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TEXAS GAME WARDENS

Game wardens rescue angler after 3 hours in Lake Tawakoni

By TREY HILL
Rains County Leader staff

Two Texas Game Wardens — Dewayne No-
ble, starioned in Rains County, and Josh Bonney,
stationed i Hunt County — rescued an angler
Friday who spent more than three hours in the
water after his boat struck a submerged tree dur-
ing Media Bass Fishing Championship Tour, a
bass fishing rournament on Lake Tawakoni.

Game wardens received a call shortly before
7:15 a.m. Saturday, July 25, reporting a missing
boater on the lake, according ro a statement
from Texas Game Wardens. The man, Steven
Orro, had just left the dock and was competing
in a media bass tournament when he artempred
to navigate a cut through a heavily wooded, sub-
merged area in the middle of the lake, Nable

said.

*There is a large area in the middle of the lake
that is filled with submerged trees,” Noble said.
“There are several cuts through the trees, and
the man was attempting to transit one of them
when he struck a submerged tree and was thrown
from his boat. The man was able to call 911 using
his Apple Watch, which started the emergency
response.”

Search crews looked for the man for several
hours in rough conditions, with waves reaching
3 to 4 feet, before Bonney spotted Otto in the
water through binoculars. The pair quickly
pulled him from the water to safety, Noble said.

When he was found, Otto was between three-
quarters of a mile to a mile from where his boat

see RESCUE on page 2

Texas Game Wardens pluck an angler from the waters of Lake
Tawakeni Saturday morning. The man had been stranded in the water

for three hours befare the game wardens spotted and rescued him.
Photo from Texas Game Warden Facebook page
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Light, Green Light

Leader phat by TREY HILL

Construction is underway on the traffic signal at the intersection of Hwy. 19 and Quitman 5t. Morth Texas Traffic System Construction,
LTD out of Bonham, is in charge of the electrical portion of the project and estimates approximately a month for completion. When
completed the signal light will be synchronized with the light at the intersection of Hwy, 69 and Hwy, 19 to help relieve traffic

congestion through Emary.

EAST TAWAKONMI

Council updated on park grant, appoints EDC members

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Tawakoni EDC  President

Regina playground padding, shade canopy,

The East Tawakoni City Council
held a regular meeting on Tuesday, July
21, to hear an update on a grant appli-
cation for the city park and appoint
members to the East Tawakoni Eco-
nomic  Development  Corporation
(EDC).

During the meeting, the East

Chandler updated the council on the
progress of an application for a grant
from the Texas Parks & Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD) to renovate the city
park.

Chandler stated that the engineering
firm hired for the project estimated the
cost for the renovations at $253,075.
The costs for the 2027 project include
a new restroom, toddler playground,

pickleball court and improved parking.

The council was informed that the
grant from TPWD was $100,000 with
the city providing a matching $ 100,000
for a total of $200,000. The EDC had
secured the city’s portion of the grant
through fundraisers and events.

The EDC needed local businesses to

see EAST TAWAKONI o page 2

POINT
Council considers

selling property,
pursuing grants

By CHUCK FITTS
Raing County Leader staff

The Point City Council considered
options for selling city property, looked
into grants and asked for volunteers
during the regular meeting on Thurs-
day, July 23.

During the meeting, the council
heard from a real estate agent on the
possibilities of listing the old city hall
building at 365 Locust Street and the
barn on Avenue C for sale. They were
presented with options to sell the prop-
erties to raise money for the city.

The current occupant of the old city
hall stated that they were interested in
purchasing the building. Council stated
that the research would have to be
completed to determine fair market
value for the properties before they
could be sold.

Mavor Angela Nelson stated that the
item was just for informational purposes
in order that council members could be
considering options. No action was
taken.

Colton Burns of 3C Auction Com-
pany spoke to the city concerning his
standard contract for selling property
through his auction company. He
stated that he had been performing the
service for the city for many years and
the contract was the same as before
with him collecting a 10 percent com-
mission from the buyer on each item
sold.

Council members approved a con-
tract for Burns to sell excess vehicles
owned by the city with exceptions for
two police cruisers.

The council heard from a representa-
tive from Traylor and Associates Grant

see POINT on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

New Elementary Principal Jennifer Dracos
has 27 years of education experience

By JUDY KRAMER
Rains Cownty Leader contributor

School will begin on Tuesday,
August 4, and Rains Elementary
School is busy with registrations
and informarion sessions for teach-
ers returning to work. Jennifer Dra-
cos is the new elementary principal
who comes to Rains ISD from
Greenville where she was a princi-
pal for four years. Her husband,
Tom, is a coach at Rains High
School, and he and their youngest
daughter were in the school district
last year. Dracos said that they
loved it there and she applied for a
position so the family could be to-
gether. The new principal has 27

years' experience in education in-
cluding 15 years as a principal.

“l always wanted to be an educa-
tor and as a child I lined up my dolls
to practice teaching them,” said
Dracos. “The thing about elemen-
tary school is each day is a new day
with the previous day wiped. | have
loved all levels of teaching and like
hearing about former students’
weddings, graduations, and more.”

She said she first accepted a
teaching position at Rains 1SD, but
when the principal's job opened up,
she accepted it.  Earlier in her
teaching career, she didn't want to
pursue a principal’s position. How-
ever, a friend told her to imagine
the impact she could have on many

more students, and she decided to
pursue it.

Blue Bonnet instructional mate-
rials for Math and Reading were in-
traduced last year and this year the
school will refine it and make sure
all students are reached so they can
grow to their maximum p{}rcntiu].
The school has students from PreK
Headstart through second grade,
giving the principal and teachers
the apportunity to build a good ed-
ucational foundation.

Diracos started her teaching ca-
reer in Farmersville in a pull-out
kindergarten intervention program
to bring up the children to grade

see SPOTLIGHT on page 3

Jennifer Dracos and family
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.m., 0pen meetings

Emaory Methadist Church
Fellowship Hall. Farinfo call 203.
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m.,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
N. Houstan 5t., Bdgewood, 903-
8947270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
dth Man,, 3:15 pm, 215 N,
Duffy 5t., Emory, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Saturday
T:00-10-00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE - Mon_, 7:00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EAST TAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - =very
Wednesday, 9:00 am., 255
Oakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 1st and
3rd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charros in Emory. Call for
information $03-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri.,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
FM 514, Emory, 703-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs.,
1:00 p.m., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
st Thurs., 11:30 a.m., wiw:
lakacountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - 2nd Tues., 1-3
pom. 9483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnshora Gun Club, Winnshom
TX. Sue Parrish

S03-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 6:30 p.m.
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs., 6:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Mon,,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
15t Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Centar, 903-269-
2446

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of 2ach month
9:00 a.m.

Emaory Yolunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB -

15t Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Likrary, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon., £:00 p.m.,
Jan,, Mar,, May, July, Sep., Now,,
Emaory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - 4th Mon,, 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
apen 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
- July 31 & Oct. 30, &:30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a,m.-noomn,
203-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN NEED, INC. -
& Battered Women's Shelter
Call 903-455-4612 ar
03-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m.,
East Tawakani City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues,, 7:00 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues,, 6:45 p.m,,
Painit ity Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every manth,
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dth Thurs., 10:00 2.m.
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 15D SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m,,

Philip Alexander Board Raom
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

3rd Monday, &:30 p.m,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon., Tues, and Thurs,, B:00 a.m. -
5200 prm, 110 E- North 5t
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 903-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Qpean Mon-Fri, 7 am-4 pm,
903-473-5099 or 5008

| NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains Counrty Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday in
the building behind the pub-
lic library on Hwy. 69 in
Emory. Hours for Mon.-¥Wed.
are 800 am.-4:00 pom.,
closed noon-1:00 p.m. Hours
for Thursday are 8:00 a.m.-
noon.  Thrift sales will be
open  every Saturday
August from 8:00 a.m.-noon.
Funds go to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

St. John
rummage sale

St John Catholic Church-
Emory (551 E FM 2795) s
preparing for their annual
rummage sale to be held July
0-August 1. They will be
accepting donations of gently
used clothing, housewares,
small  kitchen appliances,
books, toys, baby items, etc.,
July 16-24, (Mon., Wed., Fri.,
9:00 am.-1:00 pm., Tues.
and Thurs., 4:00 -7:00 p.n.)
Mo furniture, large appli-
ances, TWs or printers.

Elm Cemetery
Memorial Day

The Elm Cemetery bMemo-
rial Dy service will be held
on Sunday, August 2, at
10:00 am. There will be a
business meeting and lunch
will follow. Bring a covered

dish.
Loss of Spouse
Seminar Aug. 5

A 2-hour Loss of Spouse
seminar will bhe held on
Wednesday, August 5, at
Wilson-Orwosky  Funeral
Home, The seminar is for
people prieving a spouse’s
death and fearures a video
with practical, encouraging
advice from counselors, pas-
tows, and widowed men and
women, followed by a small-

group sharing time. For more
informarion, call Renee or
Jordan ar Wilson-Orwosky
Funeral home ar 903- 473-
3545, or email wilsenor-
wiskyE familyfh.com.

Rains Co. Fair
pageant applications

Bains County Fair Pageant
applications may be down-
loaded  from  the Rains
County  Fair Website  at
wiwar. hteps: /frainscountyfair.
com/pageants/  Deadline o
enter is August 7.

Point Ladies Civic
Club Ice Cream
Social Aug. 8

The community is invited
te  enjoy  all-you-can-eat
|:1le'|'|.1.%11'.‘|¢|13 ice cream on
Saturday, August 8, at 7:00
pam. at the Point Commu-
nity Center. Donations for
the Point Ladies Civie Club
will be accepted. There will
be raffle prizes, a cake walk
for children, and fun for the
whale family,

Reserved season
football tickets on
sale now

Reserved season tickets
for the upcoming 2026 Wild-
cat Football Season are now
om sale in the admindstration
office for (2025 reserved
season ticker holders. Season
tickets may only be renewed
in person at the administra-
tion office from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., Monday through
Thursday. Please purchase
your tickers by Thursday,
Aug. 20, Reserved season
tickets not renewed by the
deadline will become avail-
able for purchase by the
general public  beginning
Monday, August 24, Season
tickets are 540 per seat. For
more  information  please
contact RISD Administra-
tion office at 903-473.2222
ext, 4117,

| THE PUBLI

C FORUM

Good Samaritans

Dear Editor

I was driving along Col-
lege Street and saw some
items left under a tree for
passersby  to take  away.
There was a mirror that [
knew would sell ar Good
Samaritans in a heartbear. 1
stopped, got out and walked
over to get it bur found 1
could not lift it! A pickup
had stopped behind me and
| w:llkfj OVeEr To '.'||\Uji.l_~,:i:c for
delaying him. 1 told him my
dilemma and he said, “Well
maybe | can” He walked
over and easily lifred it and
put i my back seat, [ asked
arid he told my his name was
Brandon.

Early Saturday morming |
was at Good Samaritans at
8:00 am. T made my way to
the furniture section to find

that David Traylor was the
only volunteer working back
there checking our pur-
chasers. There were 8 o1
more people lined up with
merchandise in hand so |
looked arcund for someone
else, T spied Sherff Michael
Hopkins and he gladly went
i.'||.|.'|I Utl.l‘:lil.l.JL"{] ||:|.L" I'I'lir]'i'l] ilt'I.I.J
brought it in to put with
similar 1tems. Yolunteer Jeri
Humphries put a price on it

Se, two pood Samaritans
did their part in helpimg THE
OO0OD SAMARITANS of
Rains County. Do your part
ton and volunteer, donate,
or purchase something there.
The Good Samaritans are a
boon to Rains County!

Audnette Largent
Emory, Tx 75440

Visit us on the web:
www.rainscountyleader.com
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The Hidden Danger of
Investing Too Cautiously

One  significant  risk
investors face isn't losing
money in a market dip; it's
failing o
reach  their
long-term
financial
poals. Many
people focus
on avoiding

BRANDOM ROBERTS .
Edduward keniy shotrt-term
Fimancial Advizs losses  and
inwvest oo

L'L1[1?~L"T\|';1:i1|'|."[‘|'| 'n'ﬁ'l:'l.:il.'l:'l. LTl
limit growth over time and
may impact your retirement
security.

A thoughtful approach
starts  with understanding
three things: how much risk
yvou're comfortable taking,
how much risk you can
afford based on your finan-
cial situation and time hor-
zon, and how much growth
'!.'Ull |'|.|.."'.."I.._‘| [ 4] fi':-ll'.'.]ﬁ '!|'I.H.:|T ;-_El.'l.il:"i.

You'lll want to find the
balance between your lewvel

of risk and long-term goals.
FrpTl.'ill.]iﬂ}_': '!|'I.H.:|T i['l."u'{'i‘-l'l'l.'li."l'l[:i
across a diverse set of invest-
ment and asser types can
I:'ll."l.l‘.' '|'|.'I.;i'|'|i|!-_"l‘ |'||.il:|'bﬂ.'|, '||[1.‘i ;|r1|.]
downs while still pursuing
growth, though it doesn't
!-_'l.].-i'l'ill'l.l{‘{' ]'-:H'-ﬁt.-i 0T ]"“H,{'i.:l
against losses,

Investing well isn't about
avoiding  risk. It's  about
taking a balanced approach
that merges your level of
|.:|1r:|1fnr|, 'r\-'ill:'l. l]H.‘ {lllllll‘
you're working toward,

Inwestors showld wunderstand
the risks fvolved with ouning
mvestments, including mterest
vate risk, credit visk and market
risk. The value of investments
fluctuates and muvestors can
lose some or all of their pringi-
pa!.

This content was provided by
Edward Jomes for use by Brandon
H.I\II\.'T“'\-. '|\.\||r 1‘:.":‘.‘:“\.:. I.'ll-\.'.‘- |'|||-|'.'|I'|:'II
advisor in Emory at 9034731592,

RESCUE

Continued from page 1
was found, according to
Nahle.

Oreto was wearing a life
jacket and had actdvated his
boar's  emerpency  engine
cutoff switch, both of which
game wardens credited with
helping save his life.

Thankfully, the man was
wearing both a life jacket
il]:l'i.] ]]i.?- |:1li'l'ai|1h L'I1|.{‘l'j:{‘t1l_"5.'
engime cut-off switch,” Texas
Game Wardens said in the
starement. “Alter spending
more than three hours in the
water, those two pieces of
safery  equipment  helped
save his life.”

Several local agencies
assisted in the search and
rescue offort, including the

Tawakoni Volunteer Fire
Department,  the  Wes
Tawakoni Palice Depart-
ment Drone Unit, the
Tawakoni South Volunteer
Fire Department, Air Evac
67, Flight For Life, the Hunt
County  Sheriff's  Office
Drone Team and the Emory

Fire Department Drone
Team.
Texas Game Wardens

urged boaters o take basic
safery precautions on the
waker,

“Always wear a life jacket
il[I.I.J s '!|'|.||.IT ‘.'1]]_:it1L' 'i:'ll.'l'l.lrjl
switch,” the agency said.
“They only work if you use
them.”

POINT

Continued from page 1

Management on aprions for
securing grants to help the
city's  infrastructure.  The
company has been in Texas
for 52 years and works on a
variety of grants,

The representative stated
that mast granes would allow
the city to submit financial
forms instead of an audit and
most grants would require a
two percent match. The item
was tabled until all council
members were present to
continue discussion on grant
Cptions.

Melson stated that the city
was prepared o award a
contract from bids for mow-
ing of city properties, but
there was no money to pay
for the contract. The council
awarded no contracts and
asked for volunteers to mow
the city properties at this

rimie.

Afrer verifying that it is
legal to do so by the ciy's
legal council, the council
approved a motion to pay
half of the salaries of the
finance manager and interim
city secretary from the water
department. The other half
of the specific employees
salaries would be from the
general budger,

Council members agreed
to set Aupust 12 as the next
date to hold a budger work-
SI'I'UI\.

Becky Decker and Dou-
glas House were not present
for the regular meeting.

The next regular meeting
of the Point City Council s
scheduled  for  Thursday,
Aupust 13, at 500 pan. in
the council chambers of
Poin f.:il'j. Hall.

EAST TAWAKONI

Continued from page 1

provide in-kind donations of
553,000 to improve the city's
chances of securing the grant
by showing that all funding
for the project was secured.
Several atrendees and coun-
cil members provided input
and suggestions for busi-
nesses o get the donarions
from.

The council unanimously
approved a motion o have
Chandler  talk  with  the
individuals about the dona-
STRIVER

The ity council unani-
mously approved a motion to
appoint Robbie Reed tw an
empty seat on the EDC
board and the re-appoint-
ment of Terri Rose, John
Disch and Chandler to the
EDC board,

I his comments, Mayo
Harold Chandler stated that

remodeling of an existing
building for a municipal
building.

Chandler said thar the
pier in the cty park was
inspected and has been con-
demned. The city will be

locking  mro having 1t
repaired.

Chandler announced the
upcoming annual burnout of
the warer system will have
the water smelling and tast-
ing like chlorine, but the
water will be safe o drink.
He noted the additien of
four donated benches to the
city park,

Council members Chuck
Moore and Rose were not
present for the regular meer-
ing.

The next regular meeting
of the East Tawakoni Ciry
Couneil is scheduled for

{Publication Mumbar USPS 454-560] ! ;
Tuesday, August 18, ar 7:00

p.m. in the council chambers

of East Tawakoni City Hall.

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is te complete the endire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
nurnber can only be used once in each row, anca in each column, and once in
each of the 33 boxes. Visd www sudekuofthaday.com for further tips and help
about how to play - and good luck!
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the council had the Flﬂm for
a new municipal building
and a separare plan for
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CITY GIRL

Lieutenant David got a magic knee!

Bv Linda Brendle

O of my favorite scenes
from the movie Forrest
Gump happens when Forrest
sees his fiend Dan Tayler,
who lost both legs in Viet-
nam, walk-
Mg ACTOSs
his lawn to
atrend  his
wedding.
Forrest puts
his hands on
his hips and,
with a look
of  amaze-
ment on his
face, he says,
“Lieutenant Dan got magic
laigs!™ I'm too tired to stand
on the porch with my hands
on my hips, and David is
lying on the couch anyway,
but | am totally amazed that
in less than rwelve hours,
Dravid has a magic knee.

Today, July 27, has been a
day of magic. It began when
the alarm went off at 5:00
am. David ook his shower
following instructions he was
given at the seminar we
attended last week and using
the special antisepric soap, a
clean towel, and a clean
wash cloth, I took a plain old
everyday shower and then
checked to be sure 1 had
gathered  everything  we
might need for a day ar the
hospital.

The magic began when
Robert, our friend and
volunteer chauffeur for the
day, arrived at &:43 on the
dot. He mnegotiated the
traffic, keeping the conversa-
tion lively and our minds off
David's upcoming surgery,
and delivered us to the Main
Entrance of Christus hospital
in Tyler at 8:00 a.m. — again,
on the dot. He went to park
the car and came back with
Duffey, the BBC worship and
media minister, who had
pulled inte the parking
garage at the same time he
did. The two of them pro-
vided more entertaining
conversation  while  we
waited to be called back to
pre-op, and Duffey prayed

LINDA BRENDLE
s ﬂ:}:-ul.l.-ul

Favorite Breakfast Foods

over us before he left — twice
for pood measure,

When David had the
requisite number of tubes
and wires attached to various
parts of his body, they told
me it was time for me to
leave and that T would
receive texts informing me of
the status of the surpery.
Robert was waiting patiently
in the sursery waiting area,
quietly reading his Bible.
told him [ needed a pick-me-
up and, even though he had

heady breakfasted on an
apple and an orange soda
from the gift shop, he accom-
panied me to the next
building to the café David
and 1 had visited after our
two-hour preparatory semi-
nar. The café had a soda
machine that had the ice
Roberr had wished for with
his orange soda, so0 he
purchased a large soda with
LOTS of ice. I sertled for an
epp salad  sandwich  and
lemonade,

About the rime I finished
my sandwich, | received a
text saying the procedure
had started. We walked back
to the surpery waiting area,
keeping up a lively conversa-
tion that may have drifted
into a lictle possip now and
then. I need to repent of
that, but it did keep me from
wandering into the “whar ifs"
and getting all weepy. Dur-
ing lulls in the conversation,
I read and responded o
multiple texts from blood
family, church family, and
friends offering prayers and
encouraging words and ask-
ing for updates. In what
seemed  like no time |
received a message that the
surgeon was finishing and
would be out shortly with an
update. And he was. Every-
thing had pone well and
Dravid was doing fine.

Robert and 1 continued o
char and more rexts came:
more  pood  wishes  and
prayers, David was in the
Post Anesthesia Recovery
Unit, more rtequests for
status reports, David was

of Our Presidents

“All happiness depends on a
leiswerely brealfase.”

John Gunther

Breakfast is important, and
whether you prefer ham and
epgs and hot coffee, or a
cinmamon
roll with Diet
Coke in the
morning, a
hearty break-
fast can give
you a great
start for the
new day. |

_JoDYDYER  think a oo
Troewritar Weekly about break-
fast and

tecently found mysell pon-
dering over our LS. Presi-
dents and what culinary fare
they might have enjoyed each
morning. | find trivial things
interesting,. What did our
presidents rypically ear for
breakfast! Here is what |
learned. ...

Going back o our first
president,  the  honorable
George  Washington, we
learn thar his breakfast food
of choice was the humble
hoecake. Washington was an
eatly riser and chose to write
and read in the morings
before enjoying his breakfast.
Hoecakes were a form of
yeasted  priddlecakes. Made
from commeal, the batter
was prepared the night before
and then left to rise by the
hearth overnight. Washing-
ton's favored hoecakes were
served dripping with butter
and honey and were washed
down with hor coffee or rea.

Thomas Jefferson followed
the custom of eating only
rwice a day. At Monticello he
would  gather family  and
friends for a substantial
breakfast around 8:00 aan.,
later eating again in the
afternoon, His  substantial
breakfasts would consist of
muffins, cornbread, and ham,
served with tea and hot
coffee. Coffee held a special
place at Monticello, Jefferson
imported large quantities of
green coffee beans and stored
them in his cellars, roasting
them and then -carefully
brewing good coffee each
morning.

Chur Loth president, Abra-
ham Lincoln, was known for
his indifference to food. Tt has
been said that he was rarely
interested in what was served
or how it was prepared. And
he often forgot to eat. Break-
fast for Lincoln was a meager
affair, typically one boiled egg
with toast and strong black

coffee.

Harry 5. Truman, after a
vigotous early moming walk
{often in full suit and tie)
would first have his medicine
- a shot of bourbon - followed
by a large glass of orange
juice, He then opted for a
classic  breakfast of  epes,
bacon, toast, cereal, and a tall
glass of milk. This ritual
continued unchanged
throughout his life.

John F. Kennedy favored a
simple morming  breakfase,
preferring coffee with hot
milk, orange juice, soft-boiled
eges, oven-broiled bacon (not
fried), and toast with butter
and  marmalade  (Kennedy
preferred  marmalade  over
jelly and jam). Occasionally,
as a special trear, Kennedy
enjoyed his famous waffles
made from scratch. These
butrery rtreats were served
swimming in hot maple syrup
and were a Kennedy family
favorire.

Lyndon Johnson favored
thick cut “ranch style” bacon,
eges, and homemade bread
with peach preserves for
breakfast. He was also a big
fan of venison sausage with
Brits.

Richard Nixon most days
consumed an unusual break-
fast — fresh fruit and wheat
germ, along with a bowl of
cottage cheese topped with
ketchup.  Apparently,  his
doctor wanted Nixon to
consume more dairy, adding
cottage cheese to the Presi-
dent's diet. Nixon didn't like
the taste of cottage cheese, so
he added ketchup to make it
taste hetter.

On weekdays, Gerald Ford
usually :.n]uyl.d an English
muffin with fruir, along with
orange juice or tea with
lemon. On weekends  he
often splurged earing waitles
with sour cream and straw-
berries or German  apple
pancakes,

Jimamy Carter most often
enjoved  a light work-day
breakfast of coffee, fresh-
squeezed juice, fruir, and
tovast with butter, He would
occasionally add egps or
cereal. On weekends, break-
fasts were a bit heartier —
oftenn ham, scrambled egas,
hot fried apples, and grits.
Carter lowved grits. He even
named his dog Grits.

Ronald Reagan enjoved
simple consistent breakfasts,
He and MNancy rypically
enjoyved juice, fruir, cereal,
and decaf coffee, with whole
whear toast or a muffin, Once

stable but wvery sleepy, and
finally a phone call. “Mrs.
Brendle, David is being
moved to Recovery [1." She
gave me directions, and [ left
Robert to watch all my souff,

[ artived in Recovery 11 a
few minutes before David,
and he zave me a big smile
when he saw me waiting for
him. When the physical
therapist finished with the
patient before us, he helped
Dravid stand up, walk to the
bathroom, and walk up and
down a small set of stairs.
Then we got him  dressed
and they wheeled him to the
door. Robert and his truck
were waiting for us, and he
helped load David into the
front seat for the ride home.

David had expressed a
desire for a Blizzard, so when
Robert saw a Texas Stop
Sign, he made an unsched-
uled left turn, With treats in
hand, we continued the ek
home, stopping one more
time to pick up prescriptions.
When we got home, Robert
pulled up as close o the
house as le could =zer, and
then he helped get the
patient up the stairs and inte
the living room. While 1 got
David settled on the couch,
Robert brought in the bags
that had multiplied with all
the take-home supplies we
collecred in Recovery.

I guess we'll find out how
really magical Lieutenant
Dravid's new knee is over the
next few days as the nerve
block wears off and he begins
rehab in eamest. But caring
people o our lives will
continue to send messages of
love and care, to provide
meals so [ can devore more
time to my husband, and o
offer help as needed. That's
where the real magic lies.

Linds Brendle writes & weekly
column for Believers' Baprist Church.
She 5 a published author and also
writes about carcgiving, faith, and
family on her bBlog at heep:www,

ﬂ.lrl, -'!tjr{ ?’I:. ATEEIENE, le I'I'IJF'Ig S5.00m,
You cam e-mail her  at
LindaBrendleia witha, com.

a week they would indulze in
asingle egg each — scrambled,
poached, or soft-hoiled.

Bill Clinton famously
loved McDonald's and regu-
larly enjoyed Egg McMuffins
for breakfast. He was also
fond of cinnamon rolls in the
morning. After a serious
health  scare, his habits
changed. Today he more
often enjoys a protein-packed
berry smoothie for breakfast.

George W, Bush is a
caffeine lover, so always starts
his day with coffee. For
breakfast, one of his favorite
dishes is huevos rancheros —
egps, avocade, and salsa,
piled with mounds of melred
cheese,

Known as one of the fittest
presidents, Barack Obama
typically starts his day with
four to six eggs, potatoes, and
wheat  toast,  somerimes
adding fruit or bacon. Obama
rarely drinks coffee or orange
juice, sometimes drinks green
tea, but prefers water.

Joe Biden opts for what
might  be unhed a “no
malarkey” breakfast. Biden
likes to pour his own bowl of
cereal — Kellogg's Special K.
He and Jill sometimes add
yogurt, eges, and toast,

President  Donald .
Trump often does not cat in
the morning, preferring o
avnid breakfasc. If he chooses
tr have breakfast ac all, he
usually opts for bacon and
eggs (bacon medium, eggs
over welll, Trump likes ro
focus on his favorite meal,
dinner in the evening. He
famously avoids aleohol, tea,
and even coffee. But he 15 a
big fan of Diet Coke, drinking
up to 13 cans a day.

Writing about breakfast
makes me hungry. Mac {our
little dog and my writing
partmer) and | have been
wotking in my office since
early this moming. Now |
think it's time for breakfast -
hot coffee, four eges over
easy, with sourdough  toast
with butter and jam today.

However you like it, enjoy
your breakfast. Happy eat-
ing...

JODY DYER &5 a columnist,
author, and former ceacher. Described
b some a5 a2 Renalsance man, he s a
basehall  fan, coffee  roaster, and
accomplished feral hog trapper. He
likes 1o read, appreciares the curdooes,
and is good with dogs and children.
He is the father of three, and lives
with his wifie in Texas.

rrpewriterweekly.com
& 2026 Jody Drer
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Point’s Bodie Roberts Qualifies for Fourth
Consecutive AMA Amateur Motocross
| Championship

Motocross racer Bodie
Foberts has qualified for the
2026 AMA  Amarteur
Motocross MWational Chame-
pionship ar Lorerta Lynn's
Ranch in Hurricane Mills,
Tennessee, marking the
fourth consecutive year he
bias earned a spor among the
nation's top amateur riders,
The championship  runs
August 3-8,

Roberts qualified i two
classes — @3cc 7% Limired
and 65ce 7-9 Open — each
limited to 42 riders nation-
wide,

QDualifying  for the
national championship,
widely known as “Lorerra's,”
requites riders to advance
through AMA Area CQuali-

fiers to a Regional Champi-
onship, where only the top
four to six fmishers per
region earn invitations based
on cumulative finishes across
three motos. Roberts secured
his berth at the Repional
Championship  held May
2831 ar Ambucs Motocross
Track in Ponca City, Okla-
hummia,

Loretra Lynn's is regarded
as the most prestigious ama-
reur motocross event in the
country. Thousands of rid-
ers, families, sponsors and
industry figures attend each
year, and the professional
motocross schedule pauses
so pros and team managers
can scout emerging talent
Past champions who got

their start at the event
include Ricky Carmichael,
James Stewart, Ryan
Dungey, Eli Tomac and
Haiden Deegan,

Raoberts trains at Rafrers
Motocross  Facility in
Malakoff under coaches
Mart Cleveland and Zack
Mashburn, He is the son of
Tyler and Suzanne Roberts
andd brother of Axel and
Tripp Roberts.

Raoberts heads to Tennes-
see this August to represent
Point, Rains County and
Texas against the nation’s
fastest young riders, in a
fourth straight qualification
that underscores the disci-
pline behind his yvoung rac-
ing carger.

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

level. Her other reaching
experience includes six years

kindergarten and first
prade and time in third and
sixth prades teaching math
and special education,

T]!I:' D[:'ll:.'.ﬂl,,"‘«- E.HTI.I.]'!."
includes  three children.
Jackson is 22 and is working
and attending college; Jillian
is 19 and on a full volleyball

.5:.'.]111];|r.-i]:i.p at "..'l'.’ilmi.nf,luh
University in Delaware; and
Tyler is 13,

This year the family
vacation involved driving
across the U5, o deliver
daughter Jillian to college.
However, the family likes to
travel to many  different
places and went to South
Africa last vear. She and her

hushand  alse  went 1o
Bonaire, Venezuela, a Carib-
bean island in the Leeward
Antilles. They belong to
Family Fellowship Church.

Dracos was formerly a
member of the Rotary Club
in Greenville. The family has
three lab dogs.

For local news and sports subscribe to

Rains County Leader

Call 903-473-2653

Guard Your Mail

Guard your mail to help guard your accounts. Never

— put outgoing mail containing checks in or around your
'{1’*--—-" mailbok. Instead, drop them into a secure, official
—_— X postal service collection box.

C[IIIII]]EI'I!]'&.I Bﬂﬂk '[Jf TEHS M er: 51l I.'E. }'-nu call ereditors if regular hills I'E.L.ll o _rﬂm.']'l
you. Thieves can file a false change of address notice to
divert your information. Call us at 903-473-2641 1if you

need help with identity theft.
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Sheriff's Report

The Bains County Sher-
iff"s Office took the following
reports of activity during the
week of July 20-26:

Arrests

Mo arrests
wWoe I ¢
l‘l.‘l.l.H.‘l.I.L'l.] for
the week.

Calls
T-20: CR

4457 Noise

MiCKAELHOPKINS  <omplaint;
Rains Comry St M 2737
Medical

assist; CR 1491 Medical

assist; CR 2420 Alba Wel-
fare concern; Briges Blvd.
East Tawakoni (ET) Medical
assist; Sheriff's Office (S0
lobby Release property; Hury,
69 Residence alarm; Hwy.
276 Debris in 1'Ll.a-.[1.1.':|~l.';. S0
lobby Meet complainant; ™
Texas St. Suspicious activity;
Fr 515 Domestic  disrue-
bance; CR 24210 Armed
subject; Hwy, 19N Medical
assist; E Lennon De. Animal
welfare concern; CRO1320
Residence alarm; 3rd St
Point Distuthance; FM 779
Grass fire; CR 1495 Suicidal
subject; E  Lennon  Dr.
CR 4515
Diebris in roadway; PR 75829
Agency assist; 50 Report of
thefr; CR 3810 Medical
assist; Smith Cir, Theft; CR
3370 Found propercy; FM
l?i ].-.'-'i.\lur]w:ul.r.'-:; E Lenon
Dr. Meer complainant; SO
Welfare concern; CR 1307
Medical assist: S0 Suicidal
subject.

7-21: CR 4430 Medical
assist; FM 513 Livestock on
the roadway; CR 1320 Resi-
dence alarm; FM 47 Medical
assisl; S0 ]nE\lﬂ:. Meer com-
plainant; N Texas St Meet
complainant; Skyview Ln.
ET Medical assisr; Old Mill
Ln. ET Medical assist; SO
lobby Meet complainant; CR
502 Grass fire; CR 3450
Animal welfare concern; CR
3367 Medical assist; 5 Texas
St. Accident; Hwy. 276 ET
Reckless driver; S Texas St
Follow up investigation; FM
2324 Medical assisr; W
Lennon Dr. Animal welfare
concern; CR 1691 Accident;
Hw-,'. 19 Accident.

T-22: Skyline Dr. Medical
assisr; Hwy, 276 ar CR 1340
Mbaororist Fud 2?3?
Livestock on the roadway;
S0 lobby Meet complainant;

assist;

SO lobby Stelen vehicle; CR
1621 Medical assisr; CR
2737 Debris in roadway; CR
2430 Missing person; N
Texas St Medical assise; Fid
515 Abandoned vehicle; E
Lennon Dr. Hit and run
:|£1.‘.i1]1.'11[; CR 1320 Release
property; SO lobby Meet
complainant; FM 47 Live-
stock on roadway; FM 2795
Suicidal subject; CR 21946
Suspicious person; CR 4252
W arran setvice; PR 5425
Medical assist.

7-23: FM 515 Suspicious
v-.*ll.it‘.h': PR 3451 D{':llll.; E
Hwy, 69 Controlled burn;
CR 4252 Livestock on the
ru:n]w:ny: CR 3325 h‘fn‘xlin’.‘.:l]
assist; FM 2795 Animal
welfare concern; SO lobly
Ml 1‘.(:-|1L|'~l:ti|1:|t1t; Fn 47
Livestock on the roadway;
Fullingten  Dr.  Medical
assisl; Puckert Pass ET Med-
ical assist; Hwy. 198 Reck-
less driver; 5 Texas Sr
Accidenr; CR 3030 Medical
assist; Hwy. 195 ar Hwy, 69
Reckless driver; Briges Blvd,
ET Medical assist; Huwy. 276
Animal welfare concemn.

7-24: Old Mill Ln. ET
Medical assist; FM 47
Medical assist; FM 2795 at
Hwy, 69 Welfare concern;
CER 1640 Domestic distue-
bance; CR 1300 Medical
assist; Ravine St. Death; CR
4020 Welfare conc et Hw','.
69 Meet complainant, FM
515 Accident; FM 515 Med-
ical assist; W Quhln:ln St

Panic alarm; FM 515 Medi-

cal assist; N Texas St
Distuthanc £ Hw'l.'. HO
Reckless driver; FM 515

Welfare concern; SO lobly
Mee i'fllnl]'ll.’llt'l.itll; M
Planters St. Criminal tres-
pass; Hwy, 276 at FM 47
Abandoned vehicle: Ravine
St. at Pine St Debris m
roadway; FHwy, 19N ar Clark
St Debris in nl:u:lml.:q.'; 5
Dhunbar Lo, Animal at Large;
M Texas 5t Medical assist;
.“:-{_-J |11H11..' Meer l'.".}t!l["lili.]!..ﬂ'll'.
SO lobby Meet complaimant;
Hwy, 276 Animal bite; Huwy.
&9 R{'n’.‘.“r.\s ..[J"u'{'1': CR 1522
Medical assist; FM 7795
Trespassing; FM 514 Acci-
denir; Fish Point ET Noise
complaintg; SO Assault.
7-25: CR 3417 Open
doot; CRO1531 Suspicious
vehicle; Location on lake
Stranded boater; FM 2324
Livestock on I!1w ru:h]w:r!.': 5
Texas 5t. Medical assist;
Location on lake Stoanded

boater; CR 1402 [llegal
duinping; CR 1540 ET Med-
ical assist; CR 2181 Medical
assist; Puckert Pass Medical
assist; FM 779 Animal wel-
fare concern; CR 4020 Med-
ical assist; CR 3335 Animal
welfare COICety; CR 1280
Disturbance;  CR o 3500
Stranded boater; CRO3380
Alba Domestic L|i.\[1u]1:u|.r.'-.".
FiA 2737 Medical assist.
T-26: Hwy, 276 ET Dam-
:Ij_'{"\l prroperty; E Lennon De.
Business alarm; CR 1413
Medical assist; CR 1430
Meighbor Lli.?-['lllH‘; Old Mill
Ln. ET Panic alarm; FM 513
Medical assist; N Texas St
Mororist assist; CR 1532
Animal welfare concern; PR
7795 Civil marter; FM 2737
Fraud; FM 2946 Business
alarm; One mile  bridge
Motorist assist; PR34350
Medical assist; FM 514
Medical assist; CR 16219
Suspicious  activity;  FM
2793E Medical assist; CR
1140 Damaged propertoy; CR
4510 Trespassing; CR 1691

Medical assist.

The Sheriff's Department
h.-i'*-nTI!c-.l 258 ;‘.:a“.\- I.m' 1|1L'
week. Among the calls were:
l criminal trespass, 2 dam-
aged propetry, 5 debtis in
roadway, 4 disturbance, 3
domestic  disturbance, 6
exXlrra [mltc:]: 8 follow up
investigation, 1 found prop-
erty, 1 fraud, & livestock on
rt::ulw:q‘, 12
plainant, | neighbor dispute,
{ noise complaint, 1 open
dooe, 1 illegal L|ur:|1[1iu}_5, z
grass fires, 27 public service,
5 reckless drivers, 1 reposses-
siomn, 1 stolen wehicle, |
missing person, 3 stranded
boaters, 3 suicidal subjects, 2
suspicious acrivity, 1 suspi-
clous person, 3 suspicious

! thefts, 1 warrant

meel  Coine-

vehicle, 2
service, welfare cone e, z
trespassing, O accidents, |
controlled burn, 2 deaths, 1
atimed :iu]‘j-:-_'ll. 2 :|l1:|.n..[u|:1|.n]
vehicle, 1 accident hit and
run, 1 agency assist, 2 busi-
f1ess :||.a1':1|.n, 2 [1:|.1:.i|: :|l:LII|1:i,
3 residence alarms, 1 animal
at large, 2 release property, 1
atiimal bite, 8 animal welfare
concern, | assault, 3
motorist assist, 1 civil mar-
[er.

There were 67  traffic
stops, 48 warnings, 15 cita-
tiong, 40 medical calls, and
24 transports.

do in his life,

ko,

possibilities

God!

Endless Possibilities

A young poor child was always ralking about all the things that he would

Other people in the community expressed their belief that he was
dreaming about everything that he could accomplish.

Sometimes a child's dreams are acrually achieved much to the
astonishment of the community of ney sayers who were always saying that
he would never be anything more than a poor person in his lifetime.

How did that young man overcome the negativity others expressed when
a conversation had occurred?

He had a positive attitude towards the negativiry thar was present in all
interactions with the pillars of the community who called him names and
were always disparaging his dreams of being (rich)wealthy.

People often forgot that he had an amazing friend who would never give
up on him and his dreams of success.

When others were making fun of his wild imagination the young man
would always say thank yvou for believing in me,

His friend will never forget about the dreams and aspirations of success
that the young man.would achieve despite the circumstances he was born

He was already rich in life,
The young man knew what possibilities were coming to him and never
strayed from his beliefs about himself.

When vou are confident in yoursell and the potential awaiting your
future nothing is impossible,

1"n:'IL"IIfIL," Wils Lllib WVOUTLE bl.?':.-":i L'II'H_‘I..'[lL'iLL:I er ':Il'l'i.:l SUupporeer Ui- il.]l ].11‘.'- 'i.{il'l..'il.ill'l.:i ':i['i'i.{
EIHI.}i['iL'l.IUHE? SUI:I'I.L'U[IL‘ 't‘r'|.'|.l'.] "r’t’ll]. ey er I'ail Ill['l] il.iI'I.lJ 1neEver 'L{ULIL"I II'ii.E L‘l'l.dli_‘bb

Marvin Henson Point, Texas

Aqg Services DIRECTORY

HOOTEN’S
HARDWARE LLC

Hwy. 69 N. * Emory » 903-473-8788

a full line of Hardware, Lumber, Metal
aterials, Pipe, Steel, FarmEquipment, Cattle
Equipment & Tractor Supplies.

We ca
Building

We also offer Custom Welding
and Manufacturing

Hours: 7 a.m.- 5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
7 a.m.- 3 p.m., Sat. - Closed Sun.
www. hootensteel.com

SCAC /ECHO @ STIHL

Custom Fertilizer
Blending & Spreading
Farm & Ranch Supplies
Tack = Vet Supplies
Seed * Plants » Feed
Hardware = Bird Feeders
Ariat » Wrangler » Justin
Purses & Jewelry
Montana Silversmith
John Deere Toys
Outdoor Furniture

Hwy. 69 & 19 = Emory
903-473-2249
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Don't Just Listen to the Speeches. Watch the Budget.

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Texas Rural Reporter

e of the first lessons |
learned working in the Texas
Capitol was
t h a
speeches are
written  for
VOolers, I;LHI-
gets are writ-
ten for gowv-

2rning.
SUTAMNE That's
eElswvDER  why when |
Tt Rl Bepaner repoT on the

happenings
in local and state govern-
t!l.L'EuI [ il.]'l'|'.’|"|'.".- "."."il'CI'I 'l'll.l\I
budpet just as closely as 1
watch the speeches.

]_ilhl: “'EL"LC {.;U'\'. Eiri."'.l
Abbort,  Le. Gov. Dan
Patrick and House Speaker
Dustin Burrows  instructed
state  agencics to prepare
their next budger requests
with a 3% reduction from
current spending levels.

This caught my artention.

}\-“I‘l'l!‘-t TL"}\...”'I:I' ]'fl'.i'\-'l.'\I never
heard of the Legislative
Budzer Board (LBB) or read
an LBB p::]:c-,- direcrive
letter, but they are important
because they quietly begin
the state's budgering process.
Every two years, before the
Legislature convenes, state
agencies receive INSIructions
on how to prepare  their

initial ~ budger  requests,
Tl.'ll.liil‘ IL"'L]I.IL‘.‘HH' L T |:|'I|.'\I
Legislative Budpet Board

and the governor's budget
affice, where budger analyses
begin shaping the recom-
mendations lawmakers will
eventually use to write the
state budpet.

This is the starting point
for building a state budger.
And this year's starting point
is agencies being told o plan
f(!'[ IL"."-H.

O its own, a 3% redue-
tion isn't headline news, As
a conservative, | think POV~
ernment should always be
looking for ways to spend
[ilxl:‘lii'ﬁ'l.\r I.Jl'l] |.i|.]."'| 'rl'i.?i{.‘l'_n'.

It is, however, worth
stopping to consider  the
riming.

For years, state leaders
have been telling Texans
[I‘li” (4101 L"L"i'l]'ﬁ(:"['l'l.} |'1 AL
the strongest in the nation.
Businesses continue moving
here. _]ult\ are growing. The
Rainy Day Fund remains

TEXAS A&M FOREST S

healthy, They have buile a
compelling narrative  that
Texas is thriving because of
conservative leadership.

The letter from the Big
Three says the reduction is
intended o0 demonstrate
“prudent stewardship of tax-
payver resources” and estab-
lish a “fliscally conservative
budget.”

Those are reasonable
goals. The question is why
the  budgeting  strategy

changed now.

State agencies were asked
to make 5% reductions i
2020 as Texas confronted
|]H.' 1.'1.'1“'“.1”1!‘{: l]l'll'L"T[.-ii]il'!,'
created by COVID-19, But
the state returned to baseline
budger instructions in the
next two cycles.

If prudent scewardship,
efficiency and fiscal conser-
vatism have been the guiding
principles of this administea-
tien all along, why weren't
apencies asked to plan for
less in 2022 or 2024!

I think there are a couple
of reasonable explanations,

One possibility is that
despite the optimistic mes-
sage Texans have heen hear-
ing, state leaders think the
pext budeger 15 going o be
tighter than the last.

Abbote, Parrick and Bur-
[ ) ]'Ii'l'l.'L" ACCEss [0 revenue
estimates, tax collections
and economic projections
before most Texans ever
study them. They may be
seeing signs that the next
two-year  budeer will  be
tighter than the last. If so,
asking agencies to prepare
for less is prudent povern-
ment.

Politics could alzo be part
of the answer.

Texas is in an election
year, and Abbott is seeking a
fourth  term FOVETTION,
There are predictions that
Fepublicans could lose seats
in the Texas House. They
also lost a seat in the Texas
Senate earlier this year,
when  Democrats  flipped
Senate District 9 i a special
elecrion.

Texans are alse feeling
financial pressure ar their
kirchen tables, with continu-
ing concerns abour afford-
ability, gas prices, insurance
and property taxes, In that
envirenument, a tighter stare
budget makes for a strong

A%

ERVICE

political talking point.

A direcrive requiring
every agency o begin 3%
lower helps make that case.
It gives Texas leaders some-
thing tangible w point w
when they talk about smaller
povernment, fiscal restraint
and property tax relief.

There's another piece 1w
this. Abbott is poverning for
a national audience.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis built his narional profile
by presenting Florida as the
model of conservative gov-
ernment. | believe Abbott is
following the same playbook,
For Abbor’s national ambi-
tions to work, Texas must be
seen as the conservative
bulwark—rthe state thar curs
taxes, restrains spending and
sets the standard for Repub-
lican povernance. | believe
this directive is part of the
political résumé Abborr s
building for national office.

Viewed that way, the
budget letter isn't just about
preparing the next budger.
It's alse abour sending a
political message,

O coutse, those two
explanations aren't mutually
exclusive,

State leaders  may  see
enough economic uncer-
tainty to justify caution while
also recognizing thar spend-
ing reductions create a useful
election-year message. In
}_"l'l'l.'\."T]!ll!'lL"]” i t]'ll'l.‘i{' L
things often travel together,

The 3% reduction may be
a pood budgeting move, but
that's not the story.

Either the Texas eco-
nomic picture is  looking
bleaker than state leaders are
letring on, fiscal restraint
makes for a good campaign
message, or maybe it's both,

Politicians spend a lot of
time telling us where they
think Texas is headed. Bud-
pers tell us where they're
actually preparing to go.

That's why we should all
watch the budget.

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and
publisher of the Hamsford Councy
Reporter-Statesman and  Shermnan
County Gazette. A former Capirol
sraffer with decades of experience in
.I-<":-|:i 'I\:Illll-\.'.‘h .Il'ul I"I!lllu"!.'. 5'1\.' oy
focuses om how state decisions shape
mural life r|:'.l-.-|.|},:|'|. hes NeWspapers,
mclading the Texas Rearal Hepunter.
Subseribe at www, TexasRuralRe-
porter. Substack com.

Texas A&M Forest Service Adds
Airpower to Fight Against Wildfires

Texas' ability o detecr,
track and fight wildfires is
growing even stronger with
the acquisition of three new
multi-mission  aircraft for
Texas A Forest Service.

The purchase marks the
agency's second major avia-
[Ion acquisition  in recent
weeks, following the addition
of two wildfire suppression
helicoprers, and represents
another  significant  step
toward bullding Texas' first
dedicated, state-managed
wildfire aviation fleet.

“The safety of Texans is
our Mo, | priority, Texas has

secured a dedicated fleer of

multi-mission aircraft to fight
wildfires on our own terms,"
said Governor Greg Abborr,
“These aireraft deliver carly
detection and critical intelli-
pence so our firefighters can
protect lives and property.”
Multi-mission  aircraft
enhance firefighrer safery and
improve decision-making by
detecting  wildfires  early,
tracking fire behavior in near
real time, providing crews
with accurate imagery of the
entire incident and helping
coordinate air and  ground
resources more effectively.
“Texas is making a historic
investment in protecting our
people, property and commue-
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903-474-0899
430-306-4165
3549 5. FM 779, Emory, TX

nities from  wildfires,” said
Robert Albritton, chairman
of The Texas A&M Univer-
sity System Board of Regents.
“These aircraft will  give
Texas A&M Forest Service
the speed, intellipence and
flexibality to respond more
effectively when lives are on
the line. The Board of
Bepgents is proud to help build
a dedicated Texas fleet that
'|'|'j“. I"L" |'|.1i|'2.|'!| 'r\-'h‘."ﬂl TI.‘x;I.:I'I.h
need it

Texas A&SM Forest Ser-
vice developed its aviation
stratepy based on recommen-
dations from a 1l-entity
Aviation Task Force creared
tor determine the aircraft and
capabilities Texas needs for a
flexible, effective  wildfire
response flect.

The Task Force recom-
mended 8 combination of
helicopters for precise water
drops and tactical supporr,
versatile fixed-wing mulri-
mission atreraft for mtelli-
gence and coordination, and
large airtankers capable of
delivering substantial
amounts of fire retardant o
slow a wildfire's spread.

Without a dedicated fleet,
Texas historically has relied
on aircraft obrained through
federal resource-sharing
agreements. | hose aircraft

cann be  reassipned  when
higher-pricrity fires develop
elsewhere in the country.

With funding provided by
the 8%th Texas Legislature,
Texas iz building a fleet
dedicated to protecting com-
munitics within the state.
The aircraft will remam
l]t1LJE| stare ]'Ihi|'|i|:ll.']'lﬂ.‘|'l|:.
giving Texas a more depend-
able and responsive aerial
defense against wildfires.

The new  aircraft will
provide near-real-time video,
mapping, heat detection and
other situational  awarcness
tools that give incident com-
manders and firefighrers a
more complete picture of
conditions on the fire line.

Through House Bill 500,
the Texas Legislature appro-
priated 5257 million in 2023
fl.H.‘ Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice to purchase, operate and
maincaimn wildfire suppression
aircraft.

Mine aircraft are currently
staged mm Texas for wildfire
response, Since Jan. 1, Texas
ASM Forest Service has
mobilized aircraft 115 times
in response to wildfire inci-
dents. Those  aviation
resources have dropped more
than 1.25 million gallons of
water and fire retardant on
wildfires across the state.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
New challenge to school funding system

The Midland school dis-
trict 15 suing  Education
Commissioner Mike Morath
and other state leaders in
another
challenge

ko the

state s

public

schoaol

finance

system,

GARY BORDERS ,['f““""""‘ E

Texm Prest Associntion Robin
Hood,

according o The Texas

Tribure.

Three legal challenges

over the past three decades

have failed, with Texas

courts ruling thar the recap-
ture system complies with
the state constitution. Under
recapture, wealthier school
distriers — such as Midland,
with its considerable il and
gas holdings — send money
to the state, which then
distributes it to school dis-
tricts with  low  property
values.

In the case of Midland,
the district sent 392 million
back to the stare in the
2024-2025 school year, sixth
highest in the stare. Austin
IS0 sent back the most
money that year at $771
million.

“They're setring the tax
rate. We collect the rtaxes.
We send it o the stare,”
Guinn, the Midland schoaol
board president, said last
week. “Then we get blamed
as a local district and local
board member for taxes
being high. It's just a revolv-
ing door.”

School  administrators
have contended thar state
leaders have not invested
adequately m  traditional
public-school campuses, opr-
ing instead to promote char-
ter schools and to create a
voucher program thar uses
public funding for private or
home schooling.

Breakaway buoys
disrupt Rio Grande
bridges

Hundreds of federal bor-
der buoys broke loose during
recent flooding, disrupting
traffic  at  international
bridges, the Texas Standard
reported. The floating bordes
barrier was installed by the
U5, Department of Home-
land Securiry. It consists of
intercomnected orange cylin-
ders, each 4 feet high, 15 feet
long, and weighing about a
Lo Aplece.

Officials in Eagle Pass
remporarily stopped  traffic
on the city's two interna-
tional bridges. That city is
also the location of abouwt

2,000 feer of a separate

SAVVY SENIORS

floating barrier installed by
Operation Lone Star in
2023, Those buoys remained
intact  during the recent
floading.

“The state buoys remain
intact  where  they  were
located initially and have not
moved,” Gov. Greg Abbort
said. “They're being rein-
forced as we speak to make
sure they're not moved.”

Many of the federal buoys
became lodeed into the river,
while others floated into
Mexico, where some were
reportedly recovered by resi-
dents and sold as scrap
metal. LLS. Customs and
Border Patrol said in a
starement that contractors
were working to recover the
remaining buoys.

41 screwworm cases
in Texas to date

Forty-ome cases of New
World screwworm cases
have been confirmed in
Texas by the US. Depare-
ment of Agriculture, the
Standard reported, with one
additional case in New Mex-
icee. The latest infestation
was confirmed in a baby calf
in western Starr County, the
first detected case in the Rio
Grande Walley.

The screwworm is the
larval stage of a parasitic fly
that feeds on the vaw tissue
of warm-blooded  animals.
Without treatment, infesta-
tions can be faral.

Federal and state officials
are working to contain the
outhreak, with several coun-
ties in South and West
Texas under quarantine that
limits movement of live-
stock.

State could overhaul
university funding

Texas could roll out a new
funding maodel for four-year
colleges that allocates more
money o schools with higher
graduation  and  retention
rates, according to the
Austin . American-States-
man. The Texas Higher
Education Coordinating
Board presented the model
L unIversity representatives
last week. [t will propose the
plan to lawmakers during
next year's legislative ses-
slom,

Under current law, four-
year collepes receive funding
from the Legislature through

formula  funding, largely
based on the number of
courses offered and the

number of students enrolled.
Sinee 1999, funding has also
come  from  institutional
enhancement funding,
which is not formula-based
and varies widely, from $56

ter 55,734 per student. Some
lawmakers have criticized

enhancements as a “slush
fund.”
Sarah  Keyton, deputy

commissioner of the higher
education agency, said the
new funding model would
make university budgeting
more predictable.

The new model, if
adopred by lawmakers,
rewatds  universities  for

progress toward a degree and
diplomas awarded. It was
created  with input from
university leaders across the
state.

“This formula could really
accelerate  our  progress
towards the goals of the state
education plan (o) ger more
students earning credentials
of value and entering the
workforee and  driving our
statewide economy forward,”
Keyron said.

State takes action to
protect residential
ratepavers

At Abbott’s direction, the
Public Utilicy Commission
and the Electrie Reliabilivy
Council of Texas have taken
action to shield residential
ratepayers from the costs of
data  center  expansion
sweeping across mucn of the
state. Those actions include:

* Requiring data centers
to pay for rransmission
infrastructure and con-
tribute to “meaning-
fully reducing” residen-
tial electric bills,

* Preventing large data
centers from diverting
existing  power  away
from the ERCOT grid.

* Changing how dara
centers pay  for the

infrastructure needed
to serve them.

= Developing  stronger
standards that data
centers  must  meet
before connecting 1o
the prid.

A controversial data cen-
ter project  in Henderson
County near Cedar Creek
Reservoir has been pulled

after the company said it
couldn't  comply  with
Abbort's  standards, The

Tribune reported. The site
was expected to take 11
vears to build our and o
consume 3 million gallons of
lake warer per day by its fifth
yvear. It drew considerable
apposition from residents
because of the location's
proximity o a developed
subdivision.

Cary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist,. He pub-
lished a nuraber of COMMANNIY news-
papers v Texas dunng @ 3eyear
spart, including in Longview, Fore
Srockron, Macopdoches and Cedae
Park. Email: ghorders i tevagpmess con.

Robotic Pets Can Provide
Comfort to Elderly Seniors

Dear Savey Seniar,

My mother, who  has
dementia, recently moved mes
an  assisted
Living  facilicy
that  doesn’t
allow — pets.
I'm  thinking
alowt  getting
her a vobotic
pet 1o cheer
her wp, Are
they worth i,
and if s,
which ong do ¥ou recommend?

i MILLER

By Sevwor

— Inguiving Daugheer

Diear Inquiring,

It's completely natural to
want 1o bring a livtle furry joy
into your mom's life. Moving
into a new home without her
pers can be rough, and
sometimes  even @ small
companion can make a big
difference. Robotic pers —
lifelike, interactive compan-
ions — can brighten the days
of seniors with dementia in
ways you might not expect.
They're more than just cute
padgers; they offer comforr,

companionship, and a sense
of purpose, along with plenty
of -,mlr. and fun. Before you
pick one, here's what you
should know.,

Why pets matter

Pets aren't just cute —
they're family. They bring
happiness, companionship,
and even o gentle sense of
routine, Studies have shown
that pets can help reduce
stress, anxiety, and depres-
sion, encourage light activ-
ity, and improve overall
well-being. They can also
provide a sense of connec-
tion, which can be especially
grounding for seniors living

with cognitive changes.

Unfortunarely, many
sendors, like your mom, have
to give up pets when they
move into care facilities or
can no longer care for them
on their own, That's where
tobotic pers can step in.
Many studies have shown
that robotic companion an-
mals can improve quality of
life by offering  comfort,
interaction, and a sense of
companionship.

sStll, it's important to
remember  that not  all
seniors conmect with robortic
pets. Some may ignore them
completely, wlhile others
enjoy  holding  them o
respond positively tooa life-
like companion thar reacts
and even “ralks back.”

Best options

If you're looking for a
high-tech option, Jennie, a
new  Labrador puppy  from
Tombot {tombot.com), is the
most  impressive  option
available, Soft, cuddly, and
very lifelike, she reacts to
rouch  and  wvoice, maoves
naturally, and even barks on
command. A smartphone
app lets you name her,
customize her behavior, and
track interactions. She runs
on a rechargeable barcery
and s expected to cost
arcund $1,500, with financ-
ing available. Jennie is cur-
rently on back order, with
new units expected this
summet or fall, so interested
barvers may need to join a
waitlist.

If that's more than you
want o spend, Joy for All
Companion Pets  (foyforall.
com) are a wonderful alrer-
native. These cats and dogs

cost $160 or %180 and
respond o touch  with
purtitg or barking. They can
move their heads, lift their
paws, and open and close
their eyes. With soft, brush-
able fur and a gentle “heart-
bear,” they feel surprisingly
real. They also give seniors a
comforting  routine, like
sttoking or “feeding” their
pet, which can be both
calming and engaging.

For seniors who use a
walker, the Walker
Squawker bird ($65), also
available from Joy for All
attaches to the device and
chirps when the walker stops
moving. It responds o touch
and sound, offering a playful
companion  and  gentle
encouragement  to  stay
active. small touches like
this can make a big differ-
ence in lifting spirits and
keeping seniors engaged.

Robatic pets aren't a
replacement f}hr real animals,
but they can bring compan-
ionship, comfort, and joy to
seniors who can no longer
hive a furry friend. They are
especially  well-suited  for
seniors with dementia, pro-
viding interaction, toutine,
and a sense of connection,
Whether you choose a
sophisticated  option like
Jennie or a more affordable
Joy for All per, these interac-
tive companions ¢an turn
moments of loneliness l'I.'I.tL'l
smiles, connection, and ;
little extra joy every day.

ﬁl.'l:ll.l LRl AEI0T LII.IE!‘-“.‘;"L! [I(%H

Sawwy  Senior, MO, Box 5443,
Morman, OF 73070, or  wisic
SaveySenisrorg. Jim Miller 5 a

conentbutor to the NBC Today show
and author of “The Savvy Senior™
I“'IIL.

Advertising Works 903-473-1653

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Famous innkeeper got his start in Texas

by Bartee Haile
On Aug. 4, 1925, Conrad
Hilton celebrated the grand
opening of the first hotel he
built from the ground up and
the first he put his name on

— the Dallas
Hilton.
E v en

though a
COVEINOT
once  intro-
duced him as
A native son,
Conrad
Michelson
Hilton  was
born ar San Antonio, New
Mexico not San Antondo,
Texas on Christmas Day
1887. But like so many
naturalized Texans, he got
here just as soon as he could.

BARTEE HAILE

Hissanical Coliannist

When Hilton stepped off

the train at Cisco in 1919 at
the peak of the post-World
War 1 oil boom, he was
looking for a bank to buy.
The ex-lieutenant found one
toe his liking and wired the
absentee owner to let him
know that he was prepared ro
meet his asking price. Hilton
called the whole thing off,
however, after the banker got
greedy and wied w squeeze
an extra $5,000 out of him.

Next on the weary trav-
eler’s agenda was a pood
night's sleep, and right across
the street from the relegraph
office was a two-story hotel
called the Mobley. He was
elbowing his way through the
jam-packed lobby, when the
desk clerk shouted, *Full up!”

A gray-headed bouncer,
who was herding the surly
crowd out the ﬁ'nnt doer,
spied Hilton propped against
a pillar. “Sorry, fella, bur we
don't allow loite ring in the
lobby, Come back in eight
bours when we turn this Lot
loose.”

After the kind of day he
had had, Hilton was ready to
give the man a picce of his
mind when the offhand
rematk finally  registered.
You mean you let them sleep
eight hours and then zer a
complete turnover?”

“That’s the idea,” the
proprietor answered with o
strong  dose  of  sarcasm.
“Three times every 24 hours,
day in and day out. Every

nickel I've got is sunk in this
glorified  boarding  house
when [ ought to be out there
in the oilfield making real
money.,”

That conversation
changed Connie Hilton's life,
despite the fact that his
hmteepinu EXPErience was
lmited to the drummers his
father had allowed to bed
down in the family's general
store. Money changed hands,
papers were sipned and he
was in the hotel business.

Hiltomn had a full house
around the clock., He and
L.M. Drown, his trusted
right-hand man, took turns
camapping in  the office
because they even rented
their own heds.

“The Mobley in Cisco, my
first love, was a great lady,”
Hilton reminisced in his 1957
autobiography Be My Gueest."
Yery early in his new career,
he developed the rwo cardi-
nal principles that guided
him the rest of his extraondi-
narily successful life,

Grasping the essential fact
thar “the profic was in beds,”
Hilton brought in “carpenters
to close the dining room and
split it with partitions, just
enough space for a bed and a
dresser.,” He also cur the
main  desk  in half  and
installed a newsstand.  “1
decided then and there that
the trick o packing a box is
to pack a full box.”

Hilton's second concept
concerned employee nmr.ﬂla:
“I know something else that
would make us a berter
hotel,”  he  told  Drown.
“Esprit de corps.”

To show what he meant,
Hilton assembled the seaff for
a pep talk. "You're the only
ones who can give smiling
service. Clean rooms, spotless
halls, plenty of fresh soap and
linen. Minery per cent of the
Muobley's reputation is in your
hands. You get steady johs,
good money and pay raises if
Cisco means the Mobley w
travelers,”

Hilton left the Mobley in
Drown's  capable  hands,
recruited a *working partmer”
by the name of Major Jay C
Fowers and ser abour forging
the second link in his chain,
Powers found the Melba, a
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G8-room bargain with a Fort
Worth address, which his
boss called “our dowdiest
dowager."

But elbow grease and fresh
paint worked wonders, and
the Melba was packing them
in by the time Hilton discov-
ered a diamond in the rough
in downtown Dallas. Connie
ran the 200-room  Waldorf
until Bill Trwin, his best atmy
buddy, arrived from Califor-
nia.

Powers called from Fort
Worth one day with news
that he had uncovered a
second  promising  property
and a well-heeled backer o
boor. The Terminal proved
o be another money-maker,
but [DE. Soderman  was
tm-ul‘vle with a capiral T.

A couple of L]lrjnl::i rrans-
formed the mild-mannered
investor into a  paranoid
maniac. He made life miser-
able for poor Powers accusing
him of stealing his money and
his wife.

Soderman walked into the
Big D Waldorf in April 1922
and summoned his imaginary
nemesis to the lobby on the
house phone. When the
tlli“"r'il[(" L]”("Z‘i ‘JI"E[ILLI.], I'||_=I
shot Jay C. Powers in the
head killing him inscanty, A
misguided jury ook pity on
the homicidal drunk  and
gave him five vears on a

reduced  charge of man-
slaughter,
A million-dollar  dream

came true in August 1925
with the splashy opening of
the Dallas Hilton. Four years
later, Abilene, Waco, San
Angelo and Lubboeck had
one, too, The El Paso Hilon,
cighth link in the Texas
chain, welcomed its  first
puest three weeks before the

stock  marker  crashed  in
1929,

Conrad Hilton  nearly
went  under  during  the

Depression but survived o
slay host to the world, Before
Li..‘i death in 1979, he owned
188 hotels in 38 states and 54
more arcund the globe.

And i all started with the
Mobley in Cisco, Texas.

Bartee  Haile welcomes  your
Coanments -"'III I.I'li.l.':\l (R 41 F14

harteehalbei pmad.com or by mail ar
[0, Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393,
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Believers” Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle

When the turn came for Esther the
daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai,
whao had taken her as his own daughter, 1o
go i to the king, she asked for nothing
except what Hegai the kings eunuch, who
had charge of the women, advised.

Esther 2:15

This week's sermon from Esther was
called “Sitvarional Ethics in a Worldly
Empire.”

Those in the Redemptive Kingdome have
tor learn to live inoa worldly, godless Common
Kingdom without resorting to situational
ethics — making decisions based on cultural
potms rather than moral absolutes. Seven
years after King Ahasuerus banished Vashei,
he took all the beautiful young women of his
kingdom, willing or not, into his harem with
the intention of choosing one as his queen,
Esther was taken, and she apparently went
alomg with the situation, making expedient
choices rtegardless of what God's law

required. God worked in the Common
Kingdom in spite of situational ethics to
continue His plan for Israel. Do we refuse to
compromise our faith even if it puts us in
danger, or do we compromise our values for
gain, popularity, erc.? We are called to live
our faith regardless of the cost. Sdll, God
saves people who compromise and sell out
and uses them for His purposes.

Mext Sunday is Promotion Sunday!
Children from nursery thru fifth srade will
move to their age/grade Sunday School class.
All will conrinue the Generations of Grace
curriculum.

The Fall Season of Home Groups will
begin next Sunday, August 2.

August 5 thru September 9, 6:00-7:00
pan. — Kidz Club, a miniature version of
IGNITE. Activities will include opening
worship, games, new songs, and basic-level
musical training.

August 9, 5:00 pin - The Church Praying

Emory Methodist Church

By Mary White

He answered: “Love the Lord your Geod
with all you heart and with all your seul and
with all your strength and with all your mind

and Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Lathe 10:27
Rev. David Banks' message was titled
“Walking In The Promise: He Crossed” with
seripture text taken from Luke. The parable
of the Good Samaritan tells the story of the
priest, Levite and the Samaritan and which
one had merey on the man who fell into the
hands of robbers. The priest and the Levite

came to the place where he was and they
passed by on the other side. But the
Samaritan, as he came to the man, took pity
on him. Jesus tells us to do likewise.

Birthday wishes go ro Brad Thomas,
Brandy Calhoun, Judy Sorsby and Cash
Jenkins.

Pray for the family of Donald Thomas,
Daris Wilson, the Inez Willard's family,
Kathy Kuba, and A, B. Godwin.

Stay cool and drink lots of water. As
always he kind.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT

Cedar Hill State Park’s Renovated
Shady Ridge Camping Loop Reopens

CEDAR HILL — Cedar
Hill State Park has reopened
the Shady Ridge Camping
Loop after being closed since
2022 for repairs and renova-
LIS,

Cedar Hill, nestled within
Dallas County, is a great
local park destination  for
those in the DFW merroplex
to get outside. The park is
often visited by folks from all
comers of Texas because of
its lakeside access and quiet
oasis away from the big cicy.

“We  love having our
facilities opening back up for
the public,” said Assistant
Superintendent, Daniel
Palmer. “It's always nice
hiaving visitors from near and
far come to enjoy the peace
and quiet we have to offer
here, and gerting these
campsites back online means
we can have more people
come and stay.”

After a flood 2015

in

caused erosion to the park’s
shoreline on Joe Pool Lake,
repairs were made and the
loop was reopened. In 2022,
the Shady Ridge loop was
closed again for furches
fl.."['}i'l ln i1[1L,:| t.'n]'mru‘ CImMents.
The Shady Ridge Camp-
ing Loop offers a variety of
styles  of campsites,  with
lakeside wviews and shady
sites o beat the hear. The
loop provides a considerable
amount of access to the
shoreline for people to enjoy.
The enhancements to the
area included having the
roadway repaved, new camp-
ing pads laid, new picnic
tables and covered picnic
tables, as well as two new
restroom  facilities  con-
structed with refreshed urili-
ties put in. There are now 63
public camping sites within
the loop, including four new
ADA-accessible sites, all
with 30-amp electricity and

['l,ll“'li['l.;-_r' Wwater. S.'I.'H'l]\ ({4 l:leH."l'l
in the loop is a group tent
campsite, a first for the park,
that is also ADA-accessible.

Cedar Hill 5P will soon
have an additional camping
loop reopened in Eagle Ford.
This area is poised to be
accessible in the fall. The
lop up on the rdee has
undergone reinforcement of
the shoreline and has an
increased number of sites
available. When Eagle Ford
comes back online, the park
will return to full capacity.
This loop 15 known for its
longer camping pads and
full-hook up back-in camp-
sites, Onece complete, it will
boast two new restrooms, a
re-paved road, new parking
pads and new ADA-accessi-
ble sites.

FI.H.' BTN |'1'|r-|:5r11'|;il,||::|[1 L
Texas Stare Parks, visit the
Texas Parks and Wildlife

websire.

true to what we have attained.

Straining Toward the Goal

Mot that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but | press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own
Brothers, | do not consider that | have made it my own. But one thing |
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, |
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
lesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything
you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us held

Philippians 3:12-16 (ESV)

Obituaries

Jerry Don Cason

1945 -

2026

ek, o

Funeral services for Jerry Don
Cason, 81, will be held on
Thursday, July 30, ar 11:30 a.m.,
at Clarks Chapel Church of God.
A visitarion will be held one hour
prior to the service, at the church.

Mr, Cason died on July 17,
2026. He was borm on February
12, 1945, in Pomt, to Claude
Cason and Lota Babe Cason,

His proudest accomplishments
were his family and the penera-
tions that blossomed under his
care. He celebrared his grandchil-
dren and preat-grandchildren as
treasures bevond measure, and his
lowve for his son was a testament to
the enduring circle of family. He
attended Clarks Chapel Church of
Gu'!l.:l.

H{' Wik 1|'H.‘ H{‘CHHLJ ':,"{”l]!lj_:‘.'.\\-[ '::ll.
ten siblings. He joined the Army and
traveled across the world to Japan, When he
returned, he rooted himseli in his commu-
nity, where he established a plumbing and
back hoe business.

He delighted in the simple pleasures of
the roar of motorcycles, the clatter of
dominoces in a friendly match, and especially
the fierce excitement of a pame of 42, where
he earned the reputation of a true shark,

Mr. Cason is survived by his
children, Carla Cason, and Jerry Don Cason
Ir; grandchildren, Cody Anderson, Joey
Mulling Jr., and Tristin Haney; great-
grandchildren, Aliviah Prator and Allaya
Davis; siblings, Kenneth and Paul; and
FLLTTE TS ]l‘i{‘l‘:{‘:‘-, ||.L"['!'|:'||."J|.'.‘i :|t'|.|.] rril:t'ld:i.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
siblings, Preston, Christine, Maureen, Bobby
Lee, Joe Ben, Linda Kay and Marparer Ann.

Wallace McCollum Jr.

1952 -

2026

F'l,l.]:l{'r;lll E‘-L,"l'l.rj‘l:l'.'i E‘:‘T R}:‘“iil]ﬂl\;l‘ r e
McCollum Jr., 74, were held on
Sunday, July 26, 2026, at Emory
City Cemetery in Emaory.

Wallace “Wally" McCaollum Jr.
died on July 22, 2026, at Baylor
Scott and White Medical Center
in Rowlett, on his 74th birthday.
He was born on July 22, 1932, in
5{‘;1['_11:. 1'\4-1{-";1.%]11'[1,9,1;-.}[1. KN} ":.:"ri_l.”ill..,'l.‘
MecCollum Sr. and Byrnece Felton
MeCollum.

}\-“If. r"r'fﬁ'.:_:':?l.]l.]'l“ .‘il‘.'l.'['ll, '|'I{'JTIY ‘_.I'I{' {"lﬂ_i'rl.‘['!,'
of his life in Emory, having moved there as
an infant and made it his home until about
:'ll:ll 5. Tl'll.' Q'.I.I‘”'ll'l'l.!_l|'l:i|,'§I L”‘ E'l'l“:lr!r' Was THNdTE

=

than just a place o live for
him—it was a source of pride and
lifelong connection. His love for
lowcal activities, especially foothball,
was ever evident, He closely
followed Rains County football.

SIH'ITI.‘;- WETE A l:{"l'lllﬂl E"ﬂ:‘-!‘iil'l'l'l
for him. He was a dedicated
follower of the Dallas Cowboys
;1r1d .‘ili'l""ﬂ"l.,l. L,"l'l.r_':il;-_fl:d “-"i[h d.”. EE'": s,

Mr. McCallum was preceded in
death by his parents.

DLT"l'liltii:'“}- may l-'i." ”'lildi.‘ :i'l'l ]:I'i.‘i dme fo
Arms of Hope, which supports Boles Home
Campus at hops: Sarmsofhope.org.

Sharrel Elaine Norris (Garner)

1946 —

Graveside services for Sharrel
Elaine Garner Norris, 80, of Point,
WETE Iii.']l..] 43 ]lll}' 25. zﬂzlf'l, at
Filgrim PRest #1 Cemetery, in
Emory, under the direction of
Fr:l:rl.l{“,' F'.“H.‘fill Hl.H'lH.', l;.’_}]'il.'l'lL]
Saline.

Mrs, Morris died on July 23,
2026, ar her residence in Poinr.
She was born on May 12, 1946, in
Dallas, o Frank Murhl and Billie
I-I.H.]i}i‘.' {,3':”.1\."." {_;iln]l‘f. H‘EIL" j:]'il’i.]l.l.ill.‘i.] ETl.'|1|'|
Arlington High School, class of 1964, She
moved from North Richland Hills to Point

2026

after retiring from the Vought
Corporation, over 30 years ago.
She enjoved quilting and was a
member of the West Tawakoni
APA Pool League.

S]H.‘ 15 :‘ﬂl]'\r"i\r"."..[ 111|' ]'H.‘l.' SO,
Dowglas  Rash, Jr. of MNorth
Richland Hills; erandsons, Kevin
R:-I?-I:'l. .i'l'l\.] Jll.‘ilhﬂ Rﬂhll; il]:ll..[ Tumer-
ous other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by
I:'ll.‘f E"‘i'lf'."lil.‘i; |'||.]."i|‘.'i||:'|.L]| n{‘l'll:'l.l‘?- Ni'l'rr'i.‘i; ill:'ll.]
brother, Timothy Garner.

Lois Pearl Sanders (Williams)

1942 -

Graveside services for Lois
Pearl Williams Sanders, 84, of
Gilmer, will be held on Friday, July
3'.. E.l:l;'l,'ﬁ.. at :.I.}:I E".ll'l... at P]l‘ﬂ:‘ﬁl“l
Ridge Cemetery, with Chaplain
Boberr Stovall officiating, under
the direction of Wilson-Bartley
Funeral Home, Alba.

Mrs. Sanders died on July 26,
ll:l:.'ﬁl.. i” T‘,‘]L‘r. Shﬂ" Was ]"I.H.'“ L
May 13, 1942, in Alka, to ].C. and
Mary Jane Lynch Williams.

5]'“" Brow ||]'.‘I i1'| A”:,'!ﬂ i'l'l'ld Was a1 :t‘uﬂ'u:r i:ll-
First Baptist Church of Alba, She later lived
in Dallas before moving o Fr. Worch in
1969, For 38 vyears, she worked ar River

2026
Oﬂkﬁ N'I.I.T.‘i'i]!!-_' Hliﬂ'l.'ll._‘ in FUTI

Worth, where she found great joy
in caring for the residents. She
enjoyed spending time at home,
but above all, she cherished her
family.

Mrs. Sanders is survived by her
two sisters, Dorothy Gonzales and
Barbara Meagley.

5]\5" WS [1T|.'|..,'1.‘\Iﬂ"l..,|. il'l. ii{'dlh. .l"':,'
her parents; husband, Earl Jay
Sanders; brothers, Pete and Clarence; sister,
R.'l"_l'l: i,ll'iLI. i.l'l:rill'l.l, k{i|k|y|1th‘rl Pill!“-'!.'.

The family will receive friends on Friday,
July 31, from 100 pe o 145 poan., at
‘\-‘{"rll.‘il.}['l-ﬁdrl.li“r' F'..,l['l.l..,"rqi.l E-Ii'l'l'l.'li.'I |I"|'|..”.-|<!.

Church
Directory

EN©RY

METHODISTCHURCH
We Al Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St
One Block from the Square

Sunday Schoal :30 a.m.
Warship Time 10:30 a.m,

B03-473-2411 « EmoryMC.arg

MIRACLE FAITH

Pastor: Robert Bures I
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest

BAPTIST CHURCH | | Baptist Church Point

(Independent) 1140 FM 2964, Emory Church of

820 SH 276 « Emory ) Christ
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. Sunday School.....9:45 a.m. Bible Classes %:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 5.m. Morning Worship..11:00 a.m, Worship Service 1000 am.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m. s rorshin.... S Evening Worship 600 pm.
Woed. .‘ﬂi:hl Service 6 ::_m_ mn . S Wed. Eve. Service  7:00 p.m.

“Rewching Ot Beconse We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
wwew, pilgrimsrestbaptisichurch. org

Everyone welcome!

Richard Kellam
www poirtchurchofchiist. org

, i . We invite pou to study God's
eal“n aa“m St. John the E\-Hﬂgﬂ']lst Cﬂunty l.rlne word with us seon. ;TFST'I"QT
Catholic Church 1 . S
BaptistChurch | | 2,7 Clunii Baptist Church | | cHURCH ||" CHURCH
INDEPENDENT Rev. Michael Ledesma Bro. Wayne Darty SO point, TX
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST | | 2 miles west of Huy 19 on M 514 | | 551 East FM 2795 @ﬂl:% T e OF CHRIST
0034735118 Sqpses | [PundaySchool Asam | | Hwy, 69 N.* PO Box 68 | | o.45 amm. ... Sunday School
s ‘otshi Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m -tﬁ Morming Worship  11:00a.m. Emory, TX 75440 1100w Morning Worshi
i, Worship | 1 Morming Worship .. 11:00 am. . 7 Sunday Evening  6:30 p.m. 903-473-2658 o e BOTRE DTSR
S paL Werslup Evening Warship ..... 6:00 p.m Visit stjohnemory.org for Wednesd 2y ng ht . 7:00 Ll Sanday Bible Classes 9:00 a,m 000 P -.-“..Ewmng \tﬂr;l}lp
Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett o - Mass times. . nmse.'}raua.'n'af:l.fe S'.IIU:]:l:.' Porming Worship  10:00 a.m 6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service
Hwys 515 & 779 Pastor Joe Plerce I:rgrr:"ﬁer:qrﬂm-shtg:n?:ﬂ HWY. 275, 3 miles south Sunday Evening Worship 600 p.m. Pastor Dan Wynn
2-1/2 Miles East of Emaory EM 2795 ng of Miller Grove Wed, Bilsle Study 700 p.m 903-598-3220
903-269-8737 903-269-1147 & 903-258-0348 903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219 stnorychurchofchrist.ong wiww.fhepeaint,com
- —
Gl e B gt e
Comer Of Morth & Planters . ' . an on Wednesdays - 7:00 pm
..-'"""'F‘"“-\ Downtown Emaory BEhEVEI‘S @f =
003-473-3357 B = c h h
R Y amorybaptist.org ﬂptl St urc
WEEAPTIST IS Sunday Wednesday
les-P Sunday School ... B15am.  Adult Bible Study ... 5:30 p.m
Chris :: ch:::;lrz.tafif Musl:aﬁft;'r Adults MorningWaorship ... 10:30 am.,  Student Ministry ... 5:30 p.m
ders : : Dr. Rolen - P
Ronnie Witt- Minister of Youth & Education v~ Jason Rolen - Pastor Clarks Chape] Church of God
Sunda: Wednesda Jerod Haygood — Studﬂd.'lt & F.amluly Fras_t-::r 5 i s :
Eu“:ay Ml: ) A :&Dp Duffey Henderson - Music & Media Minister Ohur Mission and Vision is to help connect people todesus
L ming ik YYOIRIIp Cialipin wnw. bhcemory.o 903-474-0027 \
Small Groups g15am | (Adults, Youth, Children) — 6345 FM-47 Point TX
Morming Worship ~ 10:30am Chair Practice 6:30pm e http://clarkschapelcog.org/
Evening Worship  6:30 pm YL R T TR EUD I |@ hitp://www. facebook.com /clarkschapelcogemorytx
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= CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

00 P, TURESDAY

SALES

The Rains County
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes  store
will be open Saturdays
in August from B am -
noen. Clothes sale is
apen Mon.-Wed., 8
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- noan an Thurs.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse owr wide
selection of RY Parls
and Accessories. Hwy.
69M in Emary. 903-

473-B78RE.

RENT/
LEASE

Emory Self Storage,

Hwy. 695, 410 E.
Lennon. Mow offering
climate-contrelled
units. 903-474-91 50,

S03-348-5459.

RAIMNS I1SD MNEEDS:
Custodian/Custodian
Substitutes, Bus
Drivers/Substitutes,
Feod Service Employ-
ea/Substitutes, Child
Devalopment Center
Employes/Substitutes.
Salary based on expe-
rience. 2320/month of
full-time employee
health coverage paid.
Apply on-line at https:/
fwww.rainsisd.org
Equal Employment

Opportunity.

CONSTRUCTION

ROHRAL REPAIR
Welding, machining —

all metals. Tractor
repair & Equipment
upgrades, mechanical,
electrical, broken
bolts, etc. Small jobs
are welcome! 903-
474-0899, 430-306-
4165, Emory, TX.

MCKEMZIE LAKE
WORKS. Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001, Steel/metal
bldgs., & home remaod-
eling. W, moken
zielaheworks.com, 903-
269-6173.

CONSTRUCTION

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy.
69M in Emory. 903-

473-8788.

DODSOMN AND SOMNS
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry  and  more.
903-259-8541. For
plumbing needs call
Scott Triek 903-474-
4129,

G&G GRAVEL. all
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-

LAWN/LANDSCAPEMOWING

HOOTEN'S LAWN &

TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten

Lawn maintenance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree trimming &

removal, retaining
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094,

§03-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE.  www. TheWil-
sonlegacy.com 903-
4655-1887. Insurad,

credit cards, appoint-
ments, We specialize

PUBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICE

PUBLIG/LEGAL
NOTICE

July 30,2026 A7

PUBLIG/LEGAL
NOTICE

PUBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICE

able for spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove,
903-268-6910.

LAWNLANDSCAPEMOWING

Landscaping, fencing,
hedge
weekly'biweekly rates.
903-521-8506, free
astimates.

Bret Garrett StUmps.

HOOTEN'S LAWN
SMITH'S

LAWMN CARE Tres

maoval,

trimming,

474-4402,

in high risk removals,
Trimming, Removals,

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
office located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is
available to the property in

question.

TREE SERVICE, LLC.
trimming/re-
Credit cards,
insured. LIOO19094,
903-473-8706, 903-

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Elm Cemetery Association
is accepting bids for mainte-
nance of the cemetery until Au-

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY

CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.

urges any prospective buyer to

verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

FOR VEHICLE OWNER OR
LIENHOLDER
Case 120C tractor, red,

$918.03. Armstrong Ag Discs,
brown, $993.03. New Holland
Powerstar 120, blue, $768.03.
Rhino 6200 Batwing mower,
red, $918.03.Woods RT72.40
rotary tiller, orange, $743.03.
Case L620 loader, red, $794.53.
Rhino 3150 batwing mower, red,
$918.03. Rhino 3150 Batwing
mower, red, $918.03. Rhino
3150 Batwing mower, red,
$918.03. Charges as of
7/30/2026 with charges
accruing daily. In storage at:

H&F Wrecker Inc.

3138 RS CR 1402

Point, TX 75472

(903) 447-3111

WVSF# 0651725VSF

WWW.TDLR.TEXAS.GOV

or south of Sulphur Springs,
Visit us gust 2, 2026. Contact Kelly Bar- Tex., whether or not water is
online: rett for more information, 903- available at the tract of land in NOTICE TO CREDITORS
rainscounty 269-6060., question. IN THE ESTATE OF
leader. Shirley Water Supply Corp.
—— 584 FM 1887 T ROBERT G. TAPLEY, JR.,
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482 Deceased

Original Letters Testamentary for
the Estate of Robert G. Tapley, Jr.,
Deceased, were issued on June
23, 2026, in Docket No. 3403,
pending in the County Court of

PUBLIC NOTICE

OFFICE : 903-473-51 Proposed Salary Increase of Elected Officials

109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emory
FIRM NO: 10184233

Notice is herebygiven that under the provisions of
paragraph 152.013 of the local government code, the

LASTWEEK'S SOLUTION Commissioner's Court of Rains County proposes the NOTICE TO CREDITORS Rains County, Texas, to Teresa Ann
1D”m‘-‘iﬂlﬂ iﬁgeﬂﬁ_ﬂ_ﬂf iﬂﬁiqﬁ ﬂf&d fi“m'f?”fﬂﬁ of the IN THE ESTATE OF Shiflet, Independent Executrix.
elected officials of Rains County, Texas. MARK CLIFTON TURNER, Claims may be p Sk
Rains County Deceased of the 1attn:}rney for the Estate
znz:?zt:)tze;;l::ﬁf:: l:rmdsm - Notice is hereby given that Exec .;,L:mx addressed as follows:
Salaries and Benefits Letters Testamentary upon the o Joe Garza

Estate of MARK CLIFTON Garza Legal Group, PLLC
Official Amount TURNER, Deceased, were granted 11300 N. Central Expressway
Visit www.cht.com for County Judge 2,743 to the undersigned on June 23, Suite 530
all your banking needs Commissioner Precinct 1 2,463 2026, under Cause No. 3405 by Dallas, TX 75243
Commissioner Precinct 2 2,463 the County Court of Rains County, All persons having claims against
SUDOKU Commissioner Precinct 3 2,463 TX. the Estate, which is currently
.g sgl.g.lils.rlnr.%? Commissioner Precinct 4 2463 Any claim must be presented being administered, are required
'3'%1 AR FEK El:us.t.ce?hhe Peace gﬂg within the time and in the manner :::1 éﬂ::@;inet :_Ihaennr:e*;wipﬂ:;réc Lh:eéin;:
ounty Treasurer . prescribed by law to: Maebeth
i%%;%%%%% County Clerk 2,602 Turner, Executor of the Estate of law.
5[7]9]18]1312]16(4]1] District Clerk 2,772 MARK  CLIFTON TURNER, DATED July 23, 2026.
%8__3_ %_&_; %%% Tax Assessar/Collector 2,520 Deceased, at c/o J. Clarke Wilcox, GARZA LEGAL GROUP, PLLC
Constable 2,585 Attorney, 221 S. Jefferson St., Joe Garza
E ? '..5' gﬁg ; -g- z Sheriff 3,000 Irving, Texas 75060. Attorneys for Estate Executrix

NOTICE OF APPLICATION OF SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY FOR
AUTHORITY TO RECONCILE FUEL COSTS

Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO) applied to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Commission) on June 30, 2026, for
authority to reconcile its eligible fuel expenses and revenues for the period of January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2025 (Reconciliation Period).
SWEPCO’s request, if granted, will affect all SWEPCO Texas retail customers who pay fixed fuel factors. The request has no effect on SWEPCO's
non-fuel base rates.

During the Reconciliation Period, SWEPCO incurred a total of $397,331,767 in eligible fuel, fuel-related expenses, and purchased-power
costs to generate and purchase electric energy for its Texas retail customers, as well as expenses associated with environmental consumables and
emission allowance costs incurred by SWEPCO and allocated to its Texas retail customers. As of the end of the Reconciliation Period, SWEPCO
calculated that it had over-recovered its Texas retail fuel, fuel related expenses, and purchased-power costs by 545,293,744, excluding interest.
However, subsequent to the close of the Reconciliation Period, as approved by the Commission in Docket No. 59179, SWEPCO implemented a net
interim fuel refund of the over-recovered balance as of October 31, 2025, in the amount of $42,027,369, plus cumulative interest in the amount of
$436,693 through January 31, 2026, during February through April 2026.

SWEPCO also requests a prudence finding for certain fuel-related contracts and arrangements entered into or modified during the
Reconciliation Period. Finally, SWEPCO requests recovery of its reasonable rate-case expenses associated with this fuel reconciliation proceeding
and a prior fuel refund proceeding, including those expenses paid to reimburse municipalities for their participation.

Persons with questions, or who want more information on SWEPCO's application, may contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, Shreveport,
Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free at (888) 216-3523 during normal business hours. A complete copy of this application and related filings are
available for inspection at the address listed above or at the following website: https://www.swepco.com/company/about/rates/tx.

The Commission has assigned Docket No. 59827 to this proceeding. Persons who wish to intervene in or wish to express their comments
concerning SWEPCO’s application should notify the Commission as soon as possible, as an intervention deadline will be imposed. A request to
intervene or for further information should refer to Docket No. 59827 and should be mailed to the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box
13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Further information may also be obtained by calling the Commission at (512) 936-7120, or toll free at 1-888-
782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired individuals with text telephones (TTY) may contact the Commission at (512) 936-7136 or usc Relay
Texas (toll free) at 1-800-735-2989. Unless otherwise ordered by the presiding officer, motions to intervene will be due 45 days from the date
SWEPCO filed its application with the Commission.
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LUKE CLAYTON

Trust the process for summer stripers | 50 years ago this week

Contributed photo

Luke and some great friends. Larry Weishuhn, aka. "Mr. Whitetail", in foreground, Bill
Carey, Jeff Rice and our guide Todd Mehalko enjoyed some great striper fishing last week
at Lake Texoma with Striper Express.

Through my many years
spent on the water and in the
woods enjoying my passions
of hunting and catching fish,

one of the
absolures
truths  've

learned  is
the fact that,
“It isn't owver
until

it's
over.” This
holds  true

regardless if
someonte is embarking on his
last day of an archery elk
hunt in the high country or-
as was the case last week on
a fishing trip with my friends
at Striper Express on Lake
Texoma- the line-stretching
excitement of a red hot bite
after a couple hours of
casting and winding without
a single strike!

Bill Carey, the self-pro-
fessed old man of Striper
Express invited my great
friends Jeff Rice and Larry
Weishuhn and I up for an
eatly morming striper fishing
trip a few days ago. My pre-
trip conversation with Bill on
the phone went something
like chis; “Luke the fishing
has been great, we are poing
to meet at the dock ar 5:30
aum. If all goes right, we will
be back at the cleaning
station by mid-moming with
a good box of stripers.” This
was music to my ears, | had
no desire to fish during the
middle of the day with
temperatures at or above the
century mark.

“We are all abour beating
the heat on our summer
trips,” continued Bill. With
any luck, we will get in on an
hour or so of topwater action
and then resort to lead slabs
fished wertically below the
beat to round out the morn-
ing. I've got us set up to fish
with Todd Mehaloko, one of
top guides and here at
Striper Express all my guides
are top guides. I have a
saying, ‘no heroes-no zeros.
We all work together to
insure the very best fishing
trip possible here on our
beauriful lake.”

As we eased out of rthe

Mill Creek Marina, Todd
briefed us with the general
pattern he expected us to
encounter and gave some
tips about lure presentation
and what o expect. “If
things go as they have the
past several days, we will get
in onh some topwater action
eatly, big striper schools have
been running the submerged
ledges arcund a big flar thart
comprises  several acres.
There is lots of bait in the
area and stripers move up
out of the deep water to feed
during the first several hours
of daylight each moming.”
We were hammer down in
Tadd's big guide boar for
about fifteen minutes when
he eased the throttle back
and began to study the sonar
closely. "See all those bait
balls plotring abour 20 feet
below us!? That's shad and
the bigger hooks around the
bait is stripers, lot of em'.
The drill is simple, drop yous
slabs to bottom and then
burti them up through the
fish. If your lure doesn't get
hit on the way up, keep yous
thumb on the reel and let it
free fall. If you feel a pause,
lock it down and ser the
hu-:‘-lc.'"

We spent the first hour or
so dropping slabs down to
the scores on inactive fish
hanging around the bait
balls. The fish were there, as
they had been on a daily
hasis, but they were not
hungey- yet. That's when

Todd made a profound
statement, “We have (o
believe in rthe process."

What he was eluding tw is
the fact that he fully
expected the stripers to
make a move on the baitfish
and the key to catching them
was fo remain with the
pattern that had been as
solid as the Rock of Gibralear
the past couple of weeks. We
dropped our baits and we
retrieved them withour a
single nibble. A novice fish-
erman might think they just
weren't biting and head back
to dock. But cur boat was
not filled with novice fisher-
men. We, just like Todd, had

faith in the process! A cou-
ple hours into the trip, Todd
moved our boat up onto the
big flar and immediately
noted the sonar was lit up
with not only shad bur big,
big schools of stripers as well.

The plan was simple and
highly  productive. We
motored upwind a couple
hundred yards from the drop
off, up where the lake bot-
tom was flar, and ler the
slight breeze push up back o
the edge. It was game on
from our first drop. Lake
Texoma has the most striper
limir in the state, 10 fish per
angler with only two twenty
inches or longer. We were
hauling in fish left and right
and often had multiple fish
fighting drag at the same
time. Striper fishing gets
frantic when the fish really
turn on and chese were
definitely on a feeding frenzy.
Technique was really impor-
tant. Ger the bait down and
you would almost always get
a strike. This was not a
rwo-minute drilll The bite
lasted until we caught our
limit including some hard
pulling ‘overs” as stripers over
twenty inches are called.
The largest measured 28
inches with several almost
that big.

We were heading back to
dock about ten-thirty as the
sun was just beginning to
heat things up. When the
boart slowed o an idle inside
the marina break waters and
the wind was no longer in
our faces, we were all glad we
got up early and beat the
heat!

As Mr. Carey says, If you
think it's too hot to fish, it's
not the way we do it! To
learn more about striper
fishing on Texoma or book a
frip,  visit  www.siriperex-
press.com.

Listenn to Luke's weekly
radio show/podeast “Catfish
Radic with Luke Clayton
and Friends" just about
everywhere podcasts  are
found. Email Luke through
his website, wawe.catfishradio.
arg.

St. John’s Rummage Sale!
July 30-August 1 (8am-4pm)
551 FM 2795, EMORY

All proceeds benefit our new church construction

RATLIFF BOOKKEEPING
AND TAX SERVICE, LLC

We can help with:
* Taxes

* Bookkeeping

* Payroll

* Quickbooks Discounts

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVEYOU

New location in Alba
By appointment only

Free initial consultation

1101 S. Main Street, Lindale, TX 75771
214-556-9328 « www.ratliff-financial.com

Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives

Rains County Leader

Thursday, July 29, 1976

Albert Hale Killed in
Car Wreck

Albert Eupgene Hale, 76,
of Route One, Yantis, was
pronounced dead on arrival
at Memorial Hospital Satur-
day afternoon after his 1976
model car apparently crossed
the center line on FM 515
and hit head-on with a 1964
model car driven by Steven
Ray Spence, Route One,
Emory. The accident
accurred three miles east of
Emory, according to trooper
Roger Maynard. Spence, 16,
was reported in  critical
condition at Baylor Hospital
in Dallas after sustaining
head and multiple chest
injurtes. His mother, Mar-
garet, 35, and sister, Aleta,
18, were admitted to Tyler
Medical Center Hospital for
treatment  of numerous
injuries, while another sister,
Theresa, 15, was admitted to
Hopkins County Memaorial

Hospital. The accident
occurred about 12:10 p.m.
Saturday.

The accident is still under
investigation, the spokesman

said.

$522,506,436.00
Proposed Budget for
Rains County

In presenting this Budget
to the Commissioners' Court
and to the taxpayers of Rains
County, the following staris-
tics are set out: Assessed
Valuation $22,506,436.00
{estimated). The abowve
assessed waluation shows an
increase of $3,207,436.00
from that of the preceding
year. Total assessed walua-
tion in Rains County for
1977 is based on approxi-
mately 50% of the true or
market wvalue of properry
assessed,

The proposed county tax
levy contained in this Budget
is $1.25 on each $100 of
assessed valuation, This tax
levy is an increase of 30¢
from the levy now in effect,
and such change is due to
the following causes: The
total amount of county taxes
levied for this Budget, hased
on the above assessed valua-
tion and tax levy, is
$240,000.00, Of this amount
it is estimated that 100% or
$£240,000.00 will be collected
within the current tax vear,
and that approximately none
of said taxes will probably ke
delinquent on July 1, 1977.
Delinguent county taxes due
Rains County on July 1, 1976

amounted to $37,700.40. Of
this amount it is estimated
that £3.400.00 will be col-
lected during the current tax
year. From county tax, it is
estimated thar $240,000 will
be assessed and $243,400

will ke collected.

Rains County Banks
Reach All-Time High

Rains County's two banks
mitrar the gund looks in
figutes of the economy of
Rains County.

The First National Bank
of Enmry ]‘ij.'
increase it resoutces with a
total of 310,331, 108.69 as
compared to a year ago of
$8,650,930.64.

The ]:lr-il S.tuir H;mk af
Point shows a gain of assets
in the June 30 call of
$4,045,000.00 as compared
to July a year apo  of
£3,750,939.07.

Cattle, oil, dairying, truck
farming and Rains County
Livestock Commission Co.
have added o the econommy,
as well as the addirional East
Tawakoni population  and
Lake Tawakoni atea, and the
four or five industries in the
county.

FEI(J'R-'."- i

New Vocational
Program Offered in
High School

Students ar Rains High
School will have the oppor-
tunity this year to take part
in a program which mixes
classroom  education  and
on-the-job  training in a
variety of occcupations.

Classes in Home Econom-
ics Cooperative Education
have been added to the
curriculum for junior and
senior students, announced
Ernest B. Holman, Supt. of
the school.

Supt. Holman said that
practical work will be pro-
vided for students through
part-time employment at
cooperating businesses
within the city and sur-
rounding areas.

Typical occupations in
the program are art and craft
aide, bridal consultant, child
care aide, companion to the
elderly, clothing assistant,
consumer aide, dietetic aide,
fabric coordinator, fashion
coordinator, floral designer,
food caterer, food service
employee, home furnishings
aide, housekeeping manage-
ment assistant, physical
fitness assistant, and tester of
foods or tester of textiles,

The course is ser up for
one or two years and carries
six credits each year, said
Mrs. Featherston, reacher-
coordinator of the program.
Students will receive pay
comparable to that paid
beginning workers in the
same Decuparions.

"The addition of this type
of program will do much to
provide the youth of Rains
School with a well-rounded
educational program thar
will fulfill the need for
practical and useful train-
ing,” said Mrs. Featherston.

Mrs. Featherston said it
was hoped that the program
will enable a large portion of
our students who desire
become occupationally com-
petent to enter full-time
employment upon gradua-
tion from high school.

Airplane Crash Takes
Life of Cody Godwin

l:u-dj,' Godwin, son of Mr.
& Mis. [0 Co Godwin of
Emory, was instantly killed
in an airplane crash near the
city of Temple on Sunday

evening at 7:40. He had
been in Dallas and was
enroute  to his home  in

Austin when the accident
aceurted. Contact with a
highline caused the tragedy.
Following investigations
]'-1_.' the Civil Aeronautics
Board, Cody's body
released to A mortuary in
Temple and later transferred
ter his home town of Emory,
ter Hood Funeral Home.
Cody was a 1963 graduate
of Rains High School, where
he was an outstanding aca-
demic student. He attended
ETSU for one yvear, transfer-
ring to the University of
Texas in Austin where he

Wl

obtained a depree in electri-
cal engineering. He had been
a businessman in Austin for
the past several years.

Sheriff's Office Report

Monday morning there is
one prisoner in jail. Owver the
weekend these arrests were
made: one protective cus-
tody; one public intoxica-
tion; one for possession of
marijuana and stolen credit
cards.

The shenff has in posses-
sion a number of stalks of
marijuana and a refrigerator
tray of plants that a local
citizen found and turned in.
The Sheriff thanks the local
citizenry for their coopera-
EiOTL.
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Rains Countu Leader

The 2026-2027 school year is
about to begin! | hope you and
your family have enjoved a
wonderful summer filled with rest,
fun, and time together, As we start
another vear, our reachers,

administrators, and staff are
excited to welcome students back
Lo erjoy another Yizar of learning,
growth, and opportunity.

At Rains ISD, students come
first. Every decision we make is
guided by what is best for our
1"1|:|.JL|.{"I’][5|. and we remain
committed to providing a safe,
supportive, and engaging
environment where every child has
the opportunity to succeed. We
believe all students can learn and
grow, and we will continue working
each day to help them reach their
full porential.

Throughour the summer, many
of our administrators, teachers, and
support staff have been hard at
work preparing classrooms,
planning instruction, improving
our facilities, and getting
everything ready for a successful
start. Their dedication behind the
scenes reflects the pride they rake
in serving our students and

community.

Parents, your partnership is vital
to the success of our district.
Thank you for the encouragement,
support, and trust you place in us.
We encourage you to stay
connected throughout the year by
downloading the Rains [SD app,
following the district on social
media, and ensuring your contact
information is current in Skyward.
Also, watch for communication
from your child's campus and
teachers on additional
Opportunities to connect 5o you
can stay informed and invelved in
vour student's education.

Thank you for allowing us the
privilege of educating your
children. We look forward to
partnering with you to make this
another outstanding year for our
students, families, and community.

Joe Nicks

Superintendent

Rains Elementary class assignment list delayed this
year due to enroliment system outage

From Staff Reports

For the first time in recent
memory, the Rains County Leader
will not publish its annual listing of
Pre-K through second grade class
assipnments for Rains Elementary
hefare the first day of school.

The delay traces back to a
technical outage with Rains [5D's
Skyward enrollment system, com-
bined with an early start to the
2026-27 school vear that left no
pLLl:llicuLiLm window between the
system coming back online and
the first bell.

Rains [SD announced on Face-
book that student registration,
otiginally set to open as scheduled,
would be pushed back because the
Skyward system was down on the
vendor’s side — a problem outside
the district’s control. The district
said it would notfy  families
through the Rains ISD app and irs
social media accounts as soon as
the system was restored, and
encouraged parents who had not
already done so o download the

EmoryBaptist.org
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app for updates.

The following day, the district
confirmed registration was back
open for the 2026-27 school vear.
Returning  students  register
through Skyward Family Access,
where parents and guardians log
into their existing accounts to
complete enrollment forms. Fami-
lies new to the district must firse
visit the Rains 1SD website,
navigate to the Enrollment tab,
and submit a New Student Enroll-
ment account request. Once thart
account is approved, new families
can then complere enrollment
through Skyward Family Access as
well. The district asked anyone
needing help with the process to
call their student's campus and
speak with a registrar.

Even with registration back up
and running, the timing didn't
leave enough room to compile and
publish a complete elass list before
students  head back o class.
School starts Tuesday, Aug. 4, and
the Leader's next publication date
isn't until Thursday, Aug, 6 — two

days after the first day of school.
District officials  informed the
Leader that class assignments
would not be completed before the
paper's press deadline, leaving no
reliable window to gather accu-
rate, campus-verified class rosters
in time for print before the start of
school.

The Leader publishes the Pre-K
through second erade class assign-
ment list each year as a service to
Rains Elementary families, helping
parents and students know which
classroom and teacher o expect
before the first day. This year's
'i.']jSl'LI ACOnN Means EI:'!L'IE Ti'L'IdIEl.()I"l
will E‘.n:: on hold, at least for the
run-up to the new school vear.

Parents with questions about
their child's classroom placement
are encouraged to contact Rains
Elementary directly or check
updates through the Rains ISD
app and the district’s Facebook
page, where enrollment
announcements have been posted
throughout the registration period.

L. - Emvory, TX -
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And a whole lot more!
Hwy. 69/19 * Emory * 903-473-2249)
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Information

Administration Building
P.O. Box 247
Emory, TX 75440
PH 903-473-2222
FX 903-473-3053
Superintendent Joe Nicks
Email: nicksj@rainsisd.org
General Info: Pam Gilliard, ext, 4112
Email: gilliardp@rainsisd.org

Rains Elementary
PH 903-473-2222 ext. 3108
Principal, Jennifer Dracos
Email: dracosj@rainsisd.org
Asst. Principal, Mandy Lutz
Email: lutzm@rainsisd.org

Rains Intermediate
PH 503-473-2222 ext. 8008
Principal, JC Vance
Email: vancej@rainsisd.org
Asst. Principal, Dusty Asbill
Email: asbilldu@rainsisd.org

Rains Jr. High
PH 903-473-2222 ext, 2106
Principal, Jennifer Moore
Email: moorej@rainsisd.org
Asst, Principal, Heath Blalock
Email: blalockh@rainsisd.org

Rains High School
PH 903-473-2222 ext. 1401
Principal, Jeff Akin
Email: akinj@rainsisd.org
Asst, Principal, Kortney Clayton
Email: claytonk@rainsisd.org

Athletic Director
Bryan Oakes, ext. 1145
Email: oakesb@rainsisd.org
General Info: Karen Brimer, ext. 4117
Email: brimerk@rainsisd.org

Special Services Director
Molly Davidson, ext. 4119
Email: davidsonm@rainsisd.org

Best wishes for a great year
from your friends at

First National Bank

of East Texas
Together, We're Better

903-843-4100 + fnbetx.com

*
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A letter from the
Elementary Principal

Welcome to the 2026-21027 school
year! | hope you and your family have
enjoyed a wonderful summer filled with
rest, fun, and special memories. Our
staff has been hard at work preparing for
an incredible year of learning, growth,
and connection, and we cannot wair to
welcome our Wildeats back to school!

Ar Rains Elementary, we are
commirted to creating a H]ﬂ.’.‘, ].'Iﬂbltj.‘r’f.
and engaging environment where every
child is known, valued, challenged, and
supported. We are excited to partner
with you as we help our students grow
as leaders, learners, and friends while
living The Wildcar Way.

Communication between home and
school is one of the keys to student
success. Here are a few ways Lo sray
connected throughout the year:

Enrollment

* All new and returning students must
be fully enrolled in Skyward.

* For enrollment questions, please
contact Kristen Childers at
childersk(i rainsisd.org.

July 30 — Meet the Teacher

* 3:00 pan.: Class lists will be posted on
the front doors of the elementary
CaMmps.

¢ 4:30 pm.: Title | Meeting in the
Elementary Cafeteria

* 5:00-6:00 p.m.: Meet the Teacher for
fully enrolled students

First Day of School and School Hours

* Tuesday, August 4, 2026 is the first
day of the 20262027 school year,

* Families are welcome to walk their
child to class on the first day of
school only.

= Building Opens: 7:15 a.m.

* School Dav 7:45 am. — 4:05 p.m.
Lunch Visitors

To help our students establish
routines and become comfortable with
school procedures, the campus will be
closed to lunch visitors until September
1. We appreciate your understanding
and support as we help our Wildeats
transition successfully into the new
school vear.

We are truly honored to partner with
you in your child's education. Thank
vou for entrusting us with your ereatest
treasure. Together, we will make this an
outstanding vear filled with learning,
growth, and unforgettable memories.

We look forward to seeing you on
July 30 for Meet the Teacher and on
August 4 for the first day of school!

It's a GREAT day to be a Wildcat!

Rains County Leader

Welcome back from Rains
Intermediate Principal

As summer comes to a close, we are
L{CI.'i.ﬂI.'ItEL{ [E8) “"CI.{_'[!]“L' LY Eryone I.'.IEICI:‘: K]

Rains Intermediate School for the 2026-

27 school yvear! This is an exciting time
of new beginnings, fresh puﬁﬁil}ilitin:!-:.
and renewed energy. Whether you're
returning as a proud Wildcat or joining
our community for the first time, we
invite you to be part of somerhing truly
special. Our doors are open, our hearts
are ready, and our commitment to your
child’s success has never been stronger.
This year, we are embracing a
powerful message that will guide
everything we do: Never give up! We

believe that true growth comes not from
avoiding challenges, but from facing
them head-on with determination and
courage. Ar Rains Intermediate, we are

committed to fostering a culture where

perseverance is celebrared, resilience is
builr, and every student discovers their
own strength, Our core values—
PERSEVERE through challenges,
STAY STRONG in difficult moments,
KEEP GROWING in all areas, and
REACH YOUR GOALS with
determination—will serve as our
compass throughout the year.

We know that school is more than
just academics. [t's abourt building
character, developing friendships,
discovering ralents, and learning thar
hard things are often the most
worthwhile. Our students will be
challenged o push beyond cheir
COmm [:'DI'[ ZONES, SUPPport one i'l.]‘ll.‘lt]"llf'[’.
and celebrate every milestone, no
matter how big or small. We are
fﬁ.’]l‘lﬂ'['ll[t‘."{l [ Creating an environment
where every child feels valued, heard,
and empowered to succeed.

We are grateful for the partmership of
our families and our community, whose
support makes our mission possible.
Togerher, we will make this an
unforgettable vear for the Rains
Intermediate School Wildcars!

1.C. Vance
Rains Intermediate Principal

“A new school year means new beginnings, new

* ClassDojo — More informartion will
be provided by vour child's teacher.

* Facebool: Rains Elementary
Wildcars

Jennifer Divacos
Rains Elementary Principal

adventures, new friendships and new challenges.
The slate is clean and anything can happen”

— Denise Witmer

PARTs ¢~ PLUS

i e

& :
903-473-2950

URBULHANOSIAY  903-473-3657
995 W. Lennon Dr. « Emory, TX

REPAIR - DIAGNOSIS - PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
903-473-1144 + 411 E Lennon Dr (Hwy 69) * Emory, TX

“It may not be easy,
but it will be worth it”

Rains County Leader

www.rainscountyleader.com

GOOD LUCK IN THE NEW SCHOOL TEAR!

)

WEDDINE AND

SPECIAL EVENT VENUE

903-7 22-?32{] + wildflowerweddingvenue.com

Our best wishes as you
head back to school!

Hooten’s Hardware, LLC
“ Hwy. 69 N e Emory « 903-473- 8?38
hOGTEﬂSTEGI com

Teachers open the
book, but you must
enter yourself

- Chinese Proverb
V’ VALERO

GOOD LUCK AS YOU GO
BACK TO SCHOOL!

LEISA PENNEBAKER k.
Apgent
TEXAS
(. apphe FARM
W Ly giwess BUREAU

Office: 903.473.553%

MEDSUP ! FARM & RANCH ! AHRUITEES RING/ HIWE S LIL

Max-A-Mart
205 8. Texas St.* Emory, TX
Good luck to all
teachers & students
as they embark on
a new school year!

THE CITY OF EAST TAWAKONI

Welcome back, Rains ISD!
Best wishes to staff & students!

CITY NATIONAL BANK @
Emory 903-473-0090 = Sulphur Springs 903-885-7523

Sulphur Springs = Winnshoro » Hawkins = Holly Lake = Quitman = Yantis
~mory * Canton « Mineola + Grand Saline = Wills Point = Gladewater

Mlembar

903-4‘7 3-3222

dgraphics903@ gmail.com

“No one is perfect.
That’s why pencils

have erasers.”
-Wolfgang Riebe

#EOPLES

Fiber & Wireless Internet « Voice
Security Systems * Business Solutions

Epaoplescum.ﬂai + §00.333.9799 » 102 N. Stephens, Quitman, TX

Wishing for all
the Wildcats to
have a great year!

POTTS GAS Co.

Emory *» 903-473-2714

%R COLLISION

Em DR‘I" TEXAS

COUNTY ROAD 2220, EMORY « SINCE 1992

903-473-4445

BEST WISHES ON A
GREAT SCHOOL YEAR!

MK
k Pallets J/

903-537-2400

“Providing the Service You Deserve”

12525 North Service Rd. 130 « Saltillo, TX




Rains Coonty Leader

A letter from the
Junior High Principal

As summer comes to an end, we are
excited to welcome another school year
filled with fresh starts and new
opportunities. Our teachers and staff
have spent the summer preparing to
welcome students back on August 4.

This year's campus theme, “Small
Actions Create a Big Impact” reminds
us that every member of our Wildcar
family has the opportunity to make a
difference. It starts with us. As we begin
the year, our focus is simple—crearing
an environment where every student is
known, challenged, and supported.
That means strengthening the

transition into junior high through our
new LAUNCH class, using technology
with purpose to enhance learning, and
continuing o recognize and celebrare
the growth and accomplishments of our
students. Meaningful progress doesn't
come from doing more; it comes from
doing the right things well.

Along with high expectations for
learning, we remain committed 1o
providing a safe, welcoming
environment where every student feels
valued, safe, and prepared to succeed.
We also know that a successful school
vear begins with strong partnerships
berween our school, our families, and
our community. We cannot wait to
begin this journey together, and it all
starts before the first day of school.
Therefore, we want to invite JH families
ror join us on Thursday, July 30 for 6th
Grade Orientation (3:30 pam.) followed
by JH Meet the Teacher/]H Back-to-
School Fair (6:00-7:00 p.m.). We are
grateful for our community partners
whose generosity helps make this event
possible, Their support reflects whart
makes the Rains communirty special — a
community that works together to
invest in our students,

We look forward to partnering with
our families and community as we make
this yvear a great vear for every Wildcat.
Together, it starts with us.

Go Wildeats!

Jennifer Moore
Rains Junior High School Principal
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A letter from the
High School Principal

Welcome back to another exciting
school year at Rains High School! |
hope this lerter finds you well rested
and ready to embark on a journey of
prowth, learning, and achievement.

As we begin the 2026-27 academic
vear, RHS is filled with optimism and
enthusiasm about the opportunities that
lie ahead for our students, staff, and
families. Our dedicated reachers and
staff have been working diligently over
the summer o prepare for VOur return,
and we are committed to providing a
safe, supportive, and enriching
f'.'i"l."n’irl.}i'll'l'lufl'l[ where eve Iy student can
thrive.

[ would like to extend a special
welcome to our new students and their
families. Transitioning to a new school

can be both exciting and challenging,
and we are here to support you every

step of the way. Flease do not hesitate
to reach our if you have any questions
or need assistance.

Communication and collaboration
between the school and our families are
essential to the success of our students,
I encourage you to stay informed and
engaged by attending school events,
joining our parent-teacher association,
and keeping up with school news
through our website and newsletters.

Make sure you download the Rains
[SD app.

Follow us on Facehook: facebook.
cotm/RHSCats,

Check Skyward for our weekly
newsletter.

As we move forward together, let us
remember that every member of our
community plays a vital rale in the
success of our school. Your support,
involvement, and dedication make a
significant difference in the lives of our
students.

We would love to see you ar:

Back-ro-School Fair on July 30 from
6:00 pm.-7:00 p.m., followed by Meet
the Teacher from 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Meet the Wildcat on August 14
from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at Wildcat
Stadium.

Thank vou for entrusting us with
your children's education. [ am
confident this will be a fantastic year
filled with learning, growth, and
memorable experiences.

Jeff Akin
Rains High School Principal

Rains ISD Seeks Applicants for Full-Time,
Part-Time and Substitute Positions

By Trey Hill
Rains County Leader staff

As the new school year approaches,
Rains Independent School District
(RISDY) is inviting community members
to join its staff, with openings ranging
from full-time teaching positions to part-
time and temporary substitute work.

The district is currently hiring for sev-
eral full-time and part-time roles, includ-
ing a theater/AV/journalism teacher, an
athletic trainer, paraprofessionals, food
service cooks and a custodian, according
to a hiring announcement released by
RISD. The district is also recruiting sub-
stitutes to help fill classrooms through-
out the year.

Substitute pay is based on education
level. Certified teachers earn $125 a day,
those with a college degree earn $115,
applicants with 60 or more college hours
earn $100, and non-degreed substitutes

earn $90 a day. Substiture aide positions
pay $90 a day regardless of the substi-
tute's credentials, based on the assign-
ment.

Anvone interested in  substituting
must complete training before being
added to the district’s sub list. To register
for training, applicants should email
brimevk@rainsisd.ore. Once training is
complete, applicants should contact the
district's human resources department to
schedule an appointment by emailing
huizara@rainsisd.org.

For more information on any position,
call the district ar 903-473-2222, ext.
4117, or visit wwaw. rainsisd.org, where all
openings are posted and applications can
be submitted online.

With classes resuming Tuesday, Au-
gust 4, district officials say filling these
positions — from the classroom to the
cafeteria — is a priority heading into the
new schoal year.

“I can do all things through
him who gives me strengt

- Philippians 4:13

Tharaiay Gotual, Ll -4 500 Irvarvmend lals Somamd. ThdiM &0
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Frigh Scnaol. Tl B HPE

Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old,

he will not depart from it.
- Proverbs 22:6

820 SH 276, Emory, TX » 903-473-3238

Good luck & best wishes
for a great school year!

Believers' (.gz
Baptist Church

1133 N.Texas, Emory, TX « 903-474-0027 » bbcemory org

oo StateFarm-

Toni Threadgill = 903-473-2553

“You are braver than you
believe, stronger than
you seem, and smarter

than you think.”
-AA. Milne v

CITY BARBER SHOP

600 E. LENNON DR. * 903-268-4326

“The more that you read,
the more things you will know,
the more that you learn,
the more places you will go.”

- Dr. Seuss

L.L. Spencer Real Estate
903-473-2225 + LLSpencerRealEstate.com

The future is yours.
Makeit a good one.

I'sa privilege tosupport you today,and on your journey ahead. We wish
you continued suceess and a bright future flled with possibilities.

() AUSTINBANK

With you lor good.

AustinEmnk . com T e |
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903-459-3300
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Located on FM 275 just north of the Miller Grove High School

ANYTIMEFITNESS.COM =« EMORYTXImANYTIMEFITNESS.COM
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LrriTiNeESS.

909 E Lennon Dr. * Emory * 903-473-1277

“Some people want it to
happen, some wish it
would happen, others

make it happen.”

-Michael Jordan

TNMP

Texas-New Mexico Power

Your commitment to
education willemPOWER
your future. Shine brightly
this school year!
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Rains ISD New Teachers and Staft

Leader phato by CHUCK FITTS

New Rains ISD staff for the 2026-2027 school year. In no particular order, Samantha Miller, Cyndi Calk, Heather Simms, Hannah Stringer, Amanda Mikulak, Faith Cowley, Maci Hughes,
Tylar Parker, Ashley Faulkner, Paula Cookson, Stephanie West, Emily Wharton, Nickole Brown, Raygen Raney, Spencer Raney, Davida Tarplay Johnson, Willie Jarmes, 1ll, Meredith Hettich,
Meagan Hurst, Candice Duncan, Cassie Fuller, Tayler Green, Ashley Roan, Amanda Scarbrough, Lauren Smith, Cameron Adkins, Micah Kilgore, Damion Rogers, Jennifer Dracos, Adam
Craven, Michelle Richards, Ashley Edwards, Ladawnya Wallace, Kimberly Williams, James Hjelmstad, Savannah Hollaway, Hailey Forester, Elizabeth Riley, Stephanie Snider and Mary
Ausmus, NOT PICTURELD: Jeff Smith, Chelssy Sacrey, Heather Bunch, Angela Dearing and Tammy Stevens.

&) WILDCAT & LADY CAT SPORTS )

2026 Wildcat Varsity Football 2026 Lady Cat Volleyball

DATE OPFPONENT SITE TIME DATE OPPONENT PLACE TIME TEAMS
820 Edgewood [Scrimmagel Home f:00 &8 Scrimmage Mineola VY
8/28 Dallas Life Oak CIiff Home 730 &1 Scurry-Rosser Rains 5:00 A Everything Rains ISD
94 Rice Home 7:30 B/13-15 Tournament Sulphur Springs v at your fingertips.
911 Grand Saline Awray T30 RS Brownsboro Rains 5.0 WA T .
918 Howe Away 730 8/21-23 Toumament Van v
225 Eustace® {HC) Home 30 g Blue Ridge Blue Ridae 500 Y
1072 Malakaff* . Awrmy 730 gp72¢  Toumnament Hawkins v
= 20 anen
m:-':'-: QPEN - a1 Mabank Mabank 504 LAY FI‘E-E .E-t.u.dent .
1030 Commerce”(SN) Home 730 M Fizlya e 430 v m‘&?'_kr“f'.&nd Scan the QR Codes with your
/6 Winnshom® i 730 WE Sulphur Bluff Sulphur Bluff 500 W el phone to download the app
* District Games ) /10 Paris Chisum® Paris 5-00 v I‘_'ﬂ":’ﬂﬁ:':ﬁf.ﬁfs":;ﬁ:“
@12 IV Tournament Mineala v district updates, and
a 9/15 Mt. Vernon* Mt Vemon 500 NV G DR,
2026 WIldCEt JV & JH Fﬂﬂthﬂ“ 9/18 Lone Oak® Lone Oak 4:30 Vi F TR, i .
DATE OPPONENT H v 422 Quitrman™ Rains 500 LY . App Store h’ ':?'.‘u::-l:i;;jlf: Play
8727 Dallas Life Away @@ 6:00 W15 Prairiland® Rains 4:30 v
@3 Rice Home i@ 4:30 Away @ a:00 929 Commerce® Rains 500 LU E E
@10 Grand Saline Away @ 4:30 Home @ 600 102 Alumnl Game Rains 4:30 v -
97 Howe Away (o 4:30 Home (@ 600 16 Paris Chisum®* Rains 500 T
914 Eustace Home @ 430 Away @ 6:00 g Mt Vernon* Rains 4:30 v OL
A, MmELS MmE o mar  mwee G w
10/15  Mineola avay @430  Home@gop 16 Cuiman’ oo s
10722 OPEN 10720 Prairiland* Prairiland 504 A
10/29  Commerce Home @ 4:30 Away @ 600 1023 Commerce* Commerce 430 VN
11/5 Wwinnsboroe Away (@ 4:30 Home @ 600  ° District Matches

Good luck, Wildcats!
EMORY AUTOMOTIVE

24 Hwy. 69 * Emory b
903-473-3775

Best wishes for
the new school year

Have a Great Year!
Go Wildcats!!

SISK BORING & TUNNELING

ALY WIAK, HONEST SERVICE. BUILT T8 LAST —_ N
/ AUALIT

Zign3-473-0186 ="

N ™ EMORY, TEXAS **

Hooten’s
Westside Storage
(903) 473-4130

HEATH & KRISTI SISK
903-473-2520

Banking Texas Style.

=CBIx

Commercial Bank of Texas

Rains 1SD
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LEE CARDHOLDER

WILDCAT PRIDE!

Brought to you by Commercial Bank of Texas
_"f\ Sl y "‘
N Y g
&N “'3‘@. \\ 1‘

s X

(e

rastercard

CBTx RAINS
WILDCATS DEBIT CARD

FREE WITH ANY
CBTx CHECKING ACCOUNT

Stop by the CBTx Emory Banking Center
and order your Wildcats Debit Card today!

= CBTIx

| Commercial Bank of Texas
800-723-7601 % www.cbtx.com
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