico and his 
allies.

Paxton spoke at the 
Republican midterm con-
vention held last week in 
Dallas, according to the 
Texas Standard. He 
unveiled his economic plan, 
titled Protecting the Texas 
Promise.

“Everywhere I go, I meet 
Texans working harder than 
ever that still worry that 

they’ll never get ahead,” 
Paxton said. “Those are the 
people that I’m fighting for.”

Meanwhile, Talarico was 
slated to appear on late-
night host Jimmy Kimmel’s 
network show, but the inter-
view was pulled under con-
cerns that the Federal Com-
munications Commission 
would take punitive action.

The interview was aired 
on YouTube instead. Several 
news outlets reported it 
received 5 million views in 
its first 24 hours.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, including 
in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

Dear Savvy Senior,
My husband and I are 

relocating to a nearby state to 
be closer to our daughter and 
will need to find a new primary 
care physician when we arrive. 

We are both 
in our late 70s 
and are inter-
ested in get-
ting a geriatri-
cian to over-
see our health 
care going 
forward. Any 
sug g e s t i on s 
for finding 

someone?

Searching for Care

Dear Searching,
Choosing a geriatrician as 

your primary care doctor in 
your 70s is a good idea, 
especially if you’re dealing 
with various age-related 
health problems. But if 
you’re in relatively good 
health you may not need a 
geriatrician. A good primary 
care doctor with an age-
friendly philosophy may be 
all you need. Here’s what 
you should know.

Who Needs a 
Geriatrician?

Geriatricians are primary 
care doctors that have addi-
tional specialized training in 
treating older patients. 
Those who can benefit the 
most from seeing a geriatri-
cian are seniors age 75 and 
older with multiple health 
and age-related problems 
such as cardiovascular dis-
ease, diabetes, hypertension, 
incontinence, osteoporosis, 
cognitive decline, frailty, 
depression, or trouble with 
balance and falls.

Geriatricians are also 
particularly adept at tackling 
medication problems. 
Because many seniors take 
multiple medications at the 
same time for various health 
conditions, and because 
aging bodies often absorb 
and metabolize drugs differ-
ently than younger adults, 
unique side effects and drug 
interactions are not uncom-
mon. A geriatrician will 
evaluate and monitor your 
medications to be sure they 
are not affecting you in a 
harmful way.

Geriatricians can also help 
their patients and families 
determine their long-term 
care needs, like how long 
they can remain in their own 
homes safely without assis-
tance, and what type of 
services may be necessary 
when they do need some 
extra help.

Unfortunately, there’s a 
shortage of geriatricians in 
the U.S., so depending on 
where you are moving, 
finding one may be difficult.

To help you locate one in 
your new area, use Medi-
care’s online find and com-
pare search tool. Just go to 
Medicare.gov/care-compare 
and click on “Doctors & 
Clinicians” and type in your 
location, then type in “geri-
atric medicine” in the Name 
& Keyword box. You can 
also get this information by 
calling Medicare at 800-633-
4227. The American Geri-
atrics Society also has a 
geriatrician-finder tool on 
their website at HealthinAg-
ing.org.

If you’re enrolled in a 
Medicare Advantage plan, 
contact your plan for a list of 

network geriatricians in your 
new area.

Keep in mind, though, 
that locating a geriatrician 
doesn’t guarantee you will be 
accepted as a patient. Many 
doctors already have a full 
patient roster and don’t 
accept any new patients. 
You’ll need to call the 
individual doctor’s office to 
find out.

Age-Friendly PCPs

If you and your husband 
are in relatively good health 
or if you can’t find a geriatri-
cian in your new area, a good 
primary care physician 
(PCP) that practices age-
friendly care would also be a 
viable choice.

To search for new PCPs, 
use the previously listed 
Medicare tools. Once you 
locate a few, call their office 
and ask if they’re accepting 
new patients and if they 
practice the 4Ms of age 
friendly care, which include: 
What Matters (your goals 
and priorities); Medication 
safety and appropriateness; 
Mentation (cognition and 
mood); and Mobility (ways 
to keep you moving).

You can also research new 
doctors at sites like Health-
grades.com and Vitals.com.

If you’re finding it hard to 
get into a new practice, you 
might even consider looking 
for a geriatric nurse practi-
tioner or advanced practice 
registered nurse to serve as 
your PCP.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Locate an Age-Friendly Doctor

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

by Bartee Haile
The search for George 

Sessions Perry, missing from 
his riverside home in Con-
necticut, entered its second 
month on Jan. 14, 1957 with 

no sign of 
the famous 
writer.

T h e 
future novel-
ist and mag-
azine con-
tributor was 
born and 
raised in the 
C e n t r a l 

Texas town of Rockdale. His 
father, owner of two drug 
stores, and artistic mother 
doted on their only child 
gladly granting his every 
wish.

Even though the Perrys 
did not live directly off the 
land, the sensitive boy 
empathized with the share-
croppers and tenant farmers 
of Milam County. Two of his 
early unpublished novels 
were scathing indictments of 
the rural poverty witnessed 
in his youth.

The head of the house-
hold died of Bright’s disease, 
which destroys the kidneys, 
in 1921, when Perry was 11 
years old. His emotionally 
fragile mother quickly mar-
ried again but took her own 
life in 1923.

According to a childhood 
friend, Perry felt responsible 
for the tragic death of his 
beloved mother. “First, 
because his failure to give her 
the affection she needed 
caused her to remarry, and 
then because he did not kill 
the husband who had made 
her so unhappy.”

The orphan rebelled 
against his domineering and 
ill-tempered grandmother 
and an uncle, who doled out 
the income from his inheri-
tance. In response to Perry’s 
bad behavior and poor 
grades, the surrogate father 
packed him off to Allen 
Academy in Bryan, where he 
shaped up and finished high 
school.

After attending South-
western University, Purdue 
and the University of Hous-
ton, Perry quit college alto-
gether and spent six months 
selling shoes and lampshades 

in Chicago. Deciding to see 
the world, he worked his way 
across the Atlantic aboard a 
freighter but was caught 
without a passport in France 
and deported to the United 
States.

Perry sweet-talked his 
uncle into giving him some 
traveling money and 
returned to Europe. Half a 
year in Spain, France and 
Algeria satisfied his wander-
lust and rekindled his inter-
est in writing.

In 1931 Perry came back 
to the Lone Star State and 
married Claire Hodges, a 
coed he met at Southwest-
ern. The newlyweds moved 
into the family home with his 
grandmother and struggled 
to survive on $100 a month 
from the groom’s inheri-
tance.

Over the next six years, 
the aspiring author produced 
six novels and more than 50 
short stories, all with rural 
Texas settings, but never got 
so much as a nibble from 
publishing houses and 
national magazines.

Perry surely would have 
given up without the stead-
fast support and encourage-
ment of his self-sacrificing 
soul mate. Claire not only 
translated his scrawl into 
neatly typed manuscripts and 
corrected his grammar but 
also stood up to her hus-
band’s dictatorial granny, 
something his own mother 
had never done.

His big break came at last 
in 1937. The Saturday 
Evening Post finally accepted 
one of Perry’s submissions 
and, Doubleday bought his 
first novel, Walls Rise Up, the 
comic tale of three Brazos 
River vagrants. Within two 
years, he sold a dozen more 
short stories and went to 
Hollywood to work on a 
movie script.

Hold Autumn in Your 
Hand, generally considered 
the best depiction of agrarian 
life in Texas, was published 
in 1941. The critically 
acclaimed book won the 
Texas Institute of Letters 
award and the National Book 
Award for the 31-year-old 
novelist and inspired the 
1945 motion picture “The 
Southerner” starring Texas 

native Zachary Scott.
Perry felt humiliated by his 

rejection for military service 
in World War II due to a stiff 
elbow suffered in a fall from 
a horse. Determined to do his 
patriotic part, he went over-
seas as a civilian war corre-
spondent and covered the 
Allied landings on Sicily in 
1943.

Perry was so traumatized 
by the horrors of combat that 
he could never again bring 
himself to write fiction. 
Light-hearted yarns about 
the colorful folk of the Texas 
countryside seemed sacrile-
gious after what he had seen.

Perry stayed busy, how-
ever, knocking out 57 maga-
zine pieces, most for the 
Saturday Evening Post and its 
sister periodical the Country 
Gentleman, between 1945 
and 1950. Twenty-four of 
those articles were for The 
Post’s popular “Cities of 
America” series, an ironic 
assignment for someone who 
openly despised urban life.

In the early 1950’s, Perry’s 
output dropped to six or 
seven articles a year. His sole 
book-length project was the 
75th anniversary history of 
Texas A&M.

Arthritis of the spine 
made writing more and more 
difficult. For years, Perry had 
put off seeing a doctor for the 
crippling condition, prefer-
ring to medicate himself with 
whiskey, and by 1954 he was 
an alcoholic wreck haunted 
by voices and hallucinations.

Shortly before the tor-
mented Texan disappeared 
in December 1956, the friend 
who would identify his body 
two months later dropped by 
the author’s Connecticut 
home. “The best thing I can 
do in this depressed state,” 
George Sessions Perry told 
the visitor, “is either jump 
into the river and swim to the 
north pole or run into the 
woods until I drop.”

The 45-year-old basket-
case must have tried to do 
the former because it was in 
the river that flowed past his 
home that searchers finally 
found his remains.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Great Writer a Miserable Human Being

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Lately there have been 
some very large lawsuits from 
several media companies 
(newspaper, cinema, online 
news, social media and 

o t h e r s ) 
against sev-
eral high-
profile artifi-
cial intelli-
gence (AI) 
s y s t e m s . 
They claim 
that AI sys-
tems are 
using a 
tremendous 

amount of research and 
copyrighted materials from 
social media sites, web sites, 
news sites, hobbyist sites, 
and countless other types of 
sites without proper attribu-
tion or compensation.

The emergence of artifi-
cial intelligence as a primary 
source of knowledge presents 
a significant dilemma for the 
future of traditional websites. 
For three decades, the web 
has operated on a simple but 
effective exchange: creators 
produce valuable content, 
and users access it through 
search engines or direct 
visits, generating traffic that 
supports further creation 
through advertising, sub-
scriptions, or visibility.

This ecosystem allowed 
for diverse perspectives, 
funding models, and eco-
nomic sustainability for con-
tent producers. However, 
the increasing number of 
lawsuits against AI providers 
reveals that AI-powered 
systems are disrupting this 
model by harvesting vast 
amounts of web content to 
train AI systems which sub-
sequently provide direct 
answers to user queries. The 
inquirer never has to visit an 
actual website to get answers 

to their questions.
This shift threatens to 

undermine the very infra-
structure that enabled AI's 
development. When users 
receive instant answers from 
AI interfaces rather than 
clicking through to websites, 
traffic declines dramatically, 
jeopardizing the revenue 
models that support quality 
journalism, educational con-
tent, and specialized exper-
tise. The convenience of AI 
comes at the cost of trans-
parency—users often cannot 
discern the original sources 
of information, raising con-
cerns about attribution, con-
text, and the potential loss of 
perspective that human cre-
ators provide.

Many websites today have 
original copyrighted infor-
mation that is provided for a 
user to view and enjoy but 
not take and use themselves 
in their own original work.

For example, a person 
may ask an AI system to 
generate a poem about a 
particular topic. To do so, 
the AI system may pull from 
its database an actual copy-
righted poem. The AI user 
may not realize that and 
include that poem in some 
work being done thinking 
that it's not really anybody's 
individual work but rather 
the public domain creation 
of an AI system.

My understanding is that 
AI systems require the end 
user to agree and accept that 
they are responsible if they 
use anything that turns out 
to be copyrighted, rather 
than the AI system. The 
original author and copyright 
owner of that poem can go 
after the person who pub-
lished it (having gotten it 
from an AI system) for 
damages in violating the 

copyright on the poem. The 
liability issues could be very 
unpleasant and expensive for 
people who had no idea they 
were publishing the original 
copyrighted work of another 
person instead of the random 
output of an AI system.

Despite the use of AI 
systems by increasing num-
bers of people to get informa-
tion in lieu of visiting web-
sites, it may be that giving 
last rites to websites may be 
premature. While AI excels 
at summarizing existing 
information, human creators 
still provide original 
research, investigative 
reporting, and authentic 
experiences that machines 
cannot replicate.

The solution likely lies in 
a recalibrated relationship 
between AI systems and 
content creators – one that 
includes proper attribution, 
fair compensation mecha-
nisms, and transparent 
sourcing. The web may 
evolve rather than disappear, 
with websites potentially 
serving as verified knowledge 
repositories that feed AI 
systems while maintaining 
their role as destinations for 
those seeking deeper engage-
ment, community interac-
tion, and authoritative con-
tent.

I suspect that the various 
lawsuits will eventually lead 
to a more cooperative envi-
ronment between web infor-
mation providers and the AI 
models that want useful, 
accurate, and timely infor-
mation. An ongoing sustain-
able compensation system 
will no doubt be a key 
element in the settlement of 
these pending lawsuits. In a 
future post I will cover how 
that might work.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
The End of the Web?

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional
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TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
Your Vote, Your Texas: 

A Guide to the 2026 Election
By Suzanne Bellsnyder,

Texas Rural Reporter

Election Day is next 
Tuesday, November 3, and 

Texans have 
some impor-
tant deci-
sions to 
make.

W e ’ v e 
heard the 
c a m p a i g n 
s p e e c h e s , 
seen the ads, 
and watched 
the political 

arguments. But how much 
do we really know about the 
people asking for our votes? 
This week, instead of telling 
you what I think about the 
election, I want to introduce 
the candidates and explain 
the jobs they’re asking us to 
give them.

A party label tells us 
something about a candi-
date. It doesn’t tell us 
everything.

Here is a guide to the 
statewide races. It includes 
Republicans (R), Democrats 
(D), Libertarians (L), and 
Greens (G).

U.S. Senate

Texas elects one senator 
to a six-year term represent-
ing the state in Washington, 
D.C.

Ken Paxton (R): Texas 
attorney general since 2015 
and former state legislator. 
Known for challenging fed-
eral policies in court and 
emphasizing immigration 
enforcement and conserva-
tive social policies.

James Talarico (D):
State representative, former 
public school teacher and 
Presbyterian seminarian. 
Focuses on public education, 
healthcare affordability, and 
reducing political division.

Ted Brown (L): Libertar-
ian candidate advocating 
smaller federal government, 
individual liberty, and 
reduced federal spending.

Governor

The governor signs or 
vetoes legislation, makes 
appointments, and sets leg-
islative priorities.

Greg Abbott (R): Gover-
nor since 2015, previously 
attorney general and 
Supreme Court justice. Pri-
orities include border secu-
rity, school vouchers, tax 
relief, and economic devel-
opment.

Gina Hinojosa (D): State 
representative, attorney, and 
former Austin school board 
president. Focuses on public 
education, affordability, 
healthcare and government 
accountability.

Pat Dixon (L): Former 
Libertarian Party of Texas 
chair advocating limited 
government, individual 
rights, and less government 
regulation.

Lieutenant Governor

The lieutenant governor 
presides over the Texas 
Senate and has considerable 
influence over legislation.

Dan Patrick (R): Incum-
bent since 2015, former 
senator and radio broad-
caster. Priorities include 
property tax relief, conserva-
tive social policies, and edu-
cation choice.

Vikki Goodwin (D):
State representative with a 
background in real estate. 
Emphasizes public educa-
tion, affordability, and 
healthcare.

Anthony Cristo (L):

Libertarian candidate sup-
porting limited government 
and individual freedoms.

Kevin McCormick (G):
Green Party candidate offer-
ing an alternative to the two 
major parties.

Attorney General

Texas’ chief lawyer repre-
sents the state in legal 
disputes and enforces certain 
consumer protection laws.

Mayes Middleton (R):
State senator, former repre-
sentative and businessman. 
Emphasizes conservative 
constitutional positions and 
challenges to federal author-
ity.

Nathan Johnson (D):
State senator and attorney 
whose legislative work 
includes healthcare, insur-
ance, and government pol-
icy.

Tom Oxford (L): Liber-
tarian candidate advocating 
individual rights and limits 
on government power.

Comptroller

The comptroller collects 
state taxes, estimates rev-
enue, and administers the 
school voucher program.

Don Huffines (R): For-
mer state senator, business-
man, and current comptrol-
ler. Advocates tax reduction 
and fiscal conservatism.

Sarah Eckhardt (D):
State senator and former 
Travis County judge. 
Focuses on public finance, 
government services, and 
accountability.

V. Alonzo Echavarria-
Garza (L): Libertarian can-
didate seeking the state’s 
chief financial officer.

Shehla Faizi (G): Green 
Party candidate seeking to 
oversee state revenue and 
financial administration.

Land Commissioner

The General Land Office 
manages state lands, mineral 
interests, veterans’ programs, 
and disaster recovery respon-
sibilities.

Dawn Buckingham (R):
Incumbent commissioner, 
physician and former state 
senator.

Benjamin Flores (D):
Democratic nominee chal-
lenging Buckingham for 
management of Texas public 
lands.

Neill Snider (L): Liber-
tarian nominee seeking the 
land commissioner’s office.

Agriculture 
Commissioner

The department oversees 
agricultural programs, con-
sumer protections, weights 
and measures, and school 
nutrition programs.

Nate Sheets (R): Busi-
nessman and agricultural 
entrepreneur campaigning 
on agriculture and agency 
leadership.

Clayton Tucker (D):
Rancher and organizer 
emphasizing family farms, 
rural communities, and agri-
cultural policy.

Austin R. Kelly (L):
Libertarian candidate seek-
ing to lead the Agriculture 
Department.

Railroad 
Commissioner

Despite its name, the 
railroad commission regu-
lates oil, natural gas, pipe-
lines, and certain mining 
activities – not railroads.

Bo French (R): Former 
Tarrant County Republican 
Party chair campaigning on 

energy development and 
conservative regulatory poli-
cies.

Jon Rosenthal (D): State 
representative and engineer 
with experience in the 
energy industry.

Arthur DiBianca (L):
Libertarian candidate advo-
cating a limited-government 
approach to regulation.

Texas Supreme Court

This court decides the 
state’s civil cases, not crimi-
nal appeals.

Chief Justice: Jimmy 
Blacklock (R), incumbent 
chief justice and former 
Abbott legal adviser; Maggie 
Ellis (D), attorney and for-
mer judicial candidate.

Place 2: James P. Sullivan 
(R), incumbent justice; 
Chari Kelly (D), attorney 
and former judicial candi-
date.

Place 7: Kyle Hawkins 
(R), incumbent justice and 
former solicitor general; 
Kristen Hawkins (D), dis-
trict court judge.

Place 8: Brett Busby (R), 
incumbent justice and for-
mer appellate judge; Gisela 
D. Triana (D), former 
appellate justice.

Court of Criminal 
Appeals

Texas’ highest criminal 
court reviews criminal con-
victions and other criminal 
law questions.

Place 3: Thomas Smith 
(R), Okey Anyiam (D) and 
Mark Ash (L).

Place 4: Kevin Patrick 
Yeary (R), incumbent judge; 
Audra Riley (D).

Place 9: John Messinger 
(R) and Holly Taylor (D).

15th Court of Appeals

This statewide court han-
dles certain cases involving 
the state government and 
business disputes.

Chief Justice: Scott Bris-
ter (R), incumbent and for-
mer Texas Supreme Court 
justice; Jerry Zimmerer (D), 
appellate judge.

Place 2: Scott K. Field 
(R), incumbent appellate 
judge; Tom Baker (D), for-
mer appellate judge.

Place 3: April Farris (R), 
incumbent appellate judge; 
Marc M. Meyer (D).

Before You Vote

Texas also has certified 
write-in candidates. Their 
names do not appear among 
the printed ballot choices. 
Check the Secretary of 
State’s official list for those 
candidates and their qualifi-
cations.

I’ve written before about 
following the jockey, not the 
horse. Political parties mat-
ter, but so do the people 
wearing their labels.

Before you vote, consider 
each candidate’s experience, 
record, and understanding of 
the job. And remember, 
these people are applying to 
work for us.

Early voting ends Octo-
ber 30. Election Day is 
November 3.

Our voices and our votes 
belong to us.

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and 
publisher of the Hansford County 
Reporter-Statesman and Sherman 
County Gazette. A former Capitol 
staffer with decades of experience in 
Texas politics and policy, she now 
focuses on how state decisions shape 
rural life through her newspapers, 
including the Texas Rural Reporter. 
Subscribe at www.
TexasRuralReporter.Substack.com.
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The Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center (TFFC) has 
opened the Texas division of 
Wildlife Forever’s 2027 Fish 
Art Contest for entries. The 
Texas division of the contest 
will celebrate 20 years in 
2027 thanks to the vision of 
Mr. Richard M. (Dick) Hart, 
a conservation leader who 
helped bring the program to 
the state. Mr. Hart was a 
successful business and fam-
ily man with a passion for 
fishing, conservation, and 
TFFC.

It was Hart’s belief that 
educators are the key to 
encourage and inspire youth 
conservation education. To 
honor these educators, the 
national Richard M. Hart 
Educator of the Year Award 
was established in 2022. 
Educators across the nation 
can be nominated and recog-
nized for their impact and 
inspiration of future stewards 
of the outdoors.

The Fish Art Contest is 
accepting entries until Feb. 
28 as part of an international 
conservation education pro-
gram designed to foster 
youth interest in fish, fish-
eries, and fishing.

“The Fish Art contest is 
just one way we can help our 
students connect with the 
outdoors,” said Darrel Mal-
one, education and interpre-
tation coordinator at TFFC. 
“As they research their cho-
sen fish species and begin to 
learn about its habitat, they 
begin to find a personal 
connection to their fish. This 
connection can help inspire 
the future stewards of our 
natural resources. The Fish 
Art Contest is more than just 
drawing a fish; it is establish-
ing a bond with the out-

doors."
Contest participants must 

submit a completed online 
entry form and an original 
illustration of a fish from the 
curated freshwater and salt-
water lists available on the 
Texas Fish Art Contest 
webpage. Educators can use 
a group entry form to save 
time. Entry categories 
include kindergarten, grades 
1-3, 4-6, 7-9, and 10-12. 
Applicants in grades 4-12 are 
also required to submit a 
one-page creative writing 
piece. Students may submit 
only one entry per year. 
Entries must be in 2D format 
and scanned as digital sub-
missions only no later than 
Feb. 28.

The Texas Fish Art Con-
test’s Special Species Award 
showcases a focus species or 
set of species. In 2027, the 
species chosen is the Ameri-
can eel. Information on the 
American eel can be found 
on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s 
(TPWD) American eel fact 
sheet web page.

One winner will be cho-
sen from all entries and 
spotlighted at the TFFC. 
Students must correctly label 
their artwork and have the 
fish be identifiable as the 
correct focus species, but do 
not need to submit addi-
tional paperwork for consid-
eration.

Texas winners are 
awarded scholarship invest-
ment, featured in an exhibit 
at the TFFC, invited to a 
family fishing celebration to 
recognize their achievements 
and featured in TPWD’s 
Fish Art Contest Flickr 
album.

Additionally, winners will 

earn automatic entry to 
Wildlife Forever’s national 
contest. Texas students may 
choose to enter national 
specialty awards with fish not 
found in Texas; however, 
they will not be eligible for 
Texas state awards due to 
the one entry per student 
limit.

Educators who wish to 
have their students enter the 
2027 contest can find entry 
forms, rules, guidelines and 
more on the TFFC Fish Art 
Contest website.

The Fish Art Contest is 
sponsored nationally by 
Wildlife Forever, Bass Pro 
Shops, Rapala, U.S. Forest 
Service, Guy Harvey Ocean 
Foundation, Great Lake 
Fishery Commission, 
Yamaha Right Waters and 
the International Game and 
Fish Association. Statewide 
support is provided by the 
Friends of the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center.

Located in White Bear 
Lake, Minn., Wildlife For-
ever is a nonprofit, multi-
species conservation organi-
zation dedicated to conserv-
ing America’s wildlife her-
itage. Working at the grass-
roots level, Wildlife Forever 
has funded conservation 
projects in all 50 states, 
committing millions of dol-
lars to “on-the-ground” 
efforts. Wildlife Forever 
supports habitat restoration 
and enhancement, land 
acquisition, research and 
management of fish and 
wildlife populations.

For more information, 
visit the TFFC Texas Fish 
Art Contest website and the 
Texas Fish Art Program 
Facebook page.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE
2027 Youth Fish Art Contest Welcomes Entries

Sports

city’s water rates.
Nelson noted that the 

new ordinance sets the rule 
that starting in 2027, the city 
will only allow extensions on 
payment of the bill three 
times per year. It would 
increase base sewer rates for 
residences and commercial 
businesses by $2 each.

The proposed ordinance 
would increase trash service 
to $26.82 for residences with 
one container. The council 
stated that the cost is the 
rate that the city is charged 
by the provider with no 
additional fees.

Other fee proposals 

include water and sewer taps 
for new construction moving 
to $2,300 while the new 
customer deposit will remain 
$250. The charge to have 
water service restored after 
hours moves from $50 to 
$75.

It was stated that the rates 
were determined after cost 
research and polling of seven 
surrounding cities.

Nelson announced that a 
public hearing on the pro-
posed rate changes will be 
held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 12, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers of Point 
City Hall. All residents and 

water customers are invited 
to come and talk about the 
proposed changes.

At the conclusion of that 
November meeting, the 
council will consider adopt-
ing the new rates.

After the ordinance was 
read and discussed, no action 
was taken and the meeting 
adjourned.

The next regular meeting 
of the Point City Council 
will be held on Thursday, 
November 12, at the Point 
City Hall following the 
public hearing.

POINT
Continued from page 1

They appointed Clifann 
McCarley as the East 
Tawakoni Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Secre-
tary and Treasurer.

Mayor Harold Chandler 
was not present for the 
meeting.

The next regular meeting 
of the East Tawakoni City 
Council is scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 17, at 
7:00 p.m. in the council 
chambers of East Tawakoni 
City Hall.

ET
Continued from page 1

RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Lady Cat season ends in Commerce

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Arianna Philson bumps the ball over the block attempt during a match on October 
9. The Lady Cat season ended with a 3-1 district loss to the Commerce Lady Tigers on 
October 23. They finish the year at 2-10 in District 14-3A and 13-23 for the season.
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RAINS WILDCATS
VS.

COMMERCE TIGERS
Friday Night • 7:30 p.m. • Wildcat Stadium

Wildcat Cooper Combs (2) runs away from the angry Yellowjacket defender for more yards during the 56-33 district loss to Mineola on October 16 at Meredith Stadium.
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Recently I came across a 
news item that said a Califor-
nia-based company wants to 
put up to 50,000 mirrors in 
space to reflect sunlight to 

the earth for 
s e v e r a l 
projects. At 
first, I 
thought it 
must be an 
urban leg-
end, it 
sounded so 
bizarre.

But yes, 
Reflect Orbital’s goal is to 
ultimately deploy up to 
50,000 mirror-equipped 
satellites in sun-synchronous 
orbits about 500 kilometers 
above the earth. Each satel-
lite will have a lightweight 
flat mirrored surface that is a 
60 by 60-feet square. For 
comparison, about two of the 
mirrored surfaces could fit 
flat in an average single 
family home lot.

If all 50,000 mirrors were 
laid on the ground and 
pushed together (no gaps), 
they would occupy just over 
one-fourth of the total land 
area of Manhattan Island in 
New York City. Put another 
way, the total area is about 
five times as large as Central 
Park in NYC. At about 12 
mirrors per acre, it would 
have a total area of  4,132 
acres. But the mirrors will be 
spaced out overhead in orbit, 
to hopefully avoid collisions.

They claim that these 
mirrors could be rented for 
rescue operations, various  
uses at night, to replace 
streetlights, and extend the 
time that solar arrays on 
earth could generate power.

Every science-based site I 
found which addressed the 
feasibility of the project 
stated it is not feasible for 
many reasons. Several sites 
claimed there is not enough 
concentrated light to affect 
solar arrays in any meaning-
ful way.

I found that amazingly, 

this idea is not new. Russia 
tested the “mirrors in space” 
premise in the 1990s. Project 
Znamya (Russian for “Ban-
ner”) attempted on a small 
prototype scale to do what 
Reflect Orbital wants to do.

Znamya 2 was launched in 
1993 with a 20-meter reflec-
tor. The space-deployment 
part worked. Then Znamya 
2.5 was launched in 1999 
with a 25-meter reflector. 
Unfortunately, a malfunc-
tion in the mechanism led to 
failure of that attempt and 
loss of the satellite. Znamya 
3 was to follow, (proposed 
60–70 meter reflector) but 
was never built. The project 
was abandoned due to cost, 
environmental concerns, 
technical risks, and shifting 
post-Soviet priorities.

My take on this project is 
that this was tried once, 
showing that it works techni-
cally on a small scale, but 
was eventually abandoned 
before going large-scale. 
About three decades later, 
someone else is trying again 
with vastly larger scale 
claims.

This newly planned 
project goes beyond theoret-
ical, however. The company 
has millions in seed money 
and has applied for FCC 
permits to launch their 
initial satellites soon.

Those opposing the 
project include Dark Sky 
International, many scien-
tists, engineers, environmen-
talists, wildlife experts, and 
astronomers, just to name a 
few.

Some of the objections 
include the likelihood that 
scattered light from mirrors 
not directly aimed at a given 
location would raise night-
sky brightness by 1-10% over 
broad regions, disrupting 
astronomical observations.

Others insist that ecologi-
cal disruption could result 
for nocturnal animals every-
where on earth. It is claimed 
that artificial night lighting is 

already a driver of insect 
decline. Adding moving 
orbital lights would com-
pound this.

Reflect Orbital claims 
that they can turn on and off 
the reflectivity by adjusting 
the reflectors. Will that be 
good enough?

Perhaps the most serious 
risk is Kessler syndrome 
(named after NASA scien-
tist Donald J. Kessler, who 
proposed it in 1978) which 
states that two objects collid-
ing in space can start a chain 
reaction of many objects 
subsequently colliding.

A reasonable analogy 
could be like an initial 
two-car accident on a busy 
freeway. It could quickly lead 
to a 100-car pileup behind it 
in certain conditions. It’s 
essentially a cosmic domino 
effect with serious implica-
tions for satellites, space-
craft, and future space explo-
ration. Hollywood demon-
strated this in their 2013 
movie, “Gravity.”

Then there are regulatory 
hurdles that could involve 
many interested parties and 
rules involving NASA, 
SpaceX, the FCC, the ITU, 
ESA, EU SST, and NEPA 
regulations to name a few; all 
of this could stretch the 
project out over decades and 
costs to astronomical levels 
until it is finally abandoned 
like Project Znamya.

It will be interesting to see 
where this project goes in the 
future, and whether it will 
become the twenty-first cen-
tury version of Project 
Znamya with a similar end-
ing.

This saga reminds me of 
the four most dangerous 
words in the world of invest-
ing: “It’s different this time.” 
The question is, will it really 
be, or is this merely Project 
Znamya, US version? Time 
will tell.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Mirrors in space

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional
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Dear Savvy Senior,
My 78-year-old father has 

lived alone since my mother 
passed away 
two years ago. 
He insists he’s 
fine, but I can 
tell he spends 
most of his 
time by him-
self and seems 
increasingly 
lonely and 
wi thdrawn. 

What can I do to help him, and 
are there any resources that 
could support him?

– Worried Son

Dear Worried,
You’re right to pay atten-

tion to this. The loss of a 
spouse often leads to 
increased isolation in older 
adults, even when they insist 
they’re fine. But long 
stretches without meaning-
ful contact can take a real 
toll on both emotional and 
physical health.

Public health research 
shows that about one in 
three adults age 50 and older 
reports feeling lonely at 
times, and those who live 
alone are at higher risk for 
social isolation. But loneli-
ness isn’t always easy to spot, 
especially in older adults who 
live alone.

The good news is there 
are practical ways to help 
your father reconnect, along 
with programs and services 
designed specifically for 
older adults living alone.

What you can do

Focus less on big changes 
and more on steady, pre-
dictable contact. A short call 
every few days, a standing 
weekly meal or coffee, or a 
regular shared errand gives 
him something to count on. 
Consistency matters more 
than length or intensity.

Even if you’re not espe-
cially close, or don’t live 
nearby, steady contact can 
still make a difference. Tech-
nology can help bridge the 

distance through simple 
routines like weekly video 
calls, text check-ins, shared 
family schedules or photo 
threads. The goal isn’t con-
stant communication, but 
fewer long stretches where 
isolation can quietly take 
hold.

It also helps to widen his 
circle in practical ways. 
Siblings, grandchildren, 
neighbors and longtime 
friends can all play a role. 
Even brief calls, occasional 
visits or shared meals can 
slowly rebuild connection. 
Familiarity and repetition 
matter more than effort or 
duration.

Encourage activity

Staying active can help 
reduce isolation. Many com-
munities offer exercise 
classes, hobby groups, 
church activities, volunteer 
opportunities and lifelong 
learning programs. The best 
fit depends on personality 
and whether your father 
prefers group settings or 
smaller, low-key interac-
tions.

If transportation is a chal-
lenge, helping arrange rides 
or connecting him with local 
services can make participa-
tion more realistic. Just as 
important is a sense of pur-
pose. Volunteering, garden-
ing, pet care, time with 
grandchildren, helping 
neighbors or mentoring oth-
ers can all add structure, 
meaning and a reason to stay 
engaged.

Available programs

There are several well-
established programs that 
can help reduce isolation 
among older adults.

A good place to start is 
the Eldercare Locator at 
800-677-1116 or eldercare.
acl.gov, which connects fam-
ilies to local Area Agencies 
on Aging that can help 
arrange services like meals, 
transportation, home visits 
and social programs.

Meals on Wheels Amer-
ica delivers home meals and 
often includes brief daily 
check-ins from volunteers, 
offering both nutrition and a 
bit of regular human contact.

AmeriCorps Seniors 
(americorps.gov) runs the 
Senior Companion Program, 
where trained volunteers 
provide regular visits, con-
versation and light assis-
tance, depending on what’s 
available locally.

For phone-based connec-
tion, the Institute on Aging 
Friendship Line (ioaging.org/
friendship-line) offers 24/7 
support and scheduled 
check-in calls for older 
adults living alone, while 
DOROT Caring Calls (doro-
tusa.org/programs/caring-
calls) pairs seniors with vol-
unteers for weekly conversa-
tions based on shared inter-
ests.

Local senior centers are 
also a strong resource, offer-
ing meals, classes, group 
activities and transportation 
in many communities. 
Libraries, churches and com-
munity organizations can 
provide additional low-
pressure ways to stay con-
nected.

Signs to watch

Loneliness can overlap 
with depression. If you 
notice changes such as poor 
sleep, loss of interest in usual 
activities, irritability, confu-
sion or neglect of personal 
care, it may be time to 
involve his doctor. These 
issues are common and treat-
able.

In the end, the goal is 
simply to help your father 
stay connected and reduce 
isolation. Start small, stay 
consistent, and those simple 
touchpoints can add up to a 
more connected and mean-
ingful daily life.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIOR
Helping an Older Parent

Cope with Loneliness

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

Women’s Service Club
The Women’s Service 

Club had their monthly 
meeting on May 11 at the 
Rose Community Center at 
6:00 p.m. The meeting was 
called to order and the 
pledge of allegiance and 
prayer were brought by 
Mona. Refreshments of pasta 
salad, meatballs and a dessert 
of angel food cake with fresh 
strawberries were served to 
the members. The hostesses 
of the May meeting were 
Robin and Suzanne. The 
minutes and financial reports 
were approved. The Rose 
needs a few repairs, which 
will be done May 12-May 15. 
Some of the flooring needs 

replacing at the back entry.
At the end of the meeting, 

there was an activity for 
everyone to participate in 
called Roses, Thorns, Buds. 
The activity required each 
member to share: Roses – a 
blessing, success, funny 
moment, happy time, 
accomplishment or some-
thing they were thankful for; 
Thorns – A challenge or 
difficulty, something stress-
ful, frustrating or not going 
well. Buds – Something the 
person is looking forward to, 
a new idea, opportunity or 
goal, or something with 
potential that is still develop-
ing.

It was hard to share 
Thorns with others, but 
sharing Roses and Buds was 
easy. It was a blessing to 
listen to all the blessings and 
dreams of others.

The WSC hopes all the 
mothers or mother figures 
had a wonderful day on 
Sunday, Mother’s Day.

The next meeting will be 
June 8, at 6:00 p.m., at the 
Rose Community Center. 
Come join the club and all 
members are asked to bring a 
friend.

Reported by
Jeannine Hayes

by Bartee Haile
Billy Dixon and his four 

surviving companions waited 
for help on Sep. 13, 1874 or 
the return of an Indian war 
party, whichever came first.

For the 
second time 
in three 
months, the 
23 year old 
West Vir-
ginian was 
up to his 
ears in hos-
tiles. Buffalo 
not frontier 

notoriety was Dixon’s game, 
but he had an uncanny 
knack of winding up in 
death-defying dilemmas.

By the winter of 1874, the 
northern tip of Texas was 
swarming with buffalo 
hunters eager to collect the 
four-dollar bounty for every 
shaggy hide. Old Adobe 
Walls, site of a fierce fight 
with five tribes a decade 
earlier, sprang to life with a 
general store, blacksmith 
shop and saloon.

This alarming activity 
attracted the attention of 
Quanah Parker, the Qua-
hadi Comanche war chief 
who grasped the strategic 
significance of the High 
Plains. If the white intruders 
were not evicted immedi-
ately, it was only a matter of 
time until the prize hunting 
grounds were lost forever.

Parker rallied the same 
affiliated bands that had 
driven a Kit Carson-led 
column back to New Mexico 
in 1864. To boost the braves’ 
morale, the clever chief 
supplied them with a “bullet-
proof” war paint recently 
perfected by his medicine 
man.

At the crack of dawn on 
Jun. 27, 1874, seven hun-
dred Indians struck Adobe 
Walls intent on slaughtering 
the hated hunters in their 
sleep. But most of the 29 
transients had been up for 
hours fixing a roof that 
collapsed during the night. 
Volleys from their 50-caliber 
Sharps repelled the attack 

and held their own casualties 
to three men trapped in a 
wagon.

Rather than risk a second 
all-out assault, the Indians 
resorted to hit-and-run raids 
for the next two days. Supe-
rior firepower and abundant 
ammunition enabled the 
prairie marksmen to keep 
them at bay without suffer-
ing so much as a scratch.

During a lull in the siege, 
Billy Dixon fired the most 
amazing shot in the annals of 
the Old West. He aimed his 
“Big 50” at a human target 
on a distant bluff, squeezed 
off a round and was as 
surprised as everybody else 
when the bullet hit the mark. 
The fantastic feat later 
measured 1,538 yards -- 
nearly nine-tenths of a mile.

The outgunned Indians 
departed a couple of days 
later and took out their 
frustration on innocent set-
tlers across New Mexico, 
Kansas, Colorado and west-
ern Texas. Meanwhile, the 
coincidental comrades at 
Adobe Walls, including a 
dandy named Bat Masterson, 
went their separate ways.

Running low on hard cash 
two and a half months later, 
Dixon agreed to blaze a trail 
across the Panhandle for an 
army expedition. From a 
camp southeast of modern 
Pampa, he set out on Sep. 11 
with fellow scout Amos 
Chapman and four troopers 
to deliver dispatches to a fort 
in the Indian Territory.

Shortly after sunrise the 
next morning, a war party of 
125 Comanches and Kiowas 
came upon the tiny contin-
gent a few miles south of the 
Washita River. Scanning the 
flat terrain for cover, the 
whites retreated to a depres-
sion called Buffalo Wallow, 
where passing bison fre-
quently frolicked in the soft 
soil.

The Indians concentrated 
their fire on the horse tender 
killing him on the first pass. 
The animals scattered to the 
four winds with the entire 
supply of food and water.

The battle raged into the 
afternoon as wave after wave 
of warriors pressed the 
attack. Careful not to waste 
a single precious bullet, 
Dixon and his comrades held 
their own while sustaining at 
least one wound apiece.

Realizing their most effec-
tive weapon was thirst, the 
Indians patiently withdrew 
to allow nature to take its 
agonizing course. Sooner or 
later the whites would make 
a break for water, and that 
would be the end of them.

But nothing is more 
unpredictable than West 
Texas weather. Storm clouds 
appeared from out of 
nowhere and drenched the 
battlefield with a heavy 
downpour. In a matter of 
minutes, water was ankle-
deep in the wallow, and the 
parched defenders drank 
their fill.

The lightly clothed Indi-
ans shivered in the cold rain. 
Deciding five sharp-shooting 
trespassers were not worth 
catching their death, the 
warriors moved on after dark 
in search of easier prey.

Without any means of 
transportation, Dixon and 
his men had no choice but to 
wait for rescue. They cleaned 
their wounds and tried not to 
think about food.

Seventy-two hungry hours 
later, help finally came. 
Except for the soldier slain 
while holding the horses, the 
rest had survived the har-
rowing ordeal.

For their trouble as well as 
their heroism, the five sur-
vivors were awarded the 
Medal of Honor. The 
nation’s most coveted com-
bat citation was presented to 
Billy Dixon in a ceremony at 
Adobe Walls.

Dixon defied the odds 
dying in bed of pneumonia in 
1913. He was later reburied 
at the site he made famous -- 
Adobe Walls.

Bartee Haile welcomes your 
comments and questions at 
barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 
77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
The Luckiest Buffalo Hunter

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
State has record number of registered voters

With early voting ending 
Friday, Oct. 30, Texas Secre-
tary of State Robert Howden 
announced the state has 19 
million registered voters — a 
record number ahead of the 

Nov. 3 elec-
tion.

“ T e x a s 
continues to 
see strong 
voter regis-
tration num-
bers, and we 
want every 
e l i g i b l e 
Texan to be 

prepared to participate in the 
upcoming election,” Howden 
said.

As of Friday, Oct. 23, 
more than 2.7 million Tex-
ans had voted early, and the 
final early voting tally 
appears likely to set a record.

Voters who did not cast 
early ballots can find their 
polling place for the Nov. 3 
election by visiting votetexas.
gov, a nonpartisan site oper-
ated by the secretary of 
state’s office.

Abbott, Hinojosa trade 
jabs in tight governor’s race

Gov. Greg Abbott, seek-
ing an unprecedented fourth 
term, told Republican voters 
that the state faces a choice 
between “common sense and 
crazy” in a race that appears 
far closer than originally 
expected, The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported. He faces 
Democrat Gina Hinojosa, an 
Austin state representative.

Hinojosa responded that 
Abbott is using culture wars 
to distract from his record on 
school vouchers, data centers 
and property taxes.

“After 12 years, Texans 
are ready for a governor who 
will put the people – not 
billionaires – first,” she said 
in a statement. She 
announced last week that 
she has sued Abbott seeking 
the release of unredacted 
emails between the gover-
nor’s office and billionaire 
Elon Musk, who is spending 
heavily on behalf of GOP 
candidates in Texas.

Is it now Talarico vs. 
Musk in Senate race?

Senate candidate James 
Talarico, the Democratic 
nominee, faces record spend-
ing by Musk, who has already 
spent $150 million support-
ing Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton, the Republican 

nominee. Musk — who has 
received millions in state 
contracts and tax incentives 
for his companies, including 
SpaceX and Tesla, both with 
headquarters in Texas — has 
been active on social media, 
attacking Talarico. Musk has 
called Talarico a “creep” who 
“hates Texas,” according to 
the Houston Chronicle.

Talarico has vowed to 
take on billionaires in his 
campaign and pushed back 
against Musk in speeches last 
week.

“In all likelihood, if you 
have seen an attack ad on 
your TV, that was Elon,” 
Talarico said last week. “If 
you’ve gotten lies in your 
mailbox, that was Elon. If 
you’ve received a text mes-
sage saying scary things about 
me, that was Elon, too. Ken 
Paxton is funded by one 
dude.”

Most polls show Talarico 
with a slight lead, generally 
within the margin of error. 
Texas has not elected a 
Democrat to a statewide 
office since 1994.

State still processing 
data center permits

Despite Abbott’s order 
last month to pause data 
center projects in Texas, 
state regulators are still pro-
cessing permits, the Texas 
Standard reported. On Sept. 
21, Abbott directed the 
Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality to “halt 
all permits sought by data 
centers.”

However, the oil and gas 
watchdog group Frac 
Tracker, along with Public 
Citizen, identified 35 permit-
ting actions taken by TCEQ 
since that order was given.

“TCEQ has continued 
reviewing applications and 
issuing approvals that allow 
data center development to 
proceed,” the groups said. 
“These actions do not signal 
an agency trying to pause.”

Abbott’s press secretary 
Andrew Mahaleris said the 
pause applies to approval, 
not processing, of permits.

“No permits have been 
approved,” he said in a 
statement. “In line with the 
governor’s directive, TCEQ 
has not taken and will not 
take any proactive actions 
related to the approval of 
data center permits.”

Since the directive from 

Abbott, the TCEQ has 
fast-tracked or assigned engi-
neers to 14 permits, approved 
stormwater coverage for 11, 
certified emissions estimates 
for seven, and issued public 
notices for three, according 
to permitting documents 
collected by the watchdog 
groups

“We need an actual pause 
to study the threats posed to 
the land, water and liveli-
hoods of Texans,” Sam Law, 
author of the report, said.

Voucher spending
on private schools kept 

secret

State Comptroller Don 
Huffines has refused to 
answer public information 
requests about how millions 
of dollars in state funds have 
been distributed to private 
schools and vendors under 
the $1 billion school voucher 
program, the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman reported.

Huffines’ office has said 
concerns about student pri-
vacy and the state’s history of 
not providing information on 
private schools justify keep-
ing the voucher spending 
secret.

The comptroller’s office 
released a list of more than 
2,700 schools approved to 
participate in the voucher 
program and a list of nearly 
2,200 approved vendors, but 
it did not disclose how much 
money each has received. 
The office said that releasing 
the amount of money spent 
could be considered a stu-
dent record used to identify 
an individual student, which 
is prohibited by federal law. 

“We’ve tried to take a 
conservative approach,” the 
comptroller’s office said. 
“When something’s out, you 
can’t take it back.”

His Democratic opponent, 
state Sen. Sarah Eckhardt, 
D-Austin, has vowed to 
audit the program if elected.

“If we really, really, really 
think vouchers are going to 
improve the educational out-
come of the children who get 
them, then we need trans-
parency and honesty about 
it,” Eckhardt said.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
Five Political Fights Rural Texans Should Watch
By Suzanne 
Bellsnyder,

Texas Rural Reporter

Rural Texas has long been 
treated as settled red terri-
tory. Republicans count on 
our votes. Democrats try to 
get to know us during elec-
tion years. And neither party 
expects rural loyalties to 
shift.

That assumption deserves 
another look in 2026. Rural 
Texas is not turning blue, 
but several issues no longer 
fit neatly inside party lines: 
vouchers, industrial develop-
ment, affordability and 
corporate power.

Here are five political 
fights rural Texans should 
watch.

The Politics of Data 
Centers

Data centers have become 
a test of rural political 
power—a fight over water, 
electricity, land, tax incen-
tives and local control. A 
Texas Politics Project poll 
found 62 percent of rural 
Texans oppose a data center 
in their community, and 
residents are packing hear-
ings to demand trans-
parency.

Gov. Greg Abbott, long a 
data-center booster, is shift-
ing under pressure. He now 
backs infrastructure cost-
sharing, water reuse, an end 
to some tax breaks and even 
a ban on data centers in 
“rural Texas neighbor-
hoods.”

Without a special session, 
the Legislature cannot act 
until January 2027. Will 
local communities get a real 
voice before these projects 
rise beside our homes, farms 
and schools?

Democrats Courting 
Rural Voters

We can see that effort at 
the party convention, where 
Democrats spoke directly to 
rural voters; in agriculture 
commissioner nominee Clay-
ton Tucker’s campaign 
against irresponsible data 
centers; and in gubernatorial 
nominee Gina Hinojosa’s 
appeal to rural public schools 
with her Team Texas Public 
School initiative to fight 
school closures, advocate for 
better funding, and protect 

rural public schools. James 
Talarico is also taking his 
Senate campaign into rural 
communities statewide 
Democrats often skip.

Democrats have recruited 
candidates for every state 
House seat and every race on 
the ballot, including rural 
districts where they have not 
had the numbers to compete. 
That is different from Beto 
O’Rourke’s 2018 run. Beto 
took one campaign into all 
254 counties. This time, 
Democrats are building a 
strategy from the top of the 
ticket to the bottom.

The U.S. Senate 
Race—Paxton vs. 

Talarico

This race tests party 
loyalty against character. 
Paxton offers a familiar 
conservative identity: com-
bative, Trump-aligned and 
eager to confront Democrats 
and the federal government. 
Talarico is building his 
campaign around faith, pub-
lic education, working fami-
lies and corruption.

Talarico does not need to 
win rural Texas. He needs to 
lose it by less. But rural 
voters will weigh his posi-
tions on abortion, guns, 
immigration and energy, not 
just his language on faith and 
schools.

In 2018, Beto came within 
214,921 votes of beating Ted 
Cruz, and Democrats flipped 
12 Texas House seats despite 
contesting only 130 of 150 
districts. History may not 
repeat itself, but rural mar-
gins matter.

Texas’ Extra Billions

Texans are being offered 
competing ideas for the 
state’s cash reserves. The 
rainy-day fund has hit its 
$26.5 billion cap, with earn-
ings expected to push it 
toward $28.5 billion by the 
end of fiscal 2027. Because it 
is capped, additional oil-and-
gas revenue now flows into 
general revenue—the same 
surplus Abbott says will fund 
his plan.

Hinojosa wants to draw 
$17 billion from the fund for 
a one-time $1,500 payment 
to every household. Abbott 
wants to eliminate school 
property taxes on home-
steads using the ongoing 
surplus. A third option is to 
spend it on schools, water, 
roads, rural hospitals and the 

electric grid.
The difference matters. 

Hinojosa’s plan helps fami-
lies once. Abbott’s promises 
longer-term relief, but only if 
the surplus keeps flowing. 
The third never arrives as a 
check or lower bill, but it 
could keep local govern-
ments from shifting 
neglected costs onto taxpay-
ers. Rural Texans should ask 
who gets the money—and 
what happens when it is 
gone.

Republican Fault 
Lines

A fault line is opening 
inside Republican Texas. It 
starts with Cornyn primary 
voters unsure they can sup-
port Paxton in November. 
For some, it is a values 
question, not a policy one.

Trump still has strong 
support among Texas 
Republicans, but approval 
drops on government spend-
ing, inflation and ethics. 
Among independents, oppo-
sition is stronger. The ques-
tion is not whether these 
voters become Democrats. It 
is whether they are enthusi-
astic enough to show up.

The split is also visible 
among Republican leaders. 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Sid Miller is pressing Abbott 
to call a special session and 
pause data-center growth, 
exposing the divide between 
leaders focused on corporate 
development and rural con-
servatives asking who pays 
the price.

Small-government con-
servatives are watching 
Austin direct local schools, 
limit local decisions and pick 
business winners as spending 
and centralized power grow. 
Rural women, county leaders 
and public-school parents 
experience the failures 
d i r e c t l y — u n d e r s t a f f e d 
schools, struggling hospitals 
and responsibilities without 
the resources to meet them.

These voters are not ready 
to become Democrats. But 
they are no longer all moving 
in the same Republican 
direction.
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Cyclospora!

The Cyclospora outbreak 
has many people wondering 
what they should do with 
lettuce and other types of 
fresh produce. According to 
the Centers for Disease 

Control and 
Prevention 
( C D C ) , 
investigation 
of the cur-
rent nation-
wide out-
break is 
ongoing. Ice-
berg lettuce 
grown in 
Mexico is 

believed to be a primary 
source of the outbreak. 
Another outbreak in North 
Carolina has recently been 
reported but the source of 
the contaminated produce 
has yet to be confirmed.

What is Cyclospora?

Cyclospora is a parasite 
spread by consuming food or 
water contaminated with 
human feces. According to 
the CDC, if someone con-
sumes food or water contam-
inated with Cyclospora, ill-
ness (called cyclosporiasis) 
can appear anywhere from 2 
to 14 days or even longer. 
Symptoms of cyclosporiasis 
vary from person to person 
and can include stomach 
cramps, watery diarrhea, 
frequent bowel movements, 
loss of appetite, low-grade 
fever, and headache. People 
infected with Cyclospora may 
experience symptoms, begin 
to feel better, then often 
experience symptoms again. 

Cyclosporiasis is treatable 
with the correct antibiotics.

Outbreaks of cyclosporia-
sis are not uncommon and 
often peak during the sum-
mer months. They typically 
involve fresh produce such 
as lettuce, basil, cilantro, 
parsley, and berries.

Preventing Cyclospora 
at home

How can consumers 
reduce their risk of becoming 
infected with Cyclospora? 
Jenna Anding, PhD, RDN, 
Professor and Extension 
Specialist with Texas 
AandM AgriLife Extension 
Service offers the following 
tips:

Do not eat any produce 
that has been recalled. A 
current list of recalled items 
can be found on the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion website: https://www.fda.
gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-
illness/investigation-9-state-
outbreak-cyclospora-illnesses-
iceberg-lettuce-july-2026

Consider avoiding the use 
of bagged salads and other 
leafy greens until the source 
of the outbreak is confirmed. 
Instead, select whole heads 
of lettuce, peel off the outer 
leaves, and wash thoroughly.

Always begin food prepa-
ration with clean hands. 
Wash hands for 20 seconds 
with soap and warm water. It 
is especially important to 
wash hands after using the 
restroom.

Wash produce under cool, 
running water before peel-
ing, cutting, or eating. For 

produce with a firm and/or 
textured peel, use a clean 
vegetable brush and scrub 
under running water. Cut 
away any damaged areas on 
the produce before eating or 
cooking. This includes leafy 
greens, herbs such as cilantro 
or parsley, and other fresh 
produce.

Prevent cross-
contamination by separating 
fresh produce from other raw 
foods; use clean utensils, 
cutting boards.

Individuals who are very 
young, elderly, pregnant, or 
have a weakened immune 
system may want to consider 
avoiding raw fruits, vegeta-
bles, and herbs for the time 
being. However, cooking 
produce to a minimum 
temperature of 158 degrees 
can kill the parasite.

Washing can remove 
some, but not all of the 
Cyclospora that might con-
taminate fresh produce. The 
CDC cautions that 
Cyclospora parasites are resis-
tant to chlorine-based sani-
tizers; the use of bleach or 
soap to rinse produce is not 
advised.

For more information 
about Cyclospora, visit the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion at https://www.fda.gov/
food/foodborne-pathogens/
cyclospora.

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact me, 
(903) 473-4580 or email 
Sarah.Latham@ag.tamu.edu. 
To view upcoming events or 
additional information, 
please follow Rains County 

SARAH LATHAM
Rains County
AgriLife Agent

Free Hot Dogs & 
Beans Oct. 28

Thursday, Oct. 28, at 7 
p.m. Dr. James Hogan, DDS, 
our Republican candidate for 
Congressional District One, 
will be at the Rains County 
Rose Community Center in 
Emory. Dr. Hogan wishes to 
personally inform you on the 
congressional issues for our 
district and offer his solu-
tions. In conclusion, Dr. 
Hogan will answer any 
questions you ask.

This gathering is spon-
sored by the Rains County 
Republican Party.

Be sure to come and 
remember free hot dogs and 
beans.

County-State Tax 
Valuation $387,238

Deputy tax collector Mrs. 
Flossie Stuart reported the 
following tax valuations: 
County, $200,133.01; State, 
$187,105.32; Total: 
$387,238.33.

Ninety percent is 
expected to be collected as 
follows: County, 
$180,127.00; and State 
$162,400.63; for a total of 
$342,527.63. Taxpayers may 
receive 3% discount for 
October, 2% discount for 
November and 1% discount 
for December.

Commissioners Court

A special session was 
called for 2 p.m. Friday of the 
Rains County Commission-
ers’ Court.

Commissioners-elect Fen-
ter and Luckett were on 
hand to discuss the service 
centers that are being 
planned for each commis-
sioner.

The subject of the land 
being considered for a new 
jail was passed over because 
Commissioner Daugherty 
and Northcutt were absent.

The only action taken was 
to transfer $10,000 from the 
General Fund to the Salary 
Fund. Commissioners Kirk-
patrick & House, with the 
Judge voting, passed this.

Judge Johnston said he 
didn’t know if another spe-
cial session would be called 
before the regular meeting 
Nov. 8th.

The judge said he had 
called the docket for county 
court for Oct. 28th for the 
disposition of 60 cases.

Exhibition to Be Held 
at School Library

On Oct. 28 thru Nov. 1, 

“A Texas Photograph 
Album,” a Bicentennial 
exhibition, will be on display 
at the Rains High School 
Library during the hours of 8 
a.m. until 3:30 p.m. on the 
days of Oct. 28-29. Open 
House will be Oct. 31st from 
2 to 4 p.m. in the library.

“A Texas Photograph 
Album” is one of a series of 
twelve traveling exhibitions 
made possible by a grant 
from the Moody Foundation 
of Galveston to the Human-
ities Research Center of The 
University of Texas at 
Austin. The Moody Bicen-
tennial Humanities Exhibi-
tions have been created from 
materials drawn from the 
extensive collections of the 
Humanities Research Cen-
ter, and they will travel 
throughout the State of 
Texas during 1976 and 1977 
in conjunction with the 
National Bicentennial Cele-
bration. The album is a 
selected record of the lives of 
Texans from 1870 to 1930, 
the period which saw the 
closing of the frontiers and 
the arrival of the state in the 
20th century with the urban 
bustle, the birth of mechani-
cal sophistication, and the 
irrepressible energy which 
have characterized our cen-
tury.

Rains High School
Ag. Co-Op

Agriculture Cooperative 
part-time training is one of 
the programs that some of 
the students at Rains High 
School choose to take. These 
students have usually com-
pleted two years of Voc. Ag. 
and are juniors or seniors. 
Basic requirement for co-op 
is a desire to work and being 
16 years of age. Students are 
enrolled in regular courses 
besides a one hour classroom 
in Ag. Co-Op. Part of the 
school day they work for 
wages and training at various 
work stations around the 
community.

Examples of work stations 
are dairies, produce farming 
and handling, ranching, ag. 
mechanics, swine operations, 
vet assistants and many 
others. Pictured are just 
three of our present co-op 
students. They are Raymond 
Foreman, Tony Pennebaker 
and Lloyd Brumit.

Raymond, son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Charles Foreman, 
works at A. W. Steed’s 
Tractor Sales & Service. He 
receives training in all phases 
of tractor repair and mainte-

nance. He comes in contact 
with customers, parts sales 
and general work that makes 
for a complete tractor dealer-
ship and service center. 
When asked what he thinks 
of Ag. Co-Op, he replied, “I 
think it is great to be able to 
work and learn something at 
the same time.”

Tony Pennebaker works 
at Roy Don & Kenneth 
Shipp’s dairy. He is the son 
of Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Pennebaker. Tony is a mem-
ber of the Rains High School 
football team, therefore he 
works early in the morning at 
the dairy. Tony learns all 
aspects of the dairy business 
from actual milking proce-
dures to rations, proper 
health care & sanitation 
practices. Tony says one of 
the most important things he 
has learned is job responsibil-
ity. He says, “Some mornings 
it would be a lot easier to lay 
there and sleep than to get 
up and go milk, but I like 
that money.”

Lloyd Brumit is the son of 
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Brumit Sr. 
He works at Piggly Wiggly in 
the fresh meat & vegetable 
area. Lloyd learns all there is 
about handling, displaying, 
selling & customer relations 
while there on the job. He 
also knows that food market-
ing is big business & will 
always be in demand. Lloyd 
says about Ag. Co-Op, “I bet 
I can find a good job with the 
training I’ve gotten as soon 
as I graduate.”

Rains Voc. Ag. 
Students Show at 

State Fair

Danny Huddleston & 
Kenneth Kirkpatrick showed 
their Milking Shorthorn 
dairy animals at the State 
Fair of Texas. Danny won 
every division he showed in 
and took Grand Champion 
honors in both dairy bull and 
dairy cow. Kenneth took a 
1st place and Danny also 
took all the Reserve Cham-
pion honors. Danny Huddle-
ston has one of the best 
Milking Shorthorn herds 
anywhere around and has 
proved it in Lubbock, Albu-
querque and Dallas so far 
this year where they have 
won over $3,000 in premi-
ums. Danny was assisted by 
Tony Hayes who showed 
several head for him along 
with helping groom, feed and 
care for the show string. This 
was Tony’s first major show 
and he is realizing how much 
hard work it takes.

Thursday, October 28, 1976

50 years ago this week
Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives
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by Bartee Haile
The main source for this 

special Halloween column is 
“Ghosts of East Texas and 
The Pineywoods” by Mitchel 
Whitington. Fourteen of the 

40 or so 
short chap-
ters and 
vignettes in 
this 2005 
book come 
from Jeffer-
son, the old 
r i v e r p o r t 
t u r n e d 
tourist mag-

net a short distance from the 
Louisiana line in the north-
eastern corner of Texas. 
That stands to reason since 
the town first made famous 
by the 1870’s “Diamond 
Bessie” murder case (the 
subject of the opening chap-
ter in my book Murder Most 
Texan) is where the author 
lived for a time.

Jefferson may well be 
“ghost central” for the Lone 
Star State. The historic 
hotels which date back to 
the nineteenth century, 
fairly teem with spirits that 
are kept alive – no pun 
intended! – by local folklore 
and imaginative word-of-
mouth.

On his first trip to Jeffer-
son in the 1990’s, Whiting-
ton and his wife stayed at the 
famed Excelsior House. In 
preparation for the visit, he 
read a 20-year-old article in 
the Marshall newspaper that 
described a male apparition 
that materializes in the 
courtyard of The Excelsior 
and, on occasion, roams the 
halls of the hotel. He has 
been known to enter rooms 
uninvited and to give female 
guests quite a scare, when 
they awake to see him stand-
ing at the foot of their bed.

The then-president of the 
garden club ventured the 
opinion that the ghost could 
well be Abe Rothschild, the 
accused killer of “Diamond 
Bessie” who never paid for 
his alleged crime. Many 
believe to this day that his 
daddy, a wealthy Cincinnati 
jeweler, bought the jury that 
found his son not guilty.  

The Whitingtons them-

selves claimed to have expe-
rienced a supernatural 
encounter during their long 
weekend at The Excelsior. 
Late one night, Mitchel 
exited their room on the 
second floor to retrieve 
restaurant leftovers from the 
car. “As I passed through the 
downstairs hallway the smell 
of sweet, floral perfume 
overwhelmed me. If was as if 
a lady had oversprayed her-
self with the scent right there 
in the hall.”

On the return trip to his 
room from the parking lot, 
Whitington again walked 
through the cloud of per-
fume. “Not only was it as 
strong as it had been ten 
minutes ago, but it had also 
moved!” Then he remem-
bered only one other room in 
the hotel was occupied, and 
those guests had turned in 
early.

Between bites from the 
to-go box, Whitington suc-
ceeded in piquing his wife’s 
curiosity. After polishing off 
their midnight snack, the 
couple went on a perfume 
hunt through the hallways 
and stairwells of The Excel-
sior House. They picked up 
the scent in various locations 
during the course of the 
search leading Whitington 
to the conclusion “the 
unseen person wearing the 
perfume was definitely wan-
dering around.” 

But the identity of “The 
Perfumed Lady” and 
whether she was dead or 
alive remain a mystery.

The Excelsior House is 
not the only haunted hotel 
in Jefferson – far from it. 
While researching his book, 
Whitington spent quite a few 
nights at The Jefferson 
Hotel, where the owner 
joked, “We have several 
non-paying guests.”

As it turned out, the 
innkeeper was not kidding. 
Most rooms have a haunted 
past all their own. The 
Whitingtons personally 
added to the lore of Room 19 
the night the missus awoke 
“to see a strange, gray shape 
at the foot of the bed.” Her 
husband alertly tried to 
capture the image with his 

handy video camera but, in 
spite of an auto-focus that 
acted like it had zeroed in on 
something, he captured 
nothing on film.

Another couple had bet-
ter luck in Room 21. Hoping 
to catch the spirits off-guard, 
they set up a camera to 
monitor the premises while 
they were out for the 
evening. The tape later 
“showed bright orbs of light 
following each of them 
around the room. After the 
couple left, the orbs contin-
ued to float around the room 
in front of the camera….” 

Room 5 had a more 
traditional ghost story. It was 
bitterly cold the night this 
particular couple signed the 
register at The Jefferson. 
“The woman suddenly 
sensed a warm, heavy blan-
ket being placed on the bed, 
and it felt wonderful.

“She opened her eyes and 
was surprised to see that it 
wasn’t her husband taking 
care of her. Instead, an 
elderly lady dressed in a 
white, flowing dress with her 
hair in a bun was standing 
beside the bed. The old 
woman reached out and 
touched her hand softly.”

The woman rolled over to 
wake up her husband, but 
“as she did the elderly 
woman faded away. But an 
extra blanket was indeed on 
the bed.”

Every room in The Jeffer-
son Hotel has an other-
worldly story to tell, and 
Room 25 is no exception. A 
guest stepped out of the 
bathroom one night years 
ago “to find a young girl 
standing in the room with 
shoulder-length brown hair, 
dressed in a pink floral dress 
with 1920’s flair.”

“I’m waiting on a young 
man,” the ghostly girl said, 
“and we’re going to dance 
the night away!” When the 
flesh-and-blood witness 
stepped toward the intruder, 
she vanished like a vapor in 
the breeze never to be seen 
or heard again.

Bartee Haile welcomes your 
comments and questions at 
barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 
77393.
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Ghost stories from haunted texas town
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GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
Tips for Finding a Holiday Side Gig

Looking for seasonal 
work? Amazon plans to hire 
more than 300,000 workers 
across its U.S. operations this 
holiday season, and UPS 
expects to add 100,000 
seasonal employees. If you’re 
hoping to earn some extra 
income this season, now is 
the time to apply. But scam-
mers know this is when 
people are actively looking 
for work, so BBB reminds job 
seekers to watch for red flags.

“A seasonal job is a great 
way to supplement your 
income, particularly in 
today’s economic environ-
ment,” said Mechele 
Agbayani Mills, President 
and CEO of BBB Serving 
Central East Texas. “It’s 
important to remember, 
however, that if your per-
sonal information gets in the 
wrong hands, a scam artist 
can do considerable damage, 
so be careful when sharing.”

Before accepting a posi-
tion with a potential 
employer, consider the fol-
lowing:

Start your job search 
sooner rather than later. 
Retail, shipping, restaurants 
and catering companies are 
common sources of seasonal 
employment. Decide which 
type of job suits you best, 
identify the companies you’d 
like to work for and start 
submitting applications. 
Many employers held hiring 
events in October and are 
already moving into training 
mode, so don’t wait.

Does the job sound too 
good to be true? Any job 
which promises high pay for 
little work, like reshipping 
packages, stuffing envelopes 
or other jobs which require 
little to no experience, is not 
likely a legitimate opportu-
nity. These offers are often 
an attempt to steal your 
personal information 

through a fake job applica-
tion, and the damage can 
follow you for a long time.

Be wary of unexpected 
texts from “recruiters.” 
Scammers are sending text 
and WhatsApp messages 
offering easy online work, 
such as liking videos or 
rating products, in exchange 
for commissions. These “task 
scams” show a growing bal-
ance of fake earnings, then 
ask you to deposit your own 
money, often in cryptocur-
rency, to keep working or to 
withdraw your pay. Real 
employers don’t recruit 
through random texts, and 
they never ask you to pay to 
get paid.

Keep an eye out for 
overpayment scams. These 
scams all work the same way. 
The scammer sends a check, 
asks you to deposit it and 
then asks you to send the 
“extra” to another person or 
company. The check turns 
out to be counterfeit, but 
often not until long after 
you’ve sent the money. 
When it bounces, you’re left 
with less money in your 
account than when you 
started.

Protect your informa-
tion. Make sure you are 
applying on a secure website, 
and never give a potential 
employer your Social Secu-
rity number or bank account 
information until you’ve 
done your homework, com-
pleted a proper interview 
and been officially hired. 
Your personal information is 
valuable, and scam artists 
want it.

Never pay for a job. 
Background checks, drug 
tests, training and equip-
ment are part of the cost of 
doing business. If a potential 
employer asks you to pay for 
any of these, you will likely 
never hear from them again 

once they have your money.
No interview? Not legiti-

mate. If you are offered a 
position without a formal 
interview, either in person or 
by video, it’s most likely a 
scam. Be wary of employers 
who hire you on the spot or 
conduct interviews only by 
text, email or instant mes-
saging.

Research side gigs before 
applying. No matter how 
good a job seems, do your 
research first. Go directly to 
the company’s official web-
site or careers page to verify 
the job posting, and make 
sure the company has legiti-
mate contact information. 
Search online for the job title 
and company name. If the 
exact same post pops up in 
multiple cities, or people are 
reporting it as a scam, don’t 
engage.

If you spot a job scam, 
report it to BBB Scam 
Tracker so you can help 
protect others. To learn 
more about scams and how 
to avoid them, visit bbb.org/
scamtips, and always look for 
the BBB seal. It’s the sign of 
a better business. Read more 
about BBB’s Accreditation 
Standards.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.

***
The Rains County Leader

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan
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I recently came across my 
small digital tuner AM/FM/
shortwave radio I bought 
about 15 years ago and had 
not done much with it since 

before the 
pandemic. I 
fired it up to 
see what 
broadcasts I 
could hear 
using its dig-
ital tuner on 
the short-
wave bands, 
s omet imes 

called “HF” or High Fre-
quency bands. Sadly, except 
for WWV time transmissions 
and a few religious stations in 
the US (excluding amateur 
radio bands), there was 
nothing—just static—on all 
the formerly active broadcast 
station frequencies I saved to 
the radio’s memory years 
ago. I wanted to know where 
all the stations I heard in the 
2010s on my radio had now 
gone. I was disappointed but 
not too surprised when I 
learned how things have 
changed in the last 15 years 
or so.

Note that the shortwave 
(HF) bands are not com-
pletely empty today. Many 
amateur radio (“ham radio”) 
transmissions exist on sub-
bands that exist within the 
total shortwave (HF) spec-
trum which stretches from 
about 3 MHz to 30 MHz 
worldwide. There are some 
aviation/maritime uses of 
those bands as well.

My investigation found 
that commercial and govern-
mental shortwave radio 
listening is now a relic of the 
past, never to return. 
Excluding a few religious 
stations in the US, there are 
virtually no high-power 
English-language interna-
tional broadcasts aimed at 
the US today.

The height of the golden 
age of shortwave radio after 
World War II was from 
about 1975 to 1991. There 

were countless people all 
over the globe enjoying 
finding and listening to 
broadcasts from all over the 
world on their shortwave 
radios. I was one of them. 
Dozens of countries includ-
ing the US and the Soviet 
Union had many stations 
broadcasting in English.

Before the Internet, short-
wave radio broadcasting 
made a lot of sense for 
countries who used it to 
promote tourism, provide 
news and music, and pro-
mote their form of govern-
ment. Shortwave radios were 
plentiful and reasonably 
priced all over the world, 
making for even more short-
wave fans in the last half of 
the twentieth century.

The end of the Cold War 
about 1991 prompted some 
cash-strapped countries to 
reduce their spending on the 
expensive land, labor and 
capital needed for powerful 
shortwave installations. That 
gradual decline continued 
until about 2015, when the 
rapid, unprecedented, and 
universal adoption of smart-
phone technology and the 
networks that support it led 
many countries to severely 
reduce (or eliminate) their 
shortwave broadcasts, 
including the US.

The economics for most 
countries was simple: a few 
million dollars for servers 
and high-speed Internet 
connections versus hundreds 
of millions of dollars for land, 
staff, transmitters, antennas, 
sky-high electric bills, radio 
spectrum fees, and the cost 
of supporting all that tech-
nology. The choice was clear 
in most cases. When coun-
tries can reach about the 
same number of people using 
either, why not use the 
cheaper choice, and that’s 
what nearly everyone did.

By 2015, when about 2.5 
billion, or about 35 percent 
of all people on the planet, 
had smartphones on 3G 

networks or better, the 
number of shortwave users 
shrank dramatically. By 
2020, roughly half of all 
humans on earth had smart-
phones capable of accessing 
programming from former 
shortwave broadcasters. 
These broadcasters now use 
the Internet to reach billions 
of people relatively inexpen-
sively.

If the end of the Cold War 
made shortwave less com-
pelling and justified, it was 
the now common 3G (or 
faster) networks and smart-
phones that put the final nail 
in the shortwave spectrum 
coffin as a workable broad-
cast medium.

The shortwave bands will 
still be with us for many years 
to come due to utilization 
and enjoyment by amateur 
radio operators worldwide, 
aviation/maritime uses, and 
technical or encrypted traffic 
it can be used for, or the 
handful of religious broad-
casters who still use it. But 
the magic of listening to a 
voice coming over the air 
from 5000 miles away late at 
night talking in English and 
offering news, music and 
other features will be missed 
by millions who enjoyed the 
golden age of shortwave 
broadcasting as much as I 
did. In those days, only a 
radio, power supply and 
often-supplied antenna was 
all it took to enjoy the magic 
of hearing words and music 
coming from the other side 
of the country, or even the 
other side of the planet.

Sadly, I discovered why all 
the digital frequencies I had 
programmed into my radio 
years ago have nothing but 
static, and it will be that way 
forever. It’s not a total loss, 
however. Happily, the AM 
and FM bands included on 
my radio still work fine, at 
least for now.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Shortwave Demise

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

Visit us online at: www.rainscountyleader.com

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m taking care of my elderly 

father who recently had a stroke 
and have a lot 
of questions 
about how 
M e d i c a r e 
works and 
what it covers. 
He’s enrolled 
in original 
M e d i c a r e . 
Can you help 
me?

– Caregiving Connie

Dear Connie,
Taking care of a parent 

after a stroke is hard enough 
without having to figure out 
Medicare too. The good news 
is that understanding the 
program can make life a lot 
easier. Knowing what’s cov-
ered – and what isn't – can 
help you plan ahead, avoid 
costly surprises and make sure 
your father gets the care he 
needs. Here’s a practical guide 
to get you started.

Medicare basics

One of the best places to 
start is the official “Medicare 
& You” handbook. It explains 
benefits and services in plain 
language. Medicare mails an 
updated copy every fall, but 
you can also view it online at 
medicare.gov/medicare-and-you.

For questions, call Medi-
care at 800-633-4227 to speak 
with a representative. They 
can clarify coverage for doctor 
visits, hospital stays, home 
health care, and more.

Your state’s State Health 
Insurance Assistance Program 
(SHIP) is another great 
resource. SHIP counselors 
provide free, one-on-one 
counseling to help you under-
stand your coverage, identify 
cost-saving programs, and 

answer questions about Medi-
care. Find a counselor near 
you at shiphelp.org or 877-839-
2675.

Caregivers should also 
create a secure Medicare 
account at medicare.gov/
account/login. Once your 
father’s account is set up, you 
can review his coverage, track 
claims, check the status of 
medical services and prescrip-
tions, and see which preven-
tive benefits he’s eligible for. 
It’s an easy way to stay orga-
nized and keep all of your 
father’s Medicare information 
in one place.

Choosing providers

Medicare also lets you 
compare providers online at 
medicare.gov/care-compare. 
You can search for doctors, 
hospitals, rehab centers, nurs-
ing homes, hospice providers, 
and medical equipment sup-
pliers in your area. This is 
especially useful after a stroke, 
when your father may need 
rehabilitation or specialized 
care at home.

Covered services

Original Medicare covers 
many services your father may 
need, including hospital care, 
doctor visits, lab tests, and 
outpatient treatments.

It also covers home health 
care if your father is home-
bound, under a doctor’s care, 
and needs part-time skilled 
nursing or rehabilitation ther-
apy, such as physical, occupa-
tional or speech therapy.

Medicare also covers medi-
cally necessary durable medi-
cal equipment and supplies 
prescribed by a doctor, includ-
ing oxygen, wheelchairs, walk-
ers and catheters. Short-term 
skilled nursing care in a facility 
may also be covered for up to 

100 days after a qualifying 
hospital stay.

Prescription medications 
are generally covered through 
a separate Medicare Part D 
plan, which helps pay for 
many outpatient drugs your 
father may need.

Hospice care is covered for 
patients with a terminal illness 
and a life expectancy of six 
months or less, as certified by 
a doctor. It includes nursing 
care, medications for comfort 
and short-term respite care to 
give caregivers a break.

However, Medicare gener-
ally doesn’t pay for long-term 
custodial care at home, in an 
assisted living facility or in a 
nursing home. That means it 
generally won’t cover ongoing 
help with daily activities like 
bathing, dressing, eating, using 
the bathroom or supervision 
for someone with dementia. 
Routine dental care, dentures, 
eye exams for glasses and 
hearing aids are also not 
covered.

Cost help

If your father has limited 
income and resources, check 
programs that help reduce 
Medicare costs. Extra Help 
assists with prescription drug 
expenses, and Medicare Sav-
ings Programs can help pay 
premiums, deductibles, and 
coinsurance.

Visit medicare.gov/basics/
costs/help or call 800-633-4227 
to learn more or check eligibil-
ity.

Taking time to understand 
Medicare can make caregiving 
a little less stressful. It helps 
you stay on top of appoint-
ments, treatments and equip-
ment needs, while giving you 
greater confidence that your 
father is receiving the care and 
benefits he’s entitled to.

SAVVY SENIORS
A Caregiver’s Guide to Medicare

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

Women’s Service Club
The Women’s Service 

Club had their monthly 
meeting on May 11 at the 
Rose Community Center at 
6:00 p.m. The meeting was 
called to order and the 
pledge of allegiance and 
prayer were brought by 
Mona. Refreshments of pasta 
salad, meatballs and a dessert 
of angel food cake with fresh 
strawberries were served to 
the members. The hostesses 
of the May meeting were 
Robin and Suzanne. The 
minutes and financial reports 
were approved. The Rose 
needs a few repairs, which 
will be done May 12-May 15. 
Some of the flooring needs 

replacing at the back entry.
At the end of the meeting, 

there was an activity for 
everyone to participate in 
called Roses, Thorns, Buds. 
The activity required each 
member to share: Roses – a 
blessing, success, funny 
moment, happy time, 
accomplishment or some-
thing they were thankful for; 
Thorns – A challenge or 
difficulty, something stress-
ful, frustrating or not going 
well. Buds – Something the 
person is looking forward to, 
a new idea, opportunity or 
goal, or something with 
potential that is still develop-
ing.

It was hard to share 
Thorns with others, but 
sharing Roses and Buds was 
easy. It was a blessing to 
listen to all the blessings and 
dreams of others.

The WSC hopes all the 
mothers or mother figures 
had a wonderful day on 
Sunday, Mother’s Day.

The next meeting will be 
June 8, at 6:00 p.m., at the 
Rose Community Center. 
Come join the club and all 
members are asked to bring a 
friend.

Reported by
Jeannine Hayes

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to

Call 903-473-2653

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Voter registration deadline nearing

The deadline to register to 
vote in the Nov. 3 general 
election is Oct. 5. Early 
voting starts Oct. 19 and 
runs through Oct. 30, 
according to the Texas 

Secretary of 
S t a t e ’ s 
office.

The last 
day for an 
application 
to vote by 
mail must be 
received by 
Friday, Oct. 
23. Voters 

can visit votetexas.gov to 
confirm they are registered 
to vote, see what is on the 
ballot where they live, and 
get other election-related 
information. That site is 
maintained by the Texas 
Secretary of State. Mean-
while, The Texas Tribune 
reported that an unknown 
number of voter registration 
applications were delayed 
because of an error by the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety. The agency failed to 
forward the applications, 
submitted online through its 
driver’s license portal, to 
county voter registrars.

Texas Democrats have 
called on Gov. Greg Abbott 
to investigate the problem.

With the Oct. 5 deadline 
approaching, the delayed 
registrations from DPS could 
add to processing backlogs at 
affected counties. A 
spokesperson for the secre-
tary of state’s office said 
affected voters can still have 
their ballots counted as long 
as they submitted their 
registration before Oct. 5.

The DPS portal 
accounted for about 6 mil-
lion voter registrations from 
2020 to 2024. Texas has 
more than 18 million regis-
tered voters.

Judge: Texas must air-
condition all prisons 

by end of 2029

A federal judge has 
ordered the state to air-
condition its entire prison 
system by the end of 2029, 
the Austin American-
Statesman reported. The 
Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice has estimated 
that could cost the state $1.5 
billion.

Nearly two-thirds of the 
143,000 prisoners now held 
in Texas prisons do not have 
air-conditioning. In his rul-
ing, U.S. District Judge 
Robert Pittman said the 
prison agency had “mini-
mized and misled” the court 
about the seriousness of the 
heat problem.

“The data that TDCJ does 
not collect also paints a 
picture of an agency that is 
not attempting to meaning-
fully understand or docu-
ment the dangers and 
impacts of heat,” Pitman 
wrote.

A TDCJ spokesperson 
took issue with the judge’s 
characterization.

“TDCJ has robust heat 
mitigation efforts in place to 
protect the safety of its 
population and staff,” 
Amanda Hernandez said in 
an email.

The state will appeal the 
ruling.

Camp Mystic under 
criminal investigation

Camp Mystic, the Hill 

Country girls’ summer camp 
where 28 people died in the 
July 2025 floods, is under 
criminal investigation by the 
Texas Rangers, kut.org
reported. Fourteen search 
warrants were executed 
against family and staff 
members who ran the camp. 
KUT News obtained a copy 
of the affidavit filed against 
Tweety Eastland, whose 
husband, Dick, was one of 
the 28 who died.

The affidavit states the 
Rangers have probable cause 
to believe the camp’s leaders 
committed a number of 
criminal offenses, including 
manslaughter, criminally 
negligent homicide, injury to 
a child, deadly conduct, and 
abandoning or endangering a 
child.

“These offenses were 
committed against child 
campers – including both 
deceased victims and surviv-
ing campers of the flood 
event,” Brant Johnston, an 
investigator with the Texas 
Rangers, wrote in the docu-
ment.

The affidavits are 
intended to allow the 
Rangers to obtain electronic 
data from Tweety and other 
members of the Eastland 
family that owns the camp, 
as well as camp staff mem-
bers. A Kerr County state 
district judge approved it 
earlier this month.

Camp Mystic’s owners are 
being sued in civil court by 
more than a dozen families.

Land commissioner 
backs virtual
border wall

Texas Land Commis-
sioner Dawn Buckingham 
told the Houston Chronicle 
that a virtual border wall 
makes “the most sense” for 
much of West Texas, where 
plans to build a physical wall 
have drawn considerable 
opposition.

“The bottom line is there 
are places where physical 
barriers make sense, and 
there are places where they 
don’t. And we just want the 
solution that’s best for 
Texas," Buckingham said in 
an interview with the 
Chronicle’s editorial board. 
“I think especially when you 
get to West Texas, a virtual 
wall, in my opinion, makes 
the most sense for most of 
that area.”

The Trump administra-
tion is moving to build a 
border wall across the more 
than 13 million acres the 
state agency controls, most 
of which is in West Texas. 
Gov. Greg Abbott has 
previously questioned the 
logic of building a physical 
wall in “rugged, isolated 
areas like Big Bend.”

Buckingham sent a cease-
and-desist letter in July to 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection after a contractor 
for the agency was discov-
ered clearing state-
controlled land without per-
mission.

Buckingham is running 
for reelection against Demo-
crat Ben Flores, a former Bay 
City council member.

Comptroller’s office 
fires dozens of 

employees

The Texas comptroller’s 
office fired 41 employees 
recently, after agency leaders 

were told to submit lists of 
people to be terminated, The 
Dallas Morning News 
reported. Comptroller Don 
Huffines, appointed to the 
post by Abbott last summer 
and the Republican nominee 
in November, campaigned 
on shrinking the size of the 
state’s government.

In a recent interview, 
Huffines defended how he is 
doing his job since taking the 
helm.

“You’re going to hear a lot 
about how I’m changing the 
agency, consolidating differ-
ent divisions,” he said. “I’m 
making it more efficient.”

The 41 terminations 
make up less than 2 percent 
of the agency’s nearly 3,000 
full-time employees.

Huffines faces Demo-
cratic nominee Sarah Eck-
hardt, a state senator from 
Austin. Eckhardt was critical 
of the firings, saying they 
would have a financial 
impact on the state’s rev-
enue.

“Not only does a reduc-
tion-in-force reduce the 
comptroller’s ability to col-
lect lawfully levied taxes, but 
a reduction in institutional 
knowledge and expertise also 
significantly reduces their 
ability to collect,” she said.

Red tide reported off 
the coast of Galveston

Biologists with the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment have begun receiving 
reports of a red tide bloom 
off the coast of Galveston. 
They are monitoring fish 
kills and taking water sam-
ples around Crystal Beach 
and southern Galveston 
Island.

“Water samples indicate 
moderate to high concentra-
tions of red tide cells, and 
beachgoers are reporting 
mild to severe respiratory 
irritation resulting from the 
bloom,” the news release 
said.

Red tide is a naturally 
occurring concentration of a 
microscopic alga that pro-
duces a toxin. Dense con-
centrations are known as 
“blooms” and kill fish by 
paralyzing their central ner-
vous systems. This can result 
in dead fish washing up on 
Gulf beaches.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
Five Political Fights Rural Texans Should Watch
By Suzanne 
Bellsnyder,

Texas Rural Reporter

Rural Texas has long been 
treated as settled red terri-
tory. Republicans count on 
our votes. Democrats try to 
get to know us during elec-
tion years. And neither party 
expects rural loyalties to 
shift.

That assumption deserves 
another look in 2026. Rural 
Texas is not turning blue, 
but several issues no longer 
fit neatly inside party lines: 
vouchers, industrial develop-
ment, affordability and 
corporate power.

Here are five political 
fights rural Texans should 
watch.

The Politics of Data 
Centers

Data centers have become 
a test of rural political 
power—a fight over water, 
electricity, land, tax incen-
tives and local control. A 
Texas Politics Project poll 
found 62 percent of rural 
Texans oppose a data center 
in their community, and 
residents are packing hear-
ings to demand trans-
parency.

Gov. Greg Abbott, long a 
data-center booster, is shift-
ing under pressure. He now 
backs infrastructure cost-
sharing, water reuse, an end 
to some tax breaks and even 
a ban on data centers in 
“rural Texas neighbor-
hoods.”

Without a special session, 
the Legislature cannot act 
until January 2027. Will 
local communities get a real 
voice before these projects 
rise beside our homes, farms 
and schools?

Democrats Courting 
Rural Voters

We can see that effort at 
the party convention, where 
Democrats spoke directly to 
rural voters; in agriculture 
commissioner nominee Clay-
ton Tucker’s campaign 
against irresponsible data 
centers; and in gubernatorial 
nominee Gina Hinojosa’s 
appeal to rural public schools 
with her Team Texas Public 
School initiative to fight 
school closures, advocate for 
better funding, and protect 

rural public schools. James 
Talarico is also taking his 
Senate campaign into rural 
communities statewide 
Democrats often skip.

Democrats have recruited 
candidates for every state 
House seat and every race on 
the ballot, including rural 
districts where they have not 
had the numbers to compete. 
That is different from Beto 
O’Rourke’s 2018 run. Beto 
took one campaign into all 
254 counties. This time, 
Democrats are building a 
strategy from the top of the 
ticket to the bottom.

The U.S. Senate 
Race—Paxton vs. 

Talarico

This race tests party 
loyalty against character. 
Paxton offers a familiar 
conservative identity: com-
bative, Trump-aligned and 
eager to confront Democrats 
and the federal government. 
Talarico is building his 
campaign around faith, pub-
lic education, working fami-
lies and corruption.

Talarico does not need to 
win rural Texas. He needs to 
lose it by less. But rural 
voters will weigh his posi-
tions on abortion, guns, 
immigration and energy, not 
just his language on faith and 
schools.

In 2018, Beto came within 
214,921 votes of beating Ted 
Cruz, and Democrats flipped 
12 Texas House seats despite 
contesting only 130 of 150 
districts. History may not 
repeat itself, but rural mar-
gins matter.

Texas’ Extra Billions

Texans are being offered 
competing ideas for the 
state’s cash reserves. The 
rainy-day fund has hit its 
$26.5 billion cap, with earn-
ings expected to push it 
toward $28.5 billion by the 
end of fiscal 2027. Because it 
is capped, additional oil-and-
gas revenue now flows into 
general revenue—the same 
surplus Abbott says will fund 
his plan.

Hinojosa wants to draw 
$17 billion from the fund for 
a one-time $1,500 payment 
to every household. Abbott 
wants to eliminate school 
property taxes on home-
steads using the ongoing 
surplus. A third option is to 
spend it on schools, water, 
roads, rural hospitals and the 

electric grid.
The difference matters. 

Hinojosa’s plan helps fami-
lies once. Abbott’s promises 
longer-term relief, but only if 
the surplus keeps flowing. 
The third never arrives as a 
check or lower bill, but it 
could keep local govern-
ments from shifting 
neglected costs onto taxpay-
ers. Rural Texans should ask 
who gets the money—and 
what happens when it is 
gone.

Republican Fault 
Lines

A fault line is opening 
inside Republican Texas. It 
starts with Cornyn primary 
voters unsure they can sup-
port Paxton in November. 
For some, it is a values 
question, not a policy one.

Trump still has strong 
support among Texas 
Republicans, but approval 
drops on government spend-
ing, inflation and ethics. 
Among independents, oppo-
sition is stronger. The ques-
tion is not whether these 
voters become Democrats. It 
is whether they are enthusi-
astic enough to show up.

The split is also visible 
among Republican leaders. 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Sid Miller is pressing Abbott 
to call a special session and 
pause data-center growth, 
exposing the divide between 
leaders focused on corporate 
development and rural con-
servatives asking who pays 
the price.

Small-government con-
servatives are watching 
Austin direct local schools, 
limit local decisions and pick 
business winners as spending 
and centralized power grow. 
Rural women, county leaders 
and public-school parents 
experience the failures 
d i r e c t l y — u n d e r s t a f f e d 
schools, struggling hospitals 
and responsibilities without 
the resources to meet them.

These voters are not ready 
to become Democrats. But 
they are no longer all moving 
in the same Republican 
direction.

About the Author
Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and 

publisher of the Hansford County 
Reporter-Statesman and Sherman 
County Gazette. A former Capitol 
staffer with decades of experience in 
Texas politics and policy, she now 
focuses on how state decisions shape 
rural life through her newspapers, 
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TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
2026 Rains County Fair Livestock Add-Ons
Add‐On Buyer Name,  

Amount; 3DW Designs LLC 
(Dennis and Cori Wilmoth), 
$30.00; 6+ Ranch, 
$1,000.00; A&R Collision, 
$1,400.00; Ads 4Scale (Vlad 

Alexander), 
$ 5 0 . 0 0 ; 
A u s t i n 
B a n k , 
$3 ,700 .00 ; 
Big Country 
Farm Cen-
ter, $800.00; 
Black Optix 
T i n t , 
$ 1 0 0 . 0 0 ; 
Brad and 

Becky Potts, $500.00; Bran-
don and Kylie Bell, $500.00; 
Brandon Roberts - Edward 
Jones, $300.00; Brian and 
Melani Robbins, $300.00; 
Bright Star Farm, $1,000.00; 
Brookshire’s, $2,000.00; 
Buddy and Tonia Brimer, 
$300.00; By-Line Surveying, 
$1,675.00.

Carol and Freddie Dale, 
$200.00; Casey Phillips 
Insurance Agency LLC, 
$200.00; City National Bank 
(Mikaela Williams), 
$2,250.00; Clint and Alicia 
Traylor (Traylor Farm), 
$200.00; Commercial Bank 
of Texas, $1,900.00; Cory 
and Lyndsay Tubb, $400.00; 
Country Flowers & Gifts, 
$1,700.00; D&S Cattle, 
$500.00; Dairy Queen - 
Emory, $100.00; Daniel 
Prinz, $100.00; David 
Gowin, $500.00; Double 7 
Ranch (Carla and Charlie 
Brookins), $100.00; Duko 
Oil and D&D Lube, 
$2,925.00.

Emory Automotive, 
$500.00; Emory Chiroprac-

tic, $500.00; Emory Live-
stock Auction, $5,500.00; 
Emory Veterinary Clinic, 
$350.00; Farmers Electric 
Co-Op, $900.00; First 
National Bank of ET (Chris 
Gibbins), $750.00; First 
National Bank of ET (David 
Gowin), $1,600.00; Forbes 
Farm, $200.00; Fort Smith 
Horse & Mule Sale, $50.00; 
Freedom Flood & Fire, 
$50.00.

Grocery Supply Company, 
$200.00; Hilliard Ranch 
(Brent Hilliard), $3,150.00; 
Hocutt Construction, 
$100.00; Holly Wasson - 
Edward Jones, $50.00; Holt 
Custom Stoneworks LLC, 
$60.00; Hooten’s Cattle 
Company, $2,000.00; Hop-
kins/Rains County Farm 
Bureau, $2,400.00; Iron-
wood Practice Range, 
$450.00; J&R Auto Supply-
Parts Plus, $1,350.00; 
Jamie’s Restaurant (Jamie 
McGowan), $600.00; Jor-
dan’s Place Pediatrics, 
$975.00.

Kearney Trailers, 
$3,200.00; Kelly and Donna 
Robbins, $200.00; Kelly and 
Joyce Barrett, $300.00; King 
Air & Electrical, $300.00; 
Lake Fork Pre-School, 
$200.00; Laningham Con-
sulting (Levi and Kalee 
Laningham), $1,025.00; 
Legacy Ag Credit, $400.00; 
Leisa Pennebaker, $440.00; 
LS3 Construction, $900.00; 
Markus Groves, $200.00; 
Marty and Candace Moor-
ing, $175.00; Max’s Package 
Store/Taylor Bail Bonds, 
$1,000.00; MB Cattle Ser-
vices, $200.00; MK Pallet, 
$1,800.00; Moody Sand & 

Gravel LLC, $150.00; Chris-
tine McAllister, $950.00.

Nana and Grampa 
Herbst, $200.00; Nate and 
Amanda Carista, $500.00; 
Northeast Texas Farmers 
Co-op, $800.00; Quirkie 
Candle Company, $15.00; 
Rains Pharmacy (Meredith 
Chavez), $900.00; Roadrun-
ner Fabrications, $1,000.00; 
Roest Construction (Casey 
Roest), $1,600.00; Ross 
Hollon, $1,500.00; Seth’s 
Lake Fork Creek, $1,000.00; 
Sisk Boring & Tunneling, 
$2,175.00; Spencer Real 
Estate, $125.00; Stephanie 
and Jimmy Herring, $100.00; 
Stephen and Keri Gowin, 
$400.00.

The Knuckles Family, 
$125.00; The Nest (Joanna 
Kestler), $200.00; Todd and 
Deanna Moore, $2,275.00; 
Toliver Ford, $1,400.00; 
Tommy and Tonna Moor-
ing, $200.00; Toni Threadg-
ill State Farm, $3,150.00; 
Tri-County Vet Services, 
$600.00; Triple E Electric, 
$450.00; Tucker and Aubrey 
Peacock, $250.00; TWT 
Farm, LLC (Doug and Sher-
ree Latham), $1,100.00; 
Vickie and James Pickel 
Trucking, $350.00; Whit 
and LaCresha Dale, $250.00; 
Wilson Heat & Air, 
$1,700.00; Wilson-Orwosky 
Funeral Home, $60.00. 
Total: $80,330.00.

SARAH LATHAM
Rains County
AgriLife Agent

***
The Rains County Leader 

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
Teal Season in Texas Commences Sept. 19

AUSTIN – Teal hunting 
season opens Sept. 19 with a 
nine-day early season for the 
second consecutive year.

The 2025 Waterfowl 
Breeding Population and 
Habitat Survey conducted 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and 
Canadian Wildlife Service 
estimated the blue-winged 
teal breeding population at 
4.4 million birds, which was 
13 percent below the long-
term average.

Unfortunately, the most 
recent 2026 May survey 
indicated the numbers 
dipped lower again this year 
with an estimated 3.96 
million blue-winged teal. It’s 
an 11 percent drop from last 
year’s numbers and remains 
below the 4.7-million thresh-
old that is required for a 
16-day special early teal 
season. Therefore, hunters 
can also expect another 
shortened season for the 
2027-28 hunting season.

“Breeding population size 
is only part of what ulti-
mately determines the num-
ber of birds hunters see in 
September,” said Kevin 
Kraai, Waterfowl Program 
Leader for TPWD. “Hope-
fully, good production in the 
Prairie Pothole Region puts a 
substantial number of young-
of-the-year birds into the fall 
flight despite the smaller 
breeding population counted 
earlier this spring.”

Blue-winged teal is the 
second most abundant duck 
in North America and the 
primary species targeted 
during Texas’ early teal 
season. Despite lower breed-
ing population survey num-
bers, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) biologists are 
encouraged by reports of 
strong production in por-
tions of the Prairie Pothole 
Region this summer.

Another important aspect 
of the teal-season story is 
that that the migration of 
blue-winged teal appears to 
be changing. Historically, 
bluewings moved through 
Texas during a relatively 
predictable and compressed 
period, with migration gen-
erally building through Sep-
tember and peaking late in 
the month. That pattern is 

becoming less predictable.
“We are now seeing blue-

winged teal migrate across a 
much broader period in the 
fall. Migration still begins in 
mid- to late August, but 
substantial numbers of birds 
can remain much farther 
north, including portions of 
the Prairie Pothole Region 
and breeding range, well into 
October and even Novem-
ber,” said Kraai. “At the 
same time, many birds do not 
appear to be moving as far 
south as they historically 
did.”

According to TPWD 
biologists, historically, rela-
tively few blue-winged teal 
remained available to Texas 
hunters during the regular 
duck season. Today, a sub-
stantial portion of the popu-
lation winters no farther 
south than the Texas coast, 
and blue-winged teal has 
become the number one 
harvested duck in Texas in 
many recent regular seasons.

“At this point, I expect a 
below-average early teal 
season overall in Texas,” 
added Kraai. “The continen-
tal breeding population is 
down again, the nine-day 
season gives us very little 
room to accommodate 
increasingly prolonged 
migration, and habitat is 
drying across several impor-
tant teal regions of the 
state.”

However, a few good rain 
events and a well-timed 
weather system during the 
late September season could 
put a lot of birds over Texas 
and improve hunter’s 
chances. TPWD biologists 
also factored in the full 
Harvest Moon that falls on 
Sept. 26. They chose the 
late-September window in 
hopes that the combination 
of season timing, weather 
and lunar conditions will 
coincide with a meaningful 
migration event.

“With blue-winged teal, 
nine days can make forecast-
ing particularly unforgiving,” 
added Kraai. “For now, 
hunters should keep expec-
tations measured, watch 
local water conditions 
closely and remain flexible. 
Properties that can provide 
dependable shallow water 
and quality food resources 

are likely to be especially 
important this season.”

The nine-day statewide 
2026 early teal season in 
Texas will run Sept. 19-27. 
The daily bag limit on teal is 
six, with a possession limit of 
18.

Kraai reminds migratory 
game bird hunters that they 
need to make sure they are 
Harvest Information Pro-
gram (HIP) certified and 
confirm the HIP questions 
are answered correctly. HIP 
surveys allow biologists to get 
an accurate sample of 
hunters so the USFWS can 
deliver harvest surveys to 
selected participants later in 
the year.

Hunters should purchase 
their new 2026-27 Texas 
hunting license prior to 
hitting the field. In addition, 
teal/waterfowl hunters will 
also need a migratory game 
bird endorsement, Federal 
Duck Stamp and HIP certifi-
cation. It’s also required by 
law that hunters have proof 
of their completion of a 
hunter education course.

The Duck Stamp Mod-
ernization Act of 2023 mod-
ified provisions of the Migra-
tory Bird Hunting and Con-
servation Stamp, commonly 
referred to as the Duck 
Stamp, now allowing an 
individual to carry an elec-
tronic stamp (E-stamp) for 
the entire waterfowl hunting 
season. A physical Federal 
Duck Stamp will be mailed 
to each E-stamp purchaser 
after the hunting season 
between March 10 – June 
30, 2027.

Hunters can find teal 
season dates, regulations, 
bag limits and more on this 
year’s Outdoor Annual. 
Hunters can also access 
digital copies of their licenses 
via the Outdoor Annual and 
Texas Hunt & Fish apps.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
As Nights Get Longer, TxDOT Reminds 
Texans to Look Out for People Walking

CHRISTUS HEALTH
CHRISTUS Health performs first da Vinci 

robotic surgery in Sulphur Springs

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
New World Screwworm Detected in

Hunter-Harvested Elk in Pecos County

AUDIE MURPHY AMERICAN COTTON MUSEUM
Frontier Day at the Cotton Museum

Golden Sweet
Potato FestivalAUSTIN – As days get 

shorter, more of us drive in 
the dark, which can put 
people walking at higher risk.

The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) is 
asking everyone to remem-
ber their responsibility to 
watch out for pedestrians 
and drive like a Texan: kind, 
courteous and safe.

A future cut short

Last year, Jose Flores III, a 
16-year-old from San Anto-
nio, was walking in a cross-
walk when the driver of a 
truck crashed into him. 
Flores died in the hospital a 
month later in October 
2025.

Flores’ mother, Amanda 
Saucedo, has a simple plea 
for everyone to prevent 
another young person from 
being killed.

“Please watch out for 
pedestrians. Be careful, 
because no family should 
have to go through this,” 
Saucedo said.

The most dangerous 
months for pedestrians

In 2025, 694 people were 
killed by vehicles in Texas 
while walking, and nearly 20 
percent of those deaths were 
in October and November. 
These months had the 
highest number of crashes 
involving pedestrians all 
year.Most happened at 
night. In fact, 68 percent of 
pedestrian fatalities and 
serious injuries last year in 
our state occurred in the 
dark.

While pedestrian fatalities 
in Texas decreased by 10 
percent from 2024 to 2025, 
they still make up 18 percent 
of all traffic deaths.

Because days will become 
even shorter when daylight 
saving time ends on Nov. 1, 
now is a critical time to 
encourage drivers and pedes-
trians alike to be more 
cautious.

“People walking are 
already at greater risk when 
they are near traffic,” 
TxDOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams said. “But 
when you add low visibility 
at night, that risk increases. 
Drivers and pedestrians alike 
need to stay alert, visible and 
focused.”

How TxDOT is 
helping

To help encourage every-
one to drive like a Texan, 
TxDOT is asking drivers to 
Be Safe. Drive Smart. and 
watch out for pedestrians. 
Throughout October and 
November, TxDOT will be 
deploying street teams of 
walking billboards displaying 
pedestrian safety tips. These 
teams will go across the state 
focusing on places where 
motorists and pedestrians 
share the road.

TxDOT encourages 
Texans to follow these 

safety tips

For drivers:
Stay alert. Scan for pedes-

trians everywhere, at all 
times.

Stop and yield to pedestri-

ans in crosswalks.
Yield the right of way to 

pedestrians when turning.
Pay attention. Put your 

phone away before you begin 
driving.

Be cautious when passing 
stopped vehicles. They can 
block your view of pedestri-
ans.

Follow posted speed limits 
and drive to conditions.

Be especially careful if you 
drive an SUV or pickup 
truck. They have large blind 
spots that can make it hard 
to see pedestrians.

For pedestrians:
Cross the street only at 

intersections and crosswalks.
Make eye contact with 

drivers before crossing. 
Don’t assume traffic will stop 
for you.

Follow all traffic and 
crosswalk signals. Look left, 
right, then left again before 
crossing the street.

When walking, put away 
your phone or earbuds that 
take your attention off the 
road.

Stay visible. Wear reflec-
tive materials or use a flash-
light when it’s dark.

“Be Safe. Drive Smart” is 
an important part of 
TxDOT’s Drive like a 
Texan: Kind. Courteous. 
Safe. initiative. Drive like a 
Texan is about embracing 
the pride, camaraderie, and 
responsibility of being a 
Texan on the road. By 
making thoughtful choices, 
we can all help keep each 
other safe. Learn more at 
DriveLikeATexan.com.

(SULPHUR SPRINGS, 
Texas) — CHRISTUS 
Health Sulphur Springs has 
reached a milestone in 
advancing surgical care with 
the completion of its first da 
Vinci robotic-assisted surgi-
cal procedure, performed by 
urologic oncologist Dr. 
Randy Vince on Oct. 20.

The addition of the da 
Vinci surgical system allows 
Vince to perform advanced 
procedures not previously 
available at the hospital, 
expanding access to special-
ized surgical care for patients 
in Sulphur Springs and sur-
rounding communities.

“This is an exciting step 
forward in advancing surgical 
care and enhancing the 

quality of care we provide to 
our patients here in Sulphur 
Springs,” Vince said. “Having 
the da Vinci system allows us 
to bring advanced surgical 
techniques to our patients 
closer to home. This technol-
ogy gives us additional capa-
bilities to care for patients 
who may otherwise need to 
travel outside their commu-
nity for certain procedures.”

The da Vinci system 
allows surgeons to operate 
using robotic-assisted instru-
ments and a high-definition, 
three-dimensional view of 
the surgical area. The tech-
nology supports precise 
movements and enhanced 
visualization, helping sur-
geons perform complex pro-

cedures through small inci-
sions when appropriate.

The milestone reflects 
CHRISTUS Health Sulphur 
Springs’ continued commit-
ment to investing in 
advanced technology, 
expanding specialty services 
and improving access to 
high-quality care throughout 
Northeast Texas.

By bringing innovative 
surgical capabilities to the 
region, patients have access 
to the personal, specialized 
care they need, close to 
home.

For more information on 
surgical services in Sulphur 
Springs or to learn more 
about Dr. Vince, visit chris-
tushealth.org.

TPWD Encourages Hunter 
Harvest Inspection, Reporting 
of Animals Affected by New 
World Screwworm

AUSTIN – On Oct. 21, 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) 
received confirmation of a 
detection of New World 
screwworm (NWS) in a 
hunter-harvested female elk 
in Pecos County. A sample 
was collected from the elk 
and was identified and con-
firmed as NWS at the ARS 
Knipling-Bushland U.S. 
Livestock Insects Research 
Laboratory in Kerrville.

This detection highlights 
the critical role hunters, 
landowners, outdoor enthu-
siasts and wildlife profession-
als play in helping detect and 
manage the spread of NWS.

“We encourage all 
hunters and landowners to 
be vigilant for signs of New 
World screwworm while 
they are out in the field this 
season,” said Alan Cain, 
Wildlife Division Director. 
“The partnership between 
TPWD biologists and local 
hunters and landowners 
expedited the identification 
and confirmation of this new 

detection.”
The Texas Animal Health 

Commission (TAHC) will 
modify a previously estab-
lished infested zone. The 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) and TPWD 
are conducting additional 
wildlife surveillance in the 
area.

Hunter Harvest 
Inspection

With the kick-off of 
hunting season across Texas, 
all hunters are encouraged to 
inspect their harvest before 
field dressing or moving the 
carcass.

While in the field, hunters 
should look for animals that 
may be showing signs of 
infestation which include:
• Irritated or depressed 

behavior
• Loss of appetite
• Head shaking
• Smell of decaying flesh
• Presence of fly larvae 

(maggots) in wounds
• Isolation from other ani-

mals or people
Once an animal is har-

vested, hunters should be 
sure to inspect:

• Eyes, ears, nose, mouth, 
genitalia and any mucous 
membranes.

• Run your hands along the 
body of the animal and 
check the feet and 
between the toes looking 
for any wounds that might 
have a foul smell or 
maggots.
A video on how to inspect 

your harvest for NWS is 
available online.

Hunters and landowners 
can find additional informa-
tion in the TPWD New 
World Screwworm Guide for 
Hunters and Landowners.

Early detection and 
reporting is critical. Report 
all suspected and confirmed 
cases of NWS immediately.

If you suspect a wild 
animal has an NWS infesta-
tion, contact your local 
TPWD wildlife biologist or 
call 512-389-4505.

Report suspected cases in 
livestock and companion 
animals: TAHC – Region 
Office or the Veterinarian 
on Call 1-800-550-8242.

For more information and 
resources please visit screw-
worm.texas.gov.

Join the fun at the Audie 
Murphy American Cotton 
Museum for Frontier Day. 
It’s all about life during the 
early frontier days for chil-
dren during an era where 
there was no television or 
video games! There will be 
all sorts of games and activi-
ties for children to do as well 
as watch blacksmith demon-
strations. Children will be 
able to make a craft, learn 
archery, play old-fashioned 
carnival style games, learn 
how to make rope, and make 
campfire biscuits and home-

made butter. They will also 
be able to play games like 
marbles and horseshoes and 
participate in sack races, and 
more.

All activities will take 
place outside on the grounds 
of the Audie Murphy Amer-
ican Cotton Museum and 
will take place on Saturday,
November 7, 2026 from 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Admission will be $7 per 
child (ages 4-15) with one 
adult free with every child. 
Additional adults will be $7 
each. The fee also includes 

admission to the museum. 
Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult. The 
Museum is located at 600 
Interstate Highway 30 in 
Greenville. For additional 
information contact the 
Museum at 903-450-4502.

***
Visit us on-line:

rainscountyleader.com
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
But God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8

In honor of Reformation Sunday, Pastor 
Jason Rolen took a break from the Luke 
series with a sermon from Romans titled “By 
Grace through Faith.” Romans tells of the 
need for justification or pardon by God 
through faith because we all have sinned. 
Our religion is in vain, and we cannot justify 
ourselves or come into the presence of God 
on our own. But Christ died for the ungodly 
while we were still sinners, so all who believe 
can be justified. God’s love is poured into our 
hearts, and we are saved from the wrath of 
God which we deserve. When we have been 
justified by faith, we have hope and peace 
and are no longer enemies of God. We can 
even rejoice in our suffering because it makes 
us more Christlike. We are reconciled to 
God by Jesus’s death and saved by His life. 
Our peace with God should make us feel 

great gratitude. 
• Monthly Home Groups will meet next 
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. If you need more details 
about where your group meets or getting 
plugged in to a group, contact the church 
office at 903-474-0027.
• The Church Praying meets November 8, 
at 6:00 p.m.
• The church office will be closed Novem-
ber 25-27 for Thanksgiving.

Continuing Activities:
• Christmas Choir Rehearsal, Sunday, 4:00 
p.m. 
• Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:30 
a.m.
• Ignite, students ages 4 years to fifth grade, 
Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
• Adult Bible Study, Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. 

The “Asking for a Friend” podcast has a 
new segment! Episode #257 is titled “Does 
the Protestant Reformation Still Matter 
Today?” Find the link at www.bbcemory.org.

Emory Baptist Church
By Ronnie Witt

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Matthew 16:18
We are so grateful for all the students and 

adults who attended Fields of Faith at Rains 
Wildcat Stadium. Thank you to the 
volunteers who put it together and to the 
students who shared their testimonies.

On Sunday morning, Bro. Charles 
Boswell shared a message from the book of 
Matthew titled, “Our Master Builder.” He 
pointed out that Jesus establishes His 

Church on the confession of Jesus as the 
Christ. On Sunday night, Bro. Charles led a 
directed time of prayer for the pastor search 
committee, the church, and the man that 
God will bring to be the next pastor of Emory 
Baptist. After the prayer meeting, we held 
the October Members’ Meeting.

On Wednesday night, EBC hosted the 
annual Fall Festival in the Family Life 
Center and fellowship hall. Thank you to all 
the Sunday School Small Group classes that 
hosted games and activities. Thank you also 
to all the families that stopped by for a burger 
and a bag full of candy.

Emory Methodist Church
By Mary White

“No servant can serve two masters. Either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and 
money”

Luke 16:13
The Rev. David Banks continued his 

series “The Promise to the World” with 
message titled “As You Go” from Luke. Our 
mission is simply to go and serve. With our 
doubts and all, we hear the promise that goes 
with us: I am with you always. We are 
strengthened by God’s promise and presence 

today and all the days to come.
Remember daylight saving time ends Nov. 

1, at 2:00 a.m. There will be an Emmaus 
meeting after worship on Nov. 1. Emory 
Health & Rehab Outreach will be on Nov. 
5, at 10:00 a.m. Interested in discovering the 
Holy Land? Join Dr. Banks, on Monday, 
Nov. 2, at 4:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall, 
as he shares details about the trip.

Birthday wishes go to Shirley Eversult, 
Casey Banks and Essie Robin Franklin.

Pray for Ann Smith, Beverly Gilther and 
Thomas White.

Have a great week and remember be kind.
I will give thanks to you, LORD, wth all my heart;
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.

Psalm 9:1

Larry O’Neal Slatter
1943 – 2026

A memorial service for Larry 
O’Neal Slatter, 82, will be held on 
Saturday, October 31, at 11:00 
a.m., at First Baptist Church 
Sulphur Springs, 116 Oak Ave, 
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482.

Mr. Slatter died on October 26, 
2026, in Sulphur Springs. He was 
born on December 19, 1943, in 
Emory, to William Slatter and 
Grace Potts Slatter.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
education and went on to serve as a teacher 
for 60 years. He was also a coach, bringing 
that same spirit of leadership and support to 
those around him. He will be remembered as 
a patriarch, a legend, and a mentor whose 
life touched many through his work, his 
music, and his devotion to family.

Music was one of his great joys. He loved 
music, sang in the gospel group “The 
Gastons,” and played the guitar. 

He married Judi Gustafson on 
February 12, 1972, in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Michigan. He was deeply 
proud to have her as his wife of 52 
years, and their marriage was a 
treasured part of his life. Among 
his proudest accomplishments 
were his daughter and his grand-
children. They brought him great 
happiness and pride.

Mr. Slatter is survived by his 
daughter, Shannon Millard and husband 
Bruce; grandchildren, Daylan Millard and 
Reid Burns; great-grandson, Jadx Cum-
mings; sister, Sandy Ward and husband 
Greg; and nephew, Mike Hutchins. 

He was preceded in death by his wife; and 
his parents.

A visitation will be held one hour prior to 
the service at First Baptist Church Sulphur 
Springs.

A Living Stone and a Holy People
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and 

all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up into salvation— if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good.

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones 
are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For 
it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
 a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
1 Peter 2:1-6 (ESV)

Sons and Heirs
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no 
different from a slave, though he is the owner of 
everything, but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by his father. In the 
same way we also, when we were children, were 
enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 
to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons. And because 
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir through God.

Galatians 4:1-7 (ESV)
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M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H

We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.

One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 • EmoryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 SH 276 • Emory

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns II
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795
903-473-5116

Visit stjohnemory.org for
Mass times.
From Brookshires, go east 
1.2 miles. Turn right onto 
FM 2795

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. • P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 • 903-459-3219

Daugherty
Baptist Church
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Point, TX

9:45 a.m. …….. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Bryan Barnes
903-598-3220
www.fbcpoint.com

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Believers'
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School  ......... 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study  .....  6:00 p.m.

MorningWorship  .... 10:30 a.m. Student Ministry  ......  6:00 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen – Pastor

Jerod Haygood – Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson – Music & Media Minister

www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

The

CHAPEL

Love God. Love people. Make disciples.

Following Jesus! #lovefirst
2130 W US Hwy 69
thechapelcc.com
903-500-7273
/clarkschapelcogemorytx

COME AND SEE
Sundays 10:45am
Wednesdays 7pm
 - Fellowship meal 6pm
Saturday Night Prayer 6pm

Scan to
plan your

visit!

Barring a future world-
wide cataclysm, humans are 
destined to land on Mars at 
some point, perhaps by 2040. 
I think this will be no less 

pivotal than 
w h e n 
humans first 
landed on 
the moon in 
1969. A trip 
to Mars will 
be riskier 
due to the 
distance of 
the red 
planet from 

earth and the time needed 
for the trip.

The astronauts heading to 
Mars in the future know that 
they will not have any rescue 
options should they run into 
trouble along the way. They 
will have to be prepared for 
any contingency. It can be a 
challenging task when there 
are weight and size limita-
tions on everything they can 
take. Every kilogram and 
cubic centimeter on their 
spaceship will have to be 
very carefully considered 
when provisioning it for that 
long trip. How long? Perhaps 
about nine months after 
liftoff. Compare that with 
just days to visit our moon, 
and rigorous planning 
needed for a Mars mission 
becomes more understand-
able.

A few decades ago, inkjet 
printers came on the scene. 
Inkjet technology prompted 

some to ask why they could 
not replace ink with other 
materials such as edible ink, 
liquid plastics and resins, and 
even metallic elements to 
build up actual 3-D objects 
by creating layers of material.

Once main essentials are 
addressed for the Mars trip, 
engineers will need to design 
and build all the equipment 
on board to survive reliably 
for what may be several 
years. It may be important to 
replace damaged or worn-
out parts on the trip to and 
from Mars since there will be 
very limited room for spare 
parts.

If the astronauts cannot 
take a lot of spare parts, 
perhaps they can do the next 
best thing: take equipment 
that can manufacture 
replacement parts as needed 
along the way. This would be 
with advanced 3-D printers 
that could work in zero 
gravity and make many items 
that might need to be 
replaced on the mission.

The astronauts would 
have various 3-D printers 
and raw materials such as 
plastics and metals that 
could be used to make new 
parts as needed. Perhaps the 
3-D printers could even 
make computer circuit 
boards so that if a module 
failed, a new circuit board 
could be made and used to 
replace the defective one. 
The software library on the 
spaceship would have data 

for every part that could be 
made by a 3-D printer. They 
could also be linked to earth 
such that engineers here 
could upload the latest files 
of how to create even new 
equipment that the space-
ship did not have when it 
started its mission.

Perhaps future 3-D print-
ers could also handle organic 
matter, so that human body 
parts, such as skin, could be 
constructed to replace failing 
or injured human parts. 
Medicines and drugs to treat 
illnesses or injuries might 
also be generated using the 
3-D printers with the proper 
mix of raw materials.

Once one can create 
three-dimensional objects 
using a variety of raw materi-
als, there is almost no limit 
to what can be done to 
replace broken items or 
create brand-new ones as 
needed.

I like to think that 3-D 
printing of objects today and 
in the future can trace its 
history all the way back to 
the fifteenth century where 
the whole idea of mechanical 
printing became a viable 
reality and truly changed the 
world as we know it. 3-D 
printing continues that 
noble trek well into the 
twenty-first century and 
beyond. I think that 
Johannes Gutenberg would 
be proud!

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Mars Mission Spare Parts

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
25:

Fork: Slow. Normal stain; 
57 degrees; 2.94 feet below 
pool. Water temperature is 
ranging 51-59 degrees.

The morning bass bite is 
slow and improves when the 
temperature warms midday. 
Bladed jigs, lipless crankbaits 
and squarebill crankbaits are 
best in flats with cover close 
by 3-5 feet. Fish are on the 
move to the backs of the 
pockets. Big wood on the 
edge of the channels are 
holding some of the bigger 
fish. Best baits Texas rigs 
with creature baits or Viper 
XP jigs in 5-7 feet. Report by 
Marc Mitchell, Mitchell’s 
Guide Service.

There were some shallow 
crappie before this last cold 
blast pushed them back to 
deeper water. Water temper-
atures were hitting 60 
degrees in shallow areas, but 
the water temperature on 
most of the lake was 
knocked back down to the 

mid to low 50s. Winds have 
also caused some change in 
where the fish suspend in 
10-18 feet. On a very cold 
windy and cloudy day those 
fish were very close if not 
right on the bottom. Then 
with light winds and sun-
shine some fish moved up to 
2-4 feet under the surface. 
The lake is super healthy and 
loaded with crappie and bait. 
We are seeing some big fish 
also being caught that are 
full of eggs, fat and shad. You 
should be able to find fish in 
2-22 feet in all kinds of areas 
and patterns. Shallow fish on 
corks in 1-5 feet. Prespawn 
fish on timber and brush in 
10-22 feet. Lots of black 
crappie still on bridges before 
they make a major move 
shallow. You can catch big 
fish one at a time or load the 
boat with eater sized fish fast. 
No matter the pattern it’s a 
good time to fish if Mother 
Nature plays nice that day. 
Most crappie baits will work 
this time of year if you are 
fishing where they are. 
Report by Jacky Wiggins, 
Jacky Wiggins Guide Ser-
vice.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 60 degrees; 
1.34 feet below pool. The 
hybrid striper and white bass 
bite is good. We were seeing 
big schools of fish on differ-
ent parts of the lake that are 
feeding on huge schools of 
threadfin shad. Swimbaits 
and slabs are working best in 
10-30 feet. The eating size 
catfish bite has been very 
reliable. Small pieces of cut 
bait have been working best 
in shallow water. Trophy 
sized catfish have been feed-
ing well. We are seeing 
consistent catches of 40 
pounds and up on most trips. 
Fresh cut bait in 3-25 feet is 
the ticket. Crappie have 
been decent on the 2 mile 
bridge in 15-20 feet on jigs. 
The largemouth bite has 
been better than average 
over the last two weeks. 
Good numbers of larger fish 
have been caught in shallow 
water on soft plastics. Key 
points here are coves and 
small flats near deep water. 
Report by Captain Michael 
Littlejohn, Lake Tawakoni 
Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

by Bartee Haile
The resurrected Ku Klux 

Klan launched a wave of 
terror and intimidation on 
Jan. 30, 1921 with the whip-
ping, tarring and feathering 

of a Houston 
lawyer for 
the “crime” 
of defending 
blacks and 
petty crimi-
nals.

C o m i n g 
out of moth-
balls in 
O c t o b e r 

1920, the Klan spread like 
wildfire across the Lone Star 
State. More than 200,000 
Texans -- roughly one out of 
every dozen white adults -- 
were suckers for the secret 
order’s sales pitch, that 
exploited their nostalgic 
reverence for the old Con-
federacy and vague desire for 
a moral housecleaning.

In pledging allegiance to 
the KKK, most members 
were willing to tolerate a 
certain amount of violence 
to keep blacks in line. What 
they did not count on was 
that their white friends and 
neighbors would be the 
nightriders’ favorite targets.

Beaumont Klansmen 
boldly boasted of their 
vicious attack on a doctor 
suspected of performing 
abortions. In a 4,000-word 
statement published in the 
local press, they gloated, 
“The eyes of the unknown 
had seen and observed the 
wrong to be redressed. The 
lash was laid on his back and 
the tar and feathers applied 
to his body.”

At Timpson in Shelby 
County, a man was badly 
beaten for leaving his wife. A 
woman in nearby Tenaha 
was stripped naked, whipped 
with a wet rope and tarred 
and feathered because she 
was rumored to be a 
bigamist.

A mob chased two freshly 
tarred and feathered victims 
up Congress Avenue in 
downtown Austin, and a 
Brenham resident was pum-
meled for speaking German. 
Alleged immorality earned 
the lash for a Mineral Wells 

constable and a Marshall 
clerk, while the tar-and-
feathers cure was twice pre-
scribed for a Fort Worth 
gambler who failed to see the 
light after the initial dose.

The Dallas chapter or 
Klavern, largest in the state 
with a membership of thir-
teen thousand, specialized in 
flogging. During the spring of 
1922, 68 people were 
whipped to within an inch of 
their lives in the Trinity 
River bottoms.

Houston Klansmen were 
the most accomplished spies. 
They kept tabs on practically 
everybody by tapping tele-
phones, reading telegrams 
and opening mail at the main 
post office. Their Denison 
colleagues combated pre-
marital sex by patrolling the 
local lovers lane in white 
sheets.

Law enforcement at the 
municipal and county levels 
was honeycombed with KKK 
sympathizers and activists. 
Few Klan crimes were ever 
solved, and rarely did the 
culprits stand trial.

When Waco police 
arrested three Klansmen, the 
grand jury refused to indict 
despite an air-tight case. At 
Goose Creek outside Hous-
ton, a gang of cross-burners 
dragged a woman from her 
sickbed and mercilessly beat 
her and a male visitor. After 
12 Klansmen got off with 
hundred-dollar fines for the 
savage assault, a KKK publi-
cation bragged, “It cost 
Goose Creek just $1,200 to 
clean up.”

While many politicians 
were careful not to offend 
the bloc-voting Klan, Sen. 
Charles Culberson and for-
mer lieutenant governor 
Martin Crane joined Con-
gressman John Nance Gar-
ner in denouncing the bul-
lies. Forty-nine state legisla-
tors risked reelection to 
lobby the uncooperative gov-
ernor for an anti-mask law.

A judge in Wichita Falls 
jailed three Klansmen for 
contempt, and the mayor of 
Dallas criticized their sinister 
shenanigans. Chambers of 
commerce, Masonic lodges, 
American Legion posts and 

the state bar association 
were among the early oppo-
nents of the Klan rampage. 
The Houston Chronicle added 
its influential voice to the 
outcry with a sound piece of 
editorial advice: “Boys, you’d 
better disband.”

Dan Moody set the exam-
ple for district attorneys 
throughout the state. After a 
traveling salesman was kid-
napped, chained to a tree 
and flogged half to death in 
Taylor, the young prosecutor 
unmasked the perpetrators, 
including a minister and the 
police chief, and sent one to 
the penitentiary.

Authorities at Laredo 
prevented a Klan march by 
deputizing a hundred armed 
citizens and borrowing a 
machine-gun. Rocks and 
fists caused Klansmen to 
cancel similar plans in McK-
inney, and strict enforce-
ment of an ordinance ban-
ning masked mobilizations 
rained on a proposed parade 
in San Antonio.

The so-called “visitation,” 
the Klan’s curious practice of 
interrupting a church service 
to lecture the captive con-
gregation, began to backfire. 
Baptists in Denison and 
Austin forcibly ejected the 
intruders, and Corsicana 
Presbyterians supported their 
pastor’s courageous refusal to 
join the KKK.

Only two years after 
electing one of their own to 
the U.S. Senate, the Texas 
Klan was repudiated at the 
polls in 1924. Miriam A. 
Ferguson defeated Felix D. 
Robertson in a bruising 
gubernatorial battle and 
knocked the wheels off the 
Klan bandwagon.

The new legislature 
quickly passed a tough anti-
mask law by lopsided votes in 
both chambers. The vast 
majority of Klansmen got the 
message and deserted the 
Invisible Empire leaving a 
handful of hateful diehards 
to crawl back under their 
rocks.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.
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Four Thieves’ Vinegar – 
Fire Cider for Health

“Health is not valued till 
sickness comes.”

Thomas Fuller

With the peak pestilence 
of the cold and flu season 

upon us, it 
m i g h t 
behoove us 
to prepare. It 
is no fun to 
be sick. 
Recently I 
s t u m b l e d 
upon an 
ancient pre-
v e n t a t i v e , 
said to boost 

the immune system and give 
your body a superhuman 
protective shield. And the 
story behind it is too com-
pelling not to share. Here it 
is…

During the mid-14th 
century, Europe experienced 
perhaps the worst pandemic 
in human history. Over 50 
million people perished from 
the bubonic plague, or the 
Black Death as it is often 
called. The plague was one 
of the most significant events 
in human history.

During this time, in the 
French port city of Mar-
seilles, four friends who 
worked the shipyards there 
had an idea. They launched 
a diabolical, yet profitable 
criminal enterprise after 
noticing something strange.

During the day these 
friends labored within the 
bowels of a seaside ware-
house that processed herbs 
and spices from abroad. 
Every evening, they stum-
bled home from work cov-
ered in spice dust. And, as 
the plague-ridden dead bod-
ies of their fellow townspeo-
ple were stacked like fire-
wood, with many more sick 
and dying all around them, 
they remained healthy. They 
didn’t get sick. The dreaded 
Black Death didn’t seem to 
affect them at all. The four 
friends realized that covered 
in herbs and spices, they 
were apparently protected 
from sickness. And this pro-
vided them with a profitable 
criminal opportunity too 
tempting to pass up.

These friends went into 
business looting the infected 

homes of the dead. When a 
family succumbed to the 
plague, they promptly 
showed up at the empty 
residence to steal what they 
could. Either fearless or 
foolish, they worked ignoring 
the danger and never got 
sick. At some point, it is 
believed they began also 
making a tonic with their 
herbs and spices and ingest-
ing it. The friends, covered 
in spice dust and drinking 
their spicy herbal concoc-
tion, looted and lived.

All good things must 
come to an end (or in this 
case, bad things), and the 
friends, now thieves were 
arrested for their crimes and 
faced death by hanging. The 
judge in their case, aware of 
their apparent immunity to 
the disease around them, 
made the thieves an offer 
they couldn’t refuse. In 
exchange for their secret 
plague-protection recipe, 
their lives would be spared. 
The thieves quickly coughed 
up their secret, were 
released, and went on to live 
honorable and upright lives, 
we assume.

The four thieves’ recipe, 
sometimes called Fire Cider, 
has been passed down for 
generations. The recipe does 
vary some, depending on 
your source. But essentially it 
is apple cider vinegar infused 
with various toe-curling 
extracts, spices, and anti-
microbial herbs.

The 20th century French 
physician and world-
renowned aromatherapist 
Jean Valnet is thought to 
have most closely re-created 
the original Four Thieves’ 
recipe. It includes some 
interesting ingredients like 
wormwood, meadowsweet, 
marjoram, angelica, hore-
hound, and camphor. The 
recipe below may be the 
Texas version. It omits some 
of the more exotic ingredi-
ents but includes jalapeno 
peppers. Most of what is 
listed can be found at your 
local supermarket. I think it 
is okay to pick and choose 
the ingredients you can best 
tolerate. And when drinking 
a shot of this stuff every day 
to stay healthy, you might 

want to keep an ice-cold Dr. 
Pepper handy to use as a 
chaser. This stuff can’t taste 
good.

Fire Cider Ingredients:

5 jalapeno peppers (or 
other hot chilis)

2 chopped onions (red or 
white or both)

4 cloves garlic - halved
½ cup fresh ginger –    

chopped
½ cup fresh turmeric root 

- chopped
2 - 3 lemons – cut into 

chunks
¼ cup rosemary sprigs -    

chopped
¼ cup thyme - chopped
¼ cup peppermint -   

chopped 
¼ cup lemon balm -    

chopped
1 tbsp. cinnamon (use 

Ceylon cinnamon)
3 pods of star anise 
3 – 6 cloves (or more) 
1 tbsp. peppercorns – 

black
3 tbsp. elderberries – dried 

(optional)
6 cups raw apple cider 

vinegar
Maple syrup to sweeten 

(use real maple syrup – not 
fake breakfast or pancake 
syrup)

Add dry ingredients to a 
large sealable jar and cover 
with apple cider vinegar.

Store jar in a cool dark 
place for 3-4 weeks, shaking 
every few days to agitate.

After steeping period, 
strain through mesh or 
cheesecloth into a sterilized 
container. If your concoction 
is too strong, add maple 
syrup to taste (start with a 
tablespoon and adjust from 
there).

If you store your cider in 
the fridge it will last for 
several months. Take one to 
two tablespoons daily. Mix 
with water (or try carbon-
ated mineral water). Drink 
up - stay healthy!

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. Described 
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a 
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and 
accomplished feral hog trapper. He 
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors, 
and is good with dogs and children. 
He is the father of three, and lives 
with his wife in Texas.
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Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m a 68-year-old woman 

and over the past few years my 
hair has 
b e c o m e 
n o t i c e a b l y 
thinner, espe-
cially on top. 
Is this just 
part of aging, 
or could it be 
a sign of a 
health prob-
lem? And are 

there treatments that really 
help women with hair loss?

– Thinning Thelma

Dear Thelma,
Hair thinning is a com-

mon concern for women as 
they age, especially after 
menopause, but it’s not 
something you should auto-
matically dismiss as getting 
older. While some hair loss is 
a normal part of aging, it can 
also be linked to underlying 
health conditions, medica-
tions, nutritional deficien-
cies, stress, or other treatable 
issues. The good news is that 
in many cases, the cause can 
be identified and sometimes 
successfully treated.

Aging changes

One of the most common 
causes of thinning hair in 
older women is female pat-
tern hair loss, also called 
androgenetic alopecia. It 
usually appears as gradual 
thinning on the top of the 
scalp or a widening part, 
rather than bald patches. 
After menopause, declining 
estrogen levels can affect the 
hair growth cycle, causing 
strands to become finer, 
grow more slowly, and shed 
more easily over time.

Possible causes

But hormones and aging 
aren’t the only explanations. 
Hair loss can also follow a 
major illness, surgery, 
COVID infection, or a 

period of significant stress. In 
these cases, shedding often 
begins a few months later 
and may improve on its own.

Other possible causes 
include thyroid disorders, 
iron deficiency, poor nutri-
tion, autoimmune condi-
tions, and scalp disorders. 
Medications can also play a 
role. Drugs such as blood 
thinners, antidepressants, 
beta blockers, cholesterol 
medications, thyroid treat-
ments, arthritis drugs, and 
some hormone therapies 
have all been linked to hair 
loss in some people. If you 
suspect a medication may be 
involved, don’t stop it on 
your own – ask your doctor 
about alternatives.

Get checked

Because there are so many 
possible causes, the first step 
is getting a proper evalua-
tion. See your doctor or a 
dermatologist if you notice 
sudden shedding, rapid thin-
ning, bald patches, or scalp 
itching or pain. They may 
review your medications, 
examine your scalp, and 
order simple blood tests to 
check for problems such as 
thyroid imbalance or iron 
deficiency.

What helps

Treatment depends on 
the cause. If an underlying 
condition such as thyroid 
disease, iron deficiency, 
medication side effects, or 
poor nutrition is identified, 
treating it may help restore 
hair growth.

For older women with 
age-related female pattern 
hair loss, the treatment with 
the best evidence is topical 
minoxidil (Rogaine), avail-
able over the counter. It can 
help slow thinning and 
stimulate some regrowth, but 
results take several months 
and continued use is needed 
to maintain any benefit. 

Some women who don’t 
respond may be candidates 
for low-dose oral minoxidil, 
which is an off-label treat-
ment and requires medical 
supervision because of possi-
ble side effects.

Be cautious with hair-
growth supplements. Unless 
you have a true deficiency, 
products such as biotin 
usually provide little benefit 
and can interfere with cer-
tain lab tests, including 
thyroid and some heart tests.

Gentle hair care and 
cosmetic options can also 
help. Avoid harsh chemical 
treatments, tight hairstyles 
that pull on the hair, and 
excessive heat from blow 
dryers or styling tools. A 
fuller haircut, thickening 
styling products, hair-
building fibers that reduce 
the appearance of thinning 
spots, or lightweight hair-
pieces and wigs can also 
improve appearance and 
confidence.

Hair thinning in older 
women is common, but it 
isn’t always just a normal 
part of aging. Because it can 
sometimes signal an underly-
ing medical issue, it’s worth 
getting checked – especially 
if it comes on suddenly or 
worsens quickly. While not 
every type of hair loss can be 
reversed, treatment and 
practical strategies can often 
slow it down and help you 
feel better about how your 
hair looks.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
Why Women Lose Hair as They Age – and 

What Can Be Done About It

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

Vickie Pierce
1947 – 2026

Anne Foreman Caton
1934 – 2026

Anne Foreman Caton, 91, of Alba, died 
on October 19, 2026, at home surrounded 
by her family. She was born on October 21, 
1934, to Isaac Homer Foreman and Ethel 
Winnefred (Zochert) Foreman in Dumas. 

Mrs. Caton earned a Bachelor of Science 
in education and served as a special needs 
teacher. Her work in education touched 
lives in meaningful ways and stood as an 
expression of her care for others.

She met Ross Caton at Sul Ross 
University in Alpine. He was a tall, 
handsome, Montana cowboy and became 
the love of her life. Their marriage of 55 

years was a lasting testament to devotion, 
partnership, and shared memories.

Mrs. Caton is survived by sons, Homer 
Caton and C.R. Caton; daughter, Barbara 
Dains; son-in-law, Chris Dains; grandchil-
dren, Caleb Caton, Winston Caton, Joe 
Dains and wife Tina, Ben Dains and wife 
Ashlie, Cheyenne Crawford and husband 
Chance, Shelby Workman and husband 
Ryan, Emilia Caton and Augustus Caton; 
and 14 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband; parents; and brother, Gale Fore-
man.

As an update to the obit previously 
printed, a Celebration of Life for Vickie 
Pierce, 79, of Emory will be held Saturday, 
November 21, from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at 
The Links at Land’s End in Yantis. 

Mrs. Pierce died on October 14, 2026. She 
was born on January 28, 1947, in Terre 
Haute, Indiana, to Burford and Ruth Gilbert. 
See the full obit in last week’s issue.

Obituaries

Obituaries
***

The Rains County Leader
tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

by Bartee Haile
At funeral services in 

Mission on Jul. 8, 1956, 
friends and family of “Slats” 
Rodgers paid their last 
respects to the accident 

prone pio-
neer aviator 
while mar-
veling at the 
fact he died 
in bed of 
n a t u r a l 
causes.

T e x a s ’ 
first licensed 
pilot was 

born Floyd H. Rodgers in 
rural Georgia in 1889.  His 
thin-as-a-rail appearance 
inspired someone to call him 
“Slats,” a nickname that 
stuck for the rest of his life.

“Slats” was still in knee 
pants, when his parents 
brought him to the Lone Star 
State settling in the Johnson 
County community of 
Keene.  He got a bare-bones 
education in the Cleburne 
schools before leaving home 
to work on an uncle’s farm 
near Waco.

At 18 he found entry-
level employment with the 
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe 
Railroad.  Displaying a 
mechanical aptitude as well 
as a good work ethic, he 
steadily advanced over the 
next eight years and wound 
up a locomotive engineer on 
the Cleburne-to-Dallas run.

By this time, “Slats” had 
even loftier ambitions that 
had nothing to do with 
trains.  A childhood love of 
kites had blossomed into a 
fascination with flying on the 
heels of the Wright Brothers’ 
amazing feat at Kitty Hawk 
in 1903.  

With the assistance of an 
older, more knowledgeable 
engineer, he began building 
his own aircraft in a black-
smith shop in Cleburne.  
Forced to vacate the 
premises by shortsighted city 
fathers, who outlawed the 
undertaking as a “public 
nuisance,” he loaded up the 
Oregon spruce, French 
turnbuckles, two-stroke 
engine and the rest of the 

materials and moved every-
thing to Keene.

It was there in his adopted 
hometown that “Slats” 
turned his implausible dream 
into rickety reality.  But he 
was in no hurry to fly it 
because he did not know 
how. “I had never seen 
anybody fly a ship,” he 
explained decades later in 
his autobiography.  “I never 
had even seen one except 
mine.”

For the better part of a 
year, “Slats” contented him-
self with taxiing around a 
pasture. Then one day in 
1912, a deep ditch left with 
him no choice but to lift off 
at the last second.  After a 
maiden flight of 200 feet, the 
airplane slammed into the 
ground tearing off the wheels 
and right wing in what the 
man at the controls would 
claim was the first of his 29 
crack-ups.

“Slats” pieced his pride-
and-joy back together only 
to discover that the reat-
tached wing drooped badly.  
He dubbed the ugly duckling 
“Old Soggy No. 1” and 
coaxed it into the sky 
another 50 times before 
putting the plane out to 
pasture like some derelict 
automobile.

In the early days of World 
War I, the Army was 
desperately short of pilots 
and instructors.  That was 
how a string-bean Texan, 
who had never taken a 
lesson in his life, spent much 
of 1916 teaching wide-eyed 
cadets everything he knew 
about flying.

Following President Wil-
son’s war “to make the world 
safe for democracy,” “Slats” 
bought an Army surplus 
Jenny for next to nothing.  
He joined the fun-loving 
club of barnstorming dare-
devils, who made their living 
by selling five minutes in the 
sky to anybody with the price 
of a ticket and putting on 
death-defying air shows.

In the early 1920’s, “Slats” 
traded in his Jenny for a 
five-passenger biplane. Dur-
ing his days on the railroad, 

he had supplemented his 
income by carrying bootleg 
whiskey in the cab of his 
locomotive. His spacious 
new aircraft enabled him to 
ferry cases of illegal booze 
out of Mexico to eager 
buyers in Texas.

Several sources allege that 
the so-called “Love Field 
Lunatics,” of which “Slats” 
was a prominent member, 
was actually a cover for a 
smuggling operation.  
Whether that is true or not, 
there is no question that the 
public could not get enough 
of the stunt pilots’ risky 
aerobatics.    

A cornerstone of the 
“Slats” Rodgers’ legend is 
that around 1926 he was 
issued the first pilot’s license 
in the State of Texas.  But he 
had a heap of trouble hold-
ing on to it due to his aerial 
antics.

“I guess the government 
had my license more than I 
did,” “Slats” told a newspa-
perman in 1950. “They’d 
always get to feeling sorry for 
me, though, and give it back 
in two or three months.”

One of the stunts that 
resulted in the suspension of 
his pilot’s permit involved 
flying between two Dallas 
skyscrapers to win a wager. 
On another occasion, he 
dropped a lookalike dummy 
from his plane to give specta-
tors below the false but 
exciting impression that he 
was falling to his death.

The end of Prohibition 
and the barnstorming era 
compelled “Slats” to seek 
legitimate employment. 
Always creative, he invented 
crop-dusting by cutting a 
couple of holes in the floor-
board of his craft.  When 
failing eyesight made that 
practice too dangerous even 
for him, he tried his hand at 
ranching and opened steak-
houses in Bandera and 
McAllen before his death at 
age 67.

Bartee Haile welcomes your 

comments and questions at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Texas’ first pilot accident prone but lucky

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist
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BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
Back-to-School Internet Safety Tips for Kids
It’s hard to believe, but 

summer break has come to 
an end, and many East Texas 
schools are already back in 
session. As students return 
to classrooms, they’re also 
returning to school-issued 
devices, apps, social media 
and other online tools. BBB 
reminds parents and care-
givers to make internet 
safety part of the back-to-
school routine.

“Technology is a big part 
of how kids learn, communi-
cate and socialize, which 
makes ongoing conversa-
tions about online safety 
more important than ever,” 
said Mechele Agbayani 
Mills, President and CEO of 
BBB Central East Texas. “By 
teaching their children how 
to recognize scams, protect 
their privacy and speak up 
when something doesn’t feel 
right, parents can help them 
make safer choices online.”

BBB advises parents and 
caregivers to keep the fol-
lowing in mind:

Know what platforms
your child is using

Be familiar with the apps, 
games, social media plat-
forms and accounts your 
child uses. Review privacy 
settings together, know who 
can contact them and pay 
attention to permissions 
which allow access to their 
camera, microphone or loca-
tion.

Protect personal
information

Teach children not to 

share information such as 
their full name, address, 
school, phone number, pass-
words or real-time location. 
Be careful with back-to-
school photos, too. Display-
ing a child’s name, school, 
teacher or grade can reveal 
more than parents intend.

Watch for phishing,
giveaways and “free” offers

Kids can be targets of 
fraudulent emails, texts, 
direct messages and gaming 
offers. Teach them not to 
click unfamiliar links or 
provide personal or financial 
information in exchange for 
prizes, free game currency or 
other offers. Even legitimate 
free apps and games may 
include in-app purchases.

Have a discussion about 
online strangers

Someone your child meets 
through social media, gam-
ing or a messaging app may 
not be who they claim to be. 
The FBI warns that young 
people are also targets of 
sextortion schemes in which 
offenders use threats or 
private images to demand 
money or additional images. 
Encourage children to tell a 
trusted adult immediately if 
an online interaction 
becomes threatening, inap-
propriate or uncomfortable.

Secure devices
and accounts

Use parental controls 
when appropriate, keep 
devices and apps updated, 
use strong and unique pass-

words and enable multi-
factor authentication when 
available. Most importantly, 
keep the conversation going 
so children know they can 
ask for help when something 
online doesn’t seem right.

“The goal isn’t to make 
children afraid of technol-
ogy. It’s to help them 
develop good habits, recog-
nize warning signs and know 
when to ask for help. Parents 
who stay involved in their 
children’s online lives can 
help them become safer and 
more responsible digital 
citizens,” Mills said.

For more information

For additional back-to-
school and online safety 
information, visit BBB’s 
Back-to-School HQ and 
BBB’s Back-to-School Inter-
net Safety Tips.

Parents and caregivers 
can also find resources at the 
FTC’s Protecting Kids 
Online page and the FBI’s 
Financially Motivated Sex-
tortion resource.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.
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PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICE

PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICE

PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICE

PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICE

FOR SALE

SALES

Good Samaritan's 
Thrift/Clothes store will 
be open Saturdays in 
October  from 8 am - 
noon. Clothes sale is 
open Mon.-Wed., 8 
am-12 pm, and 1 
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am 
-12 pm on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Browse our wide 
selection of RV Parts 
and Accessories. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

RENT/LEASE

FOR RENT

House for rent. Small 
2BD/1BT house in 
Point. (903)447-
3129.

STORAGE UNITS

Emory Self Storage, 
Hwy. 69S, 410 E. 
Lennon. Now offering 
c l imate -cont ro l l ed 
units. 903-474-9150, 
903-348-5459.

SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

MCKENZIE LAKE 
WORKS. Building 
boathouses and docks 
since 2001. Steel/metal 
bldgs. & home remod-
eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC 

Has all your welding, 
welding repair and 
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

DODSON AND SONS 
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more. 
903-259-8541. For 
plumbing needs call 
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

G&G GRAVEL. All 
types of gravel, 
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading, 
free estimates. Miller 
Grove. Bret Garrett 
903-268-6910.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing, 
hedge trimming, 
weekly/biweekly rates. 
903-521-8506, free 
estimates.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC

Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance, 
sodding, landscaping, 
tree trimming & 
removal, retaining 
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

TREE SERVICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.
TheWilsonLegacy.com 
9 0 3 - 4 5 5 - 1 5 8 7 . 
Insured, credit cards, 
appointments. We 
specialize in high risk 
removals. Trimming, 
Removals, Stumps.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimming/
removal. Credit cards, 
insured. LI0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

HELP WANTED

Construction. General 
Labor. Some construc-
tion knowledge help-
ful. Starting pay $12-
$15/hr with potential 
for growth. Mon-Fri 
7am-5pm. Overtime 
pay available. Paid 
holidays. Weekly pay. 
No drugs. Send 
resume to ron-
hanks67@yahoo.com
or call 903-268-
7089.

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS 
ISD. Visit www.
rainsisd.org and click 
on Apply Now to view 
current openings and 
submit an  online 
application. Health 
insurance available for 
eligible full-time 
employees. RAINS 
ISD is an Equal 
O p p o r t u n i t y 
Employer.

595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440

903-473-2950
903-473-3657

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY 
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
City of Point Water urges all 
prospective land buyers to verify 
with the water operator or city 
secretary at City of Point at our 
office located at 320 N Locust 
Street Point, TX  75472 or by 
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220 
whether or not water service is 
available to the property in 
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY 
CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with the manager at the 
office, located on FM 1567, east 
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., 
or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is 
available at the tract of land in 
question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

Visit us online at: www.rainscountyleader.com

BUY IT!
SELL IT!
FIND IT!
For information,

call 903-473-2653

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Emory 4B Emory Develop-
ment Corporation (EDC) will 
conduct a public hearing to re-
ceive comments for the follow-
ing proposed project and ex-
penditure of funds: 
• The EDC will receive com-

ments for proposed project in-
centives and the expenditure 
of funds for Calhoun’s Gym 
LLC project, to promote new 
or existing business develop-
ment. Proposed project incen-
tives and the expenditure of 
funds may be used for build-
ing improvements interior and 
exterior, including but not lim-
ited to facade upgrade, sig-
nage, electrical, window, door, 
and landscape improvements 
and other expenses related to 
the same. Total of all project 
incentives and the expendi-
ture of funds not to exceed 
$3,000.00.

The EDC will hold the public 
hearings in which all interested 
persons shall have the right to 
be heard regarding such pro-
posed project incentives and 
expenditure of funds. The pub-
lic hearings will be held at the 
City of Emory/EDC Conference 
Room, 329 N. Texas St., Emory, 
Texas, 75440 on Wednesday, 
November 4, 2026, at 11:30 
a.m.  
Jessie Hicks, Executive Assis-
tant, Emory Development Cor-
poration 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Wine 
& Malt Beverage Retail 
Dealer’s Off Premise Permit 
by American Investor Group 
LLC D/B/A Axtons Bass City 
Resort to be located at 2959 
FM 2946, Emory, Rains 
County, TX 75440. The sole 
Manager of said entity is   
Subhadra Paruchuri, Man-
ager.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Property Code, Rains County Storage, 
which is located on Hwy. 19 and FM 2795, in Rains County, Texas will 
hold a public auction of property being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 
Sale will be at 10:00 a.m. on November 21, 2026. Property will be sold 
to the highest bidder for cash. Deposit for removal and clean-up may 
be temporarily required. Seller reserves the right to not accept any bid 
and to withdraw property from sale. Property in each space may be 
sold item-by-item, in batches, or by the space. Property being sold in-
cludes contents in space(s) of the tenant listed below, with brief de-
scription of contents in the spaces(s).
Tenant’s complete name as shown on rental agreement and general 
description of property:

Sarah Boyett Contents in Unit 5
Nicole Young Contents in Unit 21
Richard Gillis Contents in Unit 37
Ronald Brown Contents in Unit 51
Katia Mora Contents in Unit 52
Hunter Dieken Contents in Unit 59
Elaine Wise Contents in Units 67 & 68
Ronald Gomm Contents in Unit 75
Kathy Lane Contents in Unit 112
Jonathan Mungaray Contents in Unit 119

You break it, we fix it!
Welding & Machining

cast • stainless • copper
aluminum • steel • brass

Tractor & Equipment
mechanical • electrical
oil leaks • broken bolts

Small jobs are welcome!

903-474-0899
430-306-4165

3549 S. FM 779, Emory, TX

Custom Fertilizer
Blending & Spreading

Farm & Ranch Supplies
Tack • Vet Supplies

Seed • Plants • Feed
Hardware • Bird Feeders
Ariat • Wrangler • Justin

Purses & Jewelry
Montana Silversmith

John Deere Toys
Outdoor Furniture

Hwy. 69 & 19 • Emory
903-473-2249 www.longhorntrailers.com

5955 N. State Hwy. 19
Emory, Texas 75440

Phone 903-473-2165
Fax 903-473-4488

East Texas' Foremost Trailer Manufacturer
Supplying Customers With

Quality Trailers at Affordable Prices!

Ag Services DIRECTORY 
Proudly supporting our

farmers & ranchers

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

To Advertise, Call Lea at 903-473-2653

To advertise in the 
Classifieds, call Lea at 
903-473-2653.

Look Twice - Save A Life.
Motorcycles are everywhere!
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By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcat varsity 
football team could not 
overcome a slow start in a 
56-33 district loss to the 
Mineola Yellowjackets on 
Friday night, October 16, in 
Mineola.

Rains ran for 201 yards 
and threw for 139 yards in 
the loss, while Mineola 
amassed 471 yards, including 
three touchdown runs of 
more than 40 yards.

Senior Jabari Shields led 
the ground attack with 174 
yards and two touchdowns 
on 17 carries. Sophomore 
quarterback Cooper Combs 
ran the ball eight times for 
30 yards and a touchdown.

In the passing game, 
Combs completed 12 of 24 
passes for 139 yards and two 
touchdowns. He was sacked 
twice for a loss of 11 yards.

Junior Adam Colson led 
the team with four catches 
for 38 yards, while sopho-
more Cash Dale had three 
catches for 38 yards and a 
touchdown. Senior Samuel 
Haney caught two passes for 
37 yards and a touchdown.

Sophomore Derek Toliver 
led the Wildcat defense with 
seven tackles. Senior Cohen 
Witt and junior Jasdeep 
Dhesi had four tackles each.

Rains received the open-
ing kickoff and was forced to 
punt after three plays.

Mineola needed three 
plays to score on a 45-yard 
touchdown run. Rains 0, 
Mineola 7.

The Wildcats had another 
three-and-out, while the 
Yellowjackets went 58 yards 
in six plays and scored from 
21 yards out. Rains 0, Mine-
ola 14.

The Rains offense had a 
positive run of eight yards 
before two penalties backed 
it up. Shields made the 
penalties a moot point with 
a 75-yard touchdown run. 
Rains 7, Mineola 14.

Mineola went three plays 
and punted, and the Wild-
cats punted after four plays.

The Yellowjacket offense 
started its next drive with an 
81-yard touchdown run that 
was called back. Mineola 
then moved the ball 81 yards 
in 13 plays before scoring 
from 27 yards out. Rains 7, 
Mineola 21.

The next Wildcat drive 
ended when an interception 
was returned 35 yards for a 
Mineola touchdown. Rains 
7, Mineola 28.

A 26-yard pass to Haney 
jump-started the next Rains 
drive, which ended seven 
plays later with a 22-yard 
touchdown pass to Dale. 
Rains 13, Mineola 28.

The Yellowjacket offense 
answered with a 62-yard 
touchdown run on the next 
play. Rains 13, Mineola 35.

The Wildcats finished the 
first half with a 10-yard pass 
and three incompletions.

The second half started 
with a 10-play, 63-yard drive 
by Mineola that ended with 
a two-yard touchdown run. 
Rains 13, Mineola 42.

The Rains offense 

responded with a 12-play, 
78-yard drive that ended 
with an 11-yard touchdown 
pass to Haney. Rains 19, 
Mineola 42.

The Yellowjackets kept 
scoring, finishing a three-
play drive with a 21-yard 
touchdown run. Rains 19, 
Mineola 49.

The next Rains drive 
ended with an interception, 
and Mineola turned it into 
points five plays later with a 
48-yard touchdown run that 
capped a 96-yard drive. 
Rains 19, Mineola 56.

After six plays, the Wild-
cats lost a fumble to the 
Yellowjackets. The Rains 
defense held, and senior 
Juan Rodriguez had a nine-
yard sack to help force a 
punt. The snap sailed over 
the punter’s head, and Rains 
took over at the one-yard 
line.

Shields punched it into 
the end zone on the next 
play. Rains 25, Mineola 56.

The Wildcats recovered 
the onside kick, and Combs 
scored on a three-yard run 
three plays later. A two-
point conversion pass made 
it Rains 33, Mineola 56.

Rains failed to recover the 
next onside attempt, and 
Mineola ran out the clock.

The Rains Wildcats fall to 
1-3 in District 7-3A-1 and 
2-6 overall.

After an open date this 
week, they will take on the 
Commerce Tigers on Friday 
night, October 30, in Wild-
cat Stadium with kickoff 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

Wildcats stung by Jackets
Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcat Juan Rodriguez (55) wraps up the Yellowjacket quarterback for a nine-yard sack 
during the 56-33 district loss to Mineola on the road on Friday night, October 16.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat 
varsity volleyball team con-
tinues to wrap up District 
14-3A play after losing to 
Quitman and beating Prairi-
land on the road.

On Friday, October 16, 
the Lady Cats traveled to 
Quitman to take on the 
Lady Bulldogs and lost in 
three sets, 3-0. The set score 
was 25-23, 25-12 and 25-23.

The Rains volleyball team 
held the Coach T’s 
Fundraiser Tournament on 
Saturday, October 17, in 
Talkington Gym.

Teams of coaches, family, 
friends and JV players were 
recruited by Jaycee Phillips, 

Torri Forbes, Kyal Williams, 
Harper Jones, Rylee Houch-
ins, Paetyn Hogan, Arianna 
Philson and Annie Piechota.

After all the battles 
between teammates, Jone’s 
team, Block Party, was 
crowned the champions.

The teams headed to 
Pattonville on Tuesday, 
October 20, and scored the 
3-2 victory over the Prairi-
land Lady Patriots.

The Rains Lady Cats are 
1-9 in District 14-3A and 
12-22 for the season.(As of 
10-19-26)

They will wrap up the 
season on Friday, October 
23, when they travel to 
Commerce to take on the 
Lady Tigers. The match is 
scheduled to start at 5:00 

p.m.

RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Ladies finish season on the road
Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Jaycee Phillips sets the ball to the net for her Iconic team mate to attempt a spike 
during the Coach T’s Fundraiser Tournament on Saturday, October 17, in Talkington Gym.

I guess most of us outdoor 
types have equipment that 
we’ve become fond of over 
the years. For some, it might 
be an old outboard motor 
that was acquired years ago 

that just 
refuses to 
wear out. 
O t h e r s 
might still 
be shooting 
and hunt-
ing with the 
same old 
30-30 that 

has served them well 
through a lifetime in the deer 
woods. I have several such 
items that worked decades 
ago and continue to perform 
like new. One is a little hog 
trap made of stock alu-
minum. I have trapped a lot 
of wild pork with this little 
trap through the years and 
recently brought it out of 
semi-retirement-it’s time to 
put some prime pork in the 
freezer for an upcoming 
members dinner at office of 
the Dallas Safari Club 
(DSC) next month. 

My good friend Larry 
Weishuhn has for many 
years been an ambassador for 
this awesome organization. 
When Larry invited me to 
help him host the dinner I 
was all in. The plan is for 
Larry to prepare a whole 
bunch of buffalo (bison) 
burgers from the meat of a 
buffalo that Mr. Steve Hor-
nado took while hunting 
earlier this year in southeast 
Oklahoma at the Choctaw 
Hunting Lodge.  My assign-
ment is pulled pork and my 
goal is a couple of young fat 
‘eater’ hogs for the smoker. I 
will mix the wild pork with a 
few domestic pork shoulders. 
Wild pork is usually very 
lean and the fat from the 
domestic pork will help baste 
the lean meat during the 
long smoking process.  

I love planning for events 
like this; the assignment will 
allow me to get out in the 
woods and put my old trap to 
use and later spend some 
pleasant time around the 
smoker transforming the 
meat into tasty barbecue.  

I was given this trap about 
25 years ago by a company 
that sold sturdy aluminum 
traps. These units were 

designed for folks like me 
that want to catch one or 
two small hogs. My trap 
weighs 54 pounds and I’ve 
used it to catch hogs weigh-
ing up to 140 pounds 
although most mature hogs 
are hesitant to go into such a 
small enclosure The trap is 
about 6 feet long and 3 feet 
wide, and it’s easy to trans-
port and ideal for catching 
smaller eater hogs that I 
usually target. There is no 
bottom in the trap, it’s 
necessary to stake it down. I 
once caught a big boar in the 
trap (I had a trail camera set 
nearby and watched him 
walk in). Once the door 
slammed shut, the big boar 
started jumping up and hit-
ting the top of the trap with 
his head and back. His back 
was only six inches or so 
from the top of the trap. I 
found the trap about 20 feet 
from where it was set. The 
big hog had pulled two T 
posts out of the ground and 
snapped a sapling I had 
wired over the top of the 
trap. But the trap works just 
fine for the size hogs I target.

 The last time I used it was 
about four years ago on my 
friend Jeff Rice’s ranch. Jeff, 
Larry Weishuhn and I set it 
in hopes of catching a pig for 
the smoker. The next morn-
ing when we checked the 
trap there were FOUR 
twenty-pound pigs in the 
trap and each one of them 
had its head wedged between 
the vertical aluminum bars. 
In the melee we managed to 
get all the pigs unstuck and 
they hit the woods running 
at top speed. By the time we 
got them unstuck, we had 
lost all interest in smoked 
pork! 

My trapping system usu-
ally produces pork in a 
couple days. I will set the 
trap adjacent a trail that hog 
use on a nightly basis as they 
travel from their bedding 
area in the woods to food 
and water. I will not set the 
trap the first night but bait 
the trail and inside of the 
trap with corn. A trail cam-
era will be set to monitor the 
hogs. If all goes according to 
plan the porkers should find 
the corn the first night and 
probably go inside the trap 
and clean up the bait. Once 

I know hogs are coming to 
the trap, I will set the trip 
wire that releases the door 
late one afternoon and run it 
at first light the next morn-
ing. The trap will be set in 
the shade but in the heat of 
summer, it’s a good idea to 
check for hogs at first light 
each morning. It’s much 
easier and more comfortable 
to deal with processing the 
meat during the coolest part 
of the day.

My goal is to catch a 
couple of smaller hogs, 
process and freeze the meat 
until I decide to fire up my 
smoker and transform it into 
pulled pork. Mixed with the 
domestic pork shoulders, the 
barbecue should be tasty. I 
usually cook the shoulders 
and hams whole and inject 
them with butter, garlic, salt 
and pepper. I also poke holes 
in the meat and load it up 
with slivers of jalapeno 
pepper which winds up 
chopped along with the meat 
in the pulled pork. 

The key to tasty pulled 
pork is long, slow cooking 
with moisture. When cook-
ing straight wild pork, I 
usually add beef broth and 
barbecue sauce to ensure it 
doesn’t dry out. I’ll smoke 
the meat in a big aluminum 
pan for four or five hours 
uncovered and then wrap it 
with aluminum foil and 
allow it to cook overnight 
with my Smokin Tex electric 
smoker set at 200 degrees. 
The meat is always fall-off-
the-bone tender. Rather 
than simply pulling the cuts 
of meat apart and shredding 
them, which is common to 
pulled pork, I use a cleaver 
and chop it across the grain 
into smaller pieces. This 
makes preparing sandwiches 
much easier and avoids the 
often-stringy pulled pork. I 
guess I should call mine 
‘chopped pork’.

I love a good challenge, 
especially if the end result is 
enough tasty meat from the 
wild to feed a large group of 
like-minded outdoor folks! 

Check out Luke’s weekly 
podcast “Catfish Radio with 
Luke Clayton and Friends” 
just about everywhere pod-
casts are found. Email Luke 
through his website, www.
catfishradio.org.

Luke Clayton
Outdoor Columnist

LUKE CLAYTON

The Trap
Contributed photo

Luke has been taking a cue from the fish and animals and venturing forth early and late. 
It’s hot but there’s still plenty to do during the summer doldrums. Here are some tasty 
channel catfish Luke and his friends caught during the cooler hours just after sunup.

General Election 
Tuesday, Nov. 2nd

In the general election 
Tuesday, Nov. 2nd, a total of 
some 3,000 voters in Rains 
County are given the choice 
of choosing candidates, who 
will be in charge of our 
county, state and national 
government. If we do our 
share, we at least have the 
opportunity to vote for or 
against, as our choice.

This year's general elec-
tion might be the greatest in 
our generation to help 
uphold the freedom, way of 
life, yes, and freedom of 
choice.

Vote as you choose, but 
please do vote.

Voting places will be at 
Emory, Point and East 
Tawakoni.

4-H Girls Learn Cake 
Decorating

On Monday & Tuesday 
night the 18th & 19th of 
October, five 4-H Club girls 
went to Jan Stone's house to 
learn the basic cake decorat-
ing steps to having beautiful 
cakes.

Those attending the 
meetings were: Kim Sisk, 
Denita Clifton, Deann Potts, 
Patty Carter and Donna 
Stone. On-lookers attending 

were Carol Stone and Con-
nie Jo Stone.

Monday night the girls 
learned to level their cakes, 
ice their cakes smoothly, 
shell border, writing, and 
making roses. Kim Sisk won 
the turn table when her 
name was drawn.

Tuesday night the girls did 
their complete cake and 
then piped an elephant hold-
ing flag on top of their cake. 
Patty Carter won the small 
teddy bear cake mold when 
her name was drawn.

4-H Club is a great 
organization. You should 
contact Mary Sue Cole for 
more information.
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