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RAINS ISD

Trustees discuss budgets, tax rates and personnel

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains [SD Board of Trustees was
updated on the district budget, proposed
budget for next year and staffing during
the regular meeting on Monday, August
10.

During the meeting, the board was
updated on the status of the district’s
current budget which remained in the
red due to the funding caleulation error
discussed during the last meeting. They
were reminded that the actual final

numbers of the 2025-2026 budget will
not be known until the audit in January.

Trustees were presented with a pro-
posed budget for the 2026-2027 school
year. The balanced budger was set at
£21,732,492 with a total proposed tax
rate of 0. 7088 per 5100 of property valu-
arion.

The proposed rate is a combination of
the proposed maintenance and opera-
tion tax rate of 0.6128 and the proposed
interest and sinking tax rate of 0.096.

The district has scheduled a public
hearing for residents in the districe to

speak on the proposed tax rate and bud-
get for Monday, August 24, at 6:30 p.m.
in the Alexander Board Room at the
Rains [SD Administration office.

On personnel changes in the district,
the board was informed that the district
had reduced staffing by 33 compared to
last school year. It was noted thar no
one was fired from the district as the 33
positions were vacant positions that
were not filled.

Board members were shown a graph
of enrollment in the district showing the
peak number of 1,754 students in fall of

2021 and the consistent decline to the
current enrollment of 1,620. The reduc-
tion in the number of students made
staffing cuts inevitable for the district.

The board was updated on issues with
the Skyward software that caused prob-
lems with registration of students for the
school year. [t was stated that the prob-
lem was with the software company and
it affecred all school districts nation-
wide.

Trustees were presented with the

see RISD on page 2

Dishing it out

Leader phote by CHUCK FITTS

The Paint Ladies Service Club dished out scoops of home-made ice cream Saturday evening, August 8, at the Point Civic Center. The
evening included raffle drawings and a cake walk for the kids with all proceeds supporting the organization's scholarship fund for

Rains County graduates.

POINT
Deadline to sign
up for election
is Monday

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The last day for citizens to submit an
application to be placed on the ballot
for a seat on the Point City Council is
Monday, August 17.

As of press time, one packet has been
picked up, but none have been trned
.

Seats up for election in November
are Seat 1, currently held by Douglas
House, and Sear 3, currently held by
Tammy Hooten. House was elecred wo
the seat in the special election in May,
while Hooten will be finishing her four
year term.

Election packers are available ar
Point City Hall, located ar 320 N. Lo-
cust Sereer, during regular business
hours of Monday through Thursday
from 6:30 a.m. 1o 5:30 pm,

If any of the seats are contested, the
city will call an election for November
3. Eatly voring is set for October 19
through Oecrober 30, The final day w
register to vote in the November elec-
tion is October 3.

For more information about the
Point Cirty Council election, contact
Point City Hall ar 903-598-3296,

EMORY

Council hears concerns from resident concerning drainage during regular meeting

From Staff Reports
Rains County Leader staff

The Emory City Council met in regu-
lar session Tuesday evening, August 11,
at Emory Ciry Hall. During the meeting
the council heard neatly an hour of
pointed questions from a resident over
subdivision drainage, joined a coalition
that negotiated a reduced rate increase
from Armos Energy, and set its budget
calendar for the coming fiscal year.

Aaron Cichy, a resident near the Cor-
nerstone Estates subdivision, told the
council he had spent months research-

ing drainage running off the develop-
ment's street terminus on Lance Lane.
Cichy also questioned whether a Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission member
who did private surveying work for the
developer had a conflict of interest. He
asked the council to hire an indepen-
dent, Texas-licensed civil engineer with
no ties to the developer to review the
drainage plan against what was built and
determine whether the city had formally
accepted the subdivision's infrastruc-
ture.

City officials said they required and
reviewed the developer's engineering

plans before approving the subdivision
but do not study drainage on private
land beyond city-owned streets, calling
it a matter between the developer and
the adjoining landowner. Officials said a
private engineering study would cost
roughly $50,000 and they were reluc-
tant to spend that. After extended,
sometimes tense discussion and a
brief recess — the council agreed to ask
the state, FEMA and the Army Corps of
Engineers whether any would study the
drainage at no cost to the city. No for-
mal motion was made.

Matalie Shaddox-White, an Atmos

Energy public affairs manager based in
Greenville, told the council the Atmos
Cities Steering Committee Coalition
negotiates rate changes on behalf of
member cities each year. Under the
coalition's 2026 rate review settlement,
residential customers would pay $13.37
more a month and commercial cus-
tomers $44.82 more. Shaddox-White
said cities that opt out negotiate alone
and risk a higher rate. The council ap-
proved the resolution unanimously.

The council set its fiscal 2027 budget
see EMORY on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Sherri Cockrell teaches students who want to go into education

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

When students at Rains High School
think education might be a field they
want to eventually work in, Sherri
Cockrell can give them the opportunity
to explore the profession. She special-
izes in Career and Technical Education,
and teaches ninth through twelfth
graders offering them hands-on learning
experiences to help determine such
things as grade levels and subject matter
that are most alluring to them.

Cockrell is the teacher leader for the
campus chapter of the Texas Associa-
tion of Future Educarors (TAFE) and
has taken student members of the orga-
nization to nationwide conferences

tions last vear. Students involved in
TAFE attend area conferences, the
state Teach Tomorrow Summit and the
national Educarors Rising Conference.
They also have opportunities to earn
scholarships as well as graduation honor
cords and recognition items. They also
get to network with professionals in the
real world. They comperte in different
divisions such as public speaking, lesson
planning and delivering.

Cockrell started reaching English ac
Rains High School in 2013 and
achieved certification in English Educa-
tion. She taught sophomore English
four years in a row before rransitioning
into her present position. She said thar
her students visit classrooms of various
reachers and some of those teachers let

They get their “feet wet.”

“I formally taught English at Cross-

raads ISD near Athens, Texas for seven
years while mv husband was a youth
pastor,” said Cockrell. “We lived in Mis-
souri for 28 years where my husband
and [ were full-time ministers. [ was a
program services manager who wrote
curticulum for Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion and home-schoeled our kids.”

She is originally from Miller Grove,

growing up there, and she wenrt to the
Assembly of God Church in Emory, Her
then boyfriend, and now husband, Rick,
went o Rains High School while she
went o scheol at Miller Grove. She
earned a bachelor's degree from East
Texas State University.

Sherri Cockre

three years in a row, winning competi- them teach small groups of students. see SPOTLIGHT on page 2
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ALCOHOLICS ANDNYMOUS
Emaory - Tues, & Thurs, 7:00-8:00
p.m., open mestings.

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 9032-
243-6T 66 or

9034397573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m.,
Crassroads M-anan Group, 103
M. Houston 5t., Edgewood, 903-
89567270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 155,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co.-
d4th Man,, 5:15 p.m., 215 K.
Duffy 5t., Emory, 903-438-6045
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Saturday
7:00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE - Mon., 7:00-
9:30 p.m, Arbala Community
Center

CELEERATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, &:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EAST TAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Oakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 15t and
3rd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charros in Emery. Call for
information $03-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri.,
10:00 2,m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
FM 514, Emory. 903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs.,
1:00 p.rm, Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1st Thurs., 11:30 a.m., wwwe
lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Znd Tues, 1-3
p.m, 9483 W.FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsboro Gun Club, Winnsbom
T, Sue Parrish

9034739819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - Znd Tues., 6:30 p.m.
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
£1440 - ath Thurs,, :30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Mon,,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB -
15t Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Comrmunity Center, 903-269-
8444

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each month
G:00 a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB -

1st Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon,, &:00 pm,,
Jan., Mar,, May, July, Sep., Now,
Emaory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIERARY
BOARD - dth Mon., 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr, June, Aug., Oct,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
apen 1:00-4:00 pm. Mon. &
Thurs,

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
-July 31 & Oct. 30, &:30 p.m,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs., .00 a.m.-noan,
F03-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
A Battered Women's Shelter.
Call #03-455-4612 ar
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
3rd Tues., 7:00 pm,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues,, 7:00 prm,,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues, 6:45 pm.,
Paint City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.im.

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dth Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthpusa

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m,,

Philip Alexandar Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building.

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

3rd Monday, &:30 pm,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon., Tues, and Thurs,, B0 a.m. -
5:00 prm, 110 - North 5t
TRANSPORTATION:

Tarschedule 3 ride Call 903-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Open Mon-Fri. 7 &.m-4 pm,
903-473-50%% or S008
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NEWS BRIEFS

THE PUBLIC FORUM |

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Raing Counry Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday in
the building behind the pub-
lic library on Hwy. 69 in
Emory. Hours for Mon,-Wed.
are  8:00 am-4:00 pom.,
closed noon-1:00 pan. Hours
for Thursday are 8:00 am.-
noon. Thrift sales will be
open  every  Saturday  in
August from 8:00 a.m-noon.
Funds po 1o buy food for the
needy and o operate the
Lenter.

American Legion
Dinner Sat., Aug. 22

Rabk Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #156
will offer a dinner with
desserts and drinks on Satur-
day, August 12, from 4:00-
T:00 pom. at the Post home
at 215 M. Duffy St in Emory.
Takeouts are offered. Pay-
ment is by donation, which
poes towards the upkeep of
the home and for veterans'
projects.

Election workers

needed

The Rains County Elec-
tions office is critically short
of  both  Democrat  and
Republican election workers.
Dedicated workers who are
American  citizens  are
needed. Call the elections
office if you are interested in
joining the Elecrion Workers

Team in Rains County, at

903-473-5009.

Rains County
Republicans host

screening Aug. 24

The Rains Counry Repub-
licans will host a free screen-
ing of the 2026 documentary
film Dury te Disobey on
t'u'{nnql::l}', .-ﬁl.ugusl, 24, from
300 pm. - 5:00 pam., at
Sidekick's Bar & Grill. The
.lipr:-;,'.i:ll guest will e L‘!{;{‘.
Yarbrough., Everyone s
invited and Veterans will be
|:'|{'|'|'H'l]'tfi,].

Reserved season
football tickets on
sale now

Reserved season tickets
for the UPCCHming 2026 Wild-
cat Football Season are now
on sale in the administration
office for (2023) reserved
season ticket holders. Season
tickers may only be renewed
in person at the administra-
tion office from 5:00 a.m. to
4:30 pom., Monday through
Tlmrsd,ay. Please purr,'.hu:w.
your tickets by Thursday,
Aug. 20, Beserved season
tickers not renewed ]'-',r the
deadline will become awvail-
able for purchase by the
gt:n.:,-.f;l] [uJHit: lﬁ:ginning
Monday, Aupust 24, Season
tickers are $40 per seat. For
more  information I,‘.']l:..i.‘i{‘.
contact RISD  Administra-
tion office ar Y03-473-2222
ext, 4117.

RISD

Continued from page 1

2027 budget of the Rains
County  Appraisal District
and it was unanimously
approved,

They approved the pur-
chase of five new buses with
payments to be made yearly
over the next five years and
approved the certification of
compliance with certain laws
enacted by Texas Senate Bill
12.

The board of trustees
moved to closed session for
security and personnel for 30
minutes. Upon returmning o
open session, they unani-
mously approved the district

safety and security audit, a
resolution for good cause
exception for armed security
and appointment of armed
persennel,

All trustees were present
for the regular meeting.

The next mecting of the
Rains ISD Board of Trustees
will be the public hearing on
August 24,

The board's next regular
meeting is scheduled for
Monday, September 14, at
6:30 pm. in the Alexander
Board Room ar the Rains
IS Administration office.

EMORY

Continued from page 1

calendar: a  waorkshop
Wednesday, Auzust 26;
publication of the proposed
budget September 3 the
regular meeting September
B; and a special session
September 22 to adopt the
budget and rax rate, with a
backup dare of Seprember
29, The schedule passed
unanimously.

In  other
council:

* appointed Charlie Bue-
ler and reappointed Earl Hill
I and Jason Rolen to the
Economic  Development
Corp. board;

* reappointed  Maggie
Ingram, Jason Jarrett and
Kurr Fisher to the Planning

marters, the

and Zoning Commission;
* authorized Police Chief
Cameron Demps 1o pursue

buying a  used, already-
equipped 2017 Ford
Explorer.

= approved payment of
Lills;

= approved minures from
the July 14 meeting.

Officials also reporred
progress onoa Texas Warer
Development Board  grant,
an EDC facade grant of up to
$7.000 for a local business,
and July police stats of 258
traffic stops, 11 arrests and
433 calls for service.

The meeting adjourned at
E:45 pom.

Edward Jones

Brandon R Roberts
CFP’

Financial Adwisor

Member SIPL

Holly Wasson
Financial Advisar

Flock, Axon or Similar

Surveillance Cameras

Dear Editor
Flock, Axon,

Drrones,

systems installed in new
vehicles, etc. create the
power [0 Wall |.'I. s,  our

1‘.h.1'[;.|h'11, ot hunu'..-i, our
work, our daily movements,

rerythi e do 24/7
everything we do  24/7.
Tl'l{':.‘il.." CAmmeras are I‘i.‘il{‘.ii i
automated license plate
reader {ALPR) systems that

captuie vehicle derails
including  license  plates,
make, model, color and

UL fearutes like Eu:nnp;'r
stickers or dents. The data s
uploaded to a searchable
4.‘:lm:|;.| network used hy |:|'|.'ur
enforcement. This captured
data is supposed to automat-
i.l;'.:l"'l.' dr.lll:h* .arl:'.f -‘H] {].a}'x\
unless there is an active
investigation. The compa-
ries shate ll'i:l‘l I]:i:i I:-:L,'Euu:al-

opgy does not use facial
recognition  and  focuses
.'ilrir.'.ll}' o vehiele  dara

rather than dentifying indi-
viduals., These systems DO
have the ".'I:-Il‘.':lh‘il.!il,'l.' to iden-
tify the driver and passen-
gers, This is a concern,
TE'I.L"”.‘. ate :II.T{‘:'IQ!Y E'H:l]il_'l.‘
officers using these surveil-
lance cameras o  stalk
WOIMmen. We are ]'u:ing luH (8]
trust  police  departments,
FOvernment employees,
i:l:lu:]ligrm;.u: agencies with
searchable records showing
every minute detail of our
l:i'\"L":i. Tl:'I.L" 1r"|.‘.1":|| E'll‘.'::lpl.L" '“"I'I.I.P
are supposed to protect us
are abusing it! If this can
oceur at the lowest l-:v{'.]:i,
what can occur with our
Federal Government! These
Systems operale wilh::m.l
strict  judicial  owversight.
Hundreds of unauthorized

searches without obtaining a
search warrant!

Searchahble moverment
records are being stored on
ordinary people who are not
.liu:a[u,'-:.'.u,'.J of Aty Crime. This
opens the door for personal
abuse, warrantless tracking,
[u:[itig‘.u] surveillance, moni-
roring  private  associations,
wrongful police stops. This is
Tt .-ii111[1]1,.' o CAmera systenm.
It is the foundation of a
searchable unconstirutional
mass  surveillance I,r:n.;lcin_u
network that records the
movement, relationships and
private lives of [u,'t:p]l: who
hiave not commutted a crime;
withour having a warrant,

f_]ivin,t_: up any amount of
freedom for “safety” is always
and will be a threat! Under
the 4th  Amendment, our
Constitution  protects  an
individual's reasonable
expectation ol privacy. If the
povernment seeks to intrude
on this privacy, they must
obrain a warrant sllppnrtcd
by probable cause. This
should also apply o follow-
ing ancd 1'|:|,;ani|:1}_: T every
move and location. There is
no probable cause or warrant
that would allow this rrack-
ing to happen. This is a
breach of our civil liberties
and a 4th Amendment viola-
Eion.

Benjamin Franklin wrote
“Those who would give up
essential Liberty, to purchase
a lictle temporary Safery,
deserve neither Libq‘.rr.v_r' nor
Safety.” This is as true today
as when it was written over
270 years ago!

Suzette Rogers

Brashear, Tx 75420

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

Cockrell and her hushband
have been marmied 42 vears
and have two children.
Amanda is 36 and reaches
life skills in Red Oak ISD.
Adam is 33 and works at the
alrport in Charlotre, North
Carolina.

Cockrell's hobbies include
reading, traveling and cook-

ing. She has been to 35 stares
and just returned from Pore-
land, Oregon, where the
Texas Association of Future
Educators national confer-
ence was held. Her favorite
book is the Bible, but she
also likes fiction, self-help
education and crime genres,
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TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
Rains County Fair

The 96cth Annual Rains
County Fair is just around
the cormer! The fair begins
on Tuesday, September 15,
and runs through Saturday,
Seprember 19, If you are
planning o
artend or get
involved
with the fair,
here  are a
few places o
stare!  Addi-
tional details
are available

SARAH LATHAM
[ l“_r' visiting
Agalifs Agest
aur new

websire, htip-
s:/framnscountyfair.com/,

Chili Cook-Off

Looking for something
with a little spice! The
Annual Rains County Fair
Chili Cool-Off will be held
on Saturday, September 12,
Entries  are  due  Friday,
September 11. Cash prizes
will be awarded to first,
second, and  third  place
winners.

Creative Arts

The Rains County Fair
Creative Arts contests are
open to residents, young and
old, from Rains and sur-
rounding counties. If you
have not entered before, give
|.1, | 1,["5-. W ]l.'l"u"i" TIE W
exhibitors! Rains County
Fair Crearive Arts Divisions
include  Antiques, Canned
Foods, Collections, Fine
Arts, Handerafts, Horticul-
ture, MNeedlework, Photopra-
phy, and Quilting. Special
age groups, senior and youth
ape categories, are judged in
special age divisions,

Make sure you mark your
calendars; you do not want
to miss out! Entries will be
accepted on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8, and Wednesday,
September 9, berween 3:30
and 6:30 pam. at the Creative
Arts Building at the fair-
grounds (with Horticulture
entries only accepted on
Wednesday), Creavive Arts
Judging is closed to the
public. Entries will be on
display in the Creative Arts
Exhibit building and will ke
open to the public starting
with the fait on Tuesday,
September 15, ar 6:00 p.m.
All grand and reserve Cre-
ative Arts entries win a cash
prize!

The Best

If every kid o America
were in 4-H, we'd have about
half the problems we have.”
William Jef-
fersem Clin-

fom

As oa lad,
August was
alwiys a spe-
cial  month
fon me.
Besides  the
continuing
glory of sume-
mer and welcome break from
school, it brought our county
fair. We were a 4-H family,
and August was fair time.

For many of us growing up
in rural America in the last
century, 4-H was a funda-
mental part of our lives,
Living in the country, most
of the kids 1 knew were
members and we had ag
projects. We raised beef
cattle or dairy cows, swine or
sheep or goats. Some kept
lerem. turkeys, or rabbirts,
Others enjoyed projects like
forestry, photography, home
economics, and more. 4-H
was pood for us kids.
learmned to work hard and
take on responsibilicy. In my
pained and awkward yourh,
4-H, along with church and
school, provided a healthy
and  solid  foundation on
which to grow.

4-H is America’s largest
youth development organi-
zation, with active clubs in
every county and parish in
the country. More than 6
million kids are active 4-H
members today. 353 million
Americans are 4-H alumni.

4-H was hirthed here in
the early 1900s through the
efforts of a number of indi-
viduals in different parts of
the country, including A. B,
Giraham in Ohio, and Jessie
Field Shambaugh in lowa,
Early members joined “com
clubs™ and “romare clubs”
where they “learned by
doing.” In time the four-leaf
clover was adopred as the
arganizations symbal, with
the “H" on each leaf stand-
ing for Head, Heart, Hands,
and Health,

For us kids, when it came
tor d-H projects, whether you

JODY DYER

Trpewritar Weekly

Baked Goods

If baking is more in line
with your areas of interest,
you do not want to miss
entering the Youth or Adult

Baked Goods  conrest.
Entries for the Youth Baked
Goods  contest will  be

accepred on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, in the Creative
Arts building between 6:00-
6:30 pom. and judging will
begin at 7:00 pom. Entries for
the Adult Baked Goods
contest will be accepred on
Saturday, September 19, in
the Crearive Arts building
berween #:00-6:30 pan. and
judging will begin at 7:00
1L,

Miss Rains County
Pageants

The 2026 Jr. Miss and
Miss Rains County pageants
will be held on Wednesday,
September 16th at 3:00 pam,
Tiry, Wee, Petite, and Little
Miss Rains County pageants
will be held on Thursday,
September 17, at 6:00 p. If
Yol |'|:|\"E" T ;I[li‘f”{]ﬂd e Ur
our pageants in the past, you
should, you will not be
disappointed! We have a
wonderful group of young
ladies ready to wow you!
Follow Rains County Fair
Pageants on Facehook for
up-to-date information.

Mutton Bustin'

For vouth ages 4-T vears of
age, the annual Mutton
Bustin® contest will be held
Friday, September 18, at
7:00 pom. It you are too old
e patticipate, you can still
enjoy the fun, make yvour way
to the fair on Friday evening
and check our this fan-fa-
vorite! Arrive early if you
would like to get a seat in the
stands.

Parade

Get your parade floats
ready! We welcome enrries
from organizations, individu-
als, businesses, or anyone
else wanting o join the fun.
The BRains County  Fair
Parade will be held on
Sarurday, Seprember 19, in
downtown  Emory.  The
parade line-up will begin at
10:00 a.m. at the Emory Ciry
Centre and the parade will
begin at 10:30 am.

Days of Summer

raised animals, had home
eCONeMICS OT art projects, or
something else, the culmina-
tion of your hard work all
year long was the county fair,
That is where you got
exhibit and comperte. And
the fair iself was marvelous,
Fair days were the best days
11{ SUIITUITET .

[ never got tired of prowl-
ing the fair. The grounds
were tadiant, with orange
zinnias planted in large beds
everywhere. Planters on the
”'l'gli.'l'l COTICOYIT S8 5[.,11.1[{,'.'.13
entries for the com contest,
Besides rthe interesting
entries in the exhibic halls
{photography, arrowheads,
art of all kinds, canned and
baked goods and more) their
were new tractors and small
engines on  display. One
special highlight for me each
dav was the ice delivery
truck making the rounds o
all of the food vendors. The
ice man drove a nicely
restored turquoise blue 1953
Chevy flathed truck. It was
beauriful,

4-H and fair rime were
especially  good  for me
because they provided a salid
connection with my dad.
With his ranching experi-
ence and ag background, he
became our club beef leader.
My brother and T worked all
year long with Dad (and
Mom), halter breaking,
feeding, and fitting our steers
in preparation for the show
ring. "We learned a lot under
Dad's leadership and guid-
ance, and we became the
club to beat in the beef bam
every year. All came 1o
fruition at the counry fair.

Those who experienced
those years showing cartle
with Dad well remember his
work ethic and attention to
detail {chores ar 6:00 a.m.,
the old orange '537 Chevy
pickup loaded with tack and
toods, clean straw in the
harns, perfectly “fluffed” and
banked just right, alleyways
raked and clean, show boxes
organized and packed away,
sipns  straight, “barn dury”
schedule posted, aisles con-
stantly swept clean, "tele-
phone calls™ from the cattle
prommptly answered with a

Youth Floral Design

The Rains County Fair
Youth Floral Desipn Contest
will be held on Saturday,
September 19, The Grand
and Reserve winning entries
will be szold in the live
auction and all other entries
will be available for purchase
via silent auction.

Livestock

Youth livestock shows are
a county fair staple. Rains
County vouth may show
animals in the following
categories:  Breeding Beef

Heifers, Market Steers,
Marker  Goars, Marker
Lambs, or Market DPigs.

Come out and support our
llmﬂl "f'”l.]tli a5 lhlz‘r' 5|:H.'|“l' {'Irr
their dedicacion and hard
work. The steer, lamb, goat,
and breeding beel shows will
be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, beginning at 9:00
aan. The pig show will be
held on Friday, September
13, at 800 a.m. Market
animals will be avcrioned off
during the Junior Livestock
Sale on Saturday, Seprember
19, beginning ar 6:30 pom.

If you are interested in
becoming a livestock buyer,
please call 9034734580 or
visit  heeps:framscountyfair.
com/livestock/ to register
online {online registration
will close at 400 pom. on
September 18). You may also
register in-person before the
sale om Sarurday, September
19, berween 6:00-6:30 p.m.
in the livestock arena.

The Rains County Fair is
a fun-filled week of activities
offering something for every-
one, Please visit our website
for a complete schedule of
activities, contest  entry
forms, and much, much
more  hetps:/rainscountyfair.
comy’. Be sure o follow Rains
County Fair on Facebook for
regular updares. We look
forward o seeing you at the

fairgrounds!
If you have questions or
CONCerns, ]’fl]li‘:'l!hl: contact

Sarah Latham ac 903-473-
4580 or email Savah. Lath-
ammag tamiedu. To view
upcoming  Texas  AdsM
Agrilife Extension events aor
additional  informarion  fol-
low Rains County AgriLife

on Facebook.

TERERBITER
S, — WIS —

i

towils
place when not in use, steers

ready pirchfork,

clipped, washed, curled,
blown dry, tails “balled™ and
legs “boned up” with saddle
soap, hooves wimmed and
dressed). Who eould forget
show day (white uniforms,
green caps and ties, comb in
"r'(_:lur ]'.'lH'.EI.."l (K} l{'ll.“.'.]'!l ll]'.‘ '!H'l'l,l]'
steer in the ring, show stick
ready, “never take your eyes
off the judee” and “set ‘em
up square” and “stay alert™)
OF  Auction u.{m,' {greeting
buyers in the barn, "look "em
in the eye,” "“firm hand-
shake,” the thrill of getring a
good price per pound”).
loved showing cattle ar the
fair and working with my
dad.

After our work was done,
we usually had cime for
corn dog and cold lemonade,
and maybe a tour through
the midway. The weekend
brought a rodeo and all of its
thrills. All oo soon the fair
was over. We returned
hoime, went back o school,
and started looking forward
te fair time again. [ miss
those 4-H times, the county
fair, and the best days of
sUMIMer.

1007 DYER 5 a columnist,
author, and former  teacher.
[Drescribed by some as a Benaissance
man, he 1= a2 |‘~.|m~|1:|.|| fan, colfes
roaster, and accomplished feral hog
TEAPpet. He likes 1o h.':II.I. appreci-
ates the ourdoors, and is good with
doge and children. He is the father
of three, and lives with his wife in
Texas.

rypewriterweckly.com
& 2026 Jody Dher

Visit us online
RainsCountyleader.com

“The spider looks for a

merchant who doesn't
advertise o he can spin a
web across his door
nd lead a life
\ of undisturbed
peace!”

-Mark Twain
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It was a blessed day!

Bv Linda Brendle

Last Thursday could have
been a really bad day, David
had two appointments at the
VA in Bonham — dermarol-
ogy at %:30 aum, and podiatry
at 12:30
p.m. These
are regular
six-month
and  three-
month
checkups

and are
LNDABRENDLE  °© heduled
Ls months  in

corremnomle
reipondent advance. 1

suggested to
David that we might con-
sider tescheduling until he
was stronger, but he didn't
want to. He has a history of
skin cancer, and he doesn't
want to take a chance of
something poing unnoticed
and petting out of hand.
Besides, his toenails were
gerting long enough  that
they pot hung up on his
socks when we were getting
him dressed. So, | obsessed
about how 1 would get him
out of the car and down the
long hallway to the depare-
ments in question. And then
came Robert = again.

From the beginning of this
new knee venture, Robert
has been ready to do any-
thing mnecessary o help.
There have been many
others as well, bur for trans-
port, Robert's truck has the
perfect  seat height  and
spatial arrangement for a
one-legged patient o get in
and out with a minimum of
contortion and  pam. So,
when David asked if he
would be able to ransport
us, his answer was, “What
time do I need w pick you
up!”

He showed up promptly at
8:00 amm. and helped get
David down the stairs and
into the front seat. He had
helped with the reverse
process on the day of the
surgery, so he was familiar
with the rourine. We arrived
in Bonham in plenty of time,
and I saw the small group of
valet parking atrendants in
action for the first time.
Before this, David and [ had
self-parked, and the wvalets
were simply a fdendly group
of young people who wished
us a good day as we entered
the building. But this time,
Robert pulled into  the
specially marked area by the
door, and one of the valers
was at the truck with a wheel
chair before [ could climb
m:t of the back seat. She

rtly assisted David out
af ﬁ

s seat and into the chair

with ease. Then she wheeled
him up the entrance ramp
and down the long hallway |
had worried about. She left
him with a smile and the
often-repeated tag line at the
VA — *Thank you for your
service.”

MAnother thing 1 had
wortied about was checking
in. The reception desk for
these two specialties is in a
sunken area, down three
steps from the main floor. As
| went down those stairs, |
was  armed  wirth  David's
driver’s license and VA card,
prepared to do battle if they
wanted him to check in
persenally. Again, 1 worried
tor nothing. All [ needed was
his name, date of birth, and
last four digits of his Social
Security number.

Robert, who had opted tw
park his truck himself, soon
showed up with a smile and
David's walker which he had
taken charge of. He said he
was going upstairs to see his
primary care doctor about a
persistent pain in his back
and leg, and we agreed to
rext  each other if we
changed locations. After a
short wait, David was called
back to dermatology. The
nurse took charge of the
wheel chair, and [ trailed
along with the walker. Onee
in the examining room, she
helped transfer David to the
exam chair. She stayed and
helped per him undressed
and into the chic gown we all
lowe so much — and she did
it in such a way that most of
David®s dignity remained
intact.

The check-up went well
with the doctor finding
nothing she needed to cur,
scrape, or freeze. She did
enter a prescripion for a
steroid cream to trear the
rash that had developed on
David's back from spending
so much time in bed, and
then she told us she'd see us
in six months, Again, with
the nurse's help, we were
soon back m the waiting
area. Even though his next
appointment  wasn't  until
12:30 — about three hours
he was called back in

away
less than fifreen minures.
The podiatry  tech who

would tend o his diaberic
feet was as helpful as every-
one else had been. When |
thanked her for taking us
eatly, she praciously said,
had some time, and T was
ready for him."

After  our  scheduled
appointments were finished,
we went to optometry to get
David's new glasses adjusted,

and then [ left him in the
waiting room while | went o
the pharmacy, Once more, |
was relieved thar all I needed
was his date of hirth and “last
four,” as well as our home
address, to pick up his
prescription. While all this
was going on, Bobert was
having a blessed day of his
OWNL

When we all finally ended
up in the same place again,
he told us the story. He has
been suffering with the pain
in his back and leg for nllmm
two years. He didn't explain
why he had not sought relief
from it before, but it was
hurting enough  after his
chauffeuring duties that le
decided to take a chance on
petring to talk to his docror.
He was told thar she didn't
deal with chronic pain, but
he was sent to get an X-ray
and referred to physical
therapy. The therapist said it
was most likely a pinched
nerve, and he was optimistic
that he could help. Robert
was told to expect a call w
set up an appointment in the
next day or so. To dace he is
still playing telephone tag
with the YA, but he is
hopeful that, ar last, he will
be able to pet some relief.
And he says it wouldn't have
happened if he hadn't volun-
teered to help us. 1 know our
trip wouldn't have been
neatly as smooth without
him.

I dom't really know if we
receive rewatds in this life for
the good deeds we do. Some
acts of kindness are their
own reward, and some are
laying wup treasures in
heaven. But ather humani-
tarian gestures are met with
negative reaction, some of
them extreme. There are
many stories of missionaries
who spend their lives doing
good for the people they
serve only 1o ti]led by
those same people. But [ do
know that if you give some-
one a smile, you usually get
one back. And when you
give a hug, you pet one in
return. And the writer of
Proverbs had this to say:

A man whe is kind benefits
himself, Proverbs 11:17a
{ESV)

So, thank you. Robert, for
your kindness. 1 hope it
results in a special bBlessing
for you!

Linda Brendle writes a weekly
column for Believers' Baprist Church.
She 5 a published author and also
writes about carcgiving, faith, and
family on her blog at hepeihuww,
Laf -dl.jl'{\r[ aregiving, Word Press.com,
You cam e-mail her  at
LindaRyendleia it conm.

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

What's in Your Wallet?

It's always a good idea to keep records of exactly what's

—— in vour wallet, just in case it’s lost or stolen.
.{1« Place the contents an a photocopy machine, and copy
X both sides of vour driver's license, credit cards, or
— "
C Pd_} H k fT anyvthing else vou may have.
A i -
OMIIETCE dlK OF 1EXAS That way, vou'll have a detailed record of aceount
numbers and phone numbers to call in case of an
EMETEENCY.
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Sheriff's Report

The Bains County Sher-
iff"s Office took the following
reports of activity during the
week of August 3-9:

Arrests

B - 3 :
Matthew
(len Barnes.
Assault
against
4.'|...|{'t|}' (4]
disabled
individual,
$250.000

MICHAEL HOPKIMS
¢ bond.

Rawis Covmry Thee
& - 4 :
Marthew F'q.'.au ‘ﬁ{-"-:h'h.
Assault causing bodily injury
family member, $1,275.
ﬁu?: ]:I'il.!'[l Lovenz. Crimni-
nal trespass, $1,000 bond.
8-8: Bobin Marie Robin-
SO0, .5'L|.1.al1l|Lln."-.']hl.alu_l-:]
child/individual Int/Kn Hen-
derson Co. warrant; posses-
sioin of a L‘.nnlrul]ud :il:l]'l-
stance PG 1/1-B less than |
gr., prohibited substance in
cortectional 1.:|L'i]i[3.', fi0 botud
listed.
8-9: Kenneth Alvoy Lew-
ors. Pil'l'l.}[l‘ '|':i‘|'||i|.|l'i'l'|'l.|
bond listed.

Calls

8-3: CR 3317 Civil mar-
ter; Fl 779 Diebris in road-
way: Sheriffs Office (SO0
lu|1l",' Meer i"l::ll1l|‘-|.:l:i|1ilt1[; 5
Texas St. Medical assist; FM
3274 Suspicious vehicle; CR
1470 Animal welfare con-
cern; FM 1946 Medical
assist; Rhodes Dr. Welfare
COnceri; Qld h-'1:i||. Lii. East
Tawakoni (ET) Medical
assist;  Hwy, 19N Medical
assist; H'u.":.'. 276 Reckless
driver; Lake Fork Dr. Public
assist; R 1640 Warrant
service; FM 47 Accident; W
Texas St. Suspicious vehicle;
Doris Briggs Blvd, Suspicious
vehiele.

#-4: E Lennon D, Suspi-
cious person; E Lennon Dr,
PL'I.J‘I.'.H‘ tiai SO W Lennon
Dr. Suspicious person; W
Quitman  St. Suspicious
[rerson; Fierson Crossing ET
Mental subject; Hwy. 276
Arrest;  Hwy, 69 Meet
1"m1:.]~[:ait1:|u1; CR 1130 Sus-
picious vehicle; CRO 3345
Animal  bite; CR 1421
Suicidal subjecr; Huwy. 195
Beckless driver; Old Mill Ln.
ET Medical assist; Club Cir,
{ji‘-l'll LJm:r; FM 47 |::uur1{'.xy
transport; SO lobby  Civil
matter; SO lobby Meet
1‘11I:1['.Lai:|:.:|ul: 5 Texas 5o
Vehicle in roadway; Oakleaf
Dr. Reckless driver, SO
Medical assist: Hu"l.'. GOV
Suspicious acrivity,

8-5: Quitman 5t Suspi-
cious vehicle; Quinman S
Suspicious  activity; W

ficy

Lennon Dir. Extra patrol;
Alexander Dr. Exrea |1:L1h>l;
Hwy. 19N Medical assist;
CR 2430 Structure fire; Old
Mill Liv. Medical assist; Hury.
276 at CR 1421 Debris in
roadway; N Texas St. Inves-

tigation; FM 3299 Medical
ASEIEL; Huu'}'. 19 ar CR 1161
Reckless driver; Old Mill Ln.
ET Medical assist; W Ouie-
fat; S ]:u'r.ﬂlu:lliml; R
2430 Smoke investigation;
S0 lobby Meet complainant;
FM 779 Accident; CR 1308
Meet complaimant; Duffy St.
Welfare concern; FM 47
Reckless xl:i\'ﬂ': E Leninon
D, Suspicious person; Hwy,
19 Reckless driver; CR 1150
Dhsrurbance; Harris Harlbaor
Rd. ET Burglary in progress;
FM 513 Suspicious.

S-6: Hwy., 198 Distue-
bance; Old Mill Ln ET
Medical assist; E Lennon Dr,
Business alarm; 5 First Sr.
Point Suspicious person; Old
Mill Ln. ET Medical assist;
Fid '_)14 Ahlln:t] welfare
concern; Hwy. 69 Reckless
driver; Old Mill Ln. ET
Medical CR 1156
Welfare concern; SO lobby
Investigation; CR 1605
Orass fire; FM 2737 Medical
assist; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; W' MNorch S Bur-
j_l|:|rj,'; W Lennon Dy, Acei-
dent; W Lennon D, Investi-
gation; FM 514 Medical
assist; Old Mill L. ET
Medical assist; 5O lobby
Meighbor dispute; Hwy. 276
{EEHHS flf{‘: N T{‘:’Lilh :‘;l
Funeral escort; Old Mill Ln.
ET Medical assist; 5 Dunbar
L. Welfare concern; CR
1540 Medical assist; Hwy. 69
Lone Oak Reckless driver;
H"."-"!.'. ]"} ]'a.l.'L.I'C‘IL":‘-:L '\..]I.'i"-'L'];
Circle Dr. Point Medical
assist; Briges Blvd, ET Medi-
{'.Il il"'i?-l.?-[; {‘R. 14-53 :‘;'II.'I'C'I]'LI.'
investigation; Skyview Ln.
ET Medical assist; CR 1430
Animal ar ].|I';_:L': PR 7704
Medical assist.

8-7: Hey. &9 BReckless
dl'n't'r; S0 ]ni\ln:. Meer com-
plainant; Old Mill Ln. Medi-
cal assist; SO Medical assist;
I":‘L:] II"]"'I:T!.' h‘1L'l'| L'L}I]IE"':II.]]..’I'I'I' 3
CR 1310 Livestock on the
roadway; CR 3030 Meighbor
x]i.!‘-i‘-'.lll'; S0 |<1]~|":.' Meer
complainant; CR 1399 Med-
ical assist; N Texas St
Medical assist; 50 |l.!']‘|:":|'
Meet complainang; CR 3335
Abandoned wvehicle; Hwy.
69 Reckless deiver; FM 2737
Smoke investigation; 3rd St
Medical assist; W Quitman
St Debris in 1'1!.&..[1.1.':”..". W
Lenmon Dr. Power outage;
Hwy, 195 Reckless driver;
Latesa St Point Medical
assist; FM 275 Pedestrian
stoop; E Lennon Dr, Prob-
lems with a ju'.'-:uih.': [horis
Briges Pkwy. Suspicious
vehicle; 3rd St Criminal
|]{‘.‘-E"il.‘1!‘-: RELL}.]{‘:‘- .l.-‘lll.' r"r'TL'l.l.i(.':i]
assist; 3rd St. Mot Agency
assist; Hwy, 69 ar FM 2795
Mororist assist.

8-8: FM 2737 Animal at

Ass18T;

large; Hwy, 69 Medical
assist; Hwy. 276 Medical
assist; S0 lobby  Agency

assist; N Texas St Funeral
ERCOHT; S50 |11H11.' Meer com-

plainant; CR 1430 Medical

assist; PR 3502 Animal at
l:L]j_:{"; W Lennon De. Debris
in roadway; CR 2324 Animal
welfare concern; Briges Blvd.,
ET 1"};“’L']I‘:i'|'|.' CAMILCETIL; .":"-'!.'i.". ].-1'
Suspicious person; FM 515
Reckless driver; FM 2946
Medical assist; Ravine S
Medical assist; Old Mill Ln.
ET Medical assist; Hwy, 69
R.L"L ]'i.l.L"h.‘i Ll.] i.'\'{"l': N Tl'xill‘- E""t
Welfare concern; PR 7423
Controlled burn; Hwy, 19
Animal bite; 3rd. Sr. Poin
Meet complainant; SO lobby
Meet complainane; CR 1532
Tfl'h'pil!"hl['l;:; H'l'r"!.'. ﬁ":]
Motorist assist; White Rock
Bd. Domestic disturbance;
{:R ]‘5;':' .[-)L"l:ﬂ'[?- :i'l'l fl.?ill.]'l'l'.ij':
CR 4254 Medical assist; SO
lobby Meet complainant; CR
2110 Medical assist; FM 513
Mental subject; Hwy, 69
Reckless driver.

8- E Lennon Dv. Wel-
fare concern; Hwy. 276
Disturbance; Locust St
Hl].ﬁl"'i.L ious vehicle: CR 3445
Medical assist; FM 2946
Controlled burn; Elaine St
Poinr Menral Mll'j-:-.h R
4254 Medical assist; Hwy. 69
Medical assist; CR 2110
Debris in roadway; W Quir-
man St. Pedestrian stop; W
Lennen Dr. Disorderly con-
duct; 5 Hwy. 19 Debris in
roadway; E  Lennon  Dr.
Accident; SO lobby Meet
{'i1|!1[‘-|..'|i.1'|:lll|; W Quhm:m
St. Criminal  trespass; E
Lennon Dr. Motorist assist;
5 Texas St. :';I[.\-pilii.l.ll].'- viehi-
cle; SO lobby Dirug activity;
FM 513 Suspicious activity,

The Sheriffs Department
reported 383 calls for the
wealk. Am-.llu_- '||1l' -.:L]|:i Wete:
2 criminal assist, 7 debris in
the readway, 1 disorderly
1:{11u]urt, I distuthance, |1
domestic disturbance, 1 drug
activity, 14 extra patrol, 11
follow up investigation, 21
funeral escort, 1 structure
fire, 4 investigation, 1 live-
stock on ln:u|w:|1|'. 15 tmeet
complainant, 3 mental sub-
ject, 2 neighbor dispute, 1
open door, 2 prass fire, |
problems with a juvenile, 30
public service, 15 reck
drivers, 3 smoke investiga-
tiom, 1 suicidal subject, 4
suspicious activity, 0 suspi-
‘l:il.ll.]:‘- ]'ll."l.\l.}l.'lh'l ] ]"'l.}'l'l'i."'l' -
ape, 8 suspicious vehicle, 1
vehicle in roadway, 1 war-
tatul .'IL"]'L'I.(.'L"., :" \H'E‘]E.i1'L’ L=
cern, I trespassing, 4 acci-
dents, I conrrolled burn, 3
pqur.' assist, | areesr, 1 911
hang up call, 3 pedestrian
stop, 1 abandoned vehicle, 2
AFency  assist, 3 business
alarm, 3 animal at large, 2
animal bite, 3 animal welfare
cOncert, 3 motorist assise, |
burglary, 1  burglary  in
progress, 1 civil matter, 1
COurtesy rransport.

less

There were 155 traffic
stops, 120 warnings, 24

citations, 41 medical ealls,
and 16 transports.

@ School district budgets
@ Property auctions
@ Public hearings

@ Lol tax changes
@ Adoptions

NOTICED!

Find out about these and more in your local paper!

Participate in

Democracy.

Read your Public Notices.

Aqg Services DIRECTORY

HOOTEN’S
HARDWARE LLC

Hwy. 69 N. « Emory » 903-473-8788

a full line of Hardware, Lumber, Metal
aterials, Pipe, Steel, FarmEquipment, Cattle
Equipment & Tractor Supplies.

We ca
Building

Hours: 7 a.m.-

SCAG EcHO

We also offer Custom Welding
and Manufacturing

5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

7 a.m.- 3 p.m., Sat. - Closed Sun.
www. hootensteel.com

@D STIHL

W

Custom Fertilizer
Blending & Spreading
Farm & Ranch Supplies

Tack = Vet Supplies
Seed » Plants » Feed
Hardware = Bird Feeders
Ariat » Wrangler = Justin
Purses & Jewelry
Montana Silversmith
John Deere Toys
Outdoor Furniture

Hwy. 69 & 19 » Emory
903-473-2249
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We Like Our Rural Way of Life, Thank You Very Much

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Texas Rural Reporter

Rural Texas is dving.

[ keep hearing some ver-
sion of that
srarement as
T e x a s
debates data
cenrers, eco-
nomic devel-
opment  and

or rural
communis-

SUZAMME
_BELLSNYDER

Rapaner

frankly, [ am tired of it

R'.Ijil.l TL‘)\..:I?. ‘I'I:I."\- Cl'lil.l-
lenges. Some communities
are  losing  population,
Schools fighring  for
enrollment. Healtheare can
be difficult to access. Hous-
ing is a |'~:-L.~|:1|L'LJ| i mary
towns.  Small  businesses
struggle to find employees,
I've written abour all of this.

But rural Texas is not
dying.

."J"\.]'!lLl. We are L‘L"I|:||.]:I|'_n' (NEAT|
some problem waiting for
Austin o come fix.

R{'E{‘|1|I‘|', Rill]rt’il.] {:'i'll'li-
misstoner Wayne Christian
hias been on the stump saying
"Rural Texas 15 L|§'i.|1:1."
pointing to population losses
across rural councies. His
ANSWer i.l:I.L'II.ILl.L"h '-'l'k']L":'l]'Iijl.'ll_'
data centers that he says can
bring billions in investment,
jul\&. and economic prospericy
to communities that “desper-
ately need it” and creating a
“commission” o .'~'|li|l.|.'!| PRI
“decay.”

This narrative about
rural Texas bothers me.

Sure, most rural commu-
nities are dealing with popu-
larion decline, but thar can't
be the only metric by which
te judge us. Calling rural
Texas "-.l':.i]:.;.:" reduces hun-
dreds of very different coms-
munities to a statistic — and
then uses thar statistic o
justify somebody else’s idea
of what we need.

Lite in rural Texas has
changed dramatically over
the last several generations.
.""'I.H'lil_lllnlrt‘ |:|.'.3:1 |.H"L"LH|‘|5|L'
more efficient. One farmer
can work land that once
r-.*-.lui.u'..[ several families and
hired hands. Technology is
better. Families are smaller.
RL"::II'. |:|.il.‘1 L‘LHI.N;”iI.]:”L'Ll..
Young Texans leave for
college and careers.

]J_ll.lt A TOWn I.J'i'll."htl..[ ]!l'.i"-'L'
te double in size to be
healthy, Mavbe success
eans ]:I.'I'n'l'l'lj_: L"Il.l.!'l]j_'l'l 'L'\']'Iil.-
dren to sustain the school,
enough customers to support
|.I.H_'i|] k‘1'l{|llj_: 1
workers to provide essential
services and enough oppor-
[|L1'Ii.1 by |E|.'.’I| '_\'lll.]”',\: E'l{‘{'l]"']L'
wha want to stay can build a
life there.

Aare

businesses,

the furure of

That isn't decay. Thar's
viahility.

And there is something
else that gets lost in all this
talk about rural decline: a
lot of us actually like living
this way.

We like knowing our
neighbors. We like small
schools where people know
our kids, We like open
spaces, locally owned busi-
il]h.] IZ'i:l'll'll:'l'l.'ll.'l'l"'il.':"i
where people still show up
when somebody needs help.
We don't necessarily want to
become the next booming
suburb, and erowth for the
sake of groweh isn't automar-
ically success,

We want our communi-
ties to be strong enough
that the people who choose
this way of life can con-
tinue to live it

And people all over rural
Texas are working on that
every day.

Since I've heen hack in
the Panhandle, I've had the
apportunity o omeet and
work these folks — chambers
of  commerce, economic
\.] £ "u"l'l.i'l]"']'l el 'i.'{'ll']"'l. wat il.:"] b5
and county and ciry officials

all are doing amazing work
rr make their communities
places where their neighbors
can live, work and play.

They are building hous-
ing, figuring out childcare,
helping businesses expand,
keeping Main Street stores
apen and recruiting indus-
tries that fit their communi-
ties anad create good jobs.

They aren't sitting arcund
wairing for Austin to rescue
them.

That's why I am bothered
by the idea that the answer
te rural Texas is simply
finding somebody willing to
announce another billion-
dollar investment.

There is a difference
between investment in rural
Texas and investment that
benefits rural Texans.

A project can carry an
CTUTITICHS E"l'ji'l." !.-iﬁ |:"{‘li.'.-i||.5'\-l.'
the equipment inside it costs
billions. That doesn't neces-
sarily mean billions of dollars
will circulate through the
local economy.

Before we declare data
centers the answer to rural
decline, let’s ask some basic
\.]l!l.":"d ji'l“?\-. HL?"I'I.' Tany [‘l'rn 111
nent jobs will they create!
How many families will those
jobs  support! How  much
business will they generate
locally? And whar resources
will the project require in
return?

Those aren’t anti-growth
questions.  They are  eco-

| Lo e}

nomic-development  ques-
CICLs,

Goed  rural  economic
development  isn't  about

chasing the biggest capital-

investment number. It is
about building an economy
capable of sustaining a com-
muity.

That might mean a manu-
facturer employing 40 peo-
ple, expanding an agricul-
tural business, supporting
new ag technology, training
plumbers and mechanics or
building houses so families
can actually move to town.

A yes, inthe right place
and under the right circum-
stances, it might even be a
dara center.

But the starting question
should be what does this
community necd? Mot what
can we put there!

If state leaders really want
to understand  whar  rural
Texas needs, there is an easy
way to find out.

Askous,

Before creating another
commission to study rural
decline  or  prescribing
another economic-develop-
ment sclution from Austin,
put rural economic-develop-
ment professionals, county
judges, school leaders, busi-
Ness OWnNners, :I-il.'l']'lfll.'l"i ;l.'l'll.{
young families around a
table.

Ask what's working, Ask
what's getting in their way.
Ask why families leave and
why others choose o stay.

The answers will probably
be boring and they won't
make headlines. They will
invalve housing, workforce,
healtheare, childeare, infra-
'ilf'lll.'l:ll:Tl.'I I.'\.]l]li.':ﬂil.ll'l: i
to capital and giving commu-
nities the tools to shape thei
1T fl]ll]fL‘F.

There are rural Texas
communities facing serious
challenges. Pretending oth-
erwise doesn't help them.

But neither does declaring
rural Texas a dying place
that needs to be saved.

Rural Texas is not mono-
lithic. Tt is a collecrion of
communities with different
economies, resources, chal-
lenges and ideas about their
futures,

Rural Texas does not
need Austin to rescue it Tt
needs Austin to listen to it.

And if our state leaders
really want to have that
comversation, I'll gladly help
put some people around the
takle.

They've been doing the
work for vears.

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsmyder is editor and
publisher of the Hamsford Couney
Reporter-Statesman and - Sherman
County Gazette. A former Capirol
sraffer with decades of experience in
.I-\."':-l.'\- T‘.lllll-\.'.'\- .|:'||I I"I!lllu"}'. 5-||\.' oy
focuses om how state decisions shape
mural life r|.'.I-.-||;.:|'|. hes NeWspapers,
including the Texas Heral Hepunter.
Subscribe at www, TexasRuralRe-
I'.llll.!n.l.Nln'):-!.h..'-...‘l'lrl.
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You break it, we fix it!
Welding & Machining
cast « stainless « copper

aluminum « steel « brass
Tractor &EquiFmEnt

mechanical = electrical
oil laaks « broken bolts

Small jobs are welcome!

903-474-0899
430-306-4165
3549 5. FM 779, Emory, TX

FProudly supporting our
farmers & ranchers

w&a{: Only the B

L .

est Will Do!

i
ATRALLERS)

Phone 903-473-2165
Fax 903-473-4488

East Texas' Foremost Trailer Manufacturer

Supplying Customers With
Quality Trailers at Affordable Prices!

www.longhorntrailers.com

5955 N. State Hwy. 19
Emeory, Texas 75440
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle

. hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat
or drink for three days, nighr or day. 1 and
my young women will alse fast as vou dao,
Then I will 20 to the king, though it is

against the law, and if I perish, [ perish.
Esther 4:16
Sunday morning, Pastor Jason Rolen
brought a message from Esther titled “True
Faith in a Worldly Empire.” In the worldly
empire we live m, the pressure for God's
people to live in faith and obedience is
enormous. Contrary to worldly wisdom, we

do not possess some secret source of personal
inner strength to overcome our challenges.
But we can live by faith in God — by holding
fast to His truths and promises.

Adule Bible Study and KID:z Cluk
L\'i'l]Hi.lH[L" [ LTI A \x-'rl.'i]'l'll.'.'il.l:l'r' ]5iﬂ|1[h Al
G:00 pom.

55+ Returns September 8, noon -2:00
[,

The Asking for a Friend Podecast is back!
Episode #1155 is citled "The Church
Praving.” Find the link ar www bbeemory.org.

Emory Methodist Church

By Mary White
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to
show them that they should always pray and
fH give up.
Luke 18:1
Rev. David Banks continued his series
Walking In The Promise with a messape
titled “Faithful Owver Time" and scriprure
text taken from Luke. The parable was about
the persistent widow and the unjust judpe.
The widow didn't give up on knocking on
the judge’s door continually. The judge
didi't fear God or care about the people, but
her persistence eventually wore him down
and he gave her justice. Day by day we pray
and in God's vime He will supply our needs
for He 15 not like the unjust judge.

Coming up this Friday, August 14, we will
have game night at 5:00 p.m. and all are
welcome, Bring your favorite game and a
sthiack and let us fellowship.

O Sunday, August 16, after worship, the
Methodist Women will have a meeting, On
Tuesday, August 18, there will be a Finance
Meeting at 4:00 p.m.

Birthday wishes go to Jenkins Franklin,

AA meets every Tuesday and Thursday at
700 pom.

Pray for Kent and Jeannine Hayes, Linda
and Robert Wood, Mackenzy Willis, and
Dhoris Wilson,

Have a great week for [ feel fall is right
around the corner and remember to be kind.

Obituaries

James Dennis Brown
1952 — 2026

Funeral services for James
Dennis Brown, 74, of Alba, will be
held on Friday, August 14, 2026,
at 10:00 am., at Wilson-Bartley
Funeral Home, Alba, with Pastor
Edward Crouch officiating.

Interment will follow in Tran-
quil Cemetery, Winfield, Texas.
Serving as pallbearers will be JTason
Espinoza, Logan Brown, Jacob
Brown, Coloyn Clem, Jimmy
Brown, Chris Brown, Jeremy Bowen, and
Caleb Huckaba,

Mr, Brown died on August 7. 2026,
unexpectedly. He was born on June 28,
1952, in La Porte, Texas, to James Dalton
and Ruth Haley Brown.

He was a devored bushband o his wife,
Doreenn Brown, and a man who loved his
family more than anything. His ereatest joy
was being a husband, father and grandfather.

He was a hardworking mechanic who
spent many years working with his hands
and helping others.

He enjoyed watching sprint car
racing, riding motorcycles, and
especially loved Harley-Davidson.

Mr, Brown is survived by his
wife of Alba; sons, Jimmy Brown
and wile Kelly of Little Elm and
Chris Brown and wife Parn of
Forney; stepdaughters, Rebecca
Clem and husband Coleyn of Alba
and Michole Wellman and hus-
band Chad of Royse City; step-
sons, Jeremy Bowen and wife Erin of Royse
City and James Bowen and wife Patty of
Caddo Mills; brother, Kenneth Brown and
wile Beth of Morman, Okla; sister, Linda
Cox and hushand Bobby of Mt YVernon;
eight grandchildren, Kayla, Jason, Logan,
Jacob, Cameron, Aubrey, Maddox, and
Delenn; five great-grandchildren; and many
other family members and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

The family will receive friends on
Thursday, Auvguse 13, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.,
at Wilson-Bartley Funeral Home, Alba.

Alton Wilson
1957 -

A funeral service for Alton Paul
“Bizg Al" Wilson, 68, was held on
August 8, at Wilson-Orwosky
Chapel with D) Parr officiating.
Interment  followed at Ables
Springs Cemerery in Terrell.
Serving as pallbearers were Terry
Porter, Jay Miller, Dakota Parish,
Blake Hall, O4G Bobby Cagle and
Big Dav Adams. Honorary pall-
bearers were Rooster, Spanky and
Monty Skages.

Mr, Wilson died on July 31, 2026, He was
born on September 26, 1957, in Kaufman, to
J.C. and Ann Wilson,

Mr. Wilson was a devored father,
grandfather, brother, and friend. He trea-
sured time spent with family and friends.

He was an avid gun collector and Master
Mason who loved traveling, hunting,
mudding, camping, and riding his Harley.
He was an active member of The Dorsai
motorcycle club and spent many vears riding
with Bikers Against EILild Abuse (BACA) as

Church
Directory

2026

“Big Owl,” establishing a local
chapter in the early Z000's that
continues o support some of the
community’s  most vulnerable
today.

Mr. Wilson is survived by his
four davghrers, Amy Lehrman and
husband Robert, Angel Weber
and husband Mike, Jessica Wil
som, and Laney Romines and
husband Tyler; longtime girl-
friend, Kathi Anderson; brothers, Jimmy
Wilson and wife Judy, and Bobby Wilson and
wife Dorothy; grandchildren, Macy Wilson,
Jeremy Rogers, Sierra Rogers, Lacy Rogers,
Bylan Wilson, River Wilson, and Adeline
Bomines; and great-grandchildren, Anakin,
Maggie and Veronica; nieces and nephews,
Chuck, Chad, Bo and Bradlea Wilson,
Kristina Fisher, and Stanley Kvapil.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
sister, Vicki Kvapil; niece, Racheal Kvapil;
and grandson, Cody Weber,

August 13,2026 5
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Prairie Grove Baptist Church celebrates 100-

1330 AW
el Ny

plus years, launches new fellowship tradition

Prairie Grove Missionary
Baptist Church, one of the
eatliest documented African
American churches in Rains
County, is marking more
than a century of service
while introducing a new
community event,

The church recently cele-
brated its Anniversary and
Homecoming with family

and friends throughout
R.:-I'ir'l:i (_:i'lll]!l'ln'l Al {"L'.I.'il.‘iil.'l'l'l
organizers  say  reflects

PGBC's continued mission of

.‘1'1,|.'l."|ij:'|,|'|1.‘|'|i.]:|j: fili.'l,l'l il['ll.] LT

munity across generations.
“For more than 100 years,

Prairie Girove Baprist
Church has stood as a
spiritual landmark in Rains
(_:l'll.”'l!'!r' — ]1]iH.H.‘ 'l'u"l:'l.'."]'l‘

faith was nurtured, families
were strengthened, and

1.:”||'||'|i|.”'|:i|'!r' Wis I‘."il:il.l (AR T~
generation  at  a  time,”
according to a church edito-
vial submitted by Marshia
Salcedo, founder and chair-
person  of the church's
Friend-Raiser Commirree.

Salcedo said the commit-
tee is intreducing a new
tradition this year: the first
Bible Bingo event at PGBRC,
to be held in the church’s
F{‘ll'i:lw'ill'lip Hil.”. T]]{" el
combines  Secripture-based
learning with  interactive
play and s intended for
participants of all ages.

The Bible Bingo gathering
i.:i i}ill.'l l.f[ i .l‘l.'(:lill.]t‘f ."i]i'll,L" li:lr
2026 Friend-Raiser events
the church is planning w
expand fellowship opportu-
nities, Salcedo said.

Details on the Bible Bingo

event an :I\I |.'||,I:'|.I."l 1|E11.:|i:||'| i'il'l!-_'
activities are being posted to
the church's newly updated
FiH.H.‘]"I.H"]{ 11i|.}_':l.".. Wl'l.lli.'.]:l T
features church history, pho-
tos and event announce-

menls, ilﬂ'.{:”fi.]i.”j: (4] l]H.‘
release.
Church  leaders  also

|Iii|]:||‘(L"l.‘| }_E'.Jl.‘.‘il :i].H.‘;IL’.i.‘T 1,I'H.‘
Rev. Brian Keith Thomas Sr.
of Carter Temple CME
Church in Tyler, along with
visiting members of sister
churches, for their support
i.]l.lTi.]!j: |:.|'I{‘ recent ;'l|'||:'|.|.\'|.‘|."
sary celebration.

Prairie Growve Missionary
Baprist Church is locared at
1649 FM 275 in Emory.
More information is avail-
able by  emailing  hellod
PraivieGrove BaptistChurch or
calling 281-979-9663.

EVANGELIST
DENNIS ERWIN

POTLUCK LUNCHEON FOLLOWING
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE

MONDAY - PACK THE PEWS NIGHT
TUESDAY - COMMUNITY CHURCH NIGHT
WEDNESDAY - YOUTH EMPHASIS NIGHT

REVIVAL

AUGUST 16-19, 2026

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH POINT
985 INDUSTRIAL BLVD, POINT TEXAS

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE @ 11:00
SUNDAY THRU WEDNESDAY
EVENING SERVICES @ 6:00

MuUSsIC
KEITH ERWIN

EN©RY

METHODISTCHURGH
We All Malter To God

Dr. David Banks

456 Taxas 51
One Block from the Square

Sunday School %:30 a.m.
Warship Tima 10030 a.m,

903-473-2411 » EmaryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 5H 276 - Emory
Sunday School 9200 2.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 530 pom.
Wed. Night Serviee 630 pom.

Pastor: Robert Burns 11
Chitirch: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.
“Rewching (it Becanse We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
wwrw pilgrimsresthaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of
Christ
Bible Classes %00 am.
Worship Service 100 am.
Evening Worship 6:00 pm.
Wed. Eve. Service  7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

gz;ms c%xuéi

2 milees west of Hery 198 on FM 514

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma

551 East FM 2795 Ml

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

wwwpoirtchurchofchist. org
FIRST
BAPTIST

m CHURCH

= Point, TX

Chris Henderson-Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt- Minister of Youth & Education

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Maorning Wed. Worship 6:30pm
Small Groups &:15am (Adults, Youth, Children)
homing Worship 10:30am Chair Practice 6:30pm
Evening Worship 630 pm

MorningWorship ... 10:30 a.m.

Jerad Haygood — 5t

Dr. Jason Rolan - Pastor

Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister
www. bboemory.org

Student Ministry ... 6:30 p.m.

udent & Family Pastor

S03-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Q 2130 W US Hwy 63

@ thechapelcc.com

£ 903-500-7273

ﬂ fclarkschapelcogemorytx

- e Sunday School 945 2.m. Hwy. 6% N. « P.O. Box 68 . : g
Sunday Schoal . 10:00 a.m. 803-473-5118 -_;-}'ILESE Marmin Wufship 11:00 2.m. ! e . 945 . .ove.n Sunday School
; Worsh ay '@} T-,'P« gE . Emory, TX 75440 10:00 @.mm. ... Morning Worship
e orship | y4erning Worship .. 11:00 am., n Sunday Evening  6:30 p.m. 903-473-2658 80 &.n. .. Morning Worshi
D WOrte | | Evering Worstip.. 60 pan visit siohnemory.org for Wednesday Night 700 pm. | No i pivie Clamses sgnam. | | oo P e Evening Worship
Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett i i i Mass times. . nu;ser}raua.il'ahle .%l.lll.cl:u;- Poring ‘..’r'n.rchip I[lg[lli n:m 6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service
Hwys 515 & 779 Pastor Joe Pierce From -BkaShIH?S' g0 8ast HWY. 275, 3 miles south S'.Il‘.dil;f Evening Worship 600 pm Pastor Dan Wynn
2-1/2 Miles East of Emory e Tum night orlo of Miller Grove Wed. Bible Study 740 pan 903-598-3220
903-269-8737 903-259-1147 & 303-250-0348 903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219 emorychurchofchrist. org wiww, fhepaint.com
On The Square \./i- Love God. Love people. Make disciples.
Comer Of North & Planters ; ' ; ! ;
Downtown Emory Bﬂll SRS p. -
S e 903-473-3357 .
Y Baptist Church
R emorybaptist.org p u
EEAPTIST T Sunday Wednesday i o
Dvr. Richard D. Piles-Pastor Sunday School o 15 am. Adult Bible Study ... 830 pam. PRy mﬁf

CHAPE

Following Jesus! #lovefirst
COME AND SEE

Sundays 10:45am
Wednesdays Tpm

- Fellowship meal Gpm
Saturday Might Prayer Gpim
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

What CEO Elon Musk
says will bhe the world's
largest computer chip manu-
facturing plant is planned for
Grime
Counry,
cast of
College
Station,
the Austin
American-
Staresman
reported.

GHR“I" BUﬂDEHﬁ
Press Ao I['I. i

Jooion
announcement  last weelk,
Space X and Tesla unveiled
an  inirial 3168 hillion
investment i a plant called
Terafab. It is expected to
employ at least 3,000 people.
Many of those jobs are
expected to go to residents of
Grimes  and neig]&lmring
Brazos counties,

“Se're now embarking on
the most epic chip-building
effort,” Musk, CEO of both
companies, said in a state-
ment. “The Terafab is
bringing cutting-edge manu-

Rains County Leader

SpaceX, Tesla make Grimes plant official

facturing to America, creat-
ing thousands of high-paying
jobs it the Lone Star Srate
and enabling us to produce
Al chips at scale for use on
Earth and in space.”

Gov. Greg Abbote con-
firmed last week that the
project is receiving a $30
million Texas Enterprise
Fund zrant from the state.
Oirimies (:uunl}' has prrevi-
ously approved a property
tax waiver in exchange for
annual  payments of $20
million.

The plant would eventu-
:|l|1_|-' span 100 million suAre
feet,

State Fair of Texas’
gun ban upheld by
appeals court

A Texas appeals court
upheld a handzun ban at the
State Fair of Texas, rejecting
the state's claim that the ciry
of Dallas unlawfully allowed
a private operator to prohibit
FUNIS O Ell}'unwned property,

according to The Dallas
Moming News.

The 15th
Appeals affirmed a Dallas
County judze’s dismissal of a
Case 111'i;_:i11:|l|1_,' filed lnr' Texas
Artormey General Ken Pax-
ton and three gun owners. [t
rejected the state's argument
that the restriction on cities
banning guns doesn't auto-
matically :1|‘.~[1|.1J-' [o private
tenants operating on public
property.  The ban will
remaiin m p]:u_‘u uniless the
Texas Supreme Court inter-
venes,

“The decision to |‘.~|.'t:-hi]‘-i|
firearms on the fairgrounds is
the correct decision to pro-
tect  the saferty of our
patrens,” Karissa Condoia-
nis, a State Fair of Texas
.'i|'.\u1~c-_‘:i}‘l-:r.-iut1, said. This will
be the third year the ban will
be in place.

Talarico voted using
parents’ address,
report says

B-ERE (P, 0125000

ministrafi

discussion is invited.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The _RAINS 15D wil huld 3 puhhc mesting at_06:30 PT'-"I ICT) 0BI24/2025 _in _Phillip Mlexander Board Room at
il . The pu Ip-md
the school district's hudgetﬂlatwil detennmﬁremrate at will be adopted. Public partiapation in the

this meeting is to discuss

Court of

Democratic Senate nomi-
nee James Talarico voted in
five elecrions st lis par-
ents’ address after buying a
nearby home for himself,
:||:-_‘un]'mg o The Texas
Tribune and ProPublica, a
practice that may have
violated state voting laws.
The revelation comes weeks
after Talarico accused Pax-

o, his GOP opponent, of

voting from his estranged
wife's address despite not
|:1:w1't1!.1 lived there for rwo
years.

Talarico has taken advan-
rage of a state law thar allows
some public  officials o
redact personal informarion,
."'i'll.L"I'i a5 h.lftl'll: '-‘ILl.LJ.F‘:.\-h'L'!‘-. Tl'HE
news organizations pieced
together  the  information
from unredacred  records
provided by the Talarico
campaigi.

Texas law requires that
residents register to vote
where they live. The
Talarico campaign declined
te answer questions about
his residency and wvoting
|:1i.'i|ll-l"_r'1 sAying "r'l;_:]‘zr-wi:ng
actors” have made threats
about trying to locate the
candidare and his family.

Talarico's house is in the
same county as his parents'
home. Both residences are
located in the same state
House district he represents,
bt in differen j1LTi.5-L|‘i£|i(!ltlh-
for some local elections,
according to The Tribune.

Wildfire danger
increasing as
conditions turn dry

Aupgust 15 typically the
peak month for wildfires in
Texas. The Texas A&M
Forest Service expects wild-
fire potential to increase due
to dry vegetation, parcicu-
larly in the Panhandle and
Morth Texas.

The stare is deploying
numerous wildfire response
resources as a result, includ-
ing the stare's mutual aid
system and assistance from a
number of state agencies.

There were two acrive
wildfires as of Sunday. The
200-acre Round Up fire west
of Amarillo was zero-percent
contained at that time.

The service recently
acquired three mult-mission
aircraft, adding to its first
dedicated, state-managed
wildfire aviation fleer. It
previously had acquired owo
wildfire suppression  heli-
coplers.

“Every wildfire is differ-
ent, which is why a diverse
aviation fleer is so impor-
tane,”  said  Texas  A&M
Forest Service Fire Chief
Jared Karns., “Having mulri-
ple aircraft types available,
including multi-mission air-
craft plarforms thar can serve
avaricety of roles, allows us to
respond effectively to the
unigue demands of each
incident.”

Salmonella cases
linked to jalapefios

The popular jalapeno
pepper has been linked to
345 cases of salmonella
illness in 27 states, according
tr the Centers for Disease
Control. The San Antonio
Express-Mews reported three
cases in lexas, stemming
from peppers imported from
Sinaloa, Mexico.

No deaths have heen

reported nationwide, bur 36
people have been ]‘.IUh}"][J[
ized, according to the CDC,
Meatly all of the cases were
reported by people  after
eating at a Mexican-style
chain restaurant.

Two  affecred  chains,
Chipotle Mexican Grill and
Qdoba, said they had taken
steps to remove potentially
contaminated peppers.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning  Texas journalist,. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a M-year
apran, '|||.\'|.I.||I.I||.|.J,. n ]l"l)"l.l.l.'l\ ]'-.‘-r[
Srockton, Macopdoches and Cedar
Park, Email: ghovdersinitexaspyess.com,

de

The Rains County Leader
rries to include a lirte bir of
everything in each issue. For
those who enjoy  finding
etrors, we included some of

those as well.
Taxie Morgan

WISIT US ON-LINE:
RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

proposedrateshownbelowunlessthedistidpublishesarevisednoticecontaining
set out bebow and holds another public meeting to disouss the revised notice.

Maintenance Tax b _0.756%00 /$100(Proposed rate for maintenance and operations)
School Debt Service Tax
Approved by Local Voters § 0087400 /5100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebledness)

The tax rate that is ulimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate megi tgeat a later fﬂ;ila:]te may n;;t exceed the
SAMEin ationan cﬂmpansuns

Comparison of B with LastYear's Budget

Theaﬁplicahle percentage increase ordecrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the precading fiscal I)cear
and the amaurt budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the curment tax year is indicated for each of the
following expenditure categaries:

Maintenance and operations Yinoease or 068 %(decreasa)
Debt senice Uincrease o 0.60 %l decrase)
Tatal expenditures Yincease Of (.08 % (decrease)

Total ﬂﬁgmised‘.mlue and Total Taxable Value
(asca under Tax Code Section 26.04)

PrecedingTaxYear  CurrentTaxYear

Total appraised value* of all property $ 2436986157 5§ 3023915765
Total appraised value® of new property™* $_ 48501,706 §_ 54359615
Total taxable valug™** of new property $ 1133220259 § 14184612254
Total taxable value*** of all property** § 41,994,586 §_ 48301231

* Appratsed valua" s the amount shown on the appratsal roll and defined by Tas Code Section 1.04(8)

ey pa is tlefined by Tax Code Section 26,01 2017),
mthmgml‘: is chefined by Tax Code Saction 1.04(10),
Bonded Indebtedness
Total amaount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness* §_6,565,000
* Outstanding principal
Hamtmume Interest & Total Local Revenue State Revenue
&Operations Sinking Fund* PerStudent  PerStudent
Last Year's Rate £0.6669 L0.0874* £0.75430 54,554 §7.569
Rate to Maintain Same
Level of Maintenance &
Operations Revenue &
Pay Debt Service 04362 $0.07527* 1071140 56,724 $ 6,442
Proposed Rate 506128 $008950*  S0.70238 56,070 16,563

* The Interast & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on constuction, equipment, or bath. The
biocks, aimd the tue rate necessany to pay thise bonds, were apgeoved by the woters of this district,

NOTICE ABOUT 2026 TAX RATES

Property Tax Rates in RAINS COUNTY.
This notice concerns the 2026 property tax rates for RAINS COUNTY.

This notice provides information about two tax rates used in adopting the
current tax year's tax rate. The no-new-revenue tax rate would Impose the same
amount of taxes as last year if you compare properties taxed in both years. In
mast cases, the voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate a taxing unit can
adopt without holding an election. In each case, these rates are calculated by
dividing the total amount of taxes by the current taxable value with adjustments
as required by state law. The rates are given per $100 of property value.

THIS YEAR'S NO-MEW-REVENUE TAX RATE % 0.509155/$100
THIS YEAR'S VOTER-AFPPROVAL TAX RATE $ 0.553664/$100

To see the full calculations, please visit rains.countytaxrates.com for a copy
of the Tax Rate Calculation Worksheet.

Unencumbered Fund Balances.

The following estimated balances will be left in the taxing unit's accounts at
the end of the fiscal year. These balances are not encumbered by corresponding
debt obligation.

TYPE OF FUND BALANCE

Current Year Debt Service.

The following amounts are for long-term debts that are secured by property
taxes. These amounts will be paid from upcoming property tax revenues (or
additional sales tax revenueas, if applicable).

Comparison of with Last Year's Residence
Last Year This Year
fuverane MarketValue of Residences $225716 $232.020
Auerage Taxable Value of Residences $101,937 $109.578
Last Year's Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100Value $0.7543 $0.70238
Taones e on Averate Residence $768 $769
Increase (Decrease) in Tanes 30

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65
years of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of
age or olderwhen the person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the
person tumed 65, regardless of changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approval
atan election is_0.702380 . This election will be automatically held if the district adopts a rate in excess
of the voter-approval rate of_0.702380 .

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the curent fiscal year and are not encumbered with
or by a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of
the first state aid payment:

Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s) $_1,000.000
Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s) $_ 500,000

A school district may not increase the distrcts maintenance and operations tax rate to ceale a surphus in
maintenance and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district's debt service,

Visit Tesas gowPropertyTanes to find a link 1o your local propesty tax database on which you can easity access information
reqanding your property taxes, induding information abaut proposad tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that
teodes your property,

Thee Béth ez Leqislabune madified the manner in which the woer-appeoval fax mate is cabculated to limit the e of growth of
prgerty s in the state,

PRINCIPAL OR CONTRACT PAYMENT | INTEREST TO BE PAID | OTHER AMOUNTS | TOTAL
DESCRIFTION OF DEBY TO BE PAID FROM FPROFERTY TAXES | FROM PROFPERTY TAXES TO BE PAID PAYMENT|
Total required for 2026 debt service $0

- Amount (if any) paid from funds listed in unencumbered funds %0

- Amount (if any) paid from other resources $0
- Excess collections last year $0
= Total to be paid from taxes in 2026 $0

+ Amount added in anticipation that the taxing unit will
collect only 100.000000% of its taxes in 2026 50
= Total Debt Levy $0

Voter-A
State Criminal Justice Mandate

The Rains County Auditar certifies that Rains County has spent $105,956 in
the previous 12 months for the maintenance and operations cost of keeping
inmates sentenced to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. Rains County
Sheriff has provided Rains infarmation an these costs, minus the state revenues
received for the reimbursement of such costs. This increased the voter- approval
tax rate by 0.000000 /$100.

Indigent Health Care Compensation Expenditures

The Rains spent $42 144 from July 1 2025 to June 30 2026 on indigent
health care compensation procedures at the increased minimum eligibility
standards, less the amount of state assistance. For current tax year, the amount
of increase above last year's enhanced indigent health care expenditures is
$162. This increased the voter-approval tax rate by 0.000012 /$100.

roval Tax R A tmen

Indigent Defense Compensation Expenditures

The Rains spent 576,993 from July 1 2025 to June 30 2026 to provide
appointed counsel for indigent individuals, less the amount of state grants
received by the county, In the preceding year, the county spent $78,940 for
indigent defense compensation expenditures. The amount of increase above
last year’s indigent defense expenditures is $-1,947. This increased the voter-
approval tax rate by 0.000000/$100 to recoup .

This notice contains a summary of the no-new-revenue and voler-approval
calculations as certified by Sherri MeCall, Chief Appraiser, 07/28/2026.

Visit Texas gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax
database on which you can easily access information regarding your property
taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval
tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.
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Classitied Uds

473-2653

= CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

500 PM,. TUESDAY

SALEE
Rains County
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes  store
will be open Saturdays
in August from B am -
noen. Clothes sale is
apen Mon.-Wed,, 8
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- noan an Thurs.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse owr wide
selection of RY Parls
and Accessories. Hwy.
B3N in Emary, 203-

473-8788.

RENT/
LEASE

Emory Self Storage,
Hwy. £95 410 E.
Lennon. Mow offering
climate-contrelled

I"-’IIZ:KENZIE LAKE
WORKS. Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001, Steel/meatal
bldgs., & home remad-
eling. www.mcken
Zielakeworks.com, 903-
269-6173.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Has all your welding,
wealding repair and
lumber needs avail
able on site. Hwy.
GON in Emory, 903-
473-B788.

DODSOM AND SOMS
Painting, drywall, car
pentry  and  more,
903-259.8541. For
plumbing needs call
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129,

G&G  GRAVEL. Al
Iypeas af gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail
able far spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett

LAWNLANDSCAFEMOWING

SMITH'S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing,
hadge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates.
S03-521-8506, free
astimates.

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten

Lawn maintenance,
sedding, landscaping,
tree trimming -4
removal, retaining
walls, irrigation sys-
terns, LI Q019094

5903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE.  www. TheWil-
sonlegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured,
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize
in high rizk removals.
Trimming, Remowvals,
Sturmps,

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimmingre-
moval. Credit cards,
insured. LIOQT 9094,
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

HELP WANTED

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS 15D,
Visit www rainsisd. org
and click on Apply

. Now to view current

openings and submit
an online application.
Health insurance
available for eligible
full-time employees.
RAINS ISD is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer.
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PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY

CORP.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emary, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
question.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

Motice is hereby given in accor-
dance with LGC Sec. 152.905
of a hearing to set the amount of
compensation of the Rains
County Auditor, Rains County
Assistant Auditor, 8th District
Court Reporter, and 354th Dis-
trict Court Reporter. The hearing
will be held August 20, at 8:30
am in the District Court Room
located at 220 W. Quitman.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN

“The spider looks for a
merchant who doesn’t
advertise so he can spin a
web across his door

THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM

City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
office located at 320 N Locust

e A A BUY IT! SELL IT! FIND IT! and lead a life Street Point, TX 75472 or by
INTHE CLASSIFIEDS! of undisturbed | | calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
. . peace!” whether or not water service is
T Hﬁ';ﬁ?j’;}fﬂ?g . available to the property in
D —Mark Twain question.
& Parrs - PLus
[ il R il —

mﬁmm 595 W. Lennon Dr.

X Emory, Texas 75440
Tala

903-473-2950
903-473-3657

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Plwy, Emory
FIRM NO: 10194233

A [ SUDOKU -
R Y S| | soLution X
— EIBIOTTTII214TE g
; & 5]2141619181311}7] "' !
FOREIGN pomesTic| BB '
TRANSMISSION NEEMEFLEE -
Remember us for all your transmission needs: f%% 4 TE%%E
Overhauls » Clutches » Sealed Jobs » Filter & Fiuid Changes B8l46111219l71513 =
R 2 v bian, Curen - svasiom - on i 2150 [ ((21Z151816[3141211] ﬂ J

L)

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

L.L. Spencer Real Estate
“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959 “I

Don R. Spencer (owner/Broker)
903-473-2225

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

LLSpencerRealEstate.com

Remember the lost time your family visited the forest? It's a place
of wonder and imagipation for the wheole fomily—where stories
come £o life. And it's closer than you think. Sounds like it's ime to
plan your next visit. Boke the forest part of your story today at o
loeal park near you or find one at DiscoverTheForest org.

DISCOVERtheFOREST.ore ad|

Visit www.cbte.com for
all your banking needs

CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS

TAWAKONI FENCE
CUMmNT

ﬁ David LE“‘"“S "|RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

Owner
Over 30 Years Experience SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

REMEMBER GOOD THINGS Ilall Ilnzer

HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

Chainlink ¢ Weldled Pipe DRIVEWAYS Ponds & LﬂiﬂE’S
Farm & Ranch - Wood | /gt HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS &= M ( \l' Land Clearing
Wood & Metal Awnings CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS = e Dirt & rock hauling
Gh?rp{:-lrtas -gechs i AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS Di"i‘-l’EWEl}I’S
atai Buldings Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems T
Free Estimates ¥ THEH House Pads

di

’I"*" aeh ¢

903f-ii?(;ﬁr093 : Eﬁ?Fhﬁ‘Dﬁli. Iﬁruf:?:;f?;\iiﬂ Installer's Li]c;:?] B License 2 903-‘3 8-6603
ﬂ"'"‘ﬁ'@ N c ¢ i -
Q % * New Construction ‘ l 'h
EE TRIPLE E ELECTRIC , L« Repalis lS Space

P.0 BOX 455 EMORY, TEXAS 75440 r
* Remodel

just $30.00
per month!

% (h W Gutter

Helmet

NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN*

¢? Jonathan Christian

903-513-0063

jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

ST «l&ﬁ gﬁg

eﬁrvic
RMP 38867

ED EMIG
President

(903) 473-2915
FAX (903) 473-2027

Email: edemig@hotmail.com

DECKS & OUTDgg,,
%LIVING SPACES L.c

Flﬂnd\; Sain, Owner * Handles the heaviest « Eliminates clogged gutters
Gt L « Custom Car Ports . . ) c & M wind and rain » Lifatime Guarantea
* Custom Decks « Patio Covers * Seamless Guiters * Helps prevent mold, rot  Professionally installed

* Perpolas « Ouidoor Kitchen + Boat Docks
I+ YEARS EXPERIENCE IN HOME IMPROVEMENT

(903) 763-5053

email: gutterhelmetd 7@ vimail com
wwwdecksandomtdoorlivingspaces com
www. facebook.com/decksandoutdoorlivingspaces

1067 Hwy: 37 Bldg B y Gutter
Quitman, TX 75783 Helmet

NEVIR CLENN YOUE GUTTORS. AA W

and insect infestation
B“ilding S|,|pp|y 10% senior discount
Downtown Alba

903-765-2770 or 2773
Fax 903-765-9045

% Veteran discount

Decks & Outdoor Living Spaces

1067 Hwy, 37 * Quitman, Texas
email: gurterfelmetI 7@ vmailcom
www. facebook. com /decksandoutdooriivingspaces

903-763-5053 = www.decksandoutdoorlivingspaces.com

Lumber and
Building Materials
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RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Lady Cats fall in opener

Lady

Cat Jaycee Phillips smashes the ball through the block attempt of the Lady Cat
defenders during the season opening 3-1 loss to Scurry-Rosser in Talkington Gym on

Sports

RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

Cats poppm pads after midnight

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Tuesday, August 11. The varsity team will compete at a tournament in Sulphur Springs this
weekend before hosting the Brownsboro Lady Bears on Tuesday, August 18,

50 years ago this week

Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives

Thursday, August 12, 1976

Special Election
Saturday

The Commissioners
Court has called for a spe-
cial election Saturday,
Aupust 14th.

In the election notice,
the vorers will choose for or
against the question of
adding an assessor-collecror
of taxes 1o the list of autho-
rized officials, which would
be splitting the office of
sheriff-tax assessor-collector,
ar to leave the office com-
bited as it is now. This was
turned down by the voters
in 1975.

Tl:'l.l." :'Ix]\.':l[“ Age [{4] ]"'I.'
gained for the office would
be to be able to assess the
property, which seems to
have outgrown the people
:||.'|I.J “'LHJlI." '.i]"[1|'!.' :'I.]."!L} [ I_'|||'
lection, it has been
reporced.

Election will begin ar
8:00 a.m. Polls close at 7
i,

Voting places are: court-
room in Emory, Point Com-
munity Centet in Point,
East Tawakoni City Hall,
East Tawakoni.

%$24,896.04 Grant for
Rains School

Congressman Sam B.
Hall Jr. announced today
that the Dept. of Health,
Education & Welfare has
|!'|i||.:|1.' ;-_’J;'ll'lr?- I’I."f Fi..‘lt'i'll 1IJ1.';'|I'
1977 under Part A, Title |
of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of
1965, Public Law 89-10.
These grants are allocated
by county and will be dis-
tributed to the school dis-
tricts by the State Dept. of
Education. Rains County
received $24,896.04.

These funds will provide
services for children residing
i.li ll?'n'l."!'l'li.";:li'lﬁL" ArSds .’I|'I'L]
State-operated or supported
institutions for neglected
and lelinqm'nl children,
who have need of special
educational assistance.

In addition to these
grants, the Texas Youth
Council has been awarded a
$£316,754 prant for
neglected children and a

$9606,469 prant for delin-
quents, and the Dept. of
Correctional institutions has
been awarded $262,157
These funds were awarded
to these organizations as
State agencies ditectly
responsible for free public
education of children
attending State-operated or
supported schools for
neglected or delingquent
children.

Commissioners Tour
Jail

At the Monday morning
session of the Commission-
ers Court, two representa-
tives of the mental health-
mental retardation were
present to explain to the
county the services to Rains
County that the new center
in Minecla will take care of.

Tl:l.l.'i'll.'lil h"]l”'liﬁ l.}[ t]]{‘
MNETO was present and
asked the Court to fund the
|!||.:|!|i'!‘|.].'1 El;:li' L"."{l"L"]!l!‘-L'fi an 1|'H.‘
sum of 5200 a month. Mo
action was taken on this,

The Commissioners were
taken on a tour of the jail to
inspect the damage that has
|'IL"L"I|. I.]{ e Ty ||:|.l." 'l'r'.i”.!‘- At 'I'L]
ceiling and electrical fix-
tures. The damage is exten-
sive.

Judge Johnston explained
tcr the Court that under the
TLE i"."l]l'l]il,,' "-"-'I.H.'.I'Ch' Ll]!ll\l. -
nomic bill that Rains
County can probably get a
new jail TO0% finance d by
the Federal Gov't. This was
discussed and several rele-
phone calls were attempted
but the coordinator of the
program could not be
reached.

The Court will probably
be in session most of the
week for the agenda is a
lengthy one.

There was a hill from
Wood County to Rains
County for 3500 damage
done to the padded cell in
the new jail in Wood
County by a Rains native.
Mo action was taken on
this.

The Court voted to buy
100,000 in rreasury bonds
from the Permanent School
Fund at the rate of 3%

interest.

Rainettes to Appear at
Fair

The Rainertes Drill Team
began their practice season
on Monday, August 2, when
the officers and new mem-
bers met with their new
director, Mrs. Judy Ham-
r]||.|1'|'i]| Al ||:|.l.' .\L!'II.H'll. I.?Il]ri'l:lj_:
the week the members
learned the basic marching
and drill procedures.

O Monday, August 9,
all members of the drill
ream met and full team
practices will continue daily
until school begins.

OMficers of the Rainettes
Dwill Team for the 1976-77
school year are: Susan
Dirake, Colonel; Rachell
H:l“"ll"'}; .&tlll.'}l:i'l'u,fl.."]'l I.t
Calonel; Sunny Mont-
gomery, Major; Diane Con-
way, ind Lt.; and Tina Grif-
fith, Lst L. Alrernare offi-
cers are Darla Fletcher, Pam
{:':llll'\..]i.'rh' :l]iLl. {:l:l.l.'l"l'] I..'”'l'
SO0

The Rainerres will make
their first public appearance
of the school year aft the
Rains County Fair Parade
on Saturday, August 21,
That evening they will give
an exhibition performance
at the Fair Talent Contest.

$£2,122,178.76
Contract for FM 2946
AUSTIN--Highway con-

strucrion contracts let in
July by the Stare Highway &
Public Transportation Com-
mission include work in
Rains Counry.

The work will be super-
vised by District Engineer
R(?I:“."Tr H. TI'H '-T[ll‘ln'r-i:ﬁ.".'.

A contract was awarded
tor B W MeKinney and T.
L. James & Company, Inc.
th L \'l""'l.h"(.]:lt =19 ]. LW |:‘i.|.|
was 52,122,178.76.

The project, which will
require an estimated 300
working -.l:v:.‘a. is for grading,
structures, base and surfac-
ing on Farm-to-Market
Road 2946 from approxi-
mately 0.6 mile noreh of FM

515, northward a distance of

2.3 miles.

We are so grateful for the generosity and partnership of our
local businesses and their continued support of Rains 1.5.0.

Austin Bank
City National Bank

Commercial Bank of Texas

Edward Jones

Leisa Pennebaker - Farm Bureau Agent
First National Bank of East Texas
Hooten's Lawn & Tree Service

Y'all Come Back Cafe
Go Wildcats!

-
L
_ e
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Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

A Wildcat ball carrier prepares to swat away a defender during tackling drills at the
Midnight Madness practice at Wildcat Stadium on Saturday morning, August 8.

Leader phote by CHUCK FITTS

A Wildcat reciever tries to spin away and shed the tackle of a Wildcat defender during
drills at the Midnight Madness practice on Saturday, August 8, at Wildcat Stadium.
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h- Iding the
Warhawk h

(¥i Heavy-duty frames
(¥ smooth, powerful performance (]

!
COMMAMDER PRO

+ L L S8 HP Kohler
Engne

« &l & T Dech
Ol fré

[\ WARHAWK

RAMOER |
RAMCER PRD

= 31T H Kol 08
Famagaki

= 4E° . B0® Dk Oplkang budged Frmrediy

Stop by today to see for yourself!

HOOTEN'S HARDWARE

HWY. 63 N. - 903-473-8788 - HOOTENSTEEL NET

+ ¥ HP Kphler Bnginag
+ RIS Dok Dpt B
- Fmilshla, touch, snd

Commercial-grade engines

Multiple deck sizes available




