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SPOTLIGHT

Armstrong’s passion for animals leads to rescue farm
By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Jennifer Armstrong lived around 
draft horses all her life and is right 
at home on the rescue farm So-
phie’s Home Equine Center (Cen-
ter) that she started in 2020. The 
Center is located at 1581 FM 3274 
in Emory, where Armstrong and 
three other directors presently take 
care of eight donkeys and 13 
horses. All the animals are friendly, 
sweet, and living a good life after 
being rescued from auctions and 
kill pens. 

“We rescue these animals when 
they are no longer needed, wanted, 
can’t work on a ranch or their own-
ers have fallen on bad times,” said 

Armstrong. “We have a few who 
have been adopted but we usually 
only take horses who are not 
adoptable so they can live out their 
life with us. When the animals 
come to us, they are scared, alone, 
possibly hurt and each one has 
been ripped from everything they 
have known. We let them decom-
press, are gentle with them and we 
have a trainer who softens their 
stay at the new place.”

She said one horse that they 
bought from a kill pin was preg-
nant. She then gave birth to a 
healthy male horse who now has a 
large stall next to his mother. Arm-
strong also said that the Bureau of 
Land Management rounds up wild 
mustangs because of overcrowding 

in the wild and she and her part-
ners have acquired two of them 
who are branded brothers and 
share a large stall.

Each day at the Center starts 
early in the morning when Arm-
strong brings the horses into the 
barn after a night in the 34 acres of 
pasture where they graze together. 
Every horse has its own stall with 
an open window to the outside. 
Donkeys have the freedom to go in 
and out of the barn and a small one 
named “Eeyore” likes to grab onto 
human jeans pockets looking for 
“cookies.” 

“The four-hour time in the stalls 
is for feeding, checking on their 

Jennifer Armstrong see SPOTLIGHT on page 2

GENERALLY SPEAKING

Tell me
about it

I try not to spend time on 
Facebook, if I can help it. I 
generally only get on if I need 
to look something up. It’s too 
easy to get sucked in and spend 
an hour-and-a-half when you 
only intended 10-15 minutes. 

Sound familiar?
I was sur-

prised recently 
to find out that 
Girls Night Out 
(GNO) was still 
a thing in 
Emory. Unfortu-
nately, the real-
ization came in 

the form of a video someone 
had posted. They had “gone 
live” at one of the participating 
locations...a day or two before. 
So I missed it. Surely I’m not 
the only one.

But that’s the thing about 
relying solely on Facebook. 
Even if your intended target 
“hops on” before said event, 
there’s no guarantee it will 
show up in their news feed at 
all, much less in time for them 
to attend. It’s a crap shoot.

I get it. That’s how a lot of 
people choose to get their news 
these days. No one knows that 
better than us. But just remem-
ber that there are a lot of peo-
ple in this area that don’t use 
social media. Rains County 
and Lake Fork are a huge draw 
for the retirement community. 
More people than you think 
still rely on the newspaper. 
And with algorithms being 

JENNIFER HILL
Editor

From Staff Reports
Rains County Leader staff

The Emory City Council appointed 
Maggie Ingram as the new city secre-
tary during its regular meeting Oct. 13 
at Emory City Hall.

The meeting opened with an invoca-
tion and pledges. The council then ap-
proved the minutes of the Sept. 22 
meeting with a minor correction, ap-
proved payment of the monthly bills 
and heard reports from department 
heads.

The council accepted Ingram’s resig-
nation from the Planning and Zoning 
Board and appointed Robert Worley to 
fill her seat.

Ingram was then appointed city sec-
retary, filling the position left vacant by 
the retirement of Donna Raper. The 
council also approved Ingram to re-
place Raper as a signatory on the city’s 
accounts with its financial institutions.

In other business, the council ap-
proved the purchase of a flatbed truck 
to replace one that was totaled in an ac-
cident.

Before adjourning, the council ap-
proved an economic development in-
centive of up to $6,000 for Emory Vet-
erinary Clinic. The grant, previously 
approved by the Emory Development 
Corp., Inc. board through its Business 

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Emergency Ser-
vice District (ESD) board discussed fu-
ture vehicles, paid off debt and ap-
proved the yearly incentive pay for fire-
fighters.

During the meeting, the board dis-
cussed options for paying down debt 
that the ESD currently holds on equip-
ment purchased for the local depart-
ments.

They looked at the payoff amount on 
the loan for the ladder truck purchased 
for Emory, the loan to cover the cost of 
the purchase of the new radio system 
for all departments and upcoming cost 

of vehicles already on order.
Board members were informed that 

departments were waiting on final word 
from FEMA on the approval of grant 
money for the radios.

As for the incoming vehicles, they 
were updated on timetables for tanker 
trucks for Emory and Point that are ex-
pected in the spring of 2027. The price 
on those vehicles was around $725,000 
each, with Point expecting a $300,000 
grant to help with the cost of theirs.

East Tawakoni expects their new 
brush truck in the spring of 2027 and 
the new skid unit in about three weeks 
– with grants helping to pay some of the 

EMORY

Emory council names
Ingram city secretary

RAINS COUNTY

ESD board pays down debt, 
updated on future vehicles

By JENNIFER HILL 
Rains County Leader staff

City of Emory employees are 
gearing up for a good time with 
the date soon approaching for 
their annual Spooktacular 
event held each year at Sandy 
Creek Park.

Spooktacular is a free event 
hosted by the city to provide a 

safe, family-friendly alternative 
to trick-or-treating. Roughly 
500 children attend the event 
each year.

There will be booths avail-
able to visit for candy, hayrides 
for all ages, popcorn will be 
provided by the city, and there 
will be prizes for best costume. 
The fun starts at 5:30 p.m. and 
runs until the candy runs out.

There will be two hayride 
options beginning at dusk: a 
haunted hayride that sets 
course through the city ceme-
tery, and a kid-friendly option 
that winds through trails at the 
park.

The costume contest gets 
underway at 6:15 p.m. Prizes 
will be given for first, second 
and third place in the cate-

gories of newborn to 3 years, 4 
to 8 years, 9 to 13 years, and 
family.

Businesses, organizations, 
and even individuals are en-
couraged to decorate and pass 
out candy or trinkets. Free 
10x10 booth spaces are avail-
able, and prizes will be given to 
the three best decorated.

EMORY

Spooktacular set for October 30 at Sandy Creek Park

A drop in the bucket

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Members of the American Legion Post 156 and the Civil Air Patrol collect golf balls after the Golf Ball Drop on Saturday, October 17.see TELL ME on page 2

see EMORY on page 2 see ESD on page 2
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Stress is Serious
How much do you know 

and understand about stress? 
Stress is the body’s reaction to 
pressure, demands, and chal-

lenges and as 
we prepare to 
act, stress 
may present a 
mental, phys-
ical, and/or 
e m o t i o n a l 
response. A 
2022 survey 

by the American Psychologi-
cal Association found 76 
percent of respondents experi-
enced at least one symptom of 
stress in the previous month.

Stress does not always stem 
from negative experiences. 
Positive life changes, such as 
starting a new job, planning a 
wedding, spending time with 
family over the holidays, or 
welcoming a new baby, can 
also be stressful. At other 
times, stress comes from more 
difficult situations like illness, 
heavy workloads, financial 
woes, or family conflict. 
Regardless of where your 
stress comes from it is not 
something to be overlooked.

There are three main kinds 
of stress: acute, episodic acute 
and chronic.

Acute stress. Acute stress 
is short-term stress that comes 
and goes quickly. It can be 
positive or negative. It is the 
feeling you get when you are 
riding on a rollercoaster or 
having a fight with your loved 
one. Everyone experiences 
acute stress from time to time.

Episodic acute stress.
Episodic acute stress is when 
you experience acute stress on 
a regular basis. With this kind 
of stress, you never get the 
time you need to return to a 
calm, relaxed state. Episodic 
stress frequently affects people 
working in certain professions, 
like healthcare providers.

Chronic stress. Chronic 
stress is long-term stress, 
going on for weeks or months. 
You may experience chronic 
stress due to marriage trou-
bles, issues at work or finan-
cial problems. It is important 
to find ways to manage 
chronic stress because it can 
lead to health issues.

When you are experienc-
ing stress, your body releases 
cortisol and other stress hor-
mones. While this response 
can be helpful in short bursts, 
ongoing or chronic stress can 
take a toll on both mental and 
physical health. Long term 
exposure to stress may 

increase your risk for digestive 
issues and weight gain, anxi-
ety and depression, 
headaches, sleep difficulties, 
memory and concentration 
problems, high blood pressure, 
heart disease and stroke.

Stress is something we all 
experience from time to time 
but if you are experiencing 
stress over an extended 
period, you might need to 
evaluate and make a few 
changes to help eliminate 
some of your stressors. Stress-
reducing habits can be incor-
porated into your daily rou-
tine and small changes can 
make a big difference.

Stress may be reduced with 
even simple actions. Try 
taking a quick social break 
and send a message to a 
friend, even a simple “hello” 
can lift your mood. If it turns 
into a longer conversation, 
roll with it. Strong social 
connections are essential for 
emotional well-being.

Physical activity is always 
good for your mental and 
physical well-being, benefiting 
both your heart and your 
mind. Dance to your favorite 
song, go for a brisk walk, try 
hula-hooping, or sign up for 
that exercise class you have 
been curious about.

Getting enough rest can 
help you feel calmer, more 
focused, and more creative. 
Aim to power down earlier by 
turning off screens and wind-
ing down with a book or 
another relaxing activity. 
Most adults need about seven 
to nine hours of sleep each 
night.

Although breathing is 
automatic, mindful breathing 
can help activate your body’s 
relaxation response. Get com-
fortable and take a normal 
breath. Slowly inhale through 
your nose, filling your chest 
and belly. Let your stomach 
expand. Gently exhale 
through your mouth or nose. 
Repeat several times.

Managing stress does not 
have to be complicated. With 
small, enjoyable steps, you can 
support your health and find 
moments of calm throughout 
your day.

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact 903- 
473-4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming events or 
additional information please 
visit https://rains.agrilife.org/ or 
follow Rains County AgriLife 
on Facebook.

NEWS 
BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday 
in the building behind the 
public library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m. 
Hours for Thursday are 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will 
be open every Saturday in 
February from 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Funds go to buy food 
for the needy and to operate 
the center.

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

Advertising Works 903-473-2653

Advertising
Works

903-473-2653

Advertising Works

903-473-2653

Visit us on the web
rainscountyleader.com Visit us on the web:

www.rainscountyleader.com

Visit us on the web: www.rainscountyleader.com

Visit us online:
rainscountyleader.com

To help you feel more in 
control of your money, con-
sider a simple budgeting 

plan.
An easy 

s t a r t i n g 
point is the 
5 0 / 3 0 / 2 0 
rule. Allo-
cate about 
50% of your 
income to 
needs such 

as housing and groceries, 
30% to wants — like dining 
out and streaming services 
and 20% to saving or paying 
down debt. It’s a framework 
you can adjust as your life 
changes.

If you’re not sure where 
your money goes, just 
observe for a few months. 
Check your accounts with-
out judgment, noting money 

coming in and going out.
Then, take small steps. 

Even 15 minutes a week 
reviewing your spending can 
make the process feel less 
daunting.

Budgeting apps can help, 
whether you prefer auto-
matic tracking or a more 
hands-on approach.

To stay on track, substi-
tuting or reducing expenses, 
creating more income as 
needed or adding a small 
cushion for unexpected 
expenses can help.

Simple steps can make 
budgeting feel more manage-
able, and you can better 
align your money with what 
really matters.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Simple budgeting tips
that fit real life

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

The family conversation 
your estate plan is waiting for

You may have created an 
estate plan, 
signed the 
documents 
and stored 
them safely 
away. But 
have you 
shared the 
plan with 
your family?

The events that put an 
estate plan into action, such 
as an accident, serious illness 
or hospitalization, rarely 
come with a warning. If you 
can’t make medical or finan-
cial decisions, loved ones 
may need to step in quickly.

Powers of attorney and 
advance directives can help, 

but they work best when the 
people you’ve chosen know 
they exist, understand your 
wishes and know where to 
find them.

Without access to these 
documents, family members 
may face delays, confusion 
and even court involvement.

A family conversation 
doesn’t have to cover every-
thing at once. Start by 
sharing your values, key 
decisions and who has 
important roles. If you need 
support, a financial advisor 
can serve as a helpful third-
party to assist or facilitate 
the conversation.

A little preparation today 
can provide clarity and 
confidence when your family 
may need it most.

The family conversation your 
estate plan is waiting for

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

Tax season is here, but 
you still have time to make 
smart moves that may 

lighten your 
2025 tax 
burden.

C o n -
tributing to 
an IRA is 
one of the 
most popu-
lar strate-
gies. For 

2025, you can contribute up 
to $7,000, or $8,000 if you’re 
50 or older. Traditional IRA 

contributions may be tax-
deductible, while Roth IRAs 
offer tax-free growth.

If you have a high-
deductible health plan, con-
sider a Health Savings 
Account. These provide 
triple tax benefits: first, 
contributions reduce taxable 
income, second, growth is 
tax-free and finally with-
drawals for qualified medical 
expenses aren’t taxed. Limits 
for 2025 are $4,300 for 
individuals and $8,550 for 
families, plus an additional 

$1,000 if you’re 55 or older.
Are you self-employed? A 

retirement plan known as a 
SEP IRA lets you contribute 
up to 25 percent of compen-
sation, capped at $70,000.

Consult a tax professional 
to find the best options for 
your situation – and act 
before April 15.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor in Emory at 903-
473-1592.

Tax-saving moves you can still make for 2025

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

THE PUBLIC FORUM

Dear Editor 
Flock, Axon, Drones, 

systems installed in new 
vehicles, etc. create the 
power to watch us, our 
children, our homes, our 
work, our daily movements, 
everything we do 24/7. 
These cameras are listed as 
automated license plate 
reader (ALPR) systems that 
capture vehicle details 
including license plates, 
make, model, color and 
unique features like bumper 
stickers or dents. The data is 
uploaded to a searchable 
cloud network used by law 
enforcement. This captured 
data is supposed to automat-
ically delete after 30 days 
unless there is an active 
investigation. The compa-
nies state that this technol-
ogy does not use facial 
recognition and focuses 
strictly on vehicle data 
rather than identifying indi-
viduals. These systems DO 
have the capability to iden-
tify the driver and passen-
gers. This is a concern. 

There are already police 
officers using these surveil-
lance cameras to stalk 
women. We are being told to 
trust police departments, 
government employees, 
intelligence agencies with 
searchable records showing 
every minute detail of our 
lives. The very people who 
are supposed to protect us 
are abusing it! If this can 
occur at the lowest levels, 
what can occur with our 
Federal Government? These 
systems operate without 
strict judicial oversight. 
Hundreds of unauthorized 

searches without obtaining a 
search warrant!

Searchable movement 
records are being stored on 
ordinary people who are not 
suspected of any crime. This 
opens the door for personal 
abuse, warrantless tracking, 
political surveillance, moni-
toring private associations, 
wrongful police stops. This is 
not simply a camera system. 
It is the foundation of a 
searchable unconstitutional 
mass surveillance tracking 
network that records the 
movement, relationships and 
private lives of people who 
have not committed a crime; 
without having a warrant. 

Giving up any amount of 
freedom for “safety” is always 
and will be a threat! Under 
the 4th  Amendment, our 
Constitution protects an 
individual’s reasonable 
expectation of privacy. If the 
government seeks to intrude 
on this privacy, they must 
obtain a warrant supported 
by probable cause. This 
should also apply to follow-
ing and recording our every 
move and location. There is 
no probable cause or warrant 
that would allow this track-
ing to happen. This is a 
breach of our civil liberties 
and a 4th Amendment viola-
tion.

Benjamin Franklin wrote 
“Those who would give up 
essential Liberty, to purchase 
a little temporary Safety, 
deserve neither Liberty nor 
Safety." This is as true today 
as when it was written over 
270 years ago!

Suzette Rogers
Brashear, Tx 75420

Flock, Axon or Similar 
Surveillance Cameras

LETTERS POLICY
The Rains County Leader welcomes letters to the editor 

on subjects of interest to its readers. Letters should be no 
longer than 350 to 400 words. Longer contributions may 
result in your letter being edited or not published. All letters 
must bear the original signature and a printed name, address 
and phone number for verification purposes. E-mailed letters 
must contain a phone number for verification purposes. 
Phone numbers will not be printed unless requested. 
Unverified letters will not be printed. Contributions are 
limited to one letter per household per month with at least 
two weeks between each letter. No fictitious letters will be 
printed. We will not knowingly publish letters that, in our 
opinion, libel, slander or threaten. We reserve the right to 
refuse to publish any letter. Letters to the editor are the 
views and opinions of the writer and do not reflect the 
editorial position of the editor or staff of the Rains County 
Leader.

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
number can only be used once in each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www.sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help
about how to play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

1 4
4 2

6 7 5 2
2 5 9

9 5 8 6
3 5 1

2 4 9 1
6 7

6 9

Commissioners reviewed 
an updated policy for having 
events on the Rains County 
Courthouse square. They 
noted some adjustments 
included setting events to 

only Saturday and Sunday, 
removing a ban on vendors, 
setting a 12 hour limit on 
events, and increasing the 
deposit to $1,000 with the 
right to reduce the amount 

of deposit returned due to 
damages, problems or secu-
rity.

COURT
Continued from page 1

As of press time, the Point 
water system remains under 
water restrictions and a boil 
water notice.

To sign up for alerts from 
the City of Point, go to the 
website, www.cityofpoint.org, 
and subscribe for alerts via 

email and text.
If you have any questions, 

contact the Point City Hall 
at 903-598-3296.

POINT
Continued from page 1

and political books and 
sometimes read fiction about 
wars and economics that 
caused a war or sanctions,” 
said Shaw.

He grew up in Caddo 
Mills but graduated from 
high school in Sherman. His 
medical training took place 
at Grayson College in Deni-

son where he earned an 
associate degree to become a 
paramedic and he also 
worked there on emergency 
management.

SPOTLIGHT
Continued from page 1

sponded to 25 calls during 
the month of March. The 
department categorized the 
calls as 16 emergency medi-
cal services calls, four fires, 
three public assists and two 
calls with no units available.

The next regular meeting 
of the Rains County ESD 
board is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 19, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Emory VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

SAVVY SENIORS

Where to Get Help with 
Medicare Decisions

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ll be 65 in a few months 

and could sure use some help 
sorting through all the confus-
ing Medicare options that are 
available to me. Where can I 
get help with my Medicare 
decisions?

– Baffled Bob

Dear Bob,
W i t h 

a r o u n d 
11,400 Baby 
B o o m e r s 
turning 65 
every day in 
2026, you’re 
asking a very 

timely question.
Many people approaching 

Medicare are confused by all 
the choices available today. 
In addition to original Medi-
care (Part A and B) that has 
been around for more than 
60 years, you also have the 
option of enrolling in a Part 
D prescription drug plan, 
and a supplemental (Medi-
gap) policy – both of which 
are sold by private insurance 
companies.

Another option is a 
Medicare Advantage plan. 
These plans, also offered by 
private insurers, bundle hos-
pital coverage, medical care, 
prescription drugs, and often 
extra benefits like vision, 
dental, and hearing into one 
policy. Most operate as 
HMOs or PPOs and require 
you to receive care within a 
defined network of providers 
in your area.

Medicare Advantage 
plans have also faced 
increased scrutiny in recent 
years over prior-
authorization requirements 
that can delay or deny 
certain services.

To help you determine 
which path makes the most 
sense for your situation, 
there are several reliable 
resources available, depend-
ing on how much assistance 
you need.

Tools and Resources
A good starting point is 

the “Medicare & You” hand-
book, which provides a clear 
overview of the program and 
your options. You can down-
load a copy at medicare.gov/
medicare-and-you, and you 
should receive a printed 
version in the mail about a 
month before your 65th 
birthday.

The Medicare website 
also features a helpful “Find 
a Medicare Plan” tool at 
medicare.gov/plan-compare
that allows you to compare 

health plans, prescription 
drug coverage, and supple-
mental policies available in 
your area. If you prefer to 
speak with someone directly, 
call Medicare at 800-633-
4227, and a representative 
can walk you through your 
options over the phone.

Another excellent free 
resource is your State Health 
Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (SHIP), which provides 
unbiased Medicare counsel-
ing either in person or by 
phone. To locate your local 
SHIP office, visit shiphelp.org
or call 877-839-2675.

You can also contact the 
Medicare Rights Center 
(medicarerights.org) at 800-
333-4114 for help with 
specific questions.

In addition, HealthMetrix 
Research publishes a free 
Cost Share Report at medi-
carenewswatch.com that com-
pares Medicare Advantage 
plans by area based on 
cost-sharing and health sta-
tus.

Get Help
If you’d like more hands-

on help, you can work with a 
Medicare insurance agent.

Keep in mind that agents 
are paid commissions by 
insurance companies, so it’s 
important to choose an inde-
pendent agent who repre-
sents multiple insurers – not 
just one. That gives you 
access to a broader range of 
options.

Also understand that 
commissions are typically 
higher for Medicare Advan-
tage plans than for Medigap 
and Part D policies used with 
Original Medicare. As a 
result, some agents may have 
a financial incentive to 
recommend Advantage cov-
erage. That doesn’t mean the 
advice is wrong, but it’s wise 
to ask questions and under-
stand all your choices before 
enrolling.

You can search for 
licensed agents through 
nabip.org, the website of the 
National Association of 
Benefits and Insurance Pro-
fessionals.

Taking the time now to 
compare your options care-
fully can help you avoid 
costly mistakes and give you 
confidence in the coverage 
you choose.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday in 
the building behind the pub-
lic library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-Wed. 
are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
closed noon-1:00 p.m. Hours 
for Thursday are 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Thrift sales will be 
open every Saturday in 
August from 8:00 a.m.-noon. 
Funds go to buy food for the 
needy and to operate the 
center.

Election workers 
needed

The Rains County Elec-
tions office is critically short 
of both Democrat and 
Republican election workers. 
Dedicated workers who are 
American citizens are 
needed. Call the elections 

office if you are interested in 
joining the Election Workers 
Team in Rains County, at 
903-473-5009.

American Legion 
Breakfast Sat.,
Sept. 12

Rabb Brothers Memorial 
American Legion Post #156 
will hold a breakfast buffet 
on Saturday, September 12, 
from 7:00-10:00 a.m. at the 
Post home at 215 N. Duffy 
St. in Emory. Takeouts are 
offered. Payment is by dona-
tion, which goes towards the 
upkeep of the home and for 
veterans’ projects.

Rains 42 
Everyone is welcome to 

play 42 and moon dominos 
Thursdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m. in 
the Meadows Room at the 
Rains County Library. New 
and experienced players are 

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday–Thursday in 
the building behind the public 
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory. 
Hours for Mon.–Wed. are 
8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., closed 
noon–1:00 p.m. Hours for 
Thursday are 8:00 a.m.–
noon. Thrift sales will be open 
every Saturday in October 
from 8:00 a.m.–noon. Funds 
go to buy food for the needy 
and to operate the center.

Angel Tree 
Applications
open now

The 2026 Angel Tree 
applications are open and are 
only available online. Flyers 
vith the link to apply ar 
vailable at each RISD cam 
pus and on the Rains County 
Angel Tree Facebook page.
Children must live in Rains 
County and under the age of 
18 or enrolled in RISD. Proof 
of residency is required. Une 
application per child. Appli-
cations must be received by 
11:59 p.m. on November 6. 
Application help will be 
available at the Rains 
County Library on Saturday, 
October 31, from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon. For more informa-
tion, call or text 903-662-
8621 or email rainscountyan-
geltree@gmail.com.

Emory Baptist 
Church Fall Festival 
Oct. 28

Emory Baptist Church will 
host their annual Fall Festi-
val on Wednesday, October 
28, from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. in their new Family Life 
Center. There will be an 
inflatable obstacle course 
outside and plenty of fun 
inside. Free hamburgers for 
the family. Come join us for 
this free, fun, family event.

Spooktacular
Oct. 30

The City of Emory’s 
annual Spooktacular event is 
scheduled for Friday, Oct. 
30, at 5:30 p.m. in Sandy 
Creek Park. This is a free 
event with popcorn, candy, 
hayrides, and costume con-
tests. Free 10x10 booth 
spaces are available for local 
businesses and organizations 
to set up to pass out candy or 
trinkets and participate in a 
decorating contest.

Veterans Day 
Program
Nov. 11

Rains ISD and Lake 
Country Neighbors are host-
ing the annual Veterans Day 
Program, Wednesday, Nov. 
11, at Rains High School to 
honor all who served in a 
branch of the  military. 
Registration begins at 8:15 
a.m. and the program begins 
at 9:00 a.m. There will be a 

brunch immediately follow-
ing for the Veterans. RSVP 
by Nov. 1 to lcnveter-
ans@yahoo.com. For ques-
tions, contact Pam Gilliard 
at (903)473-2222, ext. 4112.

LCN Fall into 
Fashion, Nov. 17

The Lake Country Neigh-
bors is hosting a Fall into 
Fashion event Nov. 17, 
11:30 a.m., at The Wild-
flower. The event includes a 
live fashion show, exclusive 
shopping with local bou-
tiques and jewelry artisans, 
and lunch by Fusion in the 
Woods. Tickets are $30 
each. Tables for eight are 
$250. Contact Denita Young 
to purchase tickets at lake-
countryneighbors@gmail.com. 
The deadline to purchase is 
Monday, Oct. 26.

Thanksgiving 
Luncheon
Nov. 17

The Women’s Service 
Club will be serving a 
Thanksgiving Luncheon at 
the Emory Senior Center on 
Tuesday, November 17, at 
11:00 a.m. A total of 75 
meals will be served, with the 
seniors receiving first prior-
ity. Any remaining meals will 
be served to community 
members on a first-come, 
first-served basis. There is no 
charge for the meal. Dona-
tions will be gratefully 
accepted.

Blood Drive in
Yantis Nov. 23

The Carter BloodCare 
Bus will be set up at City 
National Bank in Yantis on 
Monday, November 23, from 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. To sign 
up, visit https//www.
grea tpar tner s . o rg /donor /
schedules/drive_schedule/
177150

Tai Chi Class 
Wednesdays in
Nov & Dec.

The AgriLife Extension is 
offering a Tai Chi for Arthri-
tis and Fall Prevention class 
to Rains County residents. 
The 1-hour class will be held 
every Wednesday at 10:00 
a.m. in November and 
December at the Rains 
County Fairgrounds Pavilion 
(we will move inside when 
the weather turns too cold). 
If you are interested in 
joining us, please call (903) 
473-4580 or email sarah.
latham@ag.tamu.edu to 
reserve your spot.

Toys For Tots 
Donation Boxes 
Available

Northeast Texas Toys For 
Tots now has 2026 donation 
boxes available. If your 
business or organization 
would like to host an official 
Toys For Tots donation box, 
apply today at HuntCountytx.
ToysForTots.org.

Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday in 
the building behind the public 
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory. 
Hours for Mon.-Wed. are 8:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., closed noon-
1:00 p.m. Hours for Thursday 
are 8:00 a.m.-noon. Thrift 
sales will be open every Satur-
day in August from 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Funds go to buy 
food for the needy and to 
operate the center.
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medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

cept a new job. The couple 
also has twins in seventh 
grade – a boy and a girl. All 
three of his children have 
been active in sports, and he 
coaches girl’s basketball in 
the summer. His oldest 
daughter attended Abilee 
Christian University on a 
softball scholarship.

Hoffman says his hobby is 
kid’s sports, but he also has 
about 32 beef cattle, a 
mixture of commercial and 
registered. He and his family 
try to take a vacation every 
summer and have been to 
Mexico several times. This 
year they plan to visit Yel-
lowstone Park.

SPOTLIGHT
Continued from page 1
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Today, AI (Artificial 
Intelligence) systems can do 
incredible things, but impor-
tant results should be inde-
pendently verified because 

AI systems 
can and do 
h a l l u c i -
nate—that 
means they 
may get facts 
wrong or just 
make them 
up out of 
thin air. 
That could 
e n d a n g e r 

lives in some cases if not 
independently validated.

We are promised that AI, 
combined with our smart-
phone, can soon be our AI 
agent, which is an entity that 
can take care of countless 
little tasks that we must do 
these days on our own. The 
AI agent will act on your 
behalf.

When it comes to impor-
tant items such as air travel, 
purchasing items online, 
executing stock trades, and 
many other money-involved 
tasks, there is always the 
chance that an AI agent 
could make mistakes—
expensive mistakes.

Using your credit card 
information, an AI agent 
could do things in your name 
(I call that your AI Wallet) 
that could be expensive and 
not what you had in mind. 
Key to the problem is that 
the legal system in the US 
has not caught up with the 
capability of AI spending 
your money—especially 
when something goes wrong. 
Who is responsible for the 
mess, and who will pay to get 
it resolved? I suspect it won’t 
be the AI systems.

Credit card usage has over 
50 years of experience by 
millions, and responsibilities 
and protections are defined 
in the user agreements, the 
legal system, and case law. 
But as far as I know, those 
one-meter-long fine-print 
end-user agreements you 
must sign to get and use the 
card don’t deal with AI 
agents who may do unde-
sired things with the credit 
card you shared with them.

For example, you instruct 
your AI agent to use your 
credit card to buy two 
widgets online to be shipped 
to you. Instead of two, it buys 
10. So now you have five 
times as many on their way 
to you at a lot more cost than 
you budgeted for the pur-
chase. If the seller does not 
want to fix the error for free 
or take back the excess or 
wrong items, it can be a real 
dilemma. You are the unfor-
tunate entity caught right in 
the unhappy middle of that.

In another example, you 
tell your AI agent to make 
and pay for a round-trip 
flight from Dallas to New 
York City, including hotel. 
Sounds simple. Being on a 
tight budget, you instruct it 
to keep everything as cheap 
as possible. It comes back 
later that day with an airline 
ticket for you to NYC that is 
cheap. That sounds good, 
but unfortunately, you find 
that it’s via Toronto, 
Canada! But because it is 
very cheap, you can’t claim it 
didn’t follow your instruc-
tions.

Oh, and the “budget 
hotel” in NYC turns out to 
be in a very high-crime area 
where even the police usu-
ally don’t travel. But at least 

it is quite cheap, as you 
requested. What a mess!

The AI agent technically 
did what you instructed—
but neither choice is accept-
able to you, and now you 
must try and back everything 
out yourself and hope that is 
possible. At about this time, 
you are lamenting, “If only I 
had done this myself, none of 
this hassle or grief would 
have resulted!”

These are just a few 
examples of where AI can go 
wrong in terrible ways when 
you give it access to your 
credit cards or checkbook. 
Don’t even think about what 
could go wrong if you used 
an AI agent to execute stock 
trades in your portfolio, and 
it went off track. Imagine 
trying to explain that your 
AI agent bought 1000 shares 
of MSFT (Microsoft stock) 
at $510 per share when you 
planned for it to buy 10 
shares. Instead of settling a 
$5100 bill, you now have 
$510,000 due and don’t have 
the funds to cover that! And 
all the AI agent has to say is, 
“Oops, my bad!”

I am sure that eventually 
the legal system and legisla-
tion will address responsibili-
ties and protections when we 
trust our finances to an AI 
agent and something goes 
wrong. Then I may revisit 
the whole process. But until 
then, no thanks. I love AI 
agents as researchers and 
advisers. But I do not trust 
them with my checkbook or 
credit cards yet—at least 
until the rules of AI agents 
and our finances are estab-
lished and settled.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
AI Wallet Risks

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional
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Baiting and Blasting

On Sept. 13, an Atascosa 
County Game Warden was 
monitoring a property where 
illegal hunting activity was 
suspected. After hearing sev-
eral shotgun blasts, the war-
den entered the property and 
discovered two men hunting 
dove over bait. It was during 
a special white-wing only 
season and only two mourn-
ing doves were allowed per 
hunter. The hunters were 
intentionally over their limit 
of mourning dove and were 
still actively hunting when 
the warden arrived.

While investigating the 
incident, the warden looked 
through feed sacks in the bed 
of a truck. He was surprised 
to discover two cleaned out, 
untagged jake Rio Grande 
turkeys in an empty feed 
sack. One hunter admitted to 
shooting them earlier in the 
day and had asked the second 

hunter to dispose of the 
carcasses, which he had not 
yet done.

The hunters were issued 
citations for killing turkeys 
out of season, exceeding the 
daily bag limit of mourning 
doves, placing bait to attract 
and hunting over bait. The 
illegally taken game was 
seized and donated. Cases 
and civil restitution are 
pending.

Hook, Line, and Felony

On Aug. 2, Amarillo 
District Game Wardens were 
patrolling Southeast Park 
Lake in Randall County 
when they observed a man 
fishing from a dock. As they 
approached, the man and his 
female companion quickly 
attempted to leave the area.

When questioned, the 
man admitted he didn’t have 
a fishing license. While run-
ning his information through 
dispatch, wardens learned 

the man had a felony parole 
violation warrant. They 
arrested him without inci-
dent and transported him to 
the Randall County Jail.

After the man was booked 
into jail, wardens returned to 
their patrol truck and 
checked the passenger seat 
where the man had been 
sitting. One of the wardens 
discovered three plastic bag-
gies that had been stuffed 
into the lower portion of the 
seat, containing approxi-
mately 20 grams of a crystal 
substance that appeared to be 
methamphetamine. Upon 
questioning the man, he 
admitted to having previously 
used methamphetamine but 
claimed his girlfriend had 
placed them in his possession.

The man was charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance and tampering 
with physical evidence in 
addition to the parole viola-
tion.

GAME WARDEN FIELD NOTES

Our Money Market Account Is FDIC Insured

Our Insured Money Market Account is a safe, easy way to
put your money to work. The money you invest earns a
competitive “money market” interest rate, and is FDIC

Insured. Plus, you have instant access to your money. You
can withdraw it any time.

To open an Insured Money Market Account, stop in today
or call 903-473-2611.
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1 Linden’s county
5 “Goddess of

Liberty” sits ____
the dome of the
Texas capitol

6 what horses do at
Lone Star Park

7 TXism: “mortage
__ the hoof”
(cattle)

8 circle segment
9 TXism: “___ __ _

wet hen”
15 horse’s father
16 Lone Star State’s

representative
to the national
pageant (2 wds.)

19 St. Mary’s in
Galveston has
one with 3,000
pipes (2 wds.)

21 this TX Rudolph
won gold in 1960

22 elderly seaman?
(2 wds.)

27 TXism: “‘til Gabriel
blows his ____”

28 TXism: “move it
or ____ __”

29 the Alamo early
battle (2 wds.)

30 TX Willie Nelson’s
“The Last Thing _
______ First
Thing This
Morning”

32 Junction High
School class

33 TXism: “sticks
like _ _______
stamp”

36 TX Charley Pride
was a ____ act

37 Dallas’ KDTX-TV
religious owner
(abbr.)

38 _______ flu

1 TX Bonnie & Clyde
were killed in one

2 TXism: “hard as
dodging rice ___
_ wedding”

3 town SE of El Paso
on highway 20

4 Texas Gilley’s was
on this road (2 wds.)

8 TXism: “when he
____ hemming,
he’s hawing”

39 High Plains aquifer
41 the final flag to fly

over Texas
42 stays put in anticipation
45 TXism: “a day ____

and a dollar short”
46 TX Foote wrote screen-

play of “Of Mice and ___”
47 Gray County seat
48 TXism: “fits like ugly

on an ___”

49 this Clayton was
TX George H.W.’s
Bush’s Secretary
of Agriculture

52 Vega High School
class (2 wds.)

53 knife handle
54 TXism: “the tail ___”
55 former cowboy QB

Roger “The Doger”
(init.)

9 Rangers & Astros
AL foe (2 wds.)

10 TXism: “bland __
beans without
salt pork”

11 ex-Cowboy “Neon
Deion” (init.)

12 TXism: “hotter
than _ ___-
______ pistol”

13 “six,” south of
the border

14 pickup wheel shaft
15 TXism: “snake oil

________”
(con man)

16 female horse
17 friendly manner
18 this Kiowa chief

jumped to his death
in a Texas prison

20 TXism: “____ to
the dogs”

22 old Oiler coach:
_ _ “Bum” Phillips

23 blue jeans man
(init.)

24 “Buenas ____”
(good day)

25 heart or nose wall
26 TXism: “loose as

_ _____”
28 this Rochon was

in “Any Given
Sunday” with TX
Dennis Quaid

31 TXism: “running
with the big ____”

34 tantalum symbol
35 Astro & Ranger

headwear (2 wds.)
37 TX Sharon Tate

was killed by the
Manson “family”
in 1969

40 TXism: “in the ___
of luxury”

43 this church founded
Paul Quinn College
(abbr.)

44 TX Charley Pride’s
“Where Do _ ___
___ Memory”

50 informed
51 TXism: “put on the

feed bag”
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CITY GIRL
Fall is in the air

By Linda Brendle
It has officially been Fall 

for almost a month now, but 
the season always lags a bit 
behind in Texas. It’s coming 
though, and here are a few of 

the signs I’ve 
n o t i c e d 
recently.

It looks 
like every-
one may 
have to mow 
at least one 
more time, 
but the 
mowers can 
probably be 

put away after that. And it 
won’t be long before I have 
to bring my potted plants 
inside for the winter. 

Halloween decorations 
are appearing on many front 
porches and yards, and 
others are decorated with 
bales of hay and pumpkins. I 
don’t do much decorating for 
the holidays. In fact, my 
porch looks pretty bare after 
I bring the plants in – except 
for the dead leaves and 
acorns. We’re not seeing 
much, if any, fall color 
though. If we get any at all, 

it won’t appear until late 
November or early Decem-
ber. 

The heat finally broke. 
Rains came a couple of 
weeks ago, and we’ve been 
blessed with lower tempera-
tures the last few days. I’ve 
worn long sleeves and a 
sweater several times 
recently, and I actually 
turned on the heat a couple 
of mornings ago. I may have 
to put the blanket back on 
the bed soon.

It has smelled like pump-
kin spice in the Brookshire’s 
bakery the last few times I’ve 
bought groceries. And at last 
week’s home group, we had 
pumpkin spice butter to go 
with our biscuits. In addi-
tion, pumpkin pictures are 
appearing on Facebook.

Our 55+ monthly lunch 
last week featured soups and 
salads. And I made chili for 
the first time since the 
Summer heat set in last 
Spring. 

The deer are coming out 
more frequently and in 
greater numbers. We’ve had 
as many as eight in the back 
yard, and a few days ago a 

small group played chase, 
running in circles and having 
a great time. I guess they’re 
trying to make the most of 
this weather before they 
have to go back into hiding 
for deer season.

Football is back, but 
apparently nobody has told 
my favorite teams. Some of 
the win/loss records are 
disappointing to say the 
least. Luckily the new sea-
sons of some of our favorite 
TV series have started, so we 
have something fun to watch 
a couple of nights a week.

David groaned when he 
saw his first Christmas com-
mercial on TV during one of 
the recent Cowboy games. 
But not everyone feels the 
same way he does. One of 
the ladies in our church chat 
group has started counting 
off the days until Christmas.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly 
column for Believers’ Baptist Church. 
She is a published author and also 
writes about caregiving, faith, and 
family on her blog at http://www.
LifeAfterCaregiving.WordPress.com.
You can e-mail her at 
LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader

correspondent

by Bartee Haile
Before he boarded the PT 

boat on Mar. 10, 1942 that 
would carry him to Aus-
tralia, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur told the highest 

r a n k i n g 
Texas Aggie 
on Corregi-
dor to “keep 
the flag fly-
ing.”

C o l . 
George F. 
Moore was 
still a larger-
than-life fig-

ure, when he returned to 
College Station nearly three 
decades after receiving his 
diploma and commission in 
1908. The two-season letter-
man in football earned the 
nickname “Old Maud” with 
a mule-like kick said to have 
sent a pigskin spiraling over 
the spires atop a three-story 
structure.

While congress was 
kick-starting conscription 
and National Guard units 
were being activated in the 
fall of 1940, Moore got his 
orders for a third tour of the 
Philippines. From the Corps 
of Cadets, the A&M com-
mandant handpicked 25 
graduating Aggies to accom-
pany him.

Moore arrived at Corregi-
dor in January 1941 with the 
new rank of brigadier gen-
eral, making him “the first 
graduate of Texas A&M to 
reach flag officer rank in the 
Regular Army” according to 
Henry C. Dethloff in Texas 
Aggies Go to War. As the 
man responsible for turning 
1,735 acres in the middle of 
Manila Bay into an impreg-
nable fortress, he had his 
work cut out for him.

Three weeks after the 
unforgettable “day of 
infamy” at Pearl Harbor, the 
Japanese launched their 
attack on the Bataan Penin-
sula and Corregidor. The 
same military planners, who 
regarded “The Rock” as the 
epicenter of the U.S. pres-
ence in the Pacific, knew all 
too well that help would be a 
long time coming for any-
body stuck on Corregidor.

Promoted to major gen-
eral with expanded authority 
to strengthen “The Rock,” 

Moore welcomed 
MacArthur to Corregidor on 
Christmas Eve. The com-
mander of all U.S. forces in 
the Philippines, his family 
and staff joined 11,000 
Americans and Filipinos in a 
bomb-proof burrow.

Over 30 years, the Mal-
inta tunnel complex had 
been dug out of solid rock. 
More than a quarter mile 
long and 35 feet wide with a 
20-foot ceiling and two 
dozen offshoots, the cata-
comb contained a 300-bed 
hospital, ammunition and 
supply depots, sleeping quar-
ters and a motor pool.

With their conquest of 
the Pacific almost complete, 
the Japanese turned their 
attention to Bataan and 
Corregidor in February 1942. 
Days of incessant bombing 
made electricity and drink-
ing water increasingly pre-
cious commodities.

On Feb. 21, the day after 
the president of the Philip-
pines went into wartime 
exile, FDR told Gen. 
MacArthur the time had 
come for him to get out too. 
He put off obeying the 
presidential order for two 
weeks until at last leaving in 
the dead of night.

Maj. Gen. Jonathan M. 
Wainwright took 
MacArthur’s place and 
moved his headquarters from 
Bataan to Corregidor. The 
siege dragged on for another 
month exhausting the 
shrinking stockpiles of food, 
munitions and medicine as 
well as the troops, who took 
sick in mounting numbers 
due to their weakened con-
dition.

The U.S. field comman-
der on the peninsula finally 
faced the futility of further 
fighting and offered his 
unconditional surrender on 
Apr. 9. Enough American 
soldiers fled to the fly-speck 
island to double the popula-
tion of “The Rock,” but the 
rest joined thousands of 
other prisoners on the infa-
mous Bataan Death March, 
one of the worst atrocities of 
the Second World War.

As Apr. 21 (San Jacinto 
Day and the date of the 
annual Aggie “muster”) 
approached, Major Tom 

Dooley (class of 1935) had 
an idea. A&M alumni on 
Corregidor could collectively 
celebrate Texas indepen-
dence and reminisce about 
their beloved alma mater, as 
they did every year, and a 
wire-service reporter would 
include their names in an 
article written just for the 
occasion.

That way the folks back 
home at least would know 
they were still alive.

Dooley, MacArthur’s 
aide-de-camp and a former 
yell leader at A&M, could 
not have imagined the posi-
tive impact of his plan on 
stateside morale, which was 
in bad need of a boost. In a 
glowing profile of Gen. 
Moore, the Dallas Morning 
News proudly predicted, 
“The Japs will play hell 
rooting old Maud out of 
Corregidor.”

But it was only a matter of 
time until the enemy did 
precisely that. The Japanese 
subjected The Rock to an 
unprecedented pounding on 
May 5 with one 500-pound 
artillery shell striking the 
crater-covered island every 
five seconds for five hellish 
hours.

The Japanese troops that 
landed on Corregidor at 
midnight were met by deter-
mined defenders personally 
led by the Aggie general, 
George Moore. The Ameri-
cans and their brave Filipino 
allies fought like demons in 
ferocious combat that was 
often hand-to-hand, but 
sheer numbers slowly drove 
them back to the tunnel 
entrance.

Eight hundred American 
soldiers gave their lives that 
last bloody morning on Cor-
regidor before Wainwright 
and Moore decided more 
sacrifice would serve no 
purpose. After all weapons 
larger than handguns and 
classified documents were 
destroyed, they formally 
capitulated and submitted to 
a nightmarish captivity that 
lasted the rest of the war.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Aggies Muster Before the end on Corregidor

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist
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Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
released the following infor-
mation for Lake Fork and 
Lake Tawakoni taken on 
January 14:

Fork: Good. Normal 
stain; 55 degrees; 3.03 feet 
below pool. The morning 
bass bite is slow but improves 
midday and evening. Chat-
terbaits, lipless crankbaits, 
squarebill crankbaits are fair 
in 3-5 feet along break line 
and outside edges of docks. 
Texas rigs and jigs are fair on 
docks with cover 3-5 feet. 
Report by Marc Mitchell, 
Mitchell’s Guide Service.

Lake Fork crappie fishing 
is nothing short of on fire 
right now. This is the best 
time to catch limits of fish 
consistently with the occa-
sional big fish. Fish are in 

14-60 feet of water related to 
timber, brush, tires, bridges, 
ledges and points. These fish 
are very hungry and feeding 
on shad. Any crappie bait 
you want to try should work 
right now. Small hand tied 
jigs and minnows are work-
ing extremely well and soft 
plastic baits of all kinds 
should also work. Use small 
baits most days, but many 
fish we clean have shad in 
the 3-4 inch range. Report by 
Jacky Wiggins, Jacky Wig-
gins Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 53 degrees; 
1.87 feet below pool. The 
unseasonably warm tempera-
tures are confusing the fish 
on Lake Tawakoni. The 
main lake temperature is 57 
degrees, reaching 60 degrees 
in some areas. The hybrid 

and white bass bite is some-
what tough. Some days three 
boat limits are possible then 
the next day catches are few. 
This should improve as water 
declines to the low 50s. The 
eating sized blue catfish bite 
is still good in 35-45 feet 
with punch bait. Trophy 
catfish are good in 3-20 feet 
with cut shad. We are 
consistently seeing fish in the 
30-50 pound range. Crappie 
are good on the 2 mile bridge 
in 15-25 feet of water with 
minnows or jigs. Largemouth 
bass are tough. If the weather 
stays warm a few more weeks 
the fishing for the large-
mouth will improve. Report 
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORT

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
Rains County Fair

The 96th Annual Rains 
County Fair is just around 
the corner! The fair begins 
on Tuesday, September 15, 
and runs through Saturday, 
September 19. If you are 

planning to 
attend or get 
i n v o l v e d 
with the fair, 
here are a 
few places to 
start! Addi-
tional details 
are available 
by visiting 
our new 
w e b s i t e , 

https://rainscountyfair.com/.

Chili Cook-Off

Looking for something 
with a little spice? The 
Annual Rains County Fair 
Chili Cook-Off will be held 
on Saturday, September 12. 
Entries are due Friday, 
September 11. Cash prizes 
will be awarded to first, 
second, and third place 
winners.

Creative Arts

The Rains County Fair 
Creative Arts contests are 
open to residents, young and 
old, from Rains and sur-
rounding counties. If you 
have not entered before, give 
it a try; we love new 
exhibitors! Rains County 
Fair Creative Arts Divisions 
include Antiques, Canned 
Foods, Collections, Fine 
Arts, Handcrafts, Horticul-
ture, Needlework, Photogra-
phy, and Quilting. Special 
age groups, senior and youth 
age categories, are judged in 
special age divisions.

Make sure you mark your 
calendars; you do not want 
to miss out! Entries will be 
accepted on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8, and Wednesday, 
September 9, between 3:30 
and 6:30 p.m. at the Creative 
Arts Building at the fair-
grounds (with Horticulture 
entries only accepted on 
Wednesday). Creative Arts 
Judging is closed to the 
public. Entries will be on 
display in the Creative Arts 
Exhibit building and will be 
open to the public starting 
with the fair on Tuesday, 
September 15, at 6:00 p.m. 
All grand and reserve Cre-
ative Arts entries win a cash 
prize!

Baked Goods

If baking is more in line 
with your areas of interest, 
you do not want to miss 
entering the Youth or Adult 
Baked Goods contest. 
Entries for the Youth Baked 
Goods contest will be 
accepted on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, in the Creative 
Arts building between 6:00-
6:30 p.m. and judging will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. Entries for 
the Adult Baked Goods 
contest will be accepted on 
Saturday, September 19, in 
the Creative Arts building 
between 6:00-6:30 p.m. and 
judging will begin at 7:00 
p.m.

Miss Rains County 
Pageants

The 2026 Jr. Miss and 
Miss Rains County pageants 
will be held on Wednesday, 
September 16th at 8:00 p.m. 
Tiny, Wee, Petite, and Little 
Miss Rains County pageants 
will be held on Thursday, 
September 17, at 6:00 p.m. If 
you have not attended one of 
our pageants in the past, you 
should, you will not be 
disappointed! We have a 
wonderful group of young 
ladies ready to wow you! 
Follow Rains County Fair 
Pageants on Facebook for 
up-to-date information.

Mutton Bustin’

For youth ages 4-7 years of 
age, the annual Mutton 
Bustin’ contest will be held 
Friday, September 18, at 
7:00 p.m. If you are too old 
to participate, you can still 
enjoy the fun, make your way 
to the fair on Friday evening 
and check out this fan-
favorite! Arrive early if you 
would like to get a seat in the 
stands.

Parade

Get your parade floats 
ready! We welcome entries 
from organizations, individu-
als, businesses, or anyone 
else wanting to join the fun. 
The Rains County Fair 
Parade will be held on 
Saturday, September 19, in 
downtown Emory. The 
parade line-up will begin at 
10:00 a.m. at the Emory City 
Centre and the parade will 
begin at 10:30 a.m.

Youth Floral Design

The Rains County Fair 
Youth Floral Design Contest 
will be held on Saturday, 
September 19. The Grand 
and Reserve winning entries 
will be sold in the live 
auction and all other entries 
will be available for purchase 
via silent auction.

Livestock

Youth livestock shows are 
a county fair staple. Rains 
County youth may show 
animals in the following 
categories: Breeding Beef 
Heifers, Market Steers, 
Market Goats, Market 
Lambs, or Market Pigs. 
Come out and support our 
local youth as they show off 
their dedication and hard 
work. The steer, lamb, goat, 
and breeding beef shows will 
be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, beginning at 9:00 
a.m. The pig show will be 
held on Friday, September 
13, at 8:00 a.m. Market 
animals will be auctioned off 
during the Junior Livestock 
Sale on Saturday, September 
19, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

If you are interested in 
becoming a livestock buyer, 
please call 903-473-4580 or 
visit https://rainscountyfair.
com/livestock/ to register 
online (online registration 
will close at 4:00 p.m. on 
September 18). You may also 
register in-person before the 
sale on Saturday, September 
19, between 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
in the livestock arena.

The Rains County Fair is 
a fun-filled week of activities 
offering something for every-
one. Please visit our website 
for a complete schedule of 
activities, contest entry 
forms, and much, much 
more https://rainscountyfair.
com/. Be sure to follow Rains 
County Fair on Facebook for 
regular updates. We look 
forward to seeing you at the 
fairgrounds!

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact 
Sarah Latham at 903-473-
4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension events or 
additional information fol-
low Rains County AgriLife 
on Facebook.

SARAH LATHAM
Rains County
AgriLife Agent

married in 2001.
The Short couple have 

two grown sons, Matthew 
and Ethan. Matthew will 
graduate from East Texas 
Baptist University in Decem-
ber with a music degree and 
wants to do music therapy 

for children with special 
needs as well as Alzheimer 
patients. Ethan is working 
and is going to start online 
studies in computer science 
with the goal of getting a job 
in that field that involves 
travel. The Shorts have one 

pet – a five-year old husky 
mix dog named Juno.

Short and her husband 
love to travel and have taken 
many cruises. They plan to 
take another cruise to the 
Bahamas to celebrate their 
25th anniversary.
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Women’s Service Club
This year, the Women’s 

Service Club of Emory is 
taking a slightly different 
approach to our Annual 
Thanksgiving Luncheon.

Rather than hosting our 
traditional luncheon at the 
Rose Community Center, we 
will be sharing the spirit of 
Thanksgiving by serving a 
meal at the Emory Senior 
Center on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 17, at 11:00 a.m.

We would also like to 
extend a heartfelt invitation 
to members of our commu-
nity to join us for this special 
occasion. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to enjoy a deli-
cious Thanksgiving meal, 
share fellowship, and spend 
meaningful time with some 
very special members of our 
community.

We will be serving a total 
of 75 meals, with our seniors 
receiving first priority. Any 
remaining meals will be 
available to community 
members on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

There will be no charge 
for the meal; however, dona-
tions will be gratefully 
accepted.

The Women’s Service 

Club has always been dedi-
cated to giving back to our 
community, and we feel this 
is a meaningful way to con-
tinue that tradition. Thanks-
giving is about more than 
just a meal – it is about 
gratitude, kindness, togeth-
erness, and making others 
feel valued.

We look forward to 
sharing this special day with 
our seniors and everyone 
who chooses to join us!

Reported by
Robin Daughety

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
How to Choose the Right Storage Facility

Whether you’re downsiz-
ing, relocating, or simply seek-
ing extra space, selecting the 
right storage facility is crucial 
to safeguarding your belong-
ings. The self-storage industry 
has seen significant growth 
and changes in recent years, so 
making an informed decision 
is more important than ever.

Industry Overview

As of 2025, the U.S. 
self-storage industry includes 
more than 52,000 facilities 
and over 2.1 billion square feet 
of rentable storage space 
nationwide. Industry revenue 
estimates range from approxi-
mately $44 billion to more 
than $58 billion annually, 
reflecting the sector’s contin-
ued strength and consumer 
demand. Texas continues to 
lead the nation with more 
than 5,500 self-storage facili-
ties, driven by strong popula-
tion growth and business 
expansion. National occu-
pancy rates generally remain 
strong, with many stabilized 
facilities reporting occupancy 
levels between 77% and 91%, 
depending on market and 
property type. 

“Choosing a storage facility 
isn’t just about space - or cost 
- it’s about trust, “said 
Mechele Agbayani Mills, 
President and CEO of BBB 
Central East Texas. “Before 
handing over your valuables, 
take time to research, ask 
questions, and understand the 
fine print. A little homework 
now can save you a lot of 
heartache later.”

While storage facilities 
offer convenience, be mindful 
of the issues reported by 
consumers, including:

Unauthorized Access and 
Theft: Instances of break-ins 
and stolen items have been 
reported, with some customers 
alleging inadequate security 

measures.
Pest Infestations: Griev-

ances about rodent and insect 
infestations leading to dam-
aged goods are not uncom-
mon.

Billing Disputes: Sudden 
rent increases and unexpected 
fees have led to customer 
dissatisfaction and disputes 
with storage facilities.

Insurance Challenges: 
Some customers have faced 
difficulties with insurance 
claims, particularly when poli-
cies are sold through the 
storage facility itself.

To ensure a positive storage 
experience, BBB recommends 
the following:

Research and Compare: 
Obtain written estimates from 
multiple facilities. Inquire 
about all potential fees, 
including administrative costs, 
late payment penalties, and 
charges for additional services 
like climate control or insur-
ance.

Assess Security Measures: 
Choose facilities equipped 
with robust security features, 
such as surveillance cameras, 
gated access, and on-site 
personnel. Ensure that the 
facility maintains a secure 
environment to protect your 
belongings.

Understand the Contract: 
Carefully review the rental 
agreement. Pay attention to 
terms regarding rent increases, 
access hours, termination 
policies, and liability clauses. 
Ensure that all verbal promises 
are documented in writing.

Verify Insurance Cover-
age: Determine whether your 
homeowner’s or renter’s insur-
ance policy covers items 
stored off-site. If not, consider 
purchasing insurance through 
a reputable third-party 
provider. Be cautious of insur-
ance policies offered directly 
by storage facilities, and 
understand the terms and 

coverage limits.
Physically inspect the 

Unit: Before signing a con-
tract, visit the facility to 
inspect the unit for cleanli-
ness, structural integrity, and 
signs of pests. Confirm that 
climate-controlled units main-
tain appropriate temperature 
and humidity levels.

Monitor Your Account on 
a Regular Basis: Check your 
billing statements regularly to 
ensure accuracy. Set 
reminders for payment due 
dates to avoid late fees or 
potential loss of access to your 
unit. Make sure you are 
up-to-date on your payments. 
You don’t want your storage 
unit to be labeled “aban-
doned” and put up for auction.

Stay Informed

Staying vigilant and 
informed can help you avoid 
common pitfalls associated 
with self-storage rentals. Go to 
bbb.org to find a trustworthy 
storage facility near you. 

Visit BBB.org to review 
customer feedback, BBB 
Accreditation status, and 
other pertinent business 
details. These insights can 
guide your decision-making 
process. Here are BBB’s tips 
for what to consider before 
renting, what to watch for 
when shopping for a storage 
unit, preparing to visit storage 
units, and how to identify 
scams.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.

EMORY
Girls Night Out event returns to Emory

By JENNIFER HILL 
Rains County Leader staff

Girls Night Out returns to 
Emory with extended shop-
ping hours, promotions and 
prizes. Two more opportuni-
ties available to attend. 

Girls Night Out (GNO) is 
a fun shopping experience 
centered around offering 
extended hours to those 
unable to patronize female-
friendly retailers during nor-
mal business hours. 

The tradition started in 
2015 when Keeley Roan and 
her then-assistant, Jennifer 
Hammonds, first launched 
the idea. At the time, Roan 
was the director of the 
Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC) for the 
City of Emory. “We were 
involved in many different 
groups and associations, but 
we were really excited to be 
a part of the Texas Down-
town Association (TDA),” 
said Roan.

While attending a TDA 
meeting in Granbury, they 
learned about a GNO pro-
gram that had successfully 
been started there. The 
Granbury representatives 
were quite generous with 
information and continued 
support throughout the 
process of instituting a simi-
lar program in Emory, even 

going so far as to supply 
templates.

Hammonds, however, 
took things steps further. 
With the EDC being tied to 
tourism for the city, the pair 
wanted to be able to track 
whether or not the endeavor 
was fiscally beneficial for the 
businesses and helped the 
sales tax numbers for the 
city. The data collected 
revealed that the GNO 
event boosted both. “I would 
credit a great deal of our 
success to Jennifer. She was 
not only creative but num-
bers driven,” Roan said. “We 
used the zip codes [col-
lected] to determine where 
our shoppers were from. We 
also took advantage of Can-
ton Weekend. Not to com-
pete...our GNO started in 
the evening as Canton was 
closing down. Instead of all 
those women sitting in their 
hotel room, we offered a fun 
night of shopping and eating 
with like-minded women!”

Roan indicated that dur-
ing her tenure at the EDC, 
they had approximately 13 
vendors participate. After 
she left, the chamber of 
commerce took over the 
endeavor. With the disband-
ing of the chamber, local 
shop owner Joanna Kestler 
took up the reins as orga-
nizer. 

This year’s event includes 
three Thursdays that coin-
cide with the October, 
November and December 
First Monday Trade Days 
dates in Canton. The initial 
date, October 1, has already 
passed, but there are still two 
more opportunities to join in 
the fun: October 29 and 
December 3.

There are currently four 
shops participating: The 
Nest, Country Flowers & 
Gifts, Lost Treasures and 
Twigs Home & Lighting. A 
fifth and sixth participant, 
Leopard Pearl and Potts 
Feed Store, will be added to 
the list for the event’s final 
date of the year. 

GNO hours are 4:00 p.m. 
– 7:00 p.m., with the excep-
tion of Twigs, who starts at 
5:00 p.m. Shoppers can 
expect snacks, exclusive 
sales, giveaways, and ticket 
drawings. A grand-prize 
drawing is held at the end of 
each night for a gift certifi-
cate bouquet, which includes 
a certificate from each par-
ticipating retailer. Entry tick-
ets are earned for every $10 
spent.

Retailers (or even restau-
rants) in Emory interested in 
participating are invited to 
contact Joanna at (469)474-
9294.

like mud wrestling and being 
on the boat with their dad.

The family likes to go to 
Caddo Lake and take their 
boat out. They take summer 
vacations at the beach and 
would like to go to the 
mountains in New Mexico or 
Colorado, and eventually to 
Wyoming and Utah.
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Living Your October

“October is about trees 
revealing colors they’ve hidden 
all year. People have an 
October as well.”

J ona thon 
Muncy Storm
writer & auto 
mechanic

In the fall, 
d e c i d u o u s 
trees stop 
p r o d u c i n g 
chlorophyll 
and the reds, 

yellows, and oranges hidden 
beneath the green can finally 
be seen. In the same way, 
people moving through mid-
life to older age can change 
and show their colors. Some-
times they get creative, 
discovering gifts and talents 
and abilities hidden all their 
lives. These gifts, baked into 
us by our Creator, are often 
just waiting to jump out and 
bless the world. For many, 
the most beautiful season of 
life comes in the second half. 
Like trees, we wait until it’s 
almost winter to bless the 
world with our best color. 
And in that precious pause 
before we step into eternity, 
we get creative. Maybe that 
is you today. If so, how do 
you find your colors? How do 
you live your October? Here 
are some thoughts…

First, go outside and 
connect with nature. Expose 
yourself to the beauty of the 
natural world for rest and 
inspiration. If you can’t 
escape into the pine-covered 
San Juan Mountains or stroll 
the soothing sands of North 
Padre Island, a short walk in 
the fresh air and sunshine 
through your back pasture or 
down your sleepy residential 
street is a good way to start. 
Pray, meditate, or just think 
while you walk. Consider 
making a walk in the sun a 
daily habit. It will help you 
connect with your inner self 
and foster creativity. If you 
are unable to get outdoors, 
bring the outside inside. You 
can soak in the beauty of 
God’s creation with an open 
window and flowering potted 
plant on the table next to 
your favorite chair as well. 

And don’t ruin your time 
outdoors, or indoors, with 

noise. Seek quiet time. Quiet 
to the brain is like sleep to 
the body. Your mind needs 
daily quiet to re-set and heal 
from the stress of modern 
life. Don’t throw away your 
peace by being constantly 
productive (toss the earbuds 
and constant podcasts and 
music). Let your brain rest. 
Capture quiet time as much 
as you can. This feeds your 
creativity.

Lean into your interests. 
What were you made to do? 
Find what you love. Try new 
things. Strive to be a creator 
not just a consumer. And if 
you create beauty, in any 
form, you are an artist. The 
writer Kurt Vonnegut once 
said:

“The arts are not a way to 
make a living. They are a 
very human way of making 
life more bearable. Practicing 
an art, no matter how well or 
badly, is a way to make your 
soul grow, for heaven’s sake. 
Sing in the shower. Dance to 
the radio. Tell stories. Write 
a poem to a friend, even a 
lousy poem. Do it as well as 
you possibly can. You will get 
an enormous reward. You 
will have created some-
thing.”

Feed and foster your 
creativity. At the core of our 
being we are artists in one 
form or another. Find your 
art and do it. If you love to 
draw, draw. If you love to 
dance, dance. If you love to 
write, write. Maybe your art 
is your flower-filled garden. 
There are few things more 
edifying than a glorious 
well-tended garden. The 
world needs more of them. 
Perhaps you are drawn to the 
stage, a thespian in waiting, 
if so, act. If you are a builder, 
drive those nails and build. If 
you are a woodworker, carve 
and create. If you are a 
potter and your medium is 
clay, bless the world with 
your handiwork. If you are a 
gifted baker, bake. The 
world needs all the home-
made cookies and pies and 
cakes you can make.

Maybe your gift is social 
talent. You love others well 
and create memories. 
Instead of watercolor paint-
ing or jewelry making or 

leatherworking, your gift is 
making memories and 
spreading love among your 
friends and family. An after-
noon of fun at the rest home 
with your cronies could be 
called social art. Your smile 
and presence add beauty and 
meaning to the room. 

It is never too late to 
create, serve, and bless oth-
ers. The great French 
Impressionist painter Claude 
Monet, with eyes clouded by 
cataracts, did some of his 
most acclaimed work at the 
end of his life. Famed actor 
Spencer Tracy, in the movie 
Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner (1967), delivered a 
deeply moving monologue to 
co-star Katherine Hepburn, 
completing his final scenes 
just 17 days before his death. 
His final, poignant film is 
considered one of his best. 
Johnny Cash’s final work, 
American IV: The Man 
Comes Around (2002) is 
hauntingly beautiful and one 
of his finest heartfelt record-
ings, capturing and express-
ing a lifetime of pain and 
redemption and faith. The 
great writer Flannery O’Con-
nor wrote some of her very 
best stellar short stories and 
letters while she was battling 
lupus in the final days of her 
life.

Whatever the form, mak-
ing your art is a spiritual task, 
a divine vocation given to 
you by your Creator. 
Embrace your creativity and 
the gifts He has given you. 
Share them with others. 
Resist fading quietly into the 
last season of life without 
leaving your mark. Like 
autumn leaves that flame out 
in defiance of winter, you 
can show your color and 
make this world a better 
place. Go live your Octo-
ber…

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. 
Described by some as a Renaissance 
man, he is a baseball fan, coffee 
roaster, and accomplished feral hog 
trapper. He likes to read, appreci-
ates the outdoors, and is good with 
dogs and children. He is the father 
of three, and lives with his wife in 
Texas.
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Correction
In the report about the 

Emory City Council meeting 
in the June 18 edition of the 
Rains County Leader, we 
incorrectly reported that the 
Emory City Council selected 
MyWorld Surveying as the 
city’s contracted surveying 
firm. The correct firm is By 
Line Surveying. The Leader
regrets any confusion or 
concern this error may have 
caused.

Social Security is often a 
cornerstone of retirement 
income, but it's often misun-

d e r s t o o d , 
leading to 
confus ion, 
worry and 
poor plan-
ning deci-
sions. Here's 
the truth 
behind five 
of the most 

common misconceptions.
• First, it’s not going broke: 

if no action is taken, 
benefits could drop 
around 2032, but policy-
makers have options to 
strengthen it.

• Second, it won’t replace 
everything. It covers 
roughly 40% of your 
income, so retirement 
savings are still critical.

• Third, claiming early and 
working won’t perma-
nently reduce benefits; 

payments are later 
increased for reductions 
that occurred before full 
retirement age.

• Fourth, if an ex-spouse 
claims benefits based on 
your earnings record it 
doesn’t reduce your bene-
fit.

• And fifth, benefits are still 
taxable if your combined 
income exceeds certain 
thresholds, though some 
temporary deductions 
exist.
The more you understand 

Social Security, the more 
control you have over your 
retirement outcome. 
Grounding your decisions in 
facts rather than assump-
tions can make a meaningful 
difference in your long-term 
financial security.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Debunking five common 
Social Security myths

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor
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Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m retired and was a victim 

of identity theft a while back. 
I’ve already 
frozen my 
credit to pro-
tect myself, 
but I recently 
heard that I 
can also 
“lock” my 
Social Secu-
rity number. 
What exactly 

does that mean, and is it 
something I should do?

– Recently Scammed

Dear Recently,
Freezing your credit was 

one of the smartest steps you 
could take after identity 
theft. But there’s another 
layer of protection many 
people don’t know about: 
limiting how your Social 
Security number (SSN) can 
be used.

While you can’t actually 
“lock” your Social Security 
number the way you can 
freeze a credit report, you 
can block two of the most 
common ways criminals mis-
use it – using it to get a job 
and gaining access to your 
online Social Security 
account.

Your Social Security num-
ber is the master key to much 
of your financial life. It’s 
linked to your taxes, Social 
Security benefits, Medicare, 
banking and employment 
records. With data breaches 
becoming routine and iden-
tity thieves using increas-
ingly sophisticated tactics – 
including AI-generated 
scams – protecting your SSN 
is more important than ever. 
Criminals don’t need your 
Social Security card; they 
only need the number.

E-Verify Self Lock

The first tool is E-Verify 

Self Lock. It prevents some-
one from using your SSN to 
get a job with employers that 
participate in the federal 
E-Verify system.

If someone uses your 
Social Security number to 
get a job, the wages they earn 
may be reported to the IRS 
under your name. That can 
trigger IRS notices, delay tax 
refunds and require months 
of work to correct your tax 
and Social Security records.

To activate Self Lock, 
create a free myE-Verify 
account at e-verify.gov and 
answer a few identity-
verification questions. Once 
the lock is in place, employ-
ers using E-Verify won’t be 
able to confirm your Social 
Security number unless you 
first remove the lock. It 
remains in effect for one year 
and can be renewed annu-
ally. If you ever return to 
work for an employer that 
uses E-Verify, you can tem-
porarily remove the lock 
online and reactivate it 
afterward.

Electronic Access 
Block

The second protection is 
the Social Security Adminis-
tration’s Electronic Access 
Block, which helps prevent 
criminals from taking over 
your online Social Security 
account.

An Electronic Access 
Block disables online and 
automated telephone access 
to your Social Security 
record – including your own. 
That prevents scammers 
from changing your direct 
deposit information, redi-
recting your benefits or 
updating your personal infor-
mation.

To set it up, call the Social 
Security Administration at 
800-772-1213 or visit your 
local Social Security office 

and request an Electronic 
Access Block. If you later 
want online access restored, 
you’ll need to verify your 
identity before the block can 
be removed. For many 
retirees – especially those 
who’ve already experienced 
identity theft – that extra 
step is well worth the added 
security.

Extra Safeguards

A credit freeze remains 
one of the best defenses 
against identity theft, but it 
only prevents someone from 
opening new credit in your 
name. It won’t stop someone 
from using your Social Secu-
rity number for employment 
or trying to access your 
Social Security account.

For even greater protec-
tion, create your personal my 
Social Security account 
before a scammer does by 
visiting ssa.gov/myaccount. 
Keep your credit reports 
frozen unless you need to 
apply for credit, and request 
a free IRS Identity Protec-
tion PIN. The six-digit PIN 
acts like a second password 
for your tax return, prevent-
ing someone else from filing 
under your Social Security 
number. You can get one by 
searching “Get an IP PIN” at 
irs.gov.

Identity theft has become 
a fact of modern life, but 
taking a few simple steps 
now can help protect your 
Social Security benefits, tax 
records and financial future, 
and give you greater peace of 
mind.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Better Protect Your Social Security Number

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

It’s a Block Party!

Photo courtesy of KALEY JONES

The Rains Lady Cat volleyball team held a tournament Saturday, October 17, where each 
varsity player created a team of coaches, community members and JV players. Harper 
Jones’ team, Block Party, won the tournament, making them the back-to-back champions. 
Pictured left to right: Kaley Jones, Shelbi Sheppard, Railynn Noble, Reese Fetty, Harper 
Jones, Tristan Hurley, Hogan Hall, and Zach Sheppard.
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medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the following 
reports of activity during the 
weeks of October 5-18:

Arrests

1 0 - 9 :
Z a c h a r y 
Taylor Shel-
ton. Interfer-
ing with an 
emergency 
request for 
as s i s tance . 
No bond 
listed.

1 0 - 1 0 :
Jaxx Jared Lemons. Posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance, PG 2, four grams or 
more but less than 400 
grams. $5,000 bond.

10-15: Bobby Joe 
Thomas. Assault on a family 
or household member with a 
previous conviction. 
$400,000 bond.

Calls

10-5: Ave. B Point Meet 
complainant; CR 1280 
Debris in roadway; FM 2324 
Welfare concern; CR 4261 
Medical assist; CR 3410 
Illegal dumping; Hwy. 69E 
Abandoned vehicle; E 
Lennon Dr. Panic alarm; FM 
779 Livestock on roadway; S 
1st St. Point Livestock on 
roadway; Sheriff's Office 
(SO) Lobby Found property; 
CR 3202 Medical assist; W 
North St. Meet com-
plainant; CR 1402 Medical 
assist; CR 1402 Burn ban 
violation; FM 515 Welfare 
concern; Hwy. 69 Accident; 
Ave. D Point Meet com-
plainant; PR 7700 Drug 
activity; Old Mill Ln. East 
Tawakoni (ET) Suspicious 
activity; Hwy. 69 Welfare 
concern; Wright Way Dr. 
ET Medical assist.

10-6: W Lennon Dr. 
Open door; 3rd St. Point 
Welfare concern; Planters 
St. Business alarm; CR 1533 
Environmental; CR 4520 
Burglary; S Dunbar Ln. Meet 
complainant; CR 1330 
Smoke investigation; Lee St. 
Special assignment; Pecan 
Dr. ET Medical assist; W 
Lennon Dr. Public assist; SO 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
FM 515 Environmental; 
Hwy. 69W Consensual con-
tact; SO Lobby Meet com-
plainant; Meadowview Point 
Neighbor dispute; FM 514 
Animal welfare concern; 
Hwy. 276 Motorist assist; 
FM 515 Medical assist.

10-7: S Dunbar Distur-
bance; FM 515 Meet com-
plainant; W Lennon Dr. 
Controlled burn; CR 3379 
Gas leak; FM 275 Medical 
assist; S 1st St. St. Livestock 
on roadway; CR 3412 Live-
stock on roadway; SO Lobby 
Courtesy transport; CR 3350 

Residence alarm; W North 
St. Consensual contact; 
1520 at 2737 Motorist assist; 
E Lennon Dr. Meet com-
plainant; CR 1520 Downed 
power lines; 19n at 1567 
Agency assist; Old Mill Ln. 
ET Medical assist; CR 1280 
Smoke investigation; Hwy. 
69 Motorist assist; E Lennon 
Dr. Public assist; CR 3202 
Medical assist; Hwy. 276 
Disturbance.

10-8: FM 2324 Pole fire; 
CR 1325 Medical assist; CR 
1275 Medical assist; Hwy. 
69W Accident; 515 at Wood 
Co Line Reckless driver; N 
Planters St. Business alarm; 
CR 2300 Livestock on 
roadway; FM 47 Livestock 
on roadway; Duffy St. Medi-
cal assist; Locust St. Point 
Open door; Hwy. 276 
Motorist assist; Missouri St. 
Investigation; S Ave. C 
Point Welfare concern; 
Hwy. 69W Controlled burn; 
FM 779 Medical assist; CR 
3025 Animal at large; Hwy. 
276 Reckless driver; Hwy. 
19N Reckless driver; Ravine 
St. Problems with a person; 
Pecan Dr. ET Damaged 
property; CR 3025 Animal at 
large; FM 779 Medical assist; 
Meadowview Ln. Point 
Suicidal subject; CR 3317 
Intoxicated individual; Ave. 
C Point Suspicious activity.

10-9: Quitman St. Suspi-
cious vehicle; W Lennon Dr. 
Controlled burn; 276 at 
1411 Motorist assist; W 
Lennon Dr. Consensual 
contact; Hwy. 19N Medical 
assist; SO Lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 2225 Con-
trolled burn; Hwy. 69E Con-
trolled burn; W Quitman St. 
Warrant service; Pecan Dr. 
ET Medical assist; CR 3381 
Controlled burn; North St. 
at North Tx Consensual 
contact; W Lennon Dr. 
Welfare concern; CR 2340 
Residence alarm; CR 1490 
Aggressive animal; SO 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
19n at 3025 Traffic hazard; 
McMillan Rd. Civil matter; 
SO Lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 2540 Animal 
bite; SO Lobby Agency 
assist; CR 1402 Problems 
with a person; CR 1402 
Suspicious person; FM 779 
Street blocked; CR 3367 
Medical assist; Hwy. 69W 
Accident; CR 1307 Panic 
alarm; Pecan Dr. ET Suspi-
cious activity.

10-10: Hwy. 19S Reckless 
driver; S Texas St. Suspi-
cious vehicle; SO Lobby 
Agency assist; FM 515 
Accident; FM 2324 Aban-
doned vehicle; FM 2795 
Grass fire; PR 7336 Theft; 
CR 1495 Controlled burn; 
CR 3025 Aggressive animal; 
Unknown Welfare concern; 
69 at 47 Reckless driver; CR 

3060 Suspicious person; CR 
3060 Consensual contact; 
CR 3411 Medical assist; CR 
3350 Medical assist; 69 at 19 
Motorist assist; S Dunbar Ln. 
Criminal trespass; CR 1250 
Medical assist; 2 Mile Bridge 
at East Bound Lane Motorist 
assist; E Lennon Dr. Reck-
less driver; E Lennon Dr. 
Medical assist; FM 514 
Suspicious vehicle.

10-11: Hwy. 19N Medi-
cal assist; E Lennon Dr. 
Business alarm; Hwy. 19N 
Medical assist; CR 1495 
Controlled burn; CR 3500 
Civil matter; FM 2324 
Emory 75440 Suspicious 
vehicle; S Texas St. Welfare 
concern; CR 3025 Welfare 
concern; FM 2737 Con-
trolled burn; PR 5440 Live-
stock on roadway; FM 514 
Investigation; SO Lobby 
Courtesy transport; Hwy. 
19S Welfare concern; FM 
514 Welfare concern; W 
Quitman St. Consensual 
contact; PR 5450 Medical 
assist; SO Lobby Meet com-
plainant; FM 2946 Consen-
sual contact.

10-12: E Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle; E 
Lennon Dr. Welfare con-
cern; PR 5451 Medical 
assist; CR 4510 Consensual 
contact; FM 514 Debris in 
roadway; PR 5449 Welfare 
concern; CR 1495 Con-
trolled burn; Hwy. 69W 
Business alarm; FM 47 
Public assist; N Texas St. 
Criminal trespass; CR 3400 
Welfare concern; FM 47 
Motorist assist; CR 3333 
Courtesy transport; SO 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
PR 5440 Livestock on road-
way; E Lennon Dr. Medical 
assist; Harris Harbor Rd. ET 
Medical assist; Hwy. 19S 
Debris in roadway; FM 779 
Harassment; CR 1430 
Smoke investigation; FM 
2946 Found property; FM 
514 Livestock on roadway; 
Hwy. 69W Consensual con-
tact.

10-13: CR 1275 Medical 
assist; FM 515 Debris in 
roadway; E Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle; FM 275 
Panic alarm; FM 513 Mental 
subject; FM 514 Livestock 
on roadway; E Lennon Dr. 
Criminal trespass; CR 1475 
Abandoned vehicle; FM 514 
Suspicious vehicle; Hwy. 
69W Livestock on roadway; 
CR 4480 Suspicious vehicle; 
CR 4430 Suspicious vehicle; 
Hwy. 69W Business alarm; 
CR 1451 Environmental; CR 
3025 Animal welfare con-
cern; Hwy. 69W Environ-
mental; FM 2946 Consen-
sual contact; Katherine 
Point Consensual contact; 
Hwy. 69W Livestock on 
roadway; Hwy. 19S Acci-
dent; FM 514 Motorist 

assist; Hwy. 69W Reckless 
driver; E Lennon Dr. Suspi-
cious person; CR 3400 Med-
ical assist; Hwy. 276 Suspi-
cious person.

10-14: CR 1470 Medical 
assist; CR 1402 Welfare 
concern; N 1st St. Point 
Suspicious activity; Fish 
Point Rd. ET Medical assist; 
PR 5441 Medical assist; 
Hwy. 69W Residence alarm; 
CR 3120 Environmental; CR 
3130 Environmental; 69 at 
Hunt Co Reckless driver; W 
Hwy. 69 at Hunt Co Reck-
less driver; CR 4480 Live-
stock on roadway; SO Lobby 
Meet complainant; FM 2946 
Debris in roadway; Hwy. 276 
Medical assist; CR 1430 
Warrant service; Hwy. 276 
Motorist assist; Assault 
reported to SO Lobby; Fish 
Point Rd. ET Welfare con-
cern.

10-15: Lakeview Dr. ET 
Agency assist; Hwy. 19N 
Prisoner transport; Littlefield 
Dr. ET Disturbance; E Hwy. 
69 at City Limits Welfare 
concern; 514 at 275 Live-
stock on roadway; Hwy. 
69W Reckless driver; PR 
7328 Criminal trespass; W 
Lennon Dr. Motorist assist; 
CR 3060 Environmental; 69 
at Brookshires Reckless 
driver; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; E Lennon Dr. 
Accident; 276 at 69 Acci-
dent; CR 1235 Harassment; 
515 at Whataburger Meet 
complainant; 19s at Co Line 
Motorist assist; Hwy. 276 ET 
Disturbance; E Lennon Dr. 
Consensual contact; SO 
Lobby Warrant service; FM 
2946 Medical assist; CR 
3030 Animal welfare con-
cern; Hwy. 276 Intoxicated 
individual; Hwy. 69W Medi-
cal assist; Tawakoni Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle; 
Tawakoni Dr. Consensual 
contact; Tawakoni Dr. Con-
sensual contact; S Texas St. 
Consensual contact.

10-16: CR 4480 Medical 
assist; E Lennon Dr. Welfare 
concern; N Texas St. Busi-
ness alarm; Rabe Rd. Point 
Downed power lines; W 
Quitman St. Meet com-
plainant; CR 3346 Welfare 
concern; FM 3274 Agency 

assist; CR 3374 Agency 
assist; Hwy. 19S Vehicle in 
roadway; 515 at 2946s Con-
sensual contact; W Quitman 
St. Animal at large; N Texas 
St. Business alarm; FM 2795 
& Rscr 3480 Welfare con-
cern; E Lennon Dr. Motorist 
assist; FM 779 Livestock on 
roadway; 276 at 1502 Debris 
in roadway; PR 5450 Medi-
cal assist; FM 779 Grass fire; 
FM 779 Civil matter; CR 
1470 Environmental; W 
Lennon Dr. Civil matter; CR 
3374 Warrant service; S 
Texas St. Motorist assist; E 
Lennon Dr. Theft; E Lennon 
Dr. Animal bite; N Texas St. 
Medical assist; FM 779 Grass 
fire; PR 5441 Gas leak; SO 
Lobby Medical assist; CR 
2300 Welfare concern; SO 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
PR 5501 Welfare concern.

10-17: W Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle; CR 3400 
Medical assist; Hwy. 276 
Business alarm; Hwy. 69W 
Reckless driver; Hwy. 276 
Reckless driver; CR 3335 
Assault; Hwy. 69W Motorist 
assist; S Texas St. Trespass-
ing; Hwy. 276 ET Reckless 
driver; Hwy. 69W Aban-
doned vehicle; CR 4480 
Medical assist; Hwy. 19N 
Vehicle fire; E Lennon Dr. 
Welfare concern; Fish Point 
ET Welfare concern; CR 
2225 Controlled burn; E 
Lennon Dr. Criminal tres-
pass; FM 2737 ET Debris in 
roadway; Braziel Bay ET 
Release property; SO Lobby 
Meet complainant; PR 7423 
Controlled burn; N Texas 
St. Hit-and-run accident; 
Briggs Blvd. ET Courtesy 
transport; Barn St. Medical 
assist; Hwy. 69W Reckless 
driver; E Lennon Dr. Suspi-
cious person.

10-18: PR 7710 Medical 
assist; CR 1480 Medical 
assist; PR 7710 Medical 
assist; CR 3500 Medical 
assist; Hwy. 69W Motorist 
assist; Hwy. 19S Suspicious 
vehicle; SO Lobby Meet 
complainant; Harassment 
reported to SO Lobby; Hwy. 
69W Business alarm; CR 
3411 Civil matter; CR 3330 
Reckless driver; College St. 
Animal welfare concern; CR 

2440 Stolen vehicle; SO 
Lobby Meet complainant; 
PR 7703 Medical assist; FM 
514 Criminal mischief; 
Wright Way Dr. ET Open 
door; FM 275 Hit-and-run 
accident; CR 1402 Medical 
assist; CR 4253 Burglary; E 
Lennon Dr. Accident; FM 
514 Meet complainant; Lake 
Fork Dr. Open door.

The Sheriff's Department 
reported 1028 calls for the 
two weeks. Among the calls 
were: 5 criminal trespass, 1 
damaged property, 7 debris 
in roadway calls, 4 distur-
bances, 2 downed power line 
calls, 1 drug activity, 133 
extra patrols, 19 follow up 
investigations, 2 found prop-
erty, 8 environmental calls, 2 
intoxicated individuals, 2 
investigations, 2 gas leaks, 15 
livestock on roadway calls, 
22 meet complainant calls, 1 
neighbor dispute, 4 open 
doors, 1 illegal dumping, 3 
grass fires, 2 problems with a 
person calls, 31 public ser-
vice calls, 16 reckless drivers, 
3 smoke investigations, 1 
special assignment, 1 street 
blocked, 1 suicidal subject, 4 
suspicious activity calls, 5 
suspicious persons, 12 suspi-
cious vehicles, 2 thefts, 1 
traffic hazard, 4 warrant 
services, 24 welfare con-
cerns, 8 accidents, 12 con-
trolled burns, 1 pole fire, 2 
aggressive animals, 3 public 
assists, 173 area checks, 16 
consensual contacts, 3 build-
ing checks, 4 abandoned 
vehicles, 6 agency assists, 9 
business alarms, 1 burn ban 
violation, 3 panic alarms, 3 
residence alarms, 3 animal at 
large calls, 2 animal bites, 4 
animal welfare concerns, 16 
motorist assists, 2 burglaries, 
5 civil matters, 4 courtesy 
transports, 1 paper service, 1 
criminal mischief, 1 vehicle 
fire, 3 harassment, 1 mental 
subject, 1 stolen vehicle, 1 
prisoner transport, 1 vehicle 
in roadway, 1 trespassing, 2 
hit-and-run accidents, 1 
release property, 2 assaults.

There were 343 traffic 
stops, 275 warnings, 53 
citations, 48 medical calls, 
and 21 transports.

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

Sheriff’s Report

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
11:

Fork: Slow. Nnormal 
stain; 54 degrees; 3.07 feet 
below pool. Water tempera-
tures have risen to 51-56 
degrees.

The morning bite is slow, 
but picks up by mid morning. 
Squarebill crankbaits and 
chatterbaits are good in 4-6 
feet around flats. Lipless 
crankbaits and suspending 
jerkbaits are good around 
ditches or drains in 5-7 feet. 
Some deeper fish showing up 
suspended over road beds 
and humps in 16-23 feet of 
water with deep diving 
crankbaits or flutter spoons. 
Report by Marc Mitchell, 
Mitchell’s Guide Service.

Crappie are stacked up on 
deep timber along the main 
lake creek channels like they 
have been all winter. Look 
for fish in the 35-60 feet 
depth range with fish around 

15-30 feet down. We still 
have some fish on other 
patterns like bridges, brush 
piles, tire reefs, points and 
ledges. These are more hit or 
miss and may be smaller fish. 
Small hand tied jigs and 
minnows are working well 
and I’m sure soft plastics will 
produce fish also. The most 
important thing I’ve seen 
after the last huge cold front 
is to fish slowly. Try to keep 
your baits in the strike zone 
just above fish as long as 
possible and as still as 
possible. Low wind days may 
be the best days for catching 
fish until the water tempera-
ture begins rising up and the 
bite changes. Not all fish will 
bite and you may see fifty 
percent of the fish bite well 
and the other half just do not 
respond to baits. Do not 
spend tons of time on non 
responsive fish. Move on to 
fish that want to bite and 
you’ll end up filling the 
cooler up. Report by Jacky 
Wiggins, Jacky Wiggins 
Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 52 degrees; 
1.98 feet below pool.

The white bass and 
hybrid-striper are still feed-
ing. The best bite was with 
soft plastics in 20-25 feet on 
the main lake. Eating sized 
blue catfish are good in 
40-50 feet on small cut shad 
and punch bait. Bigger fish 
are being caught compared 
to last week. The trophy 
catfish are good as fish feed 
up due to the falling temper-
atures. Quality fish up to 40 
pounds are on main lake 
points and mid depths in 
30-45 feet of water. The 
crappie are still fair on bridge 
columns and deep timber 
with jigs in 20-28 feet. The 
largemouth bass bite has 
slowed down with the cold 
shallow water temperature. 
Try rip rap with larger 
plastics in 8-12 feet. Report 
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORT

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
A Matter of Balance

According to a compiled 
list of fall-related statistics by 
the National Council on 
Aging (2023), 1 in 4 Ameri-

cans over 
age sixty-five 
fall every 
year, making 
falls the 
l e a d i n g 
cause of fatal 
and non-
fatal injuries 

in the United States. Addi-
tionally, every eleven sec-
onds someone over age 
sixty-five is treated in the 
emergency room for fall-
related injuries and every 
nineteen minutes someone 
dies from a fall-related 
injury. In other words, falls 
are responsible for more than 
3 million ER visits and more 
than 32,000 deaths annually. 
The fear of falling can lead to 
reduced activities, physical 
health decline, social isola-
tion and depression.

Aging comes with a 
variety of unique quirks, 
oddities and issues, but 
falling and fall-related 
injuries are at the top of the 
list of concerns. Factors 
contributing to fall risks 
include,

Physical Factors: Age-
related changes in vision, 
balance, and muscle strength 
can increase the likelihood 
of falls. Chronic health 
conditions such as arthritis, 
osteoporosis, and Parkinson's 
disease can also impair 
mobility and balance, mak-
ing individuals more suscep-

tible to falls.
Environmental Hazards: 

Cluttered living spaces, 
inadequate lighting, slippery 
floors, uneven surfaces, and 
lack of handrails or grab-bars 
significantly contribute to 
fall risks.

Medications: Certain 
medications, particularly 
those that cause dizziness, 
drowsiness, or changes in 
blood pressure, can increase 
the risk of falls.

Lifestyle Factors: Seden-
tary behavior, lack of physi-
cal activity, and poor nutri-
tion can weaken muscles, 
decrease bone density, and 
compromise overall health, 
thereby increasing suscepti-
bility to falls.

Falling, fall-related 
injuries, and a fear of falling 
do not have to be a guaran-
teed part of aging. Falls can 
be avoided through lifestyle 
changes and participation in 
evidence-based fall preven-
tion programs. A Matter of 
Balance (AMOB), an eight-
session evidence-based fall 
prevention program, has 
been specifically designed to 
help seniors aged sixty and 
older reduce their fear of 
falling and increase activity 
levels. Many older adults 
who develop this fear often 
limit their activities, which 
can result in physical weak-
ness, making the risk of 
falling even greater. Activi-
ties are conducted in two-
hour sessions once a week 
over an eight-week period. 
AMOB addresses physical, 

environmental, medical, and 
lifestyle factors associated 
with falling along with 
introducing evidence-based 
exercises. Attending an 
AMOB course significantly 
reduces the risk of falls and 
helps improve quality of life 
for aging individuals.

Rains County AgriLife 
will be hosting A Matter of 
Balance. This eight-session 
program will be held every 
Wednesday from 10:00 am 
-12:00 noon beginning April 
1 at the Rains County 
AgriLife Extension office, 
located at 410 Tawakoni Dr. 
in Emory. Please consider 
joining if you are concerned 
about falls, have fallen in the 
past, have restricted your 
activities due to falling 
concerns, or have an interest 
in improving balance, flexi-
bility, and strength.

Call to reserve your spot! 
If you or someone you love 
has experienced a fall or has 
a fear of falling, call the 
Rains County AgriLife 
Extension office at 903- 
473-4580 to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited. This 
program is open to all and is 
free of charge.

If you have questions or 
concerns, contact 903-473-
4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming events or 
additional information visit 
https://rains.agrilife.org/ or 
follow Rains County AgriL-
ife on Facebook.

Visit us online:
www.RainsCountyLeader.com
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Flushing Out
a Poacher

On Nov. 2, Henderson 
County Game Wardens filed 
charges against a man for 
hunting without landowner 
consent. The wardens had 
been investigating the sus-
pect since last deer season, 
when they found an unusual 
hunting blind made out of a 
converted port-a-potty. 
Unable to catch the suspect 
last year, wardens set up a 
game camera along the prop-
erty line in hopes the hunter 
would return to hunt the 
same unusual blind.

On the opening morning 
of deer season, the camera 
captured the suspect walking 
to his "toilet stand." Not long 
after, wardens confronted the 
hunter and he confessed to 
hunting without permission. 
Charges were filed, and the 
man removed the blind and 
feeder from the property.

Bailout Results
in Bale-Out

While assisting other law 
enforcement agencies as part 
of Operation Lone Star, a 

Texas Game Warden and his 
K9 partner, Jake, were called 
to track a bailout suspect. 
Before starting their search 
for the bailout, though, Jake 
alerted to the vehicle — an 
indication people could be 
inside. However, Jake and his 
partner began pursuing the 
track of the bailout suspect 
and left the vehicle alone so 
it could be processed for 
evidence.

After successfully locating 
and aiding in the apprehen-
sion of their suspect, the 
game warden received a call 
from the agent at the scene 
and were surprised to learn 
the haybale in the bed of the 
truck had just flipped over 
and requested assistance. 
Officers discovered 10 
undocumented individuals 
hiding inside the fake hay 
bale.

Baiting and Blasting

On Sept. 13, an Atascosa 
County Game Warden was 
monitoring a property where 
illegal hunting activity was 
suspected. After hearing sev-
eral shotgun blasts, the war-
den entered the property and 

discovered two men hunting 
dove over bait. It was during 
a special white-wing only 
season and only two mourn-
ing doves were allowed per 
hunter. The hunters were 
intentionally over their limit 
of mourning dove and were 
still actively hunting when 
the warden arrived.

While investigating the 
incident, the warden looked 
through feed sacks in the bed 
of a truck. He was surprised 
to discover two cleaned out, 
untagged jake Rio Grande 
turkeys in an empty feed 
sack. One hunter admitted to 
shooting them earlier in the 
day and had asked the second 
hunter to dispose of the 
carcasses, which he had not 
yet done.

The hunters were issued 
citations for killing turkeys 
out of season, exceeding the 
daily bag limit of mourning 
doves, placing bait to attract 
and hunting over bait. The 
illegally taken game was 
seized and donated. Cases 
and civil restitution are 
pending.

GAME WARDEN FIELD NOTES

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Senate GOP opens wallet for Paxton’s campaign

The Senate Republican 
leadership is pouring tens of 
millions of dollars into the 
U.S. Senate campaign of 

T e x a s 
At to rney 
G e n e r a l 
Ken Pax-
ton, who is 
locked in a 
tight race 
w i t h 
D e m o -
c r a t i c 
n o m i n e e 

James Talarico.
A super PAC affiliated 

with Senate Majority Leader 
John Thune last week pur-
chased about $32 million in 
television broadcast ads 
across the state’s major 

media markets, The Texas 
Tribune reported. In addi-
tion, MAGA Inc., a PAC 
aligned with President Don-
ald Trump, bought $10 
million in ads.

Paxton is trailing slightly 
in the most recent polls. To 
date, he has been vastly 
outspent by Talarico and his 
allies.

Paxton spoke at the 
Republican midterm con-
vention held last week in 
Dallas, according to the 
Texas Standard. He 
unveiled his economic plan, 
titled Protecting the Texas 
Promise.

“Everywhere I go, I meet 
Texans working harder than 
ever that still worry that 

they’ll never get ahead,” 
Paxton said. “Those are the 
people that I’m fighting for.”

Meanwhile, Talarico was 
slated to appear on late-
night host Jimmy Kimmel’s 
network show, but the inter-
view was pulled under con-
cerns that the Federal Com-
munications Commission 
would take punitive action.

The interview was aired 
on YouTube instead. Several 
news outlets reported it 
received 5 million views in 
its first 24 hours.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, including 
in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Advertising
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903-473-2653

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

Dear Savvy Senior,
My husband and I are 

relocating to a nearby state to 
be closer to our daughter and 
will need to find a new primary 
care physician when we arrive. 

We are both 
in our late 70s 
and are inter-
ested in get-
ting a geriatri-
cian to over-
see our health 
care going 
forward. Any 
sug g e s t i on s 
for finding 

someone?

Searching for Care

Dear Searching,
Choosing a geriatrician as 

your primary care doctor in 
your 70s is a good idea, 
especially if you’re dealing 
with various age-related 
health problems. But if 
you’re in relatively good 
health you may not need a 
geriatrician. A good primary 
care doctor with an age-
friendly philosophy may be 
all you need. Here’s what 
you should know.

Who Needs a 
Geriatrician?

Geriatricians are primary 
care doctors that have addi-
tional specialized training in 
treating older patients. 
Those who can benefit the 
most from seeing a geriatri-
cian are seniors age 75 and 
older with multiple health 
and age-related problems 
such as cardiovascular dis-
ease, diabetes, hypertension, 
incontinence, osteoporosis, 
cognitive decline, frailty, 
depression, or trouble with 
balance and falls.

Geriatricians are also 
particularly adept at tackling 
medication problems. 
Because many seniors take 
multiple medications at the 
same time for various health 
conditions, and because 
aging bodies often absorb 
and metabolize drugs differ-
ently than younger adults, 
unique side effects and drug 
interactions are not uncom-
mon. A geriatrician will 
evaluate and monitor your 
medications to be sure they 
are not affecting you in a 
harmful way.

Geriatricians can also help 
their patients and families 
determine their long-term 
care needs, like how long 
they can remain in their own 
homes safely without assis-
tance, and what type of 
services may be necessary 
when they do need some 
extra help.

Unfortunately, there’s a 
shortage of geriatricians in 
the U.S., so depending on 
where you are moving, 
finding one may be difficult.

To help you locate one in 
your new area, use Medi-
care’s online find and com-
pare search tool. Just go to 
Medicare.gov/care-compare 
and click on “Doctors & 
Clinicians” and type in your 
location, then type in “geri-
atric medicine” in the Name 
& Keyword box. You can 
also get this information by 
calling Medicare at 800-633-
4227. The American Geri-
atrics Society also has a 
geriatrician-finder tool on 
their website at HealthinAg-
ing.org.

If you’re enrolled in a 
Medicare Advantage plan, 
contact your plan for a list of 

network geriatricians in your 
new area.

Keep in mind, though, 
that locating a geriatrician 
doesn’t guarantee you will be 
accepted as a patient. Many 
doctors already have a full 
patient roster and don’t 
accept any new patients. 
You’ll need to call the 
individual doctor’s office to 
find out.

Age-Friendly PCPs

If you and your husband 
are in relatively good health 
or if you can’t find a geriatri-
cian in your new area, a good 
primary care physician 
(PCP) that practices age-
friendly care would also be a 
viable choice.

To search for new PCPs, 
use the previously listed 
Medicare tools. Once you 
locate a few, call their office 
and ask if they’re accepting 
new patients and if they 
practice the 4Ms of age 
friendly care, which include: 
What Matters (your goals 
and priorities); Medication 
safety and appropriateness; 
Mentation (cognition and 
mood); and Mobility (ways 
to keep you moving).

You can also research new 
doctors at sites like Health-
grades.com and Vitals.com.

If you’re finding it hard to 
get into a new practice, you 
might even consider looking 
for a geriatric nurse practi-
tioner or advanced practice 
registered nurse to serve as 
your PCP.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Locate an Age-Friendly Doctor

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

by Bartee Haile
The search for George 

Sessions Perry, missing from 
his riverside home in Con-
necticut, entered its second 
month on Jan. 14, 1957 with 

no sign of 
the famous 
writer.

T h e 
future novel-
ist and mag-
azine con-
tributor was 
born and 
raised in the 
C e n t r a l 

Texas town of Rockdale. His 
father, owner of two drug 
stores, and artistic mother 
doted on their only child 
gladly granting his every 
wish.

Even though the Perrys 
did not live directly off the 
land, the sensitive boy 
empathized with the share-
croppers and tenant farmers 
of Milam County. Two of his 
early unpublished novels 
were scathing indictments of 
the rural poverty witnessed 
in his youth.

The head of the house-
hold died of Bright’s disease, 
which destroys the kidneys, 
in 1921, when Perry was 11 
years old. His emotionally 
fragile mother quickly mar-
ried again but took her own 
life in 1923.

According to a childhood 
friend, Perry felt responsible 
for the tragic death of his 
beloved mother. “First, 
because his failure to give her 
the affection she needed 
caused her to remarry, and 
then because he did not kill 
the husband who had made 
her so unhappy.”

The orphan rebelled 
against his domineering and 
ill-tempered grandmother 
and an uncle, who doled out 
the income from his inheri-
tance. In response to Perry’s 
bad behavior and poor 
grades, the surrogate father 
packed him off to Allen 
Academy in Bryan, where he 
shaped up and finished high 
school.

After attending South-
western University, Purdue 
and the University of Hous-
ton, Perry quit college alto-
gether and spent six months 
selling shoes and lampshades 

in Chicago. Deciding to see 
the world, he worked his way 
across the Atlantic aboard a 
freighter but was caught 
without a passport in France 
and deported to the United 
States.

Perry sweet-talked his 
uncle into giving him some 
traveling money and 
returned to Europe. Half a 
year in Spain, France and 
Algeria satisfied his wander-
lust and rekindled his inter-
est in writing.

In 1931 Perry came back 
to the Lone Star State and 
married Claire Hodges, a 
coed he met at Southwest-
ern. The newlyweds moved 
into the family home with his 
grandmother and struggled 
to survive on $100 a month 
from the groom’s inheri-
tance.

Over the next six years, 
the aspiring author produced 
six novels and more than 50 
short stories, all with rural 
Texas settings, but never got 
so much as a nibble from 
publishing houses and 
national magazines.

Perry surely would have 
given up without the stead-
fast support and encourage-
ment of his self-sacrificing 
soul mate. Claire not only 
translated his scrawl into 
neatly typed manuscripts and 
corrected his grammar but 
also stood up to her hus-
band’s dictatorial granny, 
something his own mother 
had never done.

His big break came at last 
in 1937. The Saturday 
Evening Post finally accepted 
one of Perry’s submissions 
and, Doubleday bought his 
first novel, Walls Rise Up, the 
comic tale of three Brazos 
River vagrants. Within two 
years, he sold a dozen more 
short stories and went to 
Hollywood to work on a 
movie script.

Hold Autumn in Your 
Hand, generally considered 
the best depiction of agrarian 
life in Texas, was published 
in 1941. The critically 
acclaimed book won the 
Texas Institute of Letters 
award and the National Book 
Award for the 31-year-old 
novelist and inspired the 
1945 motion picture “The 
Southerner” starring Texas 

native Zachary Scott.
Perry felt humiliated by his 

rejection for military service 
in World War II due to a stiff 
elbow suffered in a fall from 
a horse. Determined to do his 
patriotic part, he went over-
seas as a civilian war corre-
spondent and covered the 
Allied landings on Sicily in 
1943.

Perry was so traumatized 
by the horrors of combat that 
he could never again bring 
himself to write fiction. 
Light-hearted yarns about 
the colorful folk of the Texas 
countryside seemed sacrile-
gious after what he had seen.

Perry stayed busy, how-
ever, knocking out 57 maga-
zine pieces, most for the 
Saturday Evening Post and its 
sister periodical the Country 
Gentleman, between 1945 
and 1950. Twenty-four of 
those articles were for The 
Post’s popular “Cities of 
America” series, an ironic 
assignment for someone who 
openly despised urban life.

In the early 1950’s, Perry’s 
output dropped to six or 
seven articles a year. His sole 
book-length project was the 
75th anniversary history of 
Texas A&M.

Arthritis of the spine 
made writing more and more 
difficult. For years, Perry had 
put off seeing a doctor for the 
crippling condition, prefer-
ring to medicate himself with 
whiskey, and by 1954 he was 
an alcoholic wreck haunted 
by voices and hallucinations.

Shortly before the tor-
mented Texan disappeared 
in December 1956, the friend 
who would identify his body 
two months later dropped by 
the author’s Connecticut 
home. “The best thing I can 
do in this depressed state,” 
George Sessions Perry told 
the visitor, “is either jump 
into the river and swim to the 
north pole or run into the 
woods until I drop.”

The 45-year-old basket-
case must have tried to do 
the former because it was in 
the river that flowed past his 
home that searchers finally 
found his remains.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Great Writer a Miserable Human Being

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Lately there have been 
some very large lawsuits from 
several media companies 
(newspaper, cinema, online 
news, social media and 

o t h e r s ) 
against sev-
eral high-
profile artifi-
cial intelli-
gence (AI) 
s y s t e m s . 
They claim 
that AI sys-
tems are 
using a 
tremendous 

amount of research and 
copyrighted materials from 
social media sites, web sites, 
news sites, hobbyist sites, 
and countless other types of 
sites without proper attribu-
tion or compensation.

The emergence of artifi-
cial intelligence as a primary 
source of knowledge presents 
a significant dilemma for the 
future of traditional websites. 
For three decades, the web 
has operated on a simple but 
effective exchange: creators 
produce valuable content, 
and users access it through 
search engines or direct 
visits, generating traffic that 
supports further creation 
through advertising, sub-
scriptions, or visibility.

This ecosystem allowed 
for diverse perspectives, 
funding models, and eco-
nomic sustainability for con-
tent producers. However, 
the increasing number of 
lawsuits against AI providers 
reveals that AI-powered 
systems are disrupting this 
model by harvesting vast 
amounts of web content to 
train AI systems which sub-
sequently provide direct 
answers to user queries. The 
inquirer never has to visit an 
actual website to get answers 

to their questions.
This shift threatens to 

undermine the very infra-
structure that enabled AI's 
development. When users 
receive instant answers from 
AI interfaces rather than 
clicking through to websites, 
traffic declines dramatically, 
jeopardizing the revenue 
models that support quality 
journalism, educational con-
tent, and specialized exper-
tise. The convenience of AI 
comes at the cost of trans-
parency—users often cannot 
discern the original sources 
of information, raising con-
cerns about attribution, con-
text, and the potential loss of 
perspective that human cre-
ators provide.

Many websites today have 
original copyrighted infor-
mation that is provided for a 
user to view and enjoy but 
not take and use themselves 
in their own original work.

For example, a person 
may ask an AI system to 
generate a poem about a 
particular topic. To do so, 
the AI system may pull from 
its database an actual copy-
righted poem. The AI user 
may not realize that and 
include that poem in some 
work being done thinking 
that it's not really anybody's 
individual work but rather 
the public domain creation 
of an AI system.

My understanding is that 
AI systems require the end 
user to agree and accept that 
they are responsible if they 
use anything that turns out 
to be copyrighted, rather 
than the AI system. The 
original author and copyright 
owner of that poem can go 
after the person who pub-
lished it (having gotten it 
from an AI system) for 
damages in violating the 

copyright on the poem. The 
liability issues could be very 
unpleasant and expensive for 
people who had no idea they 
were publishing the original 
copyrighted work of another 
person instead of the random 
output of an AI system.

Despite the use of AI 
systems by increasing num-
bers of people to get informa-
tion in lieu of visiting web-
sites, it may be that giving 
last rites to websites may be 
premature. While AI excels 
at summarizing existing 
information, human creators 
still provide original 
research, investigative 
reporting, and authentic 
experiences that machines 
cannot replicate.

The solution likely lies in 
a recalibrated relationship 
between AI systems and 
content creators – one that 
includes proper attribution, 
fair compensation mecha-
nisms, and transparent 
sourcing. The web may 
evolve rather than disappear, 
with websites potentially 
serving as verified knowledge 
repositories that feed AI 
systems while maintaining 
their role as destinations for 
those seeking deeper engage-
ment, community interac-
tion, and authoritative con-
tent.

I suspect that the various 
lawsuits will eventually lead 
to a more cooperative envi-
ronment between web infor-
mation providers and the AI 
models that want useful, 
accurate, and timely infor-
mation. An ongoing sustain-
able compensation system 
will no doubt be a key 
element in the settlement of 
these pending lawsuits. In a 
future post I will cover how 
that might work.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
The End of the Web?

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

MAKE
SURE

THEY’RE
IN THE
RIGHT

CAR SEAT

NHTSA.gov/The RightSeat***
The Rains County Leader 

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

***
Visit us online at:

www.rainscountyleader.com

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to

Call 903-473-2653

TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
The New Political Playbook

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Texas Rural Reporter

Something about the 
2026 election just doesn’t 

feel right to 
me.

I’ve been 
around poli-
tics a long 
time. I’ve 
worked on 
campaigns, 
w a t c h e d 
plenty of 
e l e c t i o n s , 
and I’ve seen 

my share of political mud-
slinging. None of that is new, 
but there’s something about 
this election that seems 
different.

Once upon a time, cam-
paigns were funded by teach-
ers, firefighters, farmers and 
small-business owners who 
believed in a candidate and 
wanted to help get them 
elected. Candidates cam-
paigned across Texas on 
whistle-stop tours, stopped 
in our small towns, shook 
hands, kissed babies and 
answered questions. They 
debated their opponents and 
tried to convince voters that 
their ideas were better.

Of course, wealthy donors 
have always donated to 
campaigns, and politicians 
have always struggled with 
the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth. But politics 
never quite looked like it 
does today. Political cam-
paigns were once built on 
ideas, persuasion, a ground 
game and the people, but the 
playbook has shifted to big 
money, deception, fear tac-
tics and power.

And I’ll say it because it’s 
true: a ridiculous amount of 
cash is being spent on Texas 
elections. From the gover-
nor’s race to the U.S. Senate 
race, billionaires and wealthy 
political donors are pouring 
millions of dollars into 
deciding who wins. Elon 
Musk gave $158 million to a 
national Republican Senate 
group helping Ken Paxton in 
Texas. Gov. Greg Abbott 
has spent more than $141 
million on his reelection 
campaign this year, out-
spending Gina Hinojosa six 
to one during the latest 
reporting period. Outside 
political groups and super 
PACs are spending fortunes 
trying to influence voters. 
NPR reported this week that 
political advertising across 
the country has topped $10 
billion – yes, that’s billion 

with a B.
And you’ve seen what 

that money is buying: a 
whole lot of political adver-
tising – radio ads, TV com-
mercials, billboards and mail 
– much of it designed to 
scare us rather than persuade 
us. There’s an important 
difference between those two 
things. Persuasion means 
making your case, explaining 
your ideas and defending 
your record. Scare tactics are 
meant to manipulate our 
feelings, and to do so, they 
may leave out important 
facts, twist the truth or make 
people afraid of something 
without giving them the 
information they need to 
understand it.

Three examples of politi-
cal advertising this election 
season help make my point. 
Texas already has a constitu-
tional ban on an individual 
state income tax, and we 
have laws that prohibit the 
gender transition of minors 
and prohibit boys from play-
ing in girls’ sports.  Yet some 
of the advertising leaves 
voters with the impression 
that none of these protec-
tions exist. We’re being 
firebombed with poll-tested 
messaging designed to push 
our buttons, and frankly, 
some of it is out of hand.

When I talk to Texans, 
most would prefer to hear 
more about how the candi-
dates will lower property 
taxes, support our public 
schools, address water short-
ages, and deal with the other 
things our elected officials 
actually spend their time 
working on.

And can someone please 
help me understand why 
there are no debates?

Our Founding Fathers 
spent plenty of time arguing 
over ideas, and they built a 
government where disagree-
ment and debate were part of 
the process. A debate ought 
to be a rite of passage for 
anyone asking us to elect 
them to public office.

Think about it. If a 
candidate can’t stand on a 
stage, answer tough ques-
tions and defend their ideas 
against someone who dis-
agrees with them, how will 
they do the job once they’re 
elected? Debating is part of 
the job description.

Campaign events are 
carefully controlled, with 
friendly audiences and pre-
pared remarks. We need 
debates to see candidates in 
the wild, answering ques-

tions they haven’t rehearsed 
and defending their ideas in 
front of people who disagree 
with them. Debates help us 
to see what they’re really 
like.

Which brings me to the 
last part of the new play-
book: power.

Of course, winning elec-
tions is the whole point of 
running a campaign. Repub-
licans want to keep control 
of Texas, Democrats want to 
win control of Congress, and 
both parties are spending a 
lot of money trying to make 
that happen. Somewhere in 
all the talk about which 
party will control which 
office, I’d like to hear more 
about what these candidates 
plan to do for us, the people 
they want to represent.

And that’s what concerns 
me about this election. With 
all the money being spent, 
the negative advertising and 
the carefully managed cam-
paign events, the people 
seem to be getting left 
behind.

As I was writing this 
column, I referenced the 
Bible for a reminder of what 
it means to seek truth. It 
made me think: Are we 
really looking for the truth, 
or just believing what comes 
from our own side? When 
our gut tells us something 
isn’t right, can we look past 
the red and blue, tune out 
the noise, and call dishon-
esty what it is, even when it 
comes from someone we 
support? Because a lie 
doesn’t become the truth 
just because it’s told by 
someone on our side.

Texans are perfectly capa-
ble of making good decisions 
when they’re given honest 
information. Tell us what 
you believe, explain what 
you want to accomplish, and 
show up in our communities 
ready to answer a few ques-
tions.

Maybe I’m old-fashioned, 
but I don’t think that’s too 
much to ask. After all, 
elections are supposed to be 
about the people, not just 
who gets the power.

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and 
publisher of the Hansford County 
Reporter-Statesman and Sherman 
County Gazette. A former Capitol 
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Texas politics and policy, she now 
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including the Texas Rural Reporter. 
Subscribe at www.
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The Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center (TFFC) has 
opened the Texas division of 
Wildlife Forever’s 2027 Fish 
Art Contest for entries. The 
Texas division of the contest 
will celebrate 20 years in 
2027 thanks to the vision of 
Mr. Richard M. (Dick) Hart, 
a conservation leader who 
helped bring the program to 
the state. Mr. Hart was a 
successful business and fam-
ily man with a passion for 
fishing, conservation, and 
TFFC.

It was Hart’s belief that 
educators are the key to 
encourage and inspire youth 
conservation education. To 
honor these educators, the 
national Richard M. Hart 
Educator of the Year Award 
was established in 2022. 
Educators across the nation 
can be nominated and recog-
nized for their impact and 
inspiration of future stewards 
of the outdoors.

The Fish Art Contest is 
accepting entries until Feb. 
28 as part of an international 
conservation education pro-
gram designed to foster 
youth interest in fish, fish-
eries, and fishing.

“The Fish Art contest is 
just one way we can help our 
students connect with the 
outdoors,” said Darrel Mal-
one, education and interpre-
tation coordinator at TFFC. 
“As they research their cho-
sen fish species and begin to 
learn about its habitat, they 
begin to find a personal 
connection to their fish. This 
connection can help inspire 
the future stewards of our 
natural resources. The Fish 
Art Contest is more than just 
drawing a fish; it is establish-
ing a bond with the out-

doors."
Contest participants must 

submit a completed online 
entry form and an original 
illustration of a fish from the 
curated freshwater and salt-
water lists available on the 
Texas Fish Art Contest 
webpage. Educators can use 
a group entry form to save 
time. Entry categories 
include kindergarten, grades 
1-3, 4-6, 7-9, and 10-12. 
Applicants in grades 4-12 are 
also required to submit a 
one-page creative writing 
piece. Students may submit 
only one entry per year. 
Entries must be in 2D format 
and scanned as digital sub-
missions only no later than 
Feb. 28.

The Texas Fish Art Con-
test’s Special Species Award 
showcases a focus species or 
set of species. In 2027, the 
species chosen is the Ameri-
can eel. Information on the 
American eel can be found 
on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s 
(TPWD) American eel fact 
sheet web page.

One winner will be cho-
sen from all entries and 
spotlighted at the TFFC. 
Students must correctly label 
their artwork and have the 
fish be identifiable as the 
correct focus species, but do 
not need to submit addi-
tional paperwork for consid-
eration.

Texas winners are 
awarded scholarship invest-
ment, featured in an exhibit 
at the TFFC, invited to a 
family fishing celebration to 
recognize their achievements 
and featured in TPWD’s 
Fish Art Contest Flickr 
album.

Additionally, winners will 

earn automatic entry to 
Wildlife Forever’s national 
contest. Texas students may 
choose to enter national 
specialty awards with fish not 
found in Texas; however, 
they will not be eligible for 
Texas state awards due to 
the one entry per student 
limit.

Educators who wish to 
have their students enter the 
2027 contest can find entry 
forms, rules, guidelines and 
more on the TFFC Fish Art 
Contest website.

The Fish Art Contest is 
sponsored nationally by 
Wildlife Forever, Bass Pro 
Shops, Rapala, U.S. Forest 
Service, Guy Harvey Ocean 
Foundation, Great Lake 
Fishery Commission, 
Yamaha Right Waters and 
the International Game and 
Fish Association. Statewide 
support is provided by the 
Friends of the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center.

Located in White Bear 
Lake, Minn., Wildlife For-
ever is a nonprofit, multi-
species conservation organi-
zation dedicated to conserv-
ing America’s wildlife her-
itage. Working at the grass-
roots level, Wildlife Forever 
has funded conservation 
projects in all 50 states, 
committing millions of dol-
lars to “on-the-ground” 
efforts. Wildlife Forever 
supports habitat restoration 
and enhancement, land 
acquisition, research and 
management of fish and 
wildlife populations.

For more information, 
visit the TFFC Texas Fish 
Art Contest website and the 
Texas Fish Art Program 
Facebook page.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE
2027 Youth Fish Art Contest Welcomes Entries
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Recently I came across a 
news item that said a Califor-
nia-based company wants to 
put up to 50,000 mirrors in 
space to reflect sunlight to 

the earth for 
s e v e r a l 
projects. At 
first, I 
thought it 
must be an 
urban leg-
end, it 
sounded so 
bizarre.

But yes, 
Reflect Orbital’s goal is to 
ultimately deploy up to 
50,000 mirror-equipped 
satellites in sun-synchronous 
orbits about 500 kilometers 
above the earth. Each satel-
lite will have a lightweight 
flat mirrored surface that is a 
60 by 60-feet square. For 
comparison, about two of the 
mirrored surfaces could fit 
flat in an average single 
family home lot.

If all 50,000 mirrors were 
laid on the ground and 
pushed together (no gaps), 
they would occupy just over 
one-fourth of the total land 
area of Manhattan Island in 
New York City. Put another 
way, the total area is about 
five times as large as Central 
Park in NYC. At about 12 
mirrors per acre, it would 
have a total area of  4,132 
acres. But the mirrors will be 
spaced out overhead in orbit, 
to hopefully avoid collisions.

They claim that these 
mirrors could be rented for 
rescue operations, various  
uses at night, to replace 
streetlights, and extend the 
time that solar arrays on 
earth could generate power.

Every science-based site I 
found which addressed the 
feasibility of the project 
stated it is not feasible for 
many reasons. Several sites 
claimed there is not enough 
concentrated light to affect 
solar arrays in any meaning-
ful way.

I found that amazingly, 

this idea is not new. Russia 
tested the “mirrors in space” 
premise in the 1990s. Project 
Znamya (Russian for “Ban-
ner”) attempted on a small 
prototype scale to do what 
Reflect Orbital wants to do.

Znamya 2 was launched in 
1993 with a 20-meter reflec-
tor. The space-deployment 
part worked. Then Znamya 
2.5 was launched in 1999 
with a 25-meter reflector. 
Unfortunately, a malfunc-
tion in the mechanism led to 
failure of that attempt and 
loss of the satellite. Znamya 
3 was to follow, (proposed 
60–70 meter reflector) but 
was never built. The project 
was abandoned due to cost, 
environmental concerns, 
technical risks, and shifting 
post-Soviet priorities.

My take on this project is 
that this was tried once, 
showing that it works techni-
cally on a small scale, but 
was eventually abandoned 
before going large-scale. 
About three decades later, 
someone else is trying again 
with vastly larger scale 
claims.

This newly planned 
project goes beyond theoret-
ical, however. The company 
has millions in seed money 
and has applied for FCC 
permits to launch their 
initial satellites soon.

Those opposing the 
project include Dark Sky 
International, many scien-
tists, engineers, environmen-
talists, wildlife experts, and 
astronomers, just to name a 
few.

Some of the objections 
include the likelihood that 
scattered light from mirrors 
not directly aimed at a given 
location would raise night-
sky brightness by 1-10% over 
broad regions, disrupting 
astronomical observations.

Others insist that ecologi-
cal disruption could result 
for nocturnal animals every-
where on earth. It is claimed 
that artificial night lighting is 

already a driver of insect 
decline. Adding moving 
orbital lights would com-
pound this.

Reflect Orbital claims 
that they can turn on and off 
the reflectivity by adjusting 
the reflectors. Will that be 
good enough?

Perhaps the most serious 
risk is Kessler syndrome 
(named after NASA scien-
tist Donald J. Kessler, who 
proposed it in 1978) which 
states that two objects collid-
ing in space can start a chain 
reaction of many objects 
subsequently colliding.

A reasonable analogy 
could be like an initial 
two-car accident on a busy 
freeway. It could quickly lead 
to a 100-car pileup behind it 
in certain conditions. It’s 
essentially a cosmic domino 
effect with serious implica-
tions for satellites, space-
craft, and future space explo-
ration. Hollywood demon-
strated this in their 2013 
movie, “Gravity.”

Then there are regulatory 
hurdles that could involve 
many interested parties and 
rules involving NASA, 
SpaceX, the FCC, the ITU, 
ESA, EU SST, and NEPA 
regulations to name a few; all 
of this could stretch the 
project out over decades and 
costs to astronomical levels 
until it is finally abandoned 
like Project Znamya.

It will be interesting to see 
where this project goes in the 
future, and whether it will 
become the twenty-first cen-
tury version of Project 
Znamya with a similar end-
ing.

This saga reminds me of 
the four most dangerous 
words in the world of invest-
ing: “It’s different this time.” 
The question is, will it really 
be, or is this merely Project 
Znamya, US version? Time 
will tell.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Mirrors in space

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional
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Dear Savvy Senior,
My 78-year-old father has 

lived alone since my mother 
passed away 
two years ago. 
He insists he’s 
fine, but I can 
tell he spends 
most of his 
time by him-
self and seems 
increasingly 
lonely and 
wi thdrawn. 

What can I do to help him, and 
are there any resources that 
could support him?

– Worried Son

Dear Worried,
You’re right to pay atten-

tion to this. The loss of a 
spouse often leads to 
increased isolation in older 
adults, even when they insist 
they’re fine. But long 
stretches without meaning-
ful contact can take a real 
toll on both emotional and 
physical health.

Public health research 
shows that about one in 
three adults age 50 and older 
reports feeling lonely at 
times, and those who live 
alone are at higher risk for 
social isolation. But loneli-
ness isn’t always easy to spot, 
especially in older adults who 
live alone.

The good news is there 
are practical ways to help 
your father reconnect, along 
with programs and services 
designed specifically for 
older adults living alone.

What you can do

Focus less on big changes 
and more on steady, pre-
dictable contact. A short call 
every few days, a standing 
weekly meal or coffee, or a 
regular shared errand gives 
him something to count on. 
Consistency matters more 
than length or intensity.

Even if you’re not espe-
cially close, or don’t live 
nearby, steady contact can 
still make a difference. Tech-
nology can help bridge the 

distance through simple 
routines like weekly video 
calls, text check-ins, shared 
family schedules or photo 
threads. The goal isn’t con-
stant communication, but 
fewer long stretches where 
isolation can quietly take 
hold.

It also helps to widen his 
circle in practical ways. 
Siblings, grandchildren, 
neighbors and longtime 
friends can all play a role. 
Even brief calls, occasional 
visits or shared meals can 
slowly rebuild connection. 
Familiarity and repetition 
matter more than effort or 
duration.

Encourage activity

Staying active can help 
reduce isolation. Many com-
munities offer exercise 
classes, hobby groups, 
church activities, volunteer 
opportunities and lifelong 
learning programs. The best 
fit depends on personality 
and whether your father 
prefers group settings or 
smaller, low-key interac-
tions.

If transportation is a chal-
lenge, helping arrange rides 
or connecting him with local 
services can make participa-
tion more realistic. Just as 
important is a sense of pur-
pose. Volunteering, garden-
ing, pet care, time with 
grandchildren, helping 
neighbors or mentoring oth-
ers can all add structure, 
meaning and a reason to stay 
engaged.

Available programs

There are several well-
established programs that 
can help reduce isolation 
among older adults.

A good place to start is 
the Eldercare Locator at 
800-677-1116 or eldercare.
acl.gov, which connects fam-
ilies to local Area Agencies 
on Aging that can help 
arrange services like meals, 
transportation, home visits 
and social programs.

Meals on Wheels Amer-
ica delivers home meals and 
often includes brief daily 
check-ins from volunteers, 
offering both nutrition and a 
bit of regular human contact.

AmeriCorps Seniors 
(americorps.gov) runs the 
Senior Companion Program, 
where trained volunteers 
provide regular visits, con-
versation and light assis-
tance, depending on what’s 
available locally.

For phone-based connec-
tion, the Institute on Aging 
Friendship Line (ioaging.org/
friendship-line) offers 24/7 
support and scheduled 
check-in calls for older 
adults living alone, while 
DOROT Caring Calls (doro-
tusa.org/programs/caring-
calls) pairs seniors with vol-
unteers for weekly conversa-
tions based on shared inter-
ests.

Local senior centers are 
also a strong resource, offer-
ing meals, classes, group 
activities and transportation 
in many communities. 
Libraries, churches and com-
munity organizations can 
provide additional low-
pressure ways to stay con-
nected.

Signs to watch

Loneliness can overlap 
with depression. If you 
notice changes such as poor 
sleep, loss of interest in usual 
activities, irritability, confu-
sion or neglect of personal 
care, it may be time to 
involve his doctor. These 
issues are common and treat-
able.

In the end, the goal is 
simply to help your father 
stay connected and reduce 
isolation. Start small, stay 
consistent, and those simple 
touchpoints can add up to a 
more connected and mean-
ingful daily life.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIOR
Helping an Older Parent

Cope with Loneliness

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

Women’s Service Club
The Women’s Service 

Club had their monthly 
meeting on May 11 at the 
Rose Community Center at 
6:00 p.m. The meeting was 
called to order and the 
pledge of allegiance and 
prayer were brought by 
Mona. Refreshments of pasta 
salad, meatballs and a dessert 
of angel food cake with fresh 
strawberries were served to 
the members. The hostesses 
of the May meeting were 
Robin and Suzanne. The 
minutes and financial reports 
were approved. The Rose 
needs a few repairs, which 
will be done May 12-May 15. 
Some of the flooring needs 

replacing at the back entry.
At the end of the meeting, 

there was an activity for 
everyone to participate in 
called Roses, Thorns, Buds. 
The activity required each 
member to share: Roses – a 
blessing, success, funny 
moment, happy time, 
accomplishment or some-
thing they were thankful for; 
Thorns – A challenge or 
difficulty, something stress-
ful, frustrating or not going 
well. Buds – Something the 
person is looking forward to, 
a new idea, opportunity or 
goal, or something with 
potential that is still develop-
ing.

It was hard to share 
Thorns with others, but 
sharing Roses and Buds was 
easy. It was a blessing to 
listen to all the blessings and 
dreams of others.

The WSC hopes all the 
mothers or mother figures 
had a wonderful day on 
Sunday, Mother’s Day.

The next meeting will be 
June 8, at 6:00 p.m., at the 
Rose Community Center. 
Come join the club and all 
members are asked to bring a 
friend.

Reported by
Jeannine Hayes

by Bartee Haile
Billy Dixon and his four 

surviving companions waited 
for help on Sep. 13, 1874 or 
the return of an Indian war 
party, whichever came first.

For the 
second time 
in three 
months, the 
23 year old 
West Vir-
ginian was 
up to his 
ears in hos-
tiles. Buffalo 
not frontier 

notoriety was Dixon’s game, 
but he had an uncanny 
knack of winding up in 
death-defying dilemmas.

By the winter of 1874, the 
northern tip of Texas was 
swarming with buffalo 
hunters eager to collect the 
four-dollar bounty for every 
shaggy hide. Old Adobe 
Walls, site of a fierce fight 
with five tribes a decade 
earlier, sprang to life with a 
general store, blacksmith 
shop and saloon.

This alarming activity 
attracted the attention of 
Quanah Parker, the Qua-
hadi Comanche war chief 
who grasped the strategic 
significance of the High 
Plains. If the white intruders 
were not evicted immedi-
ately, it was only a matter of 
time until the prize hunting 
grounds were lost forever.

Parker rallied the same 
affiliated bands that had 
driven a Kit Carson-led 
column back to New Mexico 
in 1864. To boost the braves’ 
morale, the clever chief 
supplied them with a “bullet-
proof” war paint recently 
perfected by his medicine 
man.

At the crack of dawn on 
Jun. 27, 1874, seven hun-
dred Indians struck Adobe 
Walls intent on slaughtering 
the hated hunters in their 
sleep. But most of the 29 
transients had been up for 
hours fixing a roof that 
collapsed during the night. 
Volleys from their 50-caliber 
Sharps repelled the attack 

and held their own casualties 
to three men trapped in a 
wagon.

Rather than risk a second 
all-out assault, the Indians 
resorted to hit-and-run raids 
for the next two days. Supe-
rior firepower and abundant 
ammunition enabled the 
prairie marksmen to keep 
them at bay without suffer-
ing so much as a scratch.

During a lull in the siege, 
Billy Dixon fired the most 
amazing shot in the annals of 
the Old West. He aimed his 
“Big 50” at a human target 
on a distant bluff, squeezed 
off a round and was as 
surprised as everybody else 
when the bullet hit the mark. 
The fantastic feat later 
measured 1,538 yards -- 
nearly nine-tenths of a mile.

The outgunned Indians 
departed a couple of days 
later and took out their 
frustration on innocent set-
tlers across New Mexico, 
Kansas, Colorado and west-
ern Texas. Meanwhile, the 
coincidental comrades at 
Adobe Walls, including a 
dandy named Bat Masterson, 
went their separate ways.

Running low on hard cash 
two and a half months later, 
Dixon agreed to blaze a trail 
across the Panhandle for an 
army expedition. From a 
camp southeast of modern 
Pampa, he set out on Sep. 11 
with fellow scout Amos 
Chapman and four troopers 
to deliver dispatches to a fort 
in the Indian Territory.

Shortly after sunrise the 
next morning, a war party of 
125 Comanches and Kiowas 
came upon the tiny contin-
gent a few miles south of the 
Washita River. Scanning the 
flat terrain for cover, the 
whites retreated to a depres-
sion called Buffalo Wallow, 
where passing bison fre-
quently frolicked in the soft 
soil.

The Indians concentrated 
their fire on the horse tender 
killing him on the first pass. 
The animals scattered to the 
four winds with the entire 
supply of food and water.

The battle raged into the 
afternoon as wave after wave 
of warriors pressed the 
attack. Careful not to waste 
a single precious bullet, 
Dixon and his comrades held 
their own while sustaining at 
least one wound apiece.

Realizing their most effec-
tive weapon was thirst, the 
Indians patiently withdrew 
to allow nature to take its 
agonizing course. Sooner or 
later the whites would make 
a break for water, and that 
would be the end of them.

But nothing is more 
unpredictable than West 
Texas weather. Storm clouds 
appeared from out of 
nowhere and drenched the 
battlefield with a heavy 
downpour. In a matter of 
minutes, water was ankle-
deep in the wallow, and the 
parched defenders drank 
their fill.

The lightly clothed Indi-
ans shivered in the cold rain. 
Deciding five sharp-shooting 
trespassers were not worth 
catching their death, the 
warriors moved on after dark 
in search of easier prey.

Without any means of 
transportation, Dixon and 
his men had no choice but to 
wait for rescue. They cleaned 
their wounds and tried not to 
think about food.

Seventy-two hungry hours 
later, help finally came. 
Except for the soldier slain 
while holding the horses, the 
rest had survived the har-
rowing ordeal.

For their trouble as well as 
their heroism, the five sur-
vivors were awarded the 
Medal of Honor. The 
nation’s most coveted com-
bat citation was presented to 
Billy Dixon in a ceremony at 
Adobe Walls.

Dixon defied the odds 
dying in bed of pneumonia in 
1913. He was later reburied 
at the site he made famous -- 
Adobe Walls.

Bartee Haile welcomes your 
comments and questions at 
barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 
77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
The Luckiest Buffalo Hunter

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

***
The Rains County Leader 

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to

Call 903-473-2653

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Texas schools see little change in TEA grading

Texas public school cam-
puses and districts received 
their state report cards late 
last week from the Texas 
Education Agency, with 

m o s t 
showing 
l i t t l e 
c h a n g e 
from the 
previous 
s c h o o l 
y e a r , 
T h e 
T e x a s 
Tribune 
reported.

Of the more than 9,000 
campuses in the 2025-26 
school year, 24 percent 
earned an A; 34 percent 
earned a B; 23 percent 
earned a C; 10 percent 
earned a D,; and 4 percent 
earned an F. Some schools 
did not receive grades. 
About one in four schools 
saw their grades improve, 
while about the same num-
ber of campuses saw a drop.

TEA Commissioner Mike 
Morath praised the ratings, 
noting the hundreds of 
campuses in high-poverty 
communities that earned an 
A.

“We are teaching them 
handwriting. They are mem-
orizing the timetables. They 
are thinking through more 
and more advanced math 
problems. All children can 
learn and achieve,” Morath 
said.

The grades are based on 
three main metrics: how 
students perform on the 
state exam and meet other 
college- and career-readiness 
benchmarks; improvement 
on state tests over time; and 
how well schools educate 
underserved students.

How the voucher 
numbers stack

up thus far

As Texas gears up for the 
first year of its school 
voucher program, The Dal-
las Morning News reported 
that more than 27,000 stu-
dents have returned their 
school vouchers. More than 
two-thirds were previously 
enrolled in public schools.

Although more than 
122,000 students have been 
awarded vouchers, critics say 
using them can be challeng-
ing. Private schools can deny 
admission, charge more in 
tuition than the voucher 
covers, or be located too far 
away.

“Just because you got an 
award does not mean you 
have a seat in a private 
school,” said Dee Carney, 
director of the Texas Center 
for Voucher Transparency. 
“They have to pick you.”

The program offers 
$10,474 to families to offset 
private education costs. 
Special-needs students can 

receive up to $30,000, while 
homeschooled students can 
get $2,000.

Native American 
groups sue to block 

Big Bend construction

A nonprofit group that 
aims to protect Native 
American historical sites 
filed suit in federal court to 
block the Trump administra-
tion’s border security con-
struction in Big Bend 
National Park, the Houston 
Chronicle reported. The suit 
claims the Department of 
Homeland Security does not 
have authority under federal 
law to build in national parks 
and seeks an injunction to 
stop construction and demo-
lition work.

Construction equipment 
arrived at the park a few 
weeks ago to build new 
patrol roads and vehicle 
barriers, sparking strong 
opposition from park sup-
porters and area residents. 
More than 40 Texas state 
House members, both 
Democrats and Republicans, 
have signed a letter asking 
Gov. Greg Abbott to halt 
demolition and construction 
in Big Bend.

“We support securing our 
border and recognize our 
duty to protect Texans. 
However, it is essential that 
border security policy be 
pursued in a manner that is 
effective, fiscally responsible, 
and respectful of the com-
munities and landscapes we 
are sworn to protect,” the 
letter read.

ERCOT error left 
Texas grid with fewer 

power reserves

An undetected error led 
the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas to buy 
billions of watts less in 
reserve power for seven 
months than its plans called 
for, The Dallas Morning 
News reported. Despite that, 
the Texas grid has held up 
thus far under record 
demand, even as ERCOT 
bought 3.7 gigawatts less in 
reserves. That is enough 
electricity to power as many 
as 3 million homes.

The reserves fell short 
because an employee respon-
sible for modeling how much 
backup power was needed 
switched jobs, according to a 
regulatory filing. ERCOT 
has responded by adding a 
second reviewer to verify the 
modeling.

Independent market grid 
monitor Potomac Economics 
used the mistake to point out 
that ERCOT has been over-
paying for reserves since the 
deadly 2021 winter freeze.

“The ERCOT proposal 
goes too far and will result in 
significant excess cost with 
no added reliability benefit,” 

the monitors wrote.

New Secretary of State 
opposes suit seeking 

closed primaries

Texas’ new secretary of 
state says he agrees with his 
predecessor in opposing a 
lawsuit seeking to restrict 
Republican primaries to 
voters registered with the 
party, but predicts the issue 
will be settled in the next 
legislative session, The News 
reported.

Newly appointed Secre-
tary of State Robert Howden 
recently filed an answer as to 
whether the state’s official 
position had changed. He 
recently succeeded Jane Nel-
son in that position.

The Texas GOP filed suit 
last year against the secretary 
of state’s office, arguing that 
only registered Republicans 
should be allowed to vote in 
that party’s primaries. Tex-
ans are not required to 
register with a specific politi-
cal party, so they can vote in 
either party’s primary.

The party unsuccessfully 
tried to close the party’s 
primary system via legisla-
tion during last year’s legisla-
tive session, then filed the 
suit when that attempt 
failed.

Appeals court rules 
for mail ballot ID 

requirements

The U.S. Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals reinstated 
limits on mail-in voting 
enacted in 2021 that a lower 
court ruled violated portions 
of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, the San Anto-
nio Express-News reported. 
The decision by the three-
judge panel was unanimous.

The new requirements 
included asking those who 
vote by mail to provide 
identification or a Social 
Security number, or risk 
having their ballots rejected. 
The judges echoed President 
Donald Trump’s claim of 
widespread election fraud in 
their ruling.

“It has long been estab-
lished that mail-in ballots are 
prone to fraud,” Judge 
Andrew Oldham wrote in 
the opinion. “That is why 
voting by mail jeopardizes 
election integrity and 
democracy itself.”

Several advocacy groups 
had sued to block the 
provisions, saying they fur-
ther complicated voting and 
locked people with disabili-
ties out of the voting process.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
Five Political Fights Rural Texans Should Watch
By Suzanne 
Bellsnyder,

Texas Rural Reporter

Rural Texas has long been 
treated as settled red terri-
tory. Republicans count on 
our votes. Democrats try to 
get to know us during elec-
tion years. And neither party 
expects rural loyalties to 
shift.

That assumption deserves 
another look in 2026. Rural 
Texas is not turning blue, 
but several issues no longer 
fit neatly inside party lines: 
vouchers, industrial develop-
ment, affordability and 
corporate power.

Here are five political 
fights rural Texans should 
watch.

The Politics of Data 
Centers

Data centers have become 
a test of rural political 
power—a fight over water, 
electricity, land, tax incen-
tives and local control. A 
Texas Politics Project poll 
found 62 percent of rural 
Texans oppose a data center 
in their community, and 
residents are packing hear-
ings to demand trans-
parency.

Gov. Greg Abbott, long a 
data-center booster, is shift-
ing under pressure. He now 
backs infrastructure cost-
sharing, water reuse, an end 
to some tax breaks and even 
a ban on data centers in 
“rural Texas neighbor-
hoods.”

Without a special session, 
the Legislature cannot act 
until January 2027. Will 
local communities get a real 
voice before these projects 
rise beside our homes, farms 
and schools?

Democrats Courting 
Rural Voters

We can see that effort at 
the party convention, where 
Democrats spoke directly to 
rural voters; in agriculture 
commissioner nominee Clay-
ton Tucker’s campaign 
against irresponsible data 
centers; and in gubernatorial 
nominee Gina Hinojosa’s 
appeal to rural public schools 
with her Team Texas Public 
School initiative to fight 
school closures, advocate for 
better funding, and protect 

rural public schools. James 
Talarico is also taking his 
Senate campaign into rural 
communities statewide 
Democrats often skip.

Democrats have recruited 
candidates for every state 
House seat and every race on 
the ballot, including rural 
districts where they have not 
had the numbers to compete. 
That is different from Beto 
O’Rourke’s 2018 run. Beto 
took one campaign into all 
254 counties. This time, 
Democrats are building a 
strategy from the top of the 
ticket to the bottom.

The U.S. Senate 
Race—Paxton vs. 

Talarico

This race tests party 
loyalty against character. 
Paxton offers a familiar 
conservative identity: com-
bative, Trump-aligned and 
eager to confront Democrats 
and the federal government. 
Talarico is building his 
campaign around faith, pub-
lic education, working fami-
lies and corruption.

Talarico does not need to 
win rural Texas. He needs to 
lose it by less. But rural 
voters will weigh his posi-
tions on abortion, guns, 
immigration and energy, not 
just his language on faith and 
schools.

In 2018, Beto came within 
214,921 votes of beating Ted 
Cruz, and Democrats flipped 
12 Texas House seats despite 
contesting only 130 of 150 
districts. History may not 
repeat itself, but rural mar-
gins matter.

Texas’ Extra Billions

Texans are being offered 
competing ideas for the 
state’s cash reserves. The 
rainy-day fund has hit its 
$26.5 billion cap, with earn-
ings expected to push it 
toward $28.5 billion by the 
end of fiscal 2027. Because it 
is capped, additional oil-and-
gas revenue now flows into 
general revenue—the same 
surplus Abbott says will fund 
his plan.

Hinojosa wants to draw 
$17 billion from the fund for 
a one-time $1,500 payment 
to every household. Abbott 
wants to eliminate school 
property taxes on home-
steads using the ongoing 
surplus. A third option is to 
spend it on schools, water, 
roads, rural hospitals and the 

electric grid.
The difference matters. 

Hinojosa’s plan helps fami-
lies once. Abbott’s promises 
longer-term relief, but only if 
the surplus keeps flowing. 
The third never arrives as a 
check or lower bill, but it 
could keep local govern-
ments from shifting 
neglected costs onto taxpay-
ers. Rural Texans should ask 
who gets the money—and 
what happens when it is 
gone.

Republican Fault 
Lines

A fault line is opening 
inside Republican Texas. It 
starts with Cornyn primary 
voters unsure they can sup-
port Paxton in November. 
For some, it is a values 
question, not a policy one.

Trump still has strong 
support among Texas 
Republicans, but approval 
drops on government spend-
ing, inflation and ethics. 
Among independents, oppo-
sition is stronger. The ques-
tion is not whether these 
voters become Democrats. It 
is whether they are enthusi-
astic enough to show up.

The split is also visible 
among Republican leaders. 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Sid Miller is pressing Abbott 
to call a special session and 
pause data-center growth, 
exposing the divide between 
leaders focused on corporate 
development and rural con-
servatives asking who pays 
the price.

Small-government con-
servatives are watching 
Austin direct local schools, 
limit local decisions and pick 
business winners as spending 
and centralized power grow. 
Rural women, county leaders 
and public-school parents 
experience the failures 
d i r e c t l y — u n d e r s t a f f e d 
schools, struggling hospitals 
and responsibilities without 
the resources to meet them.

These voters are not ready 
to become Democrats. But 
they are no longer all moving 
in the same Republican 
direction.

About the Author
Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and 

publisher of the Hansford County 
Reporter-Statesman and Sherman 
County Gazette. A former Capitol 
staffer with decades of experience in 
Texas politics and policy, she now 
focuses on how state decisions shape 
rural life through her newspapers, 
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Cyclospora!

The Cyclospora outbreak 
has many people wondering 
what they should do with 
lettuce and other types of 
fresh produce. According to 
the Centers for Disease 

Control and 
Prevention 
( C D C ) , 
investigation 
of the cur-
rent nation-
wide out-
break is 
ongoing. Ice-
berg lettuce 
grown in 
Mexico is 

believed to be a primary 
source of the outbreak. 
Another outbreak in North 
Carolina has recently been 
reported but the source of 
the contaminated produce 
has yet to be confirmed.

What is Cyclospora?

Cyclospora is a parasite 
spread by consuming food or 
water contaminated with 
human feces. According to 
the CDC, if someone con-
sumes food or water contam-
inated with Cyclospora, ill-
ness (called cyclosporiasis) 
can appear anywhere from 2 
to 14 days or even longer. 
Symptoms of cyclosporiasis 
vary from person to person 
and can include stomach 
cramps, watery diarrhea, 
frequent bowel movements, 
loss of appetite, low-grade 
fever, and headache. People 
infected with Cyclospora may 
experience symptoms, begin 
to feel better, then often 
experience symptoms again. 

Cyclosporiasis is treatable 
with the correct antibiotics.

Outbreaks of cyclosporia-
sis are not uncommon and 
often peak during the sum-
mer months. They typically 
involve fresh produce such 
as lettuce, basil, cilantro, 
parsley, and berries.

Preventing Cyclospora 
at home

How can consumers 
reduce their risk of becoming 
infected with Cyclospora? 
Jenna Anding, PhD, RDN, 
Professor and Extension 
Specialist with Texas 
AandM AgriLife Extension 
Service offers the following 
tips:

Do not eat any produce 
that has been recalled. A 
current list of recalled items 
can be found on the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion website: https://www.fda.
gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-
illness/investigation-9-state-
outbreak-cyclospora-illnesses-
iceberg-lettuce-july-2026

Consider avoiding the use 
of bagged salads and other 
leafy greens until the source 
of the outbreak is confirmed. 
Instead, select whole heads 
of lettuce, peel off the outer 
leaves, and wash thoroughly.

Always begin food prepa-
ration with clean hands. 
Wash hands for 20 seconds 
with soap and warm water. It 
is especially important to 
wash hands after using the 
restroom.

Wash produce under cool, 
running water before peel-
ing, cutting, or eating. For 

produce with a firm and/or 
textured peel, use a clean 
vegetable brush and scrub 
under running water. Cut 
away any damaged areas on 
the produce before eating or 
cooking. This includes leafy 
greens, herbs such as cilantro 
or parsley, and other fresh 
produce.

Prevent cross-
contamination by separating 
fresh produce from other raw 
foods; use clean utensils, 
cutting boards.

Individuals who are very 
young, elderly, pregnant, or 
have a weakened immune 
system may want to consider 
avoiding raw fruits, vegeta-
bles, and herbs for the time 
being. However, cooking 
produce to a minimum 
temperature of 158 degrees 
can kill the parasite.

Washing can remove 
some, but not all of the 
Cyclospora that might con-
taminate fresh produce. The 
CDC cautions that 
Cyclospora parasites are resis-
tant to chlorine-based sani-
tizers; the use of bleach or 
soap to rinse produce is not 
advised.

For more information 
about Cyclospora, visit the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion at https://www.fda.gov/
food/foodborne-pathogens/
cyclospora.

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact me, 
(903) 473-4580 or email 
Sarah.Latham@ag.tamu.edu. 
To view upcoming events or 
additional information, 
please follow Rains County 

SARAH LATHAM
Rains County
AgriLife Agent

Emory Baptist Begins 
Memorial

Memorial Hall for the 
Emory Baptist Church is on 
the way, with work on the lot 
started. The $59,200 build-
ing program and off-street 
parking will be 40’ ×100’.     
The building joins the 
educational building and the 
new Memorial Hall will be 
on the property purchased 
from the Ball heirs. Marvin 
Northcutt, contractor, was 
given the contract on a bid 
of $59,200.

Homecoming Friday 
Night

Friday night homecoming 
will be celebrated at Rains 
School. The Rains Wildcats 
will meet the Quinlan Pan-
thers at 7:45 on the Wildcat 
field. It's all out for victory.

The big highlight of the 
program will be the choice of 
a queen, who will be chosen 
by the Wildcats from a large 
number of beautiful girls. 
The nominees are: Tobi 
Rives and Susan Merworth, 
freshmen; Lisa Gregory and 
Lisa Cole, sophomores; Jan 
Conway and Darla Fletcher, 
juniors; and Kara Moody, 
Anita Wilson and Paula 
Byrd, seniors. Miss Byrd is 
the football sweetheart.

The band, cheerleaders 
and Rainettes will give a very 
special show at half-time.

All fans, young and old 
and ex's are urged to come 
out and enjoy and support 
the school.

Friday's Court Session

In the Rains County 
Commissioners' Court meet-
ing Friday the main thing on 
the agenda was the discus-
sion and action to be taken 
on the purchase of land for a 
jail and officers headquar-
ters. The land has been 
chosen and is the property of 
Bruce Bullard. The commis-
sioners and Bruce will meet 
probably on Friday the 22nd. 
So Judge Johnston said that 
that would probably be the 
date of agreement. Other 
proposed renovations 
include a ramp for the hand-
icapped on the outside of the 
courthouse, an elevator lead-
ing to the courtroom, and 
new heating, air condition-
ing and lighting systems.

Mrs. Flossie Stuart 
appeared before the court to 
ask the commissioners that 
when they set up the holi-
days in Jan. for the next year 
to give the courthouse 
employees more holidays. 
They get 7 at this time.

The judge showed pic-
tures of two new flags he is 
ordering.

Volleyball Girls Walk 
on North Lamar

The Wildcats played two 
excellent games against 
North Lamar Tuesday night. 
The Wildcats defeated 

North Lamar quickly in two 
games with both scores being 
15-3. There was a lot of 
hustling, good setting, spik-
ing and serving. We have 
some good spickers on our 
team, but we'd like everyone 
to know that to get good 
spikes you need good sets. 
We would like to recognize 
our main two setters, Laura 
Melton and Vicki Ingram, 
for the great setting they do 
for us. This week the offen-
sive player is Melinda 
Howard and the defensive 
player is Rexine Williams.

The J.V. played 3 games 
against North Lamar. North 
Lamar won the first game 
with a close score of 12-15. 
The Wildcats came back in 
the second game to defeat 
North Lamar 15-13. The 
J.V. played very tough in the 
third game but just couldn't 
make the few serves needed 
to win. The score was 14-16. 
This week the offensive and 
defensive player was Carla 
Taylor. You know Carla 
really had to play well to 
receive both offensive & 
defensive player. 

The Wildcats would like 
to invite you to come and 
watch us play Commerce, 
who we believe to be our 
toughest competition, at 
home on Oct. 26th. We will 
be looking for a lot of 
support.

Benefit for Roy 
Spence Family Oct. 23

The senior citizens, the 
Kitchen Combo Band and 
many other interested citi-
zens will gather on Saturday 
night, Oct. 23, to have a 
Gospel Singing, a Cake Walk 
and a Mini-Auction at the 
Rains Fairgrounds Exhibit 
Building. All the donations 
from this night will go to the 
Roy Lee Spence family who 
had such a tragic accident in 
July. Please come and open 
up your heart and your 
pocketbook and give to this 
worthy cause. The program 
will begin at 6 p.m.

Art League Plans 
Show Election Day

The Rains County Art 
League met for their regular 
monthly meeting Oct. 14th 
in the fellowship hall of the 
Emory Methodist Church.

President Nancy Wilson 
opened the meeting. Discus-
sion was held on having a 
Sidewalk Show on Nov. 2, 
Tuesday, Election Day, on 
the sidewalk around the 
courthouse square during 
polling hours. They also 
discussed the Nov. 7th show 
to be held in conjunction 
with the Women's Service 
Club and Rains Flower & 
Garden Club. It was voted to 
give away 3 paintings by the 
members of the league at the 
Nov. 2nd show, for dona-
tions. The paintings will be 
on display in Emory, Point 
and Alba, and members of 

the League will be taking 
donations until the Nov. 2nd 
show.

Nell Turner reported on 
the Mt. Vernon show.

The club voted to donate 
a frame to Mrs. Whitney in 
remembrance of her hus-
band.

The nominating commit-
tee presented the following 
slate of officers for the 1977 
year: President, Rachel Bra-
ziel; Vice-President, Betty 
Adair; Secretary, Oleta 
Garrett; Treasurer, Betty 
Sisk; Reporter, Nancy Wil-
son. The league voted to 
accept this slate of officers to 
be installed later.

Jaxie King was made pub-
licity chairman for the 
upcoming shows.

After the business meet-
ing, members enjoyed a 
demonstration on china 
painting by Billie Howard of 
Lindale. After the demon-
stration, a drawing was held 
for one of the china pieces, 
which was won by Oleta 
Garrett.

Rains County 4-H 
Awards Banquet 26th

The 1976 Rains County 
4-H Awards Banquet will be 
held Tuesday, Oct. 26, 7:30 
p.m. at the Rose Community 
Center in Emory. At this 
banquet, outstanding 4-
H'ers from the county will be 
recognized for their 4-H 
work. The boy and girl 
receiving the Gold Star 
Award (the highest 4-H 
award) will be going to 
Longview Nov. 6th for the 
District Gold Star Banquet.

4-H'ers Patty Carter, 
Sandy Wilson, Joyce Hud-
dleston, Kenneth Kirk-
patrick and Billy Mark Rabe 
are serving on the committee 
to plan the banquet.

New Deputy

Sheriff Mike Carter 
announced that Steve Hol-
man has been sworn in as 
deputy sheriff.

There have been 7 arrests 
for public intoxication, one 
for driving while intoxicated, 
one for reckless driving. The 
jail is empty as of Monday 
morning.

Ordination Service at 
Pilgrim Rest

There will be an ordina-
tion service at the Pilgrim 
Rest #1 Baptist Church of 
Emory, Rt. 1, Sunday, Oct. 
24th, at 2:30 p.m. Bro. Billy 
Smith will be ordained. Bro. 
James Pool will be the 
speaker.

Bro. Luther Smith of 
Grand Saline is pastor of the 
church.

All ordained ministers 
and deacons are invited.

--Ollie Jacks, church 
reporter

Thursday, October 21, 1976

50 years ago this week
Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives
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by Bartee Haile
On Oct. 27, 1962, New 

York Giants quarterback 
Y.A. Tittle equaled the 
National Football League 
(NFL) record for touchdown 

passes in a 
single game 
by throwing 
s e v e n 
against the 
Washington 
Redskins.

But “The 
Bald Eagle,” 
as Tittle was 
f o n d l y 

known, was not the first 
Texan to join one of pro 
football’s most exclusive 
fraternities. Ten years ear-
lier, Adrian Burk also pulled 
off the same amazing feat.

Born in Mexia, Adrian 
Matthew Burk played his 
high school ball at tiny 
Joinerville in the East Texas 
county of Rusk. Despite the 
small size of his Friday night 
stage, he showed sufficient 
promise for the head coach 
at Baylor to invest a scholar-
ship in him.

Unfortunately for Burk, 
he arrived at Waco in the 
middle of the Bears’ epic 
championship drought. Bay-
lor had last won a Southwest 
Conference title in 1924 and 
would not claim another 
until 1974.

Burk did, however, play 
on a pair of better-than-
average Baylor squads. As 
the starting signal-caller in 
1948, he led the Baptists to a 
5-3-2 record and a 20-7 
victory over Wake Forest in 
the Dixie Bowl, their first 
post-season appearance. The 
next season, Baylor 
improved to an 8-2 record 
and he was selected All-
SWC quarterback.

 Taken in the first round 
of the NFL draft by the 
Colts, Burk bided his time in 
Baltimore before being 
traded to the Philadelphia. 
In 1954, his fourth year with 
the Eagles, he split quarter-
back duties with Bobby 
Thomason until an October 
afternoon in Washington.

When Burk connected on 
one TD pass in the first 
period and two more in the 

second, the Eagles coach 
decided to let him stay in the 
game. It was only after he ran 
his total to six in the fourth 
quarter that Thomason took 
his place.

The clock was ticking 
down, when the Eagles 
publicity director discovered 
Burk needed just one more 
touchdown pass to tie Sid 
Luckman’s record set in 
1943. The Baylor grad 
grabbed his helmet, ran back 
on the field and a few plays 
later earned his place in the 
archives of professional foot-
ball.

Burk retired after the 
1956 season, returned to his 
alma mater for a law degree 
and later became, believe it 
or not, an NFL referee. As a 
member of the officiating 
crew working the Oakland-
Pittsburg playoff game in 
1971, he was the first to 
signal a touchdown after 
Franco Harris’ “immaculate 
reception.”  

Texas’ loss was LSU’s 
gain, when Yelberton Abra-
ham Tittle, Jr., the blue-chip 
prospect who had led Mar-
shall to the state finals, chose 
the Tigers over the 
Longhorns. 

Despite his decision to 
attend an out-of-state 
school, the two-time All-
Southeast Conference quar-
terback still realized a boy-
hood dream of playing in 
Dallas on New Year’s Day. 
The temperature never got 
out of the twenties at the 
1947 Cotton Bowl, the 
coldest ever held, as LSU 
and Arkansas battled to a 
scoreless draw in a snow-
storm.

Even though the Detroit 
Lions used their first-round 
draft pick for Y.A., he signed 
with the Baltimore Colts of 
the short-lived All-
American Football Confer-
ence in 1948. He came out 
of the gate with guns blazing 
passing for 2,799 yards and 
winning “Rookie of the 
Year” honors.

But Baltimore’s first pro-
fessional football franchise 
folded for financial reasons 
after consecutive 1-11 sea-
sons. Everyone on the 

defunct team’s roster was 
allowed to enter the 1951 
NFL draft, and the San 
Francisco 49ers jumped at 
the chance to take Tittle.

After a two-year struggle, 
he finally beat out Frankie 
Albert for the job of starting 
quarterback. The next sea-
son the 49ers introduced 
their “Million Dollar Back-
field” with four future mem-
bers of the Hall of Fame: 
Tittle at QB, fullbacks John 
Henry Johnson and Joe Perry 
and halfback Hugh McEl-
henny. But an NFL champi-
onship somehow exceeded 
their high-priced grasp, and 
much of the blame was 
pinned on the prematurely 
bald Texan in spite of his 
impressive numbers.

So in August 1961, San 
Francisco traded Tittle to 
the New York Giants in the 
firm belief that at age 34 he 
was past his prime. Rather 
than retire, which he had 
seriously considered during 
the off-season, he vowed to 
prove the 49ers wrong.

Tittle did that and much 
more. Under his never-say-
die leadership, the Giants 
won the Eastern Division 
three straight seasons. And 
even though they came up 
short in championship bouts 
with the Packers (1961 and 
1962) and the Bears (1963), 
Y.A. ensured his immortality 
as one of the greatest passers 
in the history of the sport. 
His record of 36 touchdown 
passes in 1963, his next-to-
last season, stood for more 
than two decades.

Nothing says more about 
Y.A. Tittle, the man and the 
football legend, than the 
Nov. 20, 1964 photograph 
taken of him kneeling with a 
bloody face after a vicious 
tackle knocked off his hel-
met. This picture hangs in 
the lobby of the National 
Press Photographers Associ-
ation headquarters next to 
the Iwo Jima flag-raising and 
the “Hindenburg” disaster.

Bartee Haile welcomes your 
comments and questions at 
barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 
77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Two Texas QB’s share NFL Record

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Look Twice - Save A Life.
Motorcycles are everywhere!
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
“Why then did you not put my money in 

the bank, and at my coming I might have 
collected it with interest?”

Luke 19:23
This week Duffey Henderson continued 

the series in Luke with a message called “You 
Had One Job!”

• The Parable of the Ten Minas 
highlights the Day of Judgment upon 
Jesus’ return. 
• A nobleman took a trip and gave some 
of his servants money with which to carry 
on his business. When he returned, he 
asked for a report. Two of them received 
commendation. A third failed to obey 
instructions and received condemnation. 
Even what he had was taken away. 
• The rest of the citizens refused to 
accept the nobleman’s authority. The 
nobleman called for these “enemies” to be 
slaughtered.
• Jesus’ parable points to the day of 
judgment when the wicked and the 
righteous will be called to account. It 
contains hints about the final outcome 
and eternal destinies of all people. 
• What does it teach us about our lives 

today, about the final judgment, and 
about how urgent it is to respond to the 
gospel? Will there be a second chance for 
redemption when He returns? Christ’s 
return is certain, and it will be a day of 
blessing for God’s people and a day of 
condemnation for the wicked. 
• Are you ready for the return of the Lord 
Jesus?

Member Meeting – October 25, 6:00 p.m. 
– come hear about ministries and opportuni-
ties of the church. 

Reformation Fellowship – October 25, 
immediately following the Member Meeting. 
Contact Stephanie Henderson for more 
information.

Continuing Activities:
Prospective Members Class, every Sunday 

in October, 9:15 a.m.
Christmas Choir rehearsal, Sunday, 4:00 

p.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:30 

a.m.
Ignite, ages 4 years to 5th grade, Wednes-

day, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. 

Emory Baptist Church
By Ronnie Witt

“But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Acts 1:8
On Sunday, Emory Baptist celebrated the 

dedication of the new facility expansion and 
reopened the entire campus. Emory Baptist 
has served in Emory and Rains County for a 
long time, and we hope to continue to serve 
our community. Bro. Charles Boswell shared 
a message from the book of Acts titled, 
“While We Wait.” It concerned the call 
upon Christians to hold forth the Gospel 
while we wait for the Lord’s return. He 
challenged EBC to be diligent in serving and 
ministering faithfully as she has for 
generations.

Fields of Faith, an annual community-
wide corporate worship service for students, 
was held on Wednesday at the Rains 
Wildcat Stadium. Thank you to all the 
volunteers, the students, the churches, and 
to Rains Wildcat Boosters and Camp Akiva 
for donating food and bottled water.

Fellowship Meals resumed on Wednes-
day, and going forward on Wednesday nights 
at 5:30 p.m. However, next week, Wednes-
day, Oct. 28, will be a special Wednesday 
night. Emory Baptist will host the Annual 
Fall Festival from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in 
the Family Life Center. There will be an 
inflatable obstacle course outside and plenty 
of fun inside. Also, there will be free 
hamburgers for the family. Come join us for 
this free, fun, family event.

Emory Methodist Church
By Mary White

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  He 
who abides in Me, and I in Him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”

John 15:5
The Rev. David Banks continued his 

series “The Promise to the World” message 
titled "Bearing Fruit" with scripture text 
taken from John 15.

We become busy, striving to bear fruit 
while forgetting to remain in You. Forgive 
us. It is important to pay attention and talk 
with other people in our faith community 
about actions we can take together that will 

produce much fruit. So go and make 
disciples of Jesus Christ and spread scriptural 
holiness across the globe.

We go to Emory Health & Rehab 
Outreach today and will visit with our 
friends there. We sing and do devotionals 
and just have a wonderful fellowship with 
them.

Birthday wishes to Nicky Kraft, David 
Rodes, Sue Nichols and Larry Smith.

Pray for Garland & Judy Edelhauser, 
family of Vickie Pierce and Bennie Sisson.

Have a good week and remember to be 
kind.

A Living Stone and a Holy People
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and 

all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up into salvation— if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good.

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones 
are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For 
it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
 a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
1 Peter 2:1-6 (ESV)

Sons and Heirs
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no 
different from a slave, though he is the owner of 
everything, but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by his father. In the 
same way we also, when we were children, were 
enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 
to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons. And because 
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir through God.

Galatians 4:1-7 (ESV)

It is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the 
ignorant talk of foolish men. 
Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-
up for evil; 
live as servants of God

I Peter 2:15
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We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.

One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 • EmoryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 SH 276 • Emory

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns II
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795
903-473-5116

Visit stjohnemory.org for
Mass times.
From Brookshires, go east 
1.2 miles. Turn right onto 
FM 2795

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. • P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 • 903-459-3219

Daugherty
Baptist Church
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Point, TX

9:45 a.m. …….. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220
www.fbcpoint.com

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Believers'
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School  ......... 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study  .....  6:00 p.m.

MorningWorship  .... 10:30 a.m. Student Ministry  ......  6:00 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen – Pastor

Jerod Haygood – Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson – Music & Media Minister

www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

The

CHAPEL

Love God. Love people. Make disciples.

Following Jesus! #lovefirst
2130 W US Hwy 69
thechapelcc.com
903-500-7273
/clarkschapelcogemorytx

COME AND SEE
Sundays 10:45am
Wednesdays 7pm
 - Fellowship meal 6pm
Saturday Night Prayer 6pm

Scan to
plan your

visit!

Barring a future world-
wide cataclysm, humans are 
destined to land on Mars at 
some point, perhaps by 2040. 
I think this will be no less 

pivotal than 
w h e n 
humans first 
landed on 
the moon in 
1969. A trip 
to Mars will 
be riskier 
due to the 
distance of 
the red 
planet from 

earth and the time needed 
for the trip.

The astronauts heading to 
Mars in the future know that 
they will not have any rescue 
options should they run into 
trouble along the way. They 
will have to be prepared for 
any contingency. It can be a 
challenging task when there 
are weight and size limita-
tions on everything they can 
take. Every kilogram and 
cubic centimeter on their 
spaceship will have to be 
very carefully considered 
when provisioning it for that 
long trip. How long? Perhaps 
about nine months after 
liftoff. Compare that with 
just days to visit our moon, 
and rigorous planning 
needed for a Mars mission 
becomes more understand-
able.

A few decades ago, inkjet 
printers came on the scene. 
Inkjet technology prompted 

some to ask why they could 
not replace ink with other 
materials such as edible ink, 
liquid plastics and resins, and 
even metallic elements to 
build up actual 3-D objects 
by creating layers of material.

Once main essentials are 
addressed for the Mars trip, 
engineers will need to design 
and build all the equipment 
on board to survive reliably 
for what may be several 
years. It may be important to 
replace damaged or worn-
out parts on the trip to and 
from Mars since there will be 
very limited room for spare 
parts.

If the astronauts cannot 
take a lot of spare parts, 
perhaps they can do the next 
best thing: take equipment 
that can manufacture 
replacement parts as needed 
along the way. This would be 
with advanced 3-D printers 
that could work in zero 
gravity and make many items 
that might need to be 
replaced on the mission.

The astronauts would 
have various 3-D printers 
and raw materials such as 
plastics and metals that 
could be used to make new 
parts as needed. Perhaps the 
3-D printers could even 
make computer circuit 
boards so that if a module 
failed, a new circuit board 
could be made and used to 
replace the defective one. 
The software library on the 
spaceship would have data 

for every part that could be 
made by a 3-D printer. They 
could also be linked to earth 
such that engineers here 
could upload the latest files 
of how to create even new 
equipment that the space-
ship did not have when it 
started its mission.

Perhaps future 3-D print-
ers could also handle organic 
matter, so that human body 
parts, such as skin, could be 
constructed to replace failing 
or injured human parts. 
Medicines and drugs to treat 
illnesses or injuries might 
also be generated using the 
3-D printers with the proper 
mix of raw materials.

Once one can create 
three-dimensional objects 
using a variety of raw materi-
als, there is almost no limit 
to what can be done to 
replace broken items or 
create brand-new ones as 
needed.

I like to think that 3-D 
printing of objects today and 
in the future can trace its 
history all the way back to 
the fifteenth century where 
the whole idea of mechanical 
printing became a viable 
reality and truly changed the 
world as we know it. 3-D 
printing continues that 
noble trek well into the 
twenty-first century and 
beyond. I think that 
Johannes Gutenberg would 
be proud!

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Mars Mission Spare Parts

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

***
The Rains County Leader 

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
25:

Fork: Slow. Normal stain; 
57 degrees; 2.94 feet below 
pool. Water temperature is 
ranging 51-59 degrees.

The morning bass bite is 
slow and improves when the 
temperature warms midday. 
Bladed jigs, lipless crankbaits 
and squarebill crankbaits are 
best in flats with cover close 
by 3-5 feet. Fish are on the 
move to the backs of the 
pockets. Big wood on the 
edge of the channels are 
holding some of the bigger 
fish. Best baits Texas rigs 
with creature baits or Viper 
XP jigs in 5-7 feet. Report by 
Marc Mitchell, Mitchell’s 
Guide Service.

There were some shallow 
crappie before this last cold 
blast pushed them back to 
deeper water. Water temper-
atures were hitting 60 
degrees in shallow areas, but 
the water temperature on 
most of the lake was 
knocked back down to the 

mid to low 50s. Winds have 
also caused some change in 
where the fish suspend in 
10-18 feet. On a very cold 
windy and cloudy day those 
fish were very close if not 
right on the bottom. Then 
with light winds and sun-
shine some fish moved up to 
2-4 feet under the surface. 
The lake is super healthy and 
loaded with crappie and bait. 
We are seeing some big fish 
also being caught that are 
full of eggs, fat and shad. You 
should be able to find fish in 
2-22 feet in all kinds of areas 
and patterns. Shallow fish on 
corks in 1-5 feet. Prespawn 
fish on timber and brush in 
10-22 feet. Lots of black 
crappie still on bridges before 
they make a major move 
shallow. You can catch big 
fish one at a time or load the 
boat with eater sized fish fast. 
No matter the pattern it’s a 
good time to fish if Mother 
Nature plays nice that day. 
Most crappie baits will work 
this time of year if you are 
fishing where they are. 
Report by Jacky Wiggins, 
Jacky Wiggins Guide Ser-
vice.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 60 degrees; 
1.34 feet below pool. The 
hybrid striper and white bass 
bite is good. We were seeing 
big schools of fish on differ-
ent parts of the lake that are 
feeding on huge schools of 
threadfin shad. Swimbaits 
and slabs are working best in 
10-30 feet. The eating size 
catfish bite has been very 
reliable. Small pieces of cut 
bait have been working best 
in shallow water. Trophy 
sized catfish have been feed-
ing well. We are seeing 
consistent catches of 40 
pounds and up on most trips. 
Fresh cut bait in 3-25 feet is 
the ticket. Crappie have 
been decent on the 2 mile 
bridge in 15-20 feet on jigs. 
The largemouth bite has 
been better than average 
over the last two weeks. 
Good numbers of larger fish 
have been caught in shallow 
water on soft plastics. Key 
points here are coves and 
small flats near deep water. 
Report by Captain Michael 
Littlejohn, Lake Tawakoni 
Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

by Bartee Haile
The resurrected Ku Klux 

Klan launched a wave of 
terror and intimidation on 
Jan. 30, 1921 with the whip-
ping, tarring and feathering 

of a Houston 
lawyer for 
the “crime” 
of defending 
blacks and 
petty crimi-
nals.

C o m i n g 
out of moth-
balls in 
O c t o b e r 

1920, the Klan spread like 
wildfire across the Lone Star 
State. More than 200,000 
Texans -- roughly one out of 
every dozen white adults -- 
were suckers for the secret 
order’s sales pitch, that 
exploited their nostalgic 
reverence for the old Con-
federacy and vague desire for 
a moral housecleaning.

In pledging allegiance to 
the KKK, most members 
were willing to tolerate a 
certain amount of violence 
to keep blacks in line. What 
they did not count on was 
that their white friends and 
neighbors would be the 
nightriders’ favorite targets.

Beaumont Klansmen 
boldly boasted of their 
vicious attack on a doctor 
suspected of performing 
abortions. In a 4,000-word 
statement published in the 
local press, they gloated, 
“The eyes of the unknown 
had seen and observed the 
wrong to be redressed. The 
lash was laid on his back and 
the tar and feathers applied 
to his body.”

At Timpson in Shelby 
County, a man was badly 
beaten for leaving his wife. A 
woman in nearby Tenaha 
was stripped naked, whipped 
with a wet rope and tarred 
and feathered because she 
was rumored to be a 
bigamist.

A mob chased two freshly 
tarred and feathered victims 
up Congress Avenue in 
downtown Austin, and a 
Brenham resident was pum-
meled for speaking German. 
Alleged immorality earned 
the lash for a Mineral Wells 

constable and a Marshall 
clerk, while the tar-and-
feathers cure was twice pre-
scribed for a Fort Worth 
gambler who failed to see the 
light after the initial dose.

The Dallas chapter or 
Klavern, largest in the state 
with a membership of thir-
teen thousand, specialized in 
flogging. During the spring of 
1922, 68 people were 
whipped to within an inch of 
their lives in the Trinity 
River bottoms.

Houston Klansmen were 
the most accomplished spies. 
They kept tabs on practically 
everybody by tapping tele-
phones, reading telegrams 
and opening mail at the main 
post office. Their Denison 
colleagues combated pre-
marital sex by patrolling the 
local lovers lane in white 
sheets.

Law enforcement at the 
municipal and county levels 
was honeycombed with KKK 
sympathizers and activists. 
Few Klan crimes were ever 
solved, and rarely did the 
culprits stand trial.

When Waco police 
arrested three Klansmen, the 
grand jury refused to indict 
despite an air-tight case. At 
Goose Creek outside Hous-
ton, a gang of cross-burners 
dragged a woman from her 
sickbed and mercilessly beat 
her and a male visitor. After 
12 Klansmen got off with 
hundred-dollar fines for the 
savage assault, a KKK publi-
cation bragged, “It cost 
Goose Creek just $1,200 to 
clean up.”

While many politicians 
were careful not to offend 
the bloc-voting Klan, Sen. 
Charles Culberson and for-
mer lieutenant governor 
Martin Crane joined Con-
gressman John Nance Gar-
ner in denouncing the bul-
lies. Forty-nine state legisla-
tors risked reelection to 
lobby the uncooperative gov-
ernor for an anti-mask law.

A judge in Wichita Falls 
jailed three Klansmen for 
contempt, and the mayor of 
Dallas criticized their sinister 
shenanigans. Chambers of 
commerce, Masonic lodges, 
American Legion posts and 

the state bar association 
were among the early oppo-
nents of the Klan rampage. 
The Houston Chronicle added 
its influential voice to the 
outcry with a sound piece of 
editorial advice: “Boys, you’d 
better disband.”

Dan Moody set the exam-
ple for district attorneys 
throughout the state. After a 
traveling salesman was kid-
napped, chained to a tree 
and flogged half to death in 
Taylor, the young prosecutor 
unmasked the perpetrators, 
including a minister and the 
police chief, and sent one to 
the penitentiary.

Authorities at Laredo 
prevented a Klan march by 
deputizing a hundred armed 
citizens and borrowing a 
machine-gun. Rocks and 
fists caused Klansmen to 
cancel similar plans in McK-
inney, and strict enforce-
ment of an ordinance ban-
ning masked mobilizations 
rained on a proposed parade 
in San Antonio.

The so-called “visitation,” 
the Klan’s curious practice of 
interrupting a church service 
to lecture the captive con-
gregation, began to backfire. 
Baptists in Denison and 
Austin forcibly ejected the 
intruders, and Corsicana 
Presbyterians supported their 
pastor’s courageous refusal to 
join the KKK.

Only two years after 
electing one of their own to 
the U.S. Senate, the Texas 
Klan was repudiated at the 
polls in 1924. Miriam A. 
Ferguson defeated Felix D. 
Robertson in a bruising 
gubernatorial battle and 
knocked the wheels off the 
Klan bandwagon.

The new legislature 
quickly passed a tough anti-
mask law by lopsided votes in 
both chambers. The vast 
majority of Klansmen got the 
message and deserted the 
Invisible Empire leaving a 
handful of hateful diehards 
to crawl back under their 
rocks.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
The violent comeback of the Ku Klux Klan

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Four Thieves’ Vinegar – 
Fire Cider for Health

“Health is not valued till 
sickness comes.”

Thomas Fuller

With the peak pestilence 
of the cold and flu season 

upon us, it 
m i g h t 
behoove us 
to prepare. It 
is no fun to 
be sick. 
Recently I 
s t u m b l e d 
upon an 
ancient pre-
v e n t a t i v e , 
said to boost 

the immune system and give 
your body a superhuman 
protective shield. And the 
story behind it is too com-
pelling not to share. Here it 
is…

During the mid-14th 
century, Europe experienced 
perhaps the worst pandemic 
in human history. Over 50 
million people perished from 
the bubonic plague, or the 
Black Death as it is often 
called. The plague was one 
of the most significant events 
in human history.

During this time, in the 
French port city of Mar-
seilles, four friends who 
worked the shipyards there 
had an idea. They launched 
a diabolical, yet profitable 
criminal enterprise after 
noticing something strange.

During the day these 
friends labored within the 
bowels of a seaside ware-
house that processed herbs 
and spices from abroad. 
Every evening, they stum-
bled home from work cov-
ered in spice dust. And, as 
the plague-ridden dead bod-
ies of their fellow townspeo-
ple were stacked like fire-
wood, with many more sick 
and dying all around them, 
they remained healthy. They 
didn’t get sick. The dreaded 
Black Death didn’t seem to 
affect them at all. The four 
friends realized that covered 
in herbs and spices, they 
were apparently protected 
from sickness. And this pro-
vided them with a profitable 
criminal opportunity too 
tempting to pass up.

These friends went into 
business looting the infected 

homes of the dead. When a 
family succumbed to the 
plague, they promptly 
showed up at the empty 
residence to steal what they 
could. Either fearless or 
foolish, they worked ignoring 
the danger and never got 
sick. At some point, it is 
believed they began also 
making a tonic with their 
herbs and spices and ingest-
ing it. The friends, covered 
in spice dust and drinking 
their spicy herbal concoc-
tion, looted and lived.

All good things must 
come to an end (or in this 
case, bad things), and the 
friends, now thieves were 
arrested for their crimes and 
faced death by hanging. The 
judge in their case, aware of 
their apparent immunity to 
the disease around them, 
made the thieves an offer 
they couldn’t refuse. In 
exchange for their secret 
plague-protection recipe, 
their lives would be spared. 
The thieves quickly coughed 
up their secret, were 
released, and went on to live 
honorable and upright lives, 
we assume.

The four thieves’ recipe, 
sometimes called Fire Cider, 
has been passed down for 
generations. The recipe does 
vary some, depending on 
your source. But essentially it 
is apple cider vinegar infused 
with various toe-curling 
extracts, spices, and anti-
microbial herbs.

The 20th century French 
physician and world-
renowned aromatherapist 
Jean Valnet is thought to 
have most closely re-created 
the original Four Thieves’ 
recipe. It includes some 
interesting ingredients like 
wormwood, meadowsweet, 
marjoram, angelica, hore-
hound, and camphor. The 
recipe below may be the 
Texas version. It omits some 
of the more exotic ingredi-
ents but includes jalapeno 
peppers. Most of what is 
listed can be found at your 
local supermarket. I think it 
is okay to pick and choose 
the ingredients you can best 
tolerate. And when drinking 
a shot of this stuff every day 
to stay healthy, you might 

want to keep an ice-cold Dr. 
Pepper handy to use as a 
chaser. This stuff can’t taste 
good.

Fire Cider Ingredients:

5 jalapeno peppers (or 
other hot chilis)

2 chopped onions (red or 
white or both)

4 cloves garlic - halved
½ cup fresh ginger –    

chopped
½ cup fresh turmeric root 

- chopped
2 - 3 lemons – cut into 

chunks
¼ cup rosemary sprigs -    

chopped
¼ cup thyme - chopped
¼ cup peppermint -   

chopped 
¼ cup lemon balm -    

chopped
1 tbsp. cinnamon (use 

Ceylon cinnamon)
3 pods of star anise 
3 – 6 cloves (or more) 
1 tbsp. peppercorns – 

black
3 tbsp. elderberries – dried 

(optional)
6 cups raw apple cider 

vinegar
Maple syrup to sweeten 

(use real maple syrup – not 
fake breakfast or pancake 
syrup)

Add dry ingredients to a 
large sealable jar and cover 
with apple cider vinegar.

Store jar in a cool dark 
place for 3-4 weeks, shaking 
every few days to agitate.

After steeping period, 
strain through mesh or 
cheesecloth into a sterilized 
container. If your concoction 
is too strong, add maple 
syrup to taste (start with a 
tablespoon and adjust from 
there).

If you store your cider in 
the fridge it will last for 
several months. Take one to 
two tablespoons daily. Mix 
with water (or try carbon-
ated mineral water). Drink 
up - stay healthy!

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. Described 
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a 
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and 
accomplished feral hog trapper. He 
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors, 
and is good with dogs and children. 
He is the father of three, and lives 
with his wife in Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2026 Jody Dyer

JODY DYER
Typewriter Weekly

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m retired and was a victim 

of identity theft a while back. 
I’ve already 
frozen my 
credit to pro-
tect myself, 
but I recently 
heard that I 
can also 
“lock” my 
Social Secu-
rity number. 
What exactly 

does that mean, and is it 
something I should do?

– Recently Scammed

Dear Recently,
Freezing your credit was 

one of the smartest steps you 
could take after identity 
theft. But there’s another 
layer of protection many 
people don’t know about: 
limiting how your Social 
Security number (SSN) can 
be used.

While you can’t actually 
“lock” your Social Security 
number the way you can 
freeze a credit report, you 
can block two of the most 
common ways criminals mis-
use it – using it to get a job 
and gaining access to your 
online Social Security 
account.

Your Social Security num-
ber is the master key to much 
of your financial life. It’s 
linked to your taxes, Social 
Security benefits, Medicare, 
banking and employment 
records. With data breaches 
becoming routine and iden-
tity thieves using increas-
ingly sophisticated tactics – 
including AI-generated 
scams – protecting your SSN 
is more important than ever. 
Criminals don’t need your 
Social Security card; they 
only need the number.

E-Verify Self Lock

The first tool is E-Verify 
Self Lock. It prevents some-
one from using your SSN to 
get a job with employers that 
participate in the federal 
E-Verify system.

If someone uses your 
Social Security number to 
get a job, the wages they earn 
may be reported to the IRS 
under your name. That can 
trigger IRS notices, delay tax 
refunds and require months 
of work to correct your tax 
and Social Security records.

To activate Self Lock, 
create a free myE-Verify 
account at e-verify.gov and 
answer a few identity-
verification questions. Once 
the lock is in place, employ-
ers using E-Verify won’t be 
able to confirm your Social 
Security number unless you 
first remove the lock. It 
remains in effect for one year 
and can be renewed annu-
ally. If you ever return to 
work for an employer that 
uses E-Verify, you can tem-
porarily remove the lock 
online and reactivate it 
afterward.

Electronic Access 
Block

The second protection is 
the Social Security Adminis-
tration’s Electronic Access 
Block, which helps prevent 
criminals from taking over 
your online Social Security 
account.

An Electronic Access 
Block disables online and 
automated telephone access 
to your Social Security 
record – including your own. 
That prevents scammers 
from changing your direct 
deposit information, redi-
recting your benefits or 
updating your personal infor-
mation.

To set it up, call the Social 
Security Administration at 

800-772-1213 or visit your 
local Social Security office 
and request an Electronic 
Access Block. If you later 
want online access restored, 
you’ll need to verify your 
identity before the block can 
be removed. For many 
retirees – especially those 
who’ve already experienced 
identity theft – that extra 
step is well worth the added 
security.

Extra Safeguards
A credit freeze remains 

one of the best defenses 
against identity theft, but it 
only prevents someone from 
opening new credit in your 
name. It won’t stop someone 
from using your Social Secu-
rity number for employment 
or trying to access your 
Social Security account.

For even greater protec-
tion, create your personal my 
Social Security account 
before a scammer does by 
visiting ssa.gov/myaccount. 
Keep your credit reports 
frozen unless you need to 
apply for credit, and request 
a free IRS Identity Protec-
tion PIN. The six-digit PIN 
acts like a second password 
for your tax return, prevent-
ing someone else from filing 
under your Social Security 
number. You can get one by 
searching “Get an IP PIN” at 
irs.gov.

Identity theft has become 
a fact of modern life, but 
taking a few simple steps 
now can help protect your 
Social Security benefits, tax 
records and financial future, 
and give you greater peace of 
mind.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Better Protect Your Social Security Number

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

by Bartee Haile
At funeral services in 

Mission on Jul. 8, 1956, 
friends and family of “Slats” 
Rodgers paid their last 
respects to the accident 

prone pio-
neer aviator 
while mar-
veling at the 
fact he died 
in bed of 
n a t u r a l 
causes.

T e x a s ’ 
first licensed 
pilot was 

born Floyd H. Rodgers in 
rural Georgia in 1889.  His 
thin-as-a-rail appearance 
inspired someone to call him 
“Slats,” a nickname that 
stuck for the rest of his life.

“Slats” was still in knee 
pants, when his parents 
brought him to the Lone Star 
State settling in the Johnson 
County community of 
Keene.  He got a bare-bones 
education in the Cleburne 
schools before leaving home 
to work on an uncle’s farm 
near Waco.

At 18 he found entry-
level employment with the 
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe 
Railroad.  Displaying a 
mechanical aptitude as well 
as a good work ethic, he 
steadily advanced over the 
next eight years and wound 
up a locomotive engineer on 
the Cleburne-to-Dallas run.

By this time, “Slats” had 
even loftier ambitions that 
had nothing to do with 
trains.  A childhood love of 
kites had blossomed into a 
fascination with flying on the 
heels of the Wright Brothers’ 
amazing feat at Kitty Hawk 
in 1903.  

With the assistance of an 
older, more knowledgeable 
engineer, he began building 
his own aircraft in a black-
smith shop in Cleburne.  
Forced to vacate the 
premises by shortsighted city 
fathers, who outlawed the 
undertaking as a “public 
nuisance,” he loaded up the 
Oregon spruce, French 
turnbuckles, two-stroke 
engine and the rest of the 

materials and moved every-
thing to Keene.

It was there in his adopted 
hometown that “Slats” 
turned his implausible dream 
into rickety reality.  But he 
was in no hurry to fly it 
because he did not know 
how. “I had never seen 
anybody fly a ship,” he 
explained decades later in 
his autobiography.  “I never 
had even seen one except 
mine.”

For the better part of a 
year, “Slats” contented him-
self with taxiing around a 
pasture. Then one day in 
1912, a deep ditch left with 
him no choice but to lift off 
at the last second.  After a 
maiden flight of 200 feet, the 
airplane slammed into the 
ground tearing off the wheels 
and right wing in what the 
man at the controls would 
claim was the first of his 29 
crack-ups.

“Slats” pieced his pride-
and-joy back together only 
to discover that the reat-
tached wing drooped badly.  
He dubbed the ugly duckling 
“Old Soggy No. 1” and 
coaxed it into the sky 
another 50 times before 
putting the plane out to 
pasture like some derelict 
automobile.

In the early days of World 
War I, the Army was 
desperately short of pilots 
and instructors.  That was 
how a string-bean Texan, 
who had never taken a 
lesson in his life, spent much 
of 1916 teaching wide-eyed 
cadets everything he knew 
about flying.

Following President Wil-
son’s war “to make the world 
safe for democracy,” “Slats” 
bought an Army surplus 
Jenny for next to nothing.  
He joined the fun-loving 
club of barnstorming dare-
devils, who made their living 
by selling five minutes in the 
sky to anybody with the price 
of a ticket and putting on 
death-defying air shows.

In the early 1920’s, “Slats” 
traded in his Jenny for a 
five-passenger biplane. Dur-
ing his days on the railroad, 

he had supplemented his 
income by carrying bootleg 
whiskey in the cab of his 
locomotive. His spacious 
new aircraft enabled him to 
ferry cases of illegal booze 
out of Mexico to eager 
buyers in Texas.

Several sources allege that 
the so-called “Love Field 
Lunatics,” of which “Slats” 
was a prominent member, 
was actually a cover for a 
smuggling operation.  
Whether that is true or not, 
there is no question that the 
public could not get enough 
of the stunt pilots’ risky 
aerobatics.    

A cornerstone of the 
“Slats” Rodgers’ legend is 
that around 1926 he was 
issued the first pilot’s license 
in the State of Texas.  But he 
had a heap of trouble hold-
ing on to it due to his aerial 
antics.

“I guess the government 
had my license more than I 
did,” “Slats” told a newspa-
perman in 1950. “They’d 
always get to feeling sorry for 
me, though, and give it back 
in two or three months.”

One of the stunts that 
resulted in the suspension of 
his pilot’s permit involved 
flying between two Dallas 
skyscrapers to win a wager. 
On another occasion, he 
dropped a lookalike dummy 
from his plane to give specta-
tors below the false but 
exciting impression that he 
was falling to his death.

The end of Prohibition 
and the barnstorming era 
compelled “Slats” to seek 
legitimate employment. 
Always creative, he invented 
crop-dusting by cutting a 
couple of holes in the floor-
board of his craft.  When 
failing eyesight made that 
practice too dangerous even 
for him, he tried his hand at 
ranching and opened steak-
houses in Bandera and 
McAllen before his death at 
age 67.

Bartee Haile welcomes your 

comments and questions at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Texas’ first pilot accident prone but lucky

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Vickie Pierce
1947 – 2026

Services for Vickie Pierce, 79, 
of Emory will be held at a later 
date. 

Mrs. Pierce died on October 14, 
2026. She was born on January 28, 
1947, in Terre Haute, Indiana, to 
Burford and Ruth Gilbert.

She moved to Rains County in 
1991 with her husband, Jerry 
Pierce, and made it their home. 
They spent 55 wonderful years 
together and built a life centered on family, 
friendship, and simple joys. 

She lived a life marked by kindness, 
devotion, and a genuine love for others. To 
so many, she was simply “Nana,” a name 
that reflected the warmth, comfort, and 
affection she shared so freely.

Education and teaching were important 
parts of her life. She attended Indiana State 
University and went on to become a teacher 
at Rains ISD, where she taught reading for 
25 years.

Mrs. Pierce loved reading and enjoyed 
going out with her friends. She loved fishing 
with her family at White River and was 
content reading a book between casts. 
Those moments captured so much of who 
she was: thoughtful, joyful, and happiest 

when surrounded by the people 
she loved.

Nothing meant more to her 
than her children and grandchil-
dren. They were her proudest 
accomplishment and the greatest 
joy of her life. She loved watching 
her grandsons play baseball, 
cheering them on with pride and 
love. She was especially proud of 
her granddaughter and cherished 

watching her grow into an amazing young 
woman and mother.

Mrs. Pierce will be remembered for the 
love she gave, the lives she touched as a 
teacher, and the gentle, caring spirit that 
made others feel seen and valued. Her 
memory will live on in the classroom lessons 
she taught, in family fishing trips and 
adventures, and in the hearts of all who 
knew and loved her.

She is survived by her son, Clayton Pierce 
and Jolee; daughter-in-law, Dori Pierce; 
grandchildren, Joslyn Varela and Alex, 
Gavin Pierce, and Carson Pierce; and 
great-grandson, Atlas Varela.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband; parents; and son, Jason Pierce.

Annalisa Lorraine Sandoval
1975 – 2026

Funeral services for Annalisa 
Lorraine “Loli” Warren Sandoval, 
51, of Alba, will be held on 
Wednesday, October 21, at 6:00 
p.m., at Wilson-Bartley Funeral 
Home in Alba, with Colby Hanner 
officiating.

Mrs. Sandoval died on October 
14, 2026, in Tyler. She was born 
September 13, 1975, in Bellflower, 
California, to Gary Franklin 
Warren and Wanda Lou Gordineer.

She moved from Mineola to the Alba area 
13 years ago. She loved spending time with 
her family and enjoyed traveling, especially 
trips to the beach and the mountains. 

Mrs. Sandoval had a love for life and 
knew how to enjoy herself wherever she 
went. She had a generous heart and was 
always willing to go above and beyond to 
help others.

She will be remembered for her 
love of family, her enjoyment of 
life, and her willingness to help 
others. She will be deeply missed 
by all who knew and loved her. 

Mrs. Sandoval is survived by 
her husband, George Sandoval; 
her mother, of Grand Saline; two 
sons, Riley Sandoval and wife 
Tobi of Grand Saline and Chase 
Sandoval of Alba; brother, Gary 

Warren and wife Tracy of Denton; sisters, 
Tammy Wood and husband Mike of Fred 
and Wendy Smith of Grand Saline; three 
grandchildren, Dixie, Chevelle, and 
Laramie; nieces, Chelsi Russell, Brandi Gray, 
and Tonya Keasler; nephews, Buddy Huff 
and Kane Phelps; along with numerous other 
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her father; 
and brother-in-law, Travis Smith.

Josie Ann “Punkin” Chisom Turner
1932 – 2026

Funeral services for Josie Ann 
“Punkin” Chisom Turner, 94, 
formerly of Point, will be held on 
Saturday, October 24, at 1:00 
p.m., at Richland Baptist Church 
under the direction of Cozine and 
Tarver Funeral Home. Interment 
will be in Prairie Grove Cemetery

Mrs. Turner died peacefully at 
home in Florida on Saturday, 
October 10, 2026. She was born 
on March 12, 1932, in Hawkins to Leroy 
Chisom and Opal Pearl Bowman Chisom. 
She also celebrated July 11, 1933, because 
she was born by a midwife without docu-
ments. Her parents later moved to Emory, 
where she attended Sand Flat school. After 
high school, Josie gave birth to three sons. 
She later met the love of her life, H.T. 
Turner, who had four children whom she 
helped raise.

She was the matriarch of the family, as 
she had outlived her sons and her siblings. 
She took the gracious role as the mother of 
the family to her nieces, nephew and 
grandchildren. She kept everyone in line 
and kept everyone laughing. She was full of 
love and great memories of how everyone 
grew up and how she had a “left hand” in it. 
She fed many from Emory, Richland, Lone 
Oak, and Greenville from her kitchen table.

Mrs. Turner accepted Jesus Christ and 
was a faithful servant to the Richland 
Baptist Church. She served on the usher 
board, sowed her seeds into the church, and 
was the mother of the church under the 
Pastor R.L. and Marilyn Stephney. She was 
well loved by the community and her church 
family, and she always made sure to keep 
God first.

In January 2025, after her 
health started to fail, she moved to 
Orlando, Florida, where she 
received loving care from her 
granddaughters and their families.

Mrs. Turner is survived by 
stepdaughters, Linda Turner 
Hayes of California and Maybeth 
Turner of Emory; grandchildren,  
Angela Thomas of Birch Creek, 
Tosha Thomas (Lamont) and 

Tiffany Gilbert (William) of Orlando, 
Florida, Kimberly Chisom, Marlon Chisom, 
Germanie Chisom (Bree) and Salena Givens 
of Sulphur Springs, R. J. Chisom of Dallas, 
Chris Chisom of Marshal, Markell Chisom of 
Emory, and Derrick Givens of Greenville; 
great-grandchildren, Jada Goodson, Tyrese 
Taylor, Tyler Holt, Alexis Holt, Zamaria 
Chisom, Rickayla Ross, Rikia Ross, Lily 
Chisom, J.J. Chisom, Quincy Chisom, 
Damian Chisom, Kendyn Chisom, Jaclyn 
Chisom and Irelyn Chisom; nieces, Shirley 
Humphrey of Oklahoma, Charlotte Grant 
(Greg) of Greenville, Tamika Henry 
(Anthony) of Arkansas, Gee Gee Williams 
of Dallas, and Rosemary Reed and Iris Reed 
of Sulphur Springs; and nephew, Gary 
Chisom of Dallas.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband; parents; siblings, Sophello Chisom, 
Cleophus Chisom, Viola Chisom, Howard 
Chisom and twin, and Anna Pearl Bowman 
Williams; sons, Willie, James, and Robert 
Chisom; stepchildren, Tina Turner and 
Mark Turner; and a great-grandson.

Visitation will be held 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 
p.m. on Friday, October 23, at Cozine and 
Tarver Funeral Home in Greenville.

Obituaries
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BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
Back-to-School Internet Safety Tips for Kids
It’s hard to believe, but 

summer break has come to 
an end, and many East Texas 
schools are already back in 
session. As students return 
to classrooms, they’re also 
returning to school-issued 
devices, apps, social media 
and other online tools. BBB 
reminds parents and care-
givers to make internet 
safety part of the back-to-
school routine.

“Technology is a big part 
of how kids learn, communi-
cate and socialize, which 
makes ongoing conversa-
tions about online safety 
more important than ever,” 
said Mechele Agbayani 
Mills, President and CEO of 
BBB Central East Texas. “By 
teaching their children how 
to recognize scams, protect 
their privacy and speak up 
when something doesn’t feel 
right, parents can help them 
make safer choices online.”

BBB advises parents and 
caregivers to keep the fol-
lowing in mind:

Know what platforms
your child is using

Be familiar with the apps, 
games, social media plat-
forms and accounts your 
child uses. Review privacy 
settings together, know who 
can contact them and pay 
attention to permissions 
which allow access to their 
camera, microphone or loca-
tion.

Protect personal
information

Teach children not to 

share information such as 
their full name, address, 
school, phone number, pass-
words or real-time location. 
Be careful with back-to-
school photos, too. Display-
ing a child’s name, school, 
teacher or grade can reveal 
more than parents intend.

Watch for phishing,
giveaways and “free” offers

Kids can be targets of 
fraudulent emails, texts, 
direct messages and gaming 
offers. Teach them not to 
click unfamiliar links or 
provide personal or financial 
information in exchange for 
prizes, free game currency or 
other offers. Even legitimate 
free apps and games may 
include in-app purchases.

Have a discussion about 
online strangers

Someone your child meets 
through social media, gam-
ing or a messaging app may 
not be who they claim to be. 
The FBI warns that young 
people are also targets of 
sextortion schemes in which 
offenders use threats or 
private images to demand 
money or additional images. 
Encourage children to tell a 
trusted adult immediately if 
an online interaction 
becomes threatening, inap-
propriate or uncomfortable.

Secure devices
and accounts

Use parental controls 
when appropriate, keep 
devices and apps updated, 
use strong and unique pass-

words and enable multi-
factor authentication when 
available. Most importantly, 
keep the conversation going 
so children know they can 
ask for help when something 
online doesn’t seem right.

“The goal isn’t to make 
children afraid of technol-
ogy. It’s to help them 
develop good habits, recog-
nize warning signs and know 
when to ask for help. Parents 
who stay involved in their 
children’s online lives can 
help them become safer and 
more responsible digital 
citizens,” Mills said.

For more information

For additional back-to-
school and online safety 
information, visit BBB’s 
Back-to-School HQ and 
BBB’s Back-to-School Inter-
net Safety Tips.

Parents and caregivers 
can also find resources at the 
FTC’s Protecting Kids 
Online page and the FBI’s 
Financially Motivated Sex-
tortion resource.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.
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PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICE

PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICE

PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICE

PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICE

FOR SALE

SALES

Good Samaritan's 
Thrift/Clothes store will 
be open Saturdays in 
October  from 8 am - 
noon. Clothes sale is 
open Mon.-Wed., 8 
am -12 pm, and 1 
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am 
– 12 pm on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Browse our wide 
selection of RV Parts 
and Accessories. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

GARAGE SALES

Yard Sale - Fri. & Sat. 
from 8 am - 3 pm. 
Office supplies, class-
room, small furniture, 
horse tack, fishing 
lures, custom jewelry 
and lots of misc. 1376 
N Hwy. 19.

RENT/LEASE

FOR RENT

House for rent. Small 
2BD/1BT house in 
Point. (903)447-
3129.

STORAGE UNITS

Emory Self Storage, 
Hwy. 69S, 410 E. 
Lennon. Now offering 
c l imate-cont ro l l ed 
units. 903-474-9150, 
903-348-5459.

SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

MCKENZIE LAKE 
WORKS. Building 
boathouses and docks 
since 2001. Steel/metal 
bldgs. & home remod-
eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC 

Has all your welding, 
welding repair and 
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

DODSON AND SONS 
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more. 
903-259-8541. For 
plumbing needs call 
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

G&G GRAVEL. All 
types of gravel, 
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading, 
free estimates. Miller 
Grove. Bret Garrett 
903-268-6910.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing, 
hedge trimming, 
weekly/biweekly rates. 
903-521-8506, free 
estimates.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC

Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance, 
sodding, landscaping, 
tree trimming & 
removal, retaining 
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

TREE SERVICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.
TheWilsonLegacy.com 
9 0 3 - 4 5 5 - 1 5 8 7 . 
Insured, credit cards, 
appointments. We 
specialize in high risk 
removals. Trimming, 
Removals, Stumps.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimming/
removal. Credit cards, 
insured. LI0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

HELP WANTED

Construction. General 
Labor. Some construc-
tion knowledge help-
ful. Starting pay $12-
$15/hr with potential 
for growth. Mon-Fri 
7am-5pm. Overtime 
pay available. Paid 
holidays. Weekly pay. 
No drugs. Send 
resume to ron-
hanks67@yahoo.com
or call 903-268-
7089.

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS 
ISD. Visit www.
rainsisd.org and click 
on Apply Now to view 
current openings and 
submit an  online 
application. Health 
insurance available for 
eligible full-time 
employees. RAINS 
ISD is an Equal 
O p p o r t u n i t y 
Employer.

Rains ISD is seeking a 
Certified HVAC Tech-
nician. Applicants 
must hold a valid 
HVAC certification. 
Benefits available for 
eligible full-time 
employees. Apply 
online at  www.
rainsisd.org or call 
903-473-2222, ext. 
4144 for more infor-
mation.

Look Twice - Save A Life.
Motorcycles are everywhere!

IT’S TIME TO STOCK
YOUR POND!
Friday, November 6
Canton 1:15 PM-2:00 PM
NE Texas Farmers Co-op
Emory 2:45 PM-3:30 PM

Potts Feed Store
Greenville 4:15 PM-5:00 PM
NE Texas Farmers Co-op

Saturday, November 7
Mineola 7:30 AM-8:15 AM
Big Country Farm Center
Quitman 8:45 AM-9:30 AM

Potts Feed Store
Sulphur Springs 10:15 AM-11:00 AM

NE Texas Farmers Co-op

To place an order, call
1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com

595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440

903-473-2950
903-473-3657

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emory

FIRM NO: 10194233

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY 
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
City of Point Water urges all 
prospective land buyers to verify 
with the water operator or city 
secretary at City of Point at our 
office located at 320 N Locust 
Street Point, TX  75472 or by 
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220 
whether or not water service is 
available to the property in 
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY 
CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with the manager at the 
office, located on FM 1567, east 
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., 
or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is 
available at the tract of land in 
question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

T R A N S M I S S I O N
FOREIGN DOMESTIC

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls • Clutches • Sealed Jobs • Filter & Fluid Changes

201 W. Main, Quinlan • 903-356-4900 • Mon.-Fri. 8 to 5:30MasterCard

L.L. Spencer Real EstateL.L. Spencer Real Estate

Don R. Spencer (Owner/Broker)

903-473-2225
Don R. Spencer (Owner/Broker)

903-473-2225

LLSpencerRealEstate.comLLSpencerRealEstate.com

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Visit www.cbtx.com for
all your banking needs

S-1814

A R A T
P E S O
O P A L
S O L D
T R I B A I R D G A S
A T T R A C T E D L I K E
G E E Y E S O R E I N A

P E T E G E R E N N A D E L
U R A N U S D O O R I G O T P L
B A N D I T I I L O N H R O O M

G O T A R E A D Y F A T A L L Y
F A M E U S O I S A I D
A R P T A R L E T O N

O N B A L L S
I N D Y
S H E
O A R
N M

SUDOKU
SOLUTION

9 5 8 3 2 6 7 1 4
4 2 7 9 8 1 3 5 6
1 3 6 7 4 5 2 9 8
7 8 1 6 3 2 5 4 9
2 4 9 5 7 8 6 3 1
3 6 5 1 9 4 8 7 2
5 7 2 4 6 9 1 8 3
8 1 4 2 5 3 9 6 7
6 9 3 8 1 7 4 2 5

Visit us online at: www.rainscountyleader.com
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Sports

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcat varsity 
football team could not 
overcome a slow start in a 
56-33 district loss to the 
Mineola Yellowjackets on 
Friday night, October 16, in 
Mineola.

Rains ran for 201 yards 
and threw for 139 yards in 
the loss, while Mineola 
amassed 471 yards, including 
three touchdown runs of 
more than 40 yards.

Senior Jabari Shields led 
the ground attack with 174 
yards and two touchdowns 
on 17 carries. Sophomore 
quarterback Cooper Combs 
ran the ball eight times for 
30 yards and a touchdown.

In the passing game, 
Combs completed 12 of 24 
passes for 139 yards and two 
touchdowns. He was sacked 
twice for a loss of 11 yards.

Junior Adam Colson led 
the team with four catches 
for 38 yards, while sopho-
more Cash Dale had three 
catches for 38 yards and a 
touchdown. Senior Samuel 
Haney caught two passes for 
37 yards and a touchdown.

Sophomore Derek Toliver 
led the Wildcat defense with 
seven tackles. Senior Cohen 
Witt and junior Jasdeep 
Dhesi had four tackles each.

Rains received the open-
ing kickoff and was forced to 
punt after three plays.

Mineola needed three 
plays to score on a 45-yard 
touchdown run. Rains 0, 
Mineola 7.

The Wildcats had another 
three-and-out, while the 
Yellowjackets went 58 yards 
in six plays and scored from 
21 yards out. Rains 0, Mine-
ola 14.

The Rains offense had a 
positive run of eight yards 
before two penalties backed 
it up. Shields made the 
penalties a moot point with 
a 75-yard touchdown run. 
Rains 7, Mineola 14.

Mineola went three plays 
and punted, and the Wild-
cats punted after four plays.

The Yellowjacket offense 
started its next drive with an 
81-yard touchdown run that 
was called back. Mineola 
then moved the ball 81 yards 
in 13 plays before scoring 
from 27 yards out. Rains 7, 
Mineola 21.

The next Wildcat drive 
ended when an interception 
was returned 35 yards for a 
Mineola touchdown. Rains 
7, Mineola 28.

A 26-yard pass to Haney 
jump-started the next Rains 
drive, which ended seven 
plays later with a 22-yard 
touchdown pass to Dale. 
Rains 13, Mineola 28.

The Yellowjacket offense 
answered with a 62-yard 
touchdown run on the next 
play. Rains 13, Mineola 35.

The Wildcats finished the 
first half with a 10-yard pass 
and three incompletions.

The second half started 
with a 10-play, 63-yard drive 
by Mineola that ended with 
a two-yard touchdown run. 
Rains 13, Mineola 42.

The Rains offense 

responded with a 12-play, 
78-yard drive that ended 
with an 11-yard touchdown 
pass to Haney. Rains 19, 
Mineola 42.

The Yellowjackets kept 
scoring, finishing a three-
play drive with a 21-yard 
touchdown run. Rains 19, 
Mineola 49.

The next Rains drive 
ended with an interception, 
and Mineola turned it into 
points five plays later with a 
48-yard touchdown run that 
capped a 96-yard drive. 
Rains 19, Mineola 56.

After six plays, the Wild-
cats lost a fumble to the 
Yellowjackets. The Rains 
defense held, and senior 
Juan Rodriguez had a nine-
yard sack to help force a 
punt. The snap sailed over 
the punter’s head, and Rains 
took over at the one-yard 
line.

Shields punched it into 
the end zone on the next 
play. Rains 25, Mineola 56.

The Wildcats recovered 
the onside kick, and Combs 
scored on a three-yard run 
three plays later. A two-
point conversion pass made 
it Rains 33, Mineola 56.

Rains failed to recover the 
next onside attempt, and 
Mineola ran out the clock.

The Rains Wildcats fall to 
1-3 in District 7-3A-1 and 
2-6 overall.

After an open date this 
week, they will take on the 
Commerce Tigers on Friday 
night, October 30, in Wild-
cat Stadium with kickoff 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat 
varsity volleyball team con-
tinues to wrap up District 
14-3A play after losing to 
Quitman and beating Prairi-
land on the road.

On Friday, October 16, 
the Lady Cats traveled to 
Quitman to take on the 
Lady Bulldogs and lost in 
three sets, 3-0. The set score 
was 25-23, 25-12 and 25-23.

The Rains volleyball team 
held the Coach T’s 
Fundraiser Tournament on 
Saturday, October 17, in 
Talkington Gym.

Teams of coaches, family, 
friends and JV players were 
recruited by Jaycee Phillips, 

Torri Forbes, Kyal Williams, 
Harper Jones, Rylee Houch-
ins, Paetyn Hogan, Arianna 
Philson and Annie Piechota.

After all the battles 
between teammates, Jone’s 
team, Block Party, was 
crowned the champions.

The teams headed to 
Pattonville on Tuesday, 
October 20, and scored the 
3-2 victory over the Prairi-

land Lady Patriots.
The Rains Lady Cats are 

2-9 in District 14-3A and 
13-22 for the season.

They will wrap up the 
season on Friday, October 
23, when they travel to 
Commerce to take on the 
Lady Tigers. The match is 
scheduled to start at 5:00 
p.m.

RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Ladies finish season on the road

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Jaycee Phillips sets the ball to the net for her Iconic team mate to attempt a spike 
during the Coach T’s Fundraiser Tournament on Saturday, October 17, in Talkington Gym.

RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

Wildcats stung by Jackets

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcat Juan Rodriguez (55) wraps up the Yellowjacket quarterback for a nine-yard sack 
during the 56-33 district loss to Mineola on the road on Friday night, October 16.

I guess most of us outdoor 
types have equipment that 
we’ve become fond of over 
the years. For some, it might 
be an old outboard motor 
that was acquired years ago 

that just 
refuses to 
wear out. 
O t h e r s 
might still 
be shooting 
and hunt-
ing with the 
same old 
30-30 that 

has served them well 
through a lifetime in the deer 
woods. I have several such 
items that worked decades 
ago and continue to perform 
like new. One is a little hog 
trap made of stock alu-
minum. I have trapped a lot 
of wild pork with this little 
trap through the years and 
recently brought it out of 
semi-retirement-it’s time to 
put some prime pork in the 
freezer for an upcoming 
members dinner at office of 
the Dallas Safari Club 
(DSC) next month. 

My good friend Larry 
Weishuhn has for many 
years been an ambassador for 
this awesome organization. 
When Larry invited me to 
help him host the dinner I 
was all in. The plan is for 
Larry to prepare a whole 
bunch of buffalo (bison) 
burgers from the meat of a 
buffalo that Mr. Steve Hor-
nado took while hunting 
earlier this year in southeast 
Oklahoma at the Choctaw 
Hunting Lodge.  My assign-
ment is pulled pork and my 
goal is a couple of young fat 
‘eater’ hogs for the smoker. I 
will mix the wild pork with a 
few domestic pork shoulders. 
Wild pork is usually very 
lean and the fat from the 
domestic pork will help baste 
the lean meat during the 
long smoking process.  

I love planning for events 
like this; the assignment will 
allow me to get out in the 
woods and put my old trap to 
use and later spend some 
pleasant time around the 
smoker transforming the 
meat into tasty barbecue.  

I was given this trap about 
25 years ago by a company 
that sold sturdy aluminum 
traps. These units were 

designed for folks like me 
that want to catch one or 
two small hogs. My trap 
weighs 54 pounds and I’ve 
used it to catch hogs weigh-
ing up to 140 pounds 
although most mature hogs 
are hesitant to go into such a 
small enclosure The trap is 
about 6 feet long and 3 feet 
wide, and it’s easy to trans-
port and ideal for catching 
smaller eater hogs that I 
usually target. There is no 
bottom in the trap, it’s 
necessary to stake it down. I 
once caught a big boar in the 
trap (I had a trail camera set 
nearby and watched him 
walk in). Once the door 
slammed shut, the big boar 
started jumping up and hit-
ting the top of the trap with 
his head and back. His back 
was only six inches or so 
from the top of the trap. I 
found the trap about 20 feet 
from where it was set. The 
big hog had pulled two T 
posts out of the ground and 
snapped a sapling I had 
wired over the top of the 
trap. But the trap works just 
fine for the size hogs I target.

 The last time I used it was 
about four years ago on my 
friend Jeff Rice’s ranch. Jeff, 
Larry Weishuhn and I set it 
in hopes of catching a pig for 
the smoker. The next morn-
ing when we checked the 
trap there were FOUR 
twenty-pound pigs in the 
trap and each one of them 
had its head wedged between 
the vertical aluminum bars. 
In the melee we managed to 
get all the pigs unstuck and 
they hit the woods running 
at top speed. By the time we 
got them unstuck, we had 
lost all interest in smoked 
pork! 

My trapping system usu-
ally produces pork in a 
couple days. I will set the 
trap adjacent a trail that hog 
use on a nightly basis as they 
travel from their bedding 
area in the woods to food 
and water. I will not set the 
trap the first night but bait 
the trail and inside of the 
trap with corn. A trail cam-
era will be set to monitor the 
hogs. If all goes according to 
plan the porkers should find 
the corn the first night and 
probably go inside the trap 
and clean up the bait. Once 

I know hogs are coming to 
the trap, I will set the trip 
wire that releases the door 
late one afternoon and run it 
at first light the next morn-
ing. The trap will be set in 
the shade but in the heat of 
summer, it’s a good idea to 
check for hogs at first light 
each morning. It’s much 
easier and more comfortable 
to deal with processing the 
meat during the coolest part 
of the day.

My goal is to catch a 
couple of smaller hogs, 
process and freeze the meat 
until I decide to fire up my 
smoker and transform it into 
pulled pork. Mixed with the 
domestic pork shoulders, the 
barbecue should be tasty. I 
usually cook the shoulders 
and hams whole and inject 
them with butter, garlic, salt 
and pepper. I also poke holes 
in the meat and load it up 
with slivers of jalapeno 
pepper which winds up 
chopped along with the meat 
in the pulled pork. 

The key to tasty pulled 
pork is long, slow cooking 
with moisture. When cook-
ing straight wild pork, I 
usually add beef broth and 
barbecue sauce to ensure it 
doesn’t dry out. I’ll smoke 
the meat in a big aluminum 
pan for four or five hours 
uncovered and then wrap it 
with aluminum foil and 
allow it to cook overnight 
with my Smokin Tex electric 
smoker set at 200 degrees. 
The meat is always fall-off-
the-bone tender. Rather 
than simply pulling the cuts 
of meat apart and shredding 
them, which is common to 
pulled pork, I use a cleaver 
and chop it across the grain 
into smaller pieces. This 
makes preparing sandwiches 
much easier and avoids the 
often-stringy pulled pork. I 
guess I should call mine 
‘chopped pork’.

I love a good challenge, 
especially if the end result is 
enough tasty meat from the 
wild to feed a large group of 
like-minded outdoor folks! 

Check out Luke’s weekly 
podcast “Catfish Radio with 
Luke Clayton and Friends” 
just about everywhere pod-
casts are found. Email Luke 
through his website, www.
catfishradio.org.

Luke Clayton
Outdoor Columnist

LUKE CLAYTON

The Trap
Contributed photo

Luke has been taking a cue from the fish and animals and venturing forth early and late. 
It’s hot but there’s still plenty to do during the summer doldrums. Here are some tasty 
channel catfish Luke and his friends caught during the cooler hours just after sunup.


