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Commissioners discuss budget, set road use agreement with Majewski Storage
By CHUCK FITTS final adjustments before it is adopted. ployees and made no changes during the  to be used during construction of a bat-
Rains County Leader staff Rains County Judge Brent Hilliard meeting. They did make adjustments to  tery storage facility on Rains County

The Rains County Commissioners
Court discussed and made adjustments
to the proposed budget for the county
and approved a road use agreement with
Majewski Storage during the regular
meeting on Thursday, August 27.

At the end of the meeting, the com-
missioners began a budget workshop to
go over the proposed budget and make

noted that even though the total prop-
erty value in the county was around
$3.2 billion, the county could only tax
$1.7 billion. With the proposed tax rate,
the county would see an increase to the
county budget of $579.830 with a ma-
jority of that increase going to pay raises
for county employees.

The court discussed a proposed 4-per-
cent salary increase for all county em-

the District Clerk budget, added sup-
plies to the human resource depart-
ment, and moved some of the budgeted
money in the road and bridge depart-
ment from the contractor line item to
cover new equipment lease agreements.

Road 3410.

The resolution called for a $100,000
hond to be purchased so the roads can
be returned to the county road stan-
dards once construction is complete.
The resolution was unanimously ap-

RAINS COUNTY

The commissioners were presented a  proved.
resolution for a road use agreement and The court considered a resolution
performance bond with Majewski Stor-
age, LLC. The agreement set the roads see COURT on page 2
POINT

Liquidation of city
assets, city secretary
tops agenda

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains Courty Leader staff

Rains County, Emory issue burn bans

The Point City Council held a special
meeting on Wednesday, August 26, to list
property for sale, appoint a city secretary and
adjust salaries in the city budger.

During the meeting, the council discussed
listing all city-owned properties for sale to
generate money to pay the debts of the Ciry
of Point. The properties discussed included
the current city hall, the old city hall, the city
barn, the community center and the extra
land beside the city library and storm shelter.

Point Ciry Mavor Angela Nelson stated
that listing the properties does not mean the
council would accept any offer presented. A
motion was made and unanimously ap-
proved to list all city properties except for the
Point Community Cenrer.

sea POINT on page 2

F6TH RAINS COUNTY FAIR
Rains County Fair set
for September 15-19

From Staff Reports
Rains County Leader staff

Leader photo by TREY HILL

Marcel Telders, a member of the Emory Volunteer Fire Department, monitors the water level while Fire Chief Darren Renshaw
operates the tanker’s valves during the refilling of a brush truck Monday afterncon, August 31. The department was watering
down the site of several grass fires that occurred Sunday, August 30, along FM 514,

The Rains County Fair Association will
host the 96th Annual Rains County Fair
September 15-19 at the Rains County Fair-
grounds, with five days of pageants, livestock
shows, contests, a parade, carnival rides and
live music.

“The annual Fair offers something for ev-
eryone of all ages,” Fair Association Presi-
dent Kelly Robbins wrote in her welcome let-
ter, inviting the community to “kick up your
heels and have some Fair fun.” Robbins said
proceeds from the Fair fund maintenance
and future improvements to the fairgrounds.

Gates open Tuesday through Friday from
5:00 to 10:00 p.m., and Saturday from 4:00
p.m. to midnight. Day tickets are $5, season
tickets $20, with children 4 and under free
and seniors 65 and up admitted free Tuesday

By CHUCK FITTS
Raing Caunty Leader staff

Tawakoni and Point had not been an-
nounced as of press time.

According to numbers from the Na-
tional Weather Service, Rains County
has endured over two weeks of tem-
a 25-foot cleared radius, fire suppres-  peratures over the century mark while
sion and fire watch up to 30 minutes  the last recorded rainfall was August
atter work completion. LR

Violation of the burn ban is a Class
C misdemeanor punishable by a fine
up to $500. A person who sets a fire
that escapes containment may be li-
able for the cost of property damage
and suppression costs.

The burn ban for Rains County is
effective on all the unincorporated ar-
eas of the county, and the City of
Emory ban is effective within the city
limits, Burn bans for the City of East

are allowed if flames are contained, at-
tended at all times and an extinguisher
or charged water hose is readily avail-
able,

Welding and other hot work require

Rains County and the City of Emory
have announced that a ban on all out-
door burning is in effect based on the
recommendation of the Texas A&M
Forest Service.

A public notice on the burmn ban
from Rains County Judge Brent
Hilliard was posted and became effec-
tive on Monday, August 31. The City
of Emory burn ban was announced
and started on Tuesday, September 1.

The bans prohibit the burning of
household trash, brush, yard waste,
leaves, stumps and construction debris
in burn barrels, fire pits or open areas.

Cooking on grills, smokers and pits

Ta remain in effect, the burm ban
for the county must be approved by
the Rains County Commissioners
Court within seven days of the public
notice. The court will hold a special
meeting on Friday, September 4, to
consider the matter.

If you have any questions, contact
the Rains County Judge's office at 903-
473-5028 or the Ramns County Fire
Marshall at 972-358-9165.

see FAIR on page 3

SPOTLIGHT
Denita Young has sponsored Rains County Beauty Pageants since 1995

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leadar cantributor

The first Miss Rains County Fair
Queen was selected in 1935 when the
pageant stage was nothing more than a
flatbed trailer. Cay Frances House and
Jan Stone transformed the long-standing
contest into what is now known as Miss
Rains County, and they elevated the pro-
fessionalism and visibility of the event.
Other pageant chairmen served after the
two ladies stepped down, and in 1994
Fair President David Traylor and County
Extension Agent Kenneth Neinast asked
Denita Young to take on the role of
Pageant Chairman. She said that it wasa
role that quickly proved to be larger than
one person could manage and she asked

her. After Karen stepped down, Wendy
Thurman stepped in as chairman for the
Little Girls Pageants, and Kate Potts re-
cently assumed leadership of that divi-
SI00L.

“During my first year with the
pageants, it rained,” said Young. “We
later built a cover for the stage, and the
Fair Association has been very goad
about making improvements. During the
first year | did the pageant by myself with
some helpers.”

A scholarship to the winner of the
Miss pageant has previously been offered
in the amount of $1000. This year the
scholarship will be increased o $1,500,
plus the fair board will add $1,000 for a
total of $2,500. Also new this year, first
runner-up receives $700 and second run-

pageants are Tiny, Wee, Petite, Little,
Junior and Miss Rains County, Once the
winning contestants are crowned, they
immediately step into community service
roles including participation in the Rains
County Fair Parade, assisting with the
Livestock Show and Sale and supporting
the Chili Cook-Off. Additionally, Miss
Rains County must choose a community
service project that serves the county.
She has to commit at least 10 hours to
that project.

The Junior and Miss Rains County
Pageants take place Wednesday, Sep-
tember 16, at 8:00 p.m. Tiny, Wee, Pe-
tite and Little Miss Rains County
Pageants will take place Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, at 6:00 p.m. The current Miss

¥ Miss Raing C oy

her sister-in-law, Karen Young, to help ner-up receives $500. The groups in the see SPOTLIGHT on page 3 Denita Young
City Girl: Jody I?yer.' Wildcat —
School Jerry Seinfeld’s Sports Wed., Aug.26 ... 0.05 in.
Lunches Favorite... Loty Rogr o
7llg3 573 g4 7400y aage 10 Yearto date . G . /. 24.48 in.
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nunity outhe
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues, & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.m., open meetings

Emaory Methadist Church
Fellowship Hall. Farinfo call 203
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m.,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
M. Houston 5t, Bdgewood, 903-
89467270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
Ath Man., 5:15 pm, 215 N,
Duffy 5t., Emory, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Saturday
T:00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE - Mon_, 7:00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - evary
Wednesday, 9:00 am., 255
Daklaaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 15t and
3rd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charros in Emory. Call for
information $03-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri.,
10:00 a.m.-1.2:00 p.m., 10830
FM 514, Emaory, 703-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs.,
1:00 p.m., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
st Thurs., 11:30 a.m., wim:
lakacountryneighbors. com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - 2nd Tues, 1-3
p.m. 9483 W. FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnshora Gun Club, Winnshom
T¥. Sue Parrish

F03-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues,, 6:30 p.m.
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fark
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs., 6:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Mon.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
15t Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Centar, 903-269-
446

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of gach month
e am.

Emaory Yolunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB -

15t Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Jan., Mar., May, July, Sep., Nov,,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - 4th Mon,, 5:30 pm.,
Febr., Apr., June, Sug., Oct.,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
apen 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &

Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
Ird Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
- July 31 & Oct. 30, &:30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a,m.-noomn,
203-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN NEED, INC. -
A Battered Women's Sheler
Call $03-455-4612 ar
Q03-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jrd Tues, 7200 pom,
East Tawakani City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues,, 7:00 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues,, 6:45 pm,,
Paint City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every manth,
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dth Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 15D SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building.

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

3rd Monday, 6:30 p.m,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon., Tues, and Thurs,, B:00 a.m. -
5:00 prm, 110 £ North 5t
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 903-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Qpen Mon-Fri. 7 am-4 pm,
903-473-5099 or 5008

TA
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Good Samaritans
temporary hour

change

The Rains Counry Good
Samatitan Clothes Shop will
be closed Sarurday, Sept. 3,
and Monday, Sepr. T for
Labor D:l'lc. There will he N
FOOD DISTRIBUTTION o
Monday, Sept. 7.

Election workers

needed

The Rains County Elec-
tions office is critically short
of  both Democrar and
Republican election workers,
Dedicated workers who are
American citizens Are
needed. Call the elections
office if you are interested in
joining the Election Workers
Team in Rains County, at
Q0347 3-5004,

Build conf

American Legion
Breakfast Sat.,
Sept. 12

Rabk Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #1536
will hold a breakfast buffer
on Saturday, September 12,
from T:00-10:00 am. ar the
Post home at 215 N. Dufly
St in Emory. Takeouts are
offered. Payment is by dona-
tion, which goes wowards the
upkeep of the home and for
vererans' projects.

Rains 42

E'\.“L“r‘r'l.'!'nl_" (13 'l.'A.'L"lL'Lll'I'H." Cix
play 42 and moon dominos
Thursdays, 6:00-%:00 p.m. in
the Meadows Room at the
Bains County Library. New
and experienced players are
';'r"!."]lli.ﬂ'l".l{.". For more i.!'ifl'll'l'l'i'g'i-'
tion, call Doug King at
903-2658-4021,

idence in

your 401(k) decisions

Many people have a
401{k), or other workplace
retirement plan, but aren't

sure what to

do next.
Yo don't

need to

have it all

figured out,
but a liccle
curiosicy
yi'll..,":‘" i | |_I'|'|_'|L:_
Wy,

I_[‘."ll.'\I are soIme 'i.]'ll.l.".\ll':?t'l.h
b get started. Check avail-
able plan resources or ask
VoL ['l|;|t1 admindstrator ot a
financial professional:

* Iz there an  employer
match, and how much do

I need to contribute to get

all of ir!
= Do I have the oprion o

make Roth contributions!

* What kind of investments
are in the plan, and how
are they different!

Keep two simple ideas in
tningd:
= First, try to contribute at

least encugh to zet the full

l."l'l'll“'l.l.?'p"."l' ['I'I.il.'l'i:l'l il'\'ililill:"‘ll."

under your plan, or you'll

be leaving money on the
table.

= Second, start as early as
you can, even if the
amount feels small. Hav-
mg more time too invest
can increase the porential
benefits of compounding.
You don't have to be an

expert, You just have o get

started.

This content was provided by
Edward Jones for use by Brandon
Bsberrs, vour Edward Jomes financial
whvizor in Emory at 9034731591,

newspapers are less c

that they serve and fur

Studies show that locales with local
report the ins and outs of the communities

truth to their communities.
Support your local newspaper!
The Rains County Leader

orrupt. Local papers

1etion as a beacon of

Edward Jones

Brandon R Roberts
CFP’

Financial Adwisor

152 M Texas St | P O Box 122
Emaory, TX 75440
903-473-1552

MET-SEQ40- 044 AECSFAD

Member SIPC

Holly Wasson

Financial Advisor

132 W Texas 5t | PO Box 1221
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-1592

» edwardjones.com

COURT

Continued from page 1

stating the court rooms that
the Justice of the Peace for
Bains County can use on
Wednesdays  during  the
month, Hilliard stated that
the date and locations were
pever officially  designated
and the resolution would set
both location and date.

The resolution  would
recognize the priority  of
Diisrrict Courr,  County

Court and jury wrials for use
of the court rooms in the
Bains County Courthouse
and the Courthouse Annex
as well as require all court
room scheduling be done
through the Districe Clerk™s
office. It was unanimously
approved.

Tl'l.l." L'I.Tll'l”'ll?‘\-:i'ii'l'l'li"l':i COurt
reviewed and approved a
re-plar of two lots in the
Briar Cliff Estares.

Commissioners approved
a temporary contract of
Brittnay Cooper  as  the
designated representative for
Rains County Environmen-
tal  Services, accepted @
contract with the Texas
Association of Counties
(TAC) for liability insurance
for county vehicles and prop-
ercies  and  ordered the
Mowvembetr General Election
for county officers,

They approved a 31,500
payment  from  the Rains
County Tourism  Board to

Classics on the Square, set
the county's holiday and pay
calendar, sigrned a resolution
for the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant and
accepted into the minures of
the meeting the Continuing
Education Units (CEL} for
Jeremy Cook, Lori Northeurt

and Jim Jones.

In presentations  hefore
the court, David Perkins
talked about Sister Ciries

International. The non-
profit nerwork was founded
by President Dwight I
Eisenhower in 1956 to con-
nect communities in the
LLa with communirties in
over 140 countries. Perkins
stated that his preliminary
work for Bains County had
received mterest from sev-
eral communities including a
city in Poland.

Northeutt recognized and
presented certificates  of
i||:'|]'."ft'|i.'.:ii'||,|l:?['|. [{%] {'li'l'lllﬂ,",.' L"I{"i.:'
tion judges and poll workers
for their work during past
elecrions.

All commissioners were
present for the regular meet-
ing.

The next regular meeting
of the Rains County Com-
missioners Court s sched-
uled for Thursday, Septem-
ber 10, ar 10:00 a.m. in the
courtroom of  the  Rains
County Courthouse.

POINT

Continued from page 1

Council members consid-
ered the appointment of
Tasha Wilk to be the new
city secretary. Melson noted
that Wilk was currently the
temporary city secretary and
had done a good job.

When asked, Wilk said
that she did want the job,
and the council unanimously
approved her appointment
as the City Secretary for the
City of Point.

With the appointment,
the council considered a
salary increase for Wilk and
ather city emplovees. They
noted that Wilk's pay should
be comparable to the same
position in local municipali-
ties.

Council members agreed
to increase her pay to $22/hr
and that all city employees
were [0 gel an increase of
Fl/hr. Additionally,  they
increased the pay of the
water clerk by another §1/M
and changed her title o
Water supervisor,

The council approved the
increase in parbage rates by
$2, stated that the notice of
the increase  would  be
printed on water bills and
planned to make changes o

the garbage service apree-
ment when the contract
comes up for renewal,

MNelson wld the council
that they had met with a
CPA in Tyler that would
consider  helping the ciry
with financial statements,
but stated that the «city
should get a tax attorney o
help with the government.

A tax attorney was recoms-
mended and they would help
the city for $25000 paid
before work began. Council
members unanimously
approved a motion o hire
the tax attomey.

The council approved
advertising for admunistra-
tion and professional services
for the Texas Community
Development Block Grant
program. They tabled =
request for placement of a
cellular  rower since  the
owner was not present and
reviewed updates to the
proposed budget for the city.

The Point City Council
has scheduled rtheir next
regular meeting for Thurs-
day, September 10, ar 6:00
p.im. in the council chambers

of Point Ciry Hall.

Lake
Paysical

Therapy

ver 22 years experience

Paul Bacon, P.T.

medicine injuries, orthopedic surgeries and various
geviatric ailments.

(903) 474-9436

fax (903) 473-3170
903 E. Lennon 5t., 5te 101 = Emory, TX 7544

Now Open 5 Days Per Week

in rehabilitation sports

about how fo play - and good luck!
—

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is te complete the endire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
nurmbar can only be used once in each row, ancs in each column, and onca in
each of the 3x3 boxes. Vit www sudekuofthaday.com for further tips and help
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for future Al

citizens  are

getting underway

above.

move forward.
Project Matador is

and ERCOT
alarm everyone.

(NDA) with

Local impacts of Al data centers

As I write this article a dozen more Al
Data Centers could be approved by the PUC
and ERCOT without any restrictions in
place to ensure that any potential risk to the
public are identified and a viable solution is
shared with thﬂi_})ublic Prior to any ap groval

ata Center projects
PUC and ERCOT without any limitations
on the local impact on the population
surrounding the project made public so
more
knowledgeable about the Eroper procedures
to either accept AlData
them in their own respective communities
until their concerns are publicly addressed.

Prior to development and implementation

Tx Senator District 3 1s Angela Paxton

Tx State Representative for House
District 5 1s Cole Hefner

Artificial Intelligence {machine learning)
Human Intelligence comes from God

Al Data Centers are currently approved
by PUC and ERCOT with limited time for
public comment to occur before receiving
the green light on the project.

Your local government has ver
time to ensure that any potential impacts
will be considered prior to development
breaking ground with PUC and ERCOT
Acceptance of Al Data Center projects to

how important knowledge 1s to ensure that
the public has access to t
processes before they are approved by PUC

Details regarding project Matador should
Research all Non Disclosure Agreements

Applied Digital and become involved
with Responsible Artificial Intelligence
Data center development

FOIA is also another Legal Tool to get
details the public is not aware of.

Marvin Henson Point, Texas
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CITY GIRL

Bv Linda Brendle
In a column in late July, 1
began with a warning that, at
rlm stage in my life, many of
my columns consist at least
in part of memories of days

gone by
This is
another of
those  col-
umns. Sun-
day  morn-

ing, [ saw a
Facebook
exchange
between my
brother Jim
and his old-
est nephew Michael about
school lunches. They were
lamenting the cutting of
funds te a school lunch
program in Oklahoma, and
while I'm sure Michael's
ariginal intent was ro raise
awareness of the situarion,
for me he actually raised
memoties of my own school
lunches  and  ideas  for
another column,

If there were governument
school lunch programs in the
1950 and 60s, | wasn't
aware of them. We either
purchased our lunches at
school or brown-bageed it, |
usually ate in the school
cafeteria during elementary
school. The cost was fifty
cents a day or two dollars for
the week if vou purchased a
lunch card. We had a morn-
ing break during which we
could purchase a small car-
ton of milk for cthree cents,
That may have been subsi-
dized by the dairy industry,
but I don't remember for
sure.

One of my most embar-
rassing moments happened
in  that schoal cafeteria.
During my fourth-grade year
when | was in Brownies, our
troop presented a musical
program  in which [ was
dressed like a Gypsy, Mom,

who was a talented seam-

LINDA ERENDLE

Lawder
carrzipatalent

School Lunches

stress, made my costume — a
long skirt, a  puff-sleeved
blouse, and a vest. [ felt very
exoric in ir, but what does
one do with a Gypsy costume
besides wear it in a play or on

Halloween! Your mom curs
the skirt to knee length and
you wear it to schoal,

[ need to explain one part
of the outfit. Clothing was
much more modest in those
days, and even lictle girls
didn't go out without a slip
or petticoat under their skirt,
My costume was no excep-
tion. It included a crineline
slip that gave the skirt some
shape and made sure no rays
of sunshine penetrated my
skirt, 1 don't know if Mom
had run out of elastic or just
decided not o use it for
some reasorn, but instead of a
step-in parment  with 2
stretchy waistband, my slip
fastened at the waist with a
couple of hooks-and-eyes.
One day when [ had wom
my skirt and slip to school, 1
was walking o the table
carrying my lunch tray when
the hooks gave way and my
slip ended up around my
ankles, Needless to say, [ was
horrified. 1 gathered the
offending undergarment and
ran to my teacher in tears.
She took it, subtly slid it
under her jacket, and told
me to sic down and ear my
lunch. I don't remember if |
ever wore that cutfit again.

In those days, elementary
school went throush sixth
prade, but my school only
had encugh classrooms for
four grades. [ spent my fifth
and sixth grade years in
temporary buildings on the
high school campus. We
didn't have access to a
cafeteria, so I took my lunch
ter school every day, usually
in a brown paper sack. My
mother was one of the few
women | knew who worked
outside the home, and since

she had o leave eatlier than
Draddy, he usually packed my
lunch. We didn't eat much
peanut butter at my house,
but we had a lot of bologna
and pickle loaf - and some
tuna salad sprinkled in now
and then. If we were out of
those, I'd get a sandwich
made from leftover pot roast,
meat loaf, or even b{mmblud
epes and bacon,

Some who grew up with
more sophisticated lunches
and fancy lunch boxes might
think [ was deprived, bur if
we were poor, [ didn't know
it, There was only once when
I remember being embar-
rassed about my lunch, We
were out of small paper bags,
atwd this was before the era of
plastic bags, so Daddy impro-
vised, I took my lunch e
school that day in an empry
Kleenex box, and [ thoughe |
would die of shame!

From my days of meeting
my mentee in the school
cafeteria, it seems that very
few students bring  their
lunch from home these days,
and for those who do, it's
much more complicated.
They have a metal super
hero lunch box with ice
packs o keep their food cool
or a fancy insulated bag. No
tuna  salad  sandwiches
wrapped in waxed paper and
carried in @ paper sack for
these kids! But wsually, if a
student doesn't want o eat
cafeteria food, the solution
seems to be o ask mom o
bring a burger or sub sand-
wich from a nearby fast-food
restaurant. Or based on my
column from two- weeks ago,
they might just have it
delivered by drone.

Lindas Brendle writes & weekly
column for Believers' Baprist Church.
She 5 a published author and also
writes abour caregiving, faith, and
family on her bBlog at hip:www,
Lﬂ.lr -‘!ﬁr{ ?’I:. ATEEIENE, le I'IIJF'Iqlsl. com,
You cam e-mail her  at
LindaBrendleim witha, com.

FAIR

Continued from page 1

from 5:00 to T:00 pom.
Carnival armbands are sold
separately for $30,
Festivities begin early,
with the Chili Cook-OMf
returning to the Courthouse
Square on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, serving the public
at 11:00 am. Entrants cock
on=site using only USDA-
approved meat, competing
for cash prizes up to $200 as
well as People’s Choice and
Best Campsite awards.
Once  the fairgrounds
open  September 15, the
Youth Baked Goods Contest
kicks things off, alongside
free admission for seniors
that evening. Wednesday,
September 16, brings junior
livestock  move-in and
weigh-ing, followed by the
Junior Miss and Miss Rains
County Pageants at 5:00
pon. Thursday features the
Market Steer, Lamb, Goat
and Breeding Heifer shows

starting at 900 aum., and the
Tiny, Wee, Petite and Lirle
biss pageants that evening,

Friday, September 18,
includes  the Marker Pig
Show and  showmanship

contests, followed by the
fat-favorite Mutton Bustin'
Contest ar 7:00 pm. for
riders ages 4-7, plus a free
Sheep Scramble for two
vouth age groups. Live music
and dancing fnliluw.
The Fait’s  final  day,
Sarurday, September 19, is
its fullest: the Youth Floral
Design Contest (themed
“Under the Sea", the down-
town parade ac 10:30 am.,
and the Adult Baked Goods
Contest  judging that
evening, The week builds to
the Junior Livestock Sale at
0:30 p.m., where local 4-H
and FFA members sell their
market animals. The show is
a terminal sale sold
animals become property of

the Fair Association and
cannot be taken home, with
limited exceptions for steers,
Grand  Champion  steer,
lamb, goat and hog owners
each receive $100, with $50
for Reserve Champions, The
sale will stream live on the
Rains County Fair Facebook
page, followed by live music.

The Creative Arts Build-
ing will display entries n
antiques, canned foods, col-
lections, fine  arts, hand-
crafts, horticulture, needle-
work, photography  and
quilting, judged September
10 and open to the public
beginning September 15

Caommercial vendors,
inside and outside, will also
line the fairgrounds through-
out the week.

More information is avail-
able at www. rainscounyfalr.
comm and  on the  Rains
County Fair Facebook page.

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

Rains  County  202%  is
Shavlee Stracener.

“For many years, Rains
15D has partnered with the
pageant by providing facili-
ties for interviews. Last year,
the Women's Service Club
joined the pageant family,
offering the Rose Commu-
nity Center for Junior Miss
andd  Miss  Rains County
interviews and graciously
hosting the Judges Dinner,”
said Young.

Young was a fourth-grade
reacher in Lone Oak for two
years and spent 2001 to 2007
teaching in Rains [SD. In
2007 she went ro work for
Texas A&M Aprilife Exten-
sion as one of the Rains
County Exrension Apents,
providing education in Fam-

ily and Community Healeh,
as well as supporting the 4-H
Program.

In 2019, she moved into
another Agrillife Exrension
role as an Extension Program
Specialist for 4-H Yourth
Development. This position
covers 12 counties in North-
east Texas, including Rains.
She provides contest man-
agement support and profes-
sional deveﬁnpment opporT-
nities to 4-H youth, voelun-
teers, and agents.

“I like giving back to
youth with guidance in my
roles and 1 want to lead,
reach  and  guide,”  said
Young. “Throughout  my
careet, | have had a passion
for  teaching  eriquette
clagses. [ started doing them

at Raind 151 and conrinue
ter do them ar my District
4-H Leadership Camp for
youth across my 22 coun-
ties."

Young graduated from
Texas A&M Commerce
with bachelor's and master’s
degrees in Education. She
belongs to a fourth-penera-
tionn  family  from Rains
County, She and husband,
Scotr, recently celebrated
their 42nd wedding anniver-
sary. They attend Emory
Baptist Church and have
twior davghters. The aldest,
Brocke Dwockery, and her
husband have two children
and  live next door. The
youngest, |aylor Allen, and
her husband have one child
and live in Mason.

Jerry Seinfeld’s Favorite Pen

“The pen is mightier than
the sword, and comsiderably
edsier to write with,”

Marty
Faldman

I like wrir-
ing  instru-
ments of all
kinds. Those
who  regu-
larly read my
column
might be
aware of this.
I write the first draft of my
column every week using a
vintage manual typewtiter (a
1946 Model Royal Arrow
portable — black ecrinkle
finish with glass keys). I's
older than T am, and that’s
precty old, I've written before
about my favorite pencil (the
Blackwing 602). T wse a
pencil to work on my writing
outlines and to scratch out
what T call *skeleton notes”
hefore running my words
through my typewriter. Once
I hiave my rough dreafe typed,
I then use a Bic Cristal
ballpoint pen to make cor-
rections and edit my pages,
hefore transferring to my
compurer. | usually use a red
Bic pen, but also use blue,
and  sometimes  black,
depending on my mood. The
classic Bic Cristal pen feels
good in my hand, writes
smooth and easy every time,
and I like the way the inked
loak

JODY DYER
Trpewritar Weekly

corrections on my
rypewritten pages, The clas-
sic Bic pen is a perfect

example of form and fune-
tion. It is perhaps the best
example of a practical writ-
ing instrument ever made -
the epitome of quintessence
(forgive my odd reperitive
grammar}. And not long ago,
I learned that the Bic Cristal
is Jerry Seinfeld's favorite
peti...

For those who may not
know, Jerry Seinfeld, along
with his irmitable sidekick
Larry Dravid, creared whar is
arguably ome of the greatest

sitcoms ever made —
SEINFELD. The series was
and is {you can still warch it
of course) a masterpiece of
television comedy. 1 would
argue that this is primarily
true because of the quality of
the writing. And Jerry wrote
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every episode using a yellow
pad and a blue Bic Cristal
pen (no laptop for Jerry).
The financial fruit of those
waords  first  scribbled  in
ballpoint ink has been esti-
mated at  approx.  $900
million. That is what Jerry
has earned using his favorite
Bic pen. He tumed his words
inte real cash, and that's
precry impressive for all of us
nerds who like to write.

And like Jerry Seinfeld, 1
love the classic Bic Cristal
ballpoint pen. T have used
them for years. The Bic was
a favorite pen, beginning in
Jr. High. We all used them in
school, We used them to
take notes in class. We used
them to draw on our TPee-
Chee folders, And best of all,
our Bic pens could be used to
shoot spit wads, Bemoving
the innards of a Bic leaves a
discreet hollow tube, like a
small blowgun. These were
ideal for shooting spit wads
in class. The agonizing bore-
dom of Algebra class after
lunch could ke alleviated
with a half sheet of notebook
paper, chewed in small
pieces, and your trusty Bic
pen. And shooting spit wads
was not always predatory.
Sometimes a lightly
launched spic wad landing
gently in the beautifully
coiffed hair of a hot girl in
the front row was all it took
for her w mm around and
offer another glimpse of her
lovely face (thank you Lori
Sanders). A Bic pen was
always useful.

The Bic Cristal, also
known as the Bic Biro in
SOME Countries, was Intro-
duced to the world in 1930,
and with over 100 hillion
produced, is the best-selling
pen in the world. Roughly 14
million pens are sold daily.
The Bic Cristal is considered
ubiquitous, the archerypal
ballpoint pen, favored by
humans all over the world.
Famous writers have used
them, including Jack Keroac
(novelist and poet of the
Bear Generation) and lan
Fleming (known for  his
James Bond spy novels). The
Museum of Modern Art
(MobA) in New York City,
recognizing the Bic Cristal’s
outstanding industrial

design, has made it a part of
the museum’s favorite per-
manent collections,

What makes Bic pens so
popular! There are many
reasons. They are inexpen-
sive and will keep vou writ-
ing for a long time, A Bic can
draw a continuous line for
three kilomerers, almost two
miles, before running out of
ink. That's a lor of writing.
And you can see the ink
level, so no surprise with a
dry pen when you need it
The ink Aows well due to the
capillary action from the
tube inside the barrel, feed-
ing the brass ball tip and
making your writing smooth
and  enjoyable.  Medium
point pens are the best — my
opinion. The fine point pens
drag a bit more and don't
seem as smooth. Some think
the blue ink writes hetter,
bur black and red seem just
as smooth o me. [ am not
sure abour the other ik
colors,

The Bic's no-roll barrel is
the perfect size and feels
pood i your hand, A riny
hole in the barrel's body
maintains the same air
pressure inside and ourside
the pen. I like to use them
with the cap off, not stuck on
the top end like a dunce cap.
The pen looks more mascu-
line with the cap off, And
the cap does have a hole in
the tip to reduce the risk of
suffocation  if  swallowed,
Don't eat the pen cap kids.

Che final note — a Bic pen
can be used for other things
besides writing. [t is strong
encugh to use as a weapon if
needed (vou can stab bad
puys  with  wyour  Bic  if
attacked). And the cap
makes a good staple remover
{or ear wax extractor for you
dads our there).

If you need a pen, use a
Bic — they're the best...

10ODY DYER s a columnist,
author, and former teacher.
[Drescribed by some as a Renaissance
man, |14,' 1 |'~.|5;~|1:|.|| fan, codfes
roaster, and accomplished feral hog
[Eappet. He likes o h.':u.l. Appredl-
ates the outdoors, and is good with
dogs and children. He is the father
of three, and lives with his wife in
Texas.
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Call 903-473-2653

Labor Day is Coming Up

2=CBlIx

Cﬂm[ﬂﬂnﬂiﬂ.} HEI[[}I[_ '[]f TE};HS As yvour financial partner, we're also working hard to make

siire your hard-earned money works just as haed for vou.

Labor Day is coming up on September 7.

Our financial tools will help

labor at retirement. Call us today at go3-473-2611.

We will be closed, and we hope vou enjoy your day off too.
After all, it's hardworking Americans like you this holiday
was made for.

vou cnjoyv the fruits of yvour
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The Rains County Sher-
iff"s Office rook the “‘)"uwitu.l
reports of activity during the
week of August 24-30:

Arrests

82
Ashleyw
M a £
Compton.
Possession of
a ol tt:-"EL‘]
substance
PG 1/1-B
preater than
or equal to 1
gt. less than
4 Bty Sii,ﬂl:lﬂ bomid.

#-25: Bryan Ulises San-
tellanc, Driving while intox-

icared, $2,500 hond.
Calls

8-24: Hwy. 69 Suspicious
vehicle; FM 514 Welfare
concern; 5 Texas St Wel-
fare concern; W Lennon Dr.
Thefr; CR 3150 Animal at

4 :
e
i

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Rams Comry Tl

large; TR 5451 Medical
assist; CRO3236 Medical
assist;  Pine 5t Motorist

assist; Hwy. 276 Agency
assist; Hwy, 19N Medical
assist; FM 515 Theft; Sher-
iff's Office (30 lobby Meet
complainant; SO lobby Meet
complainant; Planrers St

Welfare concern; FM 275

Investigation; Hwy, 69E
Mororist assist; Kirk Ln.
Agency assist; CR 3315

Debris in roadway; E Morth
S Scam; CROI470 Domestic
disturbance; CR 1451 Wel-
fare concern; SO lobby
Investigation; Planters S
Open door; 3rd 56 Pedes-
trian stop; Jrd 5o Distur-
bance; E Lennon Dr. Distur-

bance; E  Lennon  Dr.
Meororist assist,
8-25: E Lennon Dr

Suspicious vehicle; Hwy, 276
Debris in roadway; Hwy.
GOV Suspicious activiry; W
Ouitman St. Pedestrian stop;
Tawakoni Dr. Accident; E
Lennon D, Accident; FM
275 Medical assist; Hwy.
198 Reckless driver; Hwy.
276 Reckless deiver; Romine
RBd. Suicidal subject; Pros-
perity Pkwy, Investigation;
Ave. A Medical assist; CR
1525 Medical assist; FM 515
Investigation; FM 275 Medi-
cal assist; CR 1307 Medical
assist; Hwy, 198 Medical
assist; Oak Leaf Tr. Gas leak;
E HMNoith St f‘;u:ipi.ciuux\

September 3,

Cody Beaver
Community President
903-473-2611
cheaver@cbtx.com

- NMLS #849768

2026

activity; SO lobby Medical
BETAT

8-26: Hwy. 69 Suspicious
vehicle; S Dunbar Ln, Medi-
cal assist; Huwy. 69% Panic
alarm; FM 1946 Pedestrian
stop; FM 3274 Grass fire; W
Morth 5. Meetr  com-
plainant; N Locust St. Meet
complainant;  Hwy., 276
!'»-{e..lFi\-;::;I assist; FM 3274
Brush fire; Hwy, 09 Inves-
tigation; Hwy, 195 at CR
1155 Putsuir; Tawakoni Dr.
Medical assist; PR 5450
Medical assist; CR 1320
Public assist; CR 4480 Ani-
mal bite; SO lobby Public
assist; N Plancer St. Business
alarm; 5 lst St Medical
assist; Ave. [ Suspicious
vehicle; W Lennon Dr.
Business alarm.

8-27: FM 1567 (Cumby)
Courtesy transport; CR 4510
Suspicious acrivity; FM 314
Suspicious vehicle; FM 275
Apency assist; W Lennon
De. Vehicle fire; FM 751
Apency assist; Hwy, 19N
Medical assist; Hwy. 276
Domestic disturbance; Hwy.
69 Meet complainant, CR
1395 Fraud; CR 3190 An-
mal welfare Concert; CR
3418 Agency assist; Hwy.
0% Reckless driver; E
Lennon Dr. Accident; S0
lobby Trespassing; CR 2110
Medical assist; Duffy St
Aggf&:iﬁive animal; W Texas
St. Suspicious vehicle; Hwy.
276 ar CR 1320 Motorist
BETAT

8-28: Hwy. 198 Grass
fire; CR 3345 Suspicious
activity; CR 3410 Open
door; Briges Ave. Medical
assist; Hwy, 276 Vehicle in
r-:rrlt‘]w'.'ly: Srith Cir. Medical
assist; E Lennon Dr. Theft;
CR 1532 Harassment;
Tawakoni Dr. Welfare con-
cern; Doris Briges Phwy.
Public assist; Wrightway Dr.
Medieal assist: S0 |c:.|':-|'}-:,-
Missing person; SO lobby
Meet complainant; Hwy,
l?l.‘l at (_:R 1310 Ah:'ﬂ‘:glutuﬂ‘]
vehicle; CRO1310 Scam;
Hwy. 276 at 2 Mile Bridge
Agenc}- assist; 5 Texas Sn
Vehicle in roadway, Oak
Leaf Tr. Welfare concern; W
Lennon D, Medical assist;
Huwy, 609%W Reckless driver;
W Lennon Dr. Agency
assist; Hwy. 19N ar rhe river
bridge Reckless driver; CR
4481 Medical assist; Hwy.
276 ar 1 Mile Bridge Pedes-

Sheriff's

trian stop; FM 2795 Live-
.ﬁ'lm:l-c o r-:rrlt‘]w'.'ly: FiA 4?
Girass  fire;  Skyline Dr.
Dristurbance: Induserial Park
Rd. Suspicious vehicle; Humy.
276 Reckless driver; FM 47
Moise complaint, FM 2324
Abandoned  vehicle; E
Lennon Dr, Problems with a
juvenile.

8-29: N Texas St Aban-
doned vehicle; N Locust St
Suspicious vehicle; Hwy, 69
Suspicious vehicle; 5 1st St
Suspicious  activicy;  Hwy.
276 Suspicious  vehicle;
Ravine Sr. (_-JPEI:I d:mr; Hw','.
198 ar the ver clinic Live-
stock on roadway; N Texas
Sr. Funeral es5COrt; Hwy.
G9% Reckless driver; W
Morth 5t Meet com-
plainant; E North St Animal
at larpe; 5 Texas St. Vehicle
in roadway; CR 1413 Medi-
cal assist; Huwy. 69 ar FM 515
Traffic contral; N Texas St
Motorist assist; CRO1460
Grass fire; CR 3325 Suspi-
cious actvity; FM 2737
Smoke investigation; FM
276 HLJHI"IiL‘iﬁH!\ vehicle; E
Lennon Dr. Welfare con-
cern; Clark Dr. Medical
assist; N Texas St Medical
assist; 50 lobby Meet com-
plainant; Duffy 5t Medical
assisl; I-}uf’f':.l St Drug activ-
ity.

8-30: Ave. B Brush fire;
W Qui.ri'n:!h St 5!15]‘1i:2i1‘1115
vehicle; Unknown  Suspi-
cious  vehicle; CR 1470
Intoxicared individual; Hwy.
G9% Accident; CR 4515
Medical assist; CR 1430
C-uurrem,' [ranspuaT; CR 4480
Animal at large; 5 Dunbar
Ln. Medical assist; Mead-
owview Ln. Medical assist
Hwy. 19N Abandoned vehi-
cle; Hwy., 19N Domestic
distuthance; CR 1525 Medi-
cal assist; S0 lobby Meet
complainant; FM 514 Grass
fire; FM 514 Grass fire;
Ravine St. Reckless driver;
M Texas St. Livestock on
ru:u‘]w;‘ny: FbA 1?95 Livestock
on roadway; E Lennon Dr.
Thett; Hwy. 198 Brush fire;
FM 514 Smoke investiga-
tion; CR 4515 Mental sub-
ject; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 1605 Animal
welfare concern; FM 2946
Pedestrian  stop; FM 47
Muororist assist; CR 4510
Suspicious  activicy; W
Tawakoni Dr. Suspicious
person; CR 4515 Terrotistic

Right Products,
Right People,
- 'Right Reasons.

Commercial
offers full-service business and
personal banking backed by the
latest tools and technology, and
friendly, old-fashioned customer
service from neighbors who
care. Our community is at the
heart of everything we do, That's
Banking Texas Style!

FULL-SERVICE
COMMUNITY
BANKING

Bank of Texas

* PERSONAL
* BUSINESS
* LOANS

* DIGITAL

Come on by or give us a call today. You'll be glad you did!

= CBTx

Commercial Bank of Texas, N.A”
800-723-7601 * www.cbtx.com

Emory Banking Center % 170 Quitman St. % 903-473-2611

Report

threats; Kansas St Suspi-
cious vehicle.

The Shentf's Department
r::puﬂ'::t.[ 33? 1::3".\ fuf I_h&
week. Among the calls were:
2 debris in roadway, 3
disturbance, 3  domestic
disturbance, | drug activity,
43 extra patrols, 3 brush
fires, 1 vehicle fire, 14 follow
up investigation, 1 fraud, 1
funeral escort, 1 harassment,
I ineoxicared individual, S
investigation, 1 gas leak, 4

Rains County Leader

livestock on roadway, 10
meet complainant, 1 menral
subject, | noise complaint, 3
open door, & grass fires, |
E'lﬂ.ﬂ':-l::j'n.-i with a juv-.-’:]'lile, 24
public service, | pursuit, 8
reckless drivers, 2 scams, 2
stnoke invest igation, | iniss-
ing person, 1 suicidal subject,
T suspicious acrviry, 1 suspi-
cious person, 14 suspicious
vehicle, 1 terroristic threats,
4 thefts, 1 raffic control, 3
vehicle in roadway, 7 welfare
concern, | trespassing, 4

TEXAS RURAL REFORTER

Do “We the People” Still Matter?

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Texas Rural Repn:lr!:r

“Does this bore voul”

| have spent more than
two decades
working  in
and around
Texas gov-
ernment,
and 1 was
shocked by
what  hap-
pened next.

A woman
testifying
before  the
Texas Railroad Commission
asked Commissioner Wayne
Christian  the  question
directly.

Fes," he answered,

Becently, Christian joined
Conmmmissioner Jim Wright in
climinating  the  regular
opporcunity for Texans o
comment on o omatliers  nol
included on the commis-
sion's agenda unless a com-
missioner requests it. Chair
Christi Craddick voted no.

It was the latest startling
example of something we are
increasingly seeing i Texas
politics: Public officials who
seem to have forgotten that
the people appearing before
them are not interruptions to
theit work, They work for us.

[ saw another version of
that disconnect ar a live-
streamed  public forum on
data  centers in Wichita
Falls.

Local State Rep. James
Frank told the audience that
constituents with concerns
could meer with him. The
response came quickly from
across the room: They had
tried. Frank believed he was
offering  access. His con-
stituents were telling him the
doot had not been open.

The same frustration is
Vaying out as landowners
%iglu the state’s  planned
T65-KV transmission lines.

Thousands  of Texans
have submitted comments
and  protests, Landowners
have creanized across county
lines. Local officials  and
legislators  hawve  objected.
Adminiscrative law judges
recommended  denying  a
major application  because
the wtilities failed to meet
key requirements. Yet the
Public Utlity Commission
hias approved advancing the
buildour.

Texas needs reliable elec-
tricity  and  infrastructure
capable of supporting our
increasing  population and
economy, and State officials
sometimes must make diffi-

SUZANME
BELLSNYDER
Teun H:'.”\'.T\-ll.'l

cult decisions that will not
satisfy everyone.

But Texans are entitled o
more than an opportunicy to
speak into a record no one
intends to consider.

If thousands of public
comments, organized opposi-
tion, legislative concern, and
the conclusions of the stare’s
own administrative judges
cannot significantly  affect
the process, what is public
participation  supposed  to
accomplish!

Then there is Gov, Greg
Albote.

Abbott recently rold a
national audience that dara-
center companies created
their own problems by failing
to gain support from the
communities  where they
planned to build.

That sounds reassuring —
until you ask whar authority
rural communities have o
withhold their approval.

Texas counties generally
have no zoning authority. In
2023, Abbott signed House
Bill 2127, the so-called
“Death Star” law, further
restricting cities' and coun-
ties' ability to regulate busi-
nesses locally.

The law was not written
specifically for data centers.
But it remforced a poverning
shilosophy  that has taken

old in Texas: Austin knows
best.

For years, Texas leaders
recruited data centers and
offered them penerous rax
incentives. They maintained
a system in which rural
counties have little power o
decide where large industrial
projects belong or how they
should operate.

Now those same leaders
want to talk abour commu-
nity approval.

Approval requires author-
ity.

You cannot take power
away from our local commu-
nities and then blame come-
pandes for failing o obtain
their permission,

This is not an argument
against growth, technology,
or economic development,
RBural Texas needs inwvest-
ment, jobs and  reliable
electricity.

It is an argument about
who our elected  officials
answer to,

Too many Texas politi-
cians have bepun acting as
though they answer to the
industries seeking permits,
the lobbyists roaming the
Capitol and the donors
funding campaigns. Mean-
while, the people whose
land, water, homes, and

accidents, 1 aggressive ani-

mal, 3 public assist, 5
pedestrian stop, 4 aban-
doned wehicle, 7 agency

assist, 2 business alarm, 1
panic alarm, 3} animal at
large, | animal bite, 2 animal
welfare concern, & mortorist
assists, J courtesy transport.

There were 132 rraffic
stops, 102 warmings, 18
citations, 30 medical calls,
;ltu] 19 Transports.

communities will bear the
consequences are treated as
another box to check in the
approval process,

They can speak at a
hearing — unless the hearing
no longer accepts public
comiment.

They can ask to meer with
their representative — even
when they have alveady
tried.

They can submit written
comments by the thousands
— without knowing whether
anyone with the power to
decide will give those com-
ments any weight,

They can be told that
projects require communiey
approval — without being
given the autherity to
approve ot reject them.

Taken separately, each
episnde can be explained
away: a rude answer, a
frustrated audience, a com-
plicated transmission pro-
ceeding, or a governor
changing direction as public
Opposition grows,

Taken together,
reveal  something
harder to ignore.

[ have been talking with
rural Texans about  their
concerns and the direction
of our stare. One respondent
put the prowing frustration
more plainly than any policy
analysis could:

We've been sold our”

[ understand why people
feel thar way.

Texans do not expect to
win every fight. We know
elected officials somerimes
must make decisions we will
not like.

Bur we expect an honest
process. We expect them o
listen before making deci-
sions, explain who benefirs
and who pays, and demon-

they
much

strate that public participa-
rion can still  atfect the
autcome.

Most of all, we expect
them e remember whom
they work for.

The people in Austin are
not our rulers. They are our
represeniatives.

It should never take a
citizen standing at a micro-
phone to remind  them of
that,

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder i editor and
publisher of the Hamsford Couney
Reporter-Statesman and  Shernan
Couney Gazette. A former Capatol
staffer with decades of experience in
Texas politics and policy, she now
forcuses om how state decisions shape
rural life through her newspapers,
imcluding the Tevas Reeral Reporter.
Subscribe at wuww, TexasRuralRe.
povter, Substack. com,

SHOKEYBEAR COM




Rains County Leader

September 3, 2026

5

VS.

RAINS WILDCATS
RICE BULLDOGS

Friday Night ¢ 7:30 p.m. « Wildcat Stadium

QUALITY AUTO BODY REPAIR

AR GILLISION'

Ewcey J TERAD

COUNTY ROAD 2220 « EMORY

Lowe God. Love people. Make disciples,
The

CHAPEL

AUSTINBANK

Wildcat Cooper Combs (2) holds up the Lion quaterback while Wildcat Chris Montano (4) pulls the ball from him. Montano would take possession of the ball and run 36 yards
to the end zone for the defensive score during the 69-12 season opening loss to Dallas Life Oak Cliff on Friday night, August 28, at Wildcat Stadium,
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Industry warns of blackouts if data center
opposition overreacts

The pushback against
booming dara center con-
SIruction continues (o grow,
even as the state's grid
operator warns of rolling
blackouts
in West
Texas if
new  trans-
MIiss1lon
lines aren't
Bouwild ,
the Texas
Stan -

GARY BORDERS

Tenas Prewd Avusciation

dard reported.

Diozens of legislators and
state  officials  have been
calling for scrapping the
transmission buildout so the
Legislature can reassess,
while Gov. Grep Abbou’s
announcement of an audit of
all data centers to be cone-
nected o the grid has forced
the  Electric  Reliability
Council of Texas to pause
construction of the lines.

“Whatever the complexi-
ties of the policies engaged
here and the degree m
which the deployment of
these high-capacity power
lines and the construction of
data centers are distinct
issues — in this moment, it's
the politics that matrer at
least as much as the policy,”
said Jim Henson, director of
the Texas Politics Project at
the University of Texas at
Austin.

The Public Utility Come-
mission approved a plan o
build 765-kilovalt transmis-
sion lines across the state o
meet  transmission  needs
following Winter Storm Uri
in 2021, which underscored
the state's grid vulnerabili-
ties. Oil and gas operators in
West Texas worry that the
region has far less generation
capacity than the eastern
half of the stare.

“The world's most impor-
tant energy basin is currently
l‘1lll1'|i.l1.g 411 1 Iu‘llL‘}'l“";:lrlﬁ ';:lf
pertable generators that just
are not equipped for long-
rerm needs or production
growth,” said Todd Staples,
president of the Texas (il
and Gas Association.

The final decision on
whether to build the lines
rests with the PUC, whose
five members are appointed
by Abbott. The governor has
rut taken a position on the
issue,

State to end funding
for Flock license plate
cameras

Abborr last week ordered

state agencies to stop fund-
ing Flock cameras, the Al-

powered license plate read-
ers, The News reported.
Many Texas ciries thar use
the cameras have relied on
state money o purchase
them.

The Tribune reported
that the state has devoted at
least $3[} million from a $1
auto  insurance fee now
imposed on Texans o fund
the placement of cameras
aloeng the state's streets and
highways.

The cameras have drown
pushback. A Lufkin police
officer has been charged with
100 felony counts of alleged
misuse of Flack information.
Ocher criminal investiga-
tions are also underway.

“To the extent that cities
pet any funding for those
cameras, most of it comes
from the federal povern-
ment. To the extent any
fm:n;,liht_' comes from Texas
agencies, those agencies are
clarifying thar those funds
cannot be used for Flock
cameras,” Abbort spokesper-
son Andrew Mahaleris said
in a starement.

Wildfires sweeping
through North Texas

The Ross Fire in Morth
Texas scorched 85,000 acres
in just three days across Jack
and Palo Pinte counties,
withs i |,luu1'.-|1't1g in size in A
few hours last week, The
Texas Tribune reported. As
of Sunglay morning,
the Texas A&M  Forest
Service said the fire was 31
percent contained.

Mo o injuries have been
reported, bur some  rural
residents were advised o
evacuate. With much of the
state experiencing extreme
dry heat, the Forest Service
reported 10 active fires as of
Sunday that have scorched

more than 90,000 acres
across Texas,
Fire severely damaged

Worth Ranch, an 800-acre
historic Scouting America
camp along the Brazos River,

Tribe opens temporary
casino in East Texas

The Alabama-Coushatta
Tribe recently opened a new
[eMmpPorary casing in |-¢gg£l,l,,
just north of Livingston, with
plans to build a much larger
resort on the site, the Hous-
ton Chronicle reported.

“Maskila Casino Leggerr is
the Lu:;zinni:l:g of new ]:-&g'ln-
nings for the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas,"
RiL‘L;y S}']E.‘ili.lll;'.‘, rribal coun-
cil chairman, smd in a
statement. The new 24-hour
facility features more than

300 electronic bingo
machines as well as gaming
poonms and a grill.

The tribe held a ground-
breaking ceremony in June
for a ﬁlﬂ-S.[:lL:H:l-w.]LJar:-l‘unt
casino with a larpe gaming
floor, a 366-room hotel and
other entertainment ameni-
ties, The first phase is
planned this be finished in
late 2028,

Tribal leaders say the
casing will create new eco-
noImic  opportunities atid
become a significant eco-
nommic driver for East Texas.

Abbott pushes three-
year college degrees

Gov. Greg Abbotr is
pushing Texas public univer-
sities to offer students three-
year bachelor's degrees, The
Mews reported. His proposed
l¢gi5l;\1im1 is part of an effort
tor cut college costs for Texas
students,

The l:giﬁ];\[inn also
requires universities to offer
at least 10 degrees thar can
be completed in three years
and 90 credit hours, down
from  rypical  bachelor's
1,]EgrE¢5 that  require four
years and 12{ hours.

“Every additional vear
means mote tuition and fr:&.'i,
but also more i housing and
living expenses. It's also
more time before students
are able to go into the job
that they are seeking while
|:|1.¢:1l,r'r¢: in r,:nll:,-.gr':,“ Abbort
sald at a campaign stop at
Stephen F. Austin Srare
U11'l1.-'|:1'51'|:1_.-' in Nm:u;‘:dm:]mﬁ.

The Texas Legislature will
need o approve Abbort's
proposal before it becomes a
reality. TheTexas Higher
Education  Coordinating
Board would work  with
universities to ensure that
the reduced-credit degrees
maititain "high academic
standards,”

THECBE has formed work-
g Eroups o iﬁlt:i:l_if‘,' which
degree programs and high-
demand occupartions would
be best suited for the acceler-
ated programs.

Gary Borders is a wveteran
au-'dn;l!-winﬂing Texas jui{rrluf-
ist. He published a number of
Community  newspapers  in
Texas during a 30-year span,
mcluding . Lonpview, Fort
Staclkton, Nacogdaches, Lur]'kt'n
and Cedar Park. Email: ghor-
ders(itexaspress.com.

Cary Borders is a veteran sward-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
II'-]'II.'\.I il I:HII.'I'II'II."T IIE l'!.:ﬂll'lﬂ'll.l'l:ll'!.' TEWS-
papers in Texas dunng a 3H-year
span, including in Longview, Foro
Srockron, Nacopdoches and Cedar
Park. Email: ghovdersiaaesaspress.com.

LOVETHY
NEIGHBORHOOD.
HELP PREVENT
WILDFIRES.

MY TAKE ON TECH
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Shortwave Demise

[ recently came across my
small digital toner AM/FEM/
shortwave radio | bought
about 15 years ago and had
not done much with i since
before  the
pandemic, |
fired it up to
see what
broadeasts |
could  hear
using its dig-
ital tuner on
the  short-
wave bands,
somercimes
called “HF” or High Fre-
quency bands, Sadly, except
for WY time transmissions
and a few religious stations in
the US {(excluding amareur
radic bands), there was
nothing—ijust static—on all
the formerly active broadcast
station frequencies | saved to
the radio’s memory years
ago. Dwanted to know where
all the stations [ heard in the
20105 on my tadio had now
gone. | was disappointed but
not oo surprised when |
learned how  things have
changed in the last 15 vears
ar 50,

More thar the shortwave
(HF) bands are not com-
pletely empry today. Many
amateur radie ("ham radio™
transmissions exist on sub-
bands that exist within the
total shottwave (HF) spec-
trum which stretches from
about 3 MHz o 30 MH:
worldwide, There are some
aviation/maritime  uses  of
those bands as well.

My investigation found
that commercial and govern-
mental shortwave radio
listening is now a relic of the
past, mnever to return.
Excluding a few religious
stations in the US, there are
virtually  no high-power
English-language  interna-
tional broadeasts aimed a0
the US today,

The height of the golden
age of shortwave radio after
World War 1T was from
about 1973 to 1991, There

were countless people all
over the globe enjoying
finding and listening  to
broadcasts from all over the
world on their shortwave
radios. | was one of them.
Dozens of countries includ-
ing the US and the Sovier
Union had many  stations
broadcasting in English.

Before the Internet, short-
wave radio  broadeasting
made a lot of sense for
countries who used it o
promaote  tourism,  provide
news and music, and pro-
mote their form of govern-
ment. Shortwave radios were
plentiful  and  reasonably
priced all over the world,
making for even more short-
wave fans in the last half of
the twentieth century.

The end of the Cold War
abour 1991 prompred some
cash-strapped countries o
reduce their spending on the
expensive land, labor and
capital needed for powerful
shortwave installations. That
gradual decline continued
until abour 2015, when the
rapid, unprecedented, and
universal adoption of smart-
phone technology and the
networks that support it led
many countries o severely
reduce (or eliminate) their
shortwave hroadcasts,
including the US.

The economics for most
countries was simple: a few
million dollars for servers
and  high-speed  Internet
connections versus hundreds
of millions of dollars for land,
staff, mransmitters, antennas,
sky-high electric hills, radio
spectrum fees, and the cost
of supporting all that rech-
nulogy. The choice was clear
in most cases. When coun-
ries can reach abour the
same number of people using
either, why not use the
cheaper choice, and that's
what nearly everyone did.

By 2015, when about 2.5
billion, or about 35 percent
of all people on the planet,
had smartphones on 3G

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
Be Ready for Emergencies this National
Disaster Preparedness Month

September  is  MNational
Preparedness  Month, an
important reminder to make
sure your lamily is ready
before an emergency  hap-

pens.
Here in East Texas, severe
thunderstorms,  tornadoes,

flooding, extreme leat and
power outages can happen
with little warning. While we
can't always predict when an
emergency will occur, having
a plan can make a big
difference in how safely, and
b quickly, we respond and
[ECOVET,

“We can't always predict
when an emerpency  will
happen, but we can control
how prepared we are,” said
Mechele Apbayani Mills,
President and CEO of BBE
East Texas. "Having a plan
before disaster strikes can
help your family make betrer
decisions in the moment and
avoid costly mistakes during
the recovery process,”

BBEB and Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) recommend taking

a few simple steps now.

Know how you will
receive emergency
alerts

Make sure everyone in
your household knows how
o receive local weather and
EMETZENCY notifications,
The FEMA app provides
preparedness  information
and  real-time  National
Weather Service weather
:'lt'll.] {'.1I1El';|:|i‘n::':.r :ll.L"rl,!i rl.?-f '||.|'?
te five locations,

Make a family
emergency plan

Talk abour where you will
go if you need to evacuate,
where you will shelter during
severs  weal |:'||:r i | t'l.lj |:'|.|.?W

family members will recon-
nect if you hecome sepa-
rated.  Include  children,
older adules, family members
with disabilities and pets in
your planning
The following are FEMA's
12 Ways to Prepare before a
disaster occurs:
= Sign up for aleres and
wWarnings
Make a plan
Save for a Rainy Day
Practice Emergency Drills
Test Family Communica-
tion Plan
Safepuard Documents
Man with Meighbors
Make your Home Safer
Know Evacuation Routes
Assemble or Update Sup-
plies
= Get Involved in your
Community
+* Document and Insure

Property

Build or update
your emergency kit

Keep enough basic sup-
plies to help your household
manage during an emer-
pency.  Your kit should
include water, nonperishable
food, flashlights, batteries, a
first-aid kir, medicarions and
other necessities, Don't for-
get infant supplies, pet food
and  charpers or  backup
power sources for phones
and other devices. Keep
some cash available in case
clectronic payment systems
aren't working, FEMA pro-
vides a complete emergency
supply checklist.

Protect important
information

Keep copies of insurance
policies, identification,
financial records and other
important documents in a
secure, accessible  place,

herI
a lifelong love of reading

¥, e

much to Dolly.

Her generosity, com;

Dull;i]Partun's legacy reaches far beyond her musie.
Throug ination Library, she gave millions of
children the gift of books and the opportunity to develop

The Imagination Library provides free, age-
appropriate books to children from birth until their fifth
b ess of their family's economic situation.
We are proud to have a local affiliate servi
of Rains County and carrying on the work

In lieu of flowers, Dolly's family has asked that those
wishing to honor her memory consider a donation to
Dolly Parton's Imagination Library.

ion, and love for children will

continue to inspite us for generations,

the children

t meant so

networks or better, the
number of shortwave users
shrank  dramatically, By

2020, roughly half of all
humans on earth had smart-
rhones capable of accessing
programming from former
shortwave broadeasters.
These broadeasters now use
the Internet to reach billions
of people relatively inexpen-
sively.

If the end of the Cold War
made shorrwave less com-
pelling and justified, it was
the now commen 3G (or
faster) nerworks and smart-
phones that put the final nail
in the shortwave spectrum
coffin as a workable broad-
cast medium,

The shortwave bands will
still be with us for many years
b come due to utilization
and enjoyment by amateur
radio operators worldwide,
aviation/maritime uses, and
technical or encrypted traffic
it can be used &rr, ar the
handful of religious broad-
casters who still use it But
the magic of listening 1o a
vidce coming over the air
from 5000 miles away late at
night talking in English and
offering news, music and
other features will be missed
by millions who enjoyed the
golden age of shortwave
broadcasting as much as |
did. In those days, only a
radio, power supply  and
often-supplied antenna was
all it took o enjoy the magic
of hearing words and music
coming from the other side
of the country, or even the
ather side of the planet.

Sadly, [ discovered why all
the digital frequencies 1 had
programmed inte my radio
years ago have nothing but
static, and it will be that way
forever. It's not a total loss,
however. Happily, the AM
and FM bands included on
my radio sull work fine, at
least for now,

John can be  reached ar
joln2 645 @mytekeontech net.

Take photos or video of your
home and belongings to help
document  your property
lu‘l‘UTE A I'::lh'.‘i LCCUrS.

Practice your plan

Don't wait for an emer-
pency o find our wherher
your plan works. Practice
evacuation and shelter plans
with everyone in your house-
hold and make sure family
members know where emer-
pency supplies are locared.

After disaster strikes

Another step you can take
is o know who o call afrer
disaster strikes so that you
and your family may recover
quickly. As pare of the
vetting process for BBB
Accreditation, BBB ensures
all businesses who earn the
BBR seal maintain  the
licensing requirements for
that industry and provides
the following guide to help
you find businesses you can
[ruast:

* Insurance companies
near me

 Warer damape companies
near me

* Roofing contractors near
1T

* Plumbers near me

+ Electricians near me

* Heating and air condi-
Honing companies near
me
* Remodeling companies
near me

* Tree Service companies
near me

= Foundation Repair com-
panies near me

* Woaste management com-
panies near me

For more information on
|:'||.'|“' LE%] [1T|:['l.'!1'|: |:'|ﬂ.'f'|.'|'r|_L :lt'l.l.]
react to a disaster, Bo o
bbb.ovg and ready.gov. Please
report fraudulent activity or
unscrupulous business prac-
tices to BBB Scam Tracker.
R{']'[!It'.f['l].'llf'll _uf{':'ﬂ, ‘I:“l.ﬁi.l'l.l_"s.‘it"ﬁ
are out there, Always look
for the BBB seal; it’s the Sign
of a Berrer BusinessSh. Start
with companies you can trust
by going to bbh.org,

About BBB: BER iz a nonprofit,

business-supported organization
thart sers :-||'|EF:| sholds high standards
for  fair .LI'II.[l honest  business
behavior, Maost BBB services to
consumers are free of rh.:lr._gl.'. BRB
srovides objective advice, free BBER

usingss Profiles on more than 5.3
million companies, 11,000 charity
TN IWs, I.il:iF"'II'l\.! h.'HIIII"\."I'I SETVICES,
alerts and educanonal mformarion
on topics  affecting  marketplace
trust.  Wisit  bbbovg  for  more
imforimarion. BBER Serving Central
East Texas was tounded i 1985 and
serves 19 counties,

&k

Visit us on-line:
ramscountyleader.com
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
that they should make them days of
feasting and pladness, days for sending gifts
of food to one another and pifts to the poor.

This week we ended the study of Esther
with a message called “The Defeat of God's
Enemies in a Worldly Empire." There was
never any doubr that the story of Esther =
would end with God delivering His people =
because He blesses and keeps His people. In
this book of divine providence, Esther poes =
from orphan to queen, from hiding her
nationality to revealing it to save her people, *
from excuses to courageously approaching
the king. Haman descends from his place of =
power to being publicly executed. The Jews

Esther 9:22

and a chair.

g0 from mourning o joyous celebrarion

because their death sentence was changed ro
permission to defend themselves.

Mexr Sunday, 5:00 pan. — Church in the
Park. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be
provided. Bring a side dish and/or dessert

Mark Your Calendar:

September 8 = 55+ Fellowship
Seprember 13 — The Church Praying
September 22 — Bible & Biscuits Men's
study group begins

Seprember 23 — Women's Wednesday
Morning Bible Study begins

September 13
vears 1o fifth prade begins

September 26 — BBC volunteers staff
RISy concession stand

lenite for students ages 4

Emory Methodist Church

By Mary White
He is ke a tree planted by streams of
water, which yields its fruit in season and
whose leal does not wither, Wharever he

does prospers.

Rev. David Banks continued his series on
Walking in the Promise: with message titled
“Where God Has Planted You" and the
scripture text taken from Psalm 1

Diavid spoke about going back to where he
grew up and how things have changed, but
not the special tree that he climbed and so
enjoyed. Something so special about that
him back to his

tree and how it takes

routs reach toward the water. The practice

of reading divine scripture is a way that we
become rooted in the word. How strong are
your roots! Are you planting yoursell by

streams of water! What are those streams!

Psalm 1:3

childhood., A tree grows strong because its

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

Back-to-School Internet Safety Tips for Kids

It's hard to believe, but
summet break has come w
an end, and many East Texas
schools are already back in
session. As students return
to classrooms, they're also
returning to school-issued
devices, apps, social media
and other online tools. BBB
reminds parents and care-
givers 1o make  internet
safery part of the back-to-
school routine,

“Technology is a big part
of how kids learn, communi-
cate and socialize, which
rl'li'llﬁ.'lfﬁ- (?]‘I}_‘l"‘tl]: COnversa-
tions  about online  safery
more imporeant than ever,”
said  Mechele  Agbayani
Mills, President and CEO of
BBB Central East Texas. "By
teaching their children how
E0 TecOgnize scams, protect
their privacy and speak up
when something doesn't feel
right, parents can help them
make safer choices online.”

BEB advises parents and
caregivers to keep the fol-
lowing in mind:

Know what platforms

your child is using

Be familiar with the apps,
games, social media plat-
f‘fl]'t!'l.‘i i'l.]flli.l Accounts Your
child uses. Review privacy
settings together, know who
can contact them and pay
attentlon o permissions
which allow access to their
cameta, microphone or loca-
L1

Protect personal
information

Teach children nor 1o

share information such as
their full name, address,
school, phone number, pass-
words or real-time location,
Be careful with back-ro-
school photos, too, Display-
ing a child’s name, school,
teacher or grade can reveal
maore than parents intend.
Watch for phishing,
giveaways and “free” offers

Kids can be targets of
fraudulent  emails,  rexts,
direct messages and gaming
offers. Teach them not o
click unfamiliar links or
provide personal or financial
information in exchange for
prizes, free game currency or
other offers. Even legitimate
free apps and pames may
include in-app purchases,

Have a discussion about
online strangers

Someone yout child meets
through social media, gam-
Ing orf 4 messaging app may
not be who they claim to be.
The FBI warns that young
people are also targers of
sextottion schemes in which
offenders use threats or
private images to demand
money of additional images.
Encourage children o tell a
trusted adule immediately if
an online inreracrion
hecomes threatening, inap-
propriate or uncomforcable,

Secure devices
and accounts

Use  parental controls
when appropriate, keep
devices and apps updated,
use strong and unique pass-

We go back to the Emory Health &
Rehab this Thursday, September 3 and visit
once again with our friends there. Saturday,
September 4 our youth go o Gilmer for a
Conference Yourh Rally.

Birthday wishes 2o to Stan McNear and
Dhoris Wilson,

Pray for Cindy Firzgerald, Mary King,
Mark Edwards and Grayson Patterson.

Hawve a great week and be kind.

words and enable mulci-
factor authentication when
available. Maost importantly,
keep the conversation going
so children know they can
ask for help when something
online doesn't seem right.
“The goal isn't o make
children afraid of technol-
ogy. It's to  help them
develop good habits, recog-
nize warning signs and know
when o ask for help. Parents
whao stay involved in their
children’s online lives can
help them become safer and
more  responsible  digital
citizens," Mills said.

For more information

For additional back-to-
school and  online .-i;lr::l':.-
information,  wvisit  BBR's
Back-to-5chool HQ and
BBEE's Back-to-School Inrer-
net Safety Tips.

Parents and caregivers
can also find resources ar the
FTC's  Protecting  Kids
Online page and the FBI's
Fi.l'l::'l:l'il;:iill“‘_r' Motivared Sex-
tl.'l‘ft'i.l.'l'l.'l TESOLUTCE.

About BBB: BER i: a nonprofit,
.I\I|.‘|||'|!.!h.'\-'h||FE'h:'|r||.'-|‘| DrganirEntion
that sets and uphelds high standards
for  fair  and  honest  business
belavior. Mot BBE  services 1o
consumers are free of charge, BER
provides objective advice, free BER
PII.IHI.II!.'.‘\¥ Prlf“hll‘:ﬂ 1 Imeare 1||||'|'| 53
million companies, 11,008 charity
reviews, dispute resolurion services,
.-|]|.‘r|> :-II'II.I \.!I.IIJI.iI'I.‘IfI.iII eidarmnation
on topics  affecting  marketplace
trust. Wisit  bbbuorvg  for  more
informaton. BEB Serving Central
East Texas was founded in 19585 and
serves 19 counties,
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Flu Shots for Seniors: What's New This Fall

Dear Savvy Senior,
[ always get mey anmeal flu
shot, but | never know whether
I'm getting the

right e,
Can Y
explain which
flu vaccine is
best for
seniors  this
fall el

whether there
are any other
recommended
vaccmes [ should pet?

JIM MILLER

Sy Nevior

—Tryiieg tor
Stay Healthy

Dear Trying,

If you're 65 or older,
getting your annual flu shot
is one of the most important
things you can do to protect
yourself durimg flu season,
But with new vaccines and
L‘|1;|t1;.:m;: recommendations,
many older adults aren’t sure
which shots they need.

The good news is that this
fall's advice for seniors is
simple: Ger an enhanced flu
vaccine, and use the oppor-
tunity to make sure you are
up o date on other mpor-
rant  vaccines, 1't1-;:]ull1i111.1
BSY, pneumonia, shingles
and, depending on your
health situarion, COVID-19.

Best flu shot for
seniors

Influenza can be espe-
cially dangerous for older
adults. As we age, our
immune  systems  don't
respond as well to infecrion,
which is why people 65 and
alder  account  for  maost
flu-relared hospitalizations
and deaths.

The Centers for Discase
Contrel  and  Prevention
(CDCY recommends  tha
adults 65 and older recemve
one of three enhanced flu
vaccines instead of a stan-

dard-dose  shot:  Fluzone
High-Dose, Fluad or
Flublok.

Each of these vaccines is
designed differently, bur all
produce a stronger mmune
response  in older  adults,
Studies have not shown that
one works better than the
others, so there's no need to
wait for a specific brand. The
important thing is to get one
of these enhanced vaccines
when it's available.

Also new for the 2026-27
flu season is Modemna's

mFLUSIWV A, the first mRMNA

flu vaccine authorized in the
United States. Ir is fully
approved for adults ages 50
to 64 and has received
accelerated  approval  for
those 6% and older, pending
additional  study  resules.
While mRNA rechnology
could eventually allow flu
vaccines to be updated more
quickly o march circularing
strains, adults 65 and older
should continue to follow
CDC recommendations and
choose one of the three
enhanced flu vaccines when-
ever possible,

The best time to get your
flu shot is Seprember or
Oerober, but its not roo late
if vou miss that window.
Even a flu shot in Movember
ot later can still provide
valuable protection.

Medicare Part B covers
one flu shot each flu season
at no cost when it's given by
a  Medicare-participating
doctor, clinic or pharmacy.

Other vaccines

While you're getring your
flu shot, it's also a good time
ro review your other vaccl-
nations with your healtheare
provider or pharmacist,

The CDC recommends a
one-time RSV waccine for
everyone age 73 and older, as
well as adults ages 50
through 74 who are at
increased risk for severe RSV
illness. Medicare Part D
covers REV vaccines,

Adults age 50 and older
who have not received a
phewmococcal vaccine
should also consider getring
protected  against  serious

forms of pneumonia. The
preferred options are Pre-
vnar 20 (PCV20) or Capvax-
ive (PCVI1). Most people
need only one dose, and
Medicare Part B covers these
vaccines.

If you have not received
the Shingrix shingles vac-
cine, it is another imporcant
vaccine 1o consider. The
pwo-dose vaccine 15 more
than %0 percent effective at
preventing shingles and the
painful nerve problems that
can follow, Medicare Part [
covers borh doses.

COVID-19 recommenda-
tions have become more
individualized in  receni
years, but  older  adules
remain at higher risk for
serious  illness. Talk with
your healthcare  provider
about whether an updated
COVID vaccine is appropri-
ate for you. Medicare Part B
covers COVID vaccines,

Vaccine timing
Flu, RSV, COVID-19 and

other recommended  vac-
cines can generally be given
during the same visit. Bur if
you're concerned about tem-
vorary side effects such as
%-.nlguu, muscle aches or a
sore arm, ask your healtheare
provider or pharmacist about
spacing them out. To find
pharmacies  and  other
providers offering waccines
Mear you, visit vaccmes.gov.

Send your senior questions oo

Savvy  Senior, PO, Box 5443,
Morman, OK 70, or  visic
SovvySendorovg,  Jim Miller is @

contributor to the MBC Today show
and author of “The Savwy Senior™
baoak,

w70 Y Wilson-Orwosky
Funeral Home

Your family-cuned, hometown full service provider

Full service cremation provider

Traditional funeral services
Pre & post funeral gathering room
200 plus seated chapel » Grief support

903-473-3545

803 N. Texas St. - Emory, Texas

wilzonorwosky @ familyfh.com - www wilsonorwoskyfuneralhoma.com

This year thousands of men

will die from stubbornness.

Learn the preventive medical tests you need. ahrq.gn‘u
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A N

Church
Directory

EN©RY

METHODISTCHWURCGCH
We AN Maller To God

Dr. David Banks

456 Taxas 51
One Block from the Square

Sunday School %:30 a.m.
Warship Time 10:30 a.m,

903-473-2411 » EmaryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH
{(Independent)
820 SH 276 = Emory

Sunday School 9200 2.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 530 pum.
Wed. Night Service 630 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns 11
Chisirch: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m,
Morning Worship.. 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.
“Rewching (it Becanse We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
wwrw pilgrimsresthaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ

Bible Classes %00 a.m.
Worship Service 100 am.
Evening Worship 6:00 pm.
Wed. Eve. Service  7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!

Richard Kellam
wiww poirtchurchofchist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

E’?,mus ME

2 miles west of Hery 198 on FM 514

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

FIRST
_ BAPTIST
1 CHURCH

e Point, TX

Sunday

Sunday Moming

H:15am
105 0am
H30 pin

Small Groups
Maoming Worship
Evening Worship

E g03-4 ?S-SISE?
-erlT\IgITQ-RIXD EmoryBaptist.org

g, Hhedes Boemmail] 1nterim Pastor
His Eemdersmm Minisier of Music & Senior Adulis
Diemmdie T Minister of Youth & Education

Wednesday
Wednesday Waorship
A, Yonh, Childreny

63 0pm

Sunday
Sunday School .. B15 am,
horningWarship _... 10:30 a.m.

Baptist Church

Wednesday
Adult Bible Study ... 630 pm.
Student Ministry ... 5:30 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolan - Pastor

Jerad Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister
www. bboemory.org

S03-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

N2
0034735116 Syiee | [undaySchool  F45am. | | Hwy. 69 N. » P.O. Box 68 . C
. Sunday School ..... 10:00 a.m. :ﬂlﬁsﬁt. Moming Worship  11:00a.m. Emory, TX 75440 9145 . ... Sunday School
TR0 400 Worship | 1 \orning Worstip .. 11:00 am, 7 | fsundsybiening.  630pm. 003-473-2658 11300 8.1 - Morning Worship
fale? FeL “‘Ul'!inh!]} Evening Warship 6:00 p.m Visit stj_ohnarrw.org for Wednesd ay Hig ht 7:00 p.m. Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m 6:00p.m. ... Evening “.“uljm
Pastor: Jimmy Jareen | | 7 777 St Mass times. nursery available Sunsday Morming ;h.“'”hip Dz 6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service
Hwys 515 & 779 Pastor Joe Pierce ':?"n:iﬁ’:?‘r‘ﬂm_ﬁ‘?ﬂ”nﬁf HWY. 275, 3 miles south Sty Eveolng Worship 6200 puan Pastor Dan Wynn
2-1/2 Miles East of Emory FM 2766 g of Miller Grove Wed. Bible Study 0 pm 903-598-3220
903-269-8737 903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348 903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219 emnorychurchofchrist.oug wiww.fhepaint,com
@Y m % . 2 Love God. Love people. Make disciples.
ﬂ . I
Corner Of Morth & Planters BEhEVEI‘S @")/
//m"\ Downtown Emary 4

Q 2130 W US Hwy 63

@ thechapelcc.com

€ 903-500-7273

ﬂ fclarkschapelcogemorytx

CHAPE

Following Jesus! #lovefirst

n to
plan your
wisit!

COME AND SEE

Sundays 10:45am
Waednesdays Tpm

- Fellowship meal Gpm
Saturday Might Prayer Gpm
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Luck of the Irish Saves Texas

by Bartee Haile

Ms the sun rose over the
.'il.?l][]lt':i.\-!L"]'” CAOTner 'i'lj.Tl‘I.:l.?.
on the moming of Sep. 85,
1863, four Yankee warships
|.'|L"}_E:|I|. !]“.‘ |:1';:ll1l":||.'l.|.l'|h"]!|| ';:l'.
the  pitiful
excuse for a
for at
Sabine Pass.

Union
strategists
resolved n
the summer

BARTEE HAILE o ]J.‘"-(*.-E (K4 ]
Hosoncal Coanst~— COMPENSate
for the

{"['ll!":l.'l":lﬁ}ii]ﬁj_' Nl‘“' ‘I‘ll‘:lrl\.h

Dray loss of Galveston with a
surprise attack of their own,
RL'I"[‘I. .".-l:'l'i‘l‘."i wene :‘-E'!'i '--.:-[1-|1‘1]
false intellipence hinting at
an enemy offensive to be
|.:|.'| 11 “.:]H.‘LI I‘ﬂ 1 :“I e '\r'\.."l"'l'lfl i
Louisiana. While the south-
erners concentrated their
t‘(!ll'{:i.'!‘- E.i'l' (4] |IlL" ]i(?f||:'|.., 1|'||.'
northerners secretly assem-
bled a quartet of warships
:It'll.] 23 '”'I.H'lrI |f:i'|'l.‘\.[1{'l]'[h rl.lr |
landing in southeast Texas
at Sabine Pass,

1'!};“’i.||i 1E|.{‘ (:{1[1rx‘;|{‘r:|1u:~.
effectively outflanked, the
Union armada would deposit
EG,DJD M1L]i|.'rh af ||:|.l." AT IO
strait where the Sabine River
empties into the Gulf of
E“r{‘.‘:‘(i.(.:l.}. Hl':ll.“!'ll.'l'lﬂ 5 H';:lll:“ LH
and the hub of the state's rail
system would be under Yan-
LH.'L' Lol rLPl. .l""'.n' []h..' 1 'I'L] l'Lr 1 |'||.I
week.

The Rebel commander
ft'..ilj:{‘\l (%18 ]:It{‘ !l'l:ll I:‘I'Il.'
invasion expected at Mar-
shall, where he had massed
||:|.,DJ|:I |l';:llf|-1."-: WS l‘:';:ll'li'i”l_'
instead at Sabine Pass. Cer-
tain that resistance by the
lj1'l"'.' \IE.'1 :'l‘l.':l'l”'lL'['l.l Inn\"l::llull.l.l. I‘l.‘
futile, he rtelegraphed the
Davis Guards to blow up
Forr Sabine and run for their
lives.

[n spite of their valor in
the hand-to-hand fighring at
Galveston in January, the
Irish Texans had earned
lirele respec from their Con-
federate comrades. A fierce
desire to prove themselves
x]il_'l.:l'l{‘\.[ Fi ."\-L'l'[]ll:l:lj_:]'r' :‘*-ll“.::i;l:l]

decision.

His orders were crystal
{:||.‘:|r, |:"|.]|, HUHHHTI'I fi.’lll.“:lli'
keeper Dick Dowling
insisted upon putting the
{]llk".\tiﬂli (KN t]!li.' "1":' E_;l]:iTL{ﬁ.
To a man the Emerald lsle
Rebs chose o defend rather
|Ii:l]! [ %] i.]{":‘-l'l'l.'l'!l' t]“." Eli:l:”.

Nothing more than a huge
mud hut minus a roof, the
sStruciure was a E'::ll'||{“.::|.1i|.'|'|'l
in name only. Although the
Guards spent the anxious
|'|LH|T5 |L".3i.]i.'|'l_u l][" (K] |]:I|.‘
battle  reinforcing  the
earthen walls with railroad
|]':'H.:l(.\-| |I||L"'!|' ]'I:'lx] [ 18] 'il.]l.]:‘-l”['l.:i
about the protection the
crude fort provided.

Tl:'l.L" ET-K'L‘SHL‘I |:|:1'L: {11TI.'|.‘
left New Orleans on Sep. 4
with instructions to ren-
x]{‘:"-'i'l'llh' il \[:l.".".'l'l. L1 ||:'|I.' 61'1
near the mouth of the
Sabine. The crowded toop
catriers contained the initial
wave of 6,000 crack troops
along with six artillery bat-
|L"li|."1'| SCI WA :ll'l.l.l E'l.'llli'
dreds of horses and mules,

One squad overshot the
|:|.]'J_:{'| :Ill.l.l. .‘-!L":l]'lﬂli.'l\l. ;i]r:ml.‘:l (%]
Galveston before noticing
the navigarional error. Con-
.'iL.‘LlUl.‘l'l[]".' lI1L' Hl.'l.‘| I';:lh'| (AN
days and the element of
surprise before regrouping at
the Sabine on the ot ning of
the Bth.

Thinking the Johnny Bebs
had wisely withdrawn afrer
the hour and a half barrage,
the confident Union admiral
Have 1|:'|.L" _El.'l'.-il'lL"il.l.[. T]'Il.‘
“*Sachem” proceeded up the
channel followed by the
“Clifton” and a third w.ar}ihip
as the flagship “Granite Ciry"
waited offshore.

Dowling calmly held his
fire until the lead wvessel
came inte range. Finally the
(_TA"'l'II‘L"I.lI.'l.'.-HL‘ CATnns Tl.'l.iTL"I.]
in deadly defiance sending a
shell straight through the
Very ]!li.':l'l't LPI‘ 1|'||.‘ ".l“-.':lL'l:'l.L"['ll.."
The crippled craft veered
crazily off-course and ran
:U_'rnmh] 'il'l |E|.L" 5]1:1"(]“’ srant
piving the Irish gunners an
easy target,

.n""'i.‘- I!|1|.‘ Ix:--.}l:

“Sachem”

salve after salve from the
smmoke-shrouded  fort, the
"Clifton”  steamed 1o the
rescue. A fantastic shot
through its boiler instantly
disabled the *Clifton” show-
ering the terrified crew with
scalding water, The third
l.v:l:r:ihip [rut itself our of
commission in  the soft
Sabine mud.

“‘rl'l{"l'l :]:I‘.' {:.i]'lld'i['lh' 11[ 1|'||."
three incapacitated ships
hoisted white flags of surren-
der, the “Granite Ciry"
turned tail and set a course
for New Orleans with the
LFOCET CAPTIers close behind.
The grand invasion of the
westernmost member of the
{:-i'l'l'll.l."l.ll.'r.-“.:'!.' WAS UNCErama-
nicusly cancelled, and Texas
was spared the carnage so
|]':'|j_:i|.::||.|'!|' LMW |Ii'|'1'||[;:|i-
out the South.

With incomparable nerve
:l['ll.] | ||.'||:|I. L}[ jl]:‘i' ’315 31'|'||'||31'|
the Davis Guards achieved a
military miracle. Twenty-
eight  Union  dead  were
buried that first night, with
dozens more washing ashore
I‘(:If \].i'!l':i :l“l.'l."'."-':l.]'x]l :l!l.l.l 1|'||."
Irish took 472 prisoners.
Incredibly the Guards did
T sustans a 'i'i['l_ul.l." {::1."i'||:|.l|'ln'.

The debacle at Sabine
Pass shook northermn confi-
x]{"l'l{:{‘ Imn i|'1' ['l.:l.".'ﬁl :‘-';l['lTL"['ll:lL"b'
and European faith in Wash-
ington’s conduct of the war.,
LS. eredit rightened owver-
seas, and the dollar lost five
percent of its value.

Across the South, spiris
soared as the Davis Guards
were hailed for cheir hero-
15111, _T-.*f[:'r:icm [Dhavis, presi-
dent of the Confederacy,
called their victory “more
fl."]'li:-i'l'l'ﬁ..’l]'ll‘.' l]'l:'ll'l |,|:'|.L" R:'l”]l."
of Thermopylae.”

Unlike the Spartans
wipml out i that ancient
skirmish, Dick Dowling and
the boys whipped the latter-
d.aj' Persians and lived o rell
about it

Barree
COmneTis
hartechaile @ pmail.com or by mail ac
PO Box 1300LL, Spring, TX
T7393.

'ul:".'l'.l"'l:l.l.'.\ VoHuE

Haile

and guestions

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

special taxing unit.
PROPOSED TAX

P m

Lennon Dr.. Emory. TX

mentioned above.

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2026 tax year that will
raise the same amount of property tax revenue for BAINS COUNTY
EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT from the same properties in both the 2025
tax year and the 2026 tax year.

The voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate that RAINS COUNTY

EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT may adopt without holding an election to
seek voter approval of the rate.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON TAX INCREASE

This notice only applies to a taxing unit other than a special taxing unit or
municipality with a population of less than 30,000, regardless of whether it is a

RATE

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This

means that RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT is proposing
to increase property taxes for the 2026 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD at
r T at the Emory Volunteer Fire Station, 1205 W
TX.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a
result, BAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT is not required to
hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate,
However, you may express your support for or opposition to the proposed tax
rate by contacting the members of the board of BAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERBVICES DISTRICT at their offices or by attending the public hearing

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED
ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property) / 100

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval
tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence

homestead by BAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT last year
to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by

BAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT this year:

$ 0.75861 per $100
£ 0.73427 per $100
£ 0.76575 per $100

2025
Actual Rate

2026
Proposed Rate

2026 No New
Revenue Rate

Total Tax Rate

(per $100 of value) 0.75861 0.75861 0.73427
Median Homestead

Taxable Value $187,294 $192,990 $192,990
Total on Average/Median

Homestead $1,421 $1,464 $1.417

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for RAINS
COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT at (903) 473-2391

rcadmail@rainscad.org, or visit www.rainscad.org.

ar
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50 years ago this week

Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives

Thursday, September 2, 1976

Rains Fair Livestock
Auction Nets
$17,518.26

The following are the
results of the Livestock
Auction held Sarurday night
at the Rains County Fair,
Henry Potts, chairman:

STEERS: Bobert Russell,
766 1hs., 3766, Terrell Farm
Supply; Eddie Horrocks, 786
[bs., $746.70, First National
Bank of Emory; Shannon
White, 752 Ibs,, $690.28,
Terry's Wesrern Wear;
Teresa Cason, 704 [hs.,
$605.44, First State Bank,
Point; Kenneth Daugherty,
834 Ibs., $633.84, Ivan
Alexander Jr.; Sandy Wil-
son, 704 Ihs., $355.20, Nar-
ramore Western Wear;
Michelle Taylor, 810 1hs.,
$575.10, Laramie Meat; Rob
Porrs, 723 Ths,, 557840,
Tawakoni Salvage; Melanie
Taylor, 776 Ibs., $582.00,
Pores Gas Cooy Scott Young,
T13 Ibs,, $499.10, Potes
Feed Store; Mary Beth
Jenkins, 757 bs., $560.18,
Son Montgomery; Jackie
Huddleston Jr., 708 lbs.,
$460.20, Laramie Meat; Pat
Hill, 791 lhs., $498.33,
Triple A Wire Co.; Steve
Owen, 698 1hs., $4158.80,
Bunker Braziel; Rachell
Hawley Alexander, 825 Ibs.,
5429, Butlet's Grocery;
Donnse Carmichael, 708
[bs., 410,64, Tom Caole
(Rost Dairy); Deann Potrs,
791 Ibs., $474.60, Charlie
Callaway; Dodie
Carmichael, 633 lbs.,
$379.90, Booker Nix;
Danny Huddleston, 766 lbs.,
$398.37, Pilerim Feed Mill;
Wicki die Stephens & Bobby
Hooten; Kenny Young, 606
Ibs., $357.54, Ray Bripes;
Anita Wilson, 664 |bs,,
$414.*}fl. D:a|e.."-";jl‘ T-’.usl Cos
Ken Moody, 694 bs.,
$464.98, Tawakoni Salvage;
Mike Gowin, 664 [bs,,
342496, Moody's
Unelaimed Freight; Lloyd
Brumit, 693 lbs., $425.78,
RBow's Gulf Station; Party
Carter, 6087 1bs., $416.77,
Point Co-op Gin; Randy
Gowin, 548 lhs., 3361.68,
Greenville Automatic Gas;
Randy Hawley, 839 Ibs.,
$528.57, Marvin Jones.

BARROWS: Kim Sisk
(Grand Champion), 218
lbs., 3397 .40, Melvin Shu-
mate; Joyce Huddleston
(Reserve Champion), 240
lbs., 3252, First State Bank,
Point; Charles Nelson, 240
[bs., 3194.40, Robert Sisk;
Charles Melson, 209 Ths.,
$167.20, Marvin Jones; Billy
Brimer, 238 lhs., $178.50,
Dielbert Traylor, Tony
Hayes, 200 Ibs., $154,
Woarner Seed Co.; Mark
Horrocks, 228 lbs., 3168.72,
Bunker Braziel; Joyce Hud-
d|l.‘:~Tuﬁ. 179 ll"h., 51 4.1,
Tawakoni Salvape; Grepg

Potes, 235 Ths., $180.95,
First National Bank of
Emory; Kim Sisk, 170 lbs.,
FI56.40, First National
Bank of Emory; Grege Ports,
223 lbs., $191.78, Pratr's
Packing Co.; Kevin Rob-
bins, 240 lbs., $182.40, B &
B Foods: Kl_‘”',.' Raobbins, 240
lbs., 8182.40, B & B Foods;
Bov Brimer, 203 Ibs.,
$164.43, Marty Hooten;
Tony Hayes, 218 Ibs.,
$178.76, Moorman Feed
(Tom Cole); Larey Wrighr,
218 Ibs., $174.40, Don
Hooten; Larey Wrighte, 240
lbs., £199.20, Miller Grove
Farm Supply; Mike YWright,
165 Ibs, $174.90, Mrs, Uless
Adams.

Swine Flu Vaccine
Coming to County

The AMNew  Jersey
influenza immunization cam-
paign will open in Rains
County soon with clinics in
operation at East Tawakoni,
Emory and Poine, according
to Marguerite Braziel, chair-
|:‘IL'1:1I.?I:'I..

Everyone  should  be
immunized with these free
shots as soon as ['l':'lhhil"ll'!." in
order to be protected against
this strain of influenza, said
Mrs. Braziel.

There's every reason to
believe that the AMNew
Jersey, or swine, influenza
poses @ serious threar to the
health of all mdividuals in
the communiry.

It was detected last winter
at Fort Dix, N.J. If it follows
the pattern of  other
influenza outhreaks, it can be
expected to spread during
the coming flu season, said
Mrs. Braziel.

Local  public  health
authotities and members of
the First Lady's Velunteer
Program are working
statewide in the influenza
Immunization campaign.
The First Ladies are assisting
with the recruitment and
arganization of the statewide
program to complete the
irmunizarion campaign,
Volunteers will work in the
campaign alongside private
physicians and nurses, other
vislunteers and public health
personnel,

Clinic sites have been
established to provide for the
efficient administration of
the vaceine and the compila-
tion of necessary information
on each individual.

All shots administered in
public health ¢linics will be
free, she said.

Wildcats Open
Football Season Friday
Night 8 P.M.

The fighting Rains High
School Wildcars open their
season this weel., The Wild-
cats will tackle the Lindale
Eagles. Game time is 5 p.m,

at Wildeat Stadium.

The  Wildcats  have
worked hard for the last 2
weeks and are eaperly awair-
ing their first "real" rest.

The Wildeats are featur-
ing a complete change in the
coaching staff. In addition o
new head coach, Ronald
Mays, we have first assistant
Tommy Anderson, varsity
Assisrants ]I.Il'l Diavidscn,
Mike Muozley and John Sims.

The probable searting
lineup for Friday's big game
is as follows:

OFFENSE—Scott Orren,
split end; Ricky Fuller, tight
end; Weldon Bridges, right
tackle; Tony Pennebaker,
left tackle; Tim Groves, right
puard; Mike Wilkins, left
guard; Randy Tidwell, cen-
ter; Ricky Lovvorn, quarter-
back; Doug Shipp, full-back;
James Smith, right half-back;
and  Dwight  Smith, left
half-back.

DEFENSE—Tim Groves,
Tony Pennebaker, tackles;
Mike Wilkins, Weldon
Bridzes, suards; Monty Pin-
son, Doug Shipp, LB's; Gregg
Potts, MLE; Mark “Wright,
Ricky Lovvorn, HB's; James
Smith, rover; and Phi]lip
Cason, safety.

-Reported by
t'\"tl’l'!.'h

Welfare Office Moves
to Alexander Bldg.

The State Dept, of Public
Welfare has moved its offices
from the courthouse to the
Alexander Building on Hwy.
19 south. These offices will
be occupied effective Sept. 1,

1976.

Rainette Booster Club
to Meet 7th

The Rainette  Booster
Club will have its regular
monthly meeting on Tues-
day, Sept. 7, at 7:30 pom. in
the Rains School Cafero-
riuim.

Mans will be made for the
upcoming membership drive,
iltl.lJ ANNOUNCementTs I:'L';-,::'I.I-le
ing the year's schedule of
activities will be made.

All parents and interested
community  workers  are
invited to attend this meet-
ing.

Sheriff's Office Report

The  sherniffs  office
reported  the  following
arrests for the past week: one
minor  in possession  of
alcahol; one  assault on
female; two public intoxica-
tion; one pickup on warrant
from Lone Oak; one fleeing
from police officer; one for
forgery; and one for theft by
check.

Coach

EEE

Visit us on-line:
ramscountyleader.com

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

ADMINISTRATION/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Point, Texas intends to participate in the Texas Community
Development Block Grant (TxCDBG) program through the Texas De-
partment of Agriculture (TDA). These services are being solicited to as-
sist the City in its application and administration of the TXCDBG Grant
Agreement, if awarded to support the following:
2027 Community Development Fund, one or more projects classi-
fied as regional first priority; and
+ 2028 Community Development Fund, if offered by TDA, one or
more projects classified as regional first priority.
Accordingly, the City is seeking to contract with a qualified profes-
sional Administrator or Service Provider (individual/firm) to prepare the
application and/or administer the contract.
Please submit your proposal of services and a statement of qualifica-
tions for the proposed services to the address below;
Tasha Wilk, City Secretary
320 North Locust Street, Point, Texas 75472
Email: cityclerk@cityofpoint.org
Proposals shall be received by the City no later than 5:30 p.m. on
09/15/2026. The City reserves the right to negotiate with any and all
individuals or firms that submit proposals, as per the Texas Profes-
sional Services Procurement Act and the Uniform Grant and Contract
Management Standards. Section 3 Residents and Business Concerns,
Minarity Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises, Veteran
Business Enterprises and Women Business Enterprises are encour-
aged to submit proposals.

The City of Point is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.

VISIT US ONLINE AT: WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM
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Classified Uds

473-2653

W CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

5:00 P.W, TUESDAY

The Rains County
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes store will
be closed Saturday,
Sept. 4, and Monday,
Sept. 7. There will ba
MO FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION _aon  Monday,
Sept. 7.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our wide
zelection of RV Parts
and Accessories. Hwy,
69N in Emaory. 203-

473-8788.

RENT/

LEASE
_ svomace urs |

Emory Salf Storage,
Hwy. &95, 410 E
Lennon, MNow offering
climata-controlled
uhits. 903-474-91560,
903-348-5459,

MCKE MZIE LAKE
WORKS. Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001, Steelmetal
bldgs., & home remad-
eling. www.mcken
Zielakeworks.com, 903-
2E9-6173.

HOOTEN'S HARD-

WARE, LLC
Has all your welding,
wealding repair and
lumber needs avail
able on site. Hwy.
GON in Emory, 903-
473-B788.

DODSOM AND SOMS
Painting, drywall, car
pentry  and  more,
903-259.8541. For
plumbing needs call
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129,

G&G  GRAVEL. All
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove, Bret Garrett
S03-268-6910.

LAWNLANDSCAPEMOWING

SMITH'S
LAWM CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweaekly rates.
903-521-8506, free

estimates

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintanance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree  trimming &
rarmoval, rataining
walls, irrigation sys
tems., L1 0019094,
903-473-8706, 903-

474-4402.

Visit us online:
rainscountyleader.com

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www. TheWil
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured,
credit cards, appoint-
ments, We specialize
in high risk removals.
Trimming, Removals,
Stumps

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC,
Trea trimming/re
moval, Credit cards,
insured. LIOO19094.
903-473-B706, 903
474-4402,

HELP WANTED

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS |SD.
Visit www. rainsisd.org
and click on Apply
Mow to view current
openings and submit
an online application.
Health insurance
available for eligible
full-time employses,
RAINS ISD is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer,

PArrs 4 PLUS
R e —

595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440

B™F 903-473-2950
903-473-3657

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emory

FIRM MO 10194233
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

Small Taxing Unit Notice

The City of Emory will hold a
meeting at 7:00 p.m. on
9/22/2025 at Emory City Hall,
399 N. Texas Street, Emory,
Texas to consider adopting a
proposed tax rate for tax year
2025. The proposed tax rate is
.270156 per $100 of value.

The proposed tax rate would
increase total taxes in City of
Emory by 3 percent.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

MILLER GROVE WATER
SUPPLY CORP.

Miller Grove Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective land
buyers to wverify with the
manager at our office located at
14966 FM 1567W in Miller
Grove or by calling 903-459-
3383 whether or not water
service is available to the
property in gquestion.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

CITY OF EMORY WATER
SYSTEM

The City of Emory understands
that property is sometimes sold
with the representation that
water is available to the
property from the City of Emory
water system. Such is not
always the case, and the City of
Emory urges any prospective
buyer to verify with the City of
Emory at 399 North Texas
Street, or call 903-473-2465
that water is in fact available at
the particular tract in question.

SOLUTION

SUDOKU

L.L. Spencer Real Estate
"“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959

Don R. Spencer (owner/Broker)
903-473-2225

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

LLSpencerRealEstate.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Foint at our
office located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by

calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is

available to the property in
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL
PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE
EAST TAWAKONI
WATER SYSTEM

The City of East Tawakoni
understands that property is
sometimes sold with  the
representation that water is
available to the property from
the City of East Tawakoni water
system. Such is not always the
case, and the City of East
Tawakoni urges any prospective
buyer to verify with the City of
East Tawakoni at 288 Briggs
Blvd., East Tawakoni, Texas. or
call 903-447-2444 that water is
in fact available at the particular
tract in question.

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

FOREIGN

DOMESTIC
TRANSMISSION

Visit www.cbt.com for
all your banking needs

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls + Clutches « Sealed Jobs « Filter & Fluid Changes

n Visa

D1 W, Main, il » 303-356-4900 « i 810530 [T By

%

Over 20 Years' Experience
4450 FM 515, Emuory,, TX 75440

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

DRIVEWAYS

HOUSE FPADS - LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS
AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

(903) 473-3899

Installer's License 1 & License 2

e

Pll”h,5

RMP 38867
jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

“

Q? ¢

* New Construction
* Repairs

* Remodel
Jonathan Christian

903-513-0063

De ntugies
FROM $1 1 95.FSET

* New Patients Welcome

* Lab on premises

* Relines

» Soft-Lined Dentures

* Repairs while you wait
* Oral Surgery

* Sedation

« General & Cosmetic Dentistry

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 1998
9011 Hwy. 3345, Suite A
Qumhn TX 75474

with additional

& EATING OUT IN
RAINQ CO' INTY

-?"mnrmcx::a:a]

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY

CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emaory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
guestion.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SOUTH RAINS SUD
WATER SYSTEM

South Rains SUD understands
that property is sometimes sold
with the representation that
water is available to the property
from South Rains SUD water
system. Such is not always the
case, and the South Rains SUD
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with South Rains SUD at
121 N. Dunbar Lane, Emory,
Texas, or call 903-473-2122 that
water is in fact available at the
particular tract in question.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE OF
JIMMIE DEAN SMITH,
DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that
original Letters Testamentary for
the Estate of Jimmie Dean
Smith, Deceased, were issued
on August 19, 2026, under
Docket No. 3411, pending in the
County Court of Rains County,
Texas, to Carolyn Kay Smith.

Claims may be presented as
follows:

Representative,
Estate of Jimmie Dean Smith,
Deceased

c/o Philip D. Alexander
Number One Planters Street
PO. Box 38

Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims
against this Estate, which is
currently being administered,
are required to present them
within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law.

DATED August 26, 2026

CURTIS & ALEXANDER FC.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: (903)-473-2297
Facsimile: (903)-473-3069
E-Mail:
philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

AN CAFE—

@!

MON- SAT SAM 9PM - SUN SAM -

2PM

With 19 different flavors available, you con have pie & coffes 19 times
and not eat the same pie twice. There is an option of having 11 flavors

Far & (e
00D TIMES = GREAT PEOPLE

DAILY SPECIALS
DAILY HAPPY HOUR

659 W, Lennon Dr. « Emory, Texas

twice fo celebrate the entire month with 30 dwyvs of pie & coffee!
9“3_4?3_2224 At Jamie’s “1t"s all about the pie”
ROl 271 CR 1558, Alba, TX + 903-765-2087

& Lunch Specials Bcsl “al‘ga"lﬂs “I Iown

211 E. Lennon

303-473-2633

Hwy. 69
( Eh:"iyﬂ"}' ) als@rainscountyleader.con R % /\ Daily IH:III:II Specials
ours:
Monthly Business Directories: B 3 Tue-Sat: 11 9
903-474-9600 = Shopping Euuen ‘?1 a. rna ”;i :30 |.E rI:

= Construction

= Service & Repair
* Food

= Agriculture

400 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas

903-473-0007

Call-ins welcome

Monday-Saturday

903-953-0090 6:00AM - 2:00PM

909 E. LENNON DR. « EMORY

Tex Mex Restaurant
www.doschamostexmex.com

Credit cards accepfed BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY
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RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

Wildcats mauled by Lions in season opener at home

Sports

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcat Devin Hamilton (16) out runs the Lion defenders to the sideline to get some extra
yards during the 6§9-12 season-opening loss to Dallas Life Oak CIiff on Friday, August 28,

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains Caunty Leader staff

The Rains Wildeat varsity football team
opened the season on Friday, August 28, at
Wildear Stadium with a 69-12 loss to the
Drallas Life Oak Cliff Lions.

The Wildcats scored a defensive touch-
l.l.ll"l'r'ﬁ M a ."-I:'UL?P-:I['II.]-SC(?[E.' 1"'!.' H'i'lil!l'llﬂ'l.]"ll'{:
Chris Montano in the first quarter and a
touchdown run by senior Jabari Shields in
the fourth quarter.

The Rains offense rushed for 98 yards and
passed for another 55 yards with 47 yards lost
(4141 i.':ij_:1'|| ?-:1EL;.?-. T]?IL" 'L]{‘fL't'l.h".‘ ilu(:l“'i."li.l i:":}
yards to the Lions,

Leading the rushing attack was junior
Devin Hamilton with 48 yards on eight
carries while Shields ran the ball eight times
for 28 vards.

]uniur LELIiIl"IETl!L'!C]'Q Mnjm' Wallace com-
pleted six of 13 passes for 55 yards and an
interceprion.

His favorite tarper of the night was
sophomore Cash Dale, who caught four
passes for 38 yards. Junior Adam Colson had
two catches for 17 yards.

On the defensive side of the ball, Wallace
had six tackles while Montano notched five
tackles.

Rains recieved the opening kickoff, but on
the return, the ball was soipped and
recovered by the Lions.

Life Oak ClLiff went to work quickly as

RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

they used a 13-yard pass, a G-yard pass and
an A-yard run to set up a two-yard touch-
down run. Rains Q, Life Oak Cliff 7.

The Wildcats started the next drive with
a four-vard run, but were stuffed for no zain
on the next rush. Wallace's pass sailed on
him and was intercepted by the Lions for a
turnover,

The Lion quarterback started the drive
with an incompletion before serambling for
six yards and throwing a 34-yard touchdown
pass. Rains 0, Life Oak CLff 14.

After the return, the Rains offense had a
good run, but it was called back for holding.
Wallace connected with Colson for 10 yards,
but the drive ended with a punt.

The Life Oak Cliff quarterback tried to
run up the middle to start their next drive.
While he was being held up, Montano
stripped the football from him and raced 36
vards for a touchdown. Rains 6, Life Oak
Cliff 14.

The Lions struck back quickly with a
65-vard touchdown pass on Tlhe first play of
the drive. Rains 6, Life Oak Cliff 21.

The Wildcats put topether a consistent
1 L-play drive on their next possession. There
were 23-yard and 15-vard runs by Hamilton,
a 14-yard scramble by Wallace and an 8-yard
run by Shields. The drive stalled inside the
Liot's 20 yard line and a sack of Wallace on
fourth down turned the ball over on downs.

The Life Oak Cliff offense started the

drive with two penalties with one nullifying

Lady Cats champs in Hawkins,
fall to Lady Panthers on the road

&,
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Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Peyton Bryant digs the spike attempt of a Lady Eagle during the 3-2 vietary over
Canton in Talkington Gym on Friday, August 28,

By CHUCK FITTS Texas
Rains County Leader staff Chﬂl,ﬂ,cr&, 20

Rains tock a break from

Hi NS0 ] M 'll

2-0, the Tyler Lady Heart,
2-0, and the Alo Lady
Yellowjackets, 2-0.

Lady

The Rains Lady Cat var-
sity volleyball team finshed
r]‘!ﬁ.' W'L'L‘I’:.L']'!ll.l.h ona ’:{1'“.] =FALe
winning streak after bringing
home a championship from
Hawkins, bur hljffl!l‘i'j a loss
on the road in Mabank.

The Lady Cats compered
at Lady Hawk WVolleyball
tournament in Hawkins over
the past weekend.

In pool play on Thursday,
August 27, they lost to the
Sabine Lady Cardinals, 2-0,
beat the Waskon Lady Cats,
2-0, and fell to the East

t]}l.'." tournmament on FTEIJH':.'I
August I8, for a home match
against the Canton Lady
Eagles. The teams went back
and forth on set wins before

the Lady Cats won the
match, 3-2, with a 15-8
fifth-set.

The varsity team traveled
back to Hawkins on Satur-
day, August 29, with
momentum and scored three
straight wins to claim the
Silver Bracket champi-
onship. They beat the Bishop
{_;l'lf'l";,l'l'l i,.dd':.' {_:I'Uﬁllkl.{'.l.'.‘il

The Lady Cars traveled to
Mabank on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 1, and fell to the Lady
F:||'|1,|'|1‘1'5-', 3-':'.

The Rains Lady Cats are
9-13 for the season.

They will host the Fruit-
vale Lady Bobcats on Friday,
September 4, and travel o
Sulphur Bluff on Tuesday,
September 8, to rake on the
Lady Bears.

District for the Lady Cars
starts on September 10 in
Paris against the Chisum
L:lLi'r' ,‘\-i l].\,"\'td'l'lﬂl‘-.
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With the defender draped on him, Wildeat Cash Dale (18) hauls in the 35-yard pass from
Wildcat Major Wallace during the 69-12 loss to Dallas Life Oak Cliff on August 28.

a touchdown run. Unfortunately on their
third play, the Lion quarterback had to
scramble away from the pass rush and took
off for an 84-yard rouchdown tun. Rains 6,
Life Oak Chiff 28,

Wallace started the next drive by
connecting with Dale for 35 yards, but a
sack, two scrambles by Wallace and an
incompletion turned the ball over on downs,

The Lions scored in five plays with a
15-yard touchdown pass finishing the drive,
Rains £, Life Oak Cliff 35.

The Rains offense had a bad ser of downs
and was held to a three-and-out,

Life Oak Cliff had some problems on theis
side of the ball as they had four incomple-
tions, a sack and three penalties. A 38-yard
pass got them in reach of the end zone for a
19-yard touchdown pass. Rains 6, Life Oak
CLiff 42,

The Wildeat offense started with a sack
before a two-yard run and two incomplerions
turned the ball over on downs to the Lions.

The Life Oak Cliff offense needed two
plays, a 23-yard run and a 10-yard pass, to
tinish their scoring for the first half of the
game with a 16-yard rouchdown pass. A bad
snap on the extra point caused the attempt
to fail. Rains &, Life Oak Cliff 43,

Rains had negative three vards on theis
last drive of the half and punted the ball
away,

The Lions started the second half with the

ball and methodically moved the football 31
vards in seven plays, The drive finished with
a 37-yard touchdown pass. Rains 6, Life Oak
Cliff 55.

Two penalties derailed the Wildcats’ next
drive and they had o punt after losing 13
yards on the drive.

Life Oak CLff put together a ten-play
drive that alternared berween pass and run.
A one-yard touchdown run completed the
drive and the extra point was good. Rains 6,
Life Oak CIiff 62.

Rains got a great return on the kickoff to
start their drive on the Lion's 22-yard line.
Things looked glum afrer two runs netred
zero yvards and Wallace was dropped for a
sack. A pass interference call on fourth down
gave the offense new life and Shields rushed
for 11 yards and 3 yards for the touchdown.
Rains 12, Life Oak ChLiff 62.

The Lions started their last drive of the
night with a 24-vard run. A penalty after the
play tacked on 15 more yards. A 34-yard
touchdown toss ended the scoring for the
night. Rains 12, Life Ouk Cliff 69,

The Wildcats ran three more plays before
the clock ran out on the game.

The Rains Wildeats are Q-1 for the season.

They will host the Rice Bulldogs on Friday
night, September 4, with kickoft scheduled
for 7:30 pan,

Commercial-grade engines

Multiple deck sizes available

+ EF HP HON B

© A B0 DHE N Dl fek

- Bmliskla, frvuch, snd
Eurgul drmndy

3 HP Barwasakl Engine

~ 4" 4" Det b Dpbiaofo

- Campact bk powerdu
prformance

Stop by today to see for yourself!

HOOTEN'S HARDWARE

HWY. 63 N. - 903~-473-8788 - HOOTENSTEEL NET




