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RAINS COUNTY

County fire marshal appointed, special tax district discussed

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commissioners
Court appointed a new fire marshal for
the county and discussed a sales rax dis-
trict during the regular meeting on
Thursday, July 9.

During the meeting, the court consid-
ered the official appointment of David
Shedd as the fire marshal for Rains
County. They began by unanimously ap-
proving a motion to create the office for

the county before unanimously appoint-
ing Shedd to the position.

Commissioners  unanimously  ap-
proved a motion to accept a bond for
Shedd to serve as Rains Counrty Fire
Marshal. The position does not have a
salary at this time and the office has no
budger, bur by creating the office, com-
missioners can budget for the position
and the office during the upcoming bud-
get cycle that begins on Thursday, July
16.

Rains County Judge Brent Hilliard of-

ficially swore Shedd into office following
the meeting.

The court considered placing on the
November ballot the creation of a spe-
cial taxing district for the county.

The measure was approved by voters
during the May election in 2025, but
some paperwork, including ciry bound-
aries, had not been properly filed, there-
fore the district was never officially cre-
ared.

Commissioner Jeremy Cook srated
that the deadline ro place the measure

on the November ballot is August 17.
Cook asked that the item be placed on
the apgenda to bepin discussion before
they have to decide on placing the mea-
sure on the ballot. No action was taken
on the item.

Rains County Clerk Mandy Sawyer
asked the court to approve her request
o use record management funds to pay
for a temporary position. She informed
commissioners that Deputy Clerk Lori

see COURT on page 2

Presenting Old Glory

The American Legion Post 156 Color Guard presented the colors for the Pledge of Allegiance during the regular meeting of the Rains
County Commissioners Court on Thursday, July 9. Members of the color guard are, from left to right, David Harvey, Gary Thomas, Ed

Chalk and Matt Robare.

SALES TAX ALLOCATIONS

Emory hits milestone early, county continues upward trajectory

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leadar staff

Emory eclipses a mile-
stone earlier than previous
years and Rains County con-
tinues to see increases In
sales tax revenue compared
to 2025 according to the new
numbers released by the
Texas Comprroller's office
on Wednesday, July 8,

In the press release, the of-
fice of acting Texas Comp-

troller Kelly Hancoek an-
nounced that 31.2 hillion
would be returned to Texas
cities, counties, ransit sys-
tems and special purpose
taxing districts  based on
sales made in May by busi-
nesses  that  report  tax
monthly.

Rains County, with a half-
cent sales tax rate, saw an in-
crease of 13.78 percent in
the amount of sales tax allo-
cations being returned com-

pared to last year. The state
will return 392,267.75 in
July, and the county remains
13.87 percent ahead of the
yeat-to-date total at
F6584,596.96.

As for the cites in the
county in July, they all saw
decreases in sales tax returns
from the l.5-percent sales
tax rate compared to last
yeat, but most remain ahead
on yeat-to-date totals,

Emory saw the smallest

decrease, 0.58 percent, in
the amount of sales tax rev-
enues being returned in July,
but the $147.304.11 will
push the year-to-date rotal
over the million dollar mark
a month earlier than 2025,
The city's  year-to-date
moves o §1,020,902.73,
which is 6.87 percent ahead
of last year.

The City of Point is ex-

see SALES TAX on page 2

POINT
Council updated
on water tanks,
discusses rate
increases

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Point Ciry Council held a regu-
lar meeting on Thursday, July 9, o hear
more updates on the work performed by
J&A Coating and discuss warter, sewer
and garbage rate increases.

During the meeting, a representative
from J&A Coating provided council
members with details of work per-
formed by the company’s crews on city
water tanks. They were finishing the
restoration of three tanks near Flars wo
enable bringing them back online,

Point Mayor Angela Nelson stated
they had received a proposal that could
allow the city to purchase a new tank
tor the Clearwarer site.

The contractor in charge of the new
tank was talking with financial insticu-
tions about financing the purchase. If
agreements could be made, the ciy
would pay under $10,000 per month for
the new tank and its installation in-
stead of a lump sum of $227,000.

When the new tank is installed, J&A
Coating would begin restoration of the
old tank ar the Clearwater site. The
representative stated the repairs should
take about a month with replacement
of side panels, roof panels and cleaning
of the tank.

Council members asked about the
existing tank and the representative be-
oan o describe its condition. He was
asked to stop describing it and o bring
photos and video for the council to
view.

The council asked [&A Coating o
provide them with quarterly reports of
the work thev've done for Point and
they agreed. No action was taken on
the item as it was informational.

Melson presented the council with a
proposal to increase the water rates for
Ciry of Point warer customers,

The Sabine River Authority (SRA)
had presented their yearly increase to
the city for pumping water ourt of Lake
Tawakoni, and MNelson said that the

see POINT on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Yashica Conley cares for children from birth to 12 years

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Yashica Conley has owned Tiny
Tots Day Care in Emory since 2010
She is licensed for 37 children, and she
and her staff care for 29 children. She
first got her experience when she was
younger and babysat for neighbors with
an in-home day care. She later gradu-
ated from Tyler Junior College with an
associate degree in childhood educa-
tion. She said that she works in this
field because “I love children and they
are our furure.”

She works with The Child Care Ser-

vices (CCS) Program that provides
many services to Texans including sup-
porting families with children and
childeare providers. CCS helps her to
hire people to work one-on-one with
children who have special-education
needs. She also works with Texas
School Ready focusing on improving
school readiness for children from birth
to age 3, and the Texas Rising Star pro-
gram that is a quality rating and im-
provement system for childeare pro-
grams,

Conley said that before she opened
Tiny Tots Day Care, she was a truck
driver who hauled cars to every state in

the country.

“It was a great experience, but [
wasn't with my kids enough and
wanted to be with them,” she said. “1
also once had a foed truck where [ sold
BBQ and may look into doing that
again.”

She is a widow who loves family time
and gets together with them for Sun-
day dinners after church and on holi-
days. She has two children, plus she
raised two other children and has an
18-month-old godson whom she is rais-
ing. Her son is assistant director at her

see SPOTLIGHT on page 3
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.1., OPEN mastings.

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903
243-6766 o

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m,,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
M. Housten 5t., Edgewood, 903-
B96-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
dth Men., 5:15 pm., 215 N.
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Sawrday
F:00-10:00 &.m.

ARBALA DANCE - Mon., 7:00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 1<t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information $03-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fi 514, Emory, 903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs, 11230 a.m., www.
Iakecountryneighbars.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Ind Tues., 1-3
p.m. 2483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - firs!
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
TX. Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

ll E.g}mtm ne

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - ath Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Man.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Centar

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, 303-259-
Bds

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each month
9:00 a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB -

15t Mon., 11:00 2.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon., &:00 pm.,
Jan_, Mar,, May, July, Sap., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m,,
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., O,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GEMEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
- July 31 & Oct. 30, &:30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, 3:00 a.m.-noon,
903-398-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
Znd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
A Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 ar
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jrd Tues., 7:00 p.m.,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tugs, 6:45 pm,,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rains Tax Office a1 12:00 pm,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dthThurs,, 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 15D SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 pm,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

Jrd Monday, &6:30 pm,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tieas, and Thurs,, 8:00 a,m, -
5:00 pm, 110 E North 5t
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 9039747231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Opan MonFri. 7 am-4 p.m
903-473-3099 or 3098

TA
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Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
|:1§," li:lE'H."l'l }'ﬁ"ll'l'l'I\Li'!r'-T]!llT'i\,[:l'!.'
in the building behind the
public library on Hwy. 69 in
]:.ll'll.}r':.'. HI.H]TH' Eﬂr Mli:l'l'l.'
Wed. are 85:00 a.m,-4:00
po, closed noon-1:00 pan,
HLH.]FH' E(" T]'IllT:ix_I;i'!.' dare S':':.-]':I
am.-noon, Thrift sales will
be open every Saturday in
_]"-]1}' fr-.ml &L}D AT ~TILHOTE.
Funds zo to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

Colony Cemetery

Memorial Day

The Caoleny Cemetery
annual Memorial Day will be
held on Sunday, July 19.
Church services will begin at
13:30 a.m. followed by lunch
and a short business meeting.
Domations may be made at
Commercial Bank of Texas
in Emory  or mailed 1o
Colony Cemetery  Associa-
rion, 819 FM 513, Emaory,
T 73440.

FOL Book Salels
Coming Soon!

The next Friends of Rains
County Library Big Book
5”[&" I-."- :'ll.l'li(!lh'l |'||.‘|.'l.."! Tl'il.." ﬁiill."
will bhe in the Meadows
Room of the Rains County
Public Library, 150 Doris
Briges Parkway, Emory. The
dates are Friday, July 24 and
!‘_;.':lhl.]'i,]qi':l'.. IIUI.'!." :5, "}.'{_]':I RN
te 1:00 p.m. both days. The
best selections are available
eatly Friday, and Sarurday is
Barzain Day - fill a bag for
$4 or a box for 38! This is the
[eru:q‘t nppc:rtunit}' o re-
stock for your back-to-school
reading!

FOL Hosts a Youth
Writing Challenge!

Artention:  all  Rains
County writers 18 vears old
il['l.l.:l '&,"{'l'll.]ij_"l.."]'. .I'N‘;'ETi.ll‘ Al I..":i.‘iii'!‘"
bezinning with “My magical
summer..." Writers ages 9
il['l.l.:l l]l'll.]{"l' 5'1111[]\] ?-'.Il.'l:l'”it [ R
paragraphs, ages 10-13
should write one page, and
wiiters 14-18 should submit
two pages. Entries may be
typed or legibly handwritren.
Subinit your essay during the
July 24-15 book sale, 9:00
am, to LO0 pam., at the
Library, 130 Doris Briges
Parkway, Emory. Prizes for
each essay thar meets all the
fﬁ'l.llli.]'{‘ll'll.‘['lt?-.

Football Camp

July21&22

The Rains Wildcat Youth
Foorball Camp will be held
on July 21 and 22 ar Wildear
Stadium from 500 pm. to
T7:00 pam. The camp is for
second through ninth
graders and the cost is $50.
Campers need to bring warer
bottles and sports relared
gear. For more information,
comtact the school at 903-
473-2222 or email oakes-

Biatrainsisd,org,

Elm Cemetery
Memorial Day

The Elm Cemetery
Memaorial Day service will be
held on Sunday, August 2, at
10:00 a.m. There will be a
|:11|5-i.]iﬂ'?-5 I'Iiﬂ."l.."li['l.}_': i'l'l'll.j ]I.]'I'IL:l'I
will follow, Bring a covered

dish.

Rains Co. Fair
pageant applications

Rains County Fair
Pageant applications may be
downloaded from the Rains
County  Fair Website  at
waw. hitps: ramscountviair,
com/pageants Deadline to
enter is August 7, 2026,

POINT

Continued from page 1

city had not increased raves
since 2022, even though SRA
had increased their rates
annually since thar time.

Melson stated they had
already  received a  rate
increase for parbage pickup in
the city. She noted all money
collected from warer and
sSewer .\-til'?'{‘\_l. ]1'I A .'I'L"E'lai'l':ltl."
account to fund the City of
Point water system.

The couneil took no action
on the item as any rate
increase would require public
heatings and a resolution.

Melson stated the city had
received a request for reim-
bursetnent of the cost of flaps
for the WNational Farmers
Union memorial. o the past,
the 33 flags for the monument
were purchased and the Point
EDC reimbursed the cost.

With the Point EDC no
functicning and the financial
situation of the city, the
council approved a tmotion
asking the flags be retumned
for a refund.

Council members reviewsd
a request for rezoning a
property located at south First
St. and Rabe Rd. The owners
of the property requested
rezoning the land to multi-

family because dividing the
property would create lots
that are below city require-
metils.

During  discussion, it was
noted that the lots could be
I.:rL':'|||.‘\|. "-"-'"l'l o ".':-l:l'i:”'l{:L" (414
the size. The representative
stated he would ralk with his
i.]“'l.‘.‘ﬂ{:l]'.‘: l:{:l:ll.l'.'l."r'l'lil'l.}_" |,|:'|I.'|:‘-L"
Oprions.

As either outcome would
require a public hearing for
nearby property owners, the
item was tahled.

Cory Parker was recog-
nized as a Hometown Helper
for his work in getting much
needed repairs made 1o city
streets in Point.

The council took ne action
on variances to allow place-
ment of mobile homes on
property in the city as the
fL"['lTl‘:‘-l‘l'”:l“"-'{'.\- wers ol i['l
attendance. They approved a
replat of property at 1094
Induserial D, and  vored
against code enforcement for
the city.

The next regular meeting
of the Point City Council s
scheduled for Thursday, July
23, at 6200 pom. in the council
chambers of Point Ciry Hall,

Edward Jones

Brandon R Roberts
CFP’

Financial Advisor

132 M Texasz St | PO Box 1221
Ermory, TX 75440
503-473-1592

FAKT-52340-4-44 AECEPAD

Mamber SIPC

Holly Wasson
Financial Adwisar
132 M Texas 5t | F O Box 1221

Ermary, TX 75440
903-473-1552
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about how o play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is o complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
mumber can only be usad once m each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 baxes. Visit www sudekuofthaday.com for further tips and help
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Dear Editor

Suddenly Rains County
has become a hot bed for
i.]l.”'.l‘l"l“.:l."l.'h 'r\']!“‘ are nol imter-
ested in finding solutions.
Their main focus s on how
followers  they

[]'I:I.'I!"' k Lan
reach on their social media
feeds.

Aﬁ d YOLUITHE l'ﬁ.'l\[ ] WA H:III.I
about influencers who had a
similar  situation. Do not
follow bad advice from others
who are not interested in
finding solutions, they are a
Bad Influence!

The first consideration of
public speaking is to know the
!i1l|:1j{'l'.'|! matter of the Lo
you want to give an opinion
on. Starting the conversation
with an lJ[1L‘|L‘IHI:l1!i]i]ij_: of
what your audience is con-
cerned with can make or
|:1]'{':|.1§. 'In'(H.]T i]!l{l'l]'“.'laﬂi\l' [1TI.‘-
sentation.  The audience
probably has an idea about
'n\']!:-“ Yinl are li'l“'ﬁ.'ihn ail'i:ll”
and also familiar with the
subject matter.

TI:'II.‘.‘-I.‘ Aare ”'ili.th ..i'l!ll.l l:]!.-l]'-
acteristics of Positive Influ-
encers who are focused on
L1Y }l.\':i‘l'lﬂ I:'l]";!ll:'l]{"]'ll.fi.

The twe influencers
attending  the Point  Ciry
Council meet g cert :ai.1:l1_.'
don't fit the mold of Positive
influencers.

Negarivity was all they
could contribute towards
promoting solutions to solve
t!ll."i.]' Caonoerns .‘\.[“l‘l‘ﬁl_"['l -.|l|l'i]|.',_5
the public comment portion
and following the Point Ciry
Council meering on July 9,
2026, Narional Farmers

Union and not receiving
funding for newly purchased
Flags representing 32 states
AT |"'1'|.'|'| :ug‘lit:.:l 'n\"l:ll:? Are metn-
ber states of the NFU estab-
lished in Poine, Texas in 1902
l.-"!f 1'::' E(H.]'l :Il..,l.ﬂi;-_f I11.|.'||'|.|‘-|.‘r.‘i |.T'i:||:'|'|
our community. lssac Newt
Gresham was the founder of
this secrer orpanization ar it's
time of founding in 1902,

[ have contribured
additional informarion.

OTTO The Watch Dog =
not contriburing knowledge
({43 hi.h' E(?I.]{"“"I.‘T.‘i. HI.'I‘i l:!'['l['!f
interested in likes.

Everyone who calls Point
I:'H"]'Il.l.._" h'l'li:“.lll.] I."L," I..,"['ll.'i:“.lril!-_'{'d
to participate in how our city
is Dbeing impacred by the
N‘l‘j:ilti\'l‘ ['l'l"ll.k"['lL'{'T."i 'I|'ﬁ'|'|ii:l dare
only interested in prolonged
rurmoil leading to likes, and
theit actions prove it very
clearly for all the world to see.

Criticism of elected offi-
cinls s an amazing right o
EXPress yoOuUT oOwn  opinion
guaranteed by the First
.A'lt'l{"]il..,{[l'll"l'll Hf |,|:'||.‘ ‘.’:'.H'I.‘il,'il'.]'
tion

[t protects our freedom of
speech and withour the First
Amendment  rights  there
would be no other rights we
should all be familiar with.

Cripe and complain all you
want to but do the audience a
favor by being an example of
a Positive Influencer capable
of offering viable solutions o
t]“" ]{l:'ll.'l“']'l. i'.]'i;-,i]ll\_"l'l.}_"l.‘."i 1=
rently facing the City of
Poinr!

the

Marvin Henson

Point, Tx 75472

COURT

Continued from page 1

Hutchins would be retiring
al [IlL' {‘11(' 'i'l!. .AJIL'I.].'“. Sil“"}'{‘r
wanted to hire her replace-
ment s0 that Hutchins could
1rili11 1|'|L‘ g Ii't]l['fll.l"r'l."l.".

Commissioners WETE
informed that there were
sufficient funds available in
the account and the funds
could be used for this pur-
EH"."\-L‘. Tl'll.‘ rL"Lll.H.‘!‘-l WS WA=
imously approved.

The court discussed the
ilE'!'|:1l.!'i.]!||t]|.L"[|.1 l.?f i _"II.I.'.;_'L‘ ]"'Ii:l
tem b officiate meetings
when Hilliard is unable ro
attend. Mike Willis previ-
ously held the position.

Commissioners  Korey
‘:frl.}l.]”l_' ilt'I.I.J {:I.I';:lk are  Cur-
rently the senior members of
the court. A motion was
I'II:II.J.K.' ll]]il]]lt!'l(?ll.‘il'!l'
accepted to appoint Young
as judge pro tem,

T]]{‘ COUrt was I\fi.'.\-l."t'l.li.'l.l.
with a certificate from the
League of Texas “Women
Vaoters that recognized the
Rains County website as an
cutstanding election website
for 2026. The certificare was
unanimously accepted into

iI]i{]

the minutes,

T] W O :ll'll.]'l.!iﬁ?-.ll:?[lL"l:‘- UrNa-
imously approved a motion
to accept and display a
E'!'i'l]'[]'i'li.t I.Pf l]'l{‘ CUurrend Mh.
Rains County for four years
in the courthouse annex,
il['!J:'ll.}i.]IH."L] ':}il'ln'lil HE"L“'LZ“'I:I“
as co-sponsor of the Well-
ness program and accepred
into the record of the meer-
ing the certificate of training
for Commissioner [im Jones.

I[I. ]"'TL'h"L‘t“iI[il.lt'lh_. T{'Kilh
State Representative Cole
Hefner spoke t the court
concerning the creation of a
MNorth Texas Groundwater
Conservation  District  to

E'!H'llL‘Cl ||:1L‘ 1l1'|I.]L']'|_'I{'|l][1.I.|.
water in 16 counties in
lexas.

All commissioners were
present for the repular meet-
ing.

The nexr meeting of the
Rains County Commission-
ers Court will be July 16 o
LJi.wl.]hh l]'IL" E{1||]3|'r'lh ]‘U{]]_:i”.
A repular, monthly meeting
is scheduled for Thursday,
]IE]}' 23, at 10:00 am. in the
Rains County Courthouse,

SALES TAX

Continued from page 1
pecting to receive 311,283, or
2.27 percent less, from the
state in July. Compared to last
yeat, the city remains 27.93
percent ahead of the total of
sales tax dollars received for
the  current  year  a

$L11,837.10.

With $8,2219.8% or 3.47
percent less expected o be
returned  in July, East
Tawakoni falls 6.57 percen
behind the vear-to-date sales
tax allocarions of 20215 at

64,917.10.

JULY '26 SALES TAX STATISTICS

County Welgmt.  Met pymt Pot 2 pymt Met pymis.  Petchg

City Taad i pened  phtr s chaige 1o date pior pagr  trom 25
Rains 05% SR206775 S50B655 1ATE% SEAG0GSE B DDA 18T
EmtTawakoi 15 82285  &706H 547 640IT0 EQ4BRIZ 657
Emary 15 Wi 48118 058 100003223 95535108  GET
Poirt 15 1128380 1154660 23T INBTFD B4R TR
Hapkns 05 33004873 30506245 24 253709 250438752 1M
Comg 10 546286 ERBEX) T 45001 425RRID ST
Cumbry 125 884148 15 055 s4E07 BR0EETD M
SubrurSpngs 15 ST4453IT TS TIEAS B84 AMBREN SSE2002TE 1588
Hunt 05 TH40 THEAET 470 SMANG46 SIS4E2ETE 102
Cakda Mills 15 1151138 113462 14%  BAB1B000  VEIBESI B
Campbel 15 139830 124751 1212 W024BES BGERSMD GD3
Celeste 125 R0 N 640 944051 §ATE A3
Carerce 18 21347627 1T 118 2046 1550486751 137022671 1241
Geewle 15117505351 T2SRNT 3R TMBIRET B3NN 359
Hawi Cove 10 196421 200006 -7 1528877 153082 002
Lore Cak 15 0JMEE ZZEE2M 1048 15641281 18015788 416
Neylandvile 1.0 Fa B2y A 77728 AR 1AT
Quinkn 18 WITITTE 1563785 X4l LMAIRME 1LITTATIES el
Urion Vidlley 1.0 526279 JBA0GZ 356 4086624 1075656 3156
WiestTawakoni 15 10270 1551635 975 13871280 12665285 4R
"hicifig C ey LT P ¥ VAN OO i K F T - Tl R e
Van Zandf County does rof Collect sales fax
Canbon Al 47034TEG 43245355 1034 RNGINMER4 A043snd0d 49
Edgewood 20 424723 4ERRA? 488 JNTREE  MDNI0 <
dom 1 1IN Ee2se s3I 151285 1542
Frubale 20 GBSEEE  TSR0N0 A2 M85 RTARL TR0
Grand Salne 20 BG22801  BE15H05 156 GUGBEETE  400.BE0ST 1EN
Ve 20 MMEZ WTATNE 1274 GI0SWRNY  TATORES 008
"Wilks Point Z0O1sRRES EATIA A2 1A403BRS4 126418957 1129
Wioed 05 HETSIED REEOILES 443 1%d2BMA0 1701332 EED
Mg 15 423 RENNE 2T NG 1EL A5TTRE A4S0
Hawhins 15 450383 468002 -39  MI38RT  MEP0S08 TR
Mneala 15 325033 MITE02Z 05T 1397 05ETE 1A2ABIVIS 406
Quirran 15 850ETE TN BAY BIQBMSMR  STTOSTET 446
Wirnshar 15 12 EIIE 1148723 a8 BAGEBIT  Bd57EATR  -00M
antiz 15 I0BMET 1215 382 BRI B 356
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Football Fans Discover America

“If wone want to hate Amer-
ica, watch the news. If you
want to love America, drive
across i

Anomnymaons

For those of us with a lictle
age and life
experience,
and a waork-
ing  knowl-
edge of
world  his-
tory, we
know  rthat
America s
literally the
greatesd
Counkry ever
to exist on this blue planet
Earth. As we celebrate our
250th birthday this year, it's
okay to recognize that Amer-
ica iz a wonderful Country.
Some among us, however,
lacking perspective, and per-
haps a functional 10, may
dispute this fact. Accus-
tomed as many are to the
negative talking heads lam-
basting our great and glori-
ous country most nights on
the news, and Ll;\il':.l onlineg,
this may be understandable.
And, if you've never left the
L‘lﬂ"]ﬁ“f.‘i l.?f. "r'l.?l“.' h-'r\.':”'lk :"Hl:'l-
urban home to amble the
backstreets of Rome, seen
Amsterdam  after dark, or
spent a week in Somalia, you
may not know how good we
have it or how the rest of the
world really lives, There is
nothing like travel e give
Yl an L"'L]ll'::'ﬂ i.|.||'| .111i] fl.ll"“”'
a true love for our America.

But many living here
teday do not love America.
We are covered up it seems
by America haters in every
corner of life. As such, it has
been most refreshing to see
and hear the positive reac-
tions from the foreign visi-
tors to our land in recent
weeks, those amazingly dedi-
cated sports fans from across
the pond and around the
world, If you have been
living under a rock recently,
vou may have missed this big
picture piece of sporting
news. The FIFA World Cup
has come to America, What
we right-thinking Americans
call soccer, the rest of the
world knows as foothall (ne
relation to the fine he-man
American foothall thar we
lowve). And with the flood of
visitors from around the
world here to see the games,
all armed and recording with
their  ever-ready  smart
phones, have been
treated to their honest reac-
tions to life in America,
With marches held all over
the LS., instead of these
soccer tourists only piling

JODY DYER

Typaweriter Weekly

we

into the urhan centers on
each coast, many have had
the opportunity to travel
through our heartland for a
taste of REAL America, And
it has been interesting. ..

Enchanted by America,
our wvisitors  have been
impressed with many things,
including the plethora of
shopping options here, from
Walmart (where you can buy
everything from  guns o
proceries), to Cosco (with
toilet paper available by the
pallet), to surreal Bass Pro
Shops (a cathedral of camp-
ing geat). After visiting a
Buc-ee's in Texas, one fan
described it as a “gas station
mixed with I.-J'i.htll_"!.' Woorld
wrapped in a gift shop.”

These soccer fans have
been ;.'.\E'u:ci:llly fascinated lw
our food in America. British
visitors raved about how
good everything tastes here
compared to the UK. One
wost showing a MNorwegian
L(!"I.'I.'- delight in his burger at
In-N-Out parnered almost a
million views.

Freddy from Germany, an
X user with 300K followers
has been posting enthusiasti-
cally. Admiring the |:uli11:|rj.'
pile at his table, he called
Taco Bell the “holy land™ of
E.ﬂ:‘" fl::ll.llll. ]:r‘.‘l.l.ll'ln' :||.M1 l’:l'L:ll]L" |
stap at Waffle House, and
praised the great food, great
prices, and friendly smiling
staff. Breakfast foods were a
favorite  with  our new
friends.

A wvisitor from  Japan
posted about his experience
with biscuits and gravy. Ad
first turned off by its appear-
ance, he soon changed his
mind, and with some literary
skill wrore:

“It  was magnificent,
warm, peppered. The bis-
cuits drank the gravy the way
a dry field drinks ran...and
every mound | had insulred
wias a soft fold of comfort
that my homeland, i 8300
years, never thoughr o
invent.”

Besides biscuits and gravy,
and the wonders of Waffle
House, other  American
delights enjoyved included
crushed ice in |‘~|L"t11i.f|.:|
supply at Sonic, and savory
BBLQ, especially melt in your
mouth Texas brisker. Many
soccer fans were floored by
the wonder of ranch dress-
ing. The TSA has been
complaining about foreign
fans at airports across the
L‘uanll"!.-' TR O 'r'jt'lu (4] 51‘"““'
gle ranch dressing home
hidden in their bags,

Air conditioning has been
another American conve-
nience appreciated by our

JODY DYER

world  visitors (EU climare
policies make A/C much less
Commo in Euruptﬂl.

Besides our fast food and
modern conveniences, soc-
cet fans have enjoyed every-
thing from rodeos to Red Sox
games, [hey have been gob
smacked by our massive
sports venues, while we have
been deeply impressed by
theit appreciation {Japanese
fans  were  seen, out of
respect, staying to clean
stadinms before leaving).

Visitors have also been
awestruck by the breachtak-
ing |:1L":Iu['y' of our  great
country. One British couple
stood in tears as they looked
out over the Grand Canyon.
Another  fan  traveling
through Utah marveled at
the l:]i'!lLI!\.-L":IFIU of our nation,
gquestioning that it was even
real.

But pethaps the best part
of this World Cup experi-
ence has been the positive
social interaction berween
peaple from all over the
world, Smiling Americans
have been showing true
hospitality and love to prate-
ful soccer fans excited to
experience the ULS.A.

These  foreign  friends
remind me of another visitor
from the past. In May of
1831, the young Alexis de
Tocqueville (French magis-
trate, philosopher, and histo-
rian) traveled to America for
what would become an
enlightening  nine-month
tour. He distinguished hime-
self from what some called
then “our common herd of
travelers” who often visiced
from Europe by his unbiased
and friendly approach ro our
citizens and the accuracy of
his observarions. He wrote
this afrer his visit...

“The greatness of Amer-
ica lies not in being more
enlightened than any other
nation, but rather in her
ability to repair her faults.”

Faults and all, America is
the freest enduring experi-
ment in self-government
ever known. Let us thank
God for what we have and
appreciate this great and
wondrous country that He
has blessed us with as we
continue to repair our faults
and live free. Hﬂp[ﬂ_,' 250
America!

JODY DYER & a
author, and former teacher. Described
by somee as a Benaissance man, he i a
I\ll.‘-l.'l.'il.".
accomplished feral hog trapper. He
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors,
and 1 good with dogs and children.
He iz the father of three, and lives
with his wife in Texas,

[:\p{'l.l.'l|[rL'||:|.'{'t'.'|l|.|}'.L|.':'||
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Let us pre-approve your home loan

e If buying a new home is one of your goals for 2026, be
‘{1' o ‘ B I X sure to talk to our mortgage department first.
M .
4 ‘ : We can pre-approve your home loan so vou'll know
[,{IIII[[IH'I.*H]J B-Hﬂk [}f TE:&H.S exactly how much you ean afford and how much your
payvments will be. Call gog-473-2611.
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Reading and Writing in Rains County

Bv Linda Brendle

My favorite talk for those
times when I'm asked to
ﬁlﬁfﬂk (KN F | L'r(“ll‘-" :I|:1i1l.lr
writing is one [ call “"How to
Become a Book “Writer.” |
first  wrote
this particu-
lar ralk in
I L"ﬁp‘ RS (4]
an eimail
from a fifth-
grade
teacher. She
was teaching
a sechion on
creative
writing, and
her students had come up
with ten questions about the
writing process, publishing
and the business end of
creating a book. Their first
question became the title for
r]he ralk, and the short
answer  was  “Read, read,
read. Write, write, write,
Repeat.” I'm sure  that
answer  would  have  frus-
trated the students if 1 had
left it there, especially if they
were like one litele pirl that
approached my booth at the
Fair a couple of years ago.

“l want to write stories,”
she said, locking very seri-
1=,

“That's wvery good,” |
responded, Then, I followed
up with a gquestion. “What
kind of stories do you like o
read ™

“Oh she said  dismis-
sively. “1 don’t like to read. |
just want to write stories,”

' sure she's not the only
would-be writer who feels
like that, but I don't under-
stand that way of thinking. |
believe that being 2 writer
begins with a love of the
written word, whether you're
on the reading end or the
writing end. I'm not much of
a memoir reader — which is
ironic since 've written two
of them but hbefore |1
published my first memoir, |
read several books of that
penre, It gave me an idea of
whar  had  already been
written about Alzheimer’s
caregiving, what [ liked and
didn'r like, and whar I might

say that hadn't already been
said.,

When it came time to
venture into fiction, | didn'
have to do any special
reading. I've been reading
ficrion since | was four YEArs
old and discovered “The
Litele FBed Hen” — and I've
been reading mystery since |
discovered Agatha Christie
in fifth grade - but [ still pay
artention to dialogue, chae-
acter  development, and
description. It's not like I'm
!iII.J-L]‘_r':iﬂj." a textbook, and it's
not even teally a conscious
effort, bur it's just a sideline
ufunjuying the story. [t ]’u:]p.k
me  solidify and  further
develop my own style and
voice. Somerimes [ hear an
echo of Robert B, Parker's
style in my characters’ dia-
ll?ul]f.

Since 1 love to read,
libraries have always been
one of my favorite |:1]:I£-L".- oy
go. When [ visit a new place,
I'm always interested to see
'n\'l'l:ll.- 1|'H.=' l"'l'll.l:'!llc ]llﬂ':lr}' I';:ILPLL\\-
like, and when | move to a
new town, the library is one
of the first |‘~l:\::n:5 [ check our.
We have a great public
library in Rains County that
offers a wide var iery of books,
resources, and programs for
all interests and ages. Just in
the last few weeks, the Rains
County [Mublic Library has
hosted The  Creature
Teacher featuring a live
kangaroo, Wildlife on the
Move with a VERY long
stiake,  and  Hometown
Helpers who brought their
emergency vehicles  and
equipment  for  hands-on
climbing and investigation.
This is in  addition to
Preschool Storytime, Sum-
mer Readathon, and much
more.

Fl. 1y '||.'|l1h|3 'r'l.'l'H.'l ]'i'l"r'E' [0 WL
books so they can re-visit
their favorites whenever they
like withour fear of an over-
due fine for keeping the book
too long, the Friends of the
Fains E:L}l]l'lf"r' Pulbslic ].ilu:lry-'
has a HUGE sale of gently
used books several times a
veat. The next one is coming

S0 — F1'.IL|.:'|.':|'| ]Ul'!f 24 :ItlLJ
Saturday, July 25, 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 pam, both days. The
best selections are available
carly Friday, and Saturday is
Bargain Day = fill a bag for
%4 ot a box for $8! The Sale
will be held in the Meadows
Boom of the Rains County
Public Li'ﬁ:l':ll"!.-‘ ar 150 Doris
Briges Parkway, Emory. This
is the perfect opportunity to
rt:-h[-.rlllt fl.lr YT E\':lL"L;.-H.'l-
school reading or gather
some research material for
that book you've been think-
ing about writing.

Mavbe you'd like to zo
ahead and try yvour hand at
putting pen to paper. You are
in luck! The Friends of the
]_ﬂ\mr':.l is also hosting if's
second Youth Writing Chal-
lenge in conjuncrion with
the Book Sale. All Rains
County  writers  eighteen
years old and younger are
invired o write an essay
beginning with “My magical
summet...”  Writers ages
nine and under should sub-
mit two paragraphs, ages ten
to thirteen should write one
page, and writets fourteen to
cighteen should submit two
pages. Entries may be typed
or l&ull*ly handwritten and
submitted at the Library
during the Book Sale. All
writers submitring an EEEAY
that meets all the require-
ments will receive prizes
including an amazing cookie
from Baking Yum-ologist!

Friends of the Library
Matketing Direcror is {.]lml'-:u]
as saying: “"Our last writing
challengze received several
entries, including some from
older  patrons. They are
posted in the hallway where
the restrooms are located.
All are amazing and worthy
of being read!”

Want to be a writer!
Read, read, read. Write,
write, write. Repeat.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly
codumm for Believers' Baptist Church.
She s a published author and alse
writes about caregiving, faith, and
family om her blog ar hetpeifuww,
Llir\,'-"l‘.lrl.."rt :;JI'\_"J:”.'J:"IJ:.I'.'I: I-'il'g_lrrl'\.""a com,
You cim =il her at
LordaBrendle(@ivalo, com.

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

daycare, and her daughrer is
d COrrections I.'I'E-Fil.:l,"'r at a
prison in Morth Texas,
Conley was born and
raised in Rains County and
graduated from Rains High
School in 1990 where she
E'llll.'!."l..,"d ol |I.'|'t ';:li- "r'{'llllﬁ"'!l"l:_'!i'll]l

basketball and ran rack. She
continues to be active in
sports, playing baseball, vol-
leyball and she likes walking.
She is still educating herself
and only has two more
classes before she earns her
real estate license.

She may have driven all
over the country when she
waorked as a truck driver but
now travels as a hobby and
has been to Missouri, Flor-
ida, Oklahoma, Las WVegas,
Mevada and Colorado for

vacations.

{4
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* Foam

* Music

JULY 21ST 11:00am - 2:00pm
* Free family event

 Food trucks
(one voucher per person)

play

(dress for wet and bring towel)
* Face painting
e Cotton candy

A
SUMMER
+ BASH«_

@ RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
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Sheriff’s Report

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the fu]luwihg
reports of activity during the
week of May 11-17:

Arrests

T -1 :
Adam Wes-
l-:.'y 'l:':-'r;.'l':-h.
Criminal
[respass,
$2,5Uﬂ ]"ILHH.].
MICHAEL HOPKINS T - 2 :

fae Gy 8l 1 g s houoa

Allen.

Unauthorized use of vehicle,
$90,000 bond,

T-21 ]_:'l.rr':,r Hu.\h'_r'. ﬂ;:gr.}-
vated assault with a deadly
weapon TDC] Warrant, no
bstnd lisred.

T-8: Lauren Gayle Forcia,
Violation of bond or protec-
rive order, $6,500 bond.

Unknown date: Justin
Allen  Mageors.,  Assault
causitg ]':-ml:il':.l injury, 53,000
hond.

Calls
6-29: FM 514 Medical

assist: CR 3155 ‘Welfare
concern;  Sheriff's  Otffice
(50 lobby  Scam; W

Tawakom Dr. Bank alarm;
W Tawakoni Dr. Aban-
doned wehicle; CR 1399
Domestic disturbance; FM
3299 Medical assist; Huwy.
276 Funeral [T ki CR 1470
Abandoned vehicle; Doris

Briges Pkwy. Terromnstic
threats; CR 1470 Medical
assist; CR 3210 Medical

assist; SO lobby Meet come-
Eﬂ:lin;‘ml: CR 1472 Medical
assist; Santa Fe St. Follow up
investigation; FM 2324
Debris in n:-:h]w:!j,'; Huwy. 69
Meet complainant; CR 2224
Medical assist; Wells St
Medical assist: FM 47
Reckless driver; CR 1399 Hir
and run accident; Ravine St,
Assault; FM 7795 Animal
bite; Tawakoni Tr. Distur-
bance; Quitman St. Suspi-
cious activity; FM 514 Suiei-
dal subject.

6-30: Barns St Trespass-
ing; W Texas St Medical
assist; E Lennon D, Medical
assist; Quitman St Meet
complainant;  CR 10
Street blocked; CR 2214
Follow up investigation;
Doris Briggs FL:'W'". Htu.'-::i.ﬂ

assignment;  Briges  Blvd.
Suspicious  activity; E
Lennon Dr. Accident; CR

3231 Fire alarm; Old Mill
Ln. Medical assist; W Quit-
man St Accident; S0 ]11|':-|:1}-'
Investigation; FM 515 Reck-
less driver; Hwy, 195 Reck-
less driver; I-}ufﬁ.l St Suspi-
cious  activiey, CR 3317
Dhisturbance; FM 514 Distur-
bance; FM 513 Accident.
T-1: CR 3317 Suspicious
person; FM 513 Stolen
vehicle; CR 4250 Medical
assist; PR 7795 Suicidal
subject; Locust St Livestock
11 rn:'u].w:n,'; Ave, D Medical

assist;  Awve. [ Medical
assist; FM 2737 Welfare
concetn; S l::l':-lﬂ,.' Meet

complainant; E Lennon Dir.
Medical assist; 5O lobby
Release property; FM 2324
Medical assist; FM 275
Controlled burn; CRO3380
{_:uh[n:]lh] lmrh.: E Lennoi

Dr. Accident; 5O lobby

Meet complainant; N Texas
Sr. Medical assist; Tawakoni
Tr. Meet complainant; SO
lobby Meet complainant; CR
HDE {_:uhr:ru]llh; !':-uti‘:.

T-2: FM 3515 Medical
assist; Hwy, 19N Medical
assist; ‘31._-! |1.11"-|":-1.I Warran
service; CRO1621  Distur-
bance; Nix Dr. Structure
fire; CR 3501 Public assist;
CR 2324 ar CR 1308 Acci-
dent; 4th St Livestock on
r::;‘l-’.lw:‘i}'; S0 ]4.111|':-',l Meet
complainant; Mix 3t Struc-
ture fire; Mortheutr Addn,

Animal ar large; CR 2460
Medical assist; CR 1640
Medical assist; FM 515

Fraud; E Lennon D, Medi-
cal assist; CR 2181 Animal
welfare concern; CR 3317
Ml:i.-iihg persot; Locust Sr.
Animal welfare concern; 5O
lobby Theft report taken;
Alexander Dr.  Motorist
assist; 5 Texas St Medical
assist; SO lobby Meet come-
E'I]:Ii.:l'l'.'ihl: Fd 47 Srructure
fire; FM 7795 Accident; PR
3451 Medical assist; FM
2795 Medical assisr.

T-3: CR 3335 Suspicious
activity; Briges Blvd. Welfare
concern; CR 3325 Medical
assist; CR 1605 Meet com-
plainant; 5 Texas St. Meet
complainant; CR 1530 Ter-
roristic  threats; FM 515
Animal welfare concern; 50
lobby Meet complainant; FM
2795 Medical assist; 50O
lobby Meet complainant; N
Texas St. Pedestrian SLO; |
Planters St Business alarm;
Fid 2737 Residence alarmg
FM 2737 Livestock on road-
way; CR 2370 Medical assist;
Briges Blvd. Fire alarm; Hwy,
195 Debris in roadws ay; Hw'.
195 Accident; Clark Dr.
Medical assist; CR 1320
Harassment; CR 4453 Acci-
dent; M Texas St. Motorist
assisk,

T-4: CR 4510 f‘;uﬁpicituh
activity; CR 1628 Medical
assist; S Texas St Ciry
ordinance  violation; CR
2370 Conerolled bum; CR
4254 Medical assist; Hwy, 19
ar CR 2324 Beckless driver;
N Texas St Motorist assist;
Bavine St. Warrant service;
CR 3480 Alba Reckless
driver; W Cuitman St Open
door; E Lennon D Acci-
dent; 5 Texas St Accidenr;
CR 1470 Welfare concern;
Hwy, 195 at CR 2314
Abandoned vehicle: Ravine
St Warrant service, Ravine
St Agency assist; Duffy St
Di:iut{]&rl'l.' -:::«1n]ucr; CR
22110 Livestock on roadway;
CR 2430 Domestic distur-
batce: PR 7717 Ncighfmf
dispute; PR 7703 Neighbor
dispute; FM 2946 Grass fire;
Hw'. a_?"} “*ua]‘lluuuw acriv-
ity; CR 1320 Vehicle fire; In
the lake Stranded 1‘!.1':1[1.*1.
CR 3325 Animal welfare
concern; CR 1450 Con-
trolled burn; MeMillan Dr.
Ciry ordinance violarion; CR
2430 Follow up investiga-
Clon,

7-5: CR 3351 Welfare
concern; Meadowview Ln.
Moise complaing; CR 3309
.-‘5|.t1i1':1.‘“|l w&lf:m: COonceri; W
Lennon Dir. Grass fire; Hwy,
276 Suspicious  activicy;
Hw\'. 276 (_3]'.\ct1 L]unr: E
Lennon Dr. Business alarm;

SERUIGE

Huwy, 69 Suspicious vehicle;
CR 3120 Theft; CR 1320
Controlled burn; E Lennon
D, Motorist assist; N Texas
Sr. WEIE:IIE cConceri; {_:R
1540 Abandoned vehicle;
CR 1470 WWelfare concern;
PR 7332 Medical assist; FM
2324 Welfare concern; Hwy,
198 Medical assist; Huwy, 69
Poinr Welfare concern; E
Lennon Dr. Accident hit
and run; FM 47 MNeighbor
L]iﬁl‘lulu; Fh 2795W Medical
assist; Duffy St. Meet coms-
plainant; W Lennon Dr,
Wellare concern; FM 275
Disturbance; CR 3150 Acci-
dent; CR 3150 Meet com-
plainant; 5 Texas St Reck-
less driver; CR 3480 Noise
complaing; FM 2795E Noise
complaing, FM 47 Noise
complaint; 5 Hwy, 69 Reck-
less driver.

T-6: CR 3231 Medical
assist; W Hwy, 09 Suspicious
person; Ave. C Damaged
property; CER 1495 Con-
trolled burm; SO lobby Scam;
S0 lobby Meet complainane;
S0 Release precperty; Hw'l.'.
276 Animal at large; S Texas
St Accident; Hwy, 69 [nde-
cenl  exXposure; S0 ]uH"n.\.r
Meet complainant; Hwy. 69
Reckless driver; 5 Texas 5t
RE[‘-‘-LH"HESH'L:HE Hwy. 2?&
Reckless driver; N Hwy. 19
Medical assist; PR 7795
Dotnestic  disturbance; CR
3025 Trespassing; FM 514
Medical assist; FM 47
I}:H'n:lj_:ﬂl property; FM
2795%W Medical assist; SO
lobby Release property; CR
L640 Meer complainant; CR
2110 Controlled burmn; Hwy,
695 Grass fire; Hwy, 89
Accident; Ave. D Found
property; Santa Fe St. Fire-
works; PR 3451 Strucrure
fire; FM 47 Welfare concern;
FR 5451 Medical assist; FM
779 Animal welfare concern;
FM 2324 Debris in rn:h]wﬁ}';
Hwy, 276 Welfare concern;
CR 5450 Medical assist;
Hw'l.'. G9E Business :!|:'Lr1'|1', W
Tawakoni Dr.  Business
alarm;  lst. 5t Emory
Downed power lines; W
Lln:nnran Dr. Suspicious vehi-
cle.

7-7¢ Alewander D, Husjﬁi-
cious vehicle; S Texas St
Missing person; PR 5501
Disrurhance; Huwy. 69%W
Business alarm; CR 42153
Trespassing; CR 3367 Medi-
cal assist: E Lennon Dr.
Medical assist; N Hwy. 19
Medical assist; Club Cir,
I}En[h; 5 Hv.-":.r. 19 Release
property; FM 3299 Medical
assist; FM 2795 Funeral
ESCOrT; PR 7703 “Warrani
service; CRO 15340 Aban-
doned wvehicle; CR 1621
Welfare concern; CR 4253
Civil matter; Hwy, 69W
Medical assist; Locust Sr,
Vehicle fire; McMillan Dr.
Domestic disturbance; FM
2946 Disturbance; E Lennon
Dr. Reckless driver; S0
lobby Meet complainant; FM
2795E Medical assist; FM
1314 Livestock on I!]h: l‘LHIi!-
way; TR 1399 Brush fire; FM
2324 Investigation; FM 2324
Brush fire.

T-8: CR 2430 Medical
assist; Laresa St Welfare
concern; CR 4254 Medical
assist; S0 Medical assist; 5

& REPAIR

Rains County Leader

Shedd sworn in as Fire Marshal

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

David Shedd, on the left, is sworn in as the new Rains County Fire Marshal by Rains
County Judge Brent Hilliard with Rains County Clerk Mandy Sawyer holding the Bible
following the meeting of the Rains County Commissioners Court on Thursday, July 9.
Shedd was appointed to the newly ereated office by the court during the meeting.

Texas Sr. Welfare concern;
CR 1495 Medical assist; W
Lennon Dr. City ordinance
vielarion; Tawakoni  Dr.
Medical assist; CR 12174
Repossession; FM 514 Dis-
turbance; CR 3390 Medical
assist; CR 1402 Brush fire;
FM 513 Animal bite; CR
1540 Repossession; Hwy.
19N Reckless driver; Hwy,
19N Livestock on roadway;
SO Investigarion; CR 2400
Comtrolled burng Hwy. 69N
Reckless driver; Hwy, 198
Welfare concern; Rhodes
D, Motorist assist; N Texas
St. Motorist assist.

7-9: CR 1402 Grass fire;
Ravine St. Medical assist;
2emile  bridee  Reckless
driver; Quitman St Pedes-
trian stop; CR 1250 Animal
welfare concern; Hwy, 176
East Tawakoni Found prop-
erty; CRO 4480 Controlled
burn; Hwy, 69%W  Aban-
doned  wvehicle; PR 3451
Medical assist; FM 514
Welfare concern; CR 1150
Debris in roadway; 2-mile
bridge Welfare concern; FM
77195 Brush fire; CR 2360
Controlled burn; 5O Woar-
rant  service;  FM 513
Motorist assist; CR 3318
Medical assist.

T-10: FM 513 Tublic
assist; FM 513 Medical
assist; CR 1280 Animal art
large; E Lennoen D Suspi-
cicus vehicle; E Lennon Dr.
Agency assist; Hwy., 276
Livestock on the roadway;
Huwy., 198 Medical assist;
Hwvy. 69 Reckless driver; ™
Texas St Medical assist; N
Texas St. Medical assist; CR
3299 ar Hwy. 2176 Motorist
assist; CR 2610 Animal bire;
Huwry, 276 at FM 2737 Grass
fire; FM 47 Welfare concern;

USINESS

SALES

4304 W. Hwy. 80
TERRELL
972-563-7821
800-926-9534

602 E. Goode
QUITMAN
903-463-2931
We have a complete lumber yard
= 22 Years ~
www.gssales.biz

Rohrer -
Electrii*
Repair

Broken wires?
Get them re-wired

Muotors - Generators
Starters — Alternators
Trailer & Tractor wiring
7olf carts - And more...

Jesse Rohrer
903-474-1477

3549 S FM 779. Emory

This space
just $32.00
per month!

°JCsO

[ [ )
903-473-2211

Computer Diagnostics
A/C Repairs
Mufflers/Exhaust, etc.
Foreign & Domestic
Automatic & Manual
Transmission Repair

[} AL ifr

490 E Lennon Dr * Emory
903-473-2211

903-473-2653

ads@rainscountyleader.com

Maonthly Business Directories:
* Shopping

= Construction

» Service & Repair

® Food

* Agriculture

* New Construction

* Repairs

* Remodel
S Jonathan Christian
e 903-513-0063

jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

E-Te} WIRELESS LLC

Mobility + Internet + Satellite TV

903-473-3393

Cell Phone & Tablet Repair
Accessories and Service
Off the Square in Downtown Emory

REMEMBER GOOD THINGS
HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

CR 2430 Medical assist; CR
1621 Harassment; PR 7795
Welfare concern, FM 2795E
Brush fire; CR 3150 Suspi-
cious vehicle; Hwy. 276 East
Tawakor Maotorist assist.

T-11: Hwy. 6% Distur-
bance; Hwy., 69 Agency
assist; E Lennon Dr, Welfare
CONCErn; Lake Fork
Stranded boater; CR 1640
Medical assist; FM 513
Medical assist; Hwy, [9N
Reckless driver; CR 1140
Medical assist; SO lobby
Meet complainant; SO lobly
Meet complainant; FM 2737
Moise complamt; FM 5135
Welfare concern; E Lennon
Dr. Harassmenr; FM 3174
Welfare concern; E Lennon
Dr. Business alarm; Hwy.
276 Tublic assist; Hwy. 276
Reckless driver; Locust St
Animal bire.

T-12: Quitman St Wel-
fare concern; PR 8241 Noise
complaintg, Hwy., 69 Dam-
:1g|:d. property; 'R 5240
Moise complaing; CR 3190
Suspicious wvehicle; Indus-
trial Blvd. Medical assist; CR
4265 Residence alarm; Hwy.,
69 Business alarm; Hwy. 69
Suspicious  person;  Hwy,
GO Business alarm; Huwy,
69 Suspicious person; Hwy.
09 Residence alarm; FM 513
Medical alarm; CR 4250
Suspicious  wvehicle; E
Lennon Dr. Medical assist;
Hwy., 276 East Tawakoni
Meet complainant; E Quir-
man St Alba Apency assist;
N Texas 5t Medical assist;
CF. 1140 Medical assist; E
Lennon Dr. Welfare con-
cern; Oakleaf Tr. Distur-
bance; Hwy. 195 Suspicious
person; Hwy. 276 Tublic
assist; Hwy. 176 Reckless

driver.

JIRECTOR

Robert’s
Cycle &
Suund LLC

855 E. Lennon Dr.
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2566
800-541-8116

Cycle Parts & Repair
Golf Cart Sales & Service
Auto Accessories

Auto Sound & Security 903-473-2714

The Sheriff's Department
reported 665 calls for the two
weeks, Among the calls
were: | paper service, 3
damaged property, 4 debris
in the roadway, | disorderly
conduct; 10 disturbance, 4

domestic  disturbance, 1
downed power lines, 10 exira
patrel, 5 brush  fires, 2

vehicle fire, I fire alarm, 1
fireworks, 26 follow up inves-
tigation, | fraud, 2 found
sroperty, 2 funeral escort, 3
tl;‘ll‘;‘i.‘.:;menr. 1 indecent
exposure, 3 structure fire, 3
investigation, 7 livestock on
roadway, 71 meet com-
plainant, 3 neighbor dispute,
1 noise complaint, 1 open
door, 5 grass fires, | problems
with a juvenile, 38 public
service, 17 reckless driver, 3
repossession, 3 scam, 1 spe-
cial assipnment, 1 stolen
vehicle, 2 missing person, 1
stranded  boater, | street
blocked, 2 suicidal subjects,
T suspicious activity, 4 suspi-
cious person, 7 suspicious
vehicle, 2 terroristic threats,
2 thefts, 5 warrant service,
27 welfare concern, 3 tres-
passing, 13 accident, 11
controlled burns, 1 death, &
public assist, | 911 hang up
call, 2 pedestrian stop, &
abandoned vehicle, 2 hit and
run  accidents, 4 agency
assist, | bank alarm, 8
business alarm, 3 residence
alarm, 3 animal ar large, 4
release property, 4 animal

bite, 7 animal welfare con-
cern, 1 assault, 9 assist
motorist, 3 city ordinance

violation, 1 civil matter.
There were 2218 rraffic
stops, 137 warnings, 57

citations, 67 medical calls,
and 37 rransports,

Potts
Gas
Company
Propane Gas
for
All Your Needs
Tanks Leased & Sold

POTTS GAS CO.

“Providing the service
you deserve ™

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

i DRIVEWAYS
HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS

&

AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

Owver 20 Years' Experience
4450 Pl 515, Emary,, TX T840

GAS ")
SUPPLY

For All Your Propane Needs
319 State Hwy. 24

Campbell, TX 75422
www.gasandsupply.com ¢ 903-454-6565

(903) 473-3899

Insdadler™s Licemse 1 & License 2
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TEXAS RURAL REPORTER
Five Political Fights Rural Texans Should Watch

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Texas Rural Repornter

Foural Texas has long been
treated as settled red rterni-
tory. Republicans count on
LUr woles. n{"ll'H'lﬂ'.T:'l[H I,T'In' [ 4]
get to know us during elec-
tion years. And neither parry
expects rural loyalties to
shift.

That assumption deserves
another look in 2026, Rural
Texas is not wming blue,
but several issues no longer
fit neatly inside party lines:
vouchers, industrial develop-
ment, affordability  and
I..,'l'l'l'['ll:!lldll‘ ]'.ll.'l‘“'ﬁ,"]'.

Here are five political
fights rural Texans should
watch.

The Politics of Data
Centers

Data centers have become
a test of rural  politeal
power—a fight owver water,
electricity, land, tax incen-
tives and local control. A
Texas Politics Project poll
found 62 percent of rural
T{‘x[ll\}- {'II'!'['":!IH{' Fi I.._{:ltu center
in their community, and
residents are packing hear-
ings  to demand  trans-
paTENCY.

Gov, Greg Abbott, long a
dara-center booster, is shift-
ing under pressure, He now
backs infrastructure cost-
sharing, water reuse, an end
to some tax breaks and even
a ban on data centers in
“rural  Texas neighbor-
hoods,”

Without a special session,
the Lepislature cannot act
until  January 2027, Will
local communities get a real
volce before these projects
rise beside our homes, farms
and schoals?

Democrats Courting
Rural Voters

We can see thar effort at
the party convention, where
Democrats spoke directly to
rural voters; in agriculture
commissioner nominee Clay-
tonn Tucker’s  campaipn
against irrespensible data
centers; and in gubernatorial
nominee  Gina  Hinojosa's
appeal to rural public schools
with her Team Texas Public
Sehool initiative to fight
school closures, advocate for
better funding, and protect
rural public schools. James
Talarico is alse taking his
Senate campaign into rural

COMMITIUNIEeS statewide
Dlemaocrars often skip.

Democrats have recruired
candidates for every state
House seat and every race on
the ballot, including rural
districes where they have not
had the numbers to compete,
Thar is different from Bero
O'Rourke's 2018 run. Bero
took one campaign into all
234 counrties. This rtime,
Democrats are building a
strategy from the top of the
ticket to the borrom.

The U.5. Senate
Race—Paxton vs.
Talarico

This race tests party
loyalty  against  character.
Paxton offers a familiar
conservative identity: com-
bative, Trump-aligned and
cager to confront Democrars
and the federal government.
Talarice  is  building  his
campaign around faith, pub-
lic education, working fami-
lies and corruption.

Talarico does not need to
win rural Texas. He needs o
lose it by less. But rural
vorers will weigh his posi-
rions on abortion, euns,
immigration and energy, not
just his language on faith and
schools,

[n 2018, Bero came within
214,921 vores of beating Ted
Cruz, and Democrars flipped
|2 Texas House seats despite
contesting only 130 of 150
districts. History may not
repeat itself, bur rural mar-
gins matter.

Texas” Extra Billions

Texans are being offered
competing  ideas  for  the
state’s cash reserves. The
rainy-day fund has hit its
$26.5 hilliom cap, with earn-
ings expected to push
rowatd &23.5 billion by the
end of fiscal 2027, Because it
is capped, additional oil-and-
FAS Tevenue now ﬂ”w.‘i jt'l.rl.?
peneral revenue—the same
surplus Abbotr says will fund
his plan.

Hinojosa wants to draw
$17 billion from the fund for
a one-time $1,500 payment
to every houschold. Abbott
wants to elimimate school
property taxes on  home-
steads  using  the ongoing
surplus, A third oprion is o
spend it on schools, warter,
roads, rural hospitals and the
electric grid.

The difference marters.
Hinojosa's plan helps fami-

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
Texas Game Wardens Remove 62 Impaired
Operators, No Boating Fatalities Reported

AUSTIN — Texas Game
Wardens maintained a
strong presence on lakes,
rivers and  coastal waters
across  Texas during the
Fourth of July holiday week-
end. They contacted more
than 10,800 wvessels while
participating in Operation
Dy Water, a nationwide
campaign focused on reduc-
ing the number of alcohol-
and drug- related incidents
and fatalities through aware-
ness and enforcement of
hoating under the influence
on the state's waterways,

Berween July 3-5, 417
pame  wardens contacted
10,817 vessels, issued 1,466
citations and 1,974 warmings
for various hoating  safery
violations, filed 62 boating
while inroxicated (BWT)
charges and  four driving
while intoxicated (DWI)
El:lillj:‘:b. ‘I:{-";Irl.ll.*tl.ﬁ il.l."\-l.l‘ I1l;1LJ.E
20 additional  arrests  for
various other offenses.

The 62 BWI charges
represent the highest num-
ber filed by Texas Game
Wardens during the Fourth
of July holiday  weekend
since 2019,

Despire responding to 25
hoating incidents over the
weekend, game wardens did
[§ TNl ll‘Cﬂ.’j'n'l: iltl."|I r'."EH"T[.\ {1f
boating-related  fatalities,
although numerous  inci-
dents involved serious bodily
injury. There were also two

apen-water drownings; one
at Lake Hawkins in “Wood
{:I.ll.“ﬂ'!f ilt'lL] L0 al I-il.lH.:' Pill.“‘
Firte in Pale Pinto County
along with numerous calls
for boating assisrance
statewide.

“Thousands of Texans
and visitors safely enjoyed
time on the water this holi-
day weekend, and we're
grateful  the majority  of
boaters made  responsible
decisions by wearing life
jackers, avoiding alcohol and
watching out  for  ecach
other,” said Col. Ron Van-
detRaoest, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Drepartment
(TPWD Law Enforcement
Division direcror. “Ar the
same time, the two lives lost
are a sad reminder of how
quickly tragedy can strike
and the importance of re-
maining vigilant.”

In addition o boating
safety  enforcement, game
wardens responded w nu-
merous significant incidents,
including several vessel colli-
sions, a reporced hic-and-run
involving a personal water-
craft, medical emergencies,
arrests  for possession  of
controlled substances, mulri-
ple suspected human traf-
ficking cases discovered
duting calls for service and
proactive enforcement, and
the rescue of a kavaker who
had been in the water for
approximately  three hours

WHEN MONEY STAYS IN
OUR COMMUNITY

POLICE & FIRE DEPARTMENTS

} AND KEEPS U5 ALL WORKING.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

LET'S KEEP OUR DCONQMY GROWING.

STREETS & PARKS

& other dty services

lies once. Abbott's promises
longer-term relief, but only if
the surplus keeps flowing.
The third never arrives as a
check or lower bill, but it
could keep local govern-
ments from shifting
neglected costs onto taxpay-
ers. Rural Texans should ask
who gets the money—and
what happens when it is
Fone,

Republican Fault
Lines

A faule line is opening
inside Republican Texas. I
starts with Cornyn primary
voters unsure they can sup-
port Paxton in November.
For some, it is a wvalues
guestion, not a policy one.

Trump stll has strong
support  among  Texas
Republicans, but approval
drops on government spend-
ing, inflation and  ethics.
Among independents, oppo-
sition is stronger. The ques-
tion s not whether these
voters become Democrats. [t
is whether they are enthusi-
astic enough to show up.

The split 15 also wvisible
among Republican leaders.
Agriculture Commissioner
Sid Miller is pressing Abbort
to call a special session and
pause data-center growth,
exposing the divide berween
leaders focused on corporate
development and rural con-
servatives asking who pays
the price.

Small-government  con-
servatives are watching
Austin direct local schools,
limit lecal decisions and pick
business winners as spending
and centralized power grow.
Rural women, county leaders
and public-school  parents
experience  the failures
ditectly—underseaffed
schools, struggling hospitals
and responsibilities withour
the resources to meet them.

These voters are not ready
to become Democrats. Bui
they are no longer all moving
in the same Republican
direcrion.

About the Author

Suzanne Bellsnyder is editor and
publisher of the Haosford Coueney
Reporter-Statesman and  Sherman
Couney Garette, A former Capitol
staffer with decades of expertence in
Texas politics and policy, she now
focuses on how stare decisions shape
rural life through her newspapers,
including the Texas Raral Reporter.
Subscribe at www, TexasRuralRe-
povter. Subsack com.

without a life jacket after
capsizing,

Boating safery education
was a priority throughout the
weekend. Through TPWD's
Adopr-A-Ramp  program,
our invaluable volunteers
made 393 contacts with
boaters at Joe Pool Lake,
Lake Lavon and Lake Bas-
trop, sharing  information
abour  boating  laws,  life
jacket use and safe hoating
practices  before  people
launched.

Az part of the outreach
effort, TPWD also hosted a
Fill the Boar life jacker
domation event at Cedar Hill
State Park. The event col-
lected 23 adule life jackets,
three youth and infant life
jackets and three canine life
jackers, Once inspected, the
domated life jackets will be
distributed to area life jacket
loaner stations to help make
safety equipment more ac-
cessible to the public.

“Texas Game Wardens
did exactly what Operation
Dy Water is designed to do
by identifying and removing
impaired  operators  before
someone gets hure,”  said
VanderRoest. “While we're
prioud of the work wardens
accomplished this weekend,
the .w';'lt}lzsil holiday weekend is
ane where everyone chooses
te avoid aleohol and drues
on the water.”

Texas Game Wardens will
continue proactive boating

h'ﬁfi.‘['f E"H[THI.?-.. {'li.ll.ll:i“i‘l'll'l
efforts and outreach
throughout the summer,

L"I:llli.ulT;l!_'i.l'i;: l.""r'L‘T'!H e Oy ||:1E
water to wear a properly
ficted life jacket, designate a
.‘ii:li'f'l:]' UPL:'[H“:IT, I'l‘l.(?“i":lr
changing weather conditions
and complete boater educa-
§T81 TR

More information about
boating safery, boating laws
ill'ﬁ.l |.1::-:'|I|:T l."'.l.l.lCil[i'.H:l. =
quirements is available at
eeps: frpwd texas. gov, fishboar/
boar/.

ADVERTISING WORKS
903-473-2653
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TEeExas CoMmISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION
FOR TPDES PERMIT FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER

RENEWAL
PERMIT NO. WQoo013659001

APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION. Steamboat Shores
Owners Association, 2 Steamboat Shores, Emory, Texas 75440, has applied to
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a renewal of
Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No.
WQoo13659001 which authorizes the discharge of treated domestic
wastewater at a daily average flow not to exceed 13,500 gallons per day.
TCEQ received this application on January 15, 2026.

The facility is located at 2 Steamboat Shores, in Rains County, Texas 75440.
The treated effluent is discharged directly to Lake Fork Reservoir in Segment
No. 0512 of the Sabine River Basin. The designated uses for Segment No.
0512 are primary contact recreation, public water supply, and high aquatic
life use. All determinations are preliminary and subject to additional review
and/or revisions. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility’s general
location is provided as a public cﬂurtesl: and is not part of the application or
notice. For the exact location, refer to the application. i/ fzisweb.teeq

XAS, O OCATIONVIADDE I1 b,

Trarlevel =148

The TCEQ Executive Director has completed the technical review of the
application and prepared a draft;{]lyemnt. The draft permit, if approved, would
establish the conditions under which the facility must operate. The Executive
Director has made a preliminary decision that this permit, if issued, meets all
statutory and rvrﬂgul:—:ﬂ;::-réyt requirements. The permit application, Executive
Director's preliminary decision, and draft permit are available for viewing
and copying at Rains County Courthouse, 220 West Quitman Street, Emnrly,
in Rains County, Texas. The application and associated notices are available
electronically at the following webpage: s

rmitting /wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications.

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public
comments or request a public meeting on this application. The
purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit
comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ holds a public
meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree
of Eubllc interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A
public meeting is not a contested case hearing,.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the
deadline for submitting public comments, the Executive Director will
consider all timely comments and prepare a response to all relevant and
material, or significant public comments. Unless the application is
directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to
comments will be mailed to everyone who submitted public
comments and to those persons who are on the mailing list for this
application. If comments are received, the mailing will also
provide instructions for requesting a contested case hearing or
reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision. A contested
case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court.

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN YOUR REQUEST: your
name, address, phone number; al‘:ﬁlimnt's name and proposed
permit number; the location and distance of your property/
activities relative to the proposed facility; a specific description of
how you would be adversely affected by the facility in a way not
common to the general 5;.11: ic; a list of all disputed issues of fact
that you submit during the comment period; and the statement
"[1/we] request a contested case hearing.” If the request for
contested case hearing is filed on behalf of a group or association,
the request must designate the group’s representative for
receiving future correspondence; identify by name and physical
address an individual member of the group who would be
adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity; provide the
information discussed above re‘gnn]mg e affected member’s
location and distance from the facility or activity; explain how and
why the member would be affected; and explain how the interests
the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose.

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the
Executive Director will forward the application and any requests for
reconsideration or for a contested case hearing to the TCE() Commissioners
for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting.

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on
issues the requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not
subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a
hearing be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed
questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water
quality concerns submitted during the comment period. TCEQ
may act on an application to renew a permit for discharge of
wastewater without providing an opportunity for a contested case
hearing if certain criteria are met.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ACTION. The Executive Director may issue
final approval of the application unless a timely contested case hearing
request or reguest for reconsideration is filed. If a timely hearing request or
request for reconsideration is filed, the Executive Director will not issue final
approval of the permit and will forward the application and request to the
TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission
meeting,.

MAILING LIST. If vou submit public comments, a request for a contested
case hearing or a reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, g;()u
will be added to the mailing list for this specific application to receive future
public notices mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk. In addition, you may
request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a specific applicant
name and permit number; and/or (2) the 1'|1,a|i1in§l ist for a specific county. If
you wish to be placed on the permanent and,/or the county mailing list,
clearly specify which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief
Clerk at the address below.

All written public comments and public meeting requests must be
submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin,
TX 78711-3087 or electroni at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/comment
within 30 days from the date of newspaper publication of this
notice.

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of
the application, visit the Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.

id. Search the database using the permit number for this
application, which is provided at the top of this notice.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and
requests must be submitted either electronically at

comment, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality,
Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas ?8711—3;38-;.
Any personal information guu submit to the TCEQ will become part of the
agency's record; this includes email addresses. For more information about
this permit application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public
Education Program, Toll Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at

www.tceq.texas. gov/goto/pep. 5i desea informacion en Espaiiol, puede
llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Steamboat Shores Owners
Association at the address stated above or by calling Debbie Andrews,
President, at 903-530-8024.

Issuance Date: July 7, 2026

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
[ am astonished that you are so guickly

deserting him who called vou in the grace of

Christ and are turning to a different pospel.
Galatians 1:6
Sunday morning Pastor Jerod Haygood
brought a message from Galatians  titled
“The Freedom of the Gospel of Christ.” Jesus
has set us free, and the Apostle Paul was
astounded thar some were following false
gospels and returning to the bondage of sin,
God justifies sinners by grace, declaring them
righteous and free from sin, through faith
and not by works of the law.
This truth came, not from men but from
Jesus who sent Paul to share this truth.

The new sermon series will begin next
Sunday morning — Sovereignty and Silencer A
Study of the Book of Esther.

July 20-22, 6:30-8:00, Family VBS.

July 28-30, Preteen Camp (Grades third-
fifth).

August 2 is Promotion Sunday! Kids
nursery thru fifth grade will move to their
agefarade Sunday School class. All will
continue the Generations of Grace curricu-
lum,

August 5 thru Seprember 9, 6:00-7:00
pom. — Kidz Club, a miniature version of
IGNITE which begins September 23, Activ-
ities will include opening worship, games,
new songs, and basic-level musical traiming.

Emory Methodist Church

B}l Mdr].l White
“But when you give a banguet, invite the
poot, the crippled, the lame, the blind and

Wil 'nh"il.] I,'H.‘ I,'.‘l.l..‘ti.‘\il..‘l.jl.1I

Rewv.
"W"a]king In The Promise:
Enough"
Luke. Jesus was constantly
table

SAVVY SENIORS

David Banks' message was titled
A Table Bi,t_:
with scripture text taken from
Al SHNEOne's
il!'l.l.:l HL,‘ |.'|T|'I.I{I..," I'll'{‘i'ls,] “’Il_l:'l ."i'if'l['l.l.."l:‘i iIE'I.IJ
with saints, with doubters and with disciples.

O July 23 we will go to the Emory Rehab

Outreach ar 10:00 a.m.

friends there. We sing, read scripture and

and wvisit with our

just have preat fellowship.

Luke 14:13

Draryl Mixon.
Hive
kind.

Birthday wishes go to David Vasquez,
Mary Nixon and Covey Ben Griffin.

Pray for Miley Zachary, Angela Johnston,
Kathy Kuba, Caryl West, Doris Wilson, and

a preat hot summer week and be

Doctor visits without the drive:
How medicare covers Telehealth

Dear Savuy Senior,
[ don’t dvive much anymore,
so geting to the doctor can be

a hassle.
They  sup-
g-.':ﬂl.'d tele-
health wisits,
but I'm not
VETY tech
savy.,  How
does  Medi-
care  couer
JIMMILLH! these kinds of

appoint-

ments?

— Trying tor

Keep U

Dear Trying,

You're  certainly  not
alone. Many older adules are
running into the same issue,
Cietring  to appointments s
not as easy as it used to be,
and the idea of using tech-
nolegy for docror visits can
feel a lictle intimidating at
firse,

The good news is that
telehealth has made it much
easier to get care without
leaving home, and ir's usu-
ally much simpler to use than
people  expect. Medicare
covers many of these ser-
vices, too, making it casier to
stay connected with your
health care providers. Here's
a look at how it works and
what Medicare pays for,

What is telehealth?

Telehealth is simply a way
to see o talk to your doctor
from home using a phone,
rabler or computer. Visirs
can be done by video, where
vou and your doctor can see
and ralk to each other, or
sometimes by a regular
phone call.

And don't worry,
don't need to be a

Vi
tech

expert. Many docror's offices
use simple sysrems and will
walk vou through it step by
step. In some cases, all you
have to do is click a link they
send you or answer your
phone at the scheduled time.

[t's also  important o
understand  thar  telehealth
visits are not just quick
chars. They are c::«mljerud
full medical appointments.
Your dector can so over
symptoms, review medica-
tions, discuss test results and
recommend treatment,
much like an in person visit.

Does Medicare
cover it]

Yes, Medicare does cover
many telehealth services.
While relehealth has been
part of Medicare for years, it
was expanded significantly
duting the COVID 19 pan-
demic so people could safely
get care tfrom home, Those
expanded benefirs are still in
place today.

Right now, Medicare
allows you 1o receive rele
health services from home
no matter where you live,
Covered visits include a wide
range of care, such as review-
ing lab results, managing
prescriprions, routine check-
ups, preventive screenings
and even evaluating minor
illnesses like colds, coughs or
infectioms. In many cases,
follow up visits and ongoing
care for chronic conditions
can also be handled this way.

Another big plus is flex-
bilicy. If you ave not comfor-
able with video or do not
have internet access, some
relehealth visits can srill be
done using just a regular
nhone call. And it s not
hmlmd o your primary doc-

tor. Many types of health
care  providers can  offer
telehealth services,

What's ahead!

Here's where things zet a
lirtle uncertain. The
expanded telehealth cover-
age that began during the
pandemic is not permanent,
at least not yet.

Under current law, these
broader telehealth  benefirs
are set to continue through
Dec. 31, 2017, After that,
Medicare will likely scale
back coverage to more lim-
ited rules unless Congress
steps in and extends the
changes.

Even sa, some telehealth
services are expected 1o
comtinue long term. Mental
and behavioral health care,
diabetes education, nurtrition
therapy and certain dialysis
related wisits should still be
covered. Audio only phone
visits for mental health care
are also expected to remain
available.

If you are curious about
telehealth, start by calling
vour docror’s  office and
asking what options  they
offer. They can guide you
through the process and help
vou feel comfortable before
your first appointment.

It may feel unfamiliar at
first, but many people find
that once they try telehealth,
it's a simple and convenient
way to sty on top of their
health, especially when get-
ring to appointments is diffi-
cult.

Send your senior questions to

Sawwy  Senior, [0, Box 5443,
Morman, OK 7307 or  visit
Saveyieniororg, Jim Miller 5 a

contributor ra the MBC Today show
and author of “The Savwy Senior”

honlke

Obituaries

William
1951
Williana "Bill" Camphbell, 75,
died on July 7, 2026, in Emory. He
was horn on May 14, 1951, in
Parma, Missouri, to William
Edward Campbell and Mary Marie
Hull Camphell.
Mr. Campbell attended South-
eri Hlinois Univetsity
Edwardsville, where he majored in

Campbell
- 2026

City, [llinois,

Mt. Catnpbell is survived by his
loving wife, Judy; children, Billy
Campbell and Jessica Camphbell
Wright; grandchildren, Makiya
Campbell, Alysabeth Camphbell,
lsrael Camphell, Josephine Camp-
bell, Tyler Wright, Ellisyn Camp-
bell and Easton “Wright; sisters,

physical education and minored in
mathemarics. He played both
football and baseball, earning numerous
awards,

Adrer dedicating four years o reaching,
he then transitioned into business, working
as a buyer at Calzon before retiring as a
manager at Shell. His work ethic and
leadership left a lasting mark on colleagues
and friends.

Faith was a cornerstone of Mr. Campbell's
life. He cherished attending church at Sweet
Fellowship in Yaneis, and was also a
longrime member of City Temple in Granite

Natalia
1941

An inurnment service for

Matalia Cardoza Doelves, 84, of
F'l'l.'li'l]"rl Wlll I"I. E'l.l,l Ii'l:li Ff]\l i'!r J'.ll.'|r
24, at 3:00 p.m., at Dallas - Forth
Worth National Cemetery.

Ml:‘i. D(!Il‘l."r'l‘.‘; L‘l‘lﬂ,"l..,l iLm _]lll'!l" HI
2026, at her home in Rains
County. She was born on August
:'llsll 194'1 (K4] ]I.."."-ll."- :1!1'..,! I.l]l:L‘
Cardoza.

She was one of fourteen siblings
:ll'l.l.:l ]L‘:I'I."'.."H I‘.'I.‘l'li.]ikl. a ]{'ﬁ}“.'.?{' (3{ I..'I.'I-'II'IE'l.-i."-h'ii'l'l'lI
fierce advocacy and ability to see the
inherent worth in every person she met, Her
E1TL1[L}[]T1L] l.."]'li]'.":lt.l'l}' :l['ld ]'.":l:'il"l'll:{‘ }_':ll.ll..,l.l.."d ]'I{'T
to a career in social work, and she later

Ruth

Funeral services for Ruth
Rouse, 90, were held on July 14, at
Wilson - Orwosky Funeral Home.

Mrs. Rouse died on July 9,
2026, in Sulphur Springs. She was
born on September 5, 1935, to
Orville and Maxine Hooker in
Kokomo, Indiana.

She worked for Disney for 25
years, shaping magical experiences
for cnunriess amilies and helping
to open Animal Kingdom at Disney World.
She later worked for Disney Cruise lines.

She worked rtirelessly to raise her son,
John, on her own. She took great pride in
this accomplishment and considered him
her proudest achievement, as well as her

1935 -

Linda Hormann and hushband
James, and Cindy Hundley and
husband Charles; stepsons,
David Weooten and Dandel Wooten;
numerous nieces, nephews and frends.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
twin sisters, Debra Ann and Debra Jean; and
nephew, James W. Hormann.

Dm[mtmm may be made in Mr. Camp-
bell’s honor to American Cancer Sociery
heeps: ffdonate.cancer.org or  East  Texas
dementia research hitfs: fwwan ixalzresearch.
g,

Don Wooten,
and

Doelves
_ 2026

became an ESL teacher at Rains
Independent School District, She
I.li.l.j '||'||.H.:|'I THOTeE |_|:'|.:||'|. ti.':,“,'.h "r'li:llf.':ll:"'
ulary and grammar. She was a
puide, a confidant and an
U['l.?'il'lilk.ﬂ.'ﬂ]‘.'l.l." HOHITOE H'E LTEAN [T:'ly{"
ment.

She is survived by her beloved
children, Lydia Hamm, Leticia
i Tish) Mackey, Elia Murphy, John
Clark, Jr. and Natalie (Chiguita)
RL‘JEEEU{'; FELITMLE TS _EI:l]!I.]L']ii.]d]'l.."'l'l :i'l'll.j
great-grandchildren.

She was prcu_ded in deach by her loving
E'l.ll‘\.]" |.'|'II.1 ' lu:l“-}_‘ |.'|'IL| Di g |."|. (= :'Il'l.l..,i I h'i['l.'!r'
family members.

Rouse
2026

grandchildren and great-grand-
children. She loved the Lord and
her church in Florida, and she
read her Bible every day, until she
was no longer able o,

Mrs. Rouse is survived by her
son, John Rouse and wife Janice;
grandchildren, John Rouse and
wife, Corbin, and Jill Smith and
husband Hunter; great-grandchil-
dren, Darbi Jae, Tucker James,
Charles Jackson, John Oliver; cousin, Diana,
and numerous nieces, nephews and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents;
preat-pranddaughter, Raylee Jo; brothers,
Ralph, Richard and Larry; and siscer, Janet.

ADVERTISING
WORKS

903-473-2653

803 N.

w70Y) Wilson-Orwosky

Your family-owned, hometown full service provider

Your hometown funeral provider

Full service cremation provider
Pre & post funeral gathering room
Advanced up-to-date technology

903-473-3545

wilsonorwosky @ familyfh.com - wilsonorwoskyfuneralhome.com

Funeral Home

Texas St. - Emory, Texas

Church
Directory

EN©RY

METHODISTCHURCH

We All Mafter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Taxas St
One Block from the Sguare
Sunday School 5:30 a.m.
Waorship Time 10:30 a.m

303-473-2411 « EmoryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH

Pastor: Robert Burns IT
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest

BAPTIST CHURCH | | Baptist Church At

(Independent) 1140 FM 2964, Emory Church of

820 SH 276 » Emory ’ Christ
Sunday School 9:0M0 a.m. Sunday Schaol......9:45 o.m. Bible Classes G0l aam
Warship Service 10204 2.m. Morning Worship.. 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 1000 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m. Evening Worship....6:00 p.m. E’T"‘”jn_g “'I?ﬁhip 6:00 p.m
Wed. Night Service  6:30 pm. Wed. Eve. Service  T:(0 pm.

“Reaching Ot Becanse We Care™
Pastor Keith Prather
ww pilgriesresthaptistchurch.org

Everyone welcome!

Richard Kellam
www poinfchurchofchnst.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

’n?a,emz: Chunch

2 mileswest of Huy 194 on FM 514

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma

551 East FM 2795 \M%

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

We invite your to study God's
worrd wWith ey s,

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
———— Point, TX

Sunday

Sunday Morming

Srrall Groups 9:15am
Moming Worship 10:30am
Evening Warship 6:30 pm

Ronnie Witt- Minister of Youth & Education

Wednesday
Wed. Worship &:30pm
(Adults, Youth, Children)

Choir Practice &:30pm

wiww, bboamony.org

Jerad Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

9034736116 = Sunday School F45a.m Hwy. 69 N. * P.O. Box 68 i _—
{160 Wotshi Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m. ,;%%\ Morming Worship  11:00 am. ;:m“r}.‘ TX 75440 ?I*;ﬂ“‘"'m ““:f;:::::a:\::;:;ﬂ
e e Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m. o Sunday Evening  6:30 p.m. 903-473-2658 A arning Torship
el o Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m Visit stiohnemory.org for Wednesday Night  7:00p.m. | Noo oo mibte Classes~ 00am, | | oo o Evening Warship
Pastor: Jimmy Jarrert " s Aoy Mass times. nursery availahle Sunday Marning ;F:'u-rkhip w00 o, | |0 P - Wednesday Service
Hwys 515 & 779 Pastor Joe Pierce gngiEar:ﬂmmh?m:Et HWY, 275, 3 miles south Sunday Evening Worship  5:00pm. Pastor Dan Wynn
2-1/2 Miles East of Emaory EM 2705 " of Miller Grove Wed, Bible Study T:00 p.m, D03-598-3220
903-269-8737 903-258-1147 & 903-253-0348 903.994-2125 » 9034593219 smorychurchofchristng www. fhepaint.com
y P rk Come weorskip with us
On The Square M aﬁgtEJ BL:::L Sundays - 10:45 am
Comer Of Morth & Planters . I @'l Wedneadays - 7:00 prm
Dewntewn Emnory B EllBVﬂI‘S - >
g 903-473-3357 B ist Ch h
O R i emorybaptist.org aptl st urc
@B APTIST T Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Schoal ... 215 am.  Adult Bible Study ... 5:30 pm.
ris HD-I'. Hfﬂh:-ﬁ. I_:' F"::‘"Eaﬁtg Adul MorningWarship ... 10:30 a.m,  Student Ministry ... 6:30 pm.
Ch nderso inister of Music & Sr. Adults Dr. Jason Rolen - Pastor

Clarks Chapel Church of God

Our Mission and Vision is to help connect people toJesus

903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

{© hitp://www.facebook.com/clarkschapelcogemorytx

6345 FM-47 Point TX
http://clarkschapelcog.org/
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Classitied Uds

473-2653

= CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

5:00 P.W, TUESDAY

ThE Rains County
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes  stare
will be open Saturdays
in July fram & am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open  Maon.-Wed,, &
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- nean on Thurs.

CBHETRUCTI'UN

ROHRAL REPAIR
Welding, machining —
all  metals. Tractor
repair & Equipment
upgrades, mechanical,
electrical, broken
bolts, etc. Small jaobs
are weleome! 903-
474-0899, 430-306
4165, Emory, TX.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our wide
selection of RV FParls
and Accessories. Hwy.
B3N in Emaory. 903-

473-8788.

RENT)/

LEASE
| rorzewr |

For Rent: 3BR/ZBA on

in  Point.

903

half acre
$1.500/mth,
474-3965,

Emory Self Storage,
Hwy., 695, 410 E.
Lennon. Mow offering
climate-controlled

MCKEMZIE LAKE
WORKS Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001, Steelmetal
bldgs., & hame remod-
aling. W mekan
Zielakeworks.com, 903
269-6173.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy.
69N in Emaory, 903-

473-8788.

DODZ0OM AMD S0M3
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry  and  more.
903-259-8541, For
plumbing needs eall
Scott Triek 903-474
4129,

CONSTRUCTION

GAG GRAVEL. All
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able far spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett
S03-268-6910.

LAWNLANDSCAFEMOWING

SMITH'S
LAWMN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly ratas,
903-521-B506, free

estimates.

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintanance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree  trimming &
remaval,

rataining
walls, irmigation sys-
temns, LI 0019094,
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

TREE SERYICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
456-1587. Insurad,
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize
in high risk removals.
Trimming, Remowvals,
Stumps.

HOOTEN'S LAWN
TREE SERVICE, LLE.

Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards,
insured, LIOOT 3094,
903-473-B706, 903-
4744402,

HELP WANTED

RAINS ISD MNEEDS:
Custodian/Custodian
Substitutes, Bus
Drivers/Substitutes,
Food Service Employ-
ee/Substitutes, Child
Development Center
Employes/Substitutes,
Salary based on expe-
rience. E320/month of
full-time employee
health coverage paid.
Apply on-line at https:/
Swww.rainsisd.org
Equal Employment

Opportunity.

July 16,2026 7

PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIG/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIG/LEGAL
NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Elm Cemetery Association
is accepting bids for mainte-
nance of the cemetery until Au-
gust 2, 2026. Contact Kelly Bar-
rett for more information, 903-
269-6060.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM

City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
office located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is
available to the property in
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY

CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
guestion.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of East Tawakoni will
conduct a public hearing to re-
ceive comments from the citi-
zens of East Tawakoni for the
following project:

units. 903-474-9150, AR a2 Wherein, the City of East

503-348-5459. Visit us online: BUY IT! SELLIT! FIND IT! MNotice is given tha_lt original Tawakoni, hereinafter referred
rainscountyleader.com INTHE CLASSIFIEDS! Letters of Guardianship for the L : ;

! person and estate of KEVIN to as the “City . partnering with

Jorinformation, HAROLD BRITTELL were issued | | GrantWorks, will apply for a

Texas Parks & Wildlife 50/50
matching grant to renovate the
City Park located at 288 Briggs
Bivd., East Tawakoni, TX
75472,

Through multiple means of
funding, including Race Across
the Bridge, park fundraisers,
Spirit of East Tawakoni and EDC
donations, the City is prepared
to enter into a grant with Texas
Parks & Wildlife with a match of

L.L. Spencer Real Estate

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959

on July 8, 2026, in docket number
G-75, pending in the County Court
of Rains County, Texas, to Dala
Lynn Brittell and Mark Harold
Brittell. All persons having claims
against the estate, which is
presently being administered, are
required to submit them, within the
time and manner prescribed by
law, and before the estate is
closed, addressed as follows:

Don R. Spen Cer (Owner/Broker)

903-473-2225

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

LLSpencerRealEstate.com

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emaorny
FIRM NO: 10154233

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION Representative R
4 Guardian of KEVIN HAROLD 5100900, plue potentisl i kind
PARTS 4~ PLUS BRITTELL donations.
I e : The Public Hearing will be held
b Aol ooy July 21, 2026 in City of East
: 409 JD Franklin Drive Tawakoni h
MEHUVIOOSIATY 595 W. Lennon Dr. Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482 AHORO Chambers, ,EBE
o Ak e Emory, Texas 75440 Dated July 14, 2026 Etn?%su Bivd., East Tawakoni, TX
s at 7:00 p.m.
- - By: /s/ Leigh Thompson
ggg j;g %ggg — Attorney for Dala Lynn Brittell Harold Chandler, Mayor
-4 /3= Wit wa st cla hor and Mark Harold Brittell City of East Tawakoni

all your banking needs

A B SUDOKU
R s __SOLUTION NOTICE OF PROPOSAL FOR
A g 3 g é g Eg g ;I_! DEPOSITORY BANKING SERVICES
' - 311[8]2]419]6]7]5) Bright Star Salem Special Utility District located in Alba, Texas, is so-
FOREIGN DOMESTIC | |[712 % 8|6 % 51914 liciting proposals from qualified financial institutions to provide depos-
TRANS M ISSION E g g g % ‘21 g 1'1" ? itclg,,r I::;inking s;:awti;::e&;in accordance with the Texas Government Code
Remember us for all your transmission needs: 6181216191117 14(3 AR SR app_lca RN
Overhauls * Clutches + Sealed Jobs » Filter & Fluid Changes 9(71al31216[1(5]8 Scope of Services:
(B YN 20 . Main, Qi - S03-356-4900 « or i 810 5.0 Q| [L1L31914 1718121619 The selected financial institution will serve as the official depository for

the district and provide comprehensive banking services, including but
not limited to:

+ Safekeeping of District funds

* Processing of deposits and disbursements

+ Automated clearing house (ACH) services

* Online banking and reporting capabilities

+ Collateralization of funds in compliance with Texas law
+ Other related financial services as requested

Quinlan Family

wrthout lettmg the
Rains County Leader
know!

Proposal Submission:

Sealed proposals must be received no later than
July 27, 2026 @ Noon at the following location:
238 N. Osborn St.

Alba, TX 75410

Proposals should be clearly marked:
“Depository Banking Services Proposal”

Term of Contract:
The contract will be awarded for a term of 5 years, with the option to
renew as permitted by law.

In order to save time and
money, inform the Leader of
your new address for
subscription delivery
das soon as possible!

FROM $1 1 95.."5ET

+ New Patients Welcome

* Lab on premises

' Relines

+ Soft-Lined Dentures

+ Repairs while you wait

+ Oral Surgery

+ Sedation

* General & Cosmetic Dentistry

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 1998
9011 Hwy. 3348, Suite A
Quinlan, TX 75474

Evaluation Criteria:
Proposals will be evaluated based on factors including, but not limited
to:

+ Financial stability and experience

= Ability to meet the District’s service needs

* Fees and cost structure

» Technology and reporting capabilities

* Compliance with state regulations

Right to Reject:

Bright Star Salem Special Wility District reserves the right to accept or

reject any and all proposals and to waive any formalities or irregulari-
ties in the proposal process.

Additional Information:

A complete Request for Proposal (RFP) packet may be obtained by
contacting:

Wanda Gaby

General Manager903-765-2701

Brightstarsud@yahoo.com

Remember the lost time your family visited the forest? it's o plece
af wandar and imogination for the whala family—whers stories
come to life. And it's closer than you think. Sounds ke it's time to
plan your next visit. Make the forest part of your story today at o
local park near you or find ong ot DiscoverTheForest.org.

BUY IT!
SELL IT!
FIND IT!

For information,
call 8903-473-2653

DISCOVERtheFOREST.ore 2d|




8

LUKE CLAYTON

Game feeders - then and now

July 16,2026

Cantributed phota

A quality timer is a must on any game feeder. With the invention of "The Timer"” pictured
here, the guesswork of ‘when' a feeder throws corn was solved.

| remember well my first
experience feeding deer in
hopes of attracting them w
my  hunting blind which,
the
sixties, was a
couple ol
two-by-fours
tiailed o the

back in

fork i a tree
branch of an
old oak. My

4] [I'LZIL‘

was
prery ]1:111-.]1,'
with working metal, and he
had fashioned a couple of
;-_-;r:n'il,\l.-l']-.}w
from sheet metal.
“Boy,"” says uncle, “we will
nail these to a tree near our
stand, fill them with corn

deer  feeders

and have every deer in the
woods coming o our hunt-
ing spots.”

I'm sure we did attract a
few deer but the problem was
raccoons, squitrels, birds and
just about every other form
of wildlife narive to East
Texas; everything, including
the deer we hoped w attract,
loved corn. [ don't
remember  checking
makeshift feeders when l]w‘,'
held any corn. Back then we
didi't have rrail cameras o
monitor exactly whar was

CVer
Lrar

eating out corn, bur it never
lasted long.

And then back in the
eatly sevenries we began
using electric feeders with
mechanical rimers. Pins were
pushed inte a wheel which
was hooked to a batrery-
powered clock. When the
wheel turmed to the time we
set the pin, a contact was
triggered and the feeder spun
and corn was distribured. ..
sometimes!

These early timers were
very unteliable and even
E*:H‘Ic: then 1 Lll.-:w there had
to be a berter way. Then
along came the eatly pro-
erammable timers that came
with feeders equipped with
tiny motors that were notor-
ous for ‘poing out’ when
exposed to a summet of
m:un:hihu Texas heat. I
remember reading inscruc-
tions that required an elec-
trical depree o
these early feedets. They
worked sometimes bur were
anything but dependable.

In the lare seventies Dan

PrevEran

Moulerie invented the first
automatic photocell feeder.
I remember using some of
these early units that broad-
cast Corfy j1|:i| after sunup

and apain before dark, they
were 8 huge improvement,
bur varying factors such as
cloud cover and shade made
the photocell feeder less
than 100 petcent reliable.

I fitst mer Karl Harmon
back in the nineties. This
was when modern state-of-
the-ar gatne feeders became
popular and were readily
available. Karl owns Ulrra-
matic Feeders in HHL‘.]{[&":.',
Texas, which is a one-spot
shop for everything to do
with hunting blinds  and
game  feeders. Karl is a
mechanical type puy and a
behind the scenes inventor
of many useful hunting
products. | remember several
ears ago at a ]mnlihj_: shovw
when Karl inttoduced me two
some products that T have
been using ever since.

Previously, 1 was chal-
lenged with setting the feed-
i o Cimers, most
were complicated and unreli-

rimes

able. He showed me 1|'|l‘ then
newly invented “The
Timer." Operation of the
unit was straightforward and
after 1.1.':L'l¢:]1i:1}_: Katl demon-
strate the simplicity of the
unit, 1 able o ser
Juulliplc feeding times by
using the up
buttons that controlled the
current rime and the times [
wished the feeder o distrib-

Was

:I]h] Lll.}“r'li

ute cotn. Through the years,
I have tested several differ-
ent models bur for my own
feeders, 1 use only The
Timet. [ have never had one
fail and found them o hold
up well to the hot Texas
summers; they just keep on
ticking!

Katl also introduced me
to “The Remote” which is a
device that remotely tripgers
the feedet ro distribure corn.
The premise is simple, when
game eats all the corn under
the feeder, with the touch of
a butron on The Remote,
there is a fresh supply of feed
on the ground. 've found on
many occasions the sound of
the feeder spinning attracts
animals thar have associaved
the spinning of the feeder
with food.

Mo I.ILJ:'I|E|'|.' feeders h:-d:ﬂ,'
are powered by dependable
heavy-dury with
gquatter-inch and
lithium batreries are {.]Il'il'il(]‘l'
becoming the norm. They
cost mote than lead cell
batteries  but  last  much

morors
shafrs
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CHRISTMAS
IN JULY SALE

JULY 17™ -25™

LARGE SELECTION OF GIFT
IDEAS AT DISCOUNT PRICES

PICK OUT CHRISTAMAS GIFTS NOW,
PAY OFF WITH OUR LAY-A-WAY PROGRAM

BLUE HERON
EMPORIUM

2007 Hwy. 276 » East Tawakoni, TX
Thursday-Saturday 10 AM-5PM
Sunday 1PM-5FM

Another great invention
thar 1 h:wc onmy feeders is
a spinner plate called “The
Eliminator.,”  This  unit
mounts o the quarter-inch
shaft from the motor. It
works on centrifugal force,
when the motor spins, the
unit drops down allowing
coin To [r{f{'|'lc flow from the
downspout. When the motor
shuts off and the shaft stops
spinning the Eliminator rises
and Ii.}_:hﬂ'l.' seals the flow of
corn. This seals the down-
spout  opening  from  rac-
coons, squitrels and hirds
which also saves the hunter
dollars in spilled or wasted
COFTL

Hunters often live two to
fouur hours from their  huane-
ing lease and innovations
such as these insure their
feeder is operational during
the
they are often not spending
a lot of time on their lease.
Hunting& Shooting

Qu:lhw
rigged and ready to po are
not cheap bur there are
options that work well and

suinmer []1ll11[]§.\- "."."E 1=f11

AT |l.‘|.'l.|.{'f.‘-i

save imoney. Self-contained
units available thar
mount to the borom of
barrels. They are that quick
and Lasy o mount. These
units have The Timer and
motor housed in a durable
metal box with a solar panel
:I”:ll_'l:ll."l.‘l. The hunter need
only push the downspour
through the bottom of the
barrel and mount the under

are

the ﬂ:n]rr with serews.

I have a couple of these
unirs ar work close o home,
33-gallon meral
drum and the other mounted
on g 33-pallon barrel. These
seli-contained unirs
good option for someone

one is a

are o

that has the desire to save
money using economically
priced metal barrels. A bir of
welding and an old il drum
can be converted to a very
serviceable game feeder.
Soured or caked cormn in
the bottom of a feeder used
to be a real |‘rt.~h]1'|:1 atd seill
is without the use of meral
cones placed in the bottom
of the feeders. These cones
funnel all the yl‘:l:i11 L|<11.1.'J|.
inte the downspout. With-
out funnels, much of the
grain is on eithet side of the
hole in the centet of the
barrel and times, it
absorhs moisture and  the
feed becomes wer and caked.
Yep,
many awesome innovations
in the way we hunters feed
garne. Now we can simply set
the titnes when we wish to
feed, fill the feeder with corn

Cwer

||I.{‘l'{‘ ]'Iil‘.'l.' |:'H.'L']I

and rest assured the feeder
will work propetly until our
next visit to the lease.
Listen o Luke’s weakly
podeast “Catfish Radio with
Luke Clayton and Friends”
just abour everywhere pod-
casts are found. The current
show can also been heard or
radic stations across the state
ot weekends or online ar
wuap.catfishradio.org,

AEVERTISE

- and
watch
your
business
bloom!

Rains County Leader

50 years ago this week

Gleanings from the Rains County Leader archives

Thursday, July 15,

Queen’s Pageant
Announced, Deadline
Noon August 8th

The Rains County Fair
';_‘}I.]‘l‘l"l'l Pﬂj_'{'.-i'lﬂ {:]1:1il1l1{‘|1: i.ll
conjunction with the Rains
County Fair Association,
'H'h,!.!"f' :-I1'I['|.l.5"|||||ll:{'.\! ||:'|.l," dge
and division of contests for
the 1976 fair to be held
August 19-20-21.

The Pageant will begin at
7 p.m., Thursday, August 19,
with the “Lirtle Miss Rains
Fair  Queen,” followed
directly by the “Junior Miss
Rains Fair Quﬂ'n" Contest.

“Little Miss" contestants
must ke young ladies residing
inn Rains ':.-,:I:JI.II:H‘J' from 3 thru
5 years old. They will wear
shore party or church dresses
and will be ju..ij:-:d on beauty
and poise.

“Tunior Miss' conrestants
st I:"L" R..’Ii.”."- {.:L'Il]]!lt"r
residents and be from 10
thru 1% vears old. They will
compete for the title in the
category of beauty and poise.
They will wear long dresses.

“Miss Rains E:L?Lllil_'\_'.“
pageant will bepin ar §:30
p-m. Contestants must reside
i|'| Rili.li."\- l:.:l:?l]['l.t'!.' :I'I'IILI .l'lL" [[‘J|1i
16 thru 20 years old. She
must be single. If she marries
during her reign, she will
forfeit her crown and the
honors associated with this
o iesr .-i'l'lx] |E|.l." [ITH[ rutner
up will become the winner.
She will be judged on activi-
ties in school, church and
community, homes and
offices held, a short written
essay, Iinterview with  the
judges, beauty, poise and
personal appearance. She
".".'I..”. .l'll." | “’I.‘l.!-r( :l'.l!'l.l.lL'i.] ':,'1 JUTNE
woman, fully capable of
representing the country at
all official funcrions. At the
judge’s interview, the con-
testants will wear church
l.il.!'{‘:‘-h'{‘.‘\'. |":'|.| ||'||.' [h’lj_:l':i]!l 1]1{:"|'
will wear formal gowns,

Any young lady interested
in entering one of the con-
tests may do so by filling out
an official entry blank which
will he available ar the
Leader office, the county
judge’s office or at pageant
E:]1i||r1l1i||ll.‘i| {;.i‘f' Hril]ﬁ‘i]l‘ll.‘i
home in Point. Entry form
must be received by noon
Monday, Aupust 8, 1976 o
be eligible.

46th Annual Rains
Fair Committees
Announced

Tl:'IL' l'.":)'ll'l['lli”:‘l‘L'!‘- |'|il'|."i"
been announced for the 46th
annual Rains County Fair,
which promises o be bigger
and better this vear, accord-

ing to president, Carroll
Wileoa. Fair daves this year
are August 19-21. Commit-
tees are as follows: Wednes-
day night, Gospel singing,
chairman, Helen Johnsing;
Thursday night, beauty con-
test, chairman, Gay Brandel;
Friday night, Commercial
dress contest, chairman,
Dollie Roby; Frday night,
country & western dance on
slab starting at 8, chairmen,
Herschel & Marie Bullard;
Saturday night, sale of live-
stock starting at 9, ralent
show starting at 8, chairmen,
Linda Moody; parade Satur-
day, 2:30 p.m., chairman,
James Berry and Lawrence
Terry.

Gate fees will remain the
same as last year, $1.00 for
adults and 50¢ for children.

Farmers and gardeners are
encoutaged to bring their
proeducts to be on display and
judeed this year.

Rains County's Oil &
Gas Marketed At $2.7
Million

As an area of cheap
energy and energy indepen-
dence faded for America,
Rains County's 1975 crude
oil and nartural gas produc-
tion became more significant
to Texas and the United
States than at any rime since
production began in 1955,

With its  production
marketed for a record
$2, 789,926, the totals con-
tinued as a factor in the
economic health of the
county, according to a study
by the Dallas-based Texas
Mid-Continent Oil & Gas
Association.

Jack 5. Blanton, Houston
independent oil company
executive and president of
the Association, said
increased prices, caused by
the growing shortage of
domestic oil and gas, has
given a multi-million-dollar
boost o the economy of
Texas and the state's trea-
SUEY.

“Increased  prices  help
offset the continuous effect
of the downward trend in
vilume of Texas produc-
tion,” Blanton said, pointing
out that incremental rev-
enues for producers are being

sonked up by mounting
drilling costs.
“The averape cost of

drilling a well in Texas has
jumped from 333,000 in
1963 to $131,000 last year, a
150-percent increase and
one of the reasons why
I0-cent pasoline and low
utility hills are relics of the
past,” Blanton said.

1976

The total value of produc-
tion  statewide  increased
from more than $12-billion
in 1974 to over $13-billion
last vear, a jump of nearly 10
percent,

Rains was one of 200
Texas counties which pro-
duced oil and gas with a
market value in excess of
100,000  last  wear, an
increase of three over the
1974 total and seven more
than in 1973, The county
ranked 165th in the state in
the toral value of perroleum
produced, realizing $11,523
trom the sale of 1,438 barrels
of crude oil; $2.7-million
from the sale of 5.3-billion
cubic feer of The
county's royalty owners last
year received $348,976.

In addition to paying local
school and county properrty
taxes, county producers also
contributed to the support of
state government with pro-
Ll.'ull,,'tji'llﬁ [ax I‘il"}"l'l.'l{"'l'l[.‘i 1,(:!',43]'
ing 5202, 109—%698 paid on
oil surplus; $201,411 on pas
production.

The industry's search for
oil and gas continued in
Rains County, with oil and
gas  developers last  year
spending  an estimated
F130,410 drilling one wildcar
well in the county, which
proved o be a dry hole.

TS,

Commissioners’ Court

The Court was late get-
ting started on account of
the clerk waiting for the
district judge to open his
pre-trial  hearing in civil
district coutt.

Ermnest Holman appeared
with the announcement that
the foundation of the new
vocational building was two-
thirds completed and s
scheduled o be apen by the
middle of October,

It was vored for Commis-
sioner  of Delinguity  to
advertise for bids for a new
loader.

The question arose of
holding an election to sepa-
rate the tax collector-asses-
sor office from the sheriff's
office. This was discussed but
no action was taken.

The rest of the session was
taken up in discussion of the
budget which is in its hom-
ing.

A public hearing will be
held soon. Court will doubt-
less po on much of the week
for the against is long.
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Warhawk |

Heavy-duty frames

Smooth, powerful performance
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COMMANDER PRO
1 L io 18 5 HE Kodyker
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: gguipment to deploy for any mission.
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Stop by today to see for yourself!

HOOTEN'S HARDWARE

HWY. 69 N. - 303-473-8788 - HOOTENSTEEL NET

= FT i Waohibar g i
BE" 0T Dl ORLENE
- Rellabdn, touch, ared

Commercial-grade engines

Multiple deck sizes available
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