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Leader file photo by CHUCK FITTS

The Emory Police Department is making plans for National Might Out to be held Tuesday, October &, at Sandy Creek Park in Emory.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The City of Emory and the Emory
Police Department announced the an-
nual National Night Out will be held
on Tuesday, October 6, at Sandy
Creck Park.

From 6:00 pm. to 9:00 p.mn., the
community is invited to come have
free hot dogs, chips and water with lo-
cal first responders and law enforce-
ment agencies,

Emory police officers are expected
to be joined at the event by Rains
County Sheriff's deputies, Emory vol-
unteer firefighters, Hopkins County
EMS, Texas DPS Troopers and other

]UE '=I|. first rl..':ipl'_'ll'l'i.{l: [s.

Government  agencies and  local
businesses will have booths set up with
information, safety materials  and
goodies to give away, Raffle drawings
will be held throughout the evening.

Mational Might Ourt began in 1954
and is held each year on the first Tues-
day in August, except in Texas, where
the event is held on the first Tuesday
in Ocrober.

The event began with neighbors
turning on their porch lights and sit-
ting in front of their homes and has
evolved into an opportunity for com-
munities and law enforcement to get
together in a relaxed environment to
increase awareness of programs and
anti-crime efforts.

“This is a night for our nation to

stand together and promote aware-
ness, safety and neighborhood unity,”
Mational Project Coordinator Mart
Peskin said. “MNational MNight Out
showcases the vital importance of po-
lice-community partnerships and citi-
zen involvement, When law enforce-
ment and the community work closely
together, some amazing things can
happen.”

All law enforcement agencies, first
responders, or vendors that would like
to participate or make a donation to
the event, please contact Gwen Peter-
son at (903) 473-9003 or gpeterson(we-
mr?rj.'tx.crml.

For more information about MNa-
tional MNight Out, wvisit the websire,
NNa.OTE,

EAST TAWAKOMI
Council discusses
building permits,
sets workshop
dates

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The East Tawakoni City Council
held a regular meeting on Tuesday, Au-
eust 18, to discuss verification of per-
mitted work and set dates and times for
budget workshops.

During the meeting, the council con-
sidered options for following up on
building permits once projects are com-
pleted. The issue arose when the survey
pins for two different properties pur-
chased by Councilman Ken Reed were
placed by a local survey company.

On one property, the survey pins
designating the back of the property
were inside the fence of the neighbor,
On the other property, a survey pin for
the corner of the lot was placed in front
of the neighbor's newly built carport.

Reed stated that he understood that
disputes on property lines with his
neighbors would likely be a civil matter,
He wanted the council to consider op-
tions to insure that building permits is-
sued by the city had a follow-up to
make sure new construction did not
cross property lines.

After more discussion, a motion was
made and unanimously approved to ta-
ble the matter for a workshop to con-
sider options for amending city ordi-
nances to prevent the issue,

Council members checked calendars
and settled on September 2 ar 10:00
a.an. for their first budget workshop
with the follow-up workshop scheduled
for September 9 ar 1:30 p.m. Both
workshops will be held in the council
chambers at East Tawakoni City Hall.

During his comments, Mayor Harold
Chandler said council members in-
spected a city building during a special
meeting as a potential site for a new city
hall and police department. After re-
viewing the remodeling costs and pur-

see ET on page 2

SALE TAX ALLOCATIONS

Point sees significant increase in tax returns for August

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The City of Point saw a 40 percent in-
crease while Emory, East Tawakoni and
Rains County saw a decrease in the
amount of local sales tax allocations be-
ing returned from the office of Texas
Comptroller Don Huffines in August
compared to last year.

The press release from Wednesday,
August 12, announced that $1.4 billion
would be returned this month to Texas
cities, counties, transit systems and spe-

cial purpose taxing districts based on
sales made in June by businesses that re-
port tax monthly on sales made in April,
May and June by quartetly filers.

With $86,130.43 or 3.77 percent less
expected to be returned than 2015,
Rains County, with a half-cent sales tax
rate, has a year-to-date total that re-
mains 11.58 percent ahead of last year
at $770,727.39.

As for the cities in the county, Point
saw a significant increase while Emory
and East Tawakoni experienced a de-
crease in the amount of money being re-

turned in August from the 1.5-percent
53[‘:5 Lax rate.

Point had an increase of over 40 petr-
cent in the amount of sales tax alloca-
tions being returned compared to last
yeat. The state will return $18,180.22 in
August, and the eity is 29.67 percent
ahead of last year with a year-to-date to-
tal at $130,017.32.

Compared to August of last year, the
City of East Tawakoni is 7.36 percent
behind  the year-to-date  total  at
$76,913.41. They expect to receive
F11,996.51 from the state or 1141 per-

cent less than 2025 for sales made in
June.

The City of Emory is expecting to re-
ceive $134,962.35 or 12.81 percent less
than 2025 from the state in August. The
city moves 4,12 percent ahead of last
yeat's total sales tax allocations at
$1,155,954.58.

The Texas Comptroller’s office is ex-
pected to release local sales tax alloca-
tions made from sales in July for those
reporting monthly in the first part of
September.

See chart om page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Extension agent Sarah Latham loves Rains County Fair time

By JUDY KRAMER
Rains County Leadar contributor

Sarah Latham has been an Exten-
sion Agent in Rains County since Feb-
ruary 2020 and held a previous position
in Hunt County where she was a
County Extension Agriculture Agent
for five years. She has been under the
Texas A&M umbrella since 2008 but
started with extension in 2015. She en-
joys her work and says that her favorite
time of the year is Rains County Fair
time.

“When fair cime comes close each
yeat, it is fun,” said Latham. “It is good
to see our work come to fruition. The
four-person Rains County Fair Board
runs everything and I work with them,

need. The Fair Board is connected to
Rains County, and new people come
in. But before them there has been a
long line of family members who have
stepped up when needed to serve,
which keeps stability on board. Plan-
ning for the fair goes on all year. After
the current fair is over, meetings are
held and by January planning starts
again for the next year. Even though |
am not originally from this county,
working with Rains people makes me
feel | have a place here.”

Latham and Robert Fisher are chair-
men of the Junior Livestock Show and
Sale. Latham said that Future Farmers
of America (FFA) students prepare
their livestock in safe behavior because
parents can't get in the ring with them

for the fair when they are in third
through twelfth grades. Many young
students start with a goat or pig, but
some work with heifers which are part
of a two-year program. Families and
children work with agriculture teach-
ers to help raise livestock. Latham’s
daughter used to show heifers while at-
tending Rains [SD.

Latham works in many areas of agri-
culture including working with elderly
people to help them remain active and
be vibrant parts of their community.
She also works with 4H  groups
throughout the year offering programs
such as food and sewing. She originally

became interested in ag and animals
when her best friend's father was an ag

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE

EXTENSION

making sure they have all that they at the fair. Kids usually raise livestock see SPOTLIGHT on page 2 Sarah Latham
. . .
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RAINS COUNTY
Temperatures, power usage
reach near record highs

NEWS BRIEFS

mmunity outhe

& organigations

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.1., OPEN mastings.

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m,,
Crozsroads Al-anan Group, 103
M. Housten 5t., Edgewood, 903-
B96-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
dth Men., 5:15 pm., 215 N.
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Sawrday
F:00-10:00 &.m.

ARBALA DANCE - Mon., 7:00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 1<t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information $03-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fi 514, Emory, 903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs, 11230 a.m., www.
lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Ind Tues., 1-3
p.m. 2483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - firs!
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
TX. Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - ath Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Man.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Centar

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB -
st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, 303-259-
Bds

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each month
9:00 a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB -

15t Mon., 11:00 2.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon., &:00 pm.,
Jan_, Mar,, May, July, Sap., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m,,
Febe, dpr, June, dug., O,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
- July 31 & Oct. 30, &:30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, 3:00 a.m.-noon,
903-398-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
Znd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
A Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 ar
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jrd Tues., 7:00 p.m.,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tuss,, :45 p.m,,
Poinit City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dthThurs,, 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 15D SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 pm,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT 1

Jrd Monday, &6:30 pm,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tieas, and Thurs,, 8:00 a,m, -
5:00 p.m, 110 E Marth St
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 303-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Opan Mon.Fri. 7 am.-4 p.m,
903-473-3099 or 3098

TA

MEMBER 2026

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samatitan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday in
the building behind the pub-
lic library on Hwy. 69 in
Emory, Hours for Mon.-Wed.
are 8:00 am.-4:00 pam.,
closed noon-1:00 p.m. Hours
for Thursday are 5:00 a.m.-
noon. Thrift sales will be
open  every Saturday in
August from §:00 a.m.-noon.
Funds go to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

Election workers

needed

The Rains County Elec-
tions office is critically short
of both Democrar and

Republican election workers,
Dedicared workers who are
American  citizens  are
needed, Call the elections
office if you are interested in
joining the Election Workers
Team in Rains County, at
903-473-5009,

American Legion
Breakfast Sat.,

Sept. 12

Rablk Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #1156
will hold a breakfast buffer
on Saturday, September 12,
from 7:00-10:00 am. ar the
Post home at 215 W, Dufly
St.in Emory. Takeouts are
offered. Payment is by dona-
tion, which goes towards the
upkeep of the home and for
veterans' projects.

ET

Continued from page 1
chase price, the council
decided against purchasing
the building.

Chandler said that a park
grant application had been
submirtted and the ciry will
await the Texas Parks &
Wildlife Dlepartment's notifi-
cation. He also noted that
the company that owned the
tower behind the old police
department had abandoned
the structure to the city.

All council members were
present for the regular meet-
g,

The next meeting of the
city council is scheduled for
September 2 ar 10:00 a.m.

The next regular meeting
of the East Tawakoni ciry
council is  scheduled for
Tuesday, September 15, at
7:00 pan. in the council
chambers of East Tawakoni

Ciry Hall.

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1
teacher and she was able to
spend time around animals.
She lived in a rural area and
was an ag student in high
school.  She  also wook
Mechanical Shop  class
where she built things.
Latham grew up in Com-
merce and attended her first
two vears of college at
Stephen Fo Austin State
University. She then trans-
ferred to the University of
Morth Texas, and praduared
in 2000, She earned a mas-
ter's and Ph.D. at Texas
A&M. Her Ph.D. was in
psychology, and her thesis

was titled Unique Vulhera-
bility: Perceived Risk in
Apging Adules.

Latham has been married
to husband Bradly for 15
yvears, He owns his own
business in the local area.
They have two children, a
20-year-old daughter who is
in college and a 10-year-old
son who attends Commerce
15D, She is a member of the
Methodist Church in Come-
merce and enjoys taking part
in her som's youth sports.
The family has angus cattle
and they love o ravel o
Colorado every summer,

Edward Jones

Brandon R Roberts
CFP’

Financial Advisor

132 W Texas 5t | PO Box 121
Ermary, TX /2440
F03-473-1592

MAET-5894 0444 AECSPAD

Mamber SIPC

Holly Wasson
Financial Advisor
132 M Texas 5t | P O Box 1221

Emary, Tx 75440
03-473-15%2

= edwardjones.com

Happy 99"
Walter Floy

Birthday,
d Moseley!

the best year ever!

We hope this year is

Dad, we are so happy
our father and grandfather. We love you and

and proud to call you

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Fesidents of Rains Counry
experienced @ brief relicf on
Tuesday, August 25, from
the rriple-digit hear thar had
gripped the county for the
berter part of two weeks
causing dropping lake levels
and  pushing  the Texas
power prid to near all-time
record usage.

Rains County spent six
days in Auvgust under a
Mational Weather Service
(NWS)  Extreme  Heat
Warning and 16 consecutive
days starting on Augost 11
under some form of heat
alert. During that time, the
high for Rains  County
crossed  the century mark
every day since August 12,

According to NWS offi-
cial observations, the high
on  Sunday, Auvgust 23,
reached 106.3 for the area
with Fort Worth setting a
new all ime high for the date
at 109 and the hotrest
reading in the region since
2023,

Historically, the normal
temperatures for August in
Rains County are highs
around 93 while lows are

o ! . e
near 70 Those numbers are
based on 30 years of data.

The extreme heat affecred
the lakes in the area with
Lake Tawakoni and Lake
Fork falling to 94.8 percent
full and 84.9 percent full,
respectively., In May, Lake
Tawakoni was considered
full and Lake Fork was at
91.7 percent full.

Numbers from the Texas
Water Development Board
showed Lake Tawakoni was
[.3 feet below its conserva-

rion pool elevation of 437.5
feet, while Lake Fork was at
319930 feer, or 3.62 feet
below its conservation pool.

The heat also pushed the
Electric Reliability Council
of Texps (ERCOT), which
operates the grid serving
about 90 percent of the state,
to the edge of s all-time
record five days running.

Peak demand reached
90,753 megawarts on Mon-
day, August 24, That total
was roughly 336 megawates
shore of the record of 91,089
set July 22, but the grid held
through all five days of near
l'{'(.:l.?l'l..,l. LISAge 'rk'i[]!l'::lllt o L~
servation appeal or an emer-
gency alert.

Long-range outlooks from
NOAAS Climare Prediction
Center continue to favor
warmer and  drier  than
normal conditions for Rains
County and across  East
Texas inte early Seprember,

The forecast for Emory
calls for a 35 percent chance
of rain Wednesday night inro
Thursday morning before
returning dry skies and highs
climbing ro the century mark
into next week.

Health officials urge resi-
L]L"]H.‘- L I.J:l'i:”k waler
throughout the day rather
than waiting until they are
thirsty, avoid strenuous out-
door work during the after-
noon hours, wear light-col-
ored and loose-firting cloth-
ing, and check on elderly
neighbors and those without
relinble air  conditioning.
Children and pets should
never be left in parked
vehicles, where interior tem-
peratures can rise danger-
ously within minutes.

AUGUST '26 SALES TAX STATISTICS

County Melgymt.  Met pymt Pt 2pym.  Metpymis. Potchy.
City Taxsd  this period orige pEar  Change 1o e pritr e om 25
Raing 05 51343 ML A TSR sl TS 1S
EastTawshon 15 1990631 158280 -n4 TEOIE4N E30NEE T3
Emary 15 1486235 14 TIHEE 1281 195585858 110185 410
Foint 15 1B180E 1234051 $148 130T 10026546 RET
Hopkirs 05 SITHSIS0 MEdMI44  BETE LI 56RT 2ESRTTESE A7
Cama 10 730 B34BET AT RGNS 48B0V4E T
Cumity 13 BINXE 080E  e6H O MEEFE 08T 17T
Sulphur Spngs 15 121582302 BOATEOZ 4035 TER4Q43E GA4ETRIO0 1996
Hunt 05 SE0MLET ROSTNE 0% GRI0GEE 6108195 366
CaddoMils 15 18510 12860099 AM 71450 912930 E:
Campbell 15 1BINOT 123MB 1922 Q4TS 1I00s0M  TED
(eleste 135 IB06TTE 143MER 4 10850825 1119658 308
Comemerce 15 220268 1ERINMGE 36E 1S4AT059 1LATRIATTE 154
Greerwile 15125002884 11701558 1542 90866471 920060651 147
HawiCowe 10 220861 200585 1438 1WSTE  1T30BE 166
Lore Cak 10 B3NN MMEEE 950 @274 TMA0EST 440
Meylndvle 10 100113 10ME &5 857839 77305 102
Quinan 15 FGTH0EE 1TRATER 1BED 145702 11BN T
UnonValley 10 B40FTS  GIN0B0 180 4600380 OT0BOTE 2644
West Tawakori 15 2 BBRSE 2584017 25 RQGOLTE 1RG0 T4D
‘ol City 15 HENE0T  2ETE 2041  IEDBT4  B13MEE 16§
Vizn Zandt County does nat Collect sales tax
(ankon ED 430765 4738001 357 JATTIMGED IS4 4T
Edgewood 20 S3563TE 4705466 1360 GTEA02AT  SB05% 256
Edom 10 3120 24l 0% HEERT 17600 1750
Fruitwle VR 11 - W R O - e 8 1 P L
Grand Balne 20 SE3a001  TRNMAM 2068 eldM02Re  S3305A5E 133
\en 20 1ZIEET1T MZVTA 92 SR TRIED MO0 980
WilsPont 20 16ET2AT4 1BGETTIS AN 1EINMEEE 142084702 &VE
Wood 05 3TN BE0005 Th ZMEEIETE 20T3EMIT 4T
Hlba 15 4043250 4083102 06 HGHTTRE EGANO0 -39
GETLES 15 S02MS4 45EMTE 1020 JBOETEY MG45MEE TS
Mingalz 15 Se07% eSS TOV LIWD3EE 20031 446
(Quiman 15 BT TETIGAT ITAT  GEGETA4  GeSE4E 6O
Wiresbore 15 1TIIEA3 13638042 27T0R 10NBA7IM0 SN AW
Yanli 15 13258 MEM 178 SI98E  I00ETE  -1TE

Advertising Works 903-473-2653

Brushing her hair

Hey guys have vou glanced over as
vour wife or girlfriend brushed her

THE OLDEST BUSINESS IN RAINS COUNTY appreciate you more than you will ever know. hair?
Balnﬁ Cnu“[u I ,Eaﬂn You are a blessing to us, each and every day. I believe this is a relevant question
P - Lan, Cam, Marissa, Greg, Denise & Brooke to pose.

Established June 10, 1887 Later in life when vour spouse is
battling cancer is not an option for

her to brush her hair, the pain is too

(Publication Numbar USFS 454-560)

SUDOKU

1 |
Postmaster;: Send Form 3579 to: g o SRR | el i nt Cnbf];- hi db L
& BT O ok is o complete the entire grid wsing the numbers 1-9. Eac r c
Hﬂl”s CUUHW LEﬁDEH mumber can only be usad once m each row, once in each column, and once in Mﬂ} . e this cou ¢ another
PO, Box 127, Emory, TX 75440 aach of the 3x3 boxas. Visit www sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help scenario...

about how o play - and good luck!

6
S

Your spouse has come down with
Alzheimer’s disease and really needs
to get her hair brushed. During your
initial glance vou saw how she likes
her hair brushed and now you are
probably providing a simple task she
can no longer do.

Sometimes a quick glance can
provide a lifetime bond between a
husband and wife by showing her
that you were paying attention to her
as she brushed her hair just the way
she likes it to be brushed.

It was an initial glance that
brought vou together.

Marvin Henson Point, Texas

Telephona: 903-473-2653
‘ww RainsCountyLeader.com + Email: news @rainscountyleader.com
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CITY GIRL

By Linda Brendle

When you're stuck at
home recovering from knee
replacement, or caring for
someone who is recovering
from knee replacement, you
watch TV —
a LOT of
. e
have several
streaming
services but
none of the
high dollar
movie chan-
nels, S0
Dravid -
whose
favorite toy these days is the
TV remote — does a lot of
YouTube surfing, One of his
preatest discoveries has been
“Om the Road™ with Rich
and Ewa (pronounced Eva),
a couple c&[l adventurers from
the UK who describe them-
selves this way: “We travel
the world by motoreycle with
one goal: to inspire everyday
people to take on their own
adventure.”  Their larest
adventure was in the Unired
States where they purchased
two cheap motoreyeles on
Facebook Markerplace and
spent three months traveling
ﬁ}'um Florida to California,
sticking o the back roads
and smaller towns and ralk-
ing to people.

Rich and Eva purchased
two Himalayan 411 adven-

LINDA ERENDLE

coaregporalent

ture  touring  bikes which
were manufactured some-
time between 2016 and

2023, They certainly didn't
offer the comfort and style of
a full-sized heavy touring

On the Road

hike like a FRoad King or
Heritage Softail, but they ran
well, and as it turned our,
they covered around 6,000
miles with very few prob-
lems.

The intrepid paitr hit the
road with no itinerary and no
timetable except to reach
California before their visas
expired. They set out with a
general plan for the day, but
they stopped when they saw
a sight or event of interest,
turned on a road that
seemed more scenic than the
one  they were on, and
stopped to eat or sleep at
wharever establishment was
at hand when the time came.

[ could tell by warching
David's face rthat these
videos were kindling the
wander lust that had burned
so strongly in him in his
yvounger days. [t was what
made him 2o into the woods
with a blanketr and a bag of
beef jerky to spend the night
with his friend Roger dream-
ing of adventures ro come. In
later years, they rode their
motorcyeles without a lot
mote planning to the Terlin-
pua Chili Cookoff, Sturgis
Bike “Week, Blue Ridge
Patkway, the Tail of the
Dragon, Key West, and
many more,

Afrer we married, [ shared
some of those advenrtures
with him, first riding two-up
belind him and larer riding
my own bike. | insisted on g
little more planning - like
shacks, water, and a few
changes of clothes — but we
still stopped when we were

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
Strong Dove Population Numbers Anticipated as
Hunters Fly Toward Opening Day
Dove Season Opens Statewide September 1 for the First Time in History

AUSTIN - For a chird
year in a row, Texas received
significant rain in the spring
across most of the starte,
bolstering the previous year's
healthy dove populations.
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department {TPWID) biolo-
gist's estimate both mourning
and white-winged doves are
near record highs again.

These new population
reports are good news for
hunters hitting the field on
Sept. 1, a listoric early
opening date approved ear-
lier this year.

Surveys Say
‘More Dove’

Spring population surveys
conducted by TPWD staft
found mourning and white-
winged dove numbers con-
rinue to trend near historic
highs, Combined with strong
habitat conditions  across
much of the state, hunrers
should expect solid opportu-
nities when the 2026 dove
SRR |'|]'."I:'E'|.5 .‘ililh."“"ll\l.l.." H1
Sept. 1.

Estimates  place  the
statewide  mourning  dove
population at 36.7 million
birds, a two percent increase
from 2025 and just shy of the
record high of 37.5 million in
2016, White-winged dove
numbers increased ten per-
cent from 2023, with an
estimated 12,9 million birds,
the  highest  estimate  on
record.

Birds may still be scatrered
across the landscape while
fond and water remain widely
available. As August heat
dries things our, hunters are
likely to find larger groups
gathering at available warer-
ing holes. Doves  typically
feed and water twice a day, so
scouting their movement
throughour the day is key 1o
a successful hunt. Hunters
should focus on agriculture
fields or areas with native
fond sources like sunflower,
croton and other annual forbs

and grasses.

Historic Change
to South Zone
Season Opener

The South Zone has
historically been restricred by
federal  regulations  from
opening in early Sept. due o
longsranding concerns about
the impacts of hunting on
late-nesting mourning doves,
After an extensive review of
recent  hiological  dara,
TPWD biologists determined
that there was no longer a
need o delay the opener and
worked with the U.5. Fish
and  Wildlife Service rto
change federal regulations o
allow the South Zone o
mirror opening day and daily
bag limits in the North and
Central Zones.

“For over 100 years, the
South Zone has opened Later
than the rest of the state,
frustrating a lot of hunters,”
said  Owen Fitzsimmons,
TPWD Webless Migratory
Game Bird Program Leader.
“T'm very excited about the
earlier opener, especially in a
yvear when we are seeing
record numbers of doves
down south, but it will be a
big adjustment for both
hunrers and the birds, We
plan to do our due diligence
and conduct extra monitor-
i.“?_': [ ASSLss i,l.l'l.'!f 'i'l'l'l]"i,ll.;[ﬁ [ 14
dove populations, as well as
pet plenty of feedback from
the hunting public over the
next few years,”

With the earlier start to
the regular season, the Spe-
cial White-winged Dove
Drays typically held before the
ft.‘;-_fl.]lill.' Sedsan ﬂ:l[“."l“."]' were
eliminated. These changes
are allowed under federal
regulations on a three-year
experimental basis—a com-
mon procedure for any major
changes to federal migratory
game bird regulations. This
gives TPWD time to properly
L"nrill.lliltl.." ii'l'l}' i.l'l'l.['lﬂli.'.ll"i Lit d‘l""r"..:\
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rited, are when we saw an
Imteresting  eatery, anid
detoured when we saw some-
thing that just had tw be
viewed closer up.

When Mom and Dad
were with us and we could
no lomger travel on the bikes,
we ventured out in a fully-
equipped motorthome. The
side trips and spur-of-the-
moment stops were a lictle
mote limited, bur there was
still enough adventure to
keep us on the road.

Then, life happened. 1
wrecked my bike, we moved,
and by the time we met new
friends who rode, David had
sold his bike, Although we
were no longer tied down by
jobs and caregiving responsi-
bilities,  other  roles  and
obligations as well as aging
bodies  thar  no longer
adapted to unaccustomed
discomforts kept us from
hitting the road on a whim.

Still, our minds are young
and our hearts long for the
adventures of earlier years.
When we watch America
roll out in front of two fellow
adventurers on the screen in
front of us, we smile and say
“We've been there,” or “Do
vou remember.." — and we
can almost feel the wind in
our faces, Thanks, Rich and
Eva, for raking us :|lul1g for
the ride.

].I'I'll.l:'i Hrl.-lu”r' wriles A ".'H.'I.'l:l'!.'
i.'\.f']l.lllll'a [-III HI.'II.I."'.'\.'T:\I Hulrll.‘hl {.‘Iulrl. I'I.
Hh.l.' | L] 'l"lll'l.l‘hll\.'l.l il.ll[l'llll :-IEI.A.J iII.‘-':\
writes abour caregiving, faith, and
famitly on her blog ar fup: Swww.
LifeAfterCavegiving. Ward Press.com.
Yo cian el bt il |
LindaBrendle i@ vabum.com.

hefore the change s made
bef: he cl d
[“."l'l't'lﬂ'lfl‘.']“,.

Doves in Texas

Texas is home o seven
species of native doves and
pigeons, including the three
legal pame species— mourn-
ing, white-winged and white-
tipped doves.

Texas continues to lead
the nation in dove hunting,
accounting for 32 percent of
the mourning dove and 87
percent of the white-winged
dove harvest in the L5,
annually. More than 300,000
hunters take part each year,
generating more than $500
million in economic acrivicy.

Preparing for
the Season

TPWD reminds hunters
to prepare for the early
season heat. Bring plenty of
water, seck shade during
peak hours and be mindful in

dense  vegetation  when
retrieving  downed  birds,
Hunters should also be

mindful when parking in rall

prass to reduce the risk of

starting a fire.

Hunters using dogs should
watch for signs of overheat-
ing in dogs and inspect for
wounds  before leaving the
field. New World screwworm
has been detected in Texas,
and all hunters are encour-
aged to report suspicious
wounds, or larvae in a
wound, ro their veterinatian.
For more informarion about
movement guidelines and
inspections, visit New World
Screwworm  (NWS) Guid-
ance — Agrilife Alert Sys-
[ 14

The regular dove seasons
are as follows:

* North fone: Sepr. | —
Mowv, 8, resuming Dec. 18,
2026 = Jan. 7, 2027

* Central Zone: Sepr. 1 —
Oet. 25, resuming Dec,
11, 2026 — Jan. 14, 2027

* South Zone: Sepr. | -
Oet. 25, resuming Dec,
I8, 2026 — Jan. 21, 2027
Full hunting regulations

are available on the Texas

Ourdoor Annual mobile app

of online ar outdoorannual.

com,

All dove
L:i'lf]—'r':
= A walid huneing license
« A Migratory Game Bird

Endorsement
= HIP certification (survey

completed during license

purchase)

Additionally, anyone bom
afrer Sepr. 1, 1971, must
complete a hunter education
course  before hunting in
Texas. Certification is wvalid
for life and recognized in all
states and provinces, Lack of
hunter education certifica-
tion  and  the  Migratory
Game Bird Endorsement
rank as the two most com-
mon hunting  violations
during dove season. Please
make sure you have the
appropriate licenses  before
heading afield this next dove
hunting season.

hunters must

Healthy Hacks for the Human Brain

“The chief function of the
bady 15 o carry the brain
around.”

Thomas
A, Edisam

Humans

need  their
brains.
There is

nothing
worse than a
human
without one,
of a human
with a rotren brain. Parasitic
brains are trouble too. Those
rombie-like persons  (zome-
times you see them at Wal-
mart) who have lost the
abiliy to exercise rational
thought are often a bother
for the whole world. We all
need brains that are working
and in good order.

The human bram is the
comtrol center for the whole
body, kind of like the main
deck on the Starship Enter-
prise. It is composed of three
main working parts — the
cerebrum, the cerebellum,
and the brainstem.

The cerebellum makes up
the largest part of the brain.
It interprers our five senses
and handles thinking, mem-
ory, and movement. The
outer layer of the cerebrum is
called the cerebral cortex. Tt
has four lobes — froneal,
parieral, cemporal, and occip-
ital. These manage and oper-
ate specific tasks like vision,
language, and touch.

The cerebellum coordi-
nates fine motor skills, bal-
ance, and posture. It is
located at the back of your
brain. If you can nide a
unicycle or dance like James
Brown, vour cerebellum is in
pood working order.

The Dbrainstem connects
the brain to the spinal cord.
It controls vital automatic
funcrions like heart rarte,
blood pressure, and breath-
ing.

The human brain s
shaped like a large walnut
and 1= made up of about 60%
far. The rest consists of
wiater, salts, protein, and
carbohydrates {primarily glu-
cose, glycogen, and glycopro-
teins).

Amazingly, the human
brain contains approx. 100
billion neurons (nerve cells)
and one trillion supporting
cells that bat signals back
and forth berween your ears
iholy cow — that's a lor of
brain cells). If you ate any
lead paine as a kid, you might
have less.

Of all our parts, 1 would
argue that the brain s the
most important. Without i,
you might as well be a corpse,
or work in Congress.

For those of us concerned
with our brain health, it is
i.]'l:l]-lLH'lill'll (4] Tote []hil
dementia begins years before

JODY DYER

Trpewriter Waekiy
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any symptoms appear. Your
brain will begin rotting long
before you find your shoes in
the fridge. So while there are
no puarantees here, you
might maintain a healthy
brain and ward off dementia,
Alzheimer's, or maybe an
onling shopping addicrion
with the following healthy
brain hacks.

The first hack is this -
drink a cup of green tea every
morning. Beneficial neuroac-
tive compounds in green tea
include caffeine, L-theanine,
and ECGC (epigallocatechin
pallate). These super com-
pounds, over time, foster
increased brain cell growth
(neurogenesis).

If you decide to bless your
brain with the goodness of
green tea, be sure to use
high-quality loose-leal tea
ibuy online), not grimy gro-
cery store tea bags (they
might be full of rat poop and
plastics).

Along with tea, drink
coffee every day. Coffee is full
of chlorogenic acids (CGAs),
potent polyphenocls char are
goosd for your brain and body.
I like to drink tea first thing
in the morning {along with
pleney of water), and then an
hour or so later 1 enjoy my
coffee  (freshly  roasted
organic coffee).

Ome especially good way
to boost yvour brain healeh is
ter drink bullerprool coffee,
often used along with inrer-
mittent fasting. Bulletproof
coffee is simply black coffes
blended with burrer and
MCT eoil (medium-chain
triglyeerides). Good for your
brain, bulletproof coffee pro-
motes mental clarity and can
help flush away brain fog. It
can also help with weight
loss, so if you starc drinking
it, be ready to buy new panes.
Mote — Do vour own research
re bulletproof coffee and
consult your doctor firse if
you have any health issues,

The next hack is some-
thing T call brain breathing.
Do this for ewo minutes a few
times a day and your brain
will love you for it. Breathe
through your nose for 4
seconds and then  exhale
through your mouth for §

seconds. The trick is o
exhale longer than you
inhale. This triggers  your

JODY DYER

\"ﬂﬂl]ﬁ nerve. TEIE." "r'il.'l_':'ll.:\-
nerve is the longest nerve in
yvour body running from the
brain to the gur When it is
activated, the wagus nerve
reduces brain inflammation.
Chronic low-grade  inflam-
mation damages brain cells
over time.

Brain walking is another
helpful hack. Sometimes
called dual-task or double-
task walking, you do some
kind of mental activiry while
vou walk., Walking is one of
the best things you can do o
promote brain health, and
adding some kind of mental
exercise compounds the ben-
efit. Meurons firing in differ-
ent parts of your brain work
topether at the same time
and grow stronger as a result,
So instead of listening to
lame sones from MNickelback
while you walk, rip out those
eatbuds and work on your
rimes tables, or memorize
poetry.

This last trick is eoing o
soutd weird, bur it s a real
thing and it works — hum-

ming. Humming causes
vibrations  in your nasal
cavity,  This  wibration

increases the production of
pitric oxide, which is good
for your brain. Nasal passages
and sinuses naturally pro-
duee nirric oxide when air
flows through them. Hum-
ming creates a rapid oscillar-
ing airflow  which  greatly
amplifies this nitric oxide
release. And nitric oxide
prometes plentiful blood flow
to your brain, keeping it
healthy.

Hug and heal your brain
with these healthy hacks.
Make them habirs and scart
tosday. You'll be able o find
your keys tomorrow. ..

JODY DYER is a columnist,
author,  and  former  reacher.
Described by some as a Renaissance
man, he is a baseball fan, coffee
roaster, and accomplished feral hog
trapper. He likes to read, appreci-
ates the ourdoors, and is good with
does and children. He is the father
of three, and lives with his wife in
Texas.
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If You Lose Your Checks...

x=CBIx

Commercial Bank of Texas

If vou have lost or stolen checks, please report it to us

immediatelv. We can then block payvment on those check
numbers, keeping vour aceount safe from the wrong
peaple.

And if you order checks through the mail, make sure vou
carefully examine your delivery to make sure none were
stolen in transit. Just a few tips to keep your money where
it belongs = in your account.
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Sheriff’s Report

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the fu]luwihg
reports of activity during the
week of Auguse 10-16:

Arrests
There

were o
arrests  for
the week.

Calls

8-17: FM
315 Bank
alarm;  CR
1540 Medi-
cal  assist;
Sheriffs Office (50 labby
Investigation; N Texas St
Accident; CR 3060 Brush
fire; SO lobby Theft; FM 515
Mee -;:nt:|1E'l|:|in.‘i11[', FM 2795
Animal welfare concern; PR
7328 Suicidal subject; SO
luhlw Meer |_‘111'|:11‘l]:1iu:1|'|.l : FM
513 Agency assist; Shoreline
[, off 3413 Medical assist;
Egrer Cit. Agency assist; CR
WO Environmental; CR
3325 Medical assist; FM
2737 Debris in roadway; CR
325 Pedestrian stop; FM
515  Found  property;
Tawakoni Dr. Medical assist;
Briggs Blvd. Medical assist;
S0 lobby Meet complaimant;
FM 779 Reckless driver;
Tawakoni Tr. Medical assist;
S Texas St. Motorist assist;
CE 4320 Welfare CoIcern;
CR 3150 Warrant service;
CR 3425 Warrant service;
CR 1399 Fraud: FM 514
Warrant service; CR 3370
Suspicious vehicle; SO lobly
Medical CR 4510
Suspicious activity; Hwy, 19
Agency assist; W Lennon
D, Pedestrian stop; 3rd S
Disturbance.

8-18: 3rd 5t Civil marter;
3rd S Disturbance; Doris
Briges  Pkwy. Suspicicus
vehicle; FM 3274 Livestock
M hr:l-.lw;'a','; Hwy. 195
Drebris in roadway; W Texas
St Medical assist; Tawakoni
Dr. Medical assist; W
Lennon Dr. Envirenmental;
Hwy., 276 Animal welfare
COMcerng; E Lennon D
Medical assist; FM 21795
Animal welfare concern;
Hw'l.'. [9M Animal welfare
concerr; SO lobby Release
property; SO lobby  Fraud;
S0 |Lr11l1j,' Meer Cc:«:11pl:1i11:1t1!;
CR 3411 Apency assist;
Hwy, 69E Assault; Huwy, 69E
Accident; Fi.'ihpc:'iul Rd.
Medical assist; Hwy. 276
Motorist assist; Tawakoni

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Ratas Coanay Shenff

assist;

D, Medical assist; FM 2795
f‘-m.\-|':-i+:i:nu.-i activiry; [Dhoreis
Brigps  TPkwy., Suspicious
vehicle; V£ CR 3734
Agency assist,

8-19: E Lennon Dr. Sus-
picious vehicle; FM 2946
Medical assist HW':.-. LU
Meet complainant; Smith
Cir. Suspicious vehicle; FM
315 Apency assist; Ciry Park
Welfare concern; CR 1540
Dreach; Puckerr Pass Medical
assist; CR 4040 Disturbance;
CR 2515 Theft; Huwy, G9%/
Welfare concern; FM 515
Fraud; CR 3323 TIL".‘iE'S-:I.'i.\.-i.:I'ij:;
CR 2110 Medical assist; CR
1150 Envirenmental; CR
3390 Distuthbance;  Hwy.
69 Reckless driver; Hwy,
34 Bunaway; CR 2110 Med-
ical assist; SO lobby Meer
complainant; CR 2220 Wel-
fare concern; E Lennon Dr,
Busitess alarm; Hw}'. 19
Accident.

8-20: FM 779 Accident;
N Texas St. Medical assist;
Hwy. 19N at the Hopkins
County line Reckless driver;
Litelefield De. Residence
alarm; N Texas St Funeral
escort; Hwy, 69 ar Hwy, 276
Debris in roadway; PR 7708
Found property; CR 1146
Agency assist; CROZ300
Animal bire; CR 3338 Shors
fired: PR 7704 Medical
assist; PR 3451 Medical
assist; ™ Texas St Medical
assist; SO lobby Warrant
service; E Lennon Dr. Pedes-
rrian sLop.

8-21: FM 514 Debnis in
roadway; W Lennon Dr.
Accidenr; TR 3500 Suicidal
subject; CR 4315 Welfare
concern; E  Lennen Dr,
Business :Llﬁh'::', Hw'l.'. 195
Suspicious vehicle; CR 3418
Medical assist; CR 3150
E11\r'1'rn::-1'|.1'|1|3t1.1:|l; Hw-,'. 19
Damaged property; Lictle
Oaks St Medical assist; SO
lc:l!ln,‘ Meen Ethn['ll:'litl:'lh[;
Hwy. 276 at Bull Creck
Bridee Accident; Hunt
f_:mm[y line ar FM 2737
Funeral escort; Hwy, 19N
YWelfare concern; E Lennon
D, Debtis in roadway; Huy.
198 Pedestrian stop; PR
3441 Environmental; SO0
|.nh|?-,.' Tlu:ﬁ; Ird 5. Dame-
aged  property; CRO3120
Medical assist; CR 2360
Welfare CONCetn; R 3315
Burglary; 5  Texas St
Motorist assist; Hwy, 198
REC]\SIL‘}-H Ll'i'\r'i.']': Hwy. :-l?ﬁ Al
Billy's Ligquor Store Acci-

QOver 20 Years' Experience
4450 FM 515, Emory,, TX 75440
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dent; CR 1493 Medical
Aas=isll

8-22: FM 2324 Suspicious
vehicle; W Lennon Dr,
Suspicious vehicle; FM 2795
Livestock on roadway; FM
275 Medical assist; CR 4254
Death; CR 3374 Damaged
property; 5O lobby Harass-
ment; Quitman St, Reckless
dreiver; Wells St Suspicious
person; Hwy. 195 near the
county line Welfare cone-
cern; CR 1315 Medical
assist; CR 4325 Welfare
concern; CR 2110 Medical
assist; HW':.I. 276 Abandoned
vehicle; Cades Pl Warrant
service; Hwy, 19 Motorist
assist: CR 1320 Medical
assist; FM 779 Medical
assist; CR 1396 Medical
assist: CR 1396 Medical
assist; FM 513 Shots fired;
CR 1450 Medical assist; CR
MO8 Apency assist.

8-23: W Quitman St
Suspicious  vehicle; Hwy,
[9N Livestock on rn:h]w:w;
M Texas St. Medical assist; 5
Dunbar Lo, Medical assist;
Lake Fork Dy 'D['Iuh -;]::-I.H.", 5
Texas St Welfare concern;
CR 3236 Medical assist;
Duitman St Drag activiry; E
Lennon Dr. Pedestrian stop;
CR 3400 Welfare concern;
FM 275 Medical assist;
English Crossing Investiga-
tion; Pueblo Agency assist;
M Texas S Accidenr; CR
3374 Gas leak; Hwy. 276
Dristurbance; FM 47
Maotorist assist; E Lennon
D, Motorist assist; CR 3316
Residence alarm; Ave. D
Suspicious vehicle; Garren
Ave, City ordinance viola-
tion; N Texas St Medical
Aas=isll

The Shentf's Department
rcpllflr-_[ ing L".!".\- fm' IhE
week. Among the calls were:
l paper service, 3 damaged
property, 3 debris in toad-
way, 3 disturbance, 1 drug
activity, 27 extra patrols, 1
brush ﬁn&, 9 follow up
investigation, 2 found prop-
erty, 5 environmental, 3
fT:un]n‘, 2 funeral esCOrT, |
harassment, 2 investigation,
1 gas leak, 3 livestock on
r::;‘ulw;’a}', 7 treel COIn-
plainant, 1 open door, 19
public service, 5 reckless
L]l‘li'."lﬁl’?-, | Funaway, 2 shors
fired, 2 suicidal subject, 2
suspicious acriviry, 1 suspi-
cious person, 10 suspicious
vehicle, 3 thefts, 5 warrant
service, 11 welfare concern,
| trespassing, 8 accidents, 1
death, 6 pedestrian stop, |1
abandened vehicle, 9 agency
assist, | bkank alarm, 2
business alarm, 2 residence
alarm, 1 release property, 1
animal bire, 4 animal welfare
concern, 1 assault, &
motorist assists, 1 burglary, 1
ciry otdinance violation, |
civil matter.

There were 144 traffic
stops, 120 warnings, 21
citations, 37 medical calls,
and 22 transports,

ATTENTION
CLASS OF 1965

The class reunion will be held on
Saturday, September 15, at Sidekicks
Bar & Grill starting at 11:00 a.m.

All classmates are invited to attend.

prayers.

Thank you

On August 5, 2026, we suffered one of the worst losses in our life.
Our house we built and moved into in August of 1996 bumned to the
ground. Atotal loss of all our possessions, all our stuff. 3:00 the morning
on the 5 our world changed. We have lived in this community our entire
life, and we never imagined how much we were cared for. Everyone
that reached out to us. All the surrounding Volunteer Fire Depts. Emory,
Point, Alba, Good Samaritans, The Red Cross, Our Church Family, our
Families Church Family, Family, Friends and those that we have never
met and those that God put on their hearts to help, we are humbled and
so thankful for everything that you put forth for us. The generosity,
services, food and the love being shown to us has been an unbelievable
sign of God from above. HE has a way of opening our eyes to the
goodness around us and WE promise to never take advantage of it. Kent,
I, Janie, Kharley, Ray, Kentlee, Caitlyn, Kyle, Kamden, Lucas and
Lynex can’t find a way to thank you all enough for what everyone has
done forus. Our family will continue. Please continue to keep us in your

Love to all and again a huge thank you for all every one has done.
Kent and Jeannine Hayes

Rains County Leader

TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
One Size Does Not Fit Every Texas School

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Tewas Rural Reporter

It is Back-to-school rime
in Texas, and in a political
season  that
means edu-
cation plans
are arriving
almost  as
quickly as
school-sup-
]\[1;' lisrs.

It is good
to see Loy,
Greg Abbort
and  Demao-
cratic challenger Gina Hino-
josa make ['llI]""l:iC educarion
central to the povernor’s
race. Hinojosa is calling for
higher teacher pay,
high-stakes testing, stronger
neighborhood schools and
an end to stare rakeovers.
Abbote, who is asking us for
a fourth term as Governor, is
emphasizing  reading  and
math intervention, teacher
recruitment, reduced class-
room screen time and preater
scrutiny of education spend-
ing.

It is a debare Texas needs
to have.

Abbott's latest proposal
announced this week, would
require school districts to
direct at least 70 percent of
its spending “into the class-
room.” [t would also require
auditz of districes with poor
academic performance or
suspected administrative
bloat. And, Abbotr says
Texas should eliminare man-
dates  that  cost schools
money without improving
education.

There is some irony in
imposing a new  statewide
spending  mandare  while
promising to free  districts
from unnecessary state man-
dates.

That raised a familiar
rural question: Will the same
policy work IEL]LI'.'I]'.",- well in
Houston and Spearman!

Texas has more than
[, 000 school districts serving
communitics with  dramati-
cally different enrollment,
peography,  demographics

SUZANNE
BELLSNYDER

Texs Ruval Rspaner

|L'.\-."-

and  resources. One  size
rarely fits all of Texas—and
it almost newver fits rural

Texas.

Many rural districes have
shrinking  enrollment  and
smaller classes from year to
vear. They face changing
demographics,  difficulty
recruiting certified teachers
and limited housing for new
employees. Yer we can agree
that rural students deserve
the same academic, career
and extracurricular opporiu-
nities available elsewhere.

Providing those opportu-
nities may require [ranspor-
ing students to another com-
munity for welding, health
science or dual-credit cour-
ses. It may require sharing

TXDOT

teachers, investing in tech-
nology or paying more o
recruit someone qualified o
teach a hard-to-fill subject.

A roral district may run
buses across hundreds of
sqquare miles—bringing chil-
dren to school and transport-
ing them to extracurricular
activities—while SETVING
only a fraction of the stu-
dents enrolled in an urban
disrrice. In rural Texas, thar
bus s part of delivering an
education.

SU are If.'.l.'l‘l.]'l'l.‘il.."]li:l]'.‘i.. NUTSES,;
librarians, special-education
diagnosticians,  principals
and security officers. They
may not stand in front of a
classroom all day, but class-
FOHHnS cannot U[H‘Till‘.’ 'l'ﬁ'i[]fl'
out them.

Rural schools often have
fewer students, but they do
not have fewer responsibili-
ries.

Abbort can point to two
major school-finance invest-
ments during his tenure: the
landmark 2019 reforms and
the $8.5 hillion package
approved in 2025, That new
El]"di.]:lk: WS HI"TL‘;IL] AT USSR
two  years, with approxi-
mately half going to teacher
and  stafl  compensation—
including meaningful raises
for experienced rural reach-
ers. Most of the remainder
was divided among desig-
nated purposes such as
operating costs, special edu-
cation and school safety,

Meanwhile, the basic
allotment—rthe foundarion
of school funding and the
money districts can use with
the preatest local flexibili-
ty—had remained frozen at
6,160 per student for six
vears while inflation rose
more than 20 percent. The
10215 package effectively
increased it by only 335, 1o
$6,215.

The $8.5 billion headline
is accurate, bur it does noe
mean local boards received
$8.5 billion o allocate
according to their communi-
ties’ needs. MNor did it restore
the  purchasing  power
schools lost ro inflation.

The state increasingly
divides education funding
i.'l'l[l.? Ei‘l'E'lﬂl'fgll_L" i,i”.(:ll,'ll'll."“l_.‘i.
attaches requirements and
tells districts how the money
must be spent. Every legisla-
tive sessiom also brings new
policies, craining and reports.

I was recently shown the
Texas Association of School
Boards’ guidance explaining
the laws passed during the
last legislative session, The
manual was roughly two
inches thick.

Every requirement in that
manual must be read, inter-
preted, implemented, docu-
mented and sometimes
reported to the Texas Educa-
tiom Apgency. The state can-
not continually add responsi-
bilities and then cricicize

districes for employing  the
people needed to carry them
out.

Texas may need to get its
own house in order first.

A recent State Auditor's
report found that TEA had
one manager for every 3.5
nonmanagerial employees,
compared with a staturory
standard of one for every 11
unless an  exemption is
approved.  From 2021 o
2025, TEA's management
staff grew 38 percent, while
E'llji['l.ii;-_"l..""'ll.."'l'll h:,ll;ir',' cisls
increased nearly 84 percent.
Auditors  also  identified
inconsistent  monitoring of
some state grants, although
they found chat TEA gener-
ally followed procurement,
contracting and granc-ad-
ministration requirements,

And if Texas is going o
lean into greater scrutiny of
public-school districes,
shouldn't the same standard
also apply o its new %1
billion voucher program? Of
course it should. Yer, partici-
pating private schools do not
face the same A-F ratings,
open-meetings require-
ments, elected-board over-
sight, or operational and
funding mandates imposed
on local public schools.

Texas has allowed it’s own
TEA to operare at a different
standard and granted private
schools  receiving  public
E'l'l.l."'ll."" &Ll |:1:\-t i,i]:ll_i.i,l] dl"ﬁ'l]“:ll'li'!."
while moving toward greater
state conrrel  of  public
schools.

Local flexibility does not
mean avoiding accountabil-
ity. But accountability does
not require Austin to make
every local decision.

The simple, and betrer
approach is to increase the
basic allotment, adjust it for
inflation, eliminare unneces-
sary mandates and give
locally elected boards greater
flexibility  over  how  the
money is used,

The stare should establish
L‘X]?l‘l,;t;liim 15, I‘.'f(:llﬂ.",'.'l 1,;11".'”',"
ers and demand results,
Local communities should
decide whether their schools
most urgently need another
teacher, counselor, bus,
security officer or adminis-
Erator.

Raural schools do not need
less  accountability. They
need the flexibility to serve
the children standing in
front of them—nor  the
hypothetical district imag-
ined in Austin,

About the Author

Suzanne Bellstpder is editor and
publisher of the Hasford Couney
Hepomter.Statesman and Sherman
County Gazette, A former Capirol
stafter with decades of experience in
-rl.':‘il.< I"III.I'I.I'.‘i .-I'I'II.I I"I!III."'.'. hllt' nonw
focuses on how stare decisions shape
rueal life theough her newspapers,
including the Teras Hural Reponter.
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Impaired Driving Campaign, DWI
Crackdown Underway Thru Labor Day

AUSTIN The Texas
Department of Transpocta-
tion this week launched a
statewide  impaired-driving
prevention campaign called
“Drive Sober. No Reprets,”
citing a sharp rise n alcohol-
ilt'll] Ll'll“-]’ﬂ‘li” E{i \'.'l'.‘l.".-':'l "LIL':“ ]?I.\-
during last year’s Labor Day
holiday period.

According w TxDOT,
1,303 people died on Texas
roads in 20215 because of
impairm] driving, accounting
for 35 percent of the state's
total traffic fatalicies for the

','1::1[‘. Tl'IE :I;LL"I'LC!.-' :I.!.'i(!'
reported a 57 percent spike in
crash fatalities invelving

I.]TUJ_:."- M i'I.ICI.Pl'H.:II {ill'it'l._L' |.i15|
year's Labor Day holiday
period compared with the
previous year. In less than
four days during that stretch,
26 people died in impaired-
driving crashes on Texas
roadways, TxDOT said.

The campaizn, launched
in |‘~:|rl1‘:¢:r.~ihi]'\ with the Texas
Diepartment of Public Safety
and local law enforcement
agencies, urges Texans (o
choose a sober ride or face
the consequences of driving
utider the influence.

“Drive Sober, Mo Reprees”
activities align with a height-

ened enforcement period set
lﬂ_r' the Mational Highway
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion. From Auvg. 14 through
HE]WI. T, in-;;lm]i.ng Labor I.j:.’i'!.-‘
weekend,  police  officers
across the state will step up
efforts 1o Ii-LIL‘I'I.l‘ifY and areest
impaired drivers in an effort
to reduce  DUI-related
crashes, injuries and dearhs,
TxDOT said.

Officials emphasized that
impairment isn't limited 1o
alcohol. Any substance that
impairs a driver — including

THL, catinabis, cold
medicine  or  prescription
drugs — can lead to a DWI

charge, the agency said.

TxDOT encouraged Tex-
ans o plan ahead by desig-
nating a sober driver, calling
a sober friend or family
member for a ride, using a
rideshare o taxi  service,
taking public transit, or stay-
ing put untl they are no
lonper 1'1'[]]"':Ii.".'l.|..

Beyond the risk of a crash,
a D'WI conviction can carry
31'“.":."1' l_‘l'lnl."-lz'i.]'ll.lzt'ltf.‘-, i!CClITI.]-
ing to TxDOT. Fines and fees
can total up to 517,000, and
a conviction can also mean
jail time, loss of a driver's
license, community service,

court appearances, and diffi-
L"l:l]['l.' riﬁr.liﬁj: 0o lu:;.'i't'ln'_'_ a jul*.
Probation for a DWIT can
include regular drug or alco-
bl resting or a court-ordered
breathalyzer device installed
in a driver's vehicle.

As part of the campaipgn,
Tx=DOT 15 highlighting the
story of Jennifer Chavis, a
F2-year-old Harris Counry
Precinet 7 deputy constable
who was killed Apnl 2, 2022,
in a fiery crash in Houston
caused by an impaired driver.

“I'm  participating  in
TxDOT's 'Drive Sober. No
Fegrets' campaign because it
hures families to lose their
loved ones to i:ln]\:li.rm] driv-
ing that is 100 percent pre-
ventable,” said Tanya Chil-
dress, Chavis” mother. “All of
the pain that my family and |
have experienced could have
been avoided if the i1t:]\:|lrm1
driver who hit and killed my
daughrer Jennifer would have
thought about what he was
doing and made better deci-
sions,”

TxDOT and DPS  are
asking Texans to plan for a
sober ride home this Labor
Day weekend and through-
out the enforcement period,
which runs through Sepr. 7.

“The spider looks for
a merchant who
doesn't advertise so
he can spin a web
across his door and
lead a life of
undisturbed
peace!”

-Mark Twain
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Border barrier construction halted in Big Bend

Amidst mounting  public
(?l]lfl}', LE'I.L" r{‘{]{'fili j:l:?\r'i.']'t'l.-
ment  last  week  halted
construction of border barri-
©rs [Iiﬂ'l'll;:li sltate ]"lil.rl( E'l]'{'l]'."-
erty in far West Texas, The
Texas Tri-
I:'l 1] 1 [~
reported.

Cous -
and
Border
Protecrion
Commis-
siomner
FEodney
Scolt per-
sonally stopped construction
until he could wisit the
region.

Hundreds of people
showed up at the annual
]1!{'{'1_1'\]: (4] l_]'H.‘. Tl‘.x:-l."- FH[’;CH
and Wildlife Commission,
gathering outside its head-
Lll]:lfll‘.rﬁ- i]:l “'I'Iil[ TI:H{']'I.:I]'II‘.'I.J. Fi
tailzate party.

The federal government
il]rl."il.lj'r' I:'Iilh' Senul t?l]][kllf:{']'}i
inte Big Bend National Park

Among those trving to
T:Il.l'!r' E“.'U['l]l‘ (Eh] l]'ll‘ CAllsEe Wias
former Republican Texas
Land Commissioner Jerry
Parterson. "l have yer to
encounter anybody in the
Big Bend area who does not
(?E'l]'."l.'ll‘iL" | “r'il." ,“ I'“." H;iii].

While Big Bend is a
national park, several scare
If‘ill.']\:h' {':i:lll.lli,l ]‘.'L‘ il“’l."f.l‘.'l..l. I‘.'"r'
attempts to build border
barriers, including Big Bend
State Park and Seminole
Canyon State Park.

TPWD chair Paul Foster
ilkldr{'.\-ﬁl‘il EIH.' LCONCETNs I.Pi
those attending the annual
meeting.

T think we agree with
mast of you and are working
with the governor's office
il1'|l.] 1_|:'|.i.' i{‘.l.]l."ill ;-_ELP\"{':E"'I-
ment,” he said, “Our goal is
to minimize damage to the
L"CI.P.‘iYHlI.‘.H'I. :I['I.I.] |_I'||L" I'I.il'll.]fill
beauty of not only the parks,
but the whole area.”

Loims

GARY BORDERS

Vemen Freps Amepiaron

Abbott proposes
extending ban on

H-1B visas

Gov. Greg Abbott lase
week proposed extending a
I‘.'ilt'l M1 H-]H "r'i.h'.'!:‘i ll.h'{‘.li,l [
hire foreipn workers to all
Texas public school employ-
(==t T|:'|L" TL"!‘::I!‘- Tl.'ii‘.'ul'“.'
reported. A similar ban s
alteady in place for Texas
universities. The FOVETIIT
says he will push for legisla-
tion to ensure “exactly zero™
(?E TL"‘X.'!:‘i Hl‘:]'l{'ll.?l. L"I'Ill‘.'l.lf‘r'{']'!'i
are in the state on federal
visas.

“We're tired of the federal
government not  putring
limits on who can come in
'||.|il\|.L"l H-]]:I.lh'I il.lll,,l. IH‘{:J!I.IHL" I.Pi
the federal povernment's
failure to control H-1B visas,
TL"X.:!:‘; ]‘1 ]!;3'\'i.]!j: [ ]'.lll: QU
foot down, and that means
making some tough deci-

sions,” Abbotr said.

Texas school  Jdistricts
employ meore  educators
holding H-1B visas than any
other stare, ;ar.:r.'.x:vrgling o an
analysis from the MNational
Education Association. [ral-
]il.'i ]E:D ]lfi]{]?i i[l |_|:'|.L"' ]!I.I'I'['I.I'IL"I
of educators hired with
H-1B visas ar 171.

Tl'H.‘ I'll.}l.:i{':'!r' I_'E'I.il.lij:l." W‘l'lll]{]
require legislation to pass
during the next regular
session of the Texas |-L*_ui5[:1-
ture, which bepins in Janu-
ary.

Patrick threatens
schools who retain
‘inappropriate’ books

Lt. Gov. Dan Patnck
threatened last week 1o
]11“'1"' rilli!l“:‘i ‘I'lf H{t]'l‘l'll:fll..‘- Wl:'l it
do not pull books marked as
“inappropriate,” The Dallas
MI.H'] ii t'I_L'| Nl‘.“’.‘- TL"['";!I”_L‘I.].

“We're coming for the
books,” Patrick said in a
'I'['I{‘.:‘ifii'lb:{'. [ K%} :1'1Il'f‘l‘.l.':i'l'I:L"lil\l.L"I'H_.‘i.
“We ask that you do it on
vour own and remove these
IH'I“Il:.‘i.“

Patrick controls the state
Senate agenda and savs
school districes Ay eveniu-
ally face funding cuts if those
books remain in  school
libraries. He did 1ot sy hovw
that would oceur.

Abbotr last year signed a
Bill iraro law thae gives school
boards the authority to pull
bocks from school libraries if
]'."ill{'.'l'llﬁ or ]1!{'.1!111L"r:‘i l'l'r l]'l{‘.
public believe they are inde-
cent or profane. Parrick said
Tnew [1{‘.11i||.l.i|.‘.'i dare ]!{'K:t‘ﬁ.‘i;l'l"ln'
because school districts are
not complying,

nf"lnl.ﬂ.']'illh .‘i:“‘{]
stricter oversight over books
in school libraries threatens
]1“.'.:.] I_'|.'|1'||_ri:l] ill'l.l,,l. ACCess Lo

books.

Up to 25,000 plugged
oil and gas wells could
fail, group warns

Tave

|"5I. e I’r'ill.i‘:]'lli,liﬁ_u‘ HTI.'II.I]'.I‘?I'
analysis of Texas oil and gas
well data claims 25,000
]'."I'II;:}_EL"I.] 1’-".""31' ACTOsS |]1lf srate
are at risk of failure, threat-
ening to contaminate the
;aquifl:r.\ many communities
rely upon for their water
supply, the Houston Chroni-
';.:]‘l‘. T{‘.I'll.?”_{‘ﬂl.

The number of so-called
“zombie wells" — plugged
".’ﬂ'l."”h' 1_|'|i|: ri!-i‘.' rrl.}[l'l. [I“.' IJI::I{]
— is about 50 times higher
than previously reported.

Leaking zombie wells are
a growing problem in Texas
oil fields as a growing num-
I‘.'L"T U{ I'l]llj:j:{'ﬂl "u'r'L"][:"i E:Iil.,
sending toxic wastewater up
to the surface and contami-
nating aquifers.

The group, Furure Heist,
has created an interactive
map to i;,ln'nl,i.l"r' the wells art
risk.

The group scraped scare

websites for information. It
J!HHi.'L_E['lL"I.] L"iIL'l:'I. '“"L"[] a  score
based on several factors: the
well plug's age, well con-
STruCrion ;.|1|;a|:i|,1r', L'.l.l-l1l]'."|i.-
ance history and its proxim-
ity to oil and gas wastewarer
injection. All the informa-
tion is publicly available on
websites belonging o the
Texas Railroad Commission.
“1 spent fifreen vears
reporting on what oil and gas
did 1o Texas, and the facts
were always right there in
the public record — just
]‘-uri{‘c] Vﬂ'li{'ﬂ.‘. (RER ST T I'.'.I.H.]]L]
use¢ them,” Saul Elbein,
Future Heist's director, said
in a statement. “Future
Heist digs them out and
makes them impossible to
ig[llff{'l 5403 E“.'U['l ©oCan
what was done to them and
decide what comes next.”

Rl

Smuggled Texas fuel
is bankrolling cartels

Fuel smuggling has likely
surpassed narcotics as the
ML":‘(i.L':II'I. I,,l.'l.lj: ';.::-IT[L"I:‘;‘ I{'.i';,l-
ing income source, accord-
ing o DS and reported by
the Houston Chronicle. DPS
reports the cartels smuggle
fuel worch $12 billion to $17
Billion a year from Texas
into Mexico,

“Fuel rrafficking is a
threat thar is operating in
plain sighe,” Col. Freeman
Martin, the department's
-;,lir-.‘l_'ln::-r, |_|.'||I.] |_E'|.l." stare SL"“-
ate Select Committee on
Homeland and Border Secu-
riy. "T|1|:'I."r-.~ |u:1{]i|1.;: fuel
trucks .... or any container
you can think of and hauling
ir south.”

Cartels have been known
to drive empty trucks into
Texas and rih them up with
legally purchased and tax-
free fuel from licensed termi-
1'Ii||.5-. TE'I.L" lrlll.'k.‘i are []!{'.11
driven to unregulated fuels
sites, where cheaper prod-
pets ate blended inre the
fuel, Customs documents are
forzed or changed, and the
fuel is raken ro Mexico,
Martin said.

Cine possible solution is
make it i”rg:ll for rrucks
carrying hazardous materials
to deviate from pre-planned
Tomates or To ll'.il.rr'!f' e []Lﬂ'l
A0,000 pounds, according to
state and induscry officials.

Gary Borders is a vereran award-
winming Texas journalist. He pub-
lisheed & number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 3-year
.‘hl"il.l'l.. me I'II.-‘III'IE m I.IIII.J_"'.'II."I.‘-'., ]'-.‘-rr
Stockron, Macogdoches and Cedar
Park.  Email: _s[LI:-'nirl‘.-I-'-l'r:.'i:'.-.pn.'i.-.

.
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The Rains County Leader
rries to include a livtle bit of
everything in each issue. For
those who enjoy  finding
errors, we included some of

those as well.
Jaxie Morgan

® Pre-Planning

* Funerals

At West OQaks Funeral Home, the premier funeral home of Sulphur
Springs. our objective is to create a meaningful ceremony celebrating a life
lived and honoring the memory of your loved one.

903-885-0787 » www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

Aaeditionally, if vou hove a pre-need with another fimeral home, we will be glod to honer it T0%,

WEST OAKS

FuNeErarL HoME

e Cremations
e Monuments
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THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Future Chief Justice and Senator fought a duel

by Bartee Haile

The future chief justice of
independent Texas' supreme
court demanded satisfacrion
in an Aug. 28, 1832 letter to
the editor of his hometown
NEWSpPaper.

Dueling
was a rite of
passage  for
male South
Carolinians,
and at age 28

a h n
Hemphill
gualified as a
late bloomer,

His quarrel with the local
['ll."“'?:-['l:l['l{']'tl'l:”'l ETE“' (A8 Uf
the violent debate over “nul-
lification,” the eyeball-to-eye-
ball confrontation berween
the Palmetto State and the
national government, Euro-
peant trade was the lifeblood
of the South Carolina econ-
oy, which had been hemor-
thaging badly under the com-
mercial rtestraints of the
federal tariff of 1828,

The passage of a second
and more restrictive tariff four
years later provoked unprece-
denred L]t'IEIL:mEt. In a dress
rehearsal for secession, the
South Carolina  assembly
adopred an ordinance declar-
ing both acts “null and void.”
Andrew Jackson responded
with a presidential threat
send in the army to enforce
the law of the land.

As an enthusiastic sup-
perter of the nullification
movement, Hemphill took
personal offense at the pro-
Jackson views expressed by
editor M.M. Levy. The adver-
31':“'it:‘~ el Dwo ILI:I.'In':‘\- ]:'”ET o
the field of honor, and the
journalist proved the better
marksman by winging the
challenger in the traditional
exchange.

Less than two years after
moving te Texas in the
summer of 1838, Hemphill
was appointed chief justice of
the new nation's  highest
court. He served the Republic
atnd the Lone Swar Srate in
that important capacity for
the next 14 years.

While widely respected for

BARTEE HAILE

Huianzal Coliermini
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the impartial way he presided
over the supreme court,
Hemphill did have his detrac-
rows. One critic elaimed char
when the court was not in
session the chief justice would
“lie about the places appropri-
ated for loafers in a perfect
state of torpor like a lizard in
the winter.”

Hemphill was a judicial
activist in the truest sense of
the late rwentieth-century
term. He participated in the
famous Council House Fight
with the Comanches in 1840
and stabbed a chief wo death
in the wild melee. The follow-
ing year, he left the bench o
join the Somervell Expedition
in  pursuit  of  Mexican
invaders, who temporarily
terrorized San Antonio.

Legislators met on Nov. 9,
1857 1o pick rwo new sena-
tors. James Pinckney Hender-
sor, Texas' first governor, was
[I'l.L" |1{'.:-|T|'r' ll['l:”'li[!“'lll!i I.'l:'li'l!.';.'.L"'
to succeed Thomas Rusk,
who had committed suicide
the previous July., Bur the
selection of a replacement for
Sam Houston took ten hours
111‘ TATICOTINS wr:|[1_u|il1.}_[ .i]iLI
behind-the-scenes bargaining
unitil Chief Justice Hemphill
finally won our over William
Seurry on the twenty-second
ballot.

The sorest loser in the
chamber was the past presi-
dent of the Republic, who had
[u'{'.'l'li:l.l'll.l{"l'!r' |:'|I.'|Uk:."l,] ]'.":l.‘iﬁ:!j:L"‘
for Washington, DVE, Anson
Jones could not believe law-
[!'I:'ll(L‘Tﬁ _E:!\'{‘ .rlJ.E servale seal o
Hemphill, a man he accused
of having “the practices of a
pamester, the habits of a
drunkard with a life of
licenticusness and incest and
a 1T-year pensionship upon
Texas."

In the United States Sen-
ate,  Hemphill  was  an
adamant and articulare advo-
cate of southern sovereignty
and the right o part company
with the Union, In late 1860,
he made such a persuasive
LA rl.'lT Z";L'l':{'ﬁ."il.”h ll:'l:'ll 11"?[1'.}'
nents of the pullout distrib-
uted 200,000 copies of the

spellbinding senate speech in

fence-straddling Virginia.
Hemphill and 13 southern
colleagues issued a dramatic
call for “immediate secession”
on Jan. 6, 1861, The next
month he traveled o Mont-
pomery, Alabama o witness
the birth of the Confederacy
as the first six states ro
withdraw — Sourh Carolina,
Mississippd, Florida, Alabama,

Georgin and Louisiana -
EH”[]{'\','. d .‘il’.‘l}i'lfil'll' HONETTI-
ment,

Even after Texas seceded
in March and war began in
April, Hemphill stubbornly
refused to give up his sear in
what had become the north-
ern senate. He remained in
the enemy capital uneil his
inevitable expulsion that July.

Jehn Hemphill did not live
to see the tragic conclusion of
the conflict and the punitive
post-war cccupation of his
beloved Texas and South
Carolina. After a four-day
bout with pneumonia, he died
at Richmond, Virginia in
January 1862,

The former chief justice
had company on his sad
journey  home. Col. Hugh
Mcleod succumbed to the
same sickness the day before
Hemphill, and their remains
were  transported  together
back to Austin for burial, The
whole town turned our inoa
cold drizzle to pay their last
respects to the fallen heroes.

Dhuring his 23-year absence
from South  Carolina,
Hemphill visited his birth-
place just once. He had
hardly walked in the deor,
when a particularly pious
sister asked if he believed God
had forgiven him for fighting
the long forgotren duel.

Hemphill would have none
of it, "I did net come here to
be lectured,” he growled
through  clenched  reeth.
“Pack my clothes and [ will
rerurn o exas.”

And thar was the last his
family ever saw of him.

Bartee Haile welcomes  your
ConmimieEnts il.ll\.] I.IIII.'.'\-“\.'\“.< i
barteehaileia pmailcom or by mail ar
PO Box 130011, Spring, TX
TT393.

A Caregiver’s Guide to Medicare

Dherr Savvy Semdo,

I'm taking care of my elderhy
father wha recenty had a stroke
artel hrwe a Lot
of  guestions
abowt  how
Medicare
works  and
what it covers.,
He's enrolled
in  origmal

Medicare.
J"'.‘."!,L.!'m Clan you In::.!_fj-
me!

— Caregiving Crmnig

Drear Connie,

Taking care of a parent
after o stroke is hard enough
without having to figure out
Medicare too. The good news
is  that understanding the
program can make life a lot
easier. Knowing what's cov-
ered — and what isn't — can
help you plan ahead, awvoid
costly surprises and make sure
your father pets the care he
needs. Here's a practical guide
to get you started.

Medicare basics

One of the best places to
start is the official “Medicare
& You™ handbook. Tt explains
benefits and services in plain
language. Medicare mails an
updated copy every fall, but
you can also view it online at
medicare. gov/medicare-and-you.

For questions, call Medi-
care at 800-633-4227 to speak
with a representative. They
can elarify coverage for doctor
visits, hospital stays, home
health care, and more.

Your state’s Srate Health
Insurance Assistance Program

(SHIP}Y is  another preat
resource.  SHIP  counselors
provide free, one-on-one

counseling to help you under-
stand vour coverage, identify
cost-saving  programs, and

answer gquestions about Medi-
care. Find a counselor near
you at shiphelp.ovg or 877-839-
2675,

Caregivers should alse
create a secure Medicare
aceount oat Tll{;'ﬂ!f.(:{lTﬂ.gf.llp'.'rl'l('-
count/logm. Once your facher's
account is set up, you can
review his coverape, track
claims, check the starus of
medical services and prescrip-
tioms, and see which preven-
tive benefits he's eligible for.
It’s an easy way o stay orga-
nized and keep all of your
father's Medicare information
in one place.

Choosing providers

Medicare also lets you
compare providers online at
Tll.ifl,'jl:ﬂ:ﬁ! T .g“lp'_-'llf.'{l Té- I::I'.'Tll!.l.l'l?'{:'.
You can search for doctors,
hospitals, rehab centers, nurs-
ing homes, hospice providers,
and medical equipment sup-
pliers in your area. This is
especially useful after a stroke,
when your father may need
rehabilitation or specialized
Care at |:'H 1 L=

Covered services

Original Medicare covers
[l'lq'l:l'l."' Hl.'."f".-"ii'.l..,‘.'\' '!r'l'l”l.' I-:ll,l:'l‘l"l' |'|'|:1'!|-'
need, including hospital care,
doctor visits, lab rests, and
'I'l:”,rl:l[i.l..,‘l'll treatments.

It also covers home health
care if your father is home-
bound, under a doctor's care,
and needs part-time skilled
nursing ot rehabilitation ther-
apy, such as physical, oecupa-
tional or speech therapy,

Medicare also covers medi-
cally necessary durable medi-
cal equipment and supplies
prescribed by a doctor, includ-
ing oxygen, wheelehairs, walk-
ers and catheters. Short-term
skilled nursing care in a facility
may also be covered for up to

MAILBOX+EXPRESS

314 W. Lennon « Emory
903-473-4449

UPS/FEDEX/USPS
WESTERN UNION

DRIVE-UP WINDOW

Quick-pay Bills
Copies - Faxing

Computer & Internet
workspace

Passport Photos
Mailboxes & Mail Forwarding
Moving Boxes & Supplies

Gift Wrapping

Open Mon.-Fri. 9amto 5 pm j§

Shopyping in

Rains County

“ REMEMBER GOOD THINGS
HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

QL}’ )

LA NN ]

.

More than just feed ...

Boots, Jeans,

Pet supplies,

Home décor & more!

119 N. Texas St.
Emory, Tx
903-473-2249

100 days after a qualifying
hospital stay,

Prescription  medications
are penerally covered through
a separate Medicare Parc D
plan, which helps pay for
[l'l.ii]'l."' “l.l'l]}ii'l'i{"l\l IJFU}_"E '!."{:IUT
father may need.

Hospice care is covered for
patienits with a terminal illiess
and a life expectancy of six
months or less, as cerrified by
a doctor. Tr includes nutsing
care, medications for comfort
and short-term respite care to
pive carepivers a break.

However, Medicare gener-
ally doesn't pay for long-term
custodial care at home, in an
assisted living facility or in a
nursing home, That means it
generally won't cover ongoing
help with daily actvities like
bathing, dressing, eating, using
the bathroom of supervision
for someone with dementia,
Routine dental care, dentures,
eve exams for plasses and
hearing aids are also not
covered.

Cost help

If your father has limited
income and resources, check
programs that help reduce
Medicare costs. Extra Help
assists with prescription drug
expenses, and Medicare Sav-
ings Programs can help pay
premiums, deductibles, and
L:(}i['l.'\".l'r:'l'l'li'.l,_‘.

Visit  medicare.gov/basics!
coststhelp or call 800-633-4217
o learn more or check eligibil-
ity.

Taking time to understand
Medicare can make caregiving
a lictle less stressful. It helps
you stay on top of appoint
[l'l{"l'l.lﬁl Ireatiments :'|'|'I\_| 'l'l.{l.lj]'!'-
ment needs, while giving you
greater confidence that your
fathet is receiving the care and
benefits he's entitled to,

P\nammcy
Gft S‘noP

Soda Fountan

€ Move

Merideth Chavez, PharmD
CwmerDperator

303-933-1392

www.rainspharmacy. com
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
Then Queen Esther answered, “If [ have
found favor in your sighe, O king, and if i
please the king, ler my life be granted me for
my wish, and my people for my request.
Esther 7:3
Mastor Jasom Rolen brought a sermon
titled “The Protection of God.” The story of
Esther shows that God protects His people.
He is aware of their needs and works for their
good, using ordinary situations to save them.,
Esther interceded for her people, foreshad-
owing Christ, the better intercessor, whe
saved us by offering His life so we could be
saved from the wrath of God.
At the end of the service, Beckham Jones,

Dalton Vail, and Ashley Vail fallowed the

Lord in believers' baptism,

August 30, 6:00 pom. — Members' Meeting

Seprember 6, 3:00 p.m. — Church in the
Park. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be
provided. Bring a side dish and/or dessert
and a chait.

Mark Your Calendar:

Septernber 8 - 55+ Fellowship

Seprember 13 — The Church Praying

Seprember 22 — Bible & Biscuits Men's
study group begins

f‘;t.'r:-tunl]l':-er 23 — Womens Wednesday
Moming Bible Study begins

Septernber 13 — Ignite for students ages 4
vears to 3th grade bepins

September 26 — BBC wolunteers staff
RISD concession stand

Emory Methodist Church

By Mary White
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the
city of which | have carried yvou into exile,
Pray 1o the Lord for it; for in its freace you
will have peace.
Jevemiah 29:7
Rev. David Banks continued his seties
Walking In The Promise with a message
titled “What You Keep Returning To" with
:ic‘:fi:|':-|!un'. Fexl I,:Ils'.t'u froin ];'n:rn'::'l]:. The
scripture gives a future with hope. The
message was about the places we retumn tw
:|mJ how even t]:::llgh we ]!.i'\"E been l]w.fl:
many times, we miss our turms. We have a

L]r.-iih: Loy l'l;u.'.lc Lo llur.-in' [ﬂ:u:un‘ which have
shaped who we are. Find that place for God
has always been there,

We rl:l:urlu'd (W] Emnr':.r HL":I[IIH Y R;']m]'.u
Otreach on Thursday. August 27, ac 10:00
aum, to visit with our friends. We have such
Ereat fl‘l.]-::l'l.l.-':-i]li.p and I!]:t'y lowee 1o siing all the
old songs.

Birthday wishes go to Jerryle Morrow and
(_;lL"['I.LJ:I Hille.I.‘l.

Pray for Cindy Fitzgerald, Doris Wilson,
cooler weather and rain,

Have a great w::;:lc :1tu] h:nwm]wr b l¢i1n].
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Simple Ways to Soothe Bunion Pain

Diear Savwy Sendor,
I'm a 'E';"-:i{'{n'-nf{,[ WAHTRETL
and have had a bunion on my

big e for
VTS, but
lately it's

become wore

painfil and is

making it
hard to find
comfortable
shoes, I'd lilke
g g [ avoid

surgery if pos-

sible. What can [ do to ease the

discomforr and keep it from
petting worse !

— Zore Toe Susan

Diear Susan,

You're not alone. Bunions
are very common, especially
among  women, and  they
oftenn become more painful
with age as the joint shifts
out of alignment and inflam-
mation sets in. What may
have started as a minor
nuisance can turn into ongo-
ing discomfort, making it
difficulr ro find shoes that fin
comfortably.

A bunion, known medi-
cally as hallux valgus, is a
bony bump that forms at the
base of the big toe when the
joint moves out of place,
causing the toe to angle
imward., Ower time, this
pushes the joint outward,
creating  the  noticeable
bump.

Why it happens

While right or narrow
shoes  can make  bunions
worse, they're usually not the
root cause. Genetics plays a
major role, which s why
bunions often run in families,
Oiher facrors like flar feer,
arthritis, and  past  foot
injuries can also contribute,
Women tend o be more
prome to them, partly due to

vears of wearing high heels or
shoes with narrow toe boxes.

The good news s that
most bunions can be man-
aged without surgery, espe-
cially of your goal is to ease
symptoms  and  slow  cheir
PrOETESSIon.

Simple relief

The first place to start s
with your shoes. Swirching
to footwear with a wide toe
box, soft materials, and good
arch support can make a big
difference, while high heels
and tight shoes that crowd
',.'::-'u.r [0wes ﬁl‘H."'l.l.]l;.'I I""'L=I il'lrll.?i.lllzdu
It can also help to shop later
in the day, when your feet
are slightly swollen, for a
more realistic fit.

Beyond fooctwear, a few
simple steps can help ease
the pressure. Padding  the
area with over-the-counter
bunion cushions can reduce
friction, and if the joint
becomes sore or swaollen,
icing it for 10 to 15 minutes
a few times a day may bring
relief,  Anti-inflammatory
medications like ibuprofen
can also help, if vour doctor
says they are appropriate for
YO

To further reduce strain,
orthatic inserts, either store-
bought  or  custom, can
improve how your foot dis-
tributes weight. Toe spacers
can also help by keeping the
toes in g more natural posi-
tion, while a night splin,

such as Dr. Scholl’s Bunion
Relief & Toe Corrector
(abour $20), can gently

guide the big oe inw betrer
alignment while you sleep,
[t may alzo help to rotate
vour shoes rather than wear-
ing the same pair every day,
reducing repeated pressure,
In addition, gentle exercises,
such as stretching vour tocs,

picking up small objecrs, or
rolling vour foot over a
tennis ball, can help mam-
tain flexibilicy.

It is important o keep
expectations realistic, These
steps will not eliminare a
buniomn, but they can make it
more manageable,

When to get help

If your bunion pain inter-
feres with daily activities, or
if you are developing corns,
calluses or ongoing inflam-
mation, it is wise b see a
podiatrist  or  orthopedic
specialist. They can evaluate
the severity and recommend
additional treatments.

Also seek care il you
notice redness, warmth or
significant  swelling, which
could signal irritation or
infection around the joint.

Surgery  is  typically
advised only when conserva-
tive measures no  longer
provide relief. Today's proce-
dures are more advanced
than in the past and are
often done on an ourpatient
basis, though recovery can

up too six months  and
bunions can  sometimes
recur.

I the meantime, taking
steps to protect your feet can
go a long way, With the right
care, many people are able to
manage bunions effectively
and stay comfortable, acrive
and on their feet.

Send your senior questions to:

Sawwvy  Senior, [AO. Box 5443,
Momman, Ok 73070, or  wisit
SovvySenioravg, Jim Miller i a

contributor ro the MBC Today show
and author of “The Savvy Senior”
ook,

*& %

Wisit us on-line:
rainscountyleader.com

Obituaries

Thomas Hutson Nelson
1931 - 2026

Thomas Hutson Nelson, 95,
died ar his home on August 16,
2026, He was borm on April 25,
1931, to Bernard Stanley Nelson
and Mary Locketr Hutson Nelson
in Mew Orleans, Louisiana.

His bovhood years were often
spent in Pearlington Miss., where
he fell in love with the outdoors
and a life filled with hunting and
fishing on the Pearl River. A
“Buayou Brother" early on, he could easily
stand in a pirogue and paddle to his hearts
content. The pursuit of warerfowl and
fishing became an obsession. Duck hunting
specifically became his lifelong passion as
evidenced by hundreds of carved decoys and
many duck boat / blind contraptions he built
as an adult,

His parents were avid campers and
sportsmen and they knew best to personally
build a wonderful weekend home for their
five children on the banks of the Pearl. His
father, on a good hunt, would come back
with a sack full of ducks, As an adule, his
obsession for the duck hunt convinced his
four children he must have been a duck in
his first life.

He personally built a home on a peaceful
cove of Lake Tawakoni, He spent his lase 25
years living there and enjoving the peace
and quiet,

After praduating from Newman High
School in 1949, he attended Tulane
University where he earned his medical
depree in 1956, When he was martied and
enlisted as a Captain in the US Army, he
moved to Hawaii where two of his children

were born. There he buile a
wonderful sailboar thar his best
friend eventually abandoned in
high seas. The boat was never
found but the friend was okay.

He was a wonderful docror,
very smart and often consulted by
his doctor peers for his ability as a
brilliant diagnostician. He had an
uncanny ability to be correct when
it came to diseases.

He delivered over 2000 babics. His career
at Family Medicine was one of his greatest
accomplishments since helping people was
what he Jid.

At redrement, he pursued his other
passions. He could paine a canvas beaurifully,
carve a duck or shorebird magnificently, and
use his wir brilliantly as marfest in his pen
names: “Dr. Phil Good" or “Dr. Jerry
Artrick™ ... published for years in the Rains
County Leader.

Mr. Melson will be remembered by his
good friends with the hush before dawn ona
cold hunt, the serene patience of fishing, or
his laughter echoing after a bad joke, Those
wha knew him understood that life's deepest
Jovs lay waiting in these quier places, shared
with both  two-legged and  four-legped
friends.

He is survived by his children, Chris
Melson MD, Thomas Nelson (Gina), David
MNelson MDD (Amy), and Miriam “Mimi"
Nelson; prandchildren, Adam Nelson,
Allison Nelson Hudson (Peter), Molly
Melson Weatherly (Kyle), and Dylan Nelson
(Lauren); great-grandchildren, Natalie Nel-
son, Micah Weathetly and Lilian Weatherly.

Brandon Blake Smith
1994 —

Brandon Blake Smith, 31, died
on August 22, 2026, He was born
om December 21, 1994, o Kyle
Van Smith and Deborah Kay
Jackson.

Mr. Smith graduated from Pave
of East Texas, a milestone of
which he was immensely proud.
Achieving his high school diploma
was a significant accomplishment
for him, reflecring both his derer-
mination and his commitment to personal
growth. Despite facing the challenges of
being disabled, he approached life with
humor, creativity, and a quiet strength that
inspired those around him,

Creative and  arcistic, he expressed
himself through his love for building things,
tinkering and exploring new ideas. He could
often be found enjoying long walks in the
woods, and the beaury of natare. His keen
interest i wvideo games highlighted his
imaginative spitit and his appreciation for
technology and interactive storytelling.

He had a deep connection with animals,
Friends and family would often say that he
was an animal whisperer, and it was clear o

2026

everyone that he cherished the
companionship of countless ani-
mals throughout his life. His home
was a place of comfort and
kindness, not only for people, but
also for every creature that found
its way to his door,

For those who knew Brandon
best, his role as a caregiver for his
father stands as a testament to his
loving, giving narmre. He dedi-
cated himself to providing care and comfort,
demonstrating enormous compassion and
steady devorion. As a family member, a
friend, and a carcpiver, Brandon was quictly
heroic, revealing his strength  through
everyday acts of kindness.

Mr. Smith is survived by his mother,
Deborah Priddy and Gary; father, Kyle
Smith; prandmother, Sandra Rose; sisters,
Lacy Smith, Rebecea Watking and Billy, and
Amber Smith; uncle, Gary Jackson; nieces
and nephew, Chloe Warkins, Hunter
Watking, Zelda Cox, and Sophie Cox.

He was preceded in death by his
stepmother, Pamela Miller; grandfather, Ron
Jackson.

Holly Jo Walker-Kirk

1963 -

Funeral services for Holly Jo
Walker-Kirk, 62, will be held on
Saturday, August 29, ar 11:00
a.m., at Wilson - Orwosky Funeral
Home. Interment will follow ar
[ 2:00 pom., at Sherley Cemetery in
Sulphur Springs.

Ms, Walker-Kirk died on
Aupust 21, 20260 She was borm on
December 25, 1963,

She dedicated many years
working as an office  manager.  Afrer
retirement, she poured her energy mto
volunteer work at senior centers. She found
joy in giving back and was proud of the
impact she made.

She enjoyed shopping, the thrill of
gambling, and one of her Gavorite activities
was playing the hand and foot card game at

2026
; the senior center,

Ms, Walker-Kirk is survived by
her  spouse,  Shirley  Stewart;
sisters, Debbie Martin, Edith Scott
and Marcus, and Penny Williams
and Tommy; close friends, Renee’
Joseph and Jeff; best friend, Amy
Kirk and EKelli; and numerous
nicces, nephews, aunts, cousins
and friends,

She was preceded in death by
her  prandparents, Ezben and Mozelle
Walker; parents, Rudy and Johnnie Sue
Walker; sister, Polly Adams; and nephew,
Johnny Paul

A wvisitation honoring Ms, Walker-Kirk's
life will be held on Auvgust 29, 2026, one
hour prior o the service at 1000 am. at
Wilson - Orwosky Funeral Home,

Church
Directory

EN©RY

METHODISTCHURGCH
We All Maffer To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Taxas 3b
One Block from the Sguars
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Warship Time 10:30 a.m

MIRACLE FAITH

Pastor: Robert Burns Il

Pilgrims Rest

BAPTIST CHURCH | | Baptist Church Point

(Independent) 1140 FM 2964, Emory Church of

820 SH 276 « Emory ' Christ
Sunday School O0M) 2.m. Sunday School......%:45 a.m, Bible Classes Q00 3.7
Worship Service 1004 2.m. Muorning Worship..11:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 pom. Evening Worship..... Gz 00 pom. Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Night Serviee  6:30 pm. - ’ 2 Wed. Eve. Service  7:00 p.m.

“Reaching (vt Becanse We Care™
Pastor Keith Prather

Everyone welcome!

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

1100 a.m.
G:00 p.m.

Pastor: Jimmy Jarret

Hwys 515 & 779
2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

Worship
Worship

2 mibes west of Huy 194 on FM 514

Sunday School ... 10000 a.m.
Morning Warship ... 11:00 a.m.
Ewvening Worship ..., 5:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce
B03-259-1147 & 902-258-03428

Rev. Michael Ledesma '
551 East FM 2795 i
Wi

=
034735118 :%; %
Visit stiohnemory.ong for

Mass times.

From Brookshires, go east
1.2 miles. Turn right onto
FM 2795

] P Richard Kell
803-473-2411 » EmoryMC.org Chiurch: 903-473-3238 il bk g mm{:m:;fmhmahﬂmm
Calvary ZDW{‘/ St. John the Evangelist | | County Lime | | ipou o tuds God' FIRST
H : L]
BaptistChureh | | 2,7 Clunis || UMt | [Baptist Church | [ cHURCH | |"/7728 ciurcn

Bro. Wayne Darty

OF CHRIST

Sunday School 9:45a.m. Hwy. 69 N. » P.O. Box 68 . '8
Morning Worship ~ 11:00a.m. %nmm TX 75440 9..‘15 am. ........ Sunday :‘"""”’l
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m. 903.473-2658 11:00 .. ... Marui_r.g “,“Hh!p
Wednesday Night ~ 7:00pm. | Lo Bible Classes 9400 6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
HUEEJ}"EI.-'EJF&EH’E ;“11 {faa m.n : o 600 pom. .. Wednesday Service
Supday Marning Worship 10000 a.m, .
HWY. 275, 3 miles south Surlay Evening Worship  6:00 p.m. Pastor Dan Wynn
of Miller Grove Wed. Bible Stady T.00 p.m. 903-598-3220
903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219 emarveharchofchrist,org www. fhopoint.com

=== Puint, TX

)
ANy
M

@BAPTIST

Sunday

Sundey Moming

91 Fam
T 30am
650 pm

Small Groups
Maoming Worship
Evening Worship

R Y 803-473-3357
EmaoryBaptist.org
NN Charles) Interim Pastor

(Chrrs) Minister of Music & Senior Adulis
m m Minister of Youth & Education

O e Square

Corner Of Morth & Planters
Downtown Emory

Wednesday
Wednesdoy Worship
§ Achialts, Yourh, £ hildrend

G 30pm

Sunday
Sunday School ... 215 am,
MorningWorship ... 10:30 a.m.

Believers' &=
Baptist Church

Dr. Jason Rolen - Pastor

Jerad Haygoaod — Student & Family Pastar
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister
v, bboemory.org

Wednesday
Adult Bible Study ... &30 pm.
Student Ministry _..... &30 p.m.

903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Love God. Love people. Make disciples.

CHAPE

Following Jesus! #lovefirst

Q 2120 W US Hwy 62

@ thechapelcc.com

@ 203-500-7273

n {clarkschapelcogemornytx

Scan to

plam your
wizit

COME AND SEE

Sundays 10:45am
Wednesdays Tpm

- Fellowship meal Spm
Saturday Night Prayer Gpm
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50 years ago this week

Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives

Thursday, August 26, 1976

Rains Closes Big
Successful Fair

The Rains Fair gets bigger
and better every vear with
the 1976 Rains County Fair
ending Saturday night, Aug.
2lsr.

I all the years since the

beginning, President Carrel
Wilson had many, many
non-paid  helpers to help
make it a better fair for you.

Perhaps more  people
entered the pares, estimates
of six thousand strong the
four-night showing, and 300
lined the sidewalk for the

Saturday afterncon parade

that received high praise.
The best cattle show ever

on exhibit, it was said,
Rains School Tax

Rate 73¢ Per $100
Valuation

applied to the Texas

https:/ /www.tc

TexAs CommiIsSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND
INTENT TO OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT

PERMIT NO. WQOQO10082003

APPLICATION. Cig of Emory, P.O. Box 100, Emory, Texas 75440, has
ommission on Environmental
B{mpnsed Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No,
Qoo10082003 (EPA 1.D. No. TX0149608) to authorize the discharge of
treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a daily average flow of 44,000
%al]uns per day. The water treatment facility is located approximately 5,000
eet southwest of the intersection of County Road 1530 and State High
276, in Rains County, Texas 75472. The discharge route is from the plant site
directly to Lake Tawakoni. Authorization to discharge was previous
permitted by expired Permit No. WQoo10082002. TCE() received this
application on June 19, 2026. The permit application will be available for
viewing and copying at Emory City Hall, foyer, 399 North Texas Street,
Emory, in Rains County, Texas prior to the date this notice is published in the
newspaper. The application and associated notices are available electronically
at the following webpage:
Lexas. gov
applications. This link to an electronic map of the site or faci
location is provided as a public courte
notice. For the exact location, refer to the application. https:
texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-95.935843.32 8841668 |evel=18.

and not part

of the application or
ps .{Egisweh.toeg.

uality (TCEQ) for

way

ity's genera

¥

coun

heari

in state district court.

name, ad

information

s, phone number; ap
permit number; the location and
activities relative to the proposed facility; a specific description of
how you would be adversely affected e facility in a way not
common to the general public; a list of all disputed issues of fact
that you submit during the comment period and, the statement
"[1/we] request a contested case heari
contested case hearing is filed on beh
the request must designate the group’s representative for
receiving future correspondence; identify by
address an individual member of the

adversely affected by the proposed facili
]i P p -

about this permit application or t

ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCE()'s Executive Director has determined the
agplicatiun is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review
the application. After technical review of the application is com
Executive Director may prepare a draft ngit an T
decision on the application. Notice of
Decision will be published and mailed to those who are on the
- wide mailing list and to those who are on the mailing list
for this application. That notice will contain the deadline for
submitting public comments.

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public
comments or request a public meeting on this application. The
purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit
comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ will hold a public
meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree
of ﬁubhc interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A
public meeting is not a contested case hearing,

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the
deadline for submitting public comments, the Executive Director will
consider all timely comments and prepare a response to all relevant and
material, or significant public comments. Unless
directly referred for a contested case heari
comments, and the Executive Director’'s decision on the
application, will be mailed to everis;nne who submitted public
comments and to those persons w

application, If comments are received, the mailing will also
provide instructions for requesti
Executive Director’s decision and

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN YOUR REQUEST: your
licant's name and propos
stance of your prop

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on
issues the requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not
subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a
hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed
questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water
quality concerns submitted during the comment period.

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested
case hearing or a reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you
will be added to the mailing list for this specific application to receive
public notices mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk. In addition, you may
request to be placed on: (1) the permanent maﬂjnilist for a specific applicant
name and permit number; and/or (2) the rl:lailin%1

you wish to be placed on the permanent and/or t
clearly specify which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief
Clerk at the address below.

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE., For details about the status of
the application, visit the Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.
texas.gov/goto/cid. Search the database using the permit number for this
application, which is provided at the top of this notice.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. All public comments and

will issue a
e Application and

the application is
, the response to

o are on the mailin

reconsideration of the
n al r requesting a contested case
A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial

." If the request for
of a group or association,

name and physical
up who would be
or activity; provide the
d above rl‘.‘gﬂrdm,g e affected member’s
location and distance from the facility or activity; explain how and
why the member would be affected; and
the group seeks to protect are relevant to

lain how the interests
e group’s purpose,
Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the
Executive Director will forward the application and any requests for

reconsideration or for a contested case hearing to the TCEQ Commissioners
for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting,

ist for a specific county. If
e county mailing list,

?lete, the

eliminary
liminary

list for this

ture

requests must be submitted either electronically at https://wwwi4.tceq.texas.
gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087,
Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical
address will become part of the aiency’s public record. For more information
e permitting process, please call the TCEQ
Public Education Program, Toll Free, at 1-B0o0-687-4040 or visit their
website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea informacion en Espaiiol,
puede llamar al 1-Boo-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from City of Emory at the address
stated above or by calling Mr. Earl Hill, Mayor, at 903-473-2465.

Issnance Date: August 21, 2026

The Rains [SD Board of
Trustees mer in special
session August 16th with the
following members present:
James lvy, Jimmie Smich, W,
W Montgomery, Bill Pores
and Carl Taylor, Members
absent: Jack Bell and Donald
Pinson.  Others  present:
Ernest  Holman, Emery
Cathey, Hughlene Hayes,
Man Kerr, Mary Davis,
Mamie Daugherty, Maxanne
Potts, Jeanne Ely, Ann
Jennings, Berry Kile, Ann
Jusko, Dallie Sisk, Ross and
Mary EKantenberger and
Jodie Hill. The following
business was performed:

A group of parents of the
fiest grade students appeared
before the board concerning
the first grade enrollment
and the size of the classes.
Mo action was taken on this.

Adopted the 1976-77 tax
roll for Rains 15D in the
amount  of  §556,933 870,
excluding Enszearch Corp,
valuation of $483,310 pend-
ing final litigation.

Adopred the 1976-77
Rains [5D budget in the
amount of 1,068,121 based
on a tax rate of 73¢ per $100
valuation with 90% collec-
rion.

Employed Bill Dhial on
permanent basis in mainte-
nance depr. for 1976-77
school year ac $2.30 per
b,

Vaoted to raise bus drivers
salary to 3179 per month for
1976-77 .h:htm* year.

Raised Joe Ben Trumble's
salary to $840 per month for
1976-77 .h:htm* year.

Radsed  Earol  Taylor's
salary to $450 per month
beginning in Jan. 1977,

Raised  Irwin  Fenter's
salary to 3650 per month for
1976-77 .h:htm* year.

Meeting adjourned.

“The Fair”

By George T. Becknell

The Rains County Fair
has come and gone and as
the many people thar |
talked to stated it was bipper
and better every year.

The many who helped will
help again and more will be
needed each year.

Never have we had as
pood a prade of livestock as
was on display this year,
They were good encugh o
po to any fair anywhere.

The exhibit building was
full of dihl"'l':'l'!.-'!i and all Rains
Conmty and visitors enjoyed
everything from standing
and visiting to the merry-go-
round and cotton candy.

Pre-school
Get-together
September 13th

Monday, Sepr. 13th, there
will be a “Get Acquainted”
meeting at the Emory Park.
It will be at 10:00 a. m. This
will give the mothers oppor-
tunity  for meeting  one
another and the children a
chance to pet acquainted.
There will be punch and
cookies served for the kids.

Children who are three
vears old and those who will
turty three during the 1976-
17 school year are encour-
aged to come and join
Pre-School. It's held rwice a
month on Mondays (the Ind
and 4th) ar 1:30 p, m, to 3:00

m. at the elementary
school library.

Membership dues are $2
per child for the 1976-77
school year. This money is
for the MNational PTA and
supplies and milk for Pre-
Sehool Story Hour.

A  monthly mothers’
meeting is held ar the Rose
Community Center on the
drd Tuesday at 9:30 a. m. All
mothers and members are
encouraged to come and join
to help meet the needs of the
Pre-Schoolers.

Activities chairman for
this coming vear is Mrs.
Sherry Terry. Either Sherry
(473-2516) or Ann Jennings
(473-2508) may be con-
tacted for information and
questions  abour the Pre-
Schoal program and mem-

bership.

We will look forward to
seeing you at the meeting
Sept. 13th.

= Ellie Eoest, veporter,
508.3121

Sheritf's Office Report
By George T, Becknell

The sheriff reported the
fair week was guiet. There
were 1 arrests for public
intoxication, one tor posses-
sion of tarijuana, and one

ANSOL from the army.

Photo Cutlines

WINMERS OF “MISS
RAINS COUNTY"  are
Glenda Hooten, 1st runnee-
up, Terry Sue Dickerson,
Miss Rains County, and
Rantha Ann Pogue, 2nd
runnet-up. Joyee Lynn Hud-
dleston received honors of
Miss Congeniality and Miss
Personality. Terry Sue Dick-
erson was Miss Photogenic. —
Photo by Jan Stone

WINMERS IN “JUNIOR
MISS 1976" ARE: Carole
vy, Junior Miss 1976,
Debrah Carter, st runner-
up and Lynn Hom, 2nd
runnet-up. — Photo by Jan
Stone

FINALISTS IN THE
LITTLE MIsS RAINS
COUNTY 1976 WERE st
Bunner-Up  Lea  Ann
Grimes; “Lirtle Miss" Kim-
berly Jones; 2nd Runner-Up
Deliana Marie Tidwell. -
Photo by Jan Stone

HOBBY BULLARD,
WHO HAS BEEN SELL-
ING TICKETSs FOR THE
Give-A-Way Calf since the
beginning of the fair, was
presented a plagque in appre-
clation for services to the
Rains County Fair 1976,
presented by Henry Ports,
director, in behalf of the
Rains Fair. Hobby said,
“thank my many friends who
supported the fair projece.”
Bud Morthcute was  the
winner of the calf,

— Leader Staff Photo by
Kathleen Becknell

Results of Women's

Division at the Fair

The following are the
results of the judging of the
Women's Division at the
Rains County Fair:

HANDCRAFTS - Patry
Carter, liquid embroidery
picture, blue; Jaxie King, oil
painting, Blue; Jeri
Humphrey, macrame hang-
ing, blue; Eugene Barnes,
dough, red; Barbara Barnes,
:1p}"|i{.]uu, red: Viola Mo PO,
cetamic cat and mushrooms,
blue; Tara Barnes, foil art,
white; Eugene Barnes, foil
art, white; Marcella Willis,
Tole painting, red; Mrs,
Lawrence Harris, knitting,
blue;  Alba  Humphrey,
embroidery, blue; Louise
Baker, knitring, red; Louise
Baker, knitting, white; Mary
Beth Jenkins, crewel, blue;
Linda Jenkins, needlepoint,
blue; Mary Beth Jenkins,
cross-stitch embroidery,
blue; Mary Ellen Morris,
crocheting,  blue;  Patsy
Howard, beaded tablecloth,
red;  Marie  Northeurr,
embroidery,  hlue;  Vera
Williams, doll, red; Kay
Smith, 2 hand-drawn pic-
tures, blue; Mrs. Calvin
Grayson, ceramics, blue;
Lillian Bryant, macrame and
ceramics,  blue;  Jimmie
Rouse, macrame and ceram-
ics, blue; Janie Shelton,
macrame owl, blue; Kay
Chastain, afghan, blue;
Svlvia Butler, crochet, blue;
Susie  Ballard, decoupage,
book, red; Susie Ballard,
decoupage, plaque, red;
Brenda Gilliam, doll, blue;
James Burno, wooden por,
blue; Mrs. Dale Williams,
macrame hanging, red; Betry
[reaton, ceramics, blue; Kay
Chastain, macrame pot
plant, blue.

BAKED GOODS - Juan-
dell Weddle, bread loaf,
blue; Juandell Weddle, cin-
namen rolls, red; Marcella
Willis, pineapple loaf, blue;
Wanda Huddleston, cake,
blue; Jan Stone, cake, red;

Jan Stone, yeast bread, red;
Janie Shelten, homemade
bread, red; Janie Shelton,
browndes, blue.
BICENTENNIAL COR-
NER — Louise Baker, afghan,
red; Jan Stone, cake, blue;
Maye Dee Smith, picture,
red; Vera Williams, picrure,
red;  Margaret  Moody,
afghan, red; Flora Garrett,
ceramics, red; Mary Lyneh,
doll 83 years old, red; Eugene
Barnes, go cart, blue; Nancy
Wilson, afghan, blue.
SEWING und RECY-
CLING = Brenda Gilliam,

pants, red; Tommy Griffin,

shirt, tole painting, blue;
Tara Barnes, decorated
tee-shirts, red;  Eugene

Barnes, decorated tee-shirts,
red; Mrs. Lawrence Harris,
hat, red; Sylvia Butler,
crocheted corsage, red; Jan
Stone, long dress, blue; Faye
Hayes, baby clothes, blue.

HOME IMPROVE-
MENTS - Donna Brock,
lamps, red; Eddie Drake,
pictures, red; Joyee Margos,
tiki head, red; Barbara
Barnes, bath rtub, white;
Tara Barnes, plagques, white;
Mrs, Lawrence Harris, cham,
red.

CANMNING, PICKELING,
FRESERVIMG - Donna
Brock, peppers, red; Patcy
Carter, tomato relish, red;
Patoy Carter, zreen beans,
white; Party Carrer, tomaro
juice, rted; Patey  Carter,
tomatoes, white; Laverne
Shipp, green beans, red;
Laverne Shipp, Jill pickles,
blue; Laverne Shipp, sweet
pickles, white; Laverne
Shipp, sweet pickles (apple)
blue; Jimmie “Willis, beet
pickles, blue; Jinmie Willis,
chili sauce, blue; Jimmie
Willis, squash relish, blue;
Jimmie Willis, grape jelly,
blue; Maxanne Potts, squash
relish, red; Maxanne Potts,
taco sauce, red; Maxanne
Potts, plum  jelly, white;
Maxanne Potts, green beans,
blue; Frances Willis, shelled
pintos, blue; Frances Willis,
green beans, red; Frances
Willis, romato juice, red;
Frances Willis, fig preserves,
blue; Frances Willis, squash
pickles, red; Frances Willis,
blackeye peas, red; Frances
Willis, canned rtomaroes,
blue; Frances Willis, beet
pickles, red; Frances Willis,
green tomato relish, blue;
Frances Willis, cream crow-
der, red; Frances Willis,
Rotel  romatoes,  blue;
Frances Willis, plum jelly,
blue; Jewel Cotton, grape
jelly, red; Jewel Corton, pear
preserves, red; Mrs. T. L.
Wilson, dill pickles, red;
Mrs, T. L. Wilson, squash
relish, red; Mrs. T, L. Wil-
son, veg. soup, white; Mrs.
T. L. Wilson, green beans,
blue; Wanda Huddleston,
Bread and Butter pickles,
blue; Wanda Huddleston,
peaches, red; Wanda Hud-
dleston, kraur, red; Wanda
Huddleston, plum jelly, blue;
Woanda Huddlesron, dill
pickles, red; Wanda Huddle-
ston, tomatoes, blue; Mary
Ellenn Morris, lvish potatoes,
white; Mary Ellen Morris,
cream  style corn, white;
Mary Ellen Mortis, tomaro
relish, red; Mary Ellen Mor-
ris, veg. for stew, blue; Mary
Ellen Morris, pickled beets,
red; Mary Ellen Morrs, chow
chow, red; Mary Ellen Mor-
ris, tomatoes, blue; Mary
Ellen Morris, squash pickles,
red; Mary Ellen Morris,
squash, red; Mary Ellen
Morris, speckled  lmas,
white; Jan Stone, carrots,
red; Jan Stone, peaches,
blue; Jan Stone, pickles,
white; Janie Shelton, sgreen
tomatoes, blue; Janie Shel-
ton, blackeye peas, blue;
Janie Shelton, tomato sauce,
blue; Janie Shelton, snap
pintos, blue; Janie Shelton,
pickled zucchini, blue; Janie
Shelton, stringless beans,
blue; Maxanne Potts, apple
sauce, red; Fay Hays, green
beans, blue; Fay Hays, apple
jelly, white; Fay Hays, grape
jelly, blue; Fay Hays, dill
pickles, red.

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to

Rains Countn Leader

Call 903-473-2653
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H00 M, TUESDAY

Y SALE

Yard Sale, Fri. & 3at,,
Aug. 28-29. A83
RSCR 1460, Point, off
of FM 475, Taoals,
furniture, household
goods & décor, jewelry,
electronics, New sum-
mer clearance.

The Rains County
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes  stare
will be open Saturdays
in August from 8 am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open  Mon.-Wed,, &
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- noon on Thurs.

RENT/
LEASE

Emor\-' self  Storage,
Hwy., 695, 410 E.
Lennon. Mow offering
climate-controlled
units. 903-474-9150,
903-348-5459,

CONSTRUCTION

LAKE
Building

MCKENZIE
WORKS.

boathouses and docks
since 2001, Stealmetal
bldgs., & home remad-

CONSTRUCTION

DODSOMN AMD S0MS
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more,
903-259-8541. For
plumbing needs call
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129,

GG GRAVEL, All
Iypas of graval,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able far spreading,
free astimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett
F03-268-6910,

LAWNLANDSCAPEMOWING

SMITH'S
LAWN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates,
S903-521-8506, free

gstimates.

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sanlegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured,
credit cards, appoint-
ments, We specialize
in high risk removals.
Trimming, Removals,
Stumps

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC,
Tree trimiming re-
mowval, Credit cards,
insured. LIOO19094.
503-473-B706, 903-
474-4402,

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS 1SD.
WVisit www.rainsisd.org
and click on Apply

August 27,2026 9

PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIG/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIG/LEGAL
NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

HOOTEMN'S LAWMN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC

eling, www,mcken
HOOTEN'S HARD- zielakeworks.com, 903-
WARE, LLC 269-6173.

Browse our wids
selection of RV FParls HOOTEM'S HARD-
and Accessories. Hwy. WARE, LLC
BOMN in Emory. 903-
4738788 ry Has all your welding,

473-8788.

remaval,
walls,
tems. LI O0OL9094.
G03-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903

Tim Hooten an online application,
Lawn maintanance, Health insurance
sodding, landscaping, available for eligible
tree  trimming & full-time employees,

retaining
irrigation sys-  Equal

Emplaoyer.

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

MNow to wiew current
openings and submit

RAINS ISD is an
Opportunity

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM

City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
office located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is
available to the property in
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY

CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
guestion.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Motice is hereby given that

original Letters Testamentary for

Estate of Marilyn Hargrave,
Deceased, were issued on August
19, 2026, in Cause No. 3414,

pending in the Probate Court of

RAINS County, Texas to Ronnie
Hargrave.

All persons having claims against
this Estate, which is currently
being administered are required to
present them to the undersigned

within the time and manner

prescribed by law.

c/o: Ruais Law
Attn: Ronnie Hargrave
8951 Collin McKinney
Parkway, St. 201
McKinney, Texas 75070

SIGNED on August 19, 2026

/s/ Philip M. Ruais

Philip M. Ruais

Attorney for Ronnie Hargrave
State Bar No.: 24056239
8951 Collin  McKinney
Parkway, Ste. 201
McKinney, Texas 75070
Telephone: (214) 572-2109
Email: phil@ruaislaw.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE OF
BARBARA ANN LUCKETT,
DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that orig-
inal Letters of Administration for
the ESTATE OF BARBARA ANN
LUCKETT, DECEASED, were is-
sued on August 19, 2026, under
Docket No. 3407, pending in the
County Court of Rains County,
Texas, to ELLIE WAYNE LUCK-
ETL

Claims may be presented in
care of the attorney for the
Estate, addressed as follows:

c/o Philip D. Alexander
Attorney at Law
NMumber One Planters Street
FO. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims
against this Estate, which is
currently being administered,
are required to present them
within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law.

DATED August 25, 2026

CURTIS & ALEXANDER P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: (903)-473-2297
Facsimile: (303)-473-3069
E-Mail:
philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE OF
KATHY SUZANN
STEPHENS, DECEASED

MNotice is hereby given that orig-
inal Letters of Administration for
the ESTATE OF KATHY
SUZANN  STEPHENS, DE-
CEASED, were issued on Au-
gust 19, 2026, under Docket
No. 3413, pending in the
County Court of Rains County,
Texas, to KRISTI LYNN
KREUZER.

Claims may be presented in
care of the attorney for the
Estate, addressed as follows:

c/o Philip D. Alexander
Attorney at Law
Number One Planters Street
PO. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
All persons having claims
against this Estate, which is
currently being administered,
are required to present them
within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law.
DATED August 25, 2026

CURTIS & ALEXANDER P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
FP.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: (903)-473-2297
Facsimile: (903)-473-3069
E-Mail:
philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967
ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON TAX INCREASE

This natice only applies to a taxing unit other than a special taxing unit or
municipality with a population of less than 30,000,regardless of whether it is a
special taxing unit.

FROFOSED TAX RATE $ _0.553664 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $ _0.509155_ per $100
VOTER-AFPFPROVAL TAX RATE $ _0.553664 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2026 tax year that will
raise the same amount of property tax revenue for _RAINS COUNTY _ from the
same properties in both the _2025  tax year and the _2026  tax year.

The voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate that _RAINS COUNTY
may adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This
means that _RAINS COUNTY is not proposing to increase property taxes for
the _2026 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON
_September 24th at 10:00 a.m. at the _Rains County Courthouse, 167 E.
Quitman St.. 2nd floor, Emory, TX .

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a
result, _RAINS COUNTY is not required to hold an election at which voters
may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may exprass your
support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of

the COMMISSIONERS COURT of BAINS COUNTY  at their offices or by
attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIOMNED
ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property) / 100
FOR the proposal: None

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: Nane

ABSENT: None

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax
database on which you can easily access information regarding your property
taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval
tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence
homestead by _BAINS COUNTY  last year to the taxes proposed to be
imposed on the average residence homestead by _RBAINS COUNTY _ this year,

2025 2026 Change
?Eé?-‘ﬁﬁ%xﬂﬁ:ﬁlfalue} 0.524300 0.553664 5.6% increase
SYge Homomend $213842 | $218,767 2.3% increase
L%::“c;nsféiegage 31,121 $1.211 8.02% increase
J01eL toe Lvy on £6.513,046 £7.,397,501 13.58% i
All Properties Lnh 7, : increase

No-New-Revenue Maintenance and Operations Rate Adjustments

State Criminal Justice Mandate:

The _BAINS County Auditor certifies that _RAINS County has spent
$_105,956_in the previous 12 months for the maintenance and operations cost
of keeping inmates sentenced to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

RAINS County Sheriff has provided _RAINS County information on these
costs, minus the state revenues received for the reimbursement of such costs.

This increased the no-new-revenue maintenance and operations rate by
0.000000_/$100.

Indigent Health Care Compensation Expenditures:

The _RAINS COUNTY spent $_42.144  from July 1, _2025 to June 30,

2026 . on indigent health care compensation procedures at the increased
minimum eligibility standards, less the amount of state assistance. For current
tax year, the amount of increase above last year's enhanced indigent health
care expenditures is $_162 . This increased the no-new- revenue maintenance
and operations rate by _0.000012/$100 .

Indigent Defense Compensation Expenditures:

The _RAINS COUNTY spent $_76.993  from July 1, _2025 to June 30,

2026 to provide appointed counsel for indigent individuals in criminal or civil
proceedings in accordance with the schedule of fees adopted under Article
26.05, Code of Criminal Procedure, and to fund the operations of a public
defender's office under Article 26.044, Code of Criminal Procedure, less the
amount of any state grants received. For current tax year, the amount of
increase above last year's enhanced indigent defense compensation
expenditures is §_-1,947 .

This increased the no-new-revenue maintenance and operations rate by
0.000000/5100_.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for
RAINS COUNTY at _(903) 473-2391  or _rcadmail@rainscad.org , or visit
www.rainscad.org  for more information.

IF YOU SUSPECT
0 aiEEﬂc"?ﬁf oo, | | REMEMBER,
DO REPORT,
DON'T WALK Away.
OFFICE : 903-473-5150 mn;hisl?'nﬁﬁi_ﬁT:EE-Fﬂﬂﬂ 600[' mINﬁs
109 Prosperity Plwy, Emory
FIRM NO: 10184233 CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE H AI]I'EN WHEN
SUDOKU LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION
SOLUTION Y
O6[5[81412[113]7] 'wsmw
81712]13/5/1]9]4]6
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i 117 ? ? 9l4(8(2
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Sports

RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Wildcats ready to get started Lady Cats bring home trophy
from Van, fall to Lady Tigers

RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

-

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcat Major Wallace slings the ball to his receiver in the flats during the scrimmage
against the Edgewood Bulldogs at Wildeat Stadium on Thursday night, August 20.

. _ < |8

b

Leader ph

b i =

ot by CHUCK FITTS

Focused on the Bulldog, Wildcat Chris Montano slides outside to cut off the running lane
of the running back during the scrimmage against Edgewood on Thursday, August 20.
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Stop by today to see for yourself!

HOOTEN'S HARDWARE

HWY. 63 N. - 903-473-8788 - HOOTENSTEEL NET

TRains County Leader

ﬁ.“
Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Kyal Williams spikes the ball back to the Lady Tigers during the loss to Blue
Ridge in Talkington Gym on Tuesday, August 25,

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Bains Lady Cat var-
sity volleyball team broughe
El.'i'l'll'lL' |]'IL' {'l:lilllTE'li.(?]!l.\l'll]"'
from a vollevhall tournament
in Yan, but fell to Blue Ridze
at home,

The Lady Cats travelled to
Van for the Lady Vandal
‘\.'{1|]l"_.'|.1.’|” [OUrfatment
Thursday and Saturday,
Aupgust 20 and 22,

[I.'I E'!'C'IU". E'l.il.} 1H1 "rl'll.“'ﬁ\.l.il.'?.
they lost to the Lonpgview
Lady Lobos, 2-0, fell o the
Paris [-:I.]‘,' Cans, 2-1, bur bear
the Wills Point Lady Tigers,

LHL

200,

Rains started bracket play
0N f"::nu:.]:ly with a 2.0
victory over the Big Sandy
Lady Cats and scored a
Victory over the Greenville
Lady Lions to secure a place
in the championship. It took
three sets, but they beat the
Mineola Lady Jackets, 2-1, to
be crowned the champions of
the silver bracker.

The Lady Cars returned
home on Tuesday, August
15, to host the Blue Ridge
Lady Tipers, and lost =
five-set battle, 3-1.

The Rains ]_:a-.ly.' Cats are
4-11 for the season.

They  will  travel o
Hawkins for a tournament
'[-]Eut.ad.ly and l‘;:alul-.l.u'_c.
Aupgust 27 and 29, and will
host the Canton Lady Eagles
O l"J'lu.|:|l,'. Aupusr 28, -]'|'u:1.'
travel to Mabank on Tues-
day, September 1, to take on
the ]_.a-.lw_n.' Panthers.

Enowy
Gall before you dig.

RAINS COUNTY
EMERGENCY ALERTS

STAY INFORMED.
STAY SAFE.

Official alerts sent directly by
phone, text. or email.

SIGN UP FOR FREE
EMERGENCY ALERTS

Get timely alerts about emergencies that could affect you, your

GO TO:

CLICK THE "EMERGENCY ALERTS" BANNER.

family, or your property.

CLICK "CREATE ACCOUNT."”

ENTER YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS OR MOBILE PHONE NUMBER.
CHECK "I'M NOT A ROBOT,” THEN CLICK "SIGN UP.”

ENTER THE CODE SENT TO YOU AND FOLLOW THE ONSCREEN
INSTRUCTIONS TO FINISH CREATING YOUR ACCOUNT.

“Location Name™ is 1o be the name of your reskdence,

“First Namg - Homa"

PREFER TO USE YOUR

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO GO DIRECTLY TO

THE SIGN-UP PAGE.

RECEIVE ALERTS ABOUT

@ Severe weather

@ Shelter-in-place notices

@ Missing persons

@ Wildfires and burn bans

@ Hazardous materials

@ County closures

@ Road closures

@ Utility emergencies

@ And more

@ All-clear updates

Emergency aleris supplement ather warming methods

In an emergency, call 911.




