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GENERALLY SPEAKING
The History
of Fire

Prevention
Week
This week, the Rains

County Leader is highlighting
our local firefighters to show
appreciation for the selfless
work they do to keep us all
safe. As such, I
thought it only
appropriate  to

highlight  the
history of Fire

Safety Month.
When our
JNNIFERHILL  children  were

Editor .
: little, and I was

a gung-ho volunteer mom, a
little research showed me that
the second week in October
was observed as Fire Safety
Week. When bringing this up
for discussion during a Parent
Teacher Association (PTA)
meeting, one of the teacher
members — who had also been
one of my fifth-grade teachers
— chuckled and, almost sarcas-
tically, informed me that it had
been the case since before I
was born.

In my recollection of that
time, October 10 came to
mind as the day observed for
fire safety, and the week in
which it falls is therefore Fire
Safety Week. While doing a
little research to verify, I real-
ized that was not the case, but
also stumbled across the inter-
esting history of the correct
date and why it was chosen:

On September 7, 1920,
Woodrow Wilson signed a
proclamation urging “Gover-
nors of the various States to
designate and set apart” Octo-
ber 9 as Fire Prevention Day.

For those of you who did not
already know, this traces back
to the Great Chicago Fire,
which started on October 8,
1871. The blaze lasted three
days and killed more than 250
people, left 100,000 homeless,
and destroyed over 17,400
structures across 2,000 acres.
The worst of the damage oc-
curred on the second day;
therefore, October 9 was cho-
sen as the date for observation.

In his proclamation, Wilson
urged governors to request the
citizens of their states “plan for
that day such instructive and
educational exercises as shall

see GENERALLY on page 2

Judicial Ink

Leader photo by TREY HILL

Emory Municipal Judge Abby Bounds helps a young visitor select a temporary tattoo at the Emory
Police table during Tuesday night's National Night Out event at Sandy Creek Park. The event was
sponsored by the Emory Police Department. Local law enforcement, firefighters, and other first
responders participated in the event, which provided games, goodies, and grub for the community.

RAINS COUNTY
JP suspended;
commissioners
schedule
special meeting

By TREY HILL

Rains County Leader staff

The Texas Commission on
Judicial Conduct has sus-
pended Rains County Justice
of the Peace Robert Jenkins
Franklin while a criminal case
against him is pending.

The commission acted un-
der a rule that allows it to sus-
pend a judge who has been in-
dicted on a felony charge or
charged with a misdemeanor
involving the judge’s official
position. A suspension under
that rule can be with or with-
out pay and lasts until the
criminal charge is resolved.
The judge may ask for a hear-
ing before the commission.

The commission’s order did
not specify the charge against
Franklin.

With Franklin off the
bench, the Rains County Com-

seeJPon page 2

RAINS COUNTY

Burn ban lifted after four inches of rain

From Staff Reports
Rains County Leader staff

Rains County took in
nearly four times as much rain
in the first four days of Octo-
ber as it did in all of Septem-
ber and with the rain, Rains
County officials cancelled the
burn ban for the county on
Tuesday, October 6.

Rains County Judge Brent
Hilliard posted the notice of
termination of the local disas-
ter declaration and outdoor-
burning restriction at 2:00
p.m. on Tuesday afternoon.

The declaration does re-
mind residents that “termina-
tion of the burn ban does not
eliminate the risk of wildfire
or relieve any person of re-
sponsibility for a fire they ig-
nite or maintain.”

It further reminds residents
to burn only when weather
conditions are suitable, keep
water immediately available,
maintain a cleared burn site,
never leave a fire unattended
and follow all local burn re-
quirements.

The burn ban was put into
effect on August 31 as the
county experienced the four-
teenth driest August on
record.

As for the rain totals in the
county, the rain gauge at Lake
Tawakoni measured 4.24
inches between Oct. 1 and
Oct. 6. September produced
1.12 inches for the entire
month, against a normal of
3.16.

The level of Lake
Tawakoni stopped falling as
the reservoir bottomed at 90.7
percent of conservation ca-
pacity on Sept. 28 and stood
at 91.7 percent on Oct. 5, a
gain of about 9,455 acre-feet.

In elevation terms the
change is smaller than the
rainfall suggests. The lake rose
from 435.23 feet to 435.50 —
roughly three inches of water
after four inches of rain. It sits
at about two feet below its
conservation pool of 437.5
feet, and lower than it was a
year ago, when it was 95.8
percent full on the same date.

Lake Fork moved less. It

was 81.8 percent full at last
reading, up six hundredths of
a foot across the first days of
the month, but remains 4.43
feet below its conservation
pool of 403 feet.

After a dry September,
most of what fell soaked in
rather than running off into
the creeks that feed the lakes.
Rain that would have pushed
a lake up a foot in a wet year
moves it a fraction of that
when the watershed is
parched.

Upstream totals ran higher
than at the lake. Greenville’s
Majors Field, in the Hunt
County headwaters that drain
into Tawakoni, recorded 3.16
inches Oct. 1 through Oct. 4.

As of the most recent fed-
eral update, dated Sept. 29, all
of Rains County was in
drought. About 94 percent of
the county was in severe
drought and the remaining 6
percent in extreme drought,
affecting all 10,914 residents
That reading predates the

see BURN BAN on page 2

RAINS COUNTY
Entities to hold
first meetings
of new budget
year

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

With tax rates adopted and
budgets finalized, governing
bodies in Rains County return
to regular meeting schedules.

The Rains County Commis-
sioners Court will hold their
first regular meeting of the new
budgetary year on Thursday,
October 8, at 10:00 a.m. in the
courtroom of the Rains County
Courthouse.

Posted on October 2, the
agenda states that the commis-
sioners will discuss the installa-
tion of the yearly Christmas
tree, consider accepting the
donation of road material for
CR 4528, take action of grant
application and review Texas
Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality (TCEQ) permits.

The court will discuss agree-

see MEETINGS on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Lowell Chalk i

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

is a busy Commander of American Legion Post 156 in Emory

scholarships, makes peanut brittle
to sell at the Rains County Fair,
places flags (supported by local

through booths at local events,
such as Founder’s Day, where they
also offer pavers engraved with vet-

Lowell Chalk is involved in a
whirlwind of veteran affairs in
Rains County and Canton. He is
Commander of the American Le-
gion (AL) Post 156 in Emory, is
Quartermaster of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) in Canton
and is also VFW Judge Advocate
for its 4th district that spans central
and eastern parts of Texas. He has
a hand in everything that happens
at AL Post 156, including commu-
nity projects, second-Saturday
breakfast, fourth-Saturday dinner,
and helping veterans and youth in
the community. He cooks some of
the post meals, is involved in an or-
atorical contest for ninth through
twelfth graders that can lead to

businesses) for six holidays a year,
and helps place nearly 800 flags at
all local cemeteries on Memorial
Day. He drives veterans to doctor
appointments and participates in
honoring veterans through the
Canton VFW. His enthusiasm for
service is shared by his wife,
Griselda, who is president of the
American Legion Auxiliary.

The local AL post has 61 mem-
bers, but many do not live in the
area. Eight to twelve members reg-
ularly attend meetings and help
with projects. The group holds a
parade on Veterans Day, and plan
to have floats from every war at this
year’s event on Saturday, Novem-
ber 7. They go out recruiting

eran names for $100 each. The
pavers are dedicated and placed at
the Veterans Memorial at the
Rains County Courthouse.

“On October 22, we will have
our annual First Responder’s Ban-
quet at The Chapel in Emory,” said
Chalk. “We will honor EMTs, fire-
men, police officers, sheriff
deputies, resource officers from the
school and game wardens. Every
honoree will receive a monetary
gift and the chance to win prizes
such as chain saws, game cameras
and TVs. Since I oversee this year’s
Golf Ball Drop, I will ensure that 10
percent of the funds raised will be

see SPOTLIGHT on page 3

Griselda and Lowell Chalk
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Jody Dyer:
The Billy
Goat Curse
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Sports
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Rain Report

Wed., Sep.30 ...... 0.37 in.
Thu @ i 1.64 in.
Sat.,,Oct.3 ......... 1.66in.
Sun,, Oct. 4 ........ 0.09 in.
Total for Sep. ....... 1.01in.
Total for Oct. ....... 3.3%9in.
Yeartodate ....... 28.88in.
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Community outreach
& onganigations

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.m., open meetings.

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON

Thurs., 7:00 p.m., Crossroads Al-
anon Group, 103 N. Houston St.,
Edgewood, 903-896-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co.
4th Mon., 5:15 p.m., 215N.
Duffy St., Emory, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Saturday
7:00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE
Mon., 7:00 - 9:30 p.m., Arbala
Community Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
every Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory
Baptist Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Oakleaf Trail.

EMORY LIONS CLUB

1stand 3rd Tuesdays, 12:00
p.m., Dos Charros in Emory. Call
forinformation 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri.,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
FM 514, Emory. 903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs.,
1:00 p.m., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS
1stThurs., 11:30 a.m.,
www.lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - 2nd Tues., 1-3
p.m. 9483 W. FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 6:30 p.m.
Jamie's Restaurant,

Lake Fork Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs., 6:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY

3rd Mon., 7:00 p.m., AgriLife
Extension and Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
1stThurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, 903-269-
8446

RAINS 42 - every Thursday, 6:00
p.m - 9:00 p.m., Rains County
Library Meadows Room, 903-
268-4021

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO ASSOC.
2nd Sat. of each month
9:00a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB
1stMon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail.com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Jan., Mar., May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall.

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - 4th Mon., 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct.,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
July 31 &Oct. 30, 6:30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH & LEARN QUILTING CLUB
Mon., 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.,
903-598-3021,

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN NEED, INC.
A Battered Women's Shelter.
Call 903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m.,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2ndTues., 7:00 p.m.,
Emory City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 6:45 p.m.,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m.

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & 4th Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m.,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains ISD Administration Building.

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

3rd Monday, 6:30 p.m.,

Emory Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon., Tues. and Thurs., 8:00 a.m. -
5:00 p.m., 110 E. North St.
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 903-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Open Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m-4 p.m.
903-473-5099 or 5098

TA
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Sam Fitzgerald - Before 1900
W.O. Hebisen - Before 1900

A.S. Hornbeck - Before 1900
J.H. Bradford - 1901-1904
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NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday in
the building behind the public
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory.
Hours for Mon.—Wed. are
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m., closed
noon-1:00 p.m. Hours for
Thursday are 8:00 a.m.—
noon. Thrift sales will be open
every Saturday in October
from 8:00 a.m.—noon. Funds
go to buy food for the needy
and to operate the center.

Angel Tree
Applications

open now

The 2026 Angel Tree
applications are open and are
only available online. Flyers
with the link to apply are
available at each RISD cam-
pus and on the Rains County
Angel Tree Facebook page.
Children must live in Rains
County and under the age of
18 or enrolled in RISD. Proof
of residency is required. One
application per child. Appli-
cations must be received by
11:59 p.m. on November 6.
Application help will be
available at the Rains County
Library on Saturday, October
31, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
For more information, call or
text 903-662-8621 or email
rainscountyangeltree @gmail.
com.

Methodist Women
Spaghetti Luncheon

Oct. 9

The Emory Methodist
Church Women will hold
their Spaghetti Luncheon on

Friday, October 9, from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., in
the fellowship hall. Tickets
can be purchased in advance
for $10.00, or payment can
be made at the door.

American Legion
Breakfast Sat.,

Oct. 10

Rabb Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #156
will hold a breakfast buffet
on Saturday, Oct. 10, from
7:00-10:00 a.m. at the Post
home at 215 N. Duffy St. in
Emory. Takeouts are offered.
Payment is by donation,
which goes toward the
upkeep of the home and
veterans’ projects.

Class of 1964

Reunion Oct. 10
The Class of 1964 will

hold its reunion on Saturday,
October 10, at 12:00 noon,
at Sidekick’s Bar & Grill,
located on Hwy. 69, in
Emory. For more informa-

tion, call 903-413-1243.

Hooker Cemetery
Clean-up Oct. 11

The Hooker Cemetery
Association will hold its
annual clean-up day on
Saturday, Oct. 11, beginning
at 8:00 a.m., weather permit-
ting. Bring tools and a sack
lunch. Many volunteers are
needed. For more informa-
tion, call Donna Fletcher at
903-268-0412. Anyone
unable to attend the meeting
may send contributions to
Hooker Cemetery Assoc.,
c/o Donna Fletcher, 819 RS
CR 4470, Point, TX 75472.

Stay one step ahead
of cybercriminals

Cybercriminals are after
your money. They’re getting
smarter and increasingly
using Al
But you can
stay a step
ahead.

Scam -
mers often
troll for con-
sumers; it’s
called
phishing. Be
cautious of unexpected
emails, texts or calls. Verify
requests through a trusted
phone number or website
before taking action.

Next, strengthen vyour
accounts. Use a unique
password for every login and
enable multi-factor authenti-
cation whenever possible.
Better yet, choose passkeys
or security keys when avail-
able.

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones
Financial Advisor

Scammers create urgency.
Al can mimic voices and
create urgent messages that
appear to come from family
members, executives or
government agencies. If a
request feels rushed or
unusual, pause and verify it
independently.

Finally, keep devices
updated and back up impor-
tant files. Security updates
close vulnerabilities, while
backups help you recover
from ransomware or other
attacks.

Small habits can make a
big difference. Take steps to
help safeguard your money,
identity and long-term finan-
cial goals.

This content was provided by
Edward Jones for use by Brandon

Roberts, your Edward Jones financial
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

newspapers are less ¢

Studies show that locales with local

report the ins and outs of the communities
that they serve and function as a beacon of
truth to their communities.

Support your local newspaper!
The Rains County Leader
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about how to play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
number can only be used once in each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www.sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help
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American Legion Post names

Young Grand Marshall

Karen Young has been
named the 2026 Veterans
Day Parade Grand Marshall.
A Grand Marshall is about
thanks. She is a tireless
volunteer and a business
success. She has been highly
valued in the community for
many years for the impact
she has had on many. Her
dedication and hard work
have made many things
possible for those in need,
not just in Rains County, but
in other counties as well. She
is a friend to many. At this
time American Legion Post
156 is honored to have her
lead the 2026 Rains County
Veterans Day Parade.

&

Karen Young

GENERALLY

Continued from page 1

bring before the people the
serious and unhappy effects
of the present unnecessary
fire waste.”

Five years later, on Sep-
tember 11, 1925, Calvin
Coolidge signed a proclama-
tion designating the week
beginning Sunday, October
4, be observed as National
Fire Prevention Week. “To
state and municipal officials,
civic organizations, school
authorities and all citizens
and organized bodies, I
appeal for the fullest cooper-
ation in improving condi-

tions. There is need for
earnest study of the princi-
ples of fire protection, as a
practical measure of national
economy.”

Since that time, Fire
Prevention Week has been
observed the week in which
October 9 falls (typically the
second week), is the longest-
running national public
health and safety observance
in the United States, and has
grown into Fire Prevention
Month, also known as Fire
Safety Month.

JP

Continued from page 1

missioners Court will meet in
special session at noon Oct.
14 in the courtroom of the
Rains County Courthouse.
Commissioners will consider
setting pay for James Her-
shell Barnett, who has been
appointed temporary justice
of the peace under the
section of the Texas Govern-
ment Code that governs
such appointments.

According to the meeting
agenda, Barnett’s pay would
equal the compensation of
the regular justice of the
peace. Commissioners will
also decide whether to pay
him  daily, weekly or
monthly, and whether to
reimburse his mileage.

Rains County Judge Brent
Hilliard requested the
agenda item.

BURN BAN

Continued from page 1

weekend rain with the next
update on drought.gov on
Thursday, October 8.

September heat averaged
84.2  degrees at the
Tawakoni gauge against a
normal of 76.6, with daily
highs averaging 95.3 against
a normal of 87.9 — nearly
eight degrees above normal
for a full month.

Statewide, Texas water
supply reservoirs were 72.6
percent full.

Reservoir figures come
from the Texas Water
Development Board and are
provisional. Rainfall and
temperature data come from
the National Weather Ser-
vice cooperative station at
Lake Tawakoni.

MEETINGS

Continued from page 1

ments with Major League
Fishing and the Sabine River
Authority for a tournament
coming to Lake Tawakoni
and Lake Fork, consider
accepting forfeiture funds,
take action on the lease-
purchase of a tractor mower
and transfer a vehicle from
the Sheriffs office to the
Constable’s office.

That evening, the Point
City Council will meet for
their first meeting of the
budget year at 6:00 p.m. in
the council chambers of
Point City Hall.

The agenda posted on
October 1 states they will
recognize another Home-
town Helper, consider a
request to rezone property
on CR 4525, take action on
resolutions to move forward
with obtaining grants for the
city, discuss an ordinance on
water leak adjustments and

consider  purchases to
improve the water and sewer
systems.

The Rains ISD Board of
Trustees is scheduled to hold
a regular meeting on Mon-
day, October 12, at 6:30 p.m.
in the Alexander Boardroom
in the Rains ISD Adminis-
tration building.

Trustees are expected to

consider monthly items,
review the Fine Arts Pro-
gram  evaluation, hear

updates from the superinten-
dent on the district and
consider the TASB Fall
Regional workshops.

The City of Emory is
expected to hold their first
meeting of the new budget
year on Tuesday, October
13, at 7:00 p.m. in council
chambers of Emory City
Hall.

All meetings are open to
the public.

Look Twice -
Save A Life.

Motorcycles are
everywhere!
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Stepping up for the community
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Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Emory Volunteer Firefighter Tate Peacock assists a young visitor as she climbs the ladder
at National Night Out Tuesday, October 6, at Sandy Creek Park.

TEXAS RURAL REPORTER

When Budgets Get Tight, Which
Students Will Texas Prioritize?

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Texas Rural Reporter

A central issue in the
2026 campaign is becoming
a conversa-
tion about
education,
and really, it
should Dbe.
Education is
one of the
biggest

SUZANNE things  the
BELLSNYDER  State of
Texas Rural Reporter Texas does

and one of
the biggest things it pays for.
State leaders are telling us
they put a historic $8.5
billion more into public
education last session; let’s
break down exactly what
that means.

Texas now funds educa-
tion through what I describe
as three different lanes:
traditional public schools,
public charter schools, and
the newly created Education
Freedom  Accounts, or
vouchers, where individual
families can use state money
to pay for private school,

homeschool, and other
approved education
expenses.

During the last session,
lawmakers made funding
commitments to all three.

The First Lane is tradi-
tional public schools, which
the majority of Texas fami-
lies choose, and where we
educate more than 5 million
students in our state. During
the last session, legislators
added $8.5 billion in new
public education funding for
the two-year budget cycle,
which sounds impressive.

The clearest way to
understand the $8.5 billion is
to start with the Basic Allot-
ment — the flexible building
block of school funding.
Lawmakers increased it by
just $55 per student, from
$6,160 to $6,215. Most of
the rest was already directed
to specific purposes: about
$4 billion for teacher and
staff pay, including the
Teacher Incentive Allot-
ment; another $1.3 billion
for operating costs; plus
money for special education,
literacy, safety, career pro-
grams, and rural schools. So
when you hear “historic $8.5
billion,” remember: most of
that money was already
spoken for before it reached
your local district.

The second lane of educa-
tion funding is charter
schools. Charter schools are
public schools, but unlike
traditional school districts,
they are authorized by the
state, governed by appointed
rather than locally elected
boards, have more flexibility
from some state regulations,
and do not levy local prop-
erty taxes. That last part
matters for funding, because
their entire Foundation
School Program entitlement
comes from the state.

Today, about 443,000
Texas students attend char-
ter schools — roughly 8
percent of all public-school
students — and the Legisla-
tive Budget Board estimates
they will receive about $5.5
billion in state aid in fiscal
year 2026. HB 2 also
included roughly $199 mil-
lion over the biennium
specifically to expand char-
ter-school facilities funding,
so part of that historic $8.5
billion in new public-
education funding is also
flowing into a charter system
that has grown from about
2,500 students when Texas
charters opened 30 years ago
to more than 442,000 today.

Then in 2025, Texas
opened a third lane. The
Legislature created Educa-
tion Freedom Accounts and
appropriated $1 billion to
start the program, money
that is separate from the $8.5
billion public-school pack-
age. More than 274,000
applications were submitted
for the first year, and more
than 100,000 students had
funded accounts by late
summer. Private-school stu-
dents can receive more than
$10,000 this year, home-
school and other qualifying
students can receive $2,000,
and some students with
disabilities can receive sub-
stantially more.

So it's worth taking a
minute to step back and look
at what Texas has built. We
have traditional public
schools educating roughly 5
million children, a growing
public charter system, and
now a third lane using state
dollars for private school,
homeschool, and other edu-
cation expenses.

Maybe Texas can fund all
three. Right now, we have
the money to try.

But what happens when
the funds get tight? Which

students will they prioritize?

That question matters
everywhere, but [ think it
matters even more in rural
Texas because rural priori-
ties are already too often the
last man on the totem pole
when funding gets tight. We
need rural hospitals, broad-
band, water infrastructure,
roads, and emergency ser-
vices. Small towns are trying
to maintain basic infrastruc-
ture with small tax bases,
and fewer rural legislators in
Austin are fighting for those
priorities as population and
political power continue
shifting toward urban and
suburban Texas.

Every new long-term
funding commitment mat-
ters because eventually all of
these priorities meet in the
same place: the state budget.

And the new voucher
program may not stay at $1
billion. The state’s own fiscal
analysis shows that, depend-
ing on participation and
future legislative decisions,
its cost could grow into the
billions annually in future
years. At the same time,
traditional public schools are
not going anywhere. Neither
are charter schools. And
now Texas has created
another group of families
who will reasonably expect
the state to continue funding
the program it created for
them.

Every one of those pots
represents Texas kids, which
is why I think this conversa-
tion has to go: whether
Texas can sustain all of these
commitments when the bud-
get is not as flush as it is
today, while still funding
hospitals, water, broadband,
roads, and all of the other
things rural Texas already
struggles to get its share of.

Because a state budget is
ultimately a list of priorities.
And when budgets get tight,
the real question will not be
whether Texas supports
education.

It will be which students
Texas chooses to prioritize.

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and
publisher of the Hansford County
Reporter-Statesman and  Sherman
County Gazette. A former Capitol
staffer with decades of experience in
Texas politics and policy, she now
focuses on how state decisions shape
rural life through her newspapers,
including the Texas Rural Reporter.
Subscribe  at  www.TexasRural
Reporter.Substack.com.
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used for the first responder
monetary gifts. To-go meals
will be given to first respon-
ders, such as dispatchers,

who cannot attend the
banquet.”
Chalk was born in

Ankara, Turkey where his
father was stationed with the
United States. Air Force.
Chalk entered the US Air
Force when he was 17 years
old, starting off as a weapons
mechanic on aircraft. He
went to flight school and
learned to be a gunner on
B-52s. He was Senior Defen-
sive Aerial Gunner, Instruc-
tor Gunner, flew on 24
missions during Desert
Storm and was stationed at
Barksdale AFB, Louisiana.
He participated in air shows
demonstrating the B-52 at
Dover, Barksdale, Guam,
Florida, Australia and was in
flight when a condor hit the

plane causing it to lose five
engines.

Chalk has many medals
and ribbons, many with up to
four devices. Devices are
small metal insignia attached
to service ribbons and sus-
pension ribbons to commu-
nicate specific achievements,
subsequent awards, or condi-
tions of service that the base
medal alone cannot show.
Mr. Chalk’s medals and
ribbons include the Air
Medal, Air Force Commen-
dation Medal, Air Force
Achievement Medal, South-
west Asia Service Medal,
National Defense Service
Medal, Expert Marksman-
ship Ribbon, Combat Readi-
ness Medal, Kuwait Libera-
tion Medal and Good Con-
duct Medal. He was given a
Quilt of Valor on February
12, 2026.

Chalk was stationed in

California when he retired
from the Air Force and he
and his wife became parent
promoters a voice for
parents who could not
always attend school meet-
ings during the day. He and
his wife were on five differ-
ent boards and were named
Parent of the Year as a
couple — an honor from the
schools and state.

Chalk and Griselda have
been married for 20 years
and have a combination of
four daughters and two sons,
plus four grandchildren.
They have a Shih Tzu and
Chihuahua as pets. He used
to make jewelry to give away,
and still does some of that.
He also likes to travel.

Advertising Works
903-4/3-1653

The Billy Goat Curse

“Any team can have a bad
century.”

Jack Brickhouse
(ref. to the Chicago Cubs)

In Octo-
ber of 1945,
Billy Sianis
brought his
pet goat to
Game 4 of
the World
e : Series | at

Wrigley
TR A
Cubs  were
playing the
Detroit Tigers, and Sianis
thought it fitting to have his
goat join him in the stands
that day. So began one of the
strangest and sorrowful sto-
ries in all of baseball — the
Chicago Cubs Billy Goat
Curse.

William “Billy Goat”
Sianis was a Greek immi-
grant and Chicago tavern
owner. He came to the U. S.
in 1912, learned English by
reading the newspapers, and
began his pursuit of the
American dream. In 1924,
just months after the repeal
of Prohibition, he bought the
Lincoln Tavern located on
West Madison Street in
downtown Chicago for $205
(later moving to a location
on Michigan Avenue in
1964).

Sianis earned the nick-
name “Billy Goat” after a
baby goat fell off a passing
truck and wandered into his
bar. This event also inspired
a name change for his
establishment. With the
arrival of his now pet goat
(named “Murphy”) the bar
became The Billy Goat Tav-
ern & Grill.

In time, the Billy Goat
Tavern became a legendary
hangout spot for local jour-
nalists, writers and assorted
celebrities. Interesting fact —
the recurring and hilarious
Olympia Restaurant sketch
(“Cheezeborger,  Cheeze-
borger, Cheezeborger”) on
the hit TV show Saturday
Night Live was inspired by the
Billy Goat Tavern & Grill.
John Belushi and Bill Murray
frequented the Billy Goat
during their time in Chicago
with Second City TV. They
loved the place enshrining it
in comedy history. And Bill
Murray is a devoted Cubs
fan. He can often be seen
hobnobbing around Chicago
(one afternoon years ago I
saw him at Wrigley when my
buddy Chris and I were at a
Cubs game). Murray is a
frequent visitor at the Billy

Goat Tavern when he is in
town.

Back to baseball and
Game 4. There is some
variation in the stories of
what happened that day.
Here is, I believe, the correct

ishes, and 16 pennants and
World Series appearances.
But after the curse, the Cubs’
luck changed for the worse,
with zero pennants won and
World Series chances elud-
ing them every year.

version. Billy Sianis arrived Year after year the Cubs
at Wrigley intending to came close, but in the end,
cheer on the Cubs. He theyalwaysseemed to choke.

purchased two box seats (for
the princely sum of $7.20),
and before the game Sianis
was allowed to parade his
goat around Wrigley’s infield
sporting a placard that read
“We Got Detroit’s Goat.”
After this exhibition, Sianis
and his goat Murphy settled
into their seats. And they
enjoyed the game until the
fourth inning, when ushers
arrived and asked them to
leave. Apparently, Murphy’s
smell was too much for the
neighboring fans, some of
whom were seen dry heaving
into the aisles nearby. If
you've spent any time
around odorous billy goats,
you know how bad they can
smell.

Again, accounts vary as to
what happened next. Suffice
it to say that Sianis was not
pleased. In the process of
being ejected from the sta-
dium, Sianis cursed the
franchise declaring that the
Cubs would never again play
in a World Series game at
Wrigley Field. Still angry the
following day, Sianis sent a
telegram to the then owner
of the Cubs, Phillip K.
Wrigley, saying the team
would lose the 1945 World
Series and never win
another, all because they had
slighted his beloved pet goat.
The  curse  apparently
worked. The Tigers swept
the remaining three games,
and the Cubs lost the World
Series.

There are those who
reject the idea that this Billy
Goat Curse had any effect.
They claim that Chicago’s
consistent losing record
afterward was the result of
poor management and more.
But it must be noted that
prior to the curse, the Cubs
were one of the most success-
ful teams in baseball. After
winning  back-to-  back
World Series titles in 1907
and 1908 (the first team in
major league baseball to do
this) they captured pennants
in 1910, 1918, 1929, 1932,
1935, 1938, and finally 1945,
playing in the World Series
each of those years. From
1876 to 1945, they posted a
.559 record, with 51 winning
seasons, 16 first place fin-

In 1969, their winning sea-
son was crushed by the
“Miracle” Mets. In 1973
their mid-season first-place
lead withered away. 1984
brought hope, but in the end,
all was wrecked by the
Padres. After their division
title in 1989, the Cubs were
blown out in post-season
play. Another division title
in 2003 brought more pain
when October baseball was
marred by freak on-field
errors and zealous fan inter-
ference. Throughout these
years, Sam Sianis, Billy’s
nephew and now the owner
of the Billy Goat Tavern
(after Billy’s passing), made
efforts to break the curse by
bringing goats to Wrigley
regularly (descendants of the
original goat Murphy), but
nothing changed. When the
goat was denied entrance,
which happened often, fans
could be heard chanting,
“Let the Goat in! Let the
Goat in!”

Finally, in 2016 the Cubs
ended their 108-year World
Series drought. Apparently,
the curse was broken. The
Cubs that year won the
World Series beating the
Cleveland Indians in seven
games.

I love my Texas teams,
both the Rangers and Astros,
but [ also have always been a
Cubs fan. Take in a game at
Wrigley Field and you will be
too. The famed baseball
author and political colum-
nist George F. Will once
said, “Chicago Cubs fans are
90 percent scar tissue.” He
was referencing the collec-
tive heartbreak shared and
the emotional resilience nec-
essary when rooting for the
Cubs. I was reminded of this
recently, watching the
Padres spank the Cubs in this
year’s post-season play. Well,
maybe next year — you gotta
love baseball...

JODY DYER is a columnist,
author, and former teacher.
Described by some as a Renaissance
man, he is a baseball fan, coffee
roaster, and accomplished feral hog
trapper. He likes to read, appreciates
the outdoors, and is good with dogs
and children. He is the father of
three, and lives with his wife in
Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2026 Jody Dyer

Visit us online at:
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Columbus Day is Coming Up

*—CBTx

Commercial Bank of Texas

Have a great holiday weekend!

It abservance of Columbis Day, we will not be open on
Monday, October 12, We will reopen for normal business
hours on Tuesday, October 13.

ACROSS 43 TX Barbara Mandrell 2_3_4 T EXAS
. w tune: “Standing
1 TXism: “fast as . only” (1975)
e CROSSWORD
5 money unit used wit’ (clever)
south of the border 7 5Eyag by Charley & Guy Orbison
6 g:)r;;ound in shot in Dallas in 1963 Copyright 2026 by Orbison Bros.
7 TXism:‘____ me 49 g:;{)\i/e%f; ?1;;(2-87) 9 [10 [11 |12 [13 14 (15 [16
abill of goods 50 military entertain. org. 18 19
8 S?:fzr angle 51 TXism: “_ maybe
9 in Callahan County and that's fnal 21 22 23
on I-20 24 |25 |26 |27 29
14 TXism: “I'm out of
___"(fatigued) 132 33 34 [35
17 TXism: “
__ apigtoslop” 39 40 41
20 Rice won this 75 3
College Bowl
in 1966 79 55
21 TXism for “ugly”
22 TXism: “I'm __ _ 52 53 54
heap of trouble”
24 this Texas politi- 52 southeast of Tyler a8 %5
cian was U.S. on highway 135 55
Secretary of the 53 state university in ,
Army, 2007-09 Stephenville 4 |r1forrr}eai o =
(2 wds.) 55 TX Nolan Ryan 9 hlStOrIC» Presidio
30 Rangers’ sports- gave up a lot of La Bahia” meant 58
caster, Eric bases “Fort of }he _ 34 “ANightin
32 7th planet from 56 TX A.J?omn 10 TX Straithas “___ 59 ____Antonio”
the sun this 500 four times in t_he Hole Band” 35 “Oh, Pretty
33 TX Ginger Rogers 57 Tx George Jones 11 TXism:“__ Woman” Texas
fim: “Stage ____ " tune: *  Thinks hlgh time” singer (2 wds.)
36 TXism:“_ _ | still Care” 12 antique auto ) » 36 Jose Altuve is one,
sheared like a 58 boat paddle 13 1h|s_DoIores was in 24 E_ngllsh bar e.g.
spring lamb” 59 borders Texas on “EIymg qun to R[o” 25 pitcher Kenny 37 frightful
38 this Pete replaced the west (abbr.) with TX Glnger_ (init.) Rogers stat. 40 anger
Gib Lewis as 14 Fort Hood soldier 26 NASA drink 44 TX Bledsoe was
Texas Speaker DOWN 15 Center h_as_“Take 27 TXism: “heavy as frsttosing“___
in 1993 (init.) _ ___ Fishing” thefront Man River” (1927)
39 Burt takes an 1 TX Buddy Holly tournament _ John Deere” 46 TX Willie's dad Ira
elephant to Texas is on one (3 wds.) 16 Texas cattle breed 28 instrument played wasan___
in “Smokey and 2 newspaper Abilene 18 "Biggest Little City by 35-down mechanic
the " -News in the World” 29 __ Adamsstreet 48 some Texans ski at
41 Yo __Digo Creek 3 TXism: “dangerous 19 former Tonight in San Antonio this NM ski resort
42 retired KTCK ___ __match Show host, Jay 31 “Sad Monkey” 54 23rd Texas gover-
sportscaster, in a frecracker 23 TXism: “never in was _ at nor: SW.T.
Hitzges (init.) factory” __ __borndays” Palo Duro Canyon (1903-07)
Solution at www.chtx.com 903-473-2611
EMDER Member FDIC
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EMORY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT - Blake Cooper, Britnay Cooper, Michael frey, Colby Witt, Gary Gray, Allen McPherson, Jacob London, Kerry Newsom, Jeff Oualline, Mathew

Peacock, Tate Peacock, Darren Renshaw, Kelly Robbins, Tucker Peacock, Craig Taylor, Marcel Telders, Jon Wedeking, Cody Brimer, Bruce Waid, Shayla Column, Jeremy Cook and Trinity Frey.

%
T o
Believers’ &2 (i
Baptist Church e

Thank You_for.
Your Service

THANK YOU!

May God bless you and watch over you.

DQ

365 HWY 69 N - EMORY ¢ 903-473-2236

Thank you, firefighters
for what you do every
day keeping us all safe!

_ N
* i

And a whole lot more!

FEED STORE Hwy. 69/19¢ 903-473-2249

*~=CBIx

Commercial Bank of Texas, N.A"

2 800-723-7601 % www.cbtx.com i

A R R T S e

Wayne’s Automotive
3383 HWY 19 SOUTH * EMORY* 903-473-0186
Emory, TX

903-473-3222

dgraphics903@gmail.com

G&G Gravel

Bret Garrett 903-268-6910

Y&U

to all our volunteer firefighters

9032 5H3-432.9

SUNDAY-THURSDAY: 11AM - 9PM
FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 11AM - 10PM

t386]EN'ENNON|DRYS]EMORYf

L 'F
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Thank you,
i, firefighters for
.E? your sacrifice and
commitment to | |

2Y our community rf‘.

\ [
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THANK /0U

HEATH & KRISTI SISK - 903-473-2520

YaY|~ Discoveria place

soroeN| YOURINOVELOHIVE

REALTH GO R 1T F - slrde)] eie) =
(003)/265°6307

THANK YOU, FIREFIGHTERS

CITY 2
BARBER E
SHOP 2

600 E. LENNON DR. ¢ 903-268-4326

L | counTY ROAD 2220, EMORY - SINCE 1992

Thank You!
AR SIS ION

COLLISION

EMORY TEXAS

903-473-4445

THANK YOU

e

FIREFIGHTERS

Hooten’s Hardware, LLC

Hwy. 69 N. « Emory <903-473-8788 « hootensteel.com

r W %A W4 1T VW W

J’Z‘uw Y 1I\&E

111N O D

Lhank
%A&L )

FIREFIGHTERS J©

909 E Lennon Dr. « Emory, TX 75440

903-473-1277 « anytimeftness.com

“?'ii..
LOLL Sl At
FIREFIGHTERS!
from

MIRACLE FAFIH
BAPTIST CHURCH

820 SH 276, Emory, TX » 903-473-3238
Pastor: Robert Burns |l

PREVENTION

FIREMONTH

OCTOBER

Hooten’s
Westside Storage
(903) 473-4130

Firefighters save

more tham homes.

They save hearts,
memories & dreams.

Thank you,
firefighters!

() PoTTS GAS Co.

Emory: B03-473-2714 www polisgas.com  Canton: 803-567-6338
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POINT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT - Jarnes Cooper, Katelyn Sullivan, Roger Hunt, Amy Hunt, Zach Durbin, Tim Bynum,

Tayler Paling, Katrina DeKeyzer, Scott Dekeyzer, Rusty Frost, David Frost, Zach Martin, Joann Frost, William Hass, Paul King and
Justin Poling. Junior Members are Reese Reed and Jacob Poling. Mot Pictured: Mark Henson.
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EAST TAWAKORNI |'|.||":]ILLII'~|ITEER FIRE I'JEPAHTMENT Jamie Pederson, Kevin Durl;:ur Stephanie Durbin, Dakoda ‘."'."ynne

Michael Rogers, Dantan Yeager, Jerry Gomez and Joe Carbajal. The juniar memberis f‘u"ldr|+=-r;1 Rogers. Mot pictured: John Hall,
Jessie Herrington, Ed Hooper, and junior members Annie Carbajal and Wyatt Pederson.

L. L. Spéncer Real Estate

903-473-2225 « LLSpencerRealEstate.com

 Mike & Dianne Willis |

U RAINS
_ G A ol -}
Lake J  FOrk -

-I"Ilijﬂi'ﬂrﬁ 'y di‘lﬁipf 3 E:El‘:::_l Lernnu:r?r.salitmf:_:.ll'l;ir
Thank you, | | Promocy* Gift Shop
frefghters 1| | Sodafountcin & More

903) 474-9436 903-333-1392
903 E. L m1 w S, Ste 101« Emory [ [Wiww rainspharmacy.com

THANK YOU

FOR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
" First National Bank

of East Texas
Together, We're Better
903-843-4100 ¢ fnbetx.com
To our volunteer firefighters,

S
-y e
?a«, TAWAKONI

283 BRIEGS BL"Jﬂ' = EASTTAWAKONI = (903) ﬂd? 24#&

For those who run in
when others run out
We salute you, tirefighters!

I Ll l @ thechapelcc.com

C HAP E L e 903-500-7273

Love God. Love people. Make disciples.

VENTHIONAWEEK
'Waﬁé 7 (17724

DPEN

Friday &
Fm Sufurduy
4pm - 9pm
903 459 3300

9 2130 W US Hwy 69

ttttt

7 foank Fou

FOR BEING OUR

HE ROES
o StateFarm’ | B a5

Toni Threadgill - 903-473-2553 | | & hootentax.com

THANK YOU!

H(l}tl:ﬂ F |m|111.'al

—r

Your success
is our business

+%

Thank you, ﬁreﬁghters!

883 N. Texas St.» 903-473-2069
www.emorycountryflowers.com

Proud to serve our community
alongside men and women who
share our commitment to service.

For your strength,
courage and service,

We thank you!

Thank you, firefighters!

AUSTIN
BANK

With you for good.

CITY NATIONAL BANK

Member

------

Banking Texas since 1889
711 E Lennon Dr. « Emory « 803-473-0090 « bankatcnb.bank

We are gra}gﬂful for
our ﬁreﬁghnters\
T%ﬁk@@@p};ﬁm
uncommon-courage
when-€verything is
\Pg .
on the line

Ratliff Bookkeeping &
Tax Service, LLC

Follow us on Facebook for helpful tax tips!

n FIRE PREVENTION WEEK"
fpw.org

1101 5. Main Street, Lindale = 214-556-9328§

Robert’s Cycle & Sound, LLC
Hwy. 69 East * Emory, TX *» 903-473-2566

“COURAGE IS NOT THE
ABSENGCE OF FEAR,
BUT RATHER THE
JUDGEMENT.THAT
SIIHEHIIHG ELSE

Parrs 7 PLus
N

903-473-2950
903-473-3657

595 W. LENNON DR. * EMORY, TEXAS
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The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the following

reports of activity during the

week of September 28-
October 4:
Arrests
9-28:
Lynn Dou-

glas Jackson.
Assault fam-

ily/house
member
impeding
MicHaeLHopKiNs  Dreathing/
Rains County Sheriff Ccircu I ation,
$175,000

bond.
9-29: Charles  Joe
Sanders. Possession of a
controlled substance PG

1/1-B greater than or equal
to 1 gr. less than 4 gr.,
probation violation,
$150,000 bond.

9-29: Jaxx Jared Lemons.
Liquor violation Class C,
$500 bond.

10-4: Frank Emmett
Looper. Assault causing
bodily injury of family mem-
ber, $5,000 bond.

Calls

9.28: CR 3333 Medical
assist; Hwy. 69 Livestock on
roadway; Duffy St. City
ordinance violation; FM 515
Motorist assist; W Quitman
St. Armed subject; S Ist St.
Point Animal at large; Smith
Cir. Point Theft; FM 2737
Medical assist; CR 3210
Medical assist; Sheriff's
Office (SO) lobby Meet
complainant; N Texas St.
Debris in roadway; Clark Dr.
Warrant service; CR 3503
Death; Clark Dr. Warrant
service; Hwy. 19 Livestock
on roadway; W Quitman St.
Warrant service; W Lennon
Dr. Business alarm; CR 2110
Welfare concern; Ave. B
Point Meet complainant;
Duffy St. Medical assist; E
Lennon Dr. Public assist; E
Lennon Dr. Suspicious vehi-
cle; CR 1307 Medical assist.

9-29: Lee Ivie Ln. Suspi-
cious activity; CR 3335
Medical assist; Industrial
Park Rd. Suspicious vehicle;
SO lobby Medical assist; CR
3025 Aggressive animal; SO
lobby  Suspicious person;
Hwy. 69W Medical assist; E
Lennon Dr. Reckless driver;
FM 514 Accident; CR 4252
Livestock on roadway; W

Quitman St. Warrant ser-
vice; N Ist St. Point Crimi-
nal trespass; N Texas St.
Accident; CR 3324 Investi-
gation; Hwy. 19S Accident;
FM 275 Medical assist; CR
4520 Investigation; FM 513
Environmental; CR 3332
Environmental; Hwy. 69W
Public assist; Smith Cir.
Point Welfare concern; CR
1402 Smoke investigation;
W Lennon Dr. Business
alarm; Hwy. 19N Motorist
assist.

9-30: CR 3237 Illegal
burn; Ravine St. Livestock
on roadway; FM 514 Illegal
dumping; PR 5517 Medical
assist; Puckett Pass East
Tawakoni  (ET)  Street
blocked; Industrial Park Rd.
Special assignment; CR 2234
Scam; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; FM 47 at 1430
Livestock on roadway;
Northcutt Rd. Point Animal
welfare concern; W Quit-
man St. at Hwy. 19 Motorist
assist; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; FM 2081 Suspi-
cious vehicle; Hwy. 69
Debris in roadway; CR 4452
Medical assist.

10-1: E Lennon Dr. Sus-
picious vehicle; CR 3025
Consensual contact; CR
3419 at CR 3400 Debris in
roadway; CR 3025 Trespass-
ing; Ave. A Point Welfare
concern; Hwy. 69W at Lone
Oak Reckless driver; W
Quitman St. Public assist;
Hwy. 19N at CR 3200
Debris in roadway; CR 2110
Trespassing; Quitman St.
[llegal dumping; Hwy. 69 at
FM 47 Damaged property;
FM 515 at FM 2795 Motorist
assist; FM 3299 Meet com-
plainant; PR 7715 Medical
assist; CR 3060 at Ravine St.
Debris in roadway; FM 515
at county line Reckless
driver; Hwy. 19N Domestic
disturbance; N 1st Point
Suspicious activity; S Texas
St. Traffic hazard; S Texas
St. Consensual contact; E
Lennon Dr. Harassment;
Doris Briggs Pkwy. ET
Suspicious vehicle; Hwy.
19N Courtesy transport; S
Dunbar Ln. Medical assist;
Hwy. 69W Suspicious per-
son.

10-2: FM 2946 Noise
complaint; FM 2946 Public
assist; Dunbar Ln. at Hwy.
19S Consensual contact;

Sheriff's

Industrial Park Rd. at Hwy.
69 Motorist assist; CR 1530
Illegal burn; E Lennon Dr.
Fire alarm; FM 514 Motorist
assist; CR 1470 Theft;
Axton’s Boat Ramp Consen-
sual contact; CR 2430 Illegal
dumping; FM 514 Courtesy
transport; CR 3335 Welfare
concern; CR 2110 Medical
assist; W Quitman St. Found
property; W Lennon Dr.
Consensual contact; Hwy.
I9N at Lake Fork Bridge
Found property; CR 1640
Theft; FM 779 Accident;
FM 779 at CR 2460 Agency
assist; CR 2110 Child cus-
tody; CR 2245 Illegal burn;
CR 3370 Suspicious vehicle;
CR 1274 Welfare concern;
FM 515 Neighbor dispute;
FM 515 Agency assist; N
Texas St. Suspicious vehicle;
PR 7330 Terroristic threats.

10-3: Hwy. 69 Animal
welfare concern; FM 2795
Animal at large; CR 3335
Welfare concern; CR 4250
Downed power lines; Briggs
Blvd. ET Debris in roadway;
CR 3503 Medical assist; E
Lennon Dr. Suspicious activ-
ity; CR 2110 Medical assist;
CR 1315 Medical assist;
Missouri St. Medical assist;
Hwy. 69 Livestock on road-
way; SO lobby Medical
assist; CR 1308 Welfare
concern; CR 1502 Debris in
roadway; FM 47 Debris in
roadway; S Dunbar Ln.
Suspicious  activity; E
Lennon Dr. Public assist; FM
514 W Public assist; E
Lennon Dr. Disturbance.

10-4: Ravine St. Debris in
roadway; E Lennon Dr.
Suspicious vehicle; CR 1532
Domestic disturbance; CR
1470 Domestic disturbance;
CR 1532 Domestic distur-
bance; CR 2110 Medical
assist; FM 514 Accident; E
Lennon Dr. Medical assist;
Oak Leaf Tr. ET Accident;
SO lobby Meet complainant;
CR 1430 Suspicious vehicle;
N 1st St. Point Meet com-
plainant; SO lobby Meet
complainant; SO lobby Civil
matter; Hwy. 19N Accident;
Clark Dr. Welfare concern;
Kansas St. Meet com-
plainant; CR 4510 Medical
assist; FM 515 Welfare
concern; E Lennon Dr.
Reckless driver.

The Sheriff's Department
reported 387 calls for the

LT. GOV. DAN PATRICK
IS FIGHTING FOR
RURAL TEXAS:

(Pmtecﬁng Texas farms, ranches, and
natural resources from ownership

by hostile foreign interests.

(Gutﬁng property taxes and continuing

to push for additional relief.

( Protecting Texas water and investing
in the infrastructure rural
communities need.

(s:fpparﬁng rural law enforcement.

(Standing up for Texas agriculture
and the people who produce our
food and energy.

Early Voting: Oct.19-30 * Election Day: Nov. 3

Pd Pol Ad

DanPatrick.org

Texans For Dan Patrick

Report

week. Among the calls were:
1 criminal trespass, 1 dam-
aged property, 9 debris in
roadway calls, 1 disturbance,
4 domestic disturbances, 1
downed power lines, 66 extra
patrols, 1 fire alarm, 6 follow
up investigations, 2 found
property, 2 environmental
calls, 1 harassment, 2 inves-
tigations, 6 livestock on
roadway calls, 9 meet com-
plainant calls, 1 neighbor
dispute, 1 noise complaint, 3

illegal dumping calls, 24
public service calls, 4 reck-
less drivers, 1 scam, 1 smoke
investigation, 1  special
assignment, 1 street blocked,
4 suspicious activity calls, 2
suspicious persons, 9 suspi-
cious vehicles, 1 terroristic
threats, 3 thefts, 1 traffic
hazard, 4 warrant services, 9
welfare concerns, 2 trespass-
ing, 7 accidents, 1 death, 1
aggressive animal, 6 public
assists, 1 armed subject, 43

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
Fire Departments Urge Residents to Power
Up Their Devices with Fire Safety in Mind

The theme for Fire Preven-
tion Week™ (FPW™), Octo-
ber 4-10, 2026, is “Charge
into Fire Safety™: Safe Charg-
ing Is a Superpower.”

Fire Departments across
the country are teaming up
with the National Fire
Protection  Association®
(NFPA®) to support Fire
Prevention Week. This
year’s FPW theme, “Charge
into Fire Safety: Safe Charg-
ing Is a Superpower,” focuses
on the simple steps people
can take to recharge safely.
Safe charging means making
smart choices every time you
plug in.

Many devices used in our
daily lives - phones, tablets,
laptops, tools, toys, e-bikes,
and  scooters—run  on
rechargeable  lithium-ion
batteries, which store a lot of
energy in a small space. If
they are damaged or charged
the wrong way, they can
overheat, start a fire, or even

explode.

The way you charge your
lithium-ion battery devices
can make a difference in
helping prevent home fires.
It comes down to using
simple habits each time you
plug in.

Use the cord and charger
that came with your device
or one approved by the
manufacturer. Using the
wrong charger can damage
the battery and increase the
risk of fire.

Charge devices on a table,
desk, or other hard, flat
surface. Do not charge them
on beds, couches, or under
pillows. Devices and charg-
ers produce heat during
normal charging. Soft sur-
faces can trap heat and block
airflow, which can cause the
battery to overheat.

Stop using your device if it
feels very hot, starts to swell,
is smoking, or has a strange
smell. These are warning

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Paxton, Talarico spar over gas taxes, diesel prices

U.S. Senate candidates
Ken Paxton, the Republican
nominee, and Democratic
nominee James Talarico
traded jabs
last  week
over rising
gas  and
diesel
prices, The
Texas Tri-
b un e
reported.

At a gas
station in
Carrollton, Talarico called
on Paxton to condemn the
Iran war and join his call to
suspend federal gas and
diesel taxes. Hours later,
Paxton said the gas tax
should be permanently elim-
inated.

Talarico first called for
pausing the gas tax in April
until prices fell below where
they were when the war
began in February, when the
U.S. and Israel conducted
joint air attacks against Iran.
He has urged Paxton to join
his call several times since.
He has called the war a
“disaster” and blames it for
exacerbating  affordability
issues for Texas families.

“Ken Paxton supports this
disastrous war in Iran that’s
driving up our costs,”
Talarico said. “Today, I am
calling on him to oppose this
war and support my plan to
suspend the federal gas tax
and the federal diesel tax so
we can provide Texans some
necessary relief.”

Paxton responded by say-
ing he supports suspending
the gas tax permanently.

“Repealing those taxes
would put money straight
back into drivers’ pockets
every time they fill up, and
Washington should fund
roads by cutting waste, not
by taxing Texans at the
pump,” he said.

The federal gasoline tax is
18.4 cents per gallon of gas
and 24.4 cents per gallon of
diesel. Nearly all the tax
collected goes in the High-
way Trust Fund for federal
highway and mass transit
spending.

The average price in
Texas last week was $3.94
per gallon for gasoline and
$5.90 a gallon for diesel,
according to AAA.

Abbott lifts

restrictions on dyed
diesel

Gov. Greg Abbott has
lifted restrictions on dyed
diesel usually allowed only in
off-road and industrial
equipment in order to lower
diesel prices, the Houston
Chronicle reported.

He issued a disaster
proclamation last  week
expanding its use. Dyed

{ 4

GARY BORDERS

Texas Press Association

diesel is exempt from fuel
taxes. Abbott also requested
a waiver to the Clean Air
Act from the Environment
Protection Agency to get
around federal limits on
which diesel can be sold.

“Texas agriculture and
freight run on diesel,”
Abbott said in a statement.
“Record prices put both
industries at risk and raise
costs for every Texas family.
Farmers and truckers can
now use dyed diesel on
Texas roads, and fuel, crop,
and timber loads can move
at a higher weight.”

The three-term governor
is locked in a close reelection
contest in a midterm elec-
tion dominated by cost-of-
living concerns. His Demo-
cratic opponent, state Rep.
Gina Hinojosa, had earlier
called for suspending all
diesel taxes, which Abbott
said is not in his power to
unilaterally do.

Voter snafu highlights
difficulty in registering

A Texas backlog of at
least 200,000 voter registra-
tion  applications  and
updates was caused by a state
error. Now election officials
are scrambling to respond
before voting begins.

Texas is one of only eight
states that doesn’t have
universal online voter regis-
tration. The state Depart-
ment of Public Safety’s web
portal is the only option for
registering online or update
a voter registration. That
option was ordered by a
judge after a six-year legal
battle.

Votebeat and The Tri-
bune recently reported a flaw
in the system where DPS
failed to send counties thou-
sands of voter applications
and updates submitted
through its web portal, dat-
ing back to October 2025.
There have been bipartisan
calls for an investigation into
what went awry. State
officials so far have provided
few details.

“We live in a system that
has been designed to make
things harder for voters,”
said Sarah Chen, the senior
supervising attorney at
Texas Civil Rights Project.
“We don’t have online voter
registration, except for this
teeny little carveout, and
because of the teeny little
carveout, now we have these
technical glitches resulting
in this backlog.”

Cruz scores win on
college sports bill

The U.S. Senate passed a
major bipartisan bill last
week that would overhaul

the college sports industry —
a bill heavily backed by

area checks, 5 consensual
contacts, 4 building checks,
2 agency assists, 2 business
alarms, 3 illegal burns, 2
animal at large calls, 2
animal welfare concerns, 6
motorist assists, 1 child
custody, 1 city ordinance
violation, 1 civil matter, 2
courtesy transports.

There were 91 traffic
stops, 74 warnings, 17 cita-
tions, 22 medical calls, and
12 transports.

signs that the battery may be
damaged or failing.

Unplug your device when
it is fully charged. Do not
leave it plugged in longer
than needed. Leaving a
device plugged in too long
can increase heat and stress
on the battery.

Charge larger items like
e-bikes, scooters, and power
tools outside and away from
exits. These batteries are
larger and store more energy.
If they fail, fires can grow
quickly and spread.

When on a plane, keep
your device where you can
see it while charging. Do not
charge devices in overhead
compartments. Do  not
charge e-cigarettes or vapes
on a plane. If a battery
overheats or fails, it is
important for the flight crew
to respond quickly.

To learn more about
lithium-ion battery safety,
visit fpw.org.

Senate Commerce Chair
Ted Cruz, Politico reported.

The bill was backed by
members of both parties and
President Trump. It would
replace a patchwork of state
laws governing student-
athlete pay, transfers and
eligibility with a single fed-
eral set of rules.

“Today the Senate has the
opportunity to protect the
half-million college athletes
and the millions more who
follow in their footsteps,”
Cruz said in a floor speech
last week. “Students are
transferring three or four
times. Pros are trying to play
ball against college kids.
Conflicting court decisions
have created a fragmented
system — one that no one
intended.”

The measure passed 77-22
but faces an uncertain future
in the House, where Repub-
licans oppose some of its
provisions.

Public schools could
lose $227M to student

voucher exodus

Rural school districts in
Texas could lose millions of
dollars in funding this year
after thousands of students
turn to using vouchers to
leave for private and home
schools, the Houston Chron-
icle reported. A new analysis
of state data indicates at
least 28,200 public school
students took a voucher
instead, resulting in a loss of
at least $227 million in state
funding for their public
schools.

While large urban school
districts have seen the most
students leave, the loss could
be felt more acutely by
smaller school districts,
where losing a handful of
students can dramatically
affect their budgets.

Of the 725 school districts
that saw at least one student
take a voucher and leave,
514 — or 70 percent — have
fewer than 2,000 students.
Most of those districts don’t
have a private school within
their boundaries, meaning
the children are either being
homeschooled or are attend-
ing a virtual private school.

Public schools are state
funded based on student
attendance. The average loss
for each student who takes a
voucher is $8,200 on aver-
age, though it varies depend-
ing on the students and
where they live.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community
newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and
Cedar Park. Email: gbor-

ders@texaspress.com.
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By Ronnie Witt

But immediately Jesus spoke to them,

saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”
Matthew 14:27

Though Emory Baptist has been quiet in
the Leader, there is a lot going on in person.
Emory Baptist welcomed an interim pastor
named Charles Boswell. Bro. Charles has
been leading the worship services on Sunday
mornings at 10:30 a.m., Sunday nights at
6:30 p.m., and Wednesday nights at 6:30
p.m. Youth and children’s ministries on
Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. resumed
when school started. Very soon, the
Wednesday night meals at 5:30 p.m. will be
able to resume, as well.

This past Sunday, Bro. Charles shared a
message from the book of Matthew titled,
“Faith Over Fear.” It pertained to the time
Jesus met the disciples in the middle of the
storm on the Sea of Galilee. On Sunday
night, Bro. Charles shared a message titled,

“Approaching the Almighty.” Then on
Tuesday, EBC folks were cleaning the chairs
and carrying them back into the fellowship
hall to be used in the near future.

On Sunday, October 18, join us for the
Family Life Center Dedication Sunday. We
will have a special worship celebration at
10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary followed by
lunch served in the renovated fellowship
hall. Afterward, we invite people to stay for
special recognitions and to tour the newly
built Family Life Center.

Here are a couple of dates to keep in mind
coming up: Fields of Faith, an annual
community-wide corporate worship service
for students especially in grades 6-12, is
Wednesday, October 21, at 7:00 p.m. at
Rains Wildcat Stadium. Then, on Wednes-
day, October 28, Emory Baptist hosts its
annual Fall Festival from 5:30 p.m.-7:30
p.m.

SAVVY SENIOR

When Home Care Isn't Enough

Dear Savvy Senior,

My mother has several
chronic health conditions and
needs a home
caregiver  to

help with
daily activi-
ties. 1 know

she wants to
stay at home
as long as
possible, but
how do 1
know  when
it’s time to consider an assisted
living facility or nursing home?

— Exhausted Daughter

Dear Exhausted,

Most older adults hope to
remain in their own home as
long as possible, and with the
right support many can. But
there may come a point
when home care is no longer
enough to meet a person’s
medical, safety or social
needs. While moving to an
assisted living facility or
nursing home is never easy,
recognizing the warning
signs early can help you
avoid a crisis and make the
transition less stressful.

If you answer “yes” to
several of the following
questions, it may be time to
start exploring other care
options.

JIM MILLER

Savvy Senior

Is home care
becoming too
expensive?

Eight to 10 hours of care a
day, seven days a week, can
easily cost $100,000 a year or
more. That’s well above the
median annual cost of a
one-bedroom assisted living
apartment (about $70,000),
though still less than a
private room in a nursing
home (about $128,000),
according to Genworth’s
Cost of Care Survey.

Does she need more
medical care?

If your mother needs
ongoing nursing care or

frequent medical monitor-
ing, a nursing home may be
the better choice. If she
mainly needs help with daily
activities, assisted living may
be enough.

Is she falling,
forgetting medications
or going to the
hospital more often?

Frequent falls, medication
mistakes and repeated hospi-
talizations are often signs
that living at home is becom-
ing unsafe.

Does she have
dementia?

Wandering, confusion or
unsafe behaviors can make
home care increasingly diffi-
cult. Memory care communi-
ties provide a secure envi-
ronment and  specially
trained staff.

Does it take two
people to help her?

If she needs two people to
assist with transfers, bathing
or toileting, both the cost
and safety risks of home care
rise significantly.

Is her home still safe?

Stairs, narrow bathrooms
and the lack of features like
grab bars or a walk-in shower
can increase the risk of falls.
Home modifications may
help, but they aren’t always
enough.

Is she isolated or
neglecting personal
care’

Loneliness, poor nutri-
tion, weight loss, or neglect-
ing bathing and grooming
can all signal that she needs
more support than can
realistically be provided at
home.

Is caregiving
overwhelming?

If you're constantly wor-

ried, sleep-deprived or
neglecting your own health,
it may be time to consider a
higher level of care. Planning
ahead gives your family more
choices and helps avoid
making an important deci-
sion during a medical emer-
gency.

Keep in mind that Medi-
care generally doesn’t pay for
long term stays in assisted
living or nursing homes. It
only covers limited skilled
nursing care after a qualify-
ing hospital stay. Under-
standing what Medicare cov-
ers and what it doesn’t can
help you avoid costly sur-
prises.

If you're unsure what level
of care your mother needs,
an Aging Life Care profes-
sional (aginglifecare.org) can
assess her situation and
recommend appropriate
options. An initial assess-
ment can cost $300 to $800
or more. You can also use a
senior care advising service
like A Place for Mom
(aplaceformom.com), which
provides free guidance
because it is compensated by
participating care communi-
ties.

To research facilities, visit
Caring.com. For Medicare-
certified nursing homes, use
Medicare’s Care Compare
tool at Medicare.gov/care-
compare. You can also con-
tact your local long-term
care ombudsman (Itcombuds-
man.org) to learn about
complaints or quality con-
cerns involving facilities
you're considering.

The best time to choose a
care community is before a
crisis forces the decision,
giving your mother more
choices and your family
greater peace of mind.

Send your senior questions to:
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443,
Norman, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org.  Jim  Miller is a
contributor to the NBC Today show

and author of “The Savvy Senior”
book.

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

By Mary White
After Paul had seen the vision, we got
ready at once to leave for Macedonia,
concluding that God had called us to preach
the gospel to them.
Acts 16:10
The Rev. David Banks continued his
series “The Promise to the World” with a
message titled “The Long Obedience” with
scripture text taken from Acts. Paul didn’t
know what waited for him in Macedonia but
he knew what it was to be faithful. He simply
took the next step. Have you experienced
God’s call through the voices of friends or
through gut feelings?
Everyone is invited to

the

Emory

Methodist Women’s Spaghetti Luncheon on
Friday, October 9, from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The cost is
$10.00 a plate. Come for the food and stay
for the fellowship. Proceeds goes to a variety
of missions they support throughout the year.

On Monday, October 12, is the Widow/
Widower’s meeting at Sidekick’s Bar & Grill
at 10:00 a.m.

Birthday wishes go to Margaret McNear
and Stephen Smith.

Pray for Sue Nichols, Vickie Pierce, Dawn
Woods, the family of Josie Bohannan, and
Jenkins Franklin and family.

Enjoy this cooler weather and the
wonderful rain we received.

Obituaries

Josie Cheyenne Bohannan
1997 -

Funeral services for Josie
Cheyenne Bohannan, 29, of Alba,
were held on October 8, at 11:00
a.m., at Amazing Grace Fellow-
ship Church, Alba, with Bro.
Byron George officiating.

Ms. Bohannan died on October
2, 2026, in Alba. She was born on
July 21, 1997.

She was a lifelong resident of
Alba and a beloved daughter,
mother, sister, aunt and friend and her
greatest loves were her two children, Amari,
9, and Waylon, 1, both of Alba. She shared
a special and unbreakable bond with her
Poppa, who was her number one person. She
had a big heart and loved having a good

2026

time.

Ms. Bohannan is survived by
her son, Waylon Earle of Alba;
daughter, Amari Bohannan of
Alba; brothers, Dustin Bohannan
and wife Casey of Alba, and
Jaydyn Bohannan of Emory; sister,
Jessica Hollingshead and husband
Cainan of Emory; grandparents,
Danny Bohannan of Alba and
Mary Clanton and husband Lynn
of Quitman; and numerous other relatives
and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents,
Vince Bohannan and Amy Weems; and
grandmother, Janiece “Big Mama” Bohan-
nan.

Gregory Russell Guest

1997 -

2026

Funeral services for Gregory
Russell Guest, 29, of Alba, will be
held on Saturday, October 10, at
11:00 a.m., at Amazing Grace
Fellowship Church, Alba, with
Bro. Byron George officiating.

Mr. Guest died on October 2,
2026. He was born on June 7,
1997, in Mt. Pleasant. i

Scout Russell Guest, both of Alba;
grandparents, Donna White, Jean
Hickman, Steve Gilmore, Annette
Houtz and Jeanie Guest; brothers,
John David Houtz, Jr. and wife
Lindsey of Lewisburg, Penn., and
Chase Houtz of Mineola; sisters,
Madison Nicole Smith and
husband Landon of Alba, Kara

He grew up in Alba and was a
graduate of Alba-Golden High
School. He made an impression on everyone
he met and never met a stranger. He had a
way of making people feel welcome. He
loved life, loved helping others, and loved
his family.

He enjoyed being outdoors and could
often be found hunting or fishing. But
nothing compared to the love he had for his
two sons, Sawyer and Scout. Being their
father was one of the greatest joys of his life,
and he treasured every moment with them.

Mr. Guest is survived by his parents, Stevi
and John Houtz of Alba, and Jim Bob Guest
of Detroit; sons, Sawyer Wayne Guest and

Houtz of Milton, Penn., Emily
Houtz of Mineola, and Annie
Guest of Elk City, Okla.; special aunts and
uncles, Taylor Hickman of Golden and Mark
and Danielle Houtz of Trevorton, Penn.; and
numerous other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his
grandfather, Jimmy “Pop” Guest; and
great-grandparents, “Poppy Do” and “Nana
P »

The family will receive friends on Friday,
October 9, from 6:00-8:00 p.m., at
Wilson-Bartley Funeral Home.

Services are under the direction of
Wilson-Bartley Funeral Home, Alba.

Sandra “Sandy” Kay Vondersaar, 80,
passed away on October 3, 2026.
Known lovingly as “My Beautiful Girl”
to her husband of 54 years, John Earl
Vondersaar, Sandy lived a life defined
by love, family, friendship, generosity,
and her extraordinary gift for bringing
people together.

Family was Sandy’s everything. She
was a devoted mother to John and his
wife Laurie, and Steve and his wife
Jenn, and a proud and loving grand-
mother to her six grandchildren,
Addison, Isabelle, Jackson, Violet,
Reed, and Scarlett. Her love will always
remain a part of them.

Sandra Kay Vondersaar
1946-2026

Sandy’s love for Jesus is immense.
She knows that we will all be reunited
in Heaven.

A private family ceremony celebrat-
ing Sandy’s life will be held at a later
date.

The family asks donations be made in
loving memory of Sandy Vondersaar to
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Please visit https://www.stjude.org/
and click Donate Now. Check the box
that says “dedicate your gift in honor or
memory,” and enter Sandy Vondersaar
in the dedication name box so her love
and memory can help others.

Paid obituary
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METHODISTCHURCH

We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks

456 Texas St.
One Block from the Square

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 « EmoryMC.org

Pastor: Robert Burns 11
Church: 903-473-3238

MIRACLE FAITH Pilgrims Rest _

BAPTIST CHURCH | | Baptist Church Point

(Independent) 1140 FM 2964, Emory Church of

820 SH 276 « Emory Christ
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. Sunday School......9:45 a.m. Bible Classes 9:00am.
wz;st:\llp Service 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship..11:00 a.m. Wors_hip Serviﬁiep 1((5)88 Sm
.Night Youth ~ 5:30 p.m. i ; ) Evening Wors :00 p.m.
Wed. Night Service  6:30 S.m. Evening WOrship... S0 BM. | fweq. Eve. Service 700 p-m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Everyone welcome!

Richard Kellam
www.pointchurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett

Hwys 515 & 779
2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

Baptist Clanch
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church
Rev. Michael Ledesma

551 East FM 2795
903-473-5116
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Visit stjohnemory.org for
Mass times.

From Brookshires, go east

1.2 miles. Turn right onto
FM 2795

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night ~ 7:00 p.m.

nursery available

HWY. 275, 3 miles south
of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 « 903-459-3219

Wed. Bible Study

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. « P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2658

Sunday Bible Classes
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ~ 6:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

FIRST
* BAPTIST
CHURCH

e POINE, T X

9:45am. ........ Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220

www.fbcpoint.com

9:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

|

Sunday,
Sunday Morning

Small Groups 9:15am

Morning Worship
Evening Worship

6:30 pm

//:\\
MORY
@BAPTIST BTN

Dz, Hedles Interim Pastor
Chris) Minister of Music & Senior Adults
Bommie WA Minister of Youth & Education

10:30am

(D 7@&%//4/@
Corner Of North & Planters
Downtown Emory

903-473-3357
EmoryBaptist.org

Wednesday,
‘Wednesday Worship
(Adults, Youth, Children)

6:30pm

MorningWorship .... 10:30 a.m.

www.bbcemory.org

0
Believers' ¢=22

/
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School ......... 9:15a.m.  Adult Bible Study ..... 6:00 p.m.
Student Ministry ...... 6:00 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen - Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Love God. Love people. Make disciples.

Q 2130 W US Hwy 69

& thechapelcc.com

€ 903-500-7273

ﬁ /clarkschapelcogemorytx

Scan to

CHAPEL *

Following Jesus! #lovefrst
COME AND SEE

Sundays 10:45am
Wednesdays 7pm

- Fellowship meal 6pm
Saturday Night Prayer 6pm
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Classified

473-2653

=== CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
5:00 P.M. TUESDAY

Good Samaritan's
Thrift/Clothes store will
be open Saturdays in
October from 8 am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open Mon.-Wed., 8
am -12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
— 12 pm on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our wide
selection of RV Parts
and Accessories. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-

473-8788.

GARAGE SALES

Lake Fork Country

Club Estates Neigh-
borhood Garage Sale,
Oct. 17 & 18, 8am- ?,
FM 2946, Emory.

Emory Self Storage,
Hwy. 69S, 410 E.

MCKENZIE LAKE
WORKS. Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001. Steel/metal
bldgs. & home remod-
eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

HOOTEN'’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

DODSON AND SONS
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more.
903-259-8541. For
plumbing needs call
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

G&G GRAVEL. All
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett
903-268-6910.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates.
903-521-8506, free

estimates.

HOOTEN’S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree trimming &
removal, retaining
walls, irrigation systems.
L1 0019094. 903-473-
8706, 903-474-4402.

LEGACY TREE SERVICE.
www.TheWilsonLegacy.
com 903-455-1587.
Insured, credit cards,
appointments. We spe-
cialize in high risk
removals. Trimming,
Removals, Stumps.

HOOTEN’'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimming/
removal. Credit cards,
insured. LI0019094.
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS ISD.
Visit www.rainsisd.org
and click on Apply Now
to view current open-
ings and submit an
online application.
Health insurance avail-
able for eligible full-time
employees. RAINS ISD
is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

Rains ISD is seeking a
Certified HVAC Techni-
cian. Applicants must
hold a valid HVAC
certification. Benefits
available for eligible
full-time employees.
Apply online at

wWww.rainsisd.org or
call 903-473-2222,
ext. 4144 for more
information.

473-2633

PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY

CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
offce, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
question.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM

City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
offce located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is
available to the property in
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL
PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

Lennon. Now offering als@rainscountyleader.com EAST TAWAKONI
cl i.magtgécg‘i r9°1' |5€od Monthly Business Directories: WATER SYSTEM
805.348.5456. " ¥y % ; Shopping The City of East Tawakoni

understands that property is

+ Service & Repair

+ Food sometimes  sold  with  the

P * Agriculture representation that water is

PARTS 4-PLUS available to the property from
A — the City of East Tawakoni water

system. Such is not always the
case, and the City of East
Tawakoni urges any prospective
buyer to verify with the City of
East Tawakoni at 288 Briggs
Blvd., East Tawakoni, Texas, or
call 903-447-2444 that water is
in fact available at the particular

BUY IT?
SELLIT!?
FIND IT?

595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440

903-473-2950
903-473-3657

BFD

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Piwy, Emory

FIRM NO: 10194233 For information, tract in question.
call 903-473-2653
L.L. Spencer Real Estate | | WPOKY
“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959 - koot b T
[214B1]3[ 7157619 INVITATION TO BIDDERS
5[3/7161819]2[1[4
Don R. Spencer (owner/Broker) z Sealed bids will be received by Bright Star-Salem SUD for the construction
903-473-2225 ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ of the
FADIr4 L nE AL i1 CR3380 Plant No. 2 GST Rehabilitations at the office of Velvin & Weeks
‘Ju_dy Moody - 214-536-3214 41811] .9..7.% 61213 Consulting Engineers, Inc who’s physical and mailing address is 930
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535 g ; g g % ) ; g ‘13 E Corsicana St. until 2:00 pm on October 26, 2026 and then publicly
LLSpencerRealEstate.com 8[1[4|719[6]3[5[2]| | ©pened and read aloud.
Project will include, but not limited to the following:
LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION + Install new coating systems on the interior and exterior surfaces of

two existing 60K gallon ground storage tanks and miscellaneous repairs.
Bid Security, Performance and Payment Bonds shall be as set forth in
the INSTRUCTIONS FOR BIDDERS. Plans, Specifications, and Bidding
Documents may be obtained from the office of the Engineer:

Velvin & Weeks Consulting Engineers, Inc.

930 East Corsicana Street

Athens, Texas 75751

903-675-3903

Bright Star-Salem SUD reserves the right to reject any or all bids

and to waive any formalities. No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60
days after the actual bid opening date.
Bright Star-Salem SUD
(OWNER)

FOREIGN h @ DOMESTIC
TRANSMISSION

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls » Clutches = Sealed Jobs » Filter & Fluid Changes —
Visit www.cbtw.com for

B Y REEDY 201 M, Qurien - 03-3564900 - Mo Fri 610 50 (RSP | | all your banking needs

Look Twice - Save A Life.

Motorcycles are everywhere!

TAWAKONI FENCE
COMPANY

s
7 David Lemons T
Owner

Over 30 Years Experience

Chainlink - Welded Pipe
Farm & Ranch » Wood
Ornamental lron
Wood & Metal Awnings

D&D Dozer
Ponds & Lakes

Land Clearing
Dirt & rock hauling

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

DRIVEWAYS
) HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS [

CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS ?&
AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

P.O BOX 455 EMORY, TEXAS 75440

EEE TRIPLE E ELECTRIC

Carports - Decks Drivewavs
Metal Buildings . . , Y
Free Bstlmates Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems ED EMIG (903) 473-2915 House Pads

President FAX (903) 473-2027

Email: edemigihotmail.com

903-447-2093
Lone Gak

DEGKS & OUTDOOQ
%LIVING SPACES u.c

Over 20 Years' Experience (903) 473-3899
4450 FM 515, Emory,, TX 75440 Installer's License | & License 2

<\l @i

903-438-6603

» Gutter
(':I\ Helmet

NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN"

Randy Sain, Owner

= Handles the heaviest - Eliminates clogged gutters
. * Custom Car Ports ; wind and rain » Lifetime Guarantea
® Enpon:Tlecks * Patio Covers wisaleya {.'_rl.Lt1-c.L'-i * Helps prevent mold, rot * Professionally installed
* Perpolas + Boat Docks

= Outdoor Kitchen and insect infestation

IH+YEARS EXPERIENCE IN HOME IMPROVEMENT

(903) 763-5053

email: gutierfelmet 3 7@ vineil com
www.decksandoutdoorlivingspaces com
www.facebook.com/decksandoutdoorlivingspaces

1067 Hwy. 37 Bldg B @'*Gutterl e

Quitman, TX 75783 PREVER CLEAN YORR (T FEREAGH

10% senior discount
5% Veteran discount

Decks & Outdoor Living Spaces
1067 Hwy. 37 ® Quitman, Texas
email: gurterhelmet 37 vmail .com
www facebook. com /decksandoutdoorlivingspaces
903-763-5053 » www.decksandoutdoorlivingspaces.com

Building Supply

Downtown Alba

903-765-2770 or 2773
Fax 903-765-9045

Lumber and
Building Materials

Visit us online: rainscountyleader.com
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RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

Wildcats fall to the Tigers

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

-

Wildcat Chris Montano (4) goes toe-to-toe with the Tiger ball carrier as they meet in the
backfield during the 57-2 district loss to Malakoff on Friday night, October 2.

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcat varsity
football team lost to the
Malakoff Tigers, 57-2, on the
road on Friday night, Octo-
ber 2, in a District 7-3A-1
contest.

The Wildcats pulled off
another block of an extra
point this season when
sophomore Kaleb Slaymaker
batted down the kick and
junior Zachary Drummond
ran it to the Wildcat end
zone for two points.

Rains took advantage of
holes in the Malakoff sec-
ondary for 126 yards, while
the running game was held
to 84 yards.

Senior Jabari  Shields
fought for 46 yards on nine
carries, and junior Devin
Hamilton managed 23 yards
on nine carries.

Junior Major Wallace
completed 8 of 20 passes for
126 yards in the game, but
was intercepted three times.

Junior Adam Colson was
the main target as he caught
five passes for 99 yards, while
sophomore Cash Dale was
held to two catches for 20
yards.

Drummond led the
defense with six tackles.
Senior Brodie Aguilar, junior
Jasdeep Dhesi, sophomore
Derek Toliver, sophomore
Cooper Combs and sopho-
more Chris Montano had
three tackles each.

Malakoff received the
opening kickoff, opened with
a 4l-yard pass play and
scored three plays later on a
16-yard touchdown pass to
open the scoring. Rains 0,
Malakoff 7.

Rains started deep in their
own territory at the eight-
yard line. The first run lost a
yard, but a pass for 11 yards
scored a first down. A
penalty set them back and
after three plays, they
punted.

The Tiger offense needed
five plays to move the ball 56
yards for a rushing touch-
down of nine yards. Rains 0,
Malakoff 14.

An indication of how the
night would bounce came on
the Wildcat’s next posses-
sion as the throw downfield
by Wallace bounced off the
helmet of the intended
receiver and into the arms of
the trailing Tiger defender
for an interception.

Malakoff moved inside
the 20-yard line in two plays,
but the Rains defense
notched two tackles for
losses. An incompletion
forced the Tigers to attempt
a 37-yard field goal that
sailed wide left.

The Wildcat offense
started the next drive with
runs of 10 yards and 13
yards, but a holding penalty
on a pass play backed the
team up. Four plays later,
another pass fell incomplete
and the ball was turned over
on downs.

Malakoff completed a pass
of 33 yards and a 16-yard
touchdown pass to complete
the two-play drive. Rains 0,
Malakoff 21.

Rains was held to a
three-and-out, while the
Tiger offense scored in three
plays with a 44-yard touch-
down pass. Rains 0, Malakoff
28.

Another three-and-out by
the Wildcats gave Malakoff
the opportunity to score
again in three plays. The
Rains defense blocked the
extra point and returned it
for a score to get on the
board. Rains 2, Malakoff 34.

On the next drive, Wal-
lace had an incompletion
and a 2l-yard pass play.
Unfortunately, his next pass
was intercepted by a Tiger
defender and returned for a
touchdown. Rains 2,
Malakoff 41.

Before the half, the Rains
offense moved the ball 29

yards in nine plays before
punting.

Malakoff had three plays
before Combs sacked the
Tiger quarterback as the half
came to an end.

The Wildcats began the
second half with an 18-yard
run, a 28-yard pass and a
six-yard run, but a sack set
them back. They turned the
ball over on downs two plays
later.

The Tigers got their only
big gain on the ground with
a 66-yard touchdown run.
Rains 2, Malakoff 48.

The Rains offense started
with a run of three yards and
a pass for 23 yards. Another
interception ended the drive.

Malakoff was held to a
three-and-out and punted
for the first time that night.

The Wildcats gained a
yard on the ground but a
throw downfield was inter-
cepted.

The Tigers used a
methodical eight-play, 65-
yard drive to run the cloc
down before scoring from
one yard out. Rains 2,
Malakoff 55.

The second team Wildcat
offense took the field and
were pushed back five yards
in three plays. The snap to
the punter went over his
head and out of the back of
the end zone for a safety.
Rains 2, Malakoff 57.

After the rare free kick,
the Tiger offense was held to
a yard in three plays and
punted.

The Wildcats ran three
more plays before the clock
expired. Rains 2, Malakoff
57.

The Rains Wildcats fall to
1-1 in District 7-3A-1 and
3-3 for the season.

They will take on the Mt.
Vernon Tigers on Friday
night, October 9, at Wildcat
Stadium with kickoff sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Gunning for some yards, Wildcat Major Wallace (6) slings it to an open receiver for a first
down during the district loss to the Malakoff Tigers, 57-2, on October 2 in Malakoff.

50 years ago this week

Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives

Thursday, October 7, 1976

Clean-Up Week
October 18-22

The Rains Flower & Gar-
den Club is sponsoring a
city-wide clean-up campaign
to begin on Monday, October
18th.

We are looking forward to
having a clean city, and with
the cooperation of everyone,
it can be accomplished.

A schedule has been
worked out and will be sent
to businesses and individual
workers.

Provisions will be made for
the litter collected during the
week to be carried to the city
dump.

“Fall Spectacular”
Nov. 7 Flower, Art &
Craft Show

The Rains Flower & Gar-
den Club, in cooperation
with the Rains County Art
League and the Women's
Service Club, will present
“Fall Spectacular,” a flower,
art and craft show on Sunday
afternoon, Nov. 7, in the
Rose Community Center.
The hours will be 1 p.m. to 5
p.m.

These three clubs strive to
bring beauty and service to
our community. In this, our
4th annual show, we will
combine our talents to pro-
duce a beautiful show and an
enjoyable afternoon for the
public.

Flower Show Chairman,
Hazel Cooper; Art League
Chairman, Nancy Wilson;
Service Club Chairman,
Vonnie Bryant; Committee
members: Publicity, Kathleen
Becknell; Hospitality, Melba
Billiard, Frances S. Waillis,
Kay Chastain; Hostess &
Register, Jewell Cooper,
Linda Terry, Darchin Cooke,
Doris Bentley; Historical
Table, Jeri Whitten, Mollie
Shelton, Rubye McKeown;
Entries & Staging, Edith
Varnon, Vonnie Bryant,
Nancy  Wilson,  Hazel
Cooper, Rubye McKeown,
Frank Sisk and Phillip Kerr.

Attention: O.E.A.
Selling Mums for
Homecoming

For your convenience,
Rains High School Office
Education Assoc. will be
taking orders for Homecom-
ing Mums (from Rains Flower
Shop) beginning on Monday,
October 11th, thru Monday,
October 18th. Flowers will be
delivered to you at the school

on Friday, October 22 during
5th period or may be picked
up at the high school office
until 3:30 p.m. that day.

The base cost for the
Homecoming Mums will be
$3.50. This includes the
flower and the ribbons with
one ribbon saying “Home-
coming.” Other additional
ribbons may be decorated at
a charge of 10¢ per letter.
Also, bells, helmets and
footballs may be added at a
cost of 25¢ each.

So, support the local
flower shop, the school, the
Office Education Assoc. and
especially the Wildcat team
by placing your orders with
OEA.

Fund for Spence
Family Opened at 1st
State Bank

A fund to assist the Roy
Lee Spence family has been
opened in the First State
Bank of Point, Mrs. Audrey
McKee has reported.

The  Spences  were
involved in a car wreck and
three members injured seri-
ously. They are all improved,
tho hospital expense has
been a big thing. Any contri-
bution would be appreciated.

Rains Riding Club
Open Playday 9th

The Rains Riding Club
will have an Open Playday
Oct. 9 at 7:30 p.m.

Events will be: stakes,
cloverleaf barrels, straight-
away barrels, and speed race
as the special event.

First-place prize, second-
thru sixth-place ribbons,
high-point and club trophy
will be given.

The concession stand will
be open. Everyone welcome.
Gate admission is free.

Wednesday Session of
Commissioners’ Court

A special session of the
Rains County Commission-
ers’ Court was held on Wed.,
Sept. 29th, for the purpose of
discussing the bookkeeping
system of the county with
Walter Metcalf of the Ernst
& Ernst Accounting firm.
After much discussion it was
agreed for Mr. Metcalf to
start the new system and he
began at once to work with
Allie Ruth Harris, the county
treasurer.

It was on the agenda to
discuss and take action on
the proposed new jail site and
service centers for the com-

missioners but this was passed
over because the commis-
sioners felt this should be
brought before the full court,
Commissioner Tab North-
cutt being absent. This will
be on the agenda for the
October session.

Sheriff’s Office Report

During the past week the
sheriff's office reported one
runaway girl from Lewisville
was held in Sulphur Springs
for the Lewisville authorities;
two were arrested for carrying
a prohibited weapon; five for
public intoxication; and one
driving while intoxicated.

Point Co-op Gin
Season Starts

The Point Co-Op Gin has
had 17 bales weighed in
Monday morning. The first
bale, weighing 550 pounds,
was brought in by Monroe &
Bobby Hooten.

Lake Tawakoni Bass
Club Holds

Tournament

The Lake Tawakoni Bass
Club is hosting its VII
Annual Six Man Invitational
Tournament to be held on
October 23-24 at Cedar Cove
Landing, Lake Tawakoni. We
are giving a first place, total
weight, a Kingfisher 156 Bass
Rig and various other indi-
vidual prizes. Also to be
awarded will be five six-man
team trophies; individual Big
Bass Trophy for Saturday and
Sunday; and Big Bass Trophy
for the women for the Tour-
nament; and Sportsmanship
Trophy.

There will be a $10 entry
fee per person this year. We
have been written up in the
Bass Clubber Magazine as
one of the top three bass
tournaments in the State of
Texas along with the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Tournament,
Lake Livingston, and the
Texoma Bass Club Tourna-
ment, Lake Texoma. Three
hundred eighteen persons
fished last year’s invitational.
We are giving away approxi-
mately $4,000 in prizes and
trophies.

Hope to see all of you at
the tournament.

skeskesk

The Rains County Leader
tries to include a little bit of
everything in each issue. For
those who enjoy finding
errors, we included some of
those as well.
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(¥ Heavy-duty frames

{E‘::- Smooth, powerful perfermance
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Stop by today to see for yourself!

HOOTEN'S HARDWARE

HWY. 69 N. - 903-473-8788 - HOOTENSTEEL NET
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