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RAINS COUNTY

Commissioners sign agreement with Major League Fishing

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commis-
sioners Court managed grants,
signed an agreement for a ma-
jor sporting event and ap-
proved the installation of
Christmas lights at the court-
house during the regular meet-
ing on Thursday, October 8.

During the meeting, the
court considered options for a
grant management firm for the
Texas Community Develop-
ment Grant Fund Program ad-

ministered by the Texas De-
partment of Agriculture. The
county finished 15th in the
ranking for the grant last year
and expects to receive some
grant money from the program
this year.

They unanimously approved
a motion to select GrantWorks
as the grant management firm
and designated Commissioner

Jim Jones as the county repre-
sentative to negotiate with
them.

Commissioners considered a
proposal to have Rains County

Judge Brent Hilliard and Rains
County Sheriff Michael Hop-
kins sign a form for the eGrants
system. The system is used by
the Office of the Governor’s
Public Safety Office to offer
state and federal pass-through
grant programs with a focus on
law enforcement.

A motion to authorize the
judge and the sheriff to sign the

form was unanimously ap-
Yy

proved by the court.

Commissioners  considered

and approved a resolution to
correct a January 22 resolution

for a Criminal Justice grant to
add the grant number to the
resolution.

The court was presented
with an agreement between the
county and Major League Fish-
ing for major fishing tourna-
ments at Lake Fork and Lake
Tawakoni. The Bass Pro Tour,
one of its circuits, makes yearly
stops. The agreement was
unanimously approved.

In conjunction with that
item, the court unanimously
approved an agreement with
the Sabine River Authority of

Texas regarding sponsoring the
local event for economic devel-
opment.

Commissioners  considered
and approved an agreement
with the Women’s Service
Club for the installation of
Christmas tree lights and lights
on the courthouse for the holi-
day season. The display would
incur no cost to the county as it
will be paid by the club.

The court accepted the do-
nation of a bench to be placed

see COURT on page 2
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Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat seniors Annie Piechota and Jaycee Phillips admire the collage of pictures on cutouts of their
numbers during the senior night celebration in Talkington Gym at Rains High School on Tuesday night,

October 13.

ELECTION

Early voting for General Election starts Monday

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Early voting is scheduled to
begin on Monday, October 19,
for the November General
Election with Rains County
residents deciding on the sena-
tor from Texas, who will repre-
sent them in the new United
States Congressional District
32 and several state-level of-
fices.

Residents of Rains County
will be able to cast a ballot
early in the election office of

the Rains County Annex at
220 W. Quitman St. in Emory.
Polls will be open for early vot-
ing from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
each weekday from Monday,
October 19, through Friday,
October 23.

Weekend early voting for
the election will be on Satur-
day, October 24, and Sunday,
October 25, from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m.

Hours for early voting will
be 7:00 a.m. through 7:00 p.m
on Monday, October 26,
through Friday, October 30.

The national election will be
held on Tuesday, November 3,
from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 pm.

Applications for ballots by
mail must be received no later
than the close of business on
Friday, October 23.

After the new congressional
map was adopted in 2025,
Rains County moved from the
U.S. Congressional District 4
to District 32. The new district
has two candidates vying for
the seat: Republican Jace

see ELECTION on page 3

RAINS ISD

Arts program, enroliment
addressed at meeting

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains ISD Board of
Trustees held a regular meet-
ing on Monday, October 12, to
discuss the district’s enroll-
ment numbers and hear an
evaluation of the school’s fine
arts programs.

After approving the consent
agenda, Assistant Superinten-
dent John Portwood presented
to the board an evaluation of
the district’s fine arts programs
compiled by Executive Direc-
tor of Academics Lyndsay
Hayes.

The fine arts programs at
the district serve over 400 ele-
mentary students with art and

music. All students on the In-
termediate campus participate
in art and music, and the cam-
pus is planning a Fine Arts
Night.

On the junior high campus,
95 students participate in
band, 151 in art and 78 in the-
atre arts. The report noted that
the campus could use more
curriculum, facilities, school-
owned instruments and stage
curtains.

Rains High School has a
theatre arts class with 30 stu-
dents, while Art I-IV serves
124 students, with some re-
ceiving dual credits. The cam-
pus has an art club and art stu-

see RISD on page 2

POINT

Water system needs, grant
administrator top discussions

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Point City Council held
aregular meeting on Thursday,
October 8, to discuss repairs to
motors for the city’s water sys-
tem and to select a grant ad-
ministrator for the city for the
2027 and 2028 cycles.

During the meeting, the
council was presented with an
option to purchase an addi-
tional backup motor for the
city’s water plant. The plant
has two 75hp motors that al-
ternate pumping water from
the plant to the city.

One of those motors is out
for repairs and the backup, a
10hp motor, is in the shop as

well. The rewinding of the
75hp motor will cost the city
about $2,000 and the rewind of
the 10hp motor is estimated at
$1,300. A new 10hp motor
would cost the city over $5,000
with the 75hp motor signifi-
cantly higher.

With money already set
aside in the budget to cover
the cost of the repairs, the
council approved the purchase
of a new 10hp motor with the
stipulation that the cost for the
motor be split into payments or
payment be held off until
closer to January.

The council was to consider
options for repairing the

see POINT on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Elizabeth Davis enjoys long family history in Rains County

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Elizabeth Davis has worked for
the City of Emory since 2024, be-
ginning as an administrative assis-
tant for the Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. In August of
2025, she began helping with the
Emory City Cemetery and Forbis
Cemetery. In February 2026, she
took over the role of Court Clerk
and continued the day-to-day re-
sponsibilities for the two cemeter-
ies.

“We have handwritten ledgers of
the Emory City Cemetery
from1904 when supposedly it was
called the “City of the Dead,” said
Davis. “There were 18 members in
the Emory Cemetery Association
who met on February 24,1904, and

brought hoes, rakes, spades, etc.
and made the yard “put on a new
air.”

Davis said that lots are still avail-
able at the cemeteries — 500 at
Emory City Cemetery and 100 at
Forbis Cemetery. When someone
wishes to buy a plot, it can be taken
care of at City Hall. There is a new
cemetery committee of four who
meet quarterly. The city just pur-
chased new equipment to help
level out tombstones. The City of
Emory’s City Council, through its
cemetery board, oversees the oper-
ation, maintenance and preserva-
tion of the cemeteries.

Before working for the City of
Emory, Davis was an administra-
tive assistant at Cross Country
Communications in  Sulphur
Springs. However, she has always

lived in Rains County, as have six
generations of her family whose old
homestead is now Sabine River
Authority on Lake Tawakoni. “We
just had our 93rd family anniver-
sary of living in Rains County,” said
Davis.

Davis enjoys taking part in the
community by overseeing Spook-
tacular, which she has done for
three years. It will take place on
Oct. 30 beginning at 5:30 p.m., is
like a trunk-or-treat, and is held at
Sandy Creek Park in Emory. Five
hundred children are expected,
and there will be hayrides, costume
contests and more.

Davis has been married to hus-
band Daniel for four years. She has
four children and three grandchil-

see SPOTLIGHT on page 2

Daniel and Elizabeth Davis
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Rain Report

No rain reported this week.

Total for Oct. .. ... .. 3.3%9in.
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Community outreach
& onganigations

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.m., open meetings.

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON

Thurs., 7:00 p.m., Crossroads Al-
anon Group, 103 N. Houston St.,
Edgewood, 903-896-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co.
4th Mon., 5:15 p.m., 215N.
Duffy St., Emory, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Saturday
7:00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE
Mon., 7:00 - 9:30 p.m., Arbala
Community Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
every Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory
Baptist Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Oakleaf Trail.

EMORY LIONS CLUB

1stand 3rd Tuesdays, 12:00
p.m., Dos Charros in Emory. Call
forinformation 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri.,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
FM 514, Emory. 903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs.,
1:00 p.m., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS
1stThurs., 11:30 a.m.,
www.lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - 2nd Tues., 1-3
p.m. 9483 W. FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 6:30 p.m.
Jamie's Restaurant,

Lake Fork Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs., 6:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY

3rd Mon., 7:00 p.m., AgriLife
Extension and Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
1stThurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, 903-269-
8446

RAINS 42 - every Thursday, 6:00
p.m - 9:00 p.m., Rains County
Library Meadows Room, 903-
268-4021

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO ASSOC.
2nd Sat. of each month
9:00a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB
1stMon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail.com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Jan., Mar., May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall.

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - 4th Mon., 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct.,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
July 31 &Oct. 30, 6:30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH & LEARN QUILTING CLUB
Mon., 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.,
903-598-3021,

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN NEED, INC.
A Battered Women's Shelter.
Call 903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m.,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2ndTues., 7:00 p.m.,
Emory City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 6:45 p.m.,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m.

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & 4th Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m.,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains ISD Administration Building.

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

3rd Monday, 6:30 p.m.,

Emory Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon., Tues. and Thurs., 8:00 a.m. -
5:00 p.m., 110 E. North St.
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 903-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Open Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m-4 p.m.
903-473-5099 or 5098
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| THE PUBLIC FORUM

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday in
the building behind the public
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory.
Hours for Mon.—Wed. are
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m., closed
noon-1:00 p.m. Hours for
Thursday are 8:00 a.m.—
noon. Thrift sales will be open
every Saturday in October
from 8:00 a.m.—noon. Funds
go to buy food for the needy
and to operate the center.

Angel Tree
Applications

open now

The 2026 Angel Tree
applications are open and are
only available online. Flyers
with the link to apply are
available at each RISD cam-
pus and on the Rains County
Angel Tree Facebook page.
Children must live in Rains
County and under the age of
18 or enrolled in RISD. Proof
of residency is required. One
application per child. Appli-
cations must be received by
11:59 p.m. on November 6.
Application help will be
available at the Rains County
Library on Saturday, October
31, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
For more information, call or
text 903-662-8621 or email
rainscountyangeltree @gmail.
com.

Toys For Tots
Donation Boxes

Available

Northeast Texas Toys For
Tots now has 2026 donation
boxes available. If your
business or organization
would like to host an official
Toys For Tots donation box,
apply today at HuntCountytx.
ToysForTots.org.

Emory Methodist
Youth Bake Sale

Oct. 17

The Emory Methodist
Church youth group will
hold a bake sale at Hooten’s
Hardware, Saturday, Oct.
17, beginning at 7:00 a.m.

Golf Ball Drop
and Baked Goods
Auction Oct. 17

The American Legion
Auxiliary is hosting a Golf
Ball Drop this Saturday, Oct.
17, 11:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. at
Heritage Park in Emory. Ten
percent of ticket sales will go
to one of the fire depart-
ments in Rains County, to be
announced at the First
Responders Banquet.
Legionnaires from the local
post 156 will be selling hot
dogs, chips and a drink for
$5. New this year is a Baked
Goods Auction. Bids will
start at $5. Proceeds from
the event help to fund the
Veterans Day Parade set for
Saturday, November 7, in
downtown Emory. The
remainder of the funds will
go to help veterans during
the holidays. To donate,

volunteer, or join the Auxil-
iary, or for questions, contact
Griselda Chalk at (661)-332-
1269.

Tent Revival
Oct. 19-23

Bright  Star  Baptist
Church is hosting a tent
revival at Heritage Park in
Emory with old-fashioned
gospel singing and bible
preaching Oct. 19-23 at 7:00
p.m. nightly. Everyone is
welcome.

Fields of Faith at
Wildcat Stadium

on Oct. 21

The 4th Annual Rains
"Fields of Faith" will be held
at  Wildcat Stadium on
Wednesday, October 21, at
7:00 p.m. Fields of Faith is a
community-wide youth wor-
ship service designed for
students in grades 6-12. Free
hot dogs available at 6:30
p.m.

First Responders
Banquet Oct. 22

The American Legion
Post 156 is hosting a First
Responders Banquet at The
Chapel, 2130 West U.S.
Hwy. 69 in Emory on Oct. 22
at 6:00 p.m. All first respon-
ders are invited. For more
information call Ed Chalk
661-903-1663.

Emory Baptist
Church Fall

Festival Oct. 28

Emory Baptist Church will
host their annual Fall Festi-
val on Wednesday, October
28, from 5:30 p.m. — 7:30

p.m.

Tai Chi Class
Wednesdays in

Nov & Dec.

The AgriLife Extension is
offering a Tai Chi for Arthri-
tis and Fall Prevention class
to Rains County residents.
The 1-hour class will be held
every Wednesday at 10:00
am. in November and
December at the Rains
County Fairgrounds Pavilion
(we will move inside when
the weather turns too cold).
If you are interested in
joining us, please call (903)
473-4580 or email sarah.
latham@ag.tamu.edu to
reserve your spot.

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

dren. She attends Miracle
Faith Baptist Church in
Rains County.

When Davis and her
husband have time on week-
ends, they love to go
antiquing. They go to places
like Gladewater, New Bos-
ton, Atlanta, Texas, and
went once to Oklahoma.
She started with her great-
great-grandmother’s candy
dish, and her collection of
glassware has grown.

Brandon R Roberts
CFP*

Financial Advisor

132 N Texas St | P O Box 1221

Emory, TX 75440
903-473-1592

MKT-58940-A-A4 AECSPAD

Edward Jones

Member SIPC

Holly Wasson
Financial Advisor

132 N Texas St | P O Box 1221
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-1592

> edwardjones.com

about how to play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
number can only be used once in each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www.sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help
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Dear Editor

Thank you City of Emory,
Texas Rangers (law enforce-
ment), Texas Department of
Public Safety, local fire
departments, EMTs, ven-
dors, sponsors, the most
excellent DJ including his
special way of handing out
the prizes, and all of the folks
who helped it [National
Night Out] to be a great
night. My wife and I brought
our  almost-two-year-old
great-granddaughter, Kall-

away. You may not under-
stand her yet, but she’s still
chatting about it almost two
weeks later...from the largest
bounce house I've ever seen
to music for all ages (truly)..
lots and lots of work go into
putting on this event. Made
some new friends. Again
thanks to y’all. Really proud
to call Rains County home.

Jeff Holland
Point, Texas 75472

COURT

Continued from page 1

n front of the Arrington
Building at 189 E. North
Street. They tabled an item
on accepting a donation of
materials for CR 4528 as part
of the road is in the Point
city limits.

They approved a lease-
purchase agreement for a
tractor and mower for the
Road & Bridge department
and transferred a vehicle
from the sheriff’s office to the
constables office.

Commissioners accepted
the Rains County Sheriff’s
office asset forfeiture fund in
the amount of $10,645.17
and approved the Rains
County Attorney’s forfeiture

budget of $12,000 for the
new year

They renewed the Texas
Association of Counties Risk
Management Pool for Work-
ers’ Compensation and
accepted a Record Manage-
ment Plan from the Rains
County Clerks’ office.

All commissioners were
present for the regular meet-
ing.

The next regular meeting
of the Rains County Com-
missioners is scheduled for
Thursday, October 22, at
10:00 a.m. in the courtroom
of the Rains County Court-
house.

RISD

Continued from page 1

dents will be participating in
exhibitions, UIL VASE,
competitions and commu-
nity projects.

The high school band
continues to improve, but
they would like additional
staffing, updated instru-
ments and resources for
students.

Recommendations from
the evaluation included
expanding access to fine art
offerings for students, review
scheduling options at sec-
ondary campuses, prioritize
facility and supply improve-
ments, additional staffing
and supporting students with
financial barriers.

No action was needed by
the board as the evaluation
was only a report.

Rains ISD Superinten-
dent Joe Nicks updated
trustees on current enroll-
ment numbers for the dis-
trict. The official funding
snapshot will be taken by the
Texas Education Agency
(TEA) on Friday, October
30, but the enrollment num-
ber for Rains ISD was 1,613.

The highest enrollment
for the district was during
the 2022-2023 school year

when the enrollment was
1,754. Nicks noted the
steady decline since that
school year has actually been
felt by the entire state as
Texas public schools lost
76,000 enrollees during the
2025-26 academic year.

Nick stated that some of
the reasons the state pointed
to were the falling birthrate,
alternative schools, immigra-
tion concerns, slow real
estate growth and a transfer
imbalance. Rains ISD had
more students transfer out of
the district than those who
transferred into the district.

Wildcat Roar for the
meeting focused on Rains
Elementary.

The board entered closed
session for almost an hour,
but took no action upon
returning to open session.

Brennan Potts and Jim
Mack Taylor were not
present for the regular meet-
ing.

The Board of Trustees of
Rain ISD have scheduled
their next regular meeting
for Monday, November 9, at
6:30 p.m. in the Alexander
Boardroom in the Rains ISD
Administration Building.

POINT

Continued from page 1

grinder pump at the city’s lift
station and the purchase of a
new gas-powered trash pump
for leak repairs; however, it
was determined the grinder
pump was still under war-
ranty and the existing trash
pump has been repaired.
Therefore, no action was
needed on either agenda
item.

Council members consid-
ered several bids for grant
administration services for
the city in the 2027 and
2028 state grant cycle. Using
a scored ranking, they unan-
imously awarded the con-
tract to Traylor & Associates
for application and imple-
mentation of the Commu-
nity Development Block
Grant Program (TxCDBQ)
of the Texas Department of
Agriculture for the city for
the next two years.

With the administrator
chosen, the council unani-
mously adopted a resolution
to submit a application to
TxCDBG for the Commu-
nity Development fund.

The consideration for
creating an ordinance to
allow water leak adjustment
was tabled as the ordinance
had not been drafted for the

council to consider.

Council members took no
action on a rezone request
for a property at CR 4525and
Hwy. 69 as no one appeared
before the council for discus-
sion.

This month’s Hometown
Helper Recognition went to
Councilman Doug House for
all he has done to help the
City of Point’s water system.

The Point Volunteer Fire
Department updated the city
council on its operations,
noting that the department’s
outlook remains strong.

In Citizen Participation,
Sue Lacy asked about code
enforcement as a neighbor
had put an RV on their
property and they had cut up
a tree on her property. Greg
Thomas informed the coun-
cil of a water leak at CR
1440 and Hwy. 47 that is still
in need of repair. Marvin
Henson spoke on zoning in
the city.

Councilman Joe Sterner
was not present for the
regular meeting.

The next meeting of the
Point City Council is sched-
uled for Thursday, Novem-
ber 12, at 6:00 p.m. in the
council chambers of Point
City Hall.
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Never Rob a Train in Oklahoma

[ first heard this story
years ago, told over a camp-
fire and warm bowl of chili in
the cold California desert,
among the young men of my
son’s  Boy
Scout troop.
I have never
forgotten it.
The tale is
true — I did
my research.
Settle in for
a good read.
Today, we
are recount-
ing the
strange and storied life of
Elmer McCurdy.

Elmer J. McCurdy was
born January 1, 1880, in
Washington, Maine. As a
child, he got into trouble. As
a teenager, Elmer took to
drinking heavily. After leav-
ing home, Elmer worked as a
plumber and miner, but
struggled to stay employed
due to his alcoholism.

In 1907, Elmer joined the
U. S. Army and for a few
years enjoyed success as a
soldier. Stationed at Fort
Leavenworth in Kansas, he
learned to use nitroglycerin
for demolition purposes. He
was honorably discharged in
1910.

Following his discharge,
Elmer made the fateful
decision to pursue a life of
crime. Traveling to Saint
Joseph, Missouri, he was
caught carrying burglary
tools and arrested. After two
months in the county jail, he
was released.

Three months later Elmer
joined three accomplices in
Lenapah, Oklahoma where
they attempted to rob the
Iron Mountain train. They
had learned that one of its
cars contained a safe holding
$4,000. The gang succeeded
in stopping the train, but
Elmer used too much nitro,
melting 4000 silver dollars
and blowing them into the
corner of the safe where they
had to be pried out later with
a crowbar.

In September of 1911,
Elmer and two of his com-
rades attempted to rob the
Citizens Bank in Chau-
tauqua, Kansas, at night.
After taking two hours to
break through the bank wall,
Elmer blew the vault door
across the room, but failed to
breach the safe inside. After
waking the town with the
explosion, the robbers fled
with about $150 in coins.

In late September, Elmer
traveled back to Oklahoma

JODY DYER
Typewriter Weekly

where he got a job working
for his friend Charlie Revard.
Revard was a solid rancher,
known for his friendly
demeanor, his glass eye, and
his fondness for cats. Soon
after beginning his employ-
ment with Revard, Elmer
hatched a plan and asked for
a few days off work.

On October 4, 1911,
Elmer and a few of his
slew-foot friends attempted
their final robbery. Near
Okesa, Oklahoma, they tried
to intercept a train carrying
$400,000 in oilfield royalty
payments for the Osage
Indian Nation. But Elmer
made a mistake. He and his
friends stopped the wrong
train, escaping with only
$46, a conductor’s watch,
and some whiskey. Elmer
began drinking, said goodbye
to his friends, and rode back
to work.

Three days later, on the
morning of October 7, a
posse showed up at Charlie
Revard’s ranch. Elmer was in
the chicken house gathering
eggs (he and Revard were in
the habit of scrambling eggs
to feed the barn cats on the
ranch). Elmer called to
Revard, told him the posse
was there for him, and asked
for a bottle of whiskey before
going to meet the law.

After draining the bottle,
Elmer made one final bad
decision and emerged from
the barn with guns blazing.
When the dust cleared,
Elmer had caught a bullet in

the chest.

Following his death,
Elmer was taken to an
undertaker in Pawhuska,
Oklahoma, where his body
was embalmed and remained
unclaimed for several years.
Refusing to bury Elmer until
the embalming expenses
were paid, the undertaker
exhibited him in the funeral
home. Visitors paid a nickel
to see “The Bandit Who
Wouldn’t Give Up.” Elmer
was quite an attraction.
Rumor has it that during
Elmer’s time in the funeral
home, local children would
sometimes strap roller skates
on his feet and lead him
around town for fun.

In October of 1916, two
men who claimed to be
Elmer’s brothers absconded
with his body. They were
with the Great Patterson
Carnival Shows. So began
Elmer’s foray into show
business. His body was
exhibited all over the coun-
try. From 1916 until 1949,

SALES TAX ALLOCATIONS

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The revenue from the sale
of taxable goods in Rains
County continued on an
uptick for the county, Point
and Emory according to the
numbers released by the
Texas Comptroller’s Office
on Thursday, October 8.

The allocations are part of
the $1.3 billion in local sales
tax  allocations  being
returned to cities, counties,
transit systems and special
purpose taxing districts by
the office of Texas Comp-
troller Don Huffines from
sales made in August by
businesses that report tax
monthly.

Rains County, with its
half-cent additional tax on
taxable sales, sees
$97,094.52 being returned to
the county, which is 11.29
percent better than October
of 2025. The county’s year-
to-date (YTD) increased to
$958,873.44 which is 2.48
percent better than this time
last year.

Two municipalities in the
county, which add an addi-
tional cent-and-a-half tax to
all taxable items sold, saw an
increase in allocations being
returned as compared to
October of 2025.

The City of Point saw the
largest increase of the local
cities from last year at 46.15
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Elmer toured with various
carnival and traveling exhi-
bitions. Elmer was even used
in low-budget exploitation
movies. And over time,
Elmer’s body dried out and
became naturally mummi-
fied. By the early 1950s,
Elmer was semi-retired and
stored in a Los Angeles
warehouse. Passed from
owner to owner over the
years, at some point the fact
that Elmer had been a real
person was forgotten. Most
assumed he was only made of
paper mache.

By 1976, Elmer had found
a new home and was hanging
from the gallows inside the
Laff in the Dark Funhouse at
The Pike amusement park in
Long Beach, California.

On December 8, 1976,
the production crew for the
TV series The Six Million
Dollar Man was filming
scenes for an episode at The
Pike. Chris Haynes, a prop
man working on the show,
needed to move what he
thought was a dummy, but
something wasn’t quite right.
The dummy looked too real.
After all of his years of travel,
Elmer had suffered the
indignity of losing his pants.
And when Haynes started to
move naked Elmer, he
noticed what appeared to be
real human genitalia — his
willy was showing! When
Haynes grabbed Elmer’s arm,
it came off in his hand with
bone exposed. The crew
correctly assumed that Elmer
was real and they called the
Los Angeles Coroner.

When an autopsy was
performed, it was deter-
mined that Elmer was indeed
a real dead human. A ticket
stub and 1924 penny found
stuffed in Elmer’s mouth
helped track his history and
determine his identity.

In April of 1977, Elmer
McCurdy’s body was shipped
back to Oklahoma, the state
where he liked to rob trains.
And Elmer was given a
proper and dignified burial in
the town of Guthrie. You
can visit his grave today.
Poor Elmer - what a story...

JODY DYER is a columnist,
author, and former teacher.
Described by some as a Renaissance
man, he is a baseball fan, coffee
roaster, and accomplished feral hog
trapper. He likes to read, appreci-
ates the outdoors, and is good with
dogs and children. He is the father
of three, and lives with his wife in
Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
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County, Point see double-digit sales tax returns
OCTOBER ’26 SALES TAX STATISTICS
County Pct Net pymt. Net pymt. Pct 26 pymt. Net pymts.  Pct chg.
City Taxed  thisperiod  prioryear  change to date prior year  from '25
Rains 05 97,0952 87,239.80 11.29 95887344  935651.14 248
EastTawakoni 1.5  7,762.27 820518 -539 9240425 9859947 -6.28
Emory 15 15458647 143,871.50 744 148222923 1407,599.32 5.30
Point 15 1623994 1111176 4615 15973877 12242421 3047
Hopkins 0.5 310,644.65 359,208.69 -13.51 3,756,279.69 3,841,343.81 -2.21
Como 10 587851 581195 114 6435364 6047505 6.41
Cumby 125 11,586.61 11,438.86 129 13822881  121,504.84 13.76
Sulphur Springs 1.5 754,710.28  585,060.17  28.99 9,283,930.24 7,857,050.83 18.16
Hunt 05 757,735.66 733990.31  3.23 7919,593.63 7505479.13 5.51
CaddoMills 1.5 120,724.96 116,791.79 336 1,228,748.71 1,147,94566 7.03
Campbell 15 1195465 1157738 325 14613513 13491582 831
Celeste 125 1289062 1256262 261 13585841  137,107.28 -0.91
Commerce 1.5 21532920 177,99218 2097 2,255527.29 1,932,627.87 16.70
Greenville 1.51,013,425.34 1,037,647.55  -2.33 11,249,690.66 11,414,813.83 -1.44
HawkCove 1.0 222573 191917 1597 2190520 2121992 322
Lone Oak 15 2231050 2099188 628 22859331 218462.89 4.63
Neylandvile 1.0~ 1,12050  1,05886  6.67  10,693.61 977251 942
Quinlan 15 181,788.61 166,829.89 896 1,849,669.61 169001721 9.44
UnionValley 1.0 489199 658295 -2668 5857939 4721837 24.06
West Tawakoni 1.5 1295260 16,478.32 -21.39  194,57321  185,003.85 5.17
Wolfe City 15 2236823 2000262 1182 207,395.36  201,80066 2.77

Van Zandt County does not collect sales tax

Canton 20 44834401 41423083 823 4,609,859.33 4,373,412.04 5.40
Edgewood 20 4981877 39,963.05 2466 47456146  472,160.85 0.50
Edom 1.0 2,607.12 1,672.87  55.84 25,771.07 21,226.14  21.41
Fruitvale 20 835823 729192 1462 7791196 24473462 -68.16
Grand Saline 2.0  71,627.14 6191694 1568 75152061  660459.77 13.78
Van 20 11760470 102,32821 1492 1,175945.38 1,063,912.70 10.53
Wills Point 20 17849145 16626330  7.35 1,952,091.62 1827,353.46 6.82
Wood 05 272,567.27 353679.06 -22.93 2,789,779.78 2,711,377.00 2.89
Alba 15 3354637 3034204 1056 337,256.35  337,762.02 -0.14
Hawkins 15 3940252 4667416 -1557 47797980  456,216.77 477
Mineola 15 26934114 26830124 427 2,721,719.35 2,637,725.79  3.18
Quitman 15 8189618 9914620 -17.39  856,475.13  834,043.73 2.68
Winnsboro 15 127,29866 119,590.03 644 126315558 1212,502.10 4.17
Yantis 15 1202256 1027575 1699 12248416  122,49550 0.00

percent better than this time Next month, the alloca-

percent. The $16,239.94
being returned in October
increased the YTD payments
to $159,738.77, which is
30.47 percent ahead of 2025.

Emory is expected to
receive $154,586.47 from
the state in October, which
is 7.44 percent ahead of last
year. The YTD total is 5.3

last year at $1,482,229.23.
With $7,762.27 being
returned to the city, East
Tawakoni’'s YTD payments
remain behind last year’s
totals at $92,404.25. The
YTD is 6.28 percent lower
than last year with the

allocation for October being
5.39 percent less than 2025.

tions to be returned to the
local taxing entities from
sales made during the month
of September by businesses
that report tax monthly, and
sales made in July, August
and September by quarterly
filers, should be announced
during the second week in
November.

Visit us online at RainsCountyleader.com
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Responses to “Easy Open - Not!”

By Linda Brendle

A couple of my regular
readers have approached me
about my missing column
last week. I was — as some of
the leaders of the church
used to say
about those
who had an
acceptable
excuse for
being absent
from a par-
ticular meet-
ing — [ was

LINDA BRENDLE .
Leader prOVIden’
correspondent tlally hin—
dered.

Maybe T'll write about it
someday, but I've already
written one column about
my current medical issues —
and once is enough. Instead,
[ want to share a follow-up to
a previous column.

On September 28, I wrote
a column titled “Easy Open
— Not” in which I com-
plained about various types
of lids that are supposed to
be simple to open but that I
find not to be easy at all. I
ended the column with this
paragraph:

“I'm sure there are many
other non-easy-opening lids,
but my inspiration has run
out for the day. If you have a
particular lid or closure that
makes you break out in
hives, drop me an email.
Maybe Tll get enough
suggestions to help me out
the next time [ don’t have an
idea for a column topic.”

I received several replies,
and I think they’re interest-
ing enough to share.

Stella said this: They
reduced the size of the caps on
water bottles, making it hard to
twist open, and they reduced
[the thickness of] the plastic
bottles to where just touching
them caves the sides in. If you
can actually get a grip to twist

the cap off, water comes
gushing out. 1 agree, Stella.
I've given myself more than
one unintended bath when
opening a bottle of water —
that’s assuming my arthritic
hands can get the bottle
open in the first place.

Here’s Robert’s comment:
My pet peeve is pickle jars! My
81-year-old hands and wrists
do not work as well as they did
a few years ago. So, turn the
hot water on, turn the jar
upside down, rotate the jar
several times under the water.
Tap the top with the thick part
of your palm, get a good grip
and open. Thanks, Robert.
That sounds like a good
method if 'm home alone.
But if David’s home, he’s my
favorite pickle-jar opener!

Glenda shared this tip: I
keep needle nose pliers, small
regular pliers, small screw-
drivers, a small level, and a
small tape measure in my
kitchen drawer. Very handy!
Pops them tops right off. Use
the tip of a steak knife for
peeling paper seals. Good tips,
Glenda. I need to gather
some tools in the kitchen
instead of having to go to the
utility room and search
David’s tools shelves when I
need something. It might be
a profit-making venture to
market a set of container-
opening tools specifically for
the kitchen!

Mary had a great sugges-
tion: So many things are
challenging (and I don’t have
arthritic hands)—coffee
creamer, mayo, salad dress-
ings, peanut butter! I have used
a knife, a fork, scissors, but my
best solution is my tweezers
from my make-up bag! Works
like a charm. Of course,
Mary! We probably have
many useful tools in our
homes that could be used in
creative ways to help open

ELECTION

Continued from page 1

Yarbrough and Democrat
Dan Barrios.

Rains County residents
will vote on their representa-
tive in the state house with
incumbent Republican Cole
Hefner facing challenger
Democrat Hector Garza.

The race for one of the
senate seats from the State of
Texas has voters choosing
between Republican Ken
Paxton, Democrat James
Talarico and Libertarian Ted
Brown. Incumbent Senator
John Cornyn was defeated by
Paxton in the March Pri-
maries.

Uncontested races in the
county include Rains County
Judge Brent Hilliard, Rains
County  Clerk  Mandy
Sawyer, Rains County Trea-
surer Maria Cook, Rains

County Tax  Assessor-
Collector Nicole York, Rains
County Justice of the Peace
Tony Ingram and Rains
County Commissioners Jim
Jones and Lori Northcutt.

Rains County residents in
the Miller Grove ISD will
vote for three seats on the
school board with Bret Gar-
rett, Ray Sparks, Dusty
Davis and Brandon Darrow
vying for the positions.

Other statewide elections
in Texas include governor,
lieutenant governor, attor-
ney general, comptroller,
land office commissioner,
agriculture commissioner,
railroad commissioner and
justices for the Texas
Supreme Court and Court of
Criminal Appeals.

difficult containers! We just
have to think outside the
box — if we can just get the
box open!

Linda shared her feelings
about the column: Lol! I feel
"seen!" I thought I was the only
person who allows an inani-
mate object drive me crazeeee!!
I have used many tools trying
to get things opened, but worry
I will do me harm! Linda, 1
have the same concern. I'm
a klutz to begin with. And if
you put a sharp tool in my
hands, I'm a danger not only
to myself but also to every-
thing and everybody close to
me.

Rhonda had a unique
solution: Oh my gosh! Just no
strength in my hands. Some-
times I can pry [a lid open]
with a wooden spoon handle!
Rhonda, that sounds like a
good idea If the spoon slips
off the lid and hits me, at
least I'll only have a bruise
instead of a stab wound!

That’s it for this week. I'm
still open if you have a
different idea to share. If 1
get enough responses, we
might string this one topic
out even further. Until then,
if you just can’t get your
stubborn container open,
assume it’s just not meant for
you to cook at this time and
go out to eat or order in.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly
column for Believers’ Baptist Church.
She is a published author and also
writes about caregiving, faith, and
family on her blog at http:/fwww.
LifeAfterCaregiving. WordPress.com.
You can  e-mail  her at
LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.
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FROM $1 1 95/SET

* New Patients Welcome

* Lab on premises

* Relines

* Soft-Lined Dentures

* Repairs while you wait

* Oral Surgery

+ Sedation

* General & Cosmetic Dentistry

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 1998

9011 Hwy. 334S, Suite A
Quinlan, TX 75474

*Prices may vary with additional
or different techniques used or
individual needs of patients
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| Know Why | Became a Republican

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Texas Rural Reporter

I was interviewed by a
reporter this week, and she
asked what I disagreed with
in the

Democratic Party
platform.

Honestly,
I didn’t
know what
to say.

I told her
[ didn’t agree
with the
Democratic
platform, but
when  she
asked  for
specifics, I realized I didn’t
actually know much about it.
Still, I was sure I disagreed.
've since looked it up.

Even though 1 couldn’t
answer her question then, I
could explain why I became
a Republican and why I
voted for George H.W. Bush
in 1992, my first time voting.

I grew up during the
Reagan years, and my politi-
cal ideas took shape back
then. I remember family
conversations at the kitchen
table and hearing the presi-
dent talk about fiscal respon-
sibility, limited government,
free enterprise, and personal
liberty. Those ideas shaped
how I viewed government
and its role in our lives.

Because of that, I saw
capitalism as a system that
created opportunity, sup-
ported by a government that
spent responsibly, protected
our freedoms, and allowed
people to work hard, take
risks, and succeed. That was
my idea of the American
Dream, and I still believe in
those principles today.

Now, in 2026, I find it
harder to see how those
principles show up in the way
either party governs. I think
that’s something we should
talk about.

This election cycle, we've
heard a lot about Democrats
and Republicans, conserva-
tives and liberals, socialists
and RINOs. The parties
spend so much energy label-
ing each other, but little time
talking about the ideas that
should define them.

Take fiscal responsibility,

SUZANNE
BELLSNYDER

Texas Rural Reporter

for example. Republicans
have campaigned for years
on smaller government and
less spending, but govern-
ment spending and the
national debt keep rising
under both parties. We talk
about individual liberty and
local control, but more often
see government telling our
communities what they can
and can’t do.

People talk a lot about
socialism as a threat to
capitalism, and I've been
thinking about it Ilately,
especially when 1 see how
differently my daughter’s
generation and mine view
the economic system we
grew up with.

[ grew up believing that if
you worked hard, took risks,
and dreamed big, you could
get ahead. I watched leaders
like Ronald Reagan and later
Newt Gingrich talk about
free  markets, personal
responsibility, and keeping
government out of the way. I
believed capitalism created
opportunity, and that com-
petition was key to making it
work.

But capitalism looks very
different to my daughter’s
generation than it did to
mine. They see more wealth
concentrated at the top, a
bigger and more intrusive
government, and an econ-
omy where owning a home
feels out of reach, living costs
are high, college is expen-
sive, and finding a good job
isn’t easy.

They’ve heard about the
American Dream all their
lives, but they’re not sure it’s
really possible for them, even
if they work hard and dream
big.

I wonder if that’s why
more young Americans are
open to socialism. Maybe
instead of dismissing their
concerns because we dislike
the label, we should ask what
their experience with capi-
talism has really been.

[ don’t think socialism is
the answer, but I can see why
a generation that sees the
economy mostly helping the
wealthy and well-connected
might want something differ-
ent.

Have we let government

and big business get so close
that the competition capital-
ism needs is fading? When
corporations get government
favors, money buys political
access, and small businesses
struggle, are we really prac-
ticing the free enterprise we
say we believe in?

This isn’t a Republican or
Democratic problem. It’s a
politics problem.

That brings me back to
the question I started with.

I wonder if our political
system isn’t suffering from
some of the same problems.
We've become so focused on
which party wins and who
holds power that the compe-
tition of ideas has taken a
back seat to the competition
for control. Instead of debat-
ing policy and holding our
own leaders accountable, we
spend our time arguing about
the other team.

I've spent years working in
Republican politics, includ-
ing as a staffer in the Texas
Senate. Back then, we had
serious debates about how to
fund schools, fix property
taxes, and meet the state’s
needs. We didn’t always
agree, but we debated ideas,
and I believed those ideas
mattered more than political
labels.

[ still do.

Maybe what our political
system needs is more of the
very thing that made me
believe in capitalism in the
first place: competition.
Elections should be a mar-
ketplace of ideas where we
debate policies, examine
records, and consider differ-
ent approaches to making
our lives a little better than
they are today.

Competition is essential
to making capitalism work.
Shouldn’t we expect it to
make our political system
work, too?

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and
publisher of the Hansford County
Reporter-Statesman  and ~ Sherman
County Gagzette. A former Capitol
staffer with decades of experience in
Texas politics and policy, she now
focuses on how state decisions shape
rural life through her newspapers,
including the Texas Rural Reporter.
Subscribe  at  www. TexasRural
Reporter.Substack.com.

Lieutenant Governor
Dan Patrick is Fighting to
Keep Rural Texas Strong

_{

Lt, Gov. Patrick led the effort to stop

hostile foreign interests from buying
Texas land, including agricultural land
and water rights.

w

He increased the homestead exemption
three times and he will eliminate school
property taxes for all homeowners.

*

Dan Patrick passed a $20 billion
investment in water infrastructure and
will protect water supplies for rural
communities, farms, and ranches.

Early Voting: Oct.19-30 * Election Day: Nov. 3

DanPatrick.org

Pd Pol Ad - Texans For Dan Patrick

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention Class

Living with arthritis can
make everyday movement
more difficult. Stiff joints,
pain, reduced flexibility, and
muscle weakness may make
people less active and be-
coming less active can lead
to even
greater
weakness
and an in-

creased risk
of falling.
Tai chi

offers a gen-
tle approach

SARAH LATHAM to staying ac-

Rains County . .
AgriLife Agent tive Whlle
addressing

several of the physical chal-
lenges associated with arthri-
tis and fall risk. With its
slow, controlled movements
and emphasis on balance,
posture, and body awareness,
tai chi can be adapted to
many different fitness and
mobility levels.

Tai chi is a traditional
Chinese mind-body exercise
combining slow, flowing
movements with  deep
breathing and focused atten-
tion. High-impact activities
place significant stress on the
joints while tai chi empha-
sizes smooth, controlled
movements performed
within a comfortable range
of motion.

For people with arthritis,
tai chi is a gentle approach
which can make exercise feel
more manageable while still

providing meaningful physi-
cal activity. Arthritis can
create a cycle of pain and
inactivity. When movement
hurts, it is natural to avoid it.
However, prolonged inactiv-
ity can contribute to stiff-
ness, muscle weakness, and
loss of mobility.

Additionally, for people
concerned about falls, tai chi
specifically incorporates
movements designed to
challenge, train, and im-
prove balance. Many tai chi
movements involve slowly
transferring weight from one
leg to another. This helps
participants practice control-
ling their center of gravity
and maintaining stability
while moving.

Pain or stiffness may alter
the way a person walks,
while muscle weakness and
reduced balance can make it
harder to recover from a
stumble.

Tai Chi for Arthritis
and Fall Prevention:

* Reduces stiffness —
The continuous move-
ments of tai chi gently
move multiple joints
through comfortable
ranges of motion. Regular
movement can help
reduce feelings of stiffness
and make everyday activi-
ties more comfortable.

* Improves strength —
Maintaining muscle
strength is particularly

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
BBB Warns Businesses About New Al Scams:
Shadow Al, Prompt Injection and Deepfakes

Artificial intelligence is
helping East Texas busi-
nesses write emails, answer
customers and save hours
every week. But the same
tools are giving scammers
new ways in. Better Business
Bureau East Texas is urging
business owners and their
employees to learn the new-
est Al-related threats and
take a few simple steps to
protect their companies.

In a recent Nationwide
survey, one in four small
business owners said they
had been targeted by an
Al-driven scam, including
email, voice or video imper-
sonations of senior employ-
ees. And the costs are
climbing. IBM’s 2026 Cost of
a Data Breach Study found
that one in four malicious
breaches is now Al-enabled,
costing companies an aver-
age of $6 million.

“Al isn’t going away, and
most of us are still figuring it
out as we go,” said Mechele
Agbayani Mills, President
and CEO of BBB Serving
Central East Texas. “The
good news is that a few
simple habits, like knowing
which tools your team is
using and slowing down
before you send money, can
stop a lot of these scams
before they start.”

BBB offers the
following tips:

Watch out for shadow
Al. Shadow AI happens
when employees use Al tools
the company hasn’t
approved, usually with the
best intentions. The risk
comes when  customer
records, financial details or

passwords get pasted into a
tool with unknown data
practices. In IBM’s 2025
study, one in five organiza-
tions reported a breach tied
to shadow Al Create a
simple Al policy which lists
approved tools and spells out
what should never be shared.
Then ask your team what
they're already using; you
may be surprised.

Guard against prompt
injection. Scammers can
hide instructions inside
emails, web pages or docu-
ments. When an Al assistant
reads that content, it may
follow the hidden instruc-
tions instead of yours, leak-
ing information or taking
actions you never approved.
The OWASP Foundation, a
nonprofit security organiza-
tion, ranks prompt injection
as the top security risk for Al
applications. Limit what your
Al tools can access, think
carefully before connecting
them to email, files or pay-
ment systems, and have a
person review anything that
moves money or data.

Be watchful for deep-
fakes. Al can now clone a
voice from a short audio clip
and create convincing video.
In 2024, an employee at
global engineering firm Arup
transferred about $25 million
after a video call with what
appeared to be the com-
pany’s chief financial officer
and other colleagues. Every
one of them was a deepfake.
Agree on a code word with
your team for urgent
requests, and treat pressure,
secrecy and unusual pay-
ment requests as red flags, no
matter who seems to be

important for people with
arthritis and those con-
cerned with falls. Tai chi
helps strengthen leg and
core muscles through
repeated weight shifting,
controlled positions, and
slow movements.

* Improves flexibility —
Tai chi encourages partic-
ipants to move regularly
and deliberately, improv-
ing flexibility and mobil-
ity. Improved mobility can
make tasks such as stand-
ing from a chair, walking,

turning, and climbing
stairs easier.
Rains County Texas

A&M Agrilife Extension is
offering a Tai Chi for Arthri-
tis and Fall Prevention class
to Rains County residents.
The 1-hour class will be held
every Wednesday at 10:00
a.m. in November and
December at the Rains
County Fairgrounds Pavilion
(we will move inside when
the weather turns too cold).
If you are interested in
joining us, please call (903)
473-4580 or email sarah.
latham@ag.tamu.edu to
reserve your spot.

If you have questions or
concerns, please contact me,
(903) 473-4580 or email
sarah.latham@ag.tamu.edu.
To view upcoming Texas
A&M Agrilife Extension
events or additional informa-
tion follow Rains County
Agrilife on Facebook.

asking.
Download Al tools only
from trusted sources.

Cybercriminals are disguising
malware as popular Al apps.
Kaspersky detected more
than 33,000 attacks on small
and midsize business users
between January and April
2026 in which malicious
software posed as well-
known Al services. Down-
load apps only from official
websites or app stores, and
check with your IT provider
before installing anything
new.

Want to go deeper! BBB
recently hosted a cybersecu-
rity workshop with Justin
Huffaker, President of Acta
MSP, a Datamax company,
as part of its Lunch.Learn.
Lead. series. The recording is
available on the BBB East
Texas YouTube channel.

If you've been targeted by
a scam, report it to BBB
Scam Tracker and to the
FBI’s Internet Crime Com-
plaint Center at ic3.gov. For
more tips on how to be a
savvy business owner, go to
bbb.org. To report fraudulent
activity or unscrupulous
business practices, call BBB
at 903-581-5704.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit,
business-supported organization
that sets and upholds high standards
for fair and honest business
behavior. Most BBB services to
consumers are free of charge. BBB
provides objective advice, free BBB
Business Profiles on more than 5.3
million companies, 11,000 charity
reviews, dispute resolution services,
alerts and educational information
on topics affecting marketplace
trust.  Visit bbb.org for more
information. BBB Serving Central
East Texas was founded in 1985 and
serves 19 counties.

Shannon
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MINEOLA YELLOW JACKETS

Friday Night « 7:30 p.m. « Meredith Memorial Stadium
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Wildcat Zachary Drummond (3) gets his head across the Tiger ball carrier and wraps him up to secure the tackle durlng the 54-24 loss to Mount Vernon on October 9.

QUALITY AUTO BODY REPAIR
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COUNTY ROAD 2220 - EMORY

Love God. Love people. Make disciples.
The
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AUSTINBANK

TEXAS
FARM
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INSURANCE
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BAKER

REMODEL &
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
For the Son of Man came to seek and to
save the lost.
Luke 19:10
Pastor Haygood brought Sunday morn-
ing’s sermon. It was titled “A Small Man with

a Big Change.” Zaccheus was spiritually dead

and without hope, but Jesus sought and

saved him. Paul said no one seeks God, so

Jesus seeks us.

1. Zaccheus was a wealthy tax collector,
hated because he cheated people. But he
was curious about Jesus so he climbed a
tree to see Him.

2. Jesus saw Zaccheus, called him down, and
invited Himself to dinner. In the same
way, He walks into our lives and brings us
to a realization of sin and need of Him.
Surround yourself with the Word and the
people of God, and He will find you.

3. Zaccheus turned to Jesus, accepting Him
as Lord of his life. Whatever you are going
through doesn’t have to define you. God
can still bring salvation to you. Recognize
your sin and let Jesus change you. Come

down from your tree and meet the one

who came to seek and save the lost.

Member Directory Pictures — If you have
not had your photo taken or wish to update
the current photo, meet Duffey in the
Fellowship Hall next Sunday immediately
following morning worship.

Member Meeting — October 25, 6:00 pm
— come to hear about ministries and
opportunities of the church.

Reformation Fellowship — October 25,
immediately following the Member Meeting.
Contact Duffey or Stephanie Henderson for
more information.

Continuing Activities:

* Prospective Members Class, every Sunday
in October, 9:15 am
¢ Christmas Choir rehearsal, Sunday, 4:00

p.m.

* Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:30
a.m.

* Ignite, students ages 4 years to 5th grade,
Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 p.m..

e Adult Bible Study, Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.

Emory Baptist Church

By Ronnie Witt
When Jesus had received the sour wine,
he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.
John 19:30
As we close in on the grand opening of
the new facility, we will be busy moving
furniture and settling into the new facility.
We will host a Dedication Service on
Sunday morning during the worship service,
followed by lunch about 12:00 p.m., and an
Open House recognition ceremony about
1:00 p.m. We invite you to attend any of
these events on Sunday and celebrate with
us the new opportunities to share the Gospel
through continuing ministry to Emory and
Rains County.
On Sunday morning, Bro. Charles
Boswell shared a message from the book of

John titled, “It is Finished.” He recounted
the crucifixion of Jesus on the cross. The
service closed with the observance of the
Lord’s Supper. On Sunday night, Bro.
Charles shared a message titled, “Our
Highest Honor, Part 2.”

Fields of Faith, an annual community-
wide corporate worship service for students,
especially in grades 6-12, is Wednesday,
October 21, at 7:00 p.m. at Rains Wildcat
Stadium. Free hot dogs will be served at 6:30
pm. at the stadium. Backpack Buddies
meets on Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. to pack
food bags for school children. And the SAM
Lunch & Game Day is Thursday, October
22, in the fellowship hall. Then, on
Wednesday, October 28, Emory Baptist
hosts its annual Fall Festival from 5:30
p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Emory Methodist Church

By Mary White

Now then, why do you try to test God by
putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke
that neither we nor our fathers have been
able to bear?

Acts 15:10

The Rev. Banks continued his series “The
Promise to the World” message titled "When
Mission gets Messy" with scripture text taken
from Acts 15.

We all know what messy means for so
many times in our churches, our homes and
just the world we can end up with disagree-
ment and conflict and it makes us very
uncomfortable. We may not always agree,
but with prayer and insights for others we
can move forward and trust the Spirit to
guide us.

The Methodist Women's Spaghetti
Mission Luncheon turned out to be
wonderful. We saw old friends and made
new friends. The community really came out
and supported the church and this mission
project.

Our youth will have a bake sale at
Hooten's Hardware Saturday, October 17th,
starting at 7:00 a.m.

Birthday wishes to Ann Brown & Carolyn
Roland. Anniversary wishes to Rick & Mary
Eversult.

Pray for Kathy Kuba, Nan Owen, and the
Tom Kenchel family.

Have a great week and remember be kind.

Enjoy this cooler weather and the
wonderful rain we received.

Wilson-Orwosky

Funeral Home

Your family-owned, hometown full service provider

Your hometown funeral provider

Full service cremation provider
Pre & post funeral gathering room
Advanced up-to-date technology

903-473-3545

803 N. Texas St. - Emory, Texas

ADVERTISING
WORKS

903-473-2653

SAVVY SENIOR

Can my children get Social
Security benefits when | retire?

Dear Savvy Senior,

I'm getting ready to start my
Social ~ Security  retirement
benefits and
have two chil-
dren at home,
ages 17 and
15. T've heard
they may also
be eligible for
benefits  on
my  record
while I'm col-
lecting. Is that
true, and if so, how does it
work? How long would they
receive benefits, and is there
anything I need to do to apply
for them?

JIM MILLER

Savvy Senior

— Retiring Parent

Dear Retiring,

Yes! If you're 62 or older
and raising kids, Social
Security can put a little extra
cash in your family’s pocket.

Here’s how it works.
When you claim vyour
retirement benefits, each of
your children may get up to
50 percent of your primary
insurance amount (PIA),
which is your benefit at full
retirement age. Even if you
take a reduced benefit by
claiming early, your chil-
dren’s payments are still
based on your full retirement
amount, which is 67 if you
were born in 1960 or later.

You can apply for your
children’s benefits at the
same time you file your own
Social Security retirement
claim, or separately after-
ward if needed, but doing it
together is usually the sim-
plest approach.

To qualify, children must

be unmarried and under 18.
If they are 18 or 19 and still
in high school, they can
receive benefits until they
graduate or reach age 19
years and two months,
whichever comes first.

If they work, the usual
earnings test may apply. In

2026,  Social  Security
reduces benefits by $1 for
every $2 earned above

$22,320. Special rules apply
to children with disabilities.

Since your youngest is 15,
your spouse can also receive
benefits on your record —
even if she is under full
retirement age. This is a
“child-in-care” spousal bene-
fit that is available when a
spouse is caring for a child
under 16.

That benefit can be up to
50 percent of your PIA and
ends when your youngest
child turns 16. It can be
especially helpful in house-
holds where one parent has
stepped back from work or is
focused on caregiving.

There is also a limit on
how much Social Security
can pay a family, called the
family maximum, usually
between 150 and 180 per-
cent of your PIA. If total
benefits exceed that amount,
payments to family members
(except yours) are reduced
proportionally.

For example, if your full
retirement benefit is $3,000
per month, the family maxi-
mum might be around
$5,289. That leaves $2,289
to divide among your chil-
dren — about $1,144.50 each.

If your spouse also quali-

fies, her benefit would fur-
ther reduce the amount
available to be shared,
though the total family pay-
ment remains capped.

Children can also receive
benefits if a parent becomes
disabled — usually up to 50
percent of the parent’s dis-
ability benefit — or if a parent
dies, in which case they may
receive up to 75 percent of
the deceased parent’s basic
benefit.

These benefits won’t
cover everything, but even
modest support can make a
meaningful difference for a
family.

Keeping benefits on
track

Social Security automati-
cally stops children’s benefits
when they age out or gradu-
ate. Knowing when pay-
ments start and stop can
help you plan your budget
and make the most of this
support.

If your children’s circum-
stances change — such as
graduating early, getting
married, or starting full-time
work — be sure to notify
Social Security so payments
stay accurate.

For more details, see SSA
Publication No. 05-10085,
“Benefits for Children” at
ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10085.
bdf.

Send your senior questions to:
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443,
Norman, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org.  Jim Miller is a
contributor to the NBC Today show

and author of “The Savvy Senior”
book.

CHRISTUS Health launches endocrinology
services, opens new clinic in Sulphur Springs

CHRISTUS Health is
expanding access to specialty
care in Sulphur Springs with
the opening of the commu-
nity's first dedicated
endocrinology clinic,
expanding local access to
diagnosis and treatment for
diabetes, thyroid disorders
and other hormone-related
conditions.

The new clinic, located at
103 Medical Circle, building
5A, was celebrated Monday,
Oct. 12, with a blessing and
ribbon-cutting  ceremony
and will begin seeing patients
as soon as Tuesday, Oct. 13.

“Adding endocrinology
services gives patients in
Sulphur Springs and the
surrounding communities
greater access to specialized

care closer to home,” said
Kathey Brown, director of
clinic operations. “We are
excited to welcome Dr.
Akter and provide our
patients with another impor-
tant specialty service right
here in their community.”
The program is led by Dr.
Shamima Akter, a specialist
in endocrinology, diabetes
and metabolism who brings
extensive training and expe-
rience in internal medicine
and caring for patients with
hormone-related disorders
Endocrinology focuses on
diagnosing and treating con-
ditions involving the body’s
hormones and endocrine
system. This includes dia-
betes, thyroid disorders,
osteoporosis and other con-

ditions that can affect
metabolism, growth and
overall body function.

“This clinic is more than
just a building or a facility; it
is where healing begins,”
Akter said. “My goal is to
work alongside each patient
to understand their individ-
ual needs and develop a plan
that helps them manage
their condition and live a
healthier life.”

The new clinic reflects
CHRISTUS Health’s com-
mitment to expanding access
to personalized, high-quality
specialty care throughout
Northeast Texas.

For more information on
endocrinology in Sulphur
Springs, call (903) 885-1785
or visit christushealth.org.

"Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he
may heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.
After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us
up, that we may live before him.
Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out is
sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the
spring rains that water the earth.”

wilsonorwosky @familyfh.com * wilsonorwoskyfuneralhome.com Hosea 6:1-3
MIRACLE FAITH Pilgrims Rest _
@m BAPTIST CHURCH Baptist Church Point
METHODISTCHURCH (Independent) 1140 FM 2964, Emory Church_of
We All Matter To God 820 SH 276 « Emory Christ
_ Sunday School 9:00 a.m. Sunday School......9:45 a.m. Bible Classes 9:00 am.
Dr. David Banks Worship Service ~ 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship..11:00 a.m. Worship Service ~ 10:00 am.
456 Texas St i : Evening Worshi 6:00 p.m
One Block from the Square Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m. Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m. Wed E?/e ServiEe 7100 p'm.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Wed. Night Service ~ 6:30 p.m. - EVE. LU p.m.

Directory

Worship Time 10:30 a.m.
903-473-2411 « EmoryMC.org

Pastor: Robert Burns 11
Church: 903-473-3238

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Everyone welcome!

Richard Kellam
www.pointchurchofchrist.org

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

Calvary DW St. John the Evangelist
BaptISt Church Bapziss Ch / Catholic Church
INDEPENDENT Rev. Michael Ledesma
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST 2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514 551 East FM 2795 il
Sundav School . 10:00 9034735116 = IS
11:00 a.m. Worship Mun 8y SEN0Y' .. ) am. f«ffﬂﬁﬁ
. . orning Worship ... 11:00 a.m. o
6:00 p.m. Worship Evening Worship .... 6:00 p.m Visit stiohnemory.org for
Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett g Worship...... R Mass times.
Hwys 515 & 779 Pastor Joe Pierce From Brookshires, go east

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

1.2 miles. Turn right onto
FM 2795

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night ~ 7:00 p.m.

nursery available

HWY. 275, 3 miles south
of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 « 903-459-3219

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. « P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2658

Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ~ 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
emorychurchofchrist.org

- FIRST
* BAPTIST
CHURCH

e POINE, T X

9:45am. ........ Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220

www.fbcpoint.com

|
AN
MORY

@BAPTIST IEEETTIYSD

Sunday,

Sunday Morning

PHEE
10:30am
6:30 pm

Small Groups
Morning Worship
Evening Worship

(D 7@&%//4/@
Corner Of North & Planters
Downtown Emory

903-473-3357
EmoryBaptist.org

Dz, Hedles Interim Pastor
Chris) Minister of Music & Senior Adults
Bommie WA Minister of Youth & Education

Wednesday,

‘Wednesday Worship
(Adults, Youth, Children)

Believers' &&=

/ !
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School ......... 9:15a.m.  Adult Bible Study ..... 6:00 p.m.
MorningWorship .... 10:30 a.m.  Student Ministry ...... 6:00 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen - Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister
www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

6:30pm

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Q 2130 W US Hwy 69

& thechapelcc.com

€ 903-500-7273

ﬁ /clarkschapelcogemorytx

Love God. Love people. Make disciples.

..

Scan to

CHAPEL *

Following Jesus! #lovefrst
COME AND SEE

Sundays 10:45am
Wednesdays 7pm

- Fellowship meal 6pm
Saturday Night Prayer 6pm
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Early Voting Begins for November General Election Monday, October 19

Early voting for the Nov.
3 general election begins
Monday, Oct. 19, and ends
on Friday, Oct. 30. A conve-
nient place
to find out
where to
vote and
what is on
the ballot
where you
live is the
Texas Sec-
retary  of
State’s
website: votetexas.gov. You
can also verify that you are
registered to vote on that
site.

The top two statewide
races garnering attention are
the U.S. Senate race, pitting
the Republican nominee,
Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton, against the Democratic
nominee, state Rep. James
Talarico. Most polls show
Talarico in the lead, accord-
ing to The Texas Tribune. A
Democrat hasn’t won a
statewide race since 1994,
when several Democrats
won. However, that year,
Republican nominee George

GARY BORDERS

Texas Press Association

W. Bush beat incumbent
Democrat Ann Richards in
the governor’s race, begin-
ning a long drought for that

party.
Gov. Greg Abbott, a
Republican  seeking his

fourth term, faces a strong
challenge from state Rep.
Gina Hinojosa, D-Austin.
That race remains tight, with
the Real Clear Politics
polling average showing
Abbott with a slight lead,
well within the margin of
error.

There are several other
statewide races on the ballot,
as well as contested races for
the U.S. House, Texas
House and Senate, munici-
pal posts and referendums,
again depending on where
one votes.

Abbott ramps up
attacks on Hinojosa

Abbott’s bid to become
the longest-serving Texas
governor in history is run-
ning into an unexpectedly
tight race for a candidate
who has won his last three

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Ex-Lawman Given Death Sentence

by Bartee Haile
An East Texas jury found
a former Sunday school
teacher and Prohibition

agent guilty of murder on
Oct. 19, 1923.

respected
and much
admired in
his  home-
town of
Mount
Pleasant.
When  he
was not enforcing the
unpopular Prohibition laws,
he taught Sunday school at a
local church. He was the last
person the good people of
Titus County would have
ever suspected of leading a
secret life of crime.

But there was just too
much money in bootlegging
for Gray to stick to the
straight and narrow. In time
not even the illicit income
from peddling forbidden spir-
its was enough, and he
decided to branch out into

BARTEE HAILE

Historical Columnist

burglary.
Instead of a business or
residential  break-in, he

chose a small-town bank for
an after-hours withdrawal.
His target was the one bank
in Rosewood, a tiny commu-
nity eight miles from Gilmer
in Upshur County that
would be the closest thing to
a ghost town within half a
century.

The way the lawman saw
it, a nighttime bank burglary
was not a one-man job. So he
recruited some  young
helpers: a doctor’s son
named Otis Ballard and
three black youths in their
teens. The caper came off
without a hitch, and the
gang got way with an undis-
closed amount of cash with-
out being seen.

But the amateur accom-
plices must have bragged to
their friends about their
daring exploit because Bal-
lard and at least two of the
young black men were soon
apprehended and subjected
to an intense interrogation.
The teens knew enough to
keep their mouths shut, but
the doctor’s boy quickly

Fellowship Hall Building and
Family Life Center

confessed, identified Clem
Gray as the ringleader and
agreed to testify against him.

Nine days before the
disgraced lawman’s trial in
September 1923, Otis Bal-
lard foolishly agreed to a
clandestine meeting at a
Mount Pleasant school.
While two of the black
youths stayed behind, Gray
and Ballard walked into the
woods.

Only Gray returned. He
had beaten Ballard to death
with a heavy piece of pipe,
wrapped a second piece
around his neck with barbed
wire and dumped his dead
body in a creek.

Four days later, Burl
Kemp, one of the black
teenagers, led sheriff
deputies to bloated remains
of Otis Ballard. His grief
stricken father later said he
was only able to make the
required identification by the
color of his son’s hair.

Even without Ballard’s
testimony, the prosecutor
had no trouble winning a
conviction and a ten-year
prison term at Gray's bur-
glary trial. Within the week,
Clem Gray was back in the
Titus County jail charged
with the killing of Otis Gray.
Fearing a lynching attempt
from “a vengeful mob,” the
sheriff shuttled the prisoner
back and forth between jails
in New Boston, Paris and
Tyler until he was finally
brought to trial the next
October.

During the initial transfer,
according to an article in the
East Texas Journal, Gray
“wildly demanded that the
sheriff fight him like a man
then begged to be killed.”
Later on that same ride he
tried to strangle the driver
before the other deputies in
the car succeeded in
restraining him.

Due to his violent and
unpredictable behavior,
security at Gray’s murder
trial was extremely strict.
The volatile defendant was
brought into court in chains
by three Texas Rangers, five
deputies, several constables,
the city marshal and every
available officer from miles
around. The incriminating

races for governor by double
digits. He told supporters
that “polls don’t win elec-
tions, and polls are often
wrong.”

His campaign recently
announced a $12 million ad
buy targeting Hinojosa,
according to the Texas
Standard. One ad claims
that, as a state representa-
tive, Hinojosa voted more
than 40 times for higher
property taxes in the state, a
claim she vigorously dis-
putes.

“] have never, not once,
voted to increase property
taxes, and anyone who says
otherwise is lying,” Hinojosa
said.

Abbott maintains that
he will prevail.

“What I'm confident
about is exactly where my
campaign stands and the
outcome — that I'm going to
win this race,” Abbott said.

Meanwhile, Abbott out-
raised Hinojosa in the last
reporting cycle, $20 million
to $13 million. She raised

testimony from Burl Kemp
was enough to convince
jurors that the rogue cop was
guilty as charged and
deserved the death penalty.

Gray spent the better part
of a year in the Dallas
County lockup waiting for
the state appeals court to
decide his fate. He was the
“guest” of the Dallas sheriff,
who afforded him unprece-
dented special treatment
that even included having
the run of the six-story jail.
To quote the East Texas
Journal, “He rose on the tide
of celebrity riding a media-
fueled barrage of sensational
news accounts” that criti-
cized his “conviction by a
prejudiced jury at a mob trial
on the testimony of a
Negro.”

The Dallas sheriff pulled
out all the stops in his
unstinting support of Gray.
He even traveled to Austin
to plead in person with Gov.
Miriam Ferguson for a
commutation of his death
sentence. Although soft-
hearted “Ma” was famous for
passing out pardons to Tex-
ans doing time for violations
of the state Prohibition laws,
she had no sympathy for a
lawman turned merciless
murderer.

Gray’s appeal was ulti-
mately denied and his execu-
tion scheduled for August 7,
1925. As the fateful hour
approached, Death Row
guards discovered the con-
demned killer had tried to
cut his throat with a straight
razor smuggled into the
holding cell down the hall
from the death chamber.

With blood streaming
from his self-inflicted wound,
Clem Gray was dragged
kicking and screaming to the
electric chair but only after a
couple of blows from the
warden’s bat. Five minutes
after midnight, he became
the nineteenth Texan to die
by electrocution in the Lone
Star State.

Contact Haile at
bartechaile@gmail.com or by mail at
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.

Bartee
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Dedication Service 10:30am

Lunch 12pm

Open House 1pm

Corner of North & Planters Streets on the Square

her money from about
136,000 donors, more than
10 times the number who
contributed to Abbott’s cam-
paign, which had more large
donations, according to The
Dallas Morning News.

Abbott  has  burned
through far more campaign
cash, spending nearly $70
million since July 1, com-
pared with Hinojosa’s $12
million. Abbott still has a
comfortable bank balance of
$17 million, compared with
$4 million for Hinojosa.

Few debates set so far in
statewide races

No debates have been
scheduled to date in the
governor’s race, although
Hinojosa has repeatedly
called for a debate against
Abbott. The same is true of
the U.S. Senate race, where
Paxton’s campaign has
promised to debate Talarico
but has not agreed to any
proposed dates, The Tribune
reported.

The only debate among
statewide candidates appar-
ently scheduled so far is
between Democrat Jon
Rosenthal and Republican
Bo French for a seat on the
Texas Railroad Commission.
Rosenthal announced that
he and French have agreed
to a debate on Oct. 22, but
French has not publicly
confirmed.

State Rep. Vikki Good-
win, D-Austin, and state
Sen. Nathan Johnson, D-
Dallas, the Democratic
nominees for lieutenant
governor and attorney gen-
eral, have also urged their
GOP opponents to debate.
Spokespeople for Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick and state Sen.

Mayes  Middleton, R-
Galveston, did not respond
to requests for comment.

In the past three guberna-
torial elections, Abbott
debated his Democratic
opponent each time.

Judge halts Big Bend

area border wall

A U.S. district judge in El
Paso has halted all construc-
tion on the border wall
project in the Big Bend
border area, the Standard
reported. A coalition of
opponents is suing the
Department of Homeland
Security and U.S. Customs
and Border Protection over
plans to build a border wall
through the rugged area,
which includes Big Bend
National Park.

The pause in construction
is in effect until the case goes
to trial.

“The Court finds that
Plaintiffs are likely to suc-
ceed on the merits of at least
one of the claims in suit, that
there is a likelihood that they
will suffer serious, irreparable
harm without an injunction,
and that the balance of the
equities and the public inter-
est weigh in their favor,” the
order, from U.S. District
Judge Kathleen Cardone,
states.

Opponents claim that,
besides the environmental
damage caused by building a
wall and roads in the area,
the Big Bend Sector has the
least traffic across the border
because of its extremely
rugged terrain.

A CBP spokesperson said
the agency is working with
the Department of Justice on
next steps.

“We stand by our assess-
ment and remain confident
in our legal authorities to
secure the border while
preserving the unique land-
scape of the Big Bend
region,” the spokesperson
said.

Texas accounts

for most of library
book bans

Texas banned more
school library books during
the 2025-2026 school year
than any other state,
accounting for 8,000 — or
two-thirds — of the 12,000
book bans documented by
Pen America, a literature
and free-speech advocacy
group, the Austin American-
Statesman reported. Florida
ranked second with just
more than 3,200 banned
books.

PEN America, a non-
profit, attributed the high
number of book bans in the
state to legislation that
expands the role of parents
and school boards in over-
seeing what books students
can access in public school
libraries.

Leading the list of most
frequently banned books
included “Sold” by Patricia
McCormick, “Speak” by
Laurie Halse Anderson,
“Crank” and “Identical” by
Ellen Hopkins, “The Hand-
maid’s Tale” by Margaret
Atwood, and “Looking for
Alaska” by John Green.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community
newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and
Cedar Park. Email: gbor-
ders(@texaspress.com.

Officials.

para votar).

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION
(AVISO DE ELECCION GENERAL)

To the registered voters of the County of Rains, Texas:
(A los votantes registrados del Condado de Rains, Texas)

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m., November 3, 2026, for voting in a general election to elect The Governor,
Members of Congress, Members of the Legislature, State, District and County and Precinct

(Por la presente se informa que los centros de votacion que se enumeran a continuacion
estaran abiertos de 7:00 a. m. a 7:00 p. m. el 2 de mayo de 2026, para la votacién en una
eleccién general para elegir al Gobernador, miembros del Congreso, miembros de la
Legislatura, y funcionarios estatales, de dlstr/to de condado y de la seccidn electoral.)

On Election Day, voters must vote in their precinct where registered to vote.
(El Dia de Eleccion, los votantes deberan votar en su precinto donde estan inscritos

Location of Election Day Polling Places

Name of Building and Address

(Ubiacacidn de las casillas electorales el Dia de Eleccién)

(Nombre del Edificio y Direccion)

Bright Star Baptist Church

Rose Community Center

Emory Fire Department

nombradas abajo.)

220 W. Quitman St. Suite B.
Emory, Texas 75440

220 W. Quitman St., Suite E
Emory, Texas 75440

October 23, 2026.

Rains County Courthouse Annex, Elections Office

Rocky Point Community Center
2134 S.St. Hwy. 19, Emory, Texas 75440

East Tawakoni Community Center
288 Briggs Blvd., E. Tawakoni, Texas 75472

1399 Rs Co Rd 3480, Alba, Texas 75410

109 Ravine, Emory, Texas 75440

Della Blanton Memorial Hall
200 Rs Co Rd 4370, Emory, Texas 75440

1205 W. Lennon, Emory, Texas 75440

First Baptist Church of Point
985 Industrial Blvd., Point, Texas 75472

First Baptist Church of Point
985 Industrial Blvd., Point, Texas 75472

For Early voting, a voter may vote at any of the locations listed below:
(Para Votacion Adelantada, los votantes podran votar en cualquiera de las ubicaciones

Locations for Early Voting Polling Places
(Ubiacacion de las casillas electorales de votacion adelantada)

Name of Building and Address
(Nombre del Edificio y Direccion)

Mon., Oct. 26, 2026-Fri., Oct. 30, 2026

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:
(Las solicitudes para boletas de votacién adelantada por correo deberan enviarse a:)

Lisa Kneifl, Rains County Elections Administrator

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on:

(Las solicitudes para boletas de votacion adelantada por correo deberan recibirse para el fin
de las horas de negocio el: 23 de octubre, 2026)

Issued this the 14th day of September, 2026.
(Emitida este dia 14th de septiembre, 2026.)

Mon., Oct. 19, 2026-Fri., Oct. 23,2026

Yh—

Precinct Number(s)

(Nimero de precinto)

101
102
203
204
305
306
407

408

Day and Hours of Operation
(Dias y Horas Habiles)

8:00AM - 5:00 PM

Sat., Oct. 24,2026
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Sat., Oct. 24,2026
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Brent Hilliard, Rains County Judge
Brent Hilliard, Rains Juez del Condado
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50 years ago this week

Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives

Thursday, October 14, 1976

$53,689,487
Valuation for Rains
School Taxes

The Rains School tax
valuation for Rains School
District totaled $53,689,487
for the 1976 taxes. The tax
statements have been mailed
and tax collector Mrs. Linda
Porter said 98 percent to 90
percent is expected to be
collected.

Commissioners Court

The Rains County Com-
missioners met in regular
session Monday at 10 a.m.
One of the first things on the
agenda was to approve the
voting boxes for the general
election Nov. 2nd. There are
several boxes combined in
this general election.

The court approved the
one day a week work for the
Justice of Peace secretary to
be for the highway patrol.
This will be on Mondays.

Supt. Ernest Holman
appeared and presented the
bill due Reed Construction
Co. for the amount of
$67,888 from the Permanent
School Fund. This was
approved. Holman said he

was pushing them to try to
have the building ready in
Nov. The tile work has been
done and it is ready for the
brick sides.

The Commissioners
recessed until 2 p.m. to meet
with B. L. Nelson Engineers
and assistant who presented
the plans that have been
made on the courthouse
changes to be paid for by the
new Public Works Act.
There are many changes and
some of them depend on the
sheriff moving the tax office
to the new jail building. A
motion was made by J. T.
Kirkpatrick to build a new
jail away from the square.
This was voted on and
passed, E. L. Daugherty
abstained. The engineers
showed their plans and the
courthouse remodeling is a
giant project including an
elevator to the courtroom,
new heating and air condi-
tioning and lighting system.
Motion was made and passed
for the resolution for the
engineers to begin the plans
for the grant money for this
and the new jail. Judge
Johnston said he would
contact the owner of land as

close to the square as possi-
ble for the new jail to be
located on and would
present the plan for this
when the court reconvenes
on Friday, Oct. 15th, at 10

a.m.

City of Emory

Municipal Court,
Taxes Collected

The City of Emory has
collected $8,022.59 in Ad
Valorem taxes since the tax
statements were mailed out
in June; and $474.50 has
been collected in fine pay-
ments for Municipal Court
since the first of September,

1976.

Proclamation for
Clean-Up Tuesday,
19th, at Noon

Please be present at the
courthouse Tuesday, Oct.
19, to back the Rains Flower
& Garden Club in kicking off
the clean-up campaign. It is
their desire to make Emory
completely free of weeds and
litter.

The proclamation will be
given at 12 noon by Mayor
Porter, preceded by music

from the Rains High School
Band.

Your presence and coop-
eration will be greatly appre-
ciated by those who are
working to make this cam-
paign successful.

— RUBYE MCKEOWN,
President of Rains Flower &
Garden Club

Rains Singing
Convention at
Daugherty

The Rains County Singing
Convention will meet at
Daugherty Saturday night,
Oct. 16th, and all day
Sunday, Oct. 17th.

We are expecting lots of
out-of-county singers to
attend and asking the people
of the county to bring a
basket of lunch to help feed
them at the noon hour.

— Edward Toles, president

Grady Panter, vice-
president

Fannie Mae Garrett, sec-
retary

Junior High
Homecoming Queen
Nominees

HOMECOMING NOMI-
NEES for Rains Junior High
Homecoming Queen are left
to right: Kristy Knight, Pattie
Strebeck, Tammy Rives,
Jean Ann Lair, Kimberly
Kerr and Paula Pogue.

Kristy Knight, daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. B. R. Knight, is
a member of the Beta Club
& Jr. High Cheerleaders, will
be escorted by Jackie Hud-
dleston, son of Mr. & Mrs.
Jackie Huddleston.

Pattie Strebeck, daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. William
Strebeck, is a member of the
Beta Club and an officer in
the Pep Club, will be
escorted by Paul Hutchins,
son of Mr. & Mrs. Johnny
Hutchins.

Tammy Rives, daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. 1. W. Rives Jr., is
a secretary in the Beta Club
& President of 8th grade
class, will be escorted by
Scott Young, son of Mr. &
Mrs. James Young.

Jean Ann Lair, daughter

of Mr. & Mrs. Idus Lair, is a
member of Beta Club, Stu-
dent Council and Cheer-
leaders, will be escorted by
Rob Potts, son of Mr. & Mrs.
Henry Potts.

Kimberly Kerr, daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Kerr, is a
member of Student Council,
Beta Club & is Head Cheer-
leader, will be escorted by
Brent Knight, son of Mr. &
Mrs. Bobby R. Knight.

Paula Pogue, daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Preston Latham,
is a member of the Beta Club
and secretary of the sixth
grade class, will be escorted
by Mark Horrocks, son of
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Horrocks.

The student body will
elect the queen by secret
ballot and the results will be
announced at the 7th & 8th
grade football games Thurs-
day, Oct. 14, during halftime
ceremonies. The queen will
be presented with a bouquet
by A. C. McMillan, princi-
pal. A reception will be held
in the cafetorium following
the 8th grade game.

Beautification
Project ’76

Through this paper some
of the nicest things are said.

The Rains Flower &
Garden Club would like to
give “Blue Ribbons” to two
very civic-minded families.

Jay Young & family have
purchased acreage north and
south of Emory within the
city limits and have
improved both tracts. The
acreage north of town is
across from the Drumstick
and Butler’s Gro. & Sta. and
the tract south of town is
known as the old sawmill
ground. The improvements
are beautiful and very out-
standing.

Bruce & Melba Bullard
have purchased the old
Hebisen place north of town
and this too is within the city
limits. They have developed
this acreage until you cannot
believe how attractive until
you drive by.

These projects just prove
what can be done by people
who care about our county.

These improvements go
hand in hand with our
beautification project and
our clean-up drive that
begins next week.

And for the people who
live out of town and call
Rains County home, next
time you “come home”
please drive by these places
and see if you will not agree
that these two families wear
“blue ribbons” very well.

Get That Trash Ready
for Truck on Square
Oct. 22nd

The Rains Flower &
Garden Club Clean-Up
Project is scheduled for
Monday, Oct. 18, through
Friday, Oct. 22nd. Trucks
will be placed on the public
square on Oct. 22nd and you
may bring litter collected to
the square on this date and
place in city trucks to be
carried to the county dump
by the city. The owner of
each business and each
family will be responsible for
removing weed growth and
litter from their business lots
and residential lots and
right-of-way in front of busi-
ness lots and residential lots.
Thank you for your coopera-
tion in this clean-up project
for it is only through your
cooperation that this project
can be accomplished.

— Rains Flower & Garden
Club Anti-Litter Commit-
tee: Edith Varnon, Vonnie
Bryant and Tabby Ashmore

sksksk

Return your shopping
cart, tip your server, hold the
door, pick up the piece of
trash that is blowing away,
teach your children that
small acts can have a ripple
effect.

Our choices, our actions,
our future.
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The Rains County Leader
tries to include a little bit of
everything in each issue. For
those who enjoy finding
errors, we included some of

those as well.
Jaxie Morgan

Service Commission.

PUBLIC NOTICE

pursuing, including its size and projected in-service date.

Figure 1 — Brantley Branch BESS Overview

On September 8, 2026, Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO) fled an application with the Public Utility Commission of
Texas (Commission) requesting Certifcate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN) authorization to purchase a 200 MW Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) located in Rusk County, Texas (the Project). The docket number and style of the case are Docket No. 60204, Application of
Southwestern Electric Power Company to Amend its Certifcate of Convenience and Necessity to Purchase a 200 MW Battery Energy Storage
System Located in Rusk County, Texas. SWEPCO has more than 190,000 Texas retail customers, all of whom are affected by this Application.

SWEPCO is fling separate applications for authorization of the Project with the Arkansas Public Service Commission and the Louisiana Public

The Project is a 200 MW, six-hour BESS. The Project executed a Generator Interconnection Agreement (GIA) with the Southwest
Power Pool (SPP) in December 2025 and will interconnect with the Company’s existing Tenaska Switching Station located in East Texas. The
power used to charge the BESS is generated by power plants operating in SPP that are injecting electricity into the grid when the BESS charges,
typically at times of lower demand and lower prices in the SPP Integrated Marketplace (IM). When the BESS discharges, or puts power back
onto the grid, it is delivered to customers using power at that time, typically during higher load conditions. The Project will be located in an

unincorporated area of Rusk County, Texas, and no zoning or local permitting is expected. Figure 1 below summarizes the Project SWEPCO is

Brantley Branch BESS Overview

Size (Nameplate Megawatt (MW)) 200
MWh 1,200
Planned COD December 2028
State Texas
County Rusk
Location (RTO) SPP

intervention to the Commission that is received by that date.

The total capital expenditure for the Project is expected to be approximately $574 million.

SWEPCO has a capacity need driven largely by the increased SPP PRM requirements, expiring contracts, and load growth. SWEPCO
received an unsolicited offer from Jupiter Power for a BESS that is anticipated to reach commercial operation by December 2028. The
Company’s analysis demonstrates that the Project is a cost-effective means of meeting a portion of the generation capacity need.

Persons with questions about this Application should contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, Shreveport, Louisiana 71101 or call toll-
free at (888) 216-3523 during normal business hours. Persons who wish to intervene in the proceeding or comment upon the action sought
should contact the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326, or call the Commission at (512) 936-7120
or (888) 782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired individuals with text telephones (TTY) may contact the Commission at (512) 936-7136. All
communications should refer to Docket No. 60204, and any request to intervene in that docket should include an email address and fax number

(if available) as contact information. The deadline for intervention in the proceeding is November 6, 2026 and you must send a letter requesting

A copy of SWEPCQO’s Application may be viewed on the Commission’s webpage at https://www.puc.texas.gov. The Commission

maintains an electronic copy of all flings on the “Filings” section of its webpage. The control number for this proceeding is 60204.
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=52 CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
5:00 P.M. TUESDAY

Good Samaritan's
Thrift/Clothes store will
be open Saturdays in
October from 8 am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open Mon.-Wed., 8
am -12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
— 12 pm on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our

wide

selection of RV Parts
and Accessories. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

MCKENZIE LAKE
WORKS. Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001. Steel/metal
bldgs. & home remod-
eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

HOOTEN'’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates.
903-521-8506, free

estimates.

HOOTEN’S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree trimming &
removal, retaining
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094.
903-473-8706, 903-

474-4402.

LEGACY TREE SER-

Construction. General
Labor. Some construc-
tion knowledge help-
ful. Starting pay $12-
$15/hr with potential
for growth. Mon-Fri
7am-5pm. Overtime
pay available. Paid
holidays. Weekly pay.
No drugs. Send
resume to ron-
hanks67@yahoo.com
or call 903-268-
7089.

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS
ISD. Visit  www.
rainsisd.org and click

PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY

CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
offce, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
question.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM

City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
offce located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is
available to the property in
question.

6684 FM 1567W
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

DODSON AND SONS
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more.

on Apply Now to view
current openings and
submit an online

VICE. WWW.
TheWilsonLegacy.com
903-455-1587.

gﬂ?ng,iz 8;;@;5' CF;)J Insured, credit cards, application. Healfth
Scott Trieb 903-474- appointments. —~We Insurance avajable for
2129 specialize in_high risk ~€ligible ull-time
m : removals. Trimming, €mployees. — RAINS
G&G GRAVEL. All Removals, Stumps. IOSI; pI(S) ‘ ?nu nEi(Iltja)l |NVITAT|ON TO BIDDERS
E@;W sonr e R a‘s";haltg;av‘g:; HOOTEN’'S LAWN & Employer. Sealed bids will be received by Bright Star-Salem SUD for the construction

TREE SERVICE, LLC.
Tree

Lennon. Now offering able for spreading,
climate-controlled

of the

Rains ISD is seeking a

trimming/  cortified HVAC Tech-

free estimates. Miller

B g oans, 0 Grove. Bret Garrett romoval. Gredit cards. nician. _ Applicants CR3380 Plant No. 2 GST Rehabi!itation§ at the office of Velvin & Weeks
903-473-8706, 903- \\vac ' eertification. | Consulting Engineers, Inc who’s physical and mailing address is 930
rans 5‘?§FJI§ ava”ﬁtﬂii rflger E Corsicana St. until 2:00 pm on October 26, 2026 and then publicly

employees. Apply opened and read aloud.
i D 4 ?nggdc?:g or call Project will include, but not limited to the following:
& Parrs 14 PLus Avartoqaaz, et |+ Install new coating systems on the interior and exterior surfaces of
s L R mation. two existing 60K gallon ground storage tanks and miscellaneous repairs.

Bid Security, Performance and Payment Bonds shall be as set forth in
the INSTRUCTIONS FOR BIDDERS. Plans, Specifications, and Bidding
Documents may be obtained from the office of the Engineer:

Velvin & Weeks Consulting Engineers, Inc.

930 East Corsicana Street

Athens, Texas 75751

903-675-3903

Bright Star-Salem SUD reserves the right to reject any or all bids

and to waive any formalities. No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60
days after the actual bid opening date.
Bright Star-Salem SUD
(OWNER)

595 W. Lennon Dir.

DISCOUNTAUTOISURRLY
..M. Emory, Texas 75440

B™ 5 903-473-2950

903-473-3657

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emory
FIRM NO: 10194233

L.L. Spencer Real Estate

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

A
S
A
L

Don R. Spencer (owner/Broker)

903-473-2225
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Judy Moody - 214-536-3214 v )
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535 Don fv L.
LLSpencerRealEstate.com o p—p— R 8 1 4!]5;“;: &)

all your banking needs v U V% :
Y A N - SUDOKU without letting the
SOLUTION ’
iy L3S DIBI Tl know!
FOREIGN DOMESTIC| [[916[51214131718T1
1[218]5|9|7]3|6[4
TRANSMISS 1O N erasenioR! | BUY IT! || Inorder to save time and
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RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Wildcats kept fighting in loss Lady Cats forfeit district wins,
look to finish season strong

Wildcat Jabari Shields (11) brushes off the Tiger’s attempt to tackle him as he runs to the
end zone during the 54-24 district loss to Mount Vernon on Friday night, October 9.

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcat varsity
football team spotted Mount
Vernon 26 points before
going to the air to put up
nearly as many yards as the
Tigers in a 54-24 loss Friday,
Oct. 9, at Wildcat Stadium.

The Wildcats amassed
416 yards on the night,
including penalties, while
the Tigers had 420 yards.

Junior Major Wallace led
the team in rushing with 53
yards on seven carries and a
touchdown. Senior Jabari
Shields was held to 24 yards
in seven attempts but scored
on the ground.

Wallace threw the ball 35
times and completed 18 of
those passes for 370 yards
and two touchdowns.

Sophomore Cash Dale
hauled in four balls for 80
yards and a touchdown, and
Shields had three catches for
74 yards and a touchdown.

For the Rains defense,
sophomore Derek Toliver had
six tackles while junior Tris-
ton Hurley had five tackles.

The Wildcats started with
the ball, but the drive was a
disaster as a bad snap backed
them up and a penalty in the
end zone resulted in a safety.
Rains 0, Mount Vernon 2.

After the free kick, the
Tigers moved the ball 32
yards in five plays before a
29-yard touchdown run fin-
ished the drive. Rains O,

—
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Mount Vernon 10.

The Rains offense got a
21-yard pass play, but a bad
snap backed them up 12
yards. A seven-yard sack
kept them going the wrong
way, and a fourth-down pass
play that gained 28 yards was
still short of a first down.

Mount Vernon moved 23
yards on five runs before
going to the air for a 63-yard
touchdown pass. Rains O,
Mount Vernon 18.

As the second quarter
began, the Wildcats put
together a 10-play drive that
covered 68 yards, including a
fourth-and-one conversion,
but a bad snap on a fourth
down turned the ball over.

The Tigers had an 11-play
drive that was capped off by
a 10-yard touchdown pass.
Rains 0, Mount Vernon 26.

Rains started its drive
with a one-yard loss before
Wallace connected with
junior Kaiden Hargrove for a
68-yard pass. Shields ran it in
from eight yards out. Rains 6,
Mount Vernon 26.

Mount Vernon’s next
drive ended with a sack as
time ran out in the first half.

The Tigers started the
second half with a 13-yard
pass and a 50-yard touch-
down pass. Rains 6, Mount
Vernon 33.

Not to be outdone, Wal-
lace found Dale running
open down the sideline for a
60-yard touchdown pass on
the first play of the drive.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Rains 12, Mount Vernon 33.
Mount Vernon moved the

ball 32 yards in six plays
before scoring on a nine-yard
run to finish the drive. Rains
12, Mount Vernon 40.

The Wildcats committed
to the air attack with passes
of 37, five and nine yards.
Shields finished the drive
with a 28-yard touchdown
catch-and-run. Rains 18,
Mount Vernon 40.

After both teams went
three-and-out, the Tigers
gained 18 yards on three

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat
varsity volleyball team fell
from the top of District
14-3A on Tuesday, Oct. 13,
when school officials learned
that an ineligible player had
been playing for the varsity

plays and finished with a teqm during district
32-yard touchdown pass. matches.
Rains 18, Mount Vernon 47. “One of our players

Rains moved the ball 55
yards before fumbling, but
Mount Vernon gave it right
back on a fumble after
gaining 17 yards.

The Wildcats needed four
plays to score on a 10-yard
touchdown run by Wallace.
Rains 24, Mount Vernon 47.

The Tigers moved the ball
28 vyards before another
fumble gave the ball to
Rains. Unfortunately, Wal-

resides outside of our atten-
dance zone and has not been
enrolled for a full calendar
year,” Rains ISD Athletic
Director Bryan Oakes said.
“Sept. 30 became a full year
of enrollment.”

Oakes indicated the dis-
trict self-reported the viola-
tion and all matches the
player had participated in

were forfeited. With the
forfeits, the Lady Cats’
record in those six district
matches went to 0-6.

“It was an unintentional
mistake that has affected
many young ladies, this
school and this community,”
Oakes said.

On Tuesday, Oct. 6,
Rains took the court against
the Paris Chisum Lady Mus-
tangs and lost the match 3-1.
The set scores were 25-20,
25-10, 23-25 and 25-12.

The Lady Cats continued
their home stand when they
hosted Mount Vernon and
notched a straight-set win
over the Lady Tigers on
Friday, Oct. 9.

Harper Jones had 13 kills,
10 digs, nine assists and two
aces, while Annie Piechota

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Lexi Ramos (12) goes for the overhead slam through the Lady Tiger defenders
during the 3-0 win over Mount Vernon in Talkington Gym on Friday, October 9.

finished with nine kills and
three digs.

The Rains varsity volley-
ball team celebrated its
seniors on Tuesday, Oct. 13,
in their final home match
against Lone Oak. In a
rematch of the Lady Cats’
first district loss, Rains fell to
the Lady Buffaloes 3-1. The
set scores were 23-25, 25-17,
25-21 and 25-22.

The Lady Cats are 1-8 in
District 14-3A and 12-22 for
the season.

The Lady Cats will travel
to Quitman to take on the
Lady Bulldogs in district play
on Friday, Oct. 16.

The team will conclude
district play on the road at
Prairiland on Tuesday, Oct.
20, and at Commerce on
Friday, Oct. 23.

lace’s next pass was turned
into a 24-yard pick-six. Rains
24, Mount Vernon 54.

The Wildcats possessed
the ball two more times but
gained minimal yardage.

Rains falls to 1-2 in Dis-
trict 7-3A-1 and 2-5 overall.

The Wildcats will travel
to Mineola on Friday, Oct.
16, to take on the Yellow
Jackets with kickoff sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m.
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