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Return to Classes
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Scenes from the first day of classes at Rains Elementary Scheol (RES) on Tuesday morning. (Tep) Parents and students await the
opeaning of doors at RES. (Bottom left) First-day picture outside RES. (Bottom right) Friends reunite on first day of classes at RES.

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Distracted Driving and Speeding Put School Children at Risk

After more than 3,200 traffic crashes in school zones or involving
school buses last vear, Texans are reminded to drive safe and smart

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

RAINS COUNTY
Court addresses
plats, considers
groundwater
district
o oy v

The Rains County Commissioners
Court addressed plats in the county and
decided on the plan for a groundwater
district during the regular meeting on
Thursday, July 30.

During the meeting, the court was
presented with a new procedure for
how plats are handled by the county.

Commissioner Lori Northeutt stated
[|1uL EI:'H_‘ met “’ith ti':"l."LTHI. county d{.‘-’
partments to discuss the procedure for
handling plats as they moved from con-
ception to final approval. With feed-
back from all departments, a new pro-
cedure was developed so that plats
never leave the county clerk's office
unless they are brought before the
coutt,

All  commissioners were satisfied
with the new procedure and it was
unanimously approved as presented.

Commissioners considered an item

see COURT on page 2

26TH RAINS COUNTY FAIR
Fair organizers
remind exhibitors
of upcoming
deadlines

From Staff Reports
Rains County Leader staff

With the 96th Annual Rains County
Fair set for Seprember 15-19, organizers
are reminding exhibitors, vendors and
contestants thar several entry deadlines
are approaching in the coming weeks.

New commercial vendors looking to
set up a booth at the Fair can begin re-
serving space starting August 1, Previ-
ous vendors keep first choice of their
old spots, but new vendors will be
placed on a waiting list in the order
they contact the chairman — Terri

AUSTIN — While kids and families
are gathering school supplies, Texas
drivers should be gearing up for the re-
turn of school-related craffic. That
means paying extra attention in school
zones and always driving like a Texan:
kind, courteous and safe.

Crashes rising in
Texas school zones

SEEH}UI IOnNes Can lI:l'l_ EI‘.I.HU[iC pIHECS,

with people in a rush and children not
always watching for cars while they hop
on and off buses or in and ourt of cars,
Drivers can become impatient or dis-
tracted, which leads to mistakes.

In 2015, there were 877 rtraffic
crashes in Texas school zones, a 12-per-
cent increase from the previous year.
Also last year, 2,358 collisions involved
school buses. Distracted driving and
speeding were the most common con-

tributing factors in these crashes.

To help keep kids safe, the Texas
Department of Transportation (Tx-
DOTY is urging drivers o slow down,
avold distractions and follow the rules
of the road during its “Be Safe. Drive
smart” Back to School campaign. Par-
ents and guardians can also help reach
their kids about ways o stay safe when

see DRIVING on page 2

Baler for inside booths or Kerry New-
som for ourside spaces.

Students planning to compete in the
Youth Floral Design Contest, themed
“Under the Sea”™ this year, must have
their entry forms turned in by August
21. Forms can be submitted to chair-
man Ashton Henze or dropped off at
the Rains County Ag Extension Office,
along with the $40 entry fee thar covers

see FAIR on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Junior Yanez is accomplished in business
skills as well as rodeo horse roping

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County leader contributor

Junior Yanez has worked in his
dad's business, |BA Tex Trailers, in
Emory, since he was a kid and has
now ecarned a place as co-owner
with his dad. Since he was very
young, he did welding, painting, re-
pairing and putting floors into trail-
ers. As an adult he does bookkeep-
ing, planning and budgeting. He
worked at the business in Emory
for four years and for two years
when it was in Point. He enjoys
having a brother and cousins on-
board and tries to make fun on the
job by getting Sonic drinks for ev-
eryone when it is hot and sunny.

“l learned a lot about making
trailers with a pencil and tape mea-

sure,” said Yanez. “My focus is
landscaping, concrete work and
custom trailers.”

Yanez is a 2022 graduate of
Rains High School where he was in
Future Farmers of America and
learned mechanics and welding
from his teacher, Robert Fisher. He
says there was a lot of hands-on
teaching there.

Yanez has other ralents thar
have evolved into hobbies such as
team horse roping at rodeos for the
World Series. From horseback, he
lassos the head and horns of a steer
while his partner lassos the hind
legs. He has been doing this for
about five months and for about a
vear he has had four quarter horses
to ride when roping.

The World Series of Team Rop-

ing (WSTR) is the premier team
roping competition in the United
States, featuring top professional
and amateur teams from across the
country. It is organized by the Pro-
fessional Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion (FRCA) and the Women's
Professional Rodeo  Association
(WPRA), with events held in mul-
tiple states leading up to the Ariat
World Series of Team Roping Fi-
nale in Las Vegas.

Yanez has a girlfriend and enjoys
country dancing and going out to
dinner at places like Circle M
Crawfish in Big Sandy and to
Texas Roadhouse. He also likes
cooking with family.

He has two pet dogs, a Weiner
dog named Snoopy and a Maltese
named Chico.

Junior Yanez

e EETIRE4T4
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.1., OPEN mastings.

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903
243-6766 o

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m,,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
M. Housten 5t., Edgewood, 903-
B96-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
dth Men., 5:15 pm., 215 N.
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Saturday
F:00-10:00 &.m.

ARBALA DANCE - Mon., 7:00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 1<t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information $03-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fi 514, Emory, 903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs, 11230 a.m., www.
Iakecountryneighbars.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Ind Tues., 1-3
p.m. 2483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - firs!
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
TX. Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

mmunity outh
> Oganizations

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - ath Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Man.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Centar

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, 303-259-
Ba4s

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each month
9:00 a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB -

15t Mon., 11:00 2.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon., &:00 pm.,
Jan_, Mar,, May, July, Sap., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m,,
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., O,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GEMEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
- July 31 & Oct. 30, &:30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, 3:00 a.m.-noon,
903-398-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
Znd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
A Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 ar
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jrd Tues., 7:00 p.m.,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tugs, 6:45 pm,,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rains Tax Office a1 12:00 pm,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dthThurs,, 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 15D SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 pm,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

Jrd Monday, &6:30 pm,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tieas, and Thurs,, 8:00 a,m, -
5:00 pm, 110 E North 5t
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 9039747231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Opan MonFri. 7 am-4 p.m
903-473-3099 or 3098
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NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samatitan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday in
the building behind the pub-
lic library on Hwy. 6% in
Emory, Hours for Mon.-Wed.
are 8:00 am.-4:00 pam.,
closed noon-1:00 p.m. Hours
for Thursday are 8:00 a.m.-
noon,  Thrift sales will be
open  every Saturday in
August from §:00 a.m.-noon.
Funds go to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
Center.

GriefShare Sessions
begin Aug. 5

Are you grieving the
death of someone close o
vou!  Find  comfort  and
encoutagement  at  OGrief-
Share on  Wednesdays,
August 12-Nov. 4, from
2:00-4:00 pon, ar Wilson-
Orwosky Funeral Home, For
mote information, call Renee

or Jordan at Wilson-Or-
wosky Funeral home at
903-473-3545, or  email

wilsomorwosky i famibyfh.com

American Legion
Breakfast Sat.,
Aug.8

Rabb Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #1956
will hold a breakfast buffer
on Saturday, August 8, from
T:00-10:00 s ar the Post
home ar 215 W, Duffy St in
Emory. Takeourts are offered.
Payment is by donation,
which towards  the
upkeep of the home and for
vererans’ projects.

Rains Co. Fair
pageant applications

Fains Councy Fair Pageant
applications may be down-
loaded  from the Rains
County  Fair Website at
wawaw. hieps: framscountyfair.
comypageants! Deadline o
enrer is Auguse 7, 2026,

FO2s

COURT

Continued from page 1

placed on the agenda by
Morthourt to waive fees for
the replat of two lots in the
Briarwood Estates subdivi-
sion, The lots are owned by
the same person and the
separation line was moved
during a replar in 2019,

The court was informed
by Jason Jarrett that vacating
the replat in 2019 would
correct a property line issue,
but would cause legal issues
for other owners in the
subdivision who had  pur-
chased property after 2019

The proposal called for a
new replat to be filed o
adjust the property line back
to its original location. The
owner requested thar since
the action would result in a
third processing fee only w
revert back o an older plar
line, the processing fee be
waived while still paying the
filing fee.

Commissioners  voted
unanimously o approve a
ITLeHE jli iy B “"ili."r'{' l]'l‘.' [1TI'|‘.".'Z‘\-.‘i'
ing and replat fee for the
requested property. Commis-
siomer Jim Jones abstained
from the vore.

In another matter, the
court was presented with a
request to combine three lots
in Hermits Cove into one
lot. The newly created lot
would meer the require-
ments for a sewer system for
ome residence, resulting in a
unanimous approval from
the court,

Commissioners  consid-
ered action on creating a
pround water conservation
district. State Representarive
Cole Hefner spoke to the
court on July 9 abour a
proposal o join 15 counties
in the area ro create a district
to protect ground  warter,
imcluding  the  Carrizo-
Wilcox aquifer.

The county is seeking
legal council on creation of
the district, but was appre-
hensive abour the cost of the
district and being one of 13
counties in the districe. A
motion to table the item and
wait for more information
was unanimously approved.

The court was asked for
permission to place gold and
blue stars in the first story
windows of the Rains

County  Courthouse, reviv-
ing a rradition from the
World Wars era. The blue
stars represent families with
loved ones in harm's way,
and the gold stars represent
any family that lost a loved
one during the current
comiflice.

The proposal request to
place the srars in the win-
dows for 30 days starting in
Movember. The request was
unanimously approved.

Commissioners  consid-
ered a proposal to purchase
eight Automared External
Defibrillaror (AED) devices
for county buildings that do
not have them. The request
WS Ll['l;ll'l.j'l'l'lfl'l,l""-l'!.' ﬂ]'l[':rl.f'l."l._"d.

The court was presented
with a waste-water permir by
Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality (TCED)
for the Steam Boar Shores
subdivision, and it was unan-
imously accepted, They then
approved an addendum
update contact information
in the service agreement for
the court case darabase
software with Local Govern-
ment Solutions,

Commissioners approved
A motion to accept into the
minutes a report on  hail
damage to county buildings
in May and approved a
comtract with Wilson Heat-
ing and Air Conditioning for
maintaining the air condi-
tioning units in the court-
house.

The court unanimously
approved a motion to re-
elect Commissioner Jetemy
Cook to the East Texas
Council of Government
Board of Directors, a request
to use the Rains County

Courthouse  for  Classics
Around the Square on
September 12, a list of

election judges and clerks
and a Letrer of Intent for a
grant for the Andrews Cen-
ter.
All commissioners were
present for the repular meet-
ing.

The next regular meering
of the Rains County Come-
missioners Court is sched-
uled for Thursday, August
13, ar 10:00 am. in the
courtroom  of the Rains
County Courthouse.

DRIVING

Continued from page 1
walking or hiking to school.
Tips for driving in
school zones

Look for flashing school
zone lights in the moming
and afternoon and  obey
school zone npced limits.
Traffic fines increase in
school zones,

Stay alert and put youw
phone out of reach. Using a
handheld electronic device
while driving in an acrive
school zone is apainst the
law.

Stop and yield the righr of
way to pedestrians and other
vulnerable road users in
crosswalks., The Lisa Tmr'g.'
Smith Act of 2021 protects
people in crosswalks and
enhanced the penalties for
falling o follow the law.
Seriously injuring someone
who is lawfully in a crosswalk
Is now a state jail felony.

Enow where to go, Drop
off and ]‘vtc]c U your kids in
vour  school's  designated
areas, not the middle of the
street,

Be on the lookout for
children gathered at bus
:«FI.I].‘I&..

Watch out for kids whe
might dart across the street
ot between vehicles.

Tips for sharing the
road with school buses

Follow school buses at g
safe  distance. Remember
they make frequent stops.

Feep an eye oot for
children exiting the bus and
crossing the street.

Stop for school buses. Do
not pass a school bus if you
see tlashing red lights or an
extended stop sign, regard-
less of which direction you're
headed, unless the bus is on
the opposite side of a divided
highway. Continue once the
bus has moved, the lights
stop  flashing or the bus
driver signals it's okay to

pass,

Vielations can result in a
fine of up to 51,250 for a first
offense,

Tips for children
walking or biking to
school

Use sidewalks. If there's
not one, it's best toowalk on
the left side of the streer,
facing traffic.

Cross the street only at
intersections or crosswalks,
Wait for the walk signal and
lok lefe, right and left again
before crossing.

Pay close atrention to
crossing guards and  obey
their instructions,

Make eye contact with
drivers before crossing the
street, Mever assume a driver
SEes Yol

Always wear a helmet
when riding a bicycle or
sCo0rer.

Stay  alert. Phones or
other devices are distracting
and can take your eves and
ears off the road.

“Be =afe. Dirive Smart” is
an  important  part  of
TxDOT's Drive like a
Texan: Kind. Courteous.
Safe. initiarive. Drive like a
Texan is about embracing
the pride, camaraderie, and
responsibility of being a
Texan on the road. By
making thoughtful choices,
we can all help keep each
other safe. Leamn more at
DriveLikeA Texan.com,

The mformanon contamed m this
repovt  represents  reportable  data
collected  fram  the Texas  Peace
Officer’s Crash Report {CRE-3), Ths
information  was  received  and
proceised by the deparement as of June
_‘:-l,"_ 026, To wiew addierenal trafiic
safety data, wisic T«DOT's Traffic
Safery Dara Poveal online.

The Texas  Deportment  of
Transportation  is  vesponzible  far
rmaincaininyg 80,000 miles of voad and
for SUPPOTEME auighom, marthime, Tenl
and public ransportation across the
state, Conmecting You with Texas

FAIR

Continued from page 1

the cost of flowers,

Hl‘\.’l."f.i] I,.ll.'ill.]lll'l'll‘:‘i li.:.ll.].‘il‘l"l'
around the second week of
September. Creative Arts
exhibits — spanning divi-
stoms  such  as  antiques,
canned foods, fine arts,
handerafts, horriculture,
needlework, photography
and quilting — must be
|:"rI.H.]j_:.I'I|_ [1%) t]“.' {ili.TETI.H]'I'Ii]H
September 8 or 9, between
3:30 and 6:30 pom. Horticul-
ture entries, however, will
only  be accepted on
Wednesday, Seprember 9.
]llglginj; for all Creative Arts
divisions follows on Septem-
ber 10 and is closed o the
puHiL:.

Chili  Cook-OMf  teams
have unril Friday, Seprember
L1, 1o g theit entries in
ahead of the September 12
contest on the Courthouse
k;l\'.llli'lf{‘. E'I'I[r'il."?- Al .l‘.'l."
mailed to chairman Kevin
Douglas or dropped off at
Kil]’i'll'll'i EL':IUI'!.' SH'I.'I'I'I. '-l_l'li'”_
same day, September 11, is
also the deadline for junior
livestock exhibirors to turn
in their 4-H or FFA record
books to the County Exten-
sion e |.11.' 400 P —a
requitement for any animal

to compete in the show,
Families [urpin_u o enter
the Mutton Bustin' Contest,
open to riders ages 4 o 7, are
L"]H:“I.]f.ij_'{‘l.] I TL"L'::i:“L"T ]'ﬂ.
September 17 to guarantee
their child a spot in the
5-:['.|,|.~:1L|:*-r1' 18 event. Rl'gi:‘i-
tration forms can be mailed
to Heath or Kristi Sisk or

L‘l]'l.'l [1]1{'\1 l.!'“- at K.il.'.i I 1:‘-
Beauty Salon. Ag Mechanics
project  entries are  also

il.(.:ll:{‘['lll."l..l. 1|:'|.ii|_ TE'I.IIT."-I.{:I.Y
morning, with the accompa-
nying silent auction opening
at HI:”:-I' 1. i'l['IL{ ]'I.]['I.Ii'i['l.}_':
through Saturday,

Even afrer the Fair wraps
ll['!I one i]{‘ﬁ\]ll'l'l{" reInaemns:
names for the Add-On
donor list that will run in the
IiL"“r'?i]'l:l[H"r st |:'|i.' .‘i'll.["."l!'li.‘l_-
ted to the Extension Office
by 4:00 p.m. on Friday,
5-:['.|,|.~:1L|:*-r1' 25,

O'rganizers say exhibitors
with questions about any
deadline  should
reach out to that division's
chairman directly; conract
information for each is lisred
in the official Fair Book,
available ar waww . rainscoun-
I:}'Jl}l.l'r..::arrrl.

conlesl

Visit us on the web: www.rainscountyleader.com

Advertising Works 903-473-2653

about how o play - and good luck!
e —  — —

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is o complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
mumber can only be usad once m each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 baxes. Visit www sudekuofthaday.com for further tips and help

Edward Jones

Brandon R Roberts
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Financial Advisor

132 M Texas 5t P O Box 1221
Emaory, TX 75440
903-473-1552

MIKT-58940-4.-44 AECSPAD

Member SIPC

Helly Wasson
Financial Advisar
132 W Texas 5t | P O Box 1221

Emary, TX 75440
903-473-1592

= edwardjones.com

1

0|3
)

4| |7

4

N

(0 e]f ErNI(0](éh (@)@
i

NN

803 N. Texas St.

a0y Wilson-Orwosky
Funeral Home

Your family-ouned, fiometown full service provider

Full service cremation provider

Traditional funeral services
Pre & post funeral gathering room
200 plus seated chapel = Grief support

903-473-3545

wilsonorwosky @ familyfh.com = www wilsonorwoskyfunaeralhome.com

- Emory, Texas
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A Tortilla for Uncle Hilmer

“If @ man has any greamess
i him, it comes to light, net in
ane flamboyant howr, bt in the
ledger of his daily work.”

Beryl Markham

Several months ago, after
visiting family out-of-state,
my wife
returned
home raving
about Uncle
Hilmer s
homemade
flour  tor-
tillas. Regu-
lar readers of
my column
11].1\' CeImein-
ber  Uncle
Hilmer. He's on my list of
favarite people, and ['ve
written about him before.
Hilmer played a vital role in
a  crime-fighting r.aulil‘_.'
adventure we had a few years
ago that I wrote about {Uinele
Andy's War-Fighting Crime in
the f_,.r;znu'.n — a [00-percent
true story) and  with  his
knowledge  and  insight
inspired my column from last
vear regarding the mysteri-
ous LB, '::I.H'lpl."l' case (No
Funny Stuff — True Crime in
the Air), Once again, hard-
working Uncle Hilmer has
motivated me to pen another
column,  Spurred by his
dietary interest, today | am
writing about that unsung
gastronomic  jewel of the
Southwest, the humble vel
glorious flour torella.

Within the bounds of
L"Ulj”:lr'!.' ELJlI!IL:H.", EL"'.’-" E;;:lll'd.‘-

JODY DYER

Npewriter Waekly

are  more  Contentionus tl'lﬂ n
the flour torolla. While
SOOOTY foodies ]l!L:'i]"'!‘.-lli]i.ll.‘

about the earthiness of the
mighty comn tortilla {Mex-
ico's gracicus gift to the New
World), the flour rortilla is
often considered a gringo
Lll.]i.l.'L:., mote L?E TL"X'I."'-"{{.‘K
anomaly than anything else.
Some will even say that the
flour  rorilla not  real
Mexican food. Flour tortillas
get little respect. Perhaps
this is because the srandard
“Flat Stanley” versions sold
in grocery stores are often
bland and clamay, like wha
they used to wrap your bean
burrites at lunch in Jr. High,
But if you spend much time
foraging in the hinterlands of
this grear country you might
discover something berter.
And, if like Uncle Hilmer,
vou care to roll up your
5|.L'L" Wit :It'l-.|. [{.‘:lr” i.l'i I |:'|.L"
kitchen, you can make the
best flour rortillas you will
ever eat. | decided 1o follow

is

Debunking five common Social

Social Security is often a
Cornerstone

retitement
income, but
it's  often
misunder-
stood, lead-
ing to con-
fusiomn,
worty  and
poor  plan-
ning deci-
s1omn s
Here's the
truth behind five of the most
COHIIMOT I i.fi{:li ]| “.:L"[” i( M.
= First, it's not going
broke: if no action is
taken, benefits could drop
around 2032, but policy-

of

ERANDOM ROBERTS
Ecdvwotrd Jovuct

Uncle Hilmer’s lead and do
just that, [ started making
flour tortillas. For others whao
might be inspired, here is
Hilmer's recipe, with one
minor change.

| learned that here in
Texas, flour tortillas are
oftenn made with bir of

baking powder. This makes
them puff up and bubble
when cooking, which is a
good indicator that it's time
to flip. [ liked this indicator,
s0 baking [u:«w;]m' is included
in this slightly revised ver-
sion of Hilmer's recipe, Here
it is....

Ingredients:

3 cups unbleached all-
prutpose flour (hard wheat
flour with 10-12% protein
content is best for chewy
tortillas)

L tsp. baking powder

1+ tsp. salt

3 T|:1."-P. hl'l‘l”'fL']}itl{l Uf'!l'lH.“'
chodce (T like lard or bacon
grease — best to use chilled)

] L"ll]"' Very WA warer

Instructions:

SIFT dry ingredients well
hefore vou begin mixing (this
will make dough tender,
smooth, and pliable), Next
wash the grease and germs
off your primy hands. Then
in a large bowl MIX in
shorrening with your clean
hands until you have fine
crumbs, Add warm warer
gradually, a few tablespoons
at a time, stirring with a
spoon ot fork as you pour,
Uhice water  is 1J-.|.L‘L] mix
and knead thnmLuth with
your still clean hands (if
needed, add more water, but
not too much — maybe 1
tablespoon). Remove from
bhowl and knead the fire out
of your dough for at least 5
minutes (knead on clean
counter or curting board and
lightly dust  with  flour).
Eneading well builds gluten
strength and distribures o
shortening evenly, making
tortillas seft and flexible,
When finished kneading, roll
dough inte a giant potato-
like blob and ser aside for 30
minutes  f[cover with a
kitchen towel or stow in a zip
lock bag),

Afrer dough has rested,
form inte balls (golf ball size
or smaller), Dust with flour
and with a rolling pin flatten
and roll balls into super thin,
preferably round tortillas (I
roll them as thin as [ can get
them).

makers have options to
strengthen it.
= Second, i W |

replace everything. It cov-
ers roughly 40 percent of
YU“T ‘i!'l.(.:'::l]”{ﬂ 501 f\'..‘|j|.'\'.."
ment savings are  still
critical.

= Third, ¢l iming e irly
and v-u-rklm, won't perma-
nently reduce lbenefirs;
]'l.-i"|'||'|L]:||f‘\- Aare Li|§.'1'
increased for reductions
that cccurred hefore full
rerrement age.

* Fourth, if an ex-spouse
claims benefits based on
your earnings record il
doesn't reduce your bene-

Onee tortillas are rolled
and ready to cock, place on
griddle or in cast iron skillet
over medium o high heat.
Torrillas need only cook for
approx. 45 seconds (do not
overcook). Look for bubbles
(okay to press these down)
and flip over and cook for
another few seconds. Tor-
tillas should be soft and easy
to bend. Eat fresh, plain or
with butter, or stack and
store in the fridge using zip
I'; 'IC]\: |.1;.Iﬁ5‘- f': ar |.'."i| er.
WARNING - These may be
the best flour tortillas you
will ever eat and constiture
an addiction risk.

In the kitchen this week,
making tortillas, | have been
thinking a lot about Uncle
Hilmer., With his easy smile,
calm manner, and deep
soothing  woice, he  was
always settling company.,
Shaking his hand confirmed
that he was the strongest
person [ knew. And it never
took long for Hilmer's genius
to come bubbling to the
surface when he was around.
Whether you had a tractor
to repair {or maybe a 68
Ford Mustang), a bam to
re-build, cookies and
biscuits to bake, Hilmer was
your guy. He could do or fix
:I.I'I.'!.T]':itlu. ' convineced that
Uncle Hilmer was a true
palymath (a genius in multi-
["!ll." areas) — kind of like a mix
of Chuck MNorrs and Ben
Franklin, O mayhbe
Leonarde da Vinei with
wrench in his hand.

Things sometimes stick in
your mind. We can make
deep mental connections,
especially as we grapple with
grief. Homemade Tkl-.rur Tor-
tillas and Uncle Hilmer stick
together for me. Now every
time [ ear one, [ think thar in
a still and small way T will be
honoring him.

Hurting and praying this
week, T am reminded that
God is our only source of life
and comfort. And 1| am
eating tortillas for Uncle
Hilmer. It's hard to believe
that he is gone.

Fest in peace Uncle
Hilmer — we love you, ..

1YY DYER s a columnis,
author, and  former  teacher.
[rescribed by some as a Renaissance
iy, e s oa baseball fan, cotles
roaster, and accomplished feral hog
rrapper, He likes o read, appreci-
ales tlu.' -:l|.|h|-.1-clr:\. :||:'..| i |;-.'\r:u| '.1.'|I|:'.
dogs and children, He is the father
of three, and lives with his wife in
.[.I.')q.il.".

L=

4] |

r\'l._u'ulr._'ul.l._._l'.l'. CENTE

@ 2026 Jody Dryer

.
Security myths
fit,
* And fifth, benefits are
still raxable if your com-
bined income exceeds
certain thresholds, though
some  temporary  deduc-
tions exist.
The more you understand

Social Security, the more
LA t:l'ﬂ] ¥ .I.'Ii'l'l'-l..‘ WVET your
retirement OUCCONE.

Crounding your decisions in
facts rather than assump-
tions can make a meaningful
difference in your long-rerm
financial security.

This content was provided by
Edward Jones for use by Brandon
Raoberts, your Edward Jones financial
advisor in Emory ar 903-473-1592.
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Job Satisfaction

By Linda Brendle

Last week while T was
sitting in the surgery waiting
room  while the doctor

replaced one  of David's
defective parts, [ was texting
with oy s01.
We had
been focus-
it on David
who was in
the recovery
room by this
time, when
Chriscian
sent me a
picture  of
the palm of
his left hand showing a nasty
gash in the thenar. That's
the fleshy mound at the base
of the thumb. See how smart
yvou get by reading my col-
umn! But [ digress,

[ did the typical mom
thing: How did you do that!
Looks like you need stitches,
Clean it with hydrogen
peroxide and wriple antibiotic
ointment. When was your
last retanus shot?

He did the typical son
thing: [ sliced it on some
sheet metal. | thought I'd ey
superglue and butterfly ban-
dages since | don't have
insurance. My nurse friend
said to tun it under cold
water for about a minute and
then put a waterproof ban-
dage on after the glue and
butterflies. The shot was
abour a year ago.

In addition to doing the
same kind of stock marker
trading David and I do and
some other projects he has
going, Christian works with
his dad in a handyman and
remodeling  business.  He
went on to tell me that he
was loading some corrugated
sheet metal into the tuck,
and it slid across the palm of
his hand. 1 won't tell you
how much he said it hurt.
This 15, after all, a family

newspaper. Then we went

back ro talking abour David.

The next morning, he
sent me a picture without
the bandage. It looked like
the cut was closing up nicely,
and as he said in his message,
it didn't look like there was
any infection. But I am stll
his mom, so [ reminded him
% L;cup doctoring it.

He chanped the subject by
sending me a copy of his
current work project, a large
patio with a2 metal railing
around it, and part of a metal
roof. Standing in the shade
of the half-roof was @ woman
in my age range who looked
s ll‘ '1]‘]{. Was Ll:lL\Lk.”l" ot h.]"'

work. Our  conversation
continued;
Me: Do you charge more

if they supervise!

Christian: [ definitely
should!
Me: 1 assume you're

putting a cover on her patio
— with deadly sheet metal!

Christian:  Haha. Yes.
First, [ buile the steel frame.
]_(:lt."- '::l'. .".-|:1'.'\i1'k.‘1 :||.'|I.] ]';:l".l.]tl.l.\}i:"
and drilling into concrete.

Me: Impressive!

Christian: It's prey fun
work — except for the fact
that it was 102 degrees out
today. Bur still very .x:Lli:ifxl.'-
ing.

Me: A sacisfaction missed
|:1"|' ]'I.!'.“'IT H"Ll:l.}' IM"l'l'\:" 1[11]‘51{
manual labor is below them.

Christian: Yep

And that was where the
idea for this column began.
Many students are guided
and encouraged by parents,
high school  counselors,
teachers, and peer pressure
into four years or more of
higher education because
they “need a degree to get a
good ju]\:‘ ot they need “the
college  experence” o
become a mature adult
Some young adules thrive in
the academic atmosphere
and actually end up living
the deeam of the perfect job

Keep Your Money Safe

that fits them like the
proverbial glove, Bur what
abour the rest. Once they
walk across that stage, they
find themselves with  a
mountain of debt, trapped in
a job they hate and are not
suited for. They spend the
rest of their lives dreading
L"'!r".“l".n' ‘-‘-'L‘L‘ki].iﬁ' :lIILl lj'n"" 18 fl.ll.'
the weekend which is way
too short to shed the pres-
sures of the rest of the week.
There are alternatives.

| think of one young man
whose  father owned a
plumbing business. He went
to work for the company
while still in high school, and
by the time his friends were
graduating from college, he
was a master plumber,
owned his work truck free
and clear, and enjoyed going
LE4] 'r\-";ﬂ'k L""-'L"l'r' {]:l'ln' EVen
though he didn't wear a suir
and tie and came home direy,

And then there are those
like Christian who have tried
it all. He has a bachelor's
degree, a mastet’s, and made

it to ABD — all but disserta-

tion - in a PhD program
t‘{.‘fl.lrL" |:|.|." t]'l.l."n"l."d O H‘L"I:‘-

worked in the corporate
world, non-profit fundrais-
ing, [11111]'1.\[1-;'-.[ nine  hooks
and countless articles, cre-
ated a successtul business,
il.l'il.l ol FL'W' {1||:'|L1'r 'l'li.l‘l.;:h II'\'L"
probably forgotten. But now
he finds great satisfaction in
working with his hands and
coming home with those
hands direy, blistered, and
cut open on a piece of sheet
metal. It's something to
think about when you talk to
'!|'{1||.] l;.l.l.J'l :||.'|l.}|.]| "Pr'l‘l.i'ﬂ t]'“."!r'
want to do for their life's
waork,

Linda PBrendle writes a weekly
column for Believers” Baptist Church.
She 15 a published author and also
WIIbEs I"'"'r Careg i"-'ll'l: Fanl
family om her blog ar fg
LifeAfterCavemiving. Word Press.com,
Yo can -l her at
LindaBrendleda vahoo, com,

—— Keep your money safe by keeping your account
~— ‘ tB' I x information private!
e If anvone makes suspicious calls asking to verify a
b/ 1 r statement or award e ify us immediately
Commereial Bank of Texas statement or award a prize, Tlﬂﬂf:!r us immex ately at
903-473-2611. Also, be sure to carefully examine vour
account statements for any unusnal transactions.
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659 W, Lennon D + Emory, Texas

903-473-2224

Daily Breakfast
& Lunch Specials

Monday-Saturday
6:00AM - 2:00PM

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY

MON-SAT: 5AM - 9PM

Tex Mex Restaurant
www.doscharrostexmex.com

Daily Lunch Specials

903-473-0007

* SUN: 5AM - 2PM

Hours:
Tue-Sat: 11 am. -8 p.m.
Sun: 11 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

400 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas
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Sheriff’s Report

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took rhe following
reports of activity during the
week of July 27-August 2:

Arrests

T-27:
Brent Allen
Cason.
Assault
causing bod-
ily ijury  ro
family mem-

Loe 1,
Soh
mckaeLHopns 1 00000
Raias Coairey Shenff I_'I'-..‘:'“d-
T-30:

Mﬁrl}' [_'r'11t1 Thoinas, Driv-
ing while intoxicated third or
more if at trial, $10,000
|:1|:3I[|.I.J..

T-30: Adam  Wesley
Webb., Criminal trespass, no
bstnd lisred.

8-2: Edward Parrick
McColgan, Driving while
intoxicared, $3,000 bond.

Calls

7-27: E Lennon [w,
Business :||:|rtn; CR 5451
Medical assist; CR 2440
Damaged property; FM 2737
Repossession; W OQuitman

St. Warrant service; CR
4455 Trespassing; "W North
St. Thefr; W North S

Theft; 3rd 5t. Point Criminal
trespass;  Industrial  Blvd,
Open door; CR 2110 Medi-
cal assist; FM 3174 Brush
fire; Pucket Pass Welfare
concert;  Shetiff's  Office
(=0 lobby Meet com-
plainant; Hwy. 69 Livestock
ENER ru:u]w'\y: W Llennon Dr.
Business alarm; E Lennon
D, Problems with a juvenile;
E Lennon Di. f‘;u}iplclunh
activity; Hwy., 276 Motorist
assist,

T-28: W QuiHn:\h Sr.
Welfare concern; CR 1525
Animal at large; CR 1530

Medical assist; Huwy. 69
Medical assist;  Sheriff's
Office (SO) lobby Civil

matter; Wi Lennon D,
Welfare concermn; Quitman
St Reckless driver; PR 5451
Medical assist; W North S
Thefr; CR 4340 Medical
assist; CR 2360 Alba Wel-
fatre Concer; M F]:lhlrrﬁ Sr.
Meer  complainang; SO
Assault; FM 515 Pursuir; CR
00 Residence :\]:1rm; Hw'l.'.
69E Debris in roadway; CR
2610 Controlled burn; Hwy.
69 Motorist assist; CR 11532

Cody Beaver
Community President
903-473-2611
cheaver@chtx.com

MMLS #245768

Suspicious activity; FM 2946
Medical assist; Hwy‘. 76
Drebris in roadway; E Lennon
D, Suspicious vehicle; SO
lc:l!lnf "':{-'rl:lf.ar-: CoMicert; E
Lennon Dr. Pedestrian stop.

7-29: FM 514 Medical
assist; E Lennon De. Medical
assist; CR 3443 Residence
alarmy; 50 lobby Meet come-
E1]:Ii.]i'.'i1'||: PR 7707 Animal
welfare concern; 50O lobby
Meet complainant; FM 2795
Animal welfare concert;

Hwy. 19M Structure fire; W

Lennen  Dr. Accident;
Locust 5t Poinr Warrant
service; CRO1622 Stolen

vehicle; CR 2360 Suspicious
prerson; PR ?Tl:"q- Harass-
ment; SO lobby Apency
assist; W Morth Se. Found
property.

T-30: 50 lobby Follow up
investigation; PR 7026 Sus-
pricious activiry; W Noeth Sr.
Follow up imvestigation; Old
Mill Lo, Emory Medical
assist; PR 7423 Fraud, CR
3328 Suspicious vehicle; FM
513 Medical assist; Industrial
Blvd. Medical assist;; CR
3317 Disorderly conduct;
Old Mill Lo, Medical assisr;
CR 1532 Grass fire; 50
lobby Meet complainant; CR
1140 Medical assist; Huwy,
195 ar FM 2324 Accident
Hwy. 609% Accident; FM
2946 Business alarm;Hwy,
276 ar CR 1440 Reckless
driver; FM 515 Follow up
investigation; E Lennon Dr.
Pedesttian stop; CRO3202
Follow up  imvestigation;
Qluitman St Medical assist;
FM 2795 Point Medical
assist; CR 1605 Debris in
roadway; Hwy, 69%W Reck-
less driver.

T-31: FM 2737 Suicidal
subject; CR 4325 Medical
assist; E Lennon De. Medical
assist; Hwy, 69 Medical
assist; Planters St Alarm
business; FM 515 Medical
assist; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 3338 Medical
assis; W Lennon Dy, Pedes-
trian stop; FM 515 Medical
assist; N Texas St Accidenr;
FM 779 Livestock on the
roadway; CR 1412 Suspi-
cious  activicy;  Hwy, 69
f:uh[ru]llh] lmrh: 5{_-5 ]{ﬂ?lﬂy
Meet complaimane; Ave. D
Open door; CR 2130 Noise
|_‘111'|:J]‘I|.!it1l; K.‘ay's Place Lone
Dak Apency assist; FM 47
Accident; Hwy, 69%W Pedes-

rrian stop; West Tawakoni

Welfare concern,

8-1: FM 313 f‘gusp:iciuu.\
person; Hwy., 19N Suspi-
cious person; FM 2324 Med-
ical  assist; Huwy.  69W
Funeral escort; Steamboat
Shores Welfare concern; PR
7719 Medical assist; SO
lobby Meet complainant; CR
1330 Medical assist; Skyline
De. Medical assist; CR 1480
Stranded boater; Hwy., 69
Animal welfare concern; FM
313 Suspicious acrivity; CR
4220 Medical assist; State
Park Bd. Agency assist; CR
2430 Medical assist.

8-2: FM 515 Reckless
driver; Old Mill Ln, Medical
assist; Planrers St Business
alarm; Hwy. 276 Pursuit; FM
2795 Livestock on the road-
WY, CR 4252 D;‘ntn:'lj_:m]
property; DR 4254 Medical
assist; FM 2737 Found prop-
erty; N Texas St Suspicious
person;  Mortheurt Addn.
Investigation; PR 5451 Med-
ical assist; CR 3374 Doimes-
tic disturbance; CR 1140
Medical assist; E Lennon Dr,

Reckless driver.

The Sheriff's Department
rt'puﬂt'-.[ 2?3 L".!".\- fm' IhL’
week,  Among  the calls
were:1 criminal trespass, 1
I.]i1|l1illul.’ii PEOPErTy, 3 debris
in roadway, 1 disorderly
conduct, | domestic disour-
h;mcc, 3 exrra |'~:|I:r-:1], | beush
fire, 10 follow up investiga-
tion, 2 found property, 1
fr:'mr.l, I funera ESCOTT, |
harassment, 1 structure fire,
l investigation, 3 livestock
R r-:r:u]w;}y, 8 meer coin-
plainant, 1 noise complaint,
2 open door, | grass fire, |
Eﬂ'll]l'llt'i'[]:'i with a juvcnil-:, 15
public service, I pursuit, 5
reckless driver, 1 reposses-
sion, 1 stolen wvehiele, 1
stranded boarer, 1 suicidal
subject, 5 suspicious activity,
4 suspicious person, I suspi-
cious vehicle, 3 theft, 2
warrant service, 7 welfare
concetn, | lrr.ni]‘-:'ln.\-itu:, 5
accident, 2 controlled bum,
1 public assist, 4 pedestrian
stop, 3 agency  assist, 5
business alarms, 2 residence
alarms, 1 animal at large, 3
animal welfare concern, |1
assault, 2 motorist assist, |
civil martter,

There were 114 rralfic
stops, 90 warnings, 15 cita-
tions, 32 medical calls, and
|9 [ranspuis.

Right Products,
- Right People,
- [Right Reasons.

Commercial
offers full-service business and
personal banking backed by the
latest tools and technology, and
friendly, old-fashioned customer
service from neighbors who
care, Our community is at the
heart of everything we do. That's
Banking Texas Style!

FULL-SERVICE
COMMUNITY
BANKING

Bank of Texas

* PERSONAL
* BUSINESS
* LOANS

* DIGITAL

Come on by or give us a call today. You'll be glad you did!

= CBTx

Commercial Bank of Texas, N.AY
800-723-7601 % www.cbtx.com

Emory Banking Center % 170 Quitman St. % 903-473-2611
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TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
Don't Leave Rural Texas Behind

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Tewas Rural Reporter

Over the Fourth of July
weekend, | watched a docu-
mentary
abour Presi-
d e n t
Theodore
Roosevelr, |
have always
E e e n
inerigued l‘n_y'
Roosevelr,

i

SUZANNE :
_ BELLSNYDER and his
Ten B Bgponer— S0 gy i the

Arena’
speech on courage is one |
returnn to when [ need a
reminder of why engaging in
the political arena marters,
even when doing so s
difficulr.

More than a century ago,
the country was rtapidly
shifting from a nation of
farms and small towns to one
of growing cities, factories
and industry. As Americans
left rural communities for
urhan opportunity,  Roo-
sevelt worried that some-
thing valuable might be lost
in the rush roward progress.

“There are no two public
questions  of more  vital
importance to the future of
this country,” Roosevelt said,
“than the problem of conser-
vation and the problem of
the betterment of country
life." Roosevelt understood
that conservation was about
more than protecting forests,
rivers and wildlife. It was also
about preserving the com-
munities that had cared for
those places for generations.

Ower the past year, | have
writken about school vouch-
ers, data centers, propercy
taxes, the state lwmh,-m and
local control. Each of those
debares raises a larger ques-
rion  abour the direction
Texas is heading and what
that future will mean for the
people who call rural Texas
home.

What kind of future is
Texas trying to build, and is
there still room in it for a
rural way of life!

TlH'l llﬁ'eﬁl C:JI\k‘Etb:l[i:Jl'ﬁ.\-
about tural Texas begin with
what we lack, Some commu-
nities have lost population.
Hospitals have closed, Main
Streets are quieter than they
once were, and young people
often leave to pursue carcers
elsewhere. Those challenges
are real, but they do not
mean rural Texas needs ro be
rescued from itself,

Many of us live here
hecause we choose to. Oth-
ers are the fourth, fifth or

sixth generation to care for
the same ranch or farm. We
stay not because it is the
l‘il?-l.{‘.‘il, Iﬂil‘.'.l' [ 4] [!'li_ill'(‘.' i |
living, but because it 1s where
we find purpose,

There is value in knowing
your neighbors, supporting
your local school, serving
your church, volunteering at
the fire department and
believing vour children and
grandechildren might some-
day want to come home,

That isn't nostalgia. It's
a culture worth protecting.

As | have covered the
debate over data centers, |
have begun  to wonder
whether rural Texas is
increasingly viewed not as a
culture  of people  worth
protecting, but as a collec-
tion of rescurces waiting to
be developed.

Land to develop. Water to
pump. Electricity o con-
sume.  Transmission  cotri-
dors to cross. Tax incentives
to offer.

Mone of those things are
inherently had. Rural Texas
needs investment and oppor-
tunity, and we should wel-
come businesses that create
jobs, respect local resources
and  become part of the
communities  where they
locare.

But as our leaders con-
sider this wave of develop-
ment, they should remember
there is a difference berween
investing i a place and
investing in its people.

A data center in a rural
county may add millions of
dollars to the tax rolls, and
that matters. But a larger rax
hase is not the same thing as
investing in a community.

Property taxes help fund
povernment services. | hey
do not, by themselves, bring
families, strengthen  local
businesses, fill school class-
rooms or build the civic
relationships  thar allow a
town to grow and thrive,

Communiries are built by
families who buy homes and
raise children. They are buile
by business owners who
sponsor the foothall team,
parents who fill the school
auditerium, velunteers who
answer fire ealls in the
middle of the night and
neighbors who show up with
casseroles afver a funeral or
tractors after a storm.

In rural Texas, our com-
['l'llll'ljl.li."ﬁ- are l.."l..'l'l:‘iY.‘il{"ll'lfil e
simply economies,

That is why srewardship
matrers.

As Texas enters this new
era, policymakers, commu-

nity leaders and investors
alike should think beyond
the next quarterly earnings
report or ‘i]ryisi|;|li'ﬂ: SESSI0HM
and consider what today's
decisions will leave for the
next ﬂ{"l 'H.‘T;ll_'ii M.

It means understanding
that land is more than an
il.‘i:‘il:'!l waler ]‘l e |_|:'|i||'|. an
industrial input and a com-
munity is more than its
raxable value.

The measure of progress
should nor simply be how
much land we develop, how
many megawatts we Con-
sume or how much taxable
value we creare. It should
also be whether a project
reflects  the community’s
own goals, strengthens local
businesses and leaves rural
Texas a place the next
generation will still want o
call home.

[ do not believe the
ANSWEeEr |‘| L% .‘i1_ﬂ'l|‘.' f[:ﬂ“’r'l"l'lﬂ.

But growth should not
happen to rural communiries
without their input.

Before policymakers com-
mit rural land, water and
electricity to projects that
will reshape communities for
generations, they should
5111Ur' L‘Il'l"ﬂ-']:l 1111'IH ﬂ.']“:lll;-_'J:I (14
ask hetter questions.

Why this much growth!
Why this much land?! Why
this much water! Why this
much electricity!  Why so
much, so fast?

And what will the people
who already live here gain—
and what might they be
asked to give up!?

Those are not the ques-
tions of people who fear
progress. | hey are the ques-
tions of people who under-
stand that stewardship is our
responsibility to future gen-
2rations,

Texas does not have
choose between growth and
rutal communities. Bur it
must choose o value both,
because rural Texas is more
than open land on a map or
FesSOUTCes 'l'ﬁ';llll.";-: [ C4] I"."L"
developed.

[t is a people. It is a
cultere. T is a way of life.

Do not build the future
of Texas by leaving rural

Texas behind,
About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and
|1|.|'|'-|1su|1-.':r of the Hasford Conney
Reporter-Statesman and  Sherman
Counery Gazerre, A former Capiral
statler with decades of expenence in
Texas politics and policy, she now
focuses on how stare decisions shape
rural life through ber newspapers,
including the Texas Ruwral Reporter.
Subscribe ar www, TexasRuralRe-
powter Substack com

Disaster
could show up
at YOUR
doorstep.

Make a
plan today.

Ready.gov/plan

w” 5,

honesty
responsi l}ilit!,r.

to our Country's

generarion W

Home Cwner!

Walues are being replaced

[ am old enough to remember the old
GOP orthodoxy regarding values every
American understands and most people
actually do know about accountability,
integricy

hese old principles

People by elected
representatives claiming the
leadership mantels of each member in the

Senate and the House. Weak minded
politicians who are not capable of
governing under the current

administration are bowing and curtsying to
DT in his attempt to get whart he wants.

All the while the people are being fleeced
by the present administration.

Greed is the new currency being used to
replace old GOP Values

our children our future leaders are

watching the new world order being used
to make their own futures qucstimmtle

They are on rtrack to
do waorse financially than
their own parents. Will

Not until Greed is put into the trash
heap of history where it belongs.
e Bible talks a lot about greed and
how it impacts our lives.
Where are the old GOP values!
Locked away in a basement closet in DC.
Marvin Henson Poine, Texas

and  personal
are not being taught

epublican

be the first

they become a

@ Property auctions
@ Public hearings

® Local tax changes
@ Adoptions

NOTICED!

@ School district budgets

Find out abouwt these and more in your local paper!

Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.
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THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
The High-Flying Genius Behind Kaepa Shoes

by Bartee Haile

Breaking a 54-vear silence,
an ex-priest best known as
the creator of the Kaepa
brand athletic shoe revealed
his role in the UT rower
tragedy  in
the Aug. 6,
2020 edirion
of the San
Antonio
Express-
News.

Thomas
Adams
might  naot
have lived to
profit from  his innovative
idea for a new kind of
footwear if Charles Whitman
had caught him in his sights
on that sunny Monday in
August 1966, He never spoke
publicly about how close he
came to being the infamous
mass murderer's twentieth
victim until his wife ralked
him into finally telling his part
of the story.

The result was his firsi-
person account published in
the San Antonie Express-News
on the 54th anniversary of
Charles Whitman's bloody
massacre on the University of
Texas campus.

The 34 year Pennsylvanian
began by explaining he had
been in the Texas capital only
siv weeks, He was eaper to
start his new career as a
licensed  flight  instrucror
while  pursuing o second
master's degree in Latin
American Studies at UT.

O that fateful day, Adams
ok a student pilor up in a
Cessna-150 o prepare him
for his solo. "The tower
controller at Robert Mueller
Airport assigned us o use
Runway 34-Left for a series of
‘touch-and-go”  landings, a
pattern whose  left  turms
placed our training plane
within rifle range of the UT
Tower.”

Adams continued: “The
student pilor and I tied down
the Cessna and went inside
the flight-training  office
where we found the manager,
Hatvey Vincent, and three
flight instructors  huddled
around a radio.”

He asked Wincent whai
was happening and got the
response, I guess  wyou
wouldn't know unless the
tower controller had advised
you,

“Advised me! Abour whar!

“There's someone shooting
at people from the UT tower.”

Pressing for more details,
Adams inguired, “How long
has this been going on!™ “Oh,
for abour 30 minures or so”
was Vincent's matter-of-face
Answer,

It ook a moment for thai
revelation to sink in. When it
did, an alarmed Adams raised

BARTEE HAILE

Histanical Cofyereain

the obvious guestion, “Why
didnt the airport  tower
controllers tell us to land!”

Vincent could only shake
his head and say, “l don't
know."

About then two Austin
cops burst into the office with
a startling request. They
wanted to borrow a plane and
a pilot o fly a police sharp-
shooter as close as possible o
the top of the tower to take
out the sniper.

Vincent  dismissed  the
dangerous idea without a
second thought. I don’t want
aty of my pilors flying such a
mission,”

Pointing out he was the
one single pilor on the payroll,
Adams expressed a willing-
ness to take the risk. A
vigorous debate followed uneil
a news bullerin on the radio
made it a moot question,

“The nhnulETL]l:;l:i been shat
and is dead,” declared a
relieved announcer.

One of eight children in a
family that barely scraped by,
Thomas Adams picked the
priesthood for his profession.
Thirteen vears at a Maryknoll
seminary prepared him for six
years as a priest but poor
health forced him to find a
new calling.

He found it on a Milwau-
kee tennis court in 1962, In
the middle of a match, the
shoelace on his right shoe
broke. Instead of calling it a
day, he tied one piece in the
bottom eyelets and the other
on the top leaving the middle
open. After the march, he
noticed that his quick fix had
provided him  with  more
support and more comfort,

Jeannie Gratton, a high

schoel economics teacher and
his furure wife, loaned Adams
$350 to apply for a patent.
Ower the next four years, he
wrote letters to every athletic
shoe manufacturer in the 1.5,
and went so far as to visit
several in Europe, but no one
would give him the time of
day.

Forced to start his own
company, Adams made little
progress and even less money,
His big break seemed to come
when Mitsubishi gave him an
unlimited line of credit for the
right to make his dream come
rrue. Bur the shoes were so
bad they were next to worth-
less, and the bank cut off his
line of credit leaving him $2
million in debt.

Despite  a  generous
$400,000 cash bailour from
his brother-in-law, Adams
soon found himself a month
away from bankruptey. In
desperation he reached out to
Wolverine, and the rest is
history.

The first Kaepas hit the
market in 1982, and four
yvears later sales topped $100
million. In 1985 Walverine
made a killing selling Kaepa
to ancther company, and not
long  after the acquisition
Adams went his own inde-
pendent way.

Tom Adams kept busy
with two more shoe-related
startups  but nothing com-
pared to his  phenomenal
success  with  Kaepa, He
passed away from a sudden
illness at age 89 the year after
his Express-News article

Bartee  Haile your
COMUMIENTS :ll'ld l.||1L"FTi'\-'I|'|$ At
barteehailetdgmailcom or by mail ar
POy Box 130011, Sprng, TX
T7393,

'l\'l.'I-i.'l\.'\lHLI.'.'i
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Paysical Therapy
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Paul Bacon, P.T.

ver 22 years experience in relabilitation sports
medicine injuries, orthopedic surgeries and various
geviatrie ailments.

(903) 474-9436

fax (903) 473-3170
903 E. Lennon St., Ste 101 » Emory, TX 75440
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The Cyclospora outbreak
has many people wondering
what they should do with
lettuce and other types of
ﬁir:sh produce. According to
the

for  Disease
Control and
Prevention
(cpCcy,
invesciga-
tiom of the
current
nation-wide
outhreak is
ongoing,
lceberg let-
tuce  grown
in Mexico 1=
believed to be a primary
source  of  the  outhreak.
Another outbreak in North
Carolina has recently been
reported but the source of
the contaminated produce
has yet to be confirmed.

What is Cyclospora?

Cyclospora is a parasite
spread by consuming food or
water contaminated  with
human feces. According to
the CDC, if someone con-
sumes food or water contam-
inated with Cyclospora, ill-
ness [called eyclosporiasis)
can appear anywhete from 2
to 14 days or even longer.
Symptoms of cyclosporiasis
vary from persen o person
and can include stomach
cramps, watery diarrhea,
frequent bowel movements,
loss of appetite, low-grade
fever, -.m-fi\eadache. People
infected with Cyelospora may
experience symptoms, begin
to feel betrer, then often
eXperience symproms again.

Centers

SARAH LATHAM
R Covaary
Agnilife Agerx

Be prepared, ;
not scared.

Conudaring tha number of daasien tat o
i, chanaes ahe v B e sen

Barwren siool . spaoers and off actheiies, chana

B mith your kidy when it kappens.

Cyclosporal

Cyelosporiasis is treatable
with the correct antibiotics.

Cutbreaks of cyclosporia-
sis are not uncommon and
often peak during the sum-
mer months, They typically
involve fresh produce suc
as lettuce, basil, eilantro,
parsley, and berries,

Preventing Cyclospora
at home

HHW L) )] COTISUMIers
reduce their risk of becoming
infected with Cyclospora?
Jenna Anding, PhID, RDN,
Professor  and  Extension
Specialist with Texas A&M
Aprilife Extension Service
offers the following rips:

Do not eat any produce
that has been recalled. A
current list of recalled irems
can be found on the U5
Food and Drug Administra-
tion website: hehs: . fda.
gov/food fouthreaks-foodborme-
illness finvestigation-9-srate-
othreak-cyclospora-illnesses-
iceberg-lettuce-fuly-2026

Consider avoiding the use
of bagged salads and other
leafy greens until the source
of the cutbreak is confirmed.
Instead, select whole heads
of lettuce, peel off the outer
leaves, and wash thoroughly.

Always begin food prepa-
ration. with clean  hands.
Wash hands for 20 seconds
with soap and warm warter, It
is especially important to
wash hands after using the
resEroom.

Wash produce under coal,
running water before peel-
ing, cutting, or eating. For
produce with a firm andfor

Bty gt Bas e canls o ke prepaniag easy and s N,

an your kidks zan fred,

Goto

www.Ready.gov/kids

and talk to your family today.

(&) FEMA

Ready

textured peel, use a clean
vegetable brush and scrub
under running water. Cut
away any damaged areas on
the produce before eating or
cooking. This includes leafy
greens, herbs such as cilantro
ot patsley, and other fresh
produce.

Prevent cross-contamina-
tion by separating  fresh

roduce from other raw
oods; use clean utensils,
cutting boards.

Individuals who are very
voung, elderly, pregnant, or
bave a weakened immune
system may want to consider
avolding raw fruits, vegeta-
bles, and herbs for the time
being. Howewver, cooking
produce to a  minimum
temperature of 138 degrees
can kill the parasite,

Washing can remove
some, but not all of the
Crclospora that might con-
taminate fresh produce. The
Choe cautions that
Crclospora parasites are resis-
tant to chlorine-based sani-
tizers; the use of bleach or
soap to rinse produce s not
advised.

For  more  information
about Cyclospora, wvisit the
Food and Drug Administra-
vion at heps: e fdagou/
foodfoodborne-pathogens/cy-
clospora.

If you have questions or
concerns, please contact me,
(903 473-4580 or email
Sarah. Latham @ ag.ame.edu,
To view upcoming events or
addirional information,
please follow Rains Counry

AgriLife on Facebook.

non-fuel base rates.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION OF SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY FOR

AUTHORITY TO RECONCILE FUEL COSTS

$436,693 through January 31, 2026, during February through April 2026.

SWEPCO filed its application with the Commission.

Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO) applied to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Commission) on June 30, 2026, for
authority to reconcile its eligible fuel expenses and revenues for the period of January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2025 (Reconciliation Period).

SWEPCO’s request, if granted, will affect all SWEPCO Texas retail customers who pay fixed fuel factors. The request has no effect on SWEPCO’s

During the Reconciliation Period, SWEPCO incurred a total of $397,331,767 in eligible fuel, fuel-related expenses, and purchased-power
costs to generate and purchase electric energy for its Texas retail customers, as well as expenses associated with environmental consumables and
emission allowance costs incurred by SWEPCO and allocated to its Texas retail customers. As of the end of the Reconciliation Period, SWEPCO
calculated that it had over-recovered its Texas retail fuel, fuel related expenses, and purchased-power costs by $45.293 744, excluding interest.
However, subsequent to the close of the Reconciliation Period, as approved by the Commission in Docket No. 59179, SWEPCO implemented a net

interim fuel refund of the over-recovered balance as of October 31, 2025, in the amount of $42,027,369, plus cumulative interest in the amount of

SWEPCO also requests a prudence finding for certain fuel-related contracts and arrangements entered into or modified during the
Reconciliation Period. Finally, SWEPCO requests recovery of its reasonable rate-case expenses associated with this fuel reconciliation proceeding
and a prior fuel refund proceeding, including those expenses paid to reimburse municipalities for their participation.

Persons with questions, or who want more information on SWEPCO’s application, may contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, Shreveport,
Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free at (888) 216-3523 during normal business hours. A complete copy of this application and related filings are
available for inspection at the address listed above or at the following website: https://www.swepco.com/company/about/rates/tx.

The Commission has assigned Docket No. 59827 to this proceeding. Persons who wish to intervene in or wish to express their comments
concerning SWEPCO’s application should notify the Commission as soon as possible, as an intervention deadline will be imposed. A request to
intervene or for further information should refer to Docket No. 59827 and should be mailed to the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box
13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Further information may also be obtained by calling the Commission at (512) 936-7120, or toll free at 1-888-
782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired individuals with text telephones (TTY') may contact the Commission at (512) 936-7136 or use Relay

Texas (toll free) at 1-800-735-2989. Unless otherwise ordered by the presiding otficer, motions to intervene will be due 45 days from the date
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Believers’ Baptist Church

Bwv Linda Brendle

Then Haman said o King Ahasuerus,
“There is a certain [u:up]r scattered abroad
and dispersed among the peoples in all the
provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are
different from those of every other [1-.,‘n[1]r,
and they do not keep the king's laws, so that
it is not to the king's profic to wlerare them.

This week's sermon from Esther was titled
“Harte for God's People in a Worldly

F.mp:irw." ]l‘.‘i1l."- was hated |?-,' the world and

Garden of Eden, and Gods people can
exXpect opposition.

The world will hare God's [1::(::[1]-:, and it
may look like they are losing. But in the end,
God will save His people. Believers must live
h1_,' faith and obedience in a world thar hates

them,
August 9, 6:00 pm. — The Church

Fsther 3:8 P:rm,"in_}_',
Adult Bible Study and KID:z Club

RE ] .

His followers are, too. This goes back to the

continue to meet on Wednesday nighes at

Emory Methodist Church

By Muary White
“What shall we say the kingdom of God 1=
like, or what parable shall we use o describe

-n-;.u

Rev. David Banks' message was ritled
“Walking In The Promise: The Ministry of
Small” with scripture text taken from Mark.
He talked abour George Washingron Carver
and how at eight years old he had his own
garden. He loved the soil. Later he mflu-
enced the farmers on how to plant crops like
peanuts, sweet potatoes and sovbeans and he

parable about the mustard seed teaches us

while the farmer sleeps God is at work.
On Monday, August 10, the Widow/

Widower's meeting will be at Sidekicks at

Mark 4:30

is welcome.

taught crop rotation to improve the soil. The

MY TAKE ON TECH

10:00 a.m. We will have game night on the
Friday, August 14, ar 5:00 pon. and everyone

Birthday wishes go to Joan Thomas and
Anniversary wishes go o
Drarothy Riddle.

Pray for A. B, Godwin, Mackenzy Willis,
Juandell Weddle and Doris Wilson,

Harve a great week and remember be kind.

Reggie and

Mars Mission Spare Parts

Barring a future world-
wide cataclysm, humans are
destined to land on Mars at
some point, perhaps by 2040,
I think this will be no less
pivotal than
w h ¢ n
humans first
landed  on
the moon in
1969, A wip
ter Mars will

be  riskier

JOMNKELY due to the

R a— distance of
ol

the red

planet from
earth and the tme needed
for the trip,

The astronauts heading o
Mars in the future know that
they will not have any rescue
options should they run into
trouble alomg the way, They
will have to be prepared for
any contingency. It can be a
challenging task when there
are weight and size limita-
tions on everything they can
take. Every kilogram and
cubic centimeter on their
spaceship will have to be
very  carefully  considered
when provisioning it for that
long trip. How long? Perhaps
about  nine months  after
liftoff. Compare that with
just days to visit our moon,
and  riporous  planning
needed for a Mars mission
becomes more understand-
able.

A few decades ago, inkjet
printers came on the scene.
Inkjet technolopy prompred

some to ask why they could
not replace ink with other
materials such as edible ink,
liquid plastics and resins, and
even metallic elements to
build up acrual 3-I objects
by creating lavers of material,

Once main essentials are
addressed for the Mars orip,
engineers will need to design
and build all the equipment
on board to survive reliably
for what may be several
vears. [t may be important ro
replace damaged or worn-
out parts on the trip to and
from Mars since there will be
very limited room for spare
parts,

If the astronauts cannot
take a lot of spare parts,
rerhaps they can do the next
twe.x;l: thing: take equipment
thar  can  manufacture
replacement parts as needed
along the way. This would be
with advanced 3-I printers
that could work in zero
gravity and make many irems
that might need o be
replaced on the mission,

The astronauts  would
have various 3-D printers
and raw materials such as
plastics and metals that
could be used o make new
parts as needed. Perhaps the
3-D0 printers could even
make  computer  circuit
boards so that if a medule
failed, a new circuic board
could be made and used o
replace the defective one,
The software library on the
spaceship would have daa

for every part that could be
made by a 3-D printer. They
could also be linked to carth
such that engineers here
could upload the latest files
of how o create even new
equipment that the space-
ship did not have when it
started its mission.

Perhaps future 3-I print-
ers could also handle organic
matter, s that human body
parts, such as skin, could be
constructed to replace failing
or injured  human  parts.
Medicines and drugs to treat
illnesses or injuries might
also be generated using the
3-D printers with the proper
mix of raw materials.

Once  one can create
three-dimensional  objects
using a variety of raw materi-
als, there s almost no lHmit
to what can be donme o
replace  broken items or
create brand-new ones as
needed.

[ like to think thar 3-D
printing of objects today and
in the future can rrace its
history all the way back ro
the fifteenth century where
the whole idea of mechanical
printing became a wviable
reality and truly changed the
world as we know i, 3-DD

printing  continues  that
noble ek well into the
twenty-first  century  and
beyvond. [ think  that

Johannes Gurenberg would
be proud!

John  can  be  reached ar
jnhm 2645 @mytakeomtech net.

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

SAVVY SENIORS

With Social Security

Rains County Leader

Uncertainty,

Should You Claim Benefits Early?

Dréar Savwey Senior,

Itwrn 62 carly next vear and
plan o vetive soon after. Most
advice savs [
should wait to
claim  Social
Securiry
because  my
monthly ben-
efic will be
higher.  Bue
with all the
TECETLL TEEEL' S
about  Soecial
Security's financial problems,
' wondering if taking benefics
early might be the safer choice,
Is there ever a good reasm io
claim ar 627

— Ready o Retive

Diear Beady,

You're definitely not alone
in asking this.

The latest Social Security
Trustees Beport projects the
retitement trust fund could
be depleted around 2032 9
Congress doesn't ace. If that
happens, Social Security
would still collect payroll
taxes and pay benefits, but
retirees could face an across-
the-board cut of abour 22
percent.

Before you rush o file,
keep things in perspective.
Maost experts still expect
Congress to step in, as it has
before, w strengthen Social
Security, And even if law-
makers den't act, waiting
would stll produce a higher
monthly benefit because any
across-the-board benefic cut
would apply to everyone.
While claiming at 62 means
collecting benefits sooner, it
also permanently locks in oa
smaller check,

Thart said, there are several
situations  where  claiming
Social Security at 62 can
make good financial sense.

JIM MILLER
Sy Stk

How claiming age
affect your benefits
You can start Social Secu-

rity at 64, but doing so
E'H.‘r]'lﬂlﬁ el I‘l’ T'L"LJIIL'L"S 'In'l'll."'
monthly benefit by abour 30
percent compared with wait-
ing until full retirement age
(67 for those bom in 1960 or
later). Delaying uncol 70
i.]!lﬁTL'ilh'{':‘- '!H'I'II.]' |.'|L"]H.'f|| |:'|'||'
about 24 percent.

For example, a $2,000
[]1(}]i|]!||.'!|' benefic  ar full
retitement ape would drop to
about $1,400 ar 62, or rise 1o
roughly $2,480 i you  wail
until 0.

When claiming early
makes sense

For some retirees, claiming
ar &2 is a ]‘rr:t-.'l!i-c‘.:tl move. If
yvou've stopped working and
need income for basic
CHPETEeS, Sowial 5-'."'.:1|ri|'l.' can
provide a steady check right
away. It can also serve as a
bridge if vou retire early or
lose a job in your early 60s
while delaying withdrawals
ifl.'l]'lll r{'1i|.'l."|'||.L'['|[ Accounls or
A PEnSIon.

Some retirees also claim
ﬁLPEi.il :.'-T'L"l'."II.T”'!f l‘illl'!f' Ein
reduce  withdrawals  from
their IRA or 401ik) during
[]1:ir1{t“| I.]I.I'r’i-'t'”'.]]'['l.."-. Tl'll."
tradeoff 15 a permanently
reduced lifetime benefit.

For married |:111|E1]4:.-, ritn-
ing can be coordinated as
part of a broader strategy.
':j]il." :‘-[W?U.‘il." 'II.!'.I'F' l'_'l:l:i1l:l L‘ilrl'!r'
to bring in income while the
other delays o boost their
future or sutvivor benefir.

Health is another big
tactor. Delaying only pays off
if i live long etough o
collect those higher monthly
checks. The break-even
point berween claiming ar 62
and full retirement apge is

HOPKINS COUNTY HEALTH GROUP
Hopkins County Breast Cancer Support
Group August Meeting Announced

Sulphur Springs — The
Hopkins  County  Breast
Cancer Support  Group's
next meeting will be Mon-
day, August 10, Meetings are
held at 5:30 pam. in the
Medical Plaza, 113 Airport
Ral.

The guest speaker will be
JaLynn Allen, LCSW, who
will discuss the many forms
of grief that can accompany
a cancer diagnosis and sur-
vivorship. Her presentation
will explore how to navigate
tempotary losses and limita-
['ii'l'l'l.‘i.‘ :ll.j:l['ll, [N ]1l,"]'”'|:||'|.ﬂ,"]!|l
changes, and cope with the
lasting ripple effects that can
combime ]{'l]!lﬂ :l.’-tl.."]' CATCET

treatment ends.

The group invites women
who have or have had any
kind of cancer to atrend.
Friends and loved ones are
welcome to join. The group
meets on the second Mone-
day of each month and is
sponsored by the Hopkins
County Healeh Care Foune
dation.

The Foundation's annual
free mammography clinic
has opened for registration.
Uninsured Hopkins Counry
women age 40 or older may
call the Gillis Women's
Center ar 903-438-4325 1o
schedule, Office hours are
Monday  through  Friday,

arcund age T8 or 79,

If you're still working, be
careful here too. Before full
f{'li:TI."['l'lL"“l, dafe, l‘ill"l'li.]!iﬁ?\-
above  Social  Securiry’s
annual limir can remporarily
reduce  your  benefit, and
claiming early locks in that
lower amount for life.

Why delaying helps

For many retirees, waiting
means a larger guaranteed
monthly benefit for life and
often a higher lifetime payout
if you live into your late 70s
or beyond. It can also provide
.‘il“:l]ij:i."'r [1f(?[i“.'.1,i.l.ﬂ:'| :ij:il:i['l}il
outliving savings.

For couples, delaying the
higher eamet’s benefit can
increase the survivor benefit,
which may help provide more
financial security for a surviv-
ing spouse.

Before deciding, it's smart
to review your nuimbers. You
can create a free account at
S5 gow/myaccount to check
your earnings  record  and
estimate benefits at different
apes. Tools like OpenSocialSe-
curity.com or MaximizeMySo-
cialSecuritv.com {a paid tool
with a $49 fee) can also help
'I-'UU l:ﬂ]l'll.["ﬂ'rl‘ l:lili.l'll.l.”j: sfrate-
gles.

There's no one-size-fits-all
ANSWEL: Fur ISt [H‘“]"."Il‘l
waiting still makes the maost
sense, But if wou need
income, have health con-
cerns or are coordinating
benefics wich a spouse, claim-
ing at 62 may be the better
choice. The key is to base
vour decision on your own
I.:i.TL'lll'lI.?‘\-lﬁl'll.:l'.‘i — Tl [E‘}lT
about Social Securiry's future,

Zend your senicr questions to:
Savwy  Senior, PO, Box 3443,
Moman, OK 73070, or  wisic
Saveyieniororg, i Miller 5 a
contribures o the NBC Today show
and author of “The Savvy Senior®

I"'i H |k.

5:00 am to 4:00 pam If your
call is missed, please leave a
message, and someone will
get back with you.

The Hopkins County
Health Care Foundation is
an  IRS-designated 501
(c}3) nonprofic organization
dedicated to improving local
health care opportunities. [t
is poverned by a board of
directors who live and work
in Hopkins County. Follow
the Foundation on Facebook
and Instagram to keep up
with all offerings. To contact
the Foundation directly, call
903-4358-4799  or  email
J'Lch.:.{'u.auﬂ:jateun i chris-
[I{SJH!H [J].“'FH.

ADVERTISING WORKS 903-473-2653

Church
Directory

EN©RY

METHODISTCHURCH

We All Mafter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Taxas St
One Block from the Sguare
Sunday School 5:30 a.m.
Waorship Time 10:30 a.m

B03-473-2411 » EmaryMC org

MIRACLE FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 SH 276 + Emory

Sunday Schonl G:0W) 2m.
Warship Service 10204 2.m.
Wed. Night Yonth 540 pom.
Wed. Night Serviee  6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns IT
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship..11:00 a.m,
Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.
“Reaching Ot Becanse We Care™

Pastor Keith Prather
ww pilgriesresthaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of
Christ

Bille Classes PRIENIS

Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship foK pm
Wed. Eve. Service  7:00 pam

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www poinfchurchofchnst.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPEXDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

L1:00 a.m.
200 p.m.
FPastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
MW3-269-8737

Worship
Worship

Baptict Charnch
2 milles west of Hwy 198 on FM 514

Sunday School ... 10:00 am.
Muorning Wearship ... 11:00 a.m,
Evening Worship ... 6:00 p.m

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 & 903-253-0348

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michaal Ledasma

551 East FM 2795 @iy%

S03-4T3-5116 ?"_.;IITIS

S
Wisit stjohnemony.ong for
Mass times,

From Brookshires, go east
1.2 miles, Turn right onto
FM 2795

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

Sunday Schoal 9:45am
Morning Worship  11:00a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 pm.
Wednesday Night  7:00 p.m
nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219

W invite you to study God's
werrd with s soo.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. * O, Box 68
Emory, TX 75440
Q03-473-2658

Sunday Bible Classes 900 a.m.
Surday Marning Worship  10:00 a.m
Surday Evenimg Worship 6200 p.m.
Wed. Bible Stady 720} pm
emarycharchofchrist. org

FIRST
_ BAPTIST
# CHURCH

e Point, TX

A4S aum .o Sunday School
1100} a.m. ... Marning Worship
600 pom. ... Evening Worship
600 pom. .. Wednesday Service
Pastor Dan Wynn

903-598-3220

Wi fhopaint.com

Sunday

Sunday Morming

Small Groups 9:15am
Moming Worship 18:30am
Evening Warship 6:30 pm

MORY

@ EAPTIST IS

Dr. Richard D. Piles-FPastor

Chris Henderson=Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt- Minister of Youth & Education

On The Square
Comer OF North & Planters
Dewntewn Emnory

903-473-3357
emorybaptist.org

Wednesday
Wed. Worship &:30pm
(Adults, Youth, Children)

Choir Practice &:30pm

ra [

Baptist Churc

Sunday
Sunday Schoal ... %15 am.
MorningWarship ... 10:30 a.m,

Dr. Jason R

wiww, bboamony.org

Believers' €&=2

Jerad Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

h

Wednesday
Adult Bible Study ... 6:30 pm.
Student Ministry ...... 530 p.m.

olen - Pastor

903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Pastor Rudy
and CJ Bond

Clarks Chapel Church of God

Our Mission and Vision is to help connect people toJesus

Come warship with us
Bundays = 1045 am
Wednesdays - 7:00 pim

6345 FM-47 Point TX
http://clarkschapelcog.org/
{© hitp://www.facebook.com/clarkschapelcogemorytx
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PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIG/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIG/LEGAL
NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

473-2653

= CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
5:00 P.W, TUESDAY

ThE Rains County
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes  stare
will be open Saturdays
in August from 8 am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open  Maon.-Wed,, &
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- nean on Thurs.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our wide
selection of RV FParls
and Accessories. Hwy.
B3N in Emaory. 903-

473-8788.

RENT/
LEASE

Emory 3Self Storage,
Hwy. 695 410 E
Lenmon. Mow offering

CBHETRUCTI'UN

MCKEMZIE LAKE
WORKS. Bullding
boathouses and docks
since 2001, Steel'metal
bldgs., & home rarmaod-
eling. www.mcken
Zielakeworks.com, 903-
269-6173.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Has all your welding,
welding rapair and
lumber needs avail
able on site. Hwy,
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

DODSOM AND S0MS
Painting, drywall, car
pentry  and  more,
903-259-8541. For
plumbing needs call
scott Trieb 903-474-
4129,

G&G GRAVEL. Al
typeas af graval,
chipped asphalt, avail
able far spreading,
free astimates. Miller

Grove. Bret Garrett

LAWNLANDSCAFEMOWING

SMITH'S
LAWMN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hadge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates.
F03-521-8006, free

estimates.

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance,
sodding, landscaping,
trae trimming -4

removal, retaining
walls, irrigation sys-
tarms, LI Q019094

503-473-8706, 903-
474-2402.

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE.  www.TheWil-
sonLegacy,com 903-
455-1587. Insured,
credit cards, appoint-
ments., We specialize
in high risk removals.
Trimming, Remowals,
Stumps,

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards,
insured, LIOOT 3094,
903-473-B706, 903-
4744402,

HELP WANTED

Explore career oppor-
tunities at RAINS ISD.
WVisit www. rainsisd_arg
and click on Apply
MNow to wview current
opanings and submit
an online application.
Health insurance
available for eligible
full-time employees.
RAIMS ISD is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Visit us online:

PUBLIC NOTICE

Rains County Appraisal District
will be conducting a public
hearing on August 20, 2026, at
12:00 p.m., at 145 Doris Briggs
Pkwy., Emory Texas for the
2027-2028 Reappraisal Plan.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM

City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
office located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

MILLER GROVE WATER
SUPPLY CORP.

Miller Grove Water Supply Corp.

urges any prospective land

buyers to wverify with the
manager at our office located at

14966 FM 1567W in Miller

Grove or by calling 903-459-

3383 whether or not water

service is available to the

property in question.

climate-controlled 20 i available to the property in
inis 5837474 5150, 9032686910 rainscountyleader.com ouostion, property
SUDOKU LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION
SOLUTION

[B15[3[2[7[1]4]9]6 PUBLIC NOTICE
0[6]1]8]5/4]3]7]2] NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
71214]3[6]9]|5]1]8] BUYING PROPERTY IN
21119163 % 71415 OFFICE : 903-473-5150 THE VICINITY OF THE
314/6]5/9|7]2(81 109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emory SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY
51 7181114/219/613 FIRM NO: 10194233 CORP.

%%%% ;ﬂ g E_']'-i g_% Shirley Water Supply Corp.

Tsit www urges any prospective buyer to

(113 714121618(5(9 :IIIs;rtour ha;:m';:m; Ue?if'_n,r with the manager ;l the

L.L. Spencer Real Estate

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959

Don R. Spencer (owner/Broker)
903-473-2225

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

LLSpencerRealEstate.com

%

Over 20 Years' Experience
4450 FM 315, Emary,, TX T5440

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

DRIVEWAYS

HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS
AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

(903) 473-3899

Installer's License 1 & License 2

ﬂ

+ New Patients Welcome
' Lab on premises

* Relines

+ Soft-L
+ Repairs while you wait
* Oral Surgery

ned Dentures

+ Sedation
» General & Cosmatic Dentistry

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 1998
9011 Hwy. 33485, Suite A
Quinlan, TX 75474

office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
question.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

CITY OF EMORY WATER
SYSTEM

The City of Emory understands
that property is sometimes sold
with the representation that
water is available to the
property from the City of Emory
water system. Such is not
always the case, and the City of
Emory urges any prospective
buyer to verify with the City of
Emory at 399 North Texas
Street, or call 903-473-2465
that water is in fact available at
the particular tract in guestion.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SOUTH RAINS SUD
WATER SYSTEM

South Rains SUD understands
that property is sometimes sold
with the representation that
water is available to the property
from South Rains SUD water
system. Such is not always the
case, and the South Rains SUD
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with South Rains SUD at
121 N. Dunbar Lane, Emory,

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Emory 4B Emory Develop-
ment Corporation (EDC) will
conduct a public hearing to re-
ceive comments for the follow-
ing proposed project and ex-
penditure of funds:

*The EDC will receive com-
ments for proposed project in-
centives and the expenditure
of funds for Taco’s Al Patron
DBA Your Favorite Place
project, to promote new or ex-
isting business development.
Proposed project incentives
and the expenditure of funds
may be used for building im-
provements interior and exte-
rior, including but not limited
to facade upgrade, signage,
electrical, window, door, and
landscape improvements and

E,r priunte Texas, or cafll 903-473-2122 that other expenses related to the
Plum individua water is in fact available at the same. The total of all project
Qg,. : 6}6 « New Construction particular tract in question. incentives and the expendi-
/ N ‘9 ‘R . ture of funds not to exceed
s o epairs $7.000.00.
' !  Remodel The EDC will hold the public
Lo PUBLIC NOTICE hearings in which all interested
) Jonathan Christian NOTICE TO ALL persons shall have the right to
@rvice PERSONS be heard regarding such pro-
rwr 30se7  903-913-0063 BUYING PROPERTY IN | | posed project incentives and
jonathanchristian76@gmail.com THEA"Q.FI.II}ELEEJPE expenditure of funds. The pub-
i WATER SYSTEM lic hearing was held at the City
Hedfe The City of East Tawakoni of Emory/EDG  Conference
Y ads@rainscountyleader.com understands that property s Room, 399 N. Texas St., Emory,
Monthly Business Directories: sometimes sold  with ~ the Texas, 75440 on Wednesday,
+ Health & Beauty representation that water is August 5, 2026, at 11:30 a.m.
, available to the property from b
* Gonstruction the City of East Tawakoni water - e A .
FOREIGN » Service & Repair system. Such is ”8‘ always the Emow Development Corpora-
» Food case, and the City of Easl ion
TRANS M ISSION » Agriculture Tawakoni urges any prospective
Remember us for all your transmission needs: “Et buyer to verify with the City of
Overhauls = Clutches » Sealed Jobs - Filter & Fluid Changes C. East Tawakoni at 288 Briggs
" i ] ™ S| j ' Blvd., East Tawakoni, Texas, or 2
BN 201 i, Qi 03-356-4900  on 1. 10530 (R0 QOur Business ﬁ:recf{;;’resd call §03-447-2444 that water is Dont :;u:f:.;r::;r ptl!::ni.
fun once a montn each an in fact available at the particular
are less expensive than our tract in question.
P weekly ads.
PARTs ¢~ PLUS
it N et

LEGAL NOTICE:

This Texas Lottery scratch ticket game will close on August
7, 2026. You have until February 3, 2027, to redeem any
tickets for this game: #2723 Lucky s Tripler ($5) overall
adds are 1in 4.26. These Texas Lottery scratch ticket
games will close on September 2, 2026. You hawve until
March 1, 2027, to redeem any tickets for these games:
#2637 $50, $100 OR 500! ($10} overall odds are 1 in
9.43 #2609 $100, $200, $500 OR $1,000! ($20) overall
odds are 1 in 9.49. These Texas Lottery scratch ticket
garmes will close on September 16, 2026. You have until
March 15, 2027, to redeem any tickets for these games:
#2622 Lucky No. 7 ($2) overall odds are 1in 4,33, #2656
Crazy 8s ($2) overall odds are 1 in 3.93, #2683 Emerald
75 (35) overall odds are 1in 4.23, #2720 Chameleon
Cash ($5) overall odds are 1in 418, #2705 Lucky Match
(310) overall odds are 1 in 3.62, #2685 Diamond 7s ($20)
overall odds are 1 in 3.51, #2589 500X ($50) overall odds
are 1in 3.36. Texaslottery.com is the official source for
all pertinent game information. Game closing procedures
may be initiated for documented business reasons. These

595 W. Lennon Dr.

Emory, Texas 75440 o

* ] I 14
E: i :" 2 903-473-2950 v '

903-473-3657 | | without letting the
Rains County Leader

know!

In order to save time and
money, inform the Leader of

BUYIT!
SELLIT!
FIND IT!

YOUP NHew adress fOr | | aresms tmepiesincaimed repong onpries

SHDSfriptiO" dﬂfwer}f all top prl'izes. have been claimed. During closing, games

| may be sold even after all top prizes have been

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS! as soon as possfb[e by Claimed Mu!s,t:he 18 nrf::ulder ltlcl tpuprcﬁase a t?cket. Euw

For information, call 903-473-2653 RESPONSIBLY. For help with a gambling problem,

necpgambling.org. © 2026 Texas Department of Licensing
and Regulation.

calling 903-473-2653!
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RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Lady Cats dig deep
preparing for new season

Sports

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Torri Forbes dives in frant of Lady Cat Audra Kleinmeier to dig the smash
attempt during practice in Talkington Gym on Tuesday, August 4. The Lady Cats will
scrimmage in Minecla on Saturday with their first game of the season scheduled for
Tuesday, August 11, against the Seurry-Rosser Lady Cats at Rains High School.

50 years ago this week

Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives

Thursday, August 5, 1976

The New Rainette
Director

Mrs. Judy Hammond was
L'['|1i‘[~'l'!."."|-..| |."1f the Rains
School Board. She will teach
high school English and
direct the Rainettes, the drill
team. She holds a degree
from the University of Guam,
and recently was in Tulsa,

{)H:L m:.‘]:-:'-u|. :‘:-|H‘ :|t'u| ]‘11:1
husband and two children
have moved to the Katy
Addirion.

Her husband is working
on his docror” degree ar East
Texas State Un;ivrr.a'it'!,', and
also one of the assistant
instructors.

Woman Drives Car
Off Two-Mile Bridge

WEST TAWAKONI—
Tl'll..," q.]r'i"u't'l.' I'|F d Car 1,h:||_
plummeted off the Two Mile
Bridge on SH 33 here about
1:40 am, Friday escaped
without serious injury though
the car settled in warter 30 to
40 feet deep,

P:llli:l N'i.'llj!h
West Tawakoni was driving
west on the bridee and
:ll:"'i:l||.| 1!"- center .Ill.‘1'|
conttol of the vehicle which
scraped along the south
railing for about feet
before plunging the
Walet, ll|}‘.i|:l'l'>. said.

YVaughn Booth of Dallas
was driving ahead of the

'il'll.'

50
mro

Adair of

Adair car and upon hearing
the crash, stopped to render
aid. He dove into the water
and assisted Miss Adair who
had escaped unassisted from
her 1971 vehicle to reach the
surface of the water, investi-
gating officers reported.

They said Kyle Richard-
son of 1".3':.-"|‘1'l:\.]‘~l.‘t’ilu.: Oaks in
East Tawakoni came upon
the scene and also dove into
the water to help rescue the
WO,

Miss Aduir was taken o
the emergency toom of Citi-
zens General Hospital in
Greenville for examination
and treatment.

The car was finally lifred
from its watery bed Friday
afternoon.

Rains Immunization
Clinic

The Rains [SD announced
today that all parents are
utged o bring their children
who will be attending school
this year to have their immu-
t'l[::l.'lil“'l Hl'l'i'l1." .:||'Ix] |.'|l.H|:‘-|:L"|'
shots brought up to date at
the clinic being held in the
school's homemaking depr,
on Monday, August 9, from

00 to T:00 pom. Registra-
tions will be in the jutiior
high hallway.

Coach Ronald Mays urges
all students patticipating in
athletic programs to be at the

high school gymnasium on
Thursday, August 5, at 10:00
a1, a5 1_|"|l."'|'l.' "-"-"i“ .l'll," i
medical doctor at the school
to perform physical examina-
[:il.:l['l‘i L il[] li|,|.|i.]i.'|'ll,‘i H :I’1"T
some reason you cannot be at
the school on that particular
date, you can get your
[‘l|1':.':~'l-_".1| at  the school’s
monthly health clinic on
Monday, August 9, from 3 o
7 p.m. Physical forms can be
obtained from the business
1'|'[ﬁ|._‘1.'.

Twirlers Attend Tops
in Twirling

The Twitlers of the Rains
Wildcar Band for the 1976-
T7 season recently attended
a S-day clinic at the "Tops in
Twirling Camp" at Kilgore
College.  Rains  Twirlers
artended classes in dance
routines, ensemble twirling,
dance-twirl routines, UIL
fundamentals, military car-
ries, and strutting routines.

The Wildcat Twirlers for
the 1976-T7 season  are
Teresa Cason, Lisa Renshaw,
Anita Wilson and Sandy
Wilsomtr. Teresa Cason, Lisa
Benshaw and Anita Wilson
were first-line performers in
'il."]{";.'l{.‘n.l. x].-i'l'llL'L" (%Y |.|'| '|'I|.]'||.'I]"'I.'|.'."
and Lisa Renshaw was recog-
nized as Questanding Per-
former in a rwirl
number.

x]i'lHL'l."

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF
SERVICE T0 RAINS COUNTY

ouaLiT

.‘.?ﬂ.? -

¥ WEWK HIJ'HEST SE.H'WEE

H[HI_J" To LAST.

7 3-0]35

Thanks to old, currenf and future customers

LUKE CLAYTON

Rains County Licader

Looking Back

I remember warching the
classic movie "Home
the Hill," starring Robert
Mitchum when 1 was a kid.
The movie,
filmed A
short  dis-
tance from
my home in
Bed River
County,
wis
the big rea-
SOM1E I
became hooked on hunting
hogs early in life. As a
youngster, 1 dreamed of one
d,q‘ ]1:11111]_' the apportunity
to hunt big, mean wild boar.
I can still the
monster wild boar charging
in the movie and the shot
from the young man's lever
action 3030 thar killed it
F‘.:Ii’l':,' in my writing career, I
was invited o hunt the same
ranch that the movie was
filmed on. I actually killed =
good-sized boar in the bot-

{Ii T

o of
L!chr.- Claytan

remember

toms where the movie was
filmed. What a  chrill!
Through the years, T have
had the opportunity to hune
with a preat
experienced hog hunters;
I've also spent a lot of time
in the woods hunting alone.
I've guided hunts for hogs on
bhoth range and ['ve
never been seriously injured
in the hog woods. Oh, I've
had a few minor scrapes and
bruises, usually from running
away from what | perceived
ar the

l‘rL'I.'

moment to be @

dangerous  situation, but
never anything serious. 1 do
recall several hunts  that

stand out in my mind mostly
in comic relief rather than as
dangerous situations. One
invalved a big alligator and a
125-pound boar. Ler me rell
yo about it!

Back in the eiphties, I
used to spend a lor of time
|m|1ti|1g a tanch up in ]:n;k
‘._‘.‘1'!1I]i|,‘,.'. [ wrote about the
hunts in magazine and news-
paper articles and the ranch
owner, who became a preat
friend, pretty much gave me
free reign to hunt his place. |
had pained his trust and he
knew I would never abuse
the privilege. Ed had several
big alligators in one of the
poneds on the place. He also
had an excellent tree stand
overlooking a corn feeder
about eighty yards below the
poned dam. While driving the
property with Ed before this
]'-arlirulnr hunt, Ed
carrying a bucket of trim-
mings from butchering in the
back of his truck. “Luke, ['ve
Ol o [wl ] whank you By See.
We will use these timmings

WAk

number  of

(£ _L'||.'[ |:'I,:I1'|.'| up i'||1.‘-|.,‘.1I VS F,-J.
bouneed along the
ranch road well back into
the ranch. T was wondering
just what kind of cat or other
predator my  buddy
about to introduce me to.
We pulled up to the stand
where T was to hunt later
that afternoon and then up
to the top of the pond dam.
Ed backed wp to about 25
feer from water’s edge and
utiloaded the contents of the
five-gallon bucket, he also
“splashed” a  couple of
chunks of meat out into the
watet. | watched a BIG wake
moving at a fast clip, heading
across the pond and then |
and
that

a5 We

Was

made out a wide head
long  body  trailing

appeated to be at  least
twelve feet long. It was a
gator! This was Ed's '|'u,1, that
he Hﬁ<i11lkk:| ({4 ] ~|1||1.1. inel Tlu
big reptile pulped down the
chunk of meat that was in
the water as easily as you or
[ would fork a fried 4]\1':111]'*
off the plate and then, as
quick as a flash, it rushed up
on the bank, grabbed a 20
pound  mouthful and  dove
back into the water. |
remember asking BEd if the
gator stayved in the water or
u.'-..tu|d expect to see it ;lrﬂu:ml
my stand. [ was assured that
it never ventured far from its
sWimming hole, We filled a
few feeders around the ranch
and then Ed dropped me off
at the "Gator Stand.” |
remember 1 had just potten
my TC Contender pistol in
T30 Waters and had i
shooting  half  dollar
groups at 100 yards. | was

size

impressed with my new pistol
and was ready to put it to
work on a wild hog. About
thirty mitutes before dark, |
spotted a dark colored little
boar working his way along
the edee of the dam abour 80
yards up the hill. When he
ol bO the sprot where Ed
threw the “trimmings” on
the ground, he stopped and
bepan sniffing. | remember
ke was standing broadside on
a long, flat rock that sloped
into the water. I rested the
barrel of the pi:atnl On A
hmni'h, centered the 5:1'-:1&".5
crosshairs on the frone shoul-
der of the boar, just a lictle
below the centerline of his
]Hn_l':.' and, nudped the lrip-
ger, The boar hit the deck
and [ knew the shot was a
good one. There was one big
problem  though, he
about ten feet from water's
edge and he began kicking.
TJhi]'lk!-‘ Eir []!n.," ;wl.l.:-|:1i,‘ l.!lf- I_E'l.l.,‘
rock he was laving on, he was
s in the still

Was

water,

kicking. M':,' mind was more
o pations than ]u.tlu.l; at this
point. [ remember a couple
hours earlier when Ed sum-

monsed the big pator by
chunking meat into  the
water. | watched the hog

disappear under the water;
bubbles coming up
about six feet out in the
pond. Back then I was all
about the pork. T loved to
batbecue and 1 was thinking
pork chops! 1 wanted this fat
little boar in my cooler!
What to do? [ found a stick
and  began the
bottom of the |1u:1d in iu.tlu:.a
of somehow dragping the hog
to shore. This  obviously
didn’t work but I did “feel”
him lying on bottom in the
four feet deep water. I'm not
sure if [ would do this today
but chances are preety good
that Tu'nl_i];], [ still lowe those
wild pork chops! It
August and it was hot. |
stripped  off,  placed  my
clothes on the rock and tp
toed into the water, bare-
foot.  The gator  never
showed, 1 watched the still
wakers ;']n.xu:[j.' but no :-tj_:]'. of
a pator. Here | was barefoot
and in my birthday suir,
sliding my feel along bottom
in the same manner a wade
fisherman on the coast slides
alomg o spook  stingrays
rather than step on them. |
will never, forpet the
first part of that boar’s
anatomy that my feet con-
tacted first! He was not a g
iu}g but he
good size choppers. My big
toe landed right on top of
one of his cutters! You know

WEre

dredging

Wis

CVer

did have some

what my subconscious was
telling me: GATOR...
TEETH. get out of there,
pronte! Well, T did flounder
back up ouk of the water and
onto the rock. The story
ended well. After a moment
o gain my composure, |
waded back out,
the hog with my feet and
reached down and, grabbing
him by the snout, l1|i]||:d him
up ok the rock. As an old
friend of mine wsed to say,
“Anything can and usually
does happen in the preat

again found

catdoors!”

Listen to Luke's weekly
radio show/podeast “Catfish
Radio with Luke Clayton
Friends" just about
everywhere podcasts  are
found. Email Luke through
his website, www.catfishra-

il1'|i_]

div.com.
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