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RAINS COUNTY

Commissioners welcome new member, approve courthouse improvements

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains Cuur.rnt_y Leader staff

The Rains County Commis-
sioners Court welcomed  its
newest member, approved a
proposal to replace windows in
the courthouse and agreed to
contracts during the regular
meeting on Thursday, June 25.

Commissioner  Jim  Jones
took his seat on the court for

his  first meeting. He was
elected to the seat in the Re-
publican primary and is run-
ning unopposed in the Novem-
ber election.

He would have become the
Precinct 1 representative on
January 1, 2027, but with the
eatly retirement of Mike Willis,
the court appointed Jones o fill
the unexpired rerm.

The court was presented

with bids for replacement of
damaged windows and the in-
stallation of ADA-compliant
doors in the Rains County
Courthouse, They unanimously
accepted a bid of $185,000
from Phoenix 1 Restoration
The restoration will be paid
with $150,000 that was previ-
ously budgeted for the project
with an  additional  $34,000
coming from the contingency

fund. Officials were informed
that the work could begin in
the next two weeks.

Commissioners reviewed a
retainer agreement with attor-
ney Jim Allison for the court.
Judge Brent Hilliard stared chat
the retainer would allow the
county to use Allison on a case-
by-case basis.

Hilliard noted that Rains
County Attorney Robert Viri-

tow is a licensed prosecutor and
has a large case load to manage,
This agreement would allow
the county to have another at-
tormey to assist with legal issues
and allow Vititow o focus on
the job for which he was
elected.

Hilliard stared thar Allison
represented all county judges in

see COURT on page 2
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Leacler phote by CHUCK FITTS

Local volunteer firefighters hand out goodies to kids at the Hometown Helpers event sponsored by the
Rains County Library on Tuesday, June 30. Firefighters from Emory, Point and East Tawakoni as well as
other first reponders attended the hands-on educational event to show off vehicles and hand out goadies

to local youth,

L=

Leader phato by CHUCK FITTS

An EMT from CHRISTUS makes a young resident comfortable as she tells her about the ambulance and
all it does during the Hometown Helpers event sponsored by the Rains County Library on Tuesday, June
30. EMTs as well as other first responders attended the hands-on educational event to show off vehicles

to local youth,

FOURTH OF JULY

Celebrate the Fourth of July
throughout the area

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Though Poppers in the Park
will not be held this year, there
are still plenty of places to cel-
ebrate the 150th birthday of
the United States on  this
Fourth of July.

The Spirit of East Tawakoni
will sponsor the city's annual
4th of July parade on Saturday,
July 4th at 10:00 a.m. Decorate
your car, motorcycle, bicycle,
golf cart, 4-wheeler, tractor,
horse, or anything that you
want to show off and line up at
288 Briges Blvd. by 9:45 a.am.

“Stars over Fork” will fea-
ture live music, food trucks
and fireworks on July 4th at
the Caney Point Recreation
Area. The Sabine River Au-
thority park is located off

SH154 and participants are in-
vited to bring their lawn chairs,
blankets, coolers and enjoy
some food, drinks and sweets,

Food trucks will be available
at 6:00 pom. and live music fea-
turing Jason Waldon and the
Alibis starts at T:00 p.m. A
fireworks show is scheduled to
begin at dusk.

The City of West Tawakoni
will hold their annual Indepen-
dence Day Celebration at the
city park on Friday, July 3,
starting at 6:00 p.m. The con-
cert lineup includes Michael
Summers & Cody Cresswell,
Martin  Antonio & Brayden
Stewart and the Zach Romo
Band. The evening will include
food trucks, vendors, family
fun and fireworks at dusk.

see FOURTH on page 2

POINT

Council reviews maintenance
contract; accepts bids

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Point City Council held
a regular meeting on Thursday,
June 15, to review the contract
for water tank maintenance,
consider bids and consider
grant variances.

During the meeting, a repre-
sentative from J&A Coating
appeared before the council to
update the status of their con-
tract to maintain the city’s wa-
ter tanks. He stated his crews
have been keeping busy with
rehab of other tanks as they
waited for the approval to be-
gin the job of refurbishing the
Clearwater tank.

The Clearwater tank would
have to be taken offline and
temporary storage required.
City officials had agreed to in-
stall a new rank at the site for

future use, bur the approval
from Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) rook a year.

With the city now finan-
cially unable to purchase the
tank, they are considering us-
ing water tanker rrailers for
storage while the Clearwarer
tank is rehabbed. The cost for
the tanker rental and installa-
tion  would  cost  around
60,000,

City officials questioned why
the ciry was paying 510,000 per
month o J&A Coating and
wete informed of the mainte-
nance work and rehab of other
tanks that was being done on
the city's water system.

The council asked for irem-
ized reports on wotk performed
by the company duting the

see POINT on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Margie Giger was named Texas TOPS Queen

Giger stays busy outside of TOPS
and has been selling AVON for 20
years, which she loves. She also vol-
unteered at a Lakes Regional facility
where her oldest son went to school,
and she was named volunteer of the
year for going above and beyond her

By JUDY KRAMER
Rains County Leadar contributor

Margie Giger was selected as the
Texas TOPS Queen for 2025, after
losing 100 pounds and keeping it off
for many years. She was crowned at
the Texas Take Off Pounds Sensibly
(TOPS) Recognition Days event in
San Marcos on May 22, 2026.
Crowned with her was the TOPS

King Terry Ritch.

Giger found out about TOPS from
a friend that she and her husband,
Charles, mer ar church. The friend
was a member of TOPS and encour-
aped her to join the group. Giger
weighed 319 pounds at one tme,
lost 50 of those pounds, and when

she started membership in TOPS
she was down to 250 pounds. Her
friend picked her up for the meetings
at TOPS and she became successful
at losing more weight until her old-
est son, who had Down Syndrome,
died in 2000. She lost control of her
weight and gained most of it back.
Then, ladies at TOPS, and her hus-
band, helped her to get back on

EIHCI:'C, l-jl‘.l'i_{ 5'1'..‘ Wis .-.iblL

weight for good, leading to her well-
deserved honor of being named

Texas TOPS Queen.

great motivator for me,

“I have five sisters and eight
brothers who were very supportive of
me when [ was trying to lose weight,”
said Giger. "My oldest son was also a

responsibilities.

to lose Charles married in

Giger was born and raised in
Matagorda, Texas, but after she and
1967,
moved to Colorado for a while. To-
day they live near Miller Grove.

She and her husband have a cat
named Miss Kitty, Charles, a retired
electrician, likes to watch shows
such as “Walker Texas Ranger” on

see SPOTLIGHT on page 3
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MmuRity outhe
S organigations

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.1., OPEn mestings.

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903
243-6766 01

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m,,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
. Housten 5t., Edgewnood, 903-
8%6-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
ath Men., 5:15 pm., 215 N.
Duffy 5t., Emaory, 903-438-6045.
Buffet brsakfast - 2nd Satrday
7:00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE - Mon., 7:00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 1<t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
FM 514, Emory, $03-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs,, 11230 a.m., wiww.
lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Znd Tues,, 1-3
p.m. 483 W FM 515 Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
TX. Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - ath Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. &9

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Man.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Centar

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
15t Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Centar, #03-269-
Bads

RAINS AMATEUR RADID
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each manth
9:00am.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB -
1stMon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon,, &:00 pm.,
Jan., Mar., May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIERARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m.,
Febe, Apr, June, dug., O,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GEMEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Canter,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
~July 31 & Oct. 30, &30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a.m.-noon,
903-398-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m,,
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
A Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 ar
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jnd Tues., 7:00 p.m,,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tugs, 6:45 p.m,
Print City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rrains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dth Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 150 5CHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 pm,,

Philip Alexander Bozrd Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

Jrd Monday, 6:30 pm,,
Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tieas, and Thurs,, 8:00 a,m, -
5:00 p.m, 110 E Morth St
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 9039747231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Opan Mon-Fri. 7 am-4 p.m
903-473-5099 or 5098
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NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
|:1K." li'li‘l‘l'l }'ﬁ"ll'l'l'I\].-i'ﬁ'-T]!lllT'i\_[:l'!f
in the building behind the
public library on Hwy, 69 in
F.I:n-.}r";'. HI.Hl]'h' fhr Ml::l'l'l.'
Wed. are 8:00 a.m,-4:00
po, closed noon-1:00 p m.
HLH.]F'I En::ar T]'HIT'“,I i'l. dare ':":I
am.-noon, Thrift sales wll]
be open every Saturday in
July from 8£:00
Funds gzo to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

American Legion
breakfast Sat.,
July 11

Babk Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #156
will hold a breakfast buffet

AT =TI,

on Saturday, July 11, from
T:00-10:00 amv. ar the Post
home at 215 M. Duffy 5t in
Emory. Takeouts are offered.
Payment is by donarion,
which goes towards  the
upkeep of the home and for
vererans' projects.

Friends of Rains
Library book sale
July 24-25

The Friends of Rains
County Library Big Book
Sale will be held ar the Rains
County Public Library, 150
Doris Briges Phwy., Emory,
on Friday, July 24 and
Saturday, July 25, 9:00 a.m.
to L:00 pum. Prime selection
is on Friday and Bargain Day
will be on Saturday. Fill a bag
for $4.00, fill a box for $8.00.
Cash or check only.

COURT

Continued from page 1
Texas as well as the Texas
Association  of Counties
(TAC). The agreement was
unanimously approved by
l]'l{" COHITE.

The court approved a
resolution  to implement
Title WI pnlir}; for Rains
County to be in compliance
for federal funding for the
l{']'."l.-i(.:L"]'lﬁi."l'll_ (flt. t‘l'l{' |:1Ti.L,|L'|l‘ LM
Rains County Road 1495 by
the Texas Department of
Tr:mn[mrl:ninn. Title W1 1=
part of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 and prohibits dis-
crimimation on the basis of
race, color, or national origin
I any program or activicy
l]'l:'ll, T{‘I'L:{"i'l."L"ﬁ h‘d-.‘r:ﬂ ﬁ.li;ln-
cial assistance,

Commissioners discussed
apticms for the slgn in fromt
of the Hill building and
approved for the new sign o
identify the building as the

Bains County Public Safery
Eul! I'||'|L T]!lt'!l l::l[ 3l h] |['|.I.:|
accepted all bids for road
materials for the county.

T]'II." COHre :I.]'I]'ITI.E"\'I."I..,l. e |
motion to accept an inter-
local agreement with the
City of Point for road work
and environmental safety.
They renewed the county's
|:'|.i.':'||.|_]5| I:'ll.-il'l
through TAC and approved
rescheduling the July 23
['ll{‘l.‘ll['lj: [ €4 Jll]':,' 3':' s
commissioners will be gone
for training.

All commissioners were
present for the repular meet-
ing.

TIiL" R:li.ll."- {_:I'lll'l'll',' {:{'l]'l!-
missioners have scheduled
their next meeting for
TI'I.l]I.'.‘ix]il'!,', _]1l|'!.' 9. in the
courtroom of the Rains
County Courthouse.

insurance

SPORT CAMPS

Basketball Camp
July 6-9

The Rains  Basketball
camp for boys and girls will
be held July 6-9 in Talking-
ton Oym. The cost is $60.
The session for incoming
second through sixth praders
will be 10:00 am. to noon,
while incoming  seventh
through ninth graders  will
hold camp from 1:00 pan. to
3:00 p.m. Campers need two
bring warer borrles  and
sports related gear. For more
information, contact  the
school ar 903-473-2222 or
email oakesbi@ rainsisd.org.

Football Camp July

21 &22

The Rains Wildcat Youth
Football Camp will be held
on July 21 and 22 ar Wildeal
Stadium from 500 pm. w
7:00 pam. The camp is for
second  rhrough  ninth
graders and the cost is $50.
Campers need to bring water
botrles and sports relared
gear. For more information,
comtact the school at 903-
473-2222 or email oakes-
biatrainsisd.org.

Turn your savings into
paychecks in retirement

Retirement changes
everything — especially how
you feel about your money.

After vyears

of  saving,

spending

can feel

uncomfor-

: able. But a
BMDMBERIS clear ?tmta
Eadrd i egy welps
Finumeinl A YOu o Imove

forward
with confidence.

Start with a conservative
budget and give vourself
petmission o spend  those
Amounts.

Mext, consider
',;:ll:ll'li1'l|L'DL] i1'IL":'l]'|ik'..
annuity, to create
cash flow,

A cash cushion helps you
avold selling in down mar-

adding
like an

steady

kets, so try to keep about a
yeat of withdrawals in a cash
account and three to five
years' of withdrawals in
f‘:|.'||.|1'|:-[L"|||'| invesiments.
Review your plan at least

annually and adjust after
major life changes.

And  stay  flexible —
adjusting  spending  when
markers decline can help
your retitement  strategy
endure.

Wirh a rthoughiful

approach, you can help make
your savings last and enjoy
I |.'| e Tel i.j'L'l“l‘”[ 'p"i'll.ll'n' [
camned. A financial advisor
can help you build a strategy
1.1ilnn.'-.ﬂ to your goals and
your lifestyle,

This conrent was
Edward Jones for use by Brandon

Q beres, vour Edward Jomes financial
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592,

|"'r'.l'.'i\.:.l.'\.i. by

Friends of the Library
Writing Challenge

The Rains County Friends
of the Library are hosting a
Wriring Challenge for all
writers under the ape of 18
who live in Rains County.
Submissions are due ar the
Rains County Library during
the Book Sale July 24-15.
Each essay must begin with
the prompt “My  Magical

Summer” and can be ryped
or handwritten but must be
legible, Apes 9 and under
may submit two paragraphs,
10-13 year olds a page, and
[4-18 yr. olds two pages.
There will be prizes for each
essay that meets all require-
ments,

Brandon R Roberts
CFP'

Financial Advisor

132 M Texas 5t | PO Box 1221
Emary, TH 75440
S03-473-1592

BAKT-SEA40-4-A4 AECSRAD

Edward Jones

Member SIPC

Holly Wasson
Financial Adwisor

132 N Texas 5t | P O Box 1221
Emary, TX 75440
903-473-1582

> edwardjones.com

FOURTH

Continued from page 1

Lone Oak will host the
Red, White and Bloom on
Saturday, July 4, on the town
square from 2:00 p.m. to
8:00 pom. Everyone is invited
to the square for food, ven-
dors, [}, bhounce house,
family fun and more. A
fireworks show s scheduled
for dusk.,

In Greenville, the Annual
Bottle Rocket Bash theme
will be “Celebracing 250
Years of America” on Sarur-
day, July 4, from 6:00 pan. to
10:00 pm. in the Greenville
sportsPark  ar 3603 Leo
Huackney Blvd. Admission is
free with live music, food, a
|;|111-[1.1Cked Kids Zone, fam-
ily-friendly activities, and a
fireworks show ar dusk.

First f‘l.r'{nnd:l':.' Trade Days
celebrates the 250th hirth-
day of America with two
days of fumn.

Adter o day of shopping
the trade grounds on Friday,
July 3, finish the evening
with a concert by Roger
Creager at the West Side of
First Monday Trade Days

Grounds. Gates open at 5:00
pome, Matt Bradshow opens
at &:00 pom. followed by
Foger Creager at 7:30 p.m.
Parking is $10.

The celebration continues
on  Sacurday, July 4, in
downtown Canron with the
Bicyele Decorating contest
at 30 am. and Water-
melon Eating contests at
10:00 a.m.

The annual 4th of July
parade  through  Canton
beging at 10:30 am. The
parade route starts at the
First Baptist Church of
Canton, turns east on Hwy.
64 towards downtown, turns
south cnte Buffalo St and
concludes at Canton Junior
High School.

A car show will be held ar
the west side of First Monday
Grounds starting ac 5:00
pom. The fireworks show will
begin at dark.

Enjov a safe, fun and
festive 250th Fourth of July
celebration this weekend in

East Texas.

POINT

Continued from page 1

time that the city had been
paying them. The item was
tabled while council mem-
bers explored options to pet
|11l‘ r{‘]*;IIT.‘i ({4 |I:'|.L" {:lL'ilf“'il.‘{"l'
tank completed.

The city council was
E"I.'l".‘il‘['lJL'l.l “'j!l'l il I""l'L] 4]
complete work on a 4-inch
sewer main. Anchor Plumb-
g wWas {:;lll‘."l.l. Ly Il‘:‘-'.fl."n'{' i
resident’s  problem,  but
decermined that the problem
was on the ciry's side.

The contractor replaced a
pipe thar had been compro-
|'||.i.!‘-i'\.] I:"'_n' Iree Tools i|.1'|l.|
determined that the next
section did not have the
proper slope for flow, The
bid presented would pay for
the work already completed
e - 'r\'l.‘[l i l‘:l.'n'l."li.:”-t'l;-_f |:|'|L"
slope.

Ciry officials stated that
.-‘:".Il.t'iil::-r P]I.:|1|.11'-:i1'|j_' El.il.l.l. ]"'L'L‘t'l
allowed to work on the city's
sewer due to public work
staffl being over burdened.
The bid for $15000 was
unanimously approved.

': :l.'I UlH.':i.l e |.]""L"1'."\-
reviewed a bid to replace the
doors at the Point Commu-
nity  Center. The  Poin
Ladies Civic Club told city
officials chat they would pay
l'i"]' ]E:i‘l[‘ l1r ||:'|.l." Corsl T fl."i\'l.il.l.'L"
the two front doors and the
back door into the kitchen.
A bid for $5,000 for the work

was unanimously approved.

The council considered a

variance to place a 28x56

manufactured home on a lot
L F}\-i Jf]' TI:'IL ]i(?l]:ﬂ. |:1 i
2016 model and over the
square foorage requirement
illll.l. Wils ;lE"]"Ti"'i'l."l.l ll""l\' l||'|L'
council by a 3-1 vote. Coune-
cilman Douglas House vored
against the vatiance.

A variance to place a
1450 mobile home buile in
.1':'[4 {11 A vacand ]'i"'l al II;I
Meadowwview Lane
denied as the manufactured
I:l.l.H!'lL' WS I:"i"l{"“' ||:'|.L" ."\-l.ll.].ﬂ'L'
footage requirement.

The council tabled a
replat of a lot ac 1094
Industrial Blvd, into two lots
as there were questions on if
I |'IL' new Ii k1| 'r’l-"i"lﬂl.i I:'l.i Ve
utilities and meet mininmum
lot size.

':: :11|.]||.1.':i.| mem I‘L"'l'."-
reviewed the budget of the
Rains County  Appraisal
District, approved the yearly
contract for software for the
municipal court, switched
elecrrie providers to Chariry
Energy and renewed the
city’s health msurance plan
for employees.

The next regular meeting
of the Point City Council is
H':h‘l".l'l l]{‘\.l fl|1' TI:'IU f.‘\-l.]il'f'. JUI.'!{
9, at 6:00 pam. in the council
chambers of the Point Ciry
Hall.

Was

about how to play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
number can only be usad once ;m each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www sudekuofthaday.com for further tips and help
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L.L. Spencer Real Estate

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959

Don R. Spencer (owner/Broker)

903-473-2225

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

LLSpencerRealEstate.com
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595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440

903-473-2950
903-473-3657
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CITY GIRL

The Gettysburg Address - Then and Now

By Linda Brendle

The speech we now know
as the Getrysbure Address
was delivered by President
Abraham Lincoln at the
dedication ceremony of the
Soldiers’
Mational
Cemetery at
Getrysburg,
Pennsylva-
nia on
Novemhber

. 19, 1863,
UNDABRENDLE | he ceme-
Leunader rer}' Was Cre-

cori o ated as a

burial place
where Union soldiers whao
died at the Battle of Gertys-
burg were honored and
remembered. Around 3,500
Union soldiers were buried
there. In the beginning,
some Confederate soldiers
were also buried there, but
most of them were later
moved to other cemeteries.

Contrary to the legend
that was popular before
digital research was available
to say otherwise, Lincoln did
not write his speech on the
back of an envelope on the
train as he traveled o Get-
tyshurg, The first draft was
written  in Washington
weeks before November 19,
and the speech was fine
tuned in the hotel where he
stayed in Geteysburg, All of
the five copies of the address
are on regular paper.

But the few words he
spoke in less than three
minutes were powerful. He
defined the Civil War as not
simply a strugele over slavery
-.mdl stares' righrs but as a
larper struggle for human
equality and the preservation
of what has been called “the
American Experiment” — the
formation of a representative
form of government in which
the power was spread beyond
a hereditary monarchy or a
national church.

If Lincoln gave the same
speech at a celebration of
America's 250th birthday,
what might it sound like!

Four score and seven vears
ago our fathers browght forth

om this comtiment @ new nation,

concetved in liberey, and dedi-
cated to the proposiion thae all
men are created equal.

First, he would have to
bepin with a different num-
ber. “Four score and seven
years apo” would become
“Two hundred and fifty years
azoe.” And some would argue
that the word “men” should
be changed, but since Mir-
riam Webster defines the
word “man” as “a synonym
for humanity  collectively
{humankind}, or a peneric
human being," T believe M.
Lincoln would let this one
stand. One  commentator
said thar his use of the word
“proposition” was a chal-
lenge for the United States
[ ]‘lrll'l"‘.' .||:'|..'i| i t'l.:‘l.l‘t';“‘i
founded on human equality
was actually viable, Though
that challenge is certainly

valid today, the preater
challenge seems to be to
agree  on  exactly  whart

human equality means.

MNow we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing whether
that natiom, or any nation so
comceived and so dedicated,
can long endure...

We are not currently
involved in a civil war like
the one Lincoln referred o,
but “a conflict.. between
two of more opposing fac-
tiots of citizens. ..with a goal
of changing political poli-
cies” defines our current
sociery perfectly. One big
difference is thar Lincaln's
audience knew what the
goals were of the separate
factions involved in the War
Between the States, and
standing as they were on the
grounds of a cemetery for
those who had sacrificed
their lives for those goals,
they knew whar the cost of
attaining those soals had
beert and would continue o
be. In today's society, how-
ever, it's unclear what the
ultirnate goals of many of the
factions are, and it's nearly
impossible to distinguish the
good guys from the bad buys
or to know what the ultimate
cost will be. With that in
mind, Lincoln might change
this phrase to  “testing

whether any nation  so
chaotic and so lacking in
direction can long endure.”

It is for ws the Lving, rather,
to be dedicated heve w0 the
unfinished work which they
who fought heve have thas far
so nobly advanced. Tt is rather
for us to be heve dedicated w
the great task remaining before
us, that from these honored
dead we take increased devo-
tiom to that cawse for which
they pave the last full measure
of devation, that we herve highly
resolve that these dead shall not
have died m vain, thar s
nation, under God, shall have
a new birth of freedom, and
that governmene of the people,
by the people, for the peaple
shall not perish from the earch,

After honoring the dead,
Lincoln challenged the living
to dedicare themselves o
completing the unfinished
work of those who had given
somuch, and to remember-
ing the cause they had
worked for. Whar cause? A
new freedom, under God — a
government of, by, and for
the people - all the people
and not just those who agree
with you.

He ended with a warning
of what would happen if they
failed. They would suffer the
same fate that has eventually
fallen on every grear society
through history — the people
have perished from the
earth. And [ think that's
exactly how Lincoln would
end his address if he were
here with us roday.

As T end this column, |
wish America, and every
American, a happy 250th
Birthday. And [ end with =
prayer: that this nation, under
God, shall have a new biveh of
freedom, and that grvernment
of the people, by the peaple, for
the peaple shall not pevish from
the earth.

If a kingdom is divided
against itself, thar kingdom

cannot stand. Mark 3:24

Limda Brendle wrires a weekly
Hil.|'||:l.‘-|
Chuteh. She is a published auchor
arul also wrines abour caregiving,
fatthy, and family on ber blog a Jugp:/
fwww. LifeAfrerCaregiving.
WaordPress.com. You can e-madl her
ar LindaBrendlemyalin.comn.
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SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

television. Giger goes to
meetings every Wednesday
and motivates other mem-
bers by coming up with game
ideas such as modified bingo
and bean bag toss. She also
gives members exercises they

can do at the meerings and
at their homes. She said the
best exercise for herself is
walking.

“Wever give up!™ said
Giger. "Keep trying and
inside your heart say to

TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
Texas county officials push for local say
on data centers, water protections

AUSTIN — Two Texas
county officials teld state
]:lwnmk;‘rs La:ct W|:|:|c lh:ll_
rural communities need a
greater voice in decisions
;!lmul ];1rf_-;|:-:.|;:|l:: d;!l:l center
development — including
the power to protect water
:-upplir.-i those cominunities
depend on.

According to a  press
TL‘I.I.',"LI.EII.‘ !-TI.'HI'I 1,|'H." TL‘X'{IL“«- A&'i(:l-
ciation of Counties, Victoria
County Judge Ben Zeller and
TI.H:!'I. {}",‘.‘,‘]! {_:l'll.l'l'lt'!." CI.H!'I-
missioner Shawn Manny
testified June 23 before the
H-nus«r Cc:amnritu't.'. CH Nntu-
ral Resources. Their appear-
ANCE COMmes as COnCerns
;!lm'ul gl;ltn Center gln:!.'e.'.]np-
ment have grown among
rural Texans, including resi-
k[l.."l'il.‘i who I'l:_l'l.-'{‘. ru.i::u:d l'.]w.
issue with the Rains County
Commissioners Court.

D;ﬂ;l centers |!'l|.Hl.‘il.'..' t]u'.
computer servers that power
cloud computing and artifi-
cial i11t|:|]i.f_:|:|u.'.|: u.pp]ir;ulin:l::i.
The facilities can consume
millions of gallons of water

SHSU

Sam Houston State
2026
Deans List

HUNTSVILLE, Texa: — Samantha
Houchins of Emory, and Seven Hart and
Sarah Roberts of Point earned the honor of
being named o the Dean’s List for the
spring 1026 semester at Sam Houston State

University’

University in Hunesville.

Students listed on the Dean's List of
Academic Honors at Sam Houston State
University in Huntsville, are underegraduates
who have achieved a grade proine average o
at least 3.5 out of a perfect 4.0 in all work
attempred while enrolled in not less than 12

semester houts,

daily for cooling and place
heavy demands on local
]'."I.'I'“'{'.T ﬂTikh‘- El'l'll\! f';!l;,l.l.:lﬁ —_—
concerns that have surfaced
in rural counties across the
state,

Under current law, coun-
ties have limited authority to
Tl:ylllillﬂ" .‘i'l,l.lf.'.l'i 1'|T11j‘l‘.l:|,.‘i CWET)
when residents hear the
direct impacts. Zeller asked
]:lwl'l'l.;lkt,"'rﬁ (K81 l:i'l'l'l.‘i'idl‘l'
reforms allowing counties to
require buffer zones near
]'I'::ll'l“,".\,"- :'I['l.l.j E}IT['l'l.ﬁl ['l'l.;,ll'il.._l.;,l.l,ﬂ'.
water impact statements
from large industrial users,
atd hold pul‘l]ir; ]w;iring:: for
projects above certain size
thresholds,

Ot success reCuires that
the economic development
and the projects that we
weleome today don't jeopar-
dize the resources furure
generations of Texans will
l..,[l.."i'll"l'ld 41170 t(!l!'l'l.l.lf]'{'l“".,“ EL‘IIL‘T
told the committee.

Manny drew on firsthand
ﬂ':l:p{‘f'i{"['l.lf.'.l.." i!l TH"I (_;TI.."I.."!\
County, a drought-prone
region where residents have

SHSU

yourself “YES" | can do this.
It took me 20 yvears to lose a
total  of 219  pounds.
Through God and my family
and friends we all did e
together.”

raised concerns abour a
proposed large data center's
ﬂ.'fﬂ.'.{'.l, Oan waker .‘i'l,l.l}E"]i.l.."ﬁ .;!'l'lli,l
community characeer,

“Most anybody would say
l|!1ill WAber 15 our imost pre-
cious and valuable resource,
but [ disagree,” Nanny said,
Tl.";,l.kl.:i['lf_: '|-:|'L1rl1 TL"‘I'lhif‘I{E I'H'.
gave at a local community
Learing, “Our most valuable
TESOMITCE i.ﬁ 1,|'||.‘ I‘.'L‘l'l]'.llﬁ' 'n\'l'H'l
live here.”

He urped the committee
to set limits on large-scale
data center construction and
restore local officials’ ability
KN 5511':1|c forr l|1|:i1' Ca-
stituents. His remarks drew
applause from those in atten-
k[lll\ﬂ'.ﬁ".

Both officials said Texas
can lead in economic growth
while still EIVIng counties the
tools to protect their com-
munities. “The goal is not
R'.]“:ll.'l’.‘i:i'l'lg |:_1{'1,“'ﬂ'{"]3| l‘{:i:l“(“'l'l.l‘ﬂ'.
growth and preservation of
resources,” Zeller said, “but
insisting on both.”

Sam Houston State
University
President’s List

HUNTSWVILLE, Texas — Samantha
Houchins of Emory and Sarah Roberts of
Point earned the honor of being named to
the President's List for the spring 2026
semester at Sam Houston State Universivy
in Huntsville.

Students listed on the President’s Honor
Raoll at Sam Houston Srtare Unh.'{'.r';iitv_r' in
Huntsville, Texas, are undergraduates whe
have achieved a perfect 4.0 grade point
l.l"r'{,"l'ilg{‘ il'l. \I.” 'n\'i:l]'k }Il[l.,"l'l'l.l"."tl.,"d 'n\"l'li.l‘,'. ﬂ‘]iTlTlIﬂ'kl
in not less than 12 semester hours,

12026

Yisit us online at: www.rainscountyleader.com

The strange story of Silence Dogood

“If woue woneld mot be forgot-
ten, as soon as you are dead
and rotten, either write things
worth reading or do things
worth writing,”

Benjamin Franklin — [ 738
Paor Richard's Almanac

Ben -
jamin
Franklin is
pechaps my
favorite
Founding

Farher. In  colonial
the annals
J0DY DYE of U3, His-
Typewriter Weekly  tory, there
are few

characters who were more
interesting and few who were
more  important  te the
American  cause  than
Franklin, Known for his wir
and wisdom, he was a true
polymath - a creative writer,
printer, publisher, scientist,
inventor, statesman, diplo-
mat, and political philoso-
pher. Without his ufkfurlr.-.- to
procure the help and support
of France during our Revolu-
tion, we might still be under
the tule of the bully Britsh.
Franklin's contributions to
Ametican life are almost oo
TUMErous b mention.

Franklin was the only
Founding Father o sign all
three of our nation's maost
foundational documents
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the Treaty of
Alliance with France, and
the VLS. Constitution. His
genius and productivity as a
scientist and  inventor is
almost unparalleled. Among
his creations were the light-
ening rod, bifocals, the
Franklin stove, a flexible
catheter, swim  fins, an
improved streetlamp, the
odometer, and the glass
armonica, a musical instru-
ment made of spinning glass
bowls. Franklin founded the
LIS, Postal Service, the first
public library, and the first
fire department.

Franklin possessed solid
economic insight and exhib-
ited a deep understanding of
trade, money, and the paper
currency supply in  the
Colonies. It is A‘r'r'mg that his
likeness praces the highest
denemination of U3, cash in
circulation. Many  today
know him only as the face on
the $100 bill, or the old guy
they keep talking about in
the movie Nationgl Treasure.
But Franklin is one Ameri-
can we should all know more
about. His life was full to the
brim with accomplishment,
adventure, and pood stories.
And of all the Ben Franklin
stories, this is my favorite.
Buckle up buttercup, this is

the strange story of Silence
Dogood. ..

In the spring of 1722,
16-year-old Ben Franklin
was an apprentice laboring in
his older brother's Boston
print  shop. Here James
Franklin published the New
England Courant, one of
America’s first newspapers.
The Courant was a solid
newspaper and known for its
sometimes “seditious” artd-
cles and critical view of the
government. A
common practice for James'
friends and cohorts ar the
time was to write and submir
entertaining letters to the
newspaper. When little
brother Ben wanted to join
the fun and submir letrers of
his own, he was rejected.
James refused to  publish
them. Ewver the creative
problem solver, young Ben
found a solurion o his
predicament. In the process,
le essentially “catfished”
colonial Boston — in the
person of Silence Dogood.

Silence  Dogood  was
Franklin's fictional creation.
A wise and witty widow
woman, she became
Franklin's persona, penning
a series of humorous and
controversial letters to the
paper and people of Boston.
Her first letter explained her
tragic entry into this life.
Here ate her words:

“At the time of my birth,
my parents were on ship-
board in their way from
London to New England. My
entrance inte this trouble-
some world was artended
with the death of my father,
a misfortune, which tho' 1
was not then capable of
knowing, I shall never be
able to forget; for as he, poor
man, stood upon the deck
rejoicing  at my  birth, =
merciless wave entered the
ship, and in one moment
carry'd him beyond reprieve.
Thus was the first day which
[ saw, the last that was seen
by my father, and thus was
my disconsolate mother at
once made both a parent and
a widow."

With her first lerter,
Silence Dogood was warmly
welcomed with empathy into
the folds of Boston society,
becoming the ralk of the
town. She was so popular
and interesting that she even
garnered numerous propos-
als of marriage. And newspa-
per circulation surged, with
Boson's residents  eagerly
waiting to read the widow's
next letcer,

Franklin went on to write
14 Silence Dogood letters
over several months, secretly
sliding them under the dooe
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of the print shop at night. In
these letrers, Silence Dogood
addressed numerous topics.
She poked fun at Boston's
elite, complained about the
treatment of women, and
even suppested the clerpy
were not as moral and
upright as they claimed 1o
be. On rich parents sending
their unqualified offspring to
Harvard, she once noted
that they “were blind to their
children's  dullness and
insensible of the solidity of
their skulls.” She candidly
shared her observations on
various aspects of life in
colonial America, and read-
ers devoured her words.

When James Franklin was
jailed by the provincial gov-
ernment for his incendiary
articles, Ben kept the paper
going, and Silence Dopood
continued to write, A vocal
proponent of free speech, in
response to James' incarcera-
ticn, an angry Mrs, Dogood
wrote:

“Without  freedom  of
thought there can be no such
thing as wisdom and no such
thing as public liberty with-
out freedom of
speech.. . Whoever  would
overthrow the liberty of a
nation, must begin by subdu-
ing freeness of speech, a
thing terrible to  public
traitors., ..

Upon his release from jail,
James discovered that Ben
was the author of the Silence
Dogood letters, and he was
furious. This prompted a rift
berween the two brothers,
leading Ben to leave Boston
and escape to Philadelphia.

In  Philadelphia, Ben
Franklin opened his own
print shop, made his home,
and began to leave his mark
on the Colonies and the
world. As Americans, we
owe a special debt of grati-
tude ro Franklin, one of our
finest patriots and citizens.
He reminds us even roday
that words marrer, and thar
there is no liberty without
free speech and the resulting
writtern word.

Ben Franklin wrote things
worth reading, lived a life
worth writing abour, and
helped  build  our  great
nation. As we celebrate
America's 250th birthday,
let’s remember him.

Thank you Ben...
JODY DYER s s columnst,

author, and former teacher, Described
l"| SN A i RI.'IHII?.‘HII:II."." T, J:II.' | B
baseball  fan, eoffee  ropster, and
sccomplished feral hog trapper. He
likes 1o pead, Apprecties thee ourdoars,
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with his wife in Texas
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A Celebration of America’s Independence
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Sheriff’s Report

The Rains County Sheriff's
Office ook the following
reports of activity during the
week of June 22-28:

Arrests

6-24:
DDavid
EL]wnh] T;l':.l-
lor.  Posses-
sion of a con-
[IH]IL‘L] siib-
stance PG
1/1-B areater
than or L'L]!I:II
to 1 gr. less than 4 gr. $20,000
bond.

H-25: {;L’nr;:l.’ Lee F-L‘;.‘E'I]L'.\.-.
Appravated assaule with a
deadly weapon, no bond
lisred.

HILCHAEL HOPKIMS

sins Cosprry Shenll

Calls

6-22: 5 Texas St Meet
complainant; FM 47 Live-
stock on the roadway; E FM
2795, McMillan Dr. Suspi-
clons activiry; Sheriff's Office
(SN lobby Investigation; CR
3150 Medical assist; Hwy, 69
Diebris in f{\:u]w:l}': PR Medi-
cal assis;;FM 2946 Medical
assist; M Texas St Medical
assist; S0 |uH1}' Meer com-
plainant; SO lobby Investiga-
tior; CR 3324 Medical assist;
Btigps Blvd. Medical assist;
FM 175 Criminal trespass
warning; Hwy, 19N Welfare
CONCert; 5(_] |l1]‘|!1'!.' Meet
complainant; E Lennon Dr.
Motorist assist; N Texas St
Medical assist; CR 1470
Theft; CR 4500 Medical
assist; CR 1473 Grass fire; FM
2795 Meer -;:L|11|.|'!|:|it1:11al; CR
4254 Medical assist; CR 1340
Medical assist.

6-23: CR 4261 Medical
assist; W MNorth St Animal at
large; FM 47 Suspicious vehi-
cle;FM 3299 Animal welfare
concern; N Texas St. Debris
in roadway; PR 7332 Medical
assist; FM 2946 Domestic
disturbance; N Texas St
Public assist; Raintree Cour-
resy [ransport; CE. 4254 Med-
ical assist; CRO1470 Meet
complainant; Hwy, 276 Wel-
fare CotuCetn; 5 Texas Sr. (_:i11.-'
ordinance violation; FM 514
Medical assist; CR 3328
Medical assist: CR 1275
Medical assist; CR 4253 Meet
complainant; SO lobby Meet
I:l:!'tl1]"|.:li.!lilt1[: Hw','. 19N Med-
ical assist; FM 779 Structure
fire; FM 515 Beckless driver;
W Lennon De. Meer com-

Cody Beaver
Community President
903-473-2611
cheaver@chtx.com

MMLS #245768

plainant; CR 1189 Damaged
propetty; Hl.l."l.'. 198 Harass-
ment.

6-24: FM 515 Distur-
bance; CR 3202 Medical
assist; N Texas St. Medical
assist; E Lennon Dr. Distur-
|:1:'u|.'¢¢; Hu'y. 19 Mororist
assist; FM 515 Meet com-
plainant; CR 1531 Aban-
L]nnm] '.'-_'|Li£|-:: Barn. St
Medical assist; FM 314
Welfare concern: SO lobby
Mleel |:n|11p|'.'|i1:.:1ul!; M Texas
St. Medical assist; W MNorth
St. Disturbance; FM 275 at
CR 4320 (:mllrul]ml ]‘Ul‘]l.;
Hwy. 69 at Hwy. 19 Accident;
CR 3422 Medical assist; PR
7328 T|11:!r[: Hw','. 276 Reck-
less driver; CR 3422 Medical
assist: Hwy. 69 Motorist assist;
CR 1525 Medical assist; E
Lennen D Fight in progress.

6-25: CR 3023 Distur-
|:1:'u|.'¢¢; ij,'. 19 Reckless
driver; E Lennon Dr. Medical
assist; PR Y720 Warrant
service; E Lennon Dy, Medi-
cal assist; CR 1515 Medical
assist; CR 1640 Disturbance;
W Noeth St Public assist; W
Ouitman St Public assist;
Hwy, 276 Meet complainant;
E Lennon Dr. Public assist
CR 3380 Medical assist; FM
2737 Death; Hwy, 69E Reck-
less deiver; CR 1640 Medical
assist; 'R 7334 Gas leak; 50
lobly Meet complainant; FM
415 Reckless I.Jl'l‘-'{']'; M Texas
St. Medical assist; FM 779
Domestic disturbance; Hwy,
69 Diebiis in fn:n]wmj'.

6-26: CR 3130 Reckless
driver; Hwy. 276 Debris in
nl.qu:l'r'; M Planrers Sr. (:ih.r'
ordinance violation; Hwy. 276
at CR 2737 Smeke investiga-
vion; CRO 1470 Suspicious
vehicle; FM O 2795 Animal
welfare concern; W North 5t
Mleel -;:L11'||.E'l|:1it1:a1z.l; CR 4254
Medical assist; N Texas St
Funeral escorr; Huwy, &9
Reckless driver; Pierson Xing
Ciry ordinance vielation; CR
1402 Domestic disturbance;
CR 1430 Noise complaine;
CR 1399 Disturbance; FM
2737 Motorist assist; 5 Dun-
bar L. ﬁus]"-'n_'iuu:i rerson, 5
Dunbar Lo, Accident.

6-27: E Lennon Dr. Suspi-
cious activiry; FM 2795 Live-
stock on roadway; FM 275
Medical assist; E Lennon Dr,
Ciry  ordinance violation;, %
Texas 5. City ordimance
violation; W Morth St Scam;
Hwy. 19N Criminal rrespass;

Fi 2946 Civil matter; SO
Medical assist; PR 7026
Medical assist; 3 lobby Meet
complainant; CR 4254 Medi-
cal assist; Hwy, 276 Thefr; W
Lennen Dr. Medical assist; E
Lenmon Dre. Theft; CR 3422
Medical assist; Mohawk Tr
East Tawakoni (ET) Suspi-
cious vehicle; FM 515 Wel-
fare CONCEers; Hwy. 69 Reck-
less driver.

6-28: FM 2737 Motorist
assist; FM 275 Medical assist;
CR 1308 Shots fired; CR 1640
Intoxicated individual; E
Lennion D, SLI.‘ip‘iCi(?l]}- ACkiv-
ity; CR 3025 Medical assist;
WoQuitman St Scam; FM
515 Reckless drn'ﬂ; CR 1605
Medical assist; Wood St
Courtesy transport; 5 Texas
St ML"-L[IC:II anspEl; CR 33?':'
Crass fire; FM 514 Medical
assist; CR 3415 Thefr; FM
315 Meighbor L]lsplm:;. CR
1399 Damaged property; CR
2460 Welfare concern; CR
1533 Brush fire: Ave. D
Emory Suspicious  activity;
Planters St, Welfare concern;
FM 2946 Medical assist.

The Sheriff's Department
n:i'lnrll."d 398 C:1]|5 fm' the
week. Among the calls were:
2 paper service, ! criminal
[resprass, 1 il:'l.[]1:1]:l_‘|.] PrOPErTy,
4 debris in roadway, 6 distur-
bance, 3 domestic disour-
lmtu:r, 31 extra ["-:l[ru|:i, | ﬁuhl
in progress, | brush fire, 7
follow wup investigation, |
furetal escort, | ]::‘lr.‘i:\.-ilnl.’hl,
1 structure fire, 1 intoxicated
individual, 2 investigation, 1
Has 1|.’:|k, 2 livestock on
readway, 14 meet com-
plainant, 1 neighbor dispute,
| nodse complaint, 2 grass
fires, 29 public service, 9
reckless drivers, I scams, |
shots fired, | smoke investiga-
rion, 4 suspicious activity, |
sUspicious persor, 3 suspicious
\r'E|I1iE|i:| 3 [|1|."rl.~,, I wartant
service, & welfare concern, 2
accidents, 1 controlled burn,
I death, 5 |'!u:h1i|_‘ assist, 4 911
hang up calls, 1 abandoned
vehicle, 1 business alarm, 1
residence alarm, 1 animal ar
large, 1 animal welfare con-
cern, 3 motorist assist, 3 city
ordinance violations, 1 civil
matter, I courtesy transpore.

There were 173 rcraffic
stops, 116 warnings, 49 cita-
tioms, 44 medical calls, and 19
CrANSPOILS.

Right Products,
- 'Right People,
- 'Right Reasons.

Commercial
offers full-service business and
personal banking backed by the
latest tools and technology, and
friendly, old-fashioned customer
service from neighbors who
care. Our community is at the
heart of everything we do, That's
Banking Texas Style!

FULL-SERVICE
COMMUNITY
BANKING

Bank of Texas

* PERSONAL
* BUSINESS
* LOANS

* DIGITAL

Come on by or give us a call today. You'll be glad you did!

= CBTx

Commercial Bank of Texas, N.AY
800-723-7601 % www.cbtx.com

Emory Banking Center % 170 Quitman St. % 903-473-2611
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What kind of government are we building?

By Suzanne Bellsnyder,
Tewas Rural Reporter

Ronald  Reagan  once
joked that the nine most
terrifying words in the Eng-
lish language were, “I'm from
the government, and I'm
here to help.”

Conservatives  laughed
because we understood the
principle behind the joke.
Government has an impor-
tatit role, but it oalso has
limits. Strong families, local
communiries and accoun-
able local government have
long been wiewed as the
foundation of a  healthy
America, Covernment
should do what only govern-
ment can do, and it should
remain accountable o the
people it serves,

That old idea came o
mind several times this week.

One  education  story
raised questicns abour what
state agencies owe elected
officials and ultimately
the public — when major
decisions are made. Another
revealed taxpayers would
foor an 58 million bill cor-
recting  mistakes in the
state’s adopred curriculum,
Ar the Capitol, | spent nearly
ten hours listening to county
judges, commissioners,
landowners and rural Texans
testify abour dara centers,
water, energy and the future
of  their  communities.
Beneath the wvaried ropics
ran a common thread: local
officials repeatedly described
carrying responsibility with-
out having the authority to
shape decisions that  will
affect their communities for
decades.
these

[tuli'ridu:l“':,l_. are
education stories and rural
development stories,

Together, they tell us some-
thing about the kind of
government we're building.
For the past year, D've
traveled across Texas cover-
ing the issues shaping rural
communities — pljl‘llil: edu-
cation, health care, data
centers, water, land use and
economic  development.
Increasingly, | hear the same
concern expressed in differ-

ent ways. Decisions once
made closer to home are
gradually moving farther

away from the people who
must live with the conse-

I.:ll.“."l'll:‘.'?‘\-. .[_E:Ilf.';ll 'i.'.l?‘[!'ll'll'llli'ill‘{'h
still shoulder the responsibil-
ity, but the authority increas-
ingly rests elsewhere,

None of this is meant o
suggest thar every decision
belomgs ar the local level.
Texas is too large and too
complex  for that. Some
issues  demand  starewide
leadership, and some chal-
lenges are simply beyond the
L;;I[T{.‘.-.ill’l U{}l'l'l"r' CHOE 0 flU['I.l,'!r' 4T
school  districe. But  that
doesn’t mean we should stop
asking where the balance
helongs.

Years ago, former Comp-
troller Carole Keeton Bylan-
der Strayhom often spoke
abour what she called the
“phone book est.” If you
could find a service in the
phone book, government
probably didn't need o be
doing it. The phone books
have disappeared, but the
principle still deserves con-
sideration. It was never really
abour the phone book. 1t was
abour restraint. Before gov-
ernment assumed another
responsibility, conservatives
first asked whether it was
truly a function that
belonged to government.

I'm not sure we ask thar
question as often anymaore,

Instead, | suspect we've
become more willing 1o use
povernment to accomplish
objectives we believe are
worthwhile. Success has a
way of changing movements,
After governing for a genera-
tiom, it's easy o focus on
what  government can
accomplish and spend less
time asking what govern-
ment should accomplish.

Educarion, ECOT0mIc
development and even data
center policy reveal the same
tendency. Faced with com-
plicated  problems,  we
increasingly look to central-
ized systems, starewide pro-
grams  and administrative
agencies to  produce the
outcomes we want. Many of
those goals are worthwhile.
My concern isn't the goals,
It's whar happens o the
struciure li:lj- ;-_ELT\"{'T]:I"'H.."“L
while we're pursuing them.

Conservarisin was never
defined solely by the policies
it supported. It was also
defined by how government
should be organized. Limired
povernment wasn't simply
abour spending less money;

it was abour limiting the
concentration  of  power,
Local control reflected the
beliefl that government is
most accountable when it
remains close to the people,
Tlil]:l‘i['li'lll'iil:',' '|'|.'Ii|1,|,‘|."|.'|.:|
because authority  should
always answer to citizens,

Those  principles  seem
waorth revisiting.

The institutions we build
today  will outlast  today’s
officeholders  and  today's
political victories, Programs
created o solve one problem
often become permanent,
Authority, once centralized,
rarely returns to the local
level on its own,

Perhaps that's why this
week's stories stayed with
me. They weren't really
about education, data cen-
ters or rutal development.
They were reminders that
every policy debate is also a
debate abour governance.

Every time we ask govern-
ment to  solve another
problem, we should alse ask
where that authority belongs
and how the people affected
by those decisions will hold it
accountable. That's not a
Eepublican question or a
Democratic question. [t's an
American question — and a
Texas question.

As Ametica celebraves its
250th  birthday, perhaps
there is no better time to
revisit the first principles
that shaped this Republic.
Mot simply what government
should do, but where power
should reside, how it should
be exercised and to whom it
should answer. Those ques-
tions are as old as the nation
itself, and they remain worth
asking, Because il we stop
asking them, we may eventu-
ally find ourselves living
U['l.d{'f il _Ei'l"r'l‘f]i'l'l'li"l'l[ P {'I:I-
us intended to build,

About the Author

Suzanne  Bellsnyder s
editor and publisher of the
Hansford County  Reporter-
Statesman  and  Sherman
County Gazetee. A former
Capirel staffer with decades
of experience in Texas poli-
tics and policy, she now
focuses on how state deci-
sioms shape rural life through
her newspapers, mcluding
the Texas Kuval Reporter,
Subscribe ar www. TexasRu-
ralReporter. Substack,com.

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to
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Notice of Public Hearing on
Rains County Appraisal District Budget

The Rains County Appraisal District will hold a public hearing on a

proposed budget for the 2027 fiscal year.

The public hearing will be held on July 16 ar _12:00 pm , located ar _145

Doris Briggs Pkwy, Emory, Texas 75440 . A summary of the appraisal

district budger follows:

T].'ll: tUtil] amaount U{ t].'lC prnpt}sud 13udgct.
The total amount of increase over the current year's budger.
The number of employees compensated under the proposed budget. 6
T].'lli: HLl]“].'.lL‘T I:'.lf Cll'lp]('.l}'ﬂli:ﬁ E(?]“PL‘]'[EH['L"’.I |.|.]'LLILT tE'.IL‘ current lfludj{tt. i

The appraisal district 15 supported solely by payments from the local taxing
units served by the appraisal district. Since the district does not adoprt a tax
rate and does not impose taxes, adoption of the district’s budget would
have no direct impact on taxpayer property tax bill in the districr.

If approved by the appraisal district board of directors ar the public
hearing, this proposed budget will take effect automatically unless
disapproved by the governing bodies of the county, school districts, cities

and rowns served by the appraisal districe.

A copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection in the
office of each of those governing bodies. A copy is also available for public
inspection at the appraisal district office located at _145 Doris Briggs

Pkwv, Emory, Texas 75440 .

The phone number of the Rains County Appraisal District is: 903-473-

$1,112,408.00

3%

2391 . The address is: 145 Doris Briggs Phkwy, Emory, Texas 75440 .
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Obituaries

Larry ﬁPDpH Dailf
1949 -

Larry Daily, 77, died on June
17, 2026, in Watauga. He was
born on January 10, 1949, in
Greenwville, o Orvin and Glydene
[raily.

Mr. Daily grew up in the
country with his siblings fishing,
gardening and raising cows, He
and his brother (and best friend)
Wayne were  always up 1o
something. In high school he was
very active in FFA winning several awards
at the Texas Stare Fair with his cows, Tina
and Kay.

He met the love of his life, Virginia
“Lollee” in Garland, ar Belt Line Baprisi
Church and they were married on February
29, 1968, They had three children. They
lowved and raised their children according o
the Word, to love Jesus and in the “nurture
and admenition of the Lord.”

Mr. Daily worked in construcrion and
remodeling in the Dallas area. He could
build anything, especially if it was something
his wife concocred for the kids. From ice
cream sandwich benches, to make believe
kitchens, doll houses and furniture...if his
wife thoughn of it. . .he could build i

2026

He loved w fish, and a wip o
his favorite store, Bass Pro, almost
always ended in the purchase of a
new pole, whether he needed it or
not.

He was a man of God and lived
his life that way. He wanrted
people to know that there s
salvation through Jesus Chrise, For
most of his life, he was a song
leader; picking, singing and lead-
ing hymns, He had a beauriful veice and
raught his children to sing and found grear
joy insinging with his entire family, whether
it was just “jamming” at the house, or for
worship ar a church.

Mr., Dhaily is survived by his son, Joel Daily
and wife Kelley; daughrer, Mandy Ausmus
and hushand Chatles; grandchildren, Courr-
ney Spence and hushand Andrew, Hannah
Dean and hushand Jeremy, Maveli, Kaden
and Jack Ausmus, and Erin Michelle Caffey;
and great-grandchildren, Emma, Addie Mae,
Cullen, Asia and Lucy.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
wife; daughter, Penny; prandsons, Marthew
Byan and Tyler Paul; and siblings, Carol,
Woayne and Bill.

Leah Denise Davis
1953

- 2026

A Celebrarion of Life for Leah
Denise Davis, 72, will be held on
July 25, at 4:00 p.m., at The
Diamond at Sear E Ranch, 13342
FM 1567, Cumby, followed by a
barbecue dinner,

Mrs. Davis died ['!E:lct:fu[]',' ail
her home on June 21, 2026, in
Cumby, surrounded by her family.
She was born on June 30, 1953, in
Sweetwater, to Aston Buck and
Opal Woodard Buck.

I-':un.il-:.- wasn't Just part af her life, it was
her entire life. She was happiest when her
house was filled with laughter, She loved to
rravel, finding great joy in planning anud
taking family vacations every vyear. She
cherished watching her children  and
grandchildren having fun, never missing an
opportunity to attend their sporting events
and activities. She was a wonderful cook and

enjoyed rreating others to her
delicious home-cooked meals and
hosting family gatherings, Her
proudest  accomplishment  was
being & mother and Gran.

Mrs. Davis is survived by her
hu.\l*:u’n] t:-f 33 years, S['.‘ih]l."'!.'
Dravis; daughter, Mandy Riley and
husband MNelan; grandchildren,
Phelan Davis, Lincoln Rile'.
Jackson Riley, Benjamin Riley,
and Madisen Riley; and sister, Barbara
HL"].\'E'!.".

She was preceded in death by her son,
Wesley Davis; parents; and brother, Tommy
Buck.

In liew of flowers, donations may be made
to the South Plains Wild Life Rehabilitation
Center in Lubbock, Texas or the American
Cancer Society in her memory.

Bill Genson

1942

Bill Genson, 84, died on June
15, 2026, at Christus Mother
Frances  Hospital in Sulphur
Springs after a prolonged illness.
He was born on February 16,
1942, in Spencer, Towa.

He spent his childhood in lowa.
After artending school, he joined
the US Marines. Following his
recruitment at Fort Pendleton,
A, he was stationed aboard the

LSS Ben Homme Richard CVA-31

and
served in many ports, including Tokyo,

Hong Kong, Okinawa, Boom Bay,
pore, India, and many others.

After his enlistment in the service, he
worked as a salesperson and greenskeeper ar
the Scottsdale Golf Club. Golf became one
of his favorite hobbies, He then returned to
his homerown, where he worked atr a local
TV facilicy and later at Oliverti-Underwood,
selling and repairing typewriters and come-
puters. He married LaDonna in 1966 and
continued  his education st Emmetshurg
Community Colleze, where he studied
drafring. Larer, he artrended lowa State
University. After studying and working for
Morton Buildings, he established his own

Singa-

- 2026

company, Genson Construction,
where he served as a master
builder, specializing in remaodeling
homes in Morth Dallas. He and
Lalronna moved o Plano, where
he continued o run his business
with his son, Shad, for the nexe 10
YEars.

He was married to LaDonna for
60 vears while raising their chil-
dren and rraveling all over the
waorld,

Mr. Genson is survived by his wife,
LaDwonna of Point daughrer, LaRena Phillips
and hushand David; son, Shad Genson and
wife Kailey; four prandchildren, LaKayla,
Eyvlee, Lucas and Pheonix; sister-in-law, Dee
Olsen;  brother-in-law, John Olsen; and
numerous nieces, nephews, and extended
famnily.

He was preceded in death by his mother,
Mina Gensong brother, Jack Genson; sister,
Batbara Goodwin and brother-in-law, Jack
Goodwing nephew, Tim Goodwing father-in-
law, Lvle Hedge, mother-in-law, Lenora
Hedge; in-laws, Gary and Mary Hedpe; and
several nieces, nephews, cousins, and
extended family and friends.

Preston Eugene Hamm
1962

A Visitation for Preston Eugene
H:ll'll.:l'l!lI |.<|'q'.. WS ]5{']\] 4110 l]'.l['!.' |.| al
Wilson - Orwosky Funeral Home.

Mr. Hamm died on June 23,
2026, He was borm on March 8
1962, in Dallas,
Charlotre Hamm,

Mi. Hamm mattied Lisa
Freowell on Ocrober 24, 1957, He
dedicated 25 years of his life to
education as a school I!L';a-c‘.]wr,
making a lasting mmpact on the lives of
countless students. Before becoming a
reacher, he worked with the family business,
Hamm's Tires.

Mr. Hamm embraced life with an
adventurous spitit. He loved rtraveling,
especially exploring new places on his
Harley-Davidson and riding trails on his dirt
hike. Whether he was discovering a hidden
restaurant, catching the latest movie,

to Charles and

- 2026

creating YouTube wvideos and
TikToks, or p|:|.n|1i1'|!_' his next
adventure, he found jov in experi-
encing life to irs fullest. His
etithusiasm, sense of 11111“111': and
love of sharing those experiences
with others will be remembered by
i= 'n"l."r':l'l.}['l.L' “']!';:l l'ﬁ.'l'l{"'-'l' |:1i1|.'|.

Mr. Hamm is survived by his
wife of 39 years, Lisa Frerwell
Hamun; three daughrers, Michelle
Hamm Bacon and husband Ryan, Jennifer
Hamm Watson and hushand Celby, and
Kaitlin  Hamim; grandchildren, Kason,
Brentley and Madelyn; sister, Debbie
Gilbreath and husband Audie; nephew,
Aaton (_}luvrnlh; fiece, | elissa Warren;
special friend, Lori Gibson; and numerous
beloved family members and friends.

He was [Wu:n.'rdh.l i1 L‘IL‘:Il!i hj- his parents.

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

Emma Jane Harman
2026

!932

A memaorial service for Emma

Jane Harman, 94, will be held on

Saturday, July 11, at 1100 aam., at
FPoint Church of Christ,

Mtz Harman died peacefully at
home on May 19, 2026, She was
born on January 19, 1932, in Paris,
Texas, to John and Agnes Gifford,

Mrs. Harman had her master’s

Claudia Wilk, Terri Melancon
and husband Charles, Tim Blay-
lock and wife Marlene, Karl
Harman, and Marsha Harman;
grandchildren, Jeff Wilk and wife
Tasha, Robert Blaylock, Karen
Fowler and husband Jess, Chris-
tine Wolfe and husband Jimmy,
Matthew Melancon and wife
Bachel, Harman Melancon and

degree from East Texas State
University and worked as an art
teacher for the Dallas Independent Schoal
[strict wuntil her retirement. She loved
spending time with family and friends, She
enjoyed sewing, painting, crafts, cooking,
and traveling, especially going o the beach.
She was a godly woman and a member of
Point Church of Christ.

Mrs. Harman is survived by children

wife Lauren, Derek Harman and
wife Kendra, and Bryee Harman and wife
Shannon; sister, Wonda Banks; 18 great-
grandchildren; and six great-great-grandchil-
dren.
She was preceded in death by her parents;
husband, Jack Harman; sister, Priscilla
Marting and brother, Bud Gifford.

Thurman Dale Simmons

Funeral services for Thurman
[ale Simmons, 93, were held on
June 29 ar Wilson - Orwosky
Funeral Home. Interment fol-
lowed ar Lynch Cemetery.

Mr. Simmons died ar his home
in Alba, on June 16, 2026. He was
born on March 29, 1933, in Honey
{_;Ti'l\."l..,'.

Mr. Simmons served in the
Texas Army National Guard from
1956 to 1962, Following his military service,
he worked for many vears for the City of
[hallas, where he retired as a Lead Man.

In 1953, he marred Virginia Taber.
Together they built a family and shared
many yeats of love, devotion, and treasured
LI TS,

Mr. Simmons enjoyed fishing, drinking a
cold beer, and especially playing dominoes—
[1 iTl,lL Ll[ iT]"r []':l* L 1T lu'l:I- 41 HI. ]'E i\,l i
wonderful sense of humor, loved to tell

1933 -

2026
stories, and never met a stranger.
Music was one of his greatest joys,
He loved singing “Hey, Good
Lookin" and especially “You Are
My Sunshine.”

Mr. Simmons is survived ]‘-3,'
sons, Kenneth Simmons and wife
Debbie, Bobby Simmons, and
ni'l'l'l['l':,' t:.'l'l'l'l'l'l'l{'l'l'll‘\'.; di'll]H‘l'llL"ll ]..<I'|,|.Ti'|
Mares; sister, Helen Sanders and
husband  William: 16 grandchil-
dTL"I'I... S‘I }_Efﬁ"ﬂl-}_':r..i1'l'\]i.'..|'li|.k|.r{'1'll -'5:. HTL,':II-HTL":IL-
grandchildren, four great-great-great-grand-
children; and numerous nieces, nephews,
i'l['ld ‘,":‘:t'.."]':lklk"d [Ll]1ii|'!,' 'I'I.'I{"I'I'Il'll,"]'.‘i.

He was preceded in death by his wife;
parents, Logan Simmons and Susanna
FI.._"I.I'(_i'I'I.‘i; |'l]'{'l1,|'ll.._'f.| [_.ill."l'".' BII[]L’E; SO, RI'Ij_':I.',"T
Dale Simmons; daughter-in-law, Patricia
Simmons; and great-grandchildren, John,
Lopan, Steven, Tabitha and Richie.
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Disaster
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20Y Wilson-Orwosky
Funeral Home

Your family-owned, hometown full service provider

Full service cremation provider

Traditional funeral services
Pre & post funeral gathering room
200 plus seated chapel = Gnef support

903-473-3545

803 N. Texas St. - Emory, Texas
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Make a
plan today.
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Believers’ Baptist Church

Emory Methodist Church

By Linda Brendle
And he said o his disciples, “Temptations
to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one

through whom they come!

Lane Garland filled the pulpit on Sunday
from Luke called
Care for Each Other."
command to care for each other comes from
Christ. We should protect each other from
temptations that come from us. Don't gossip,
pray for patience, and don't post things on
social media thar might arouse jealousy and
Forgive each other, remem-

and  brought

“How We

a4 Miessape

COVEIDUSNEess,

this! Through Faith in Christ.
A new Sunday morning sermon series
begins July 12 — Sovereignty and Silence: A

Swudy of the Book of Esther,

Luke 17:1

The

riom,

bering that we are all sinners. How do we do

SAVVY SENIORS

Wednesdays at 6:00 pom. -
Summer Bible Study, Psalm 119

July 20-22, 6:30-8:00 pom.,
Sizn up at waww, bbcemory.org

July 28.30, Preteen Camp (Grades third-
fifth), See Mastor Jered Haypood for informa-

Adult
Family VBS -

The Asking for a Friend Podcast will be
o summer break for the next few months.
Watch for it to return in the fall,

What to do when medical bills pile up

Diear Savey Sendor,
I'm 63 and vecently had a
hospital stay that left me wich
bills | can't
afford to prry.
[ had Afford-
able  Care
Act health
insurance,
bur after my
premivums
went wp in
Janaary, |
had 1o drop
New I'm over-
medical  hills.

JIM MILLER

Sy Senvi

Y COVETARE.
whelmed by
What cam [ do?

— Svruggling Patient

Dear Struggling,

You're definitely not
alone. Medical debr is very
common. About 1 in 12

Americans are dealing with
it, and many had insurance
when the hills started piling
up. The good news is there
are ways to reduce what you
owe  and make it more
manageable. Here are some
steps that can help.

Check your hills

Medical billing errors are
more common than wvou
might think, so starc by
taking a close look at every
bill and explanation of bene-
firs you receive. Warch for
duplicare charges, services
vou did not receive or prices
that seem off.

If something does not look

right, call your provider’s
billing office and ask for an
itemized bill. Do not be shy
abour asking questions. Even
small mistakes can add up.

Ask about help
Most hospitals, especially
t'Lutl['lI'Llf:ir oes, are 1'IEL|lIi|:'L'|J.
to offer financial assistance
programs, often called char-
ity care. Depending on your
income, you may qualify to
have part or even all of your
bill forgiven.
Call the hospital billing
office and ask specifically
abour financial assistance.
You can also visit DollarFor.
org, a nonprofit that helps
patients apply for charity
Care programs at no cost.
Negotiate costs
If you do not qualify for
assistance, you still have

aptions. Many hospitals and
doctors are willing o work

with parients, especially if

vou reach out early,

Ask if they can lower the
hill or offer a discount if you
can pay something upfront.
You can also request a no
interest payment plan o
spread  the cost out owver
time, If this feels overwhelm-
ing, a medical billing advo-
cate can help. The Alliance
of Professional Health Advo-
cales, at :.'I]"E'I.:'II\J.".";.1C:1TE."~.':'lij"',
can connect you with profes-
siomals who review hills and

l@wsiwﬂ

"H‘ﬁwm Py

Paul Bacon, P.T.

Qver 22 years experience in rehabilitation sports
medicine injuries, orthopedic surgeries and various
geriatric ailments.

(903) 474-9436

fax (903) 473-
903 E. Lennon St., Ste 101 = Emory, TX 75440

Now Open 5 Days Per Week

3170

negotiate on your behalf,
Find programs

Since you recently lost
coverage, it is also worth
checking whether you qual-
ify for Medicaid, especially if
your mcome has dropped.
You can apply through
Healtheare. gov or your state
Medicaid office.

Another helpful rool is
BenefiesCheckUp.ovg,  from
the MNatonal Council on
Aging, which can point you
to programs that help lower
health care and prescription
COsls.

Get support

You do not have to
handle this on your own,
Thete are several rrusted
organizations that offer free
or low-cost help, The Patient
Advocate Foundation
ipatientadvocate.org) provides
case management services
and can help vou find finan-
cial assistance. The National
Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling (nfecorg) offers non-
profit credit counseling and
guidance on managing debt,
You can also visit NeedyMed-
s.01g to locate programs that
can help lower the cost of
prescriptions and other med-
ical expenses,

The most important thing
is to act soonet rather than
later. Tpnoring medical bills
can lead to collections and
added  srress, bur many
providers are willing to work
with you if you reach out,

Start by reviewing vour
bills, then explore assistance
programs  and  payment
options. With some  persis-
tence, yvou can often lower
what you owe and set up a
plan thar firs your budger.
Medical debt is common,
even among people who had
insutance, but it is ofren
negotiable, and there are real
resources available two help
vou through ir.

Senad your senior questions to:

Sawwvy  Senior, PO Box  F443
Morman, OFK 73070, or  wvisit
_‘:.\]JI'I.'.\':‘:.'IZII.II'.-;TK. ||T|'| 1‘-'1L”l_"r 53

contributor to the MBC Today show
amd suther of "The Savey Senior”

bl

ADVERTISING
WORKS
903-473-2653

By Marv White
Then Philip began with that very passage
of HL‘.ti]ﬂ ure and told him the }_:u-::u.] Hews

abour Jesus.”

RL'\". I.-J.i'\'ll.l. ]:!lilll.]{h'l
“The Promise in Pracrice:

M1 A I.]L".".-L"Tt toad. T|1L‘]'L‘

MEssAEe
When Mission
poes unexpectedly” with scripture text taken
fromm Acts. David said mission bepins with
listening. As the angel of the Lord pave
instructions to Philip he was led to a chariot
|:'|.‘.'
unexpected occasion to tell the news of
Jesus, Such opportunities are all around us,
I!]:nugh we ullt-:n 11‘I l]w1l1 s II]!1H11i.I_'L'I.].
We need to ask God to pive us the vision and

Locking ahead, Game night will be held

on Friday, July 10, at 5:00 pan. We will go o
Stacy’s Fish Fry in Miller Grove ar 3:30 peim.

before games, All are welcome to come and

Acts H:35

was ritled

Mebahan,

ﬂmml att

a smile.

courage to act on such l.’:'|:'l].“l.'ll'|.'LI]‘.|i.EjL"-5-

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
One-eyed pilot set flying records

by Bartee Haile
Wiley Post and his Aus-
tralian navizgator landed in
Mew York City on Jul [,
1931 completing an epic
around-the-world flisht in
recor I.] -
breaking

ririe.
T w o

stafbes
claimed
Woiley
Hardeman
BARTEE HAILE P"\'S_t as oA
Hiikenizal Cidvermiin nacive sol.
Texas  had

birth going for it since the
intrepid aviator bepan his
short life in Van  Zandt
County a couple of vears shy
of the rwentieth cenrtury.
Oklahoma, however, had
residency on its side because
the Posts relocared north of
the Red River when Wiley
was nine,

The simple pleasures of
farm life never appealed o
the voungster, whose head
always seemed 1o be in the
clouds,  Wiley  regularly
skipped his chores to whirtle
tm:—;f:l planes our of scrap
wood and te dream of the
day he would defy the law of
graviry.

Post’s first fling into the
wild blue vonder came in
1919 courtesy of a gypsy
barnstormer. Five yvears later
at an Oklahoma air show, he
did such a fine job of filling
in for an injured parachutist
that the dangerous job
became his permanently.

During his two-year stint
as a sky diver, Post made 99
jumps. His father objecred so
strongly to the hazardous
occupation that he hid his
son's parachure. Post finally
found it and from then on
kept his silks in a safery
deposit box ar che local
bank.

In 1926 he turned per-
sonal ragedy inte the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime. While
working as a roughneck in
the Oklahoma oilfields, a
metal sliver destroyed  the
sight in his left eye. Paid
$2,000 in compensation for
the accident, he bought a
glass substitute and a used
airplane.

A 'ﬂ.'i.":ll'l |:'|'I\' ll‘i.]l.!'lil.“ HOUHL
hired Post as a test pilot and
cloud-hopping  chauffeur.
When the Department of
Commerce started licensing
pilots in 1927, only his
perfect flying record kepr the

one-eyed  applicant  from
being srounded.
[tn the “Winnie Mae,”

craft named after the hoss'
daughter, Post won a Los
Angeles-Chicago air race
against the best flyboys in the
business. The jubilant spon-
sor gladly invested $30,000
in their next joint venture -
a highly publicized challenge
I.IE l|:'||_" :Ir{'ll.]t'l.l.l-[|'|L\-'|||.'{|rll.l
record.

The best time belonged to
the German dirigible “Graf
Zeppelin® that in 1929 cir-
cled the globe in a breathtak-
ing 21 days. Post and his
traveling companion easily
shattered that mark by
returning 1o their poine of
departure in just cight days,
15 hours and 531 minutes.

The amazing fear made
Post an instant hero. But the
standing ovation for the
modest daredevil derracred
from the practical impor-
tance of his headline-grab-
|:'|it'|.'.l ';:lI.J'In'.‘ihf"r'. .l&lf'\- O TeW s
paper explaimed, if Wiley
Post could conquer the
world in eight days, “thou-
sands of people at home will
feel safer in venturing, savy,
from Boston to Mew York by
air.”

Post bought the “Winnie
Mae" and bepan painstaking
preparations for a solo jaunt,
In the early hours of Jul. 15,
1933, he left Brooklyn's
Floyd Bennett Field with
only his private demons for
COmpany.

The adventure was no
pleasure cruise. He rested by
putting the plane on auro-
matic pilot and helding a
wrench attached to his finger
by a string. If he dozed off,
the falling wrench would
wake him, or at least that
was the idea.

Post not only achieved his
goal of circumnavigating the
planer bur eclipsed his previ-
ous time by 21 hours, This
record stood for five wears
Ut'l.lil f‘\-llrl"':lﬁ?\-L‘L] |:'|'||' :1:\(5!]’:::1'

have fish and then play games, On Monday,
July 13, the Widow Widower's Meeting will
meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m.
Birthday wishes
]uhn:ﬂn'. atd Kenneth Nrin:l:il :|:1d atniver-
sary wishes po to James and MayBeth

go to Judith Rodes

Pr:ul.' for ]|1111|1'r' Bennetr, the I':1|:|1i.]1p of Lee
Sikes, the family of Charles Edward Huneer,
and Doris Wilson,

HH'L"L‘ A I?l‘ill:{‘[]ll “-'L‘l"k illlkl. gi'\r'l' SOITRC R

high-flying Texan, Howard
Hughes.

Post spent the next few
months proving the feasibil-
ity of high-altitude  flight.
Wearing a special rubber suit
fashioned by rtire manufac-
turer  B.F. Goodrich, he
coaxed the remodeled “Win-
nie Mae” into the strato-
sphere reaching an unimag-
inable 40,000 feet on Sep. 3,
1934,

Selling the "Winnie Mae"
to the Smithsonian Museum,
PL?H l1111£|1:|51'Ll a new ['l‘lilt'l.L'L
and made new plans. His
destination was Siberia, and
humorist Will Rogers, a close
friend, decided to go along
for the ride.

Rogers wanred 1o visit an
acquaintance at Point Bar-
row, Alaska, but Post was
disoriented by the snow-
covered terrain and had to
stop at an Eskimo village to
ask for directions. Told they
had missed Point Barrow by
16 miles, the internationally
rencwned Okies shared a
meal with the hospitable
natives, who nicknamed the
visitors “Man with Rag over
Sore Eu and “Big Man with
BL'IL‘*[*\

Always in a huery, Posi
refused to wait for the right
pontoons and instead bought
a ser thar made the airplane
nose heavy, He reasoned
that the stocky Rogers, who
sat behind him, would bal-
ance the craft, Experts later
deduced thar the weight
problem prevented him from
making a safe emergency
landing.

On the evening of Aug.
15, 1935, the pilot who twice
flew around the world failed
to finish a  lo-mile hop.
Wiley Post and Will Rogers
were barely airborne when
the engine spurrered and
gquit. The Eskimo eyewit-
nesses watched in horror, as
the plane crashed killing
both pilot and passenger on
impact.

Bartee  Hale  welcomes
COMmIMments |||'|'\-:| -.|I||.-.*ri~'-|1.< af
bavteehaile i gl com or by mail ar
PCY Box 130011, Sprng, TX
77393,

YL

VISIT US ONLINE AT: WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

Church
Directory

EN©RY

METHODISTCHURCH

We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Taxas St
One Block from the Sguare
Sunday School 5:30 a.m.
Waorship Time 10:30 a.m

B03-473-2411 » EmanyMC org

MIRACLE FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH

{Independent)
820 SH 276 » Emory

Sunday Schonl Gz(W) 2m.
Warship Service 10:04F 2.m.
Wed. Night Yonth 540 pom.
Wed. Night Serviee  6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns 1T
Church: P03-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.
“Reaching Ot Becanse We Care™

Pastor Keith Prather
wwwe pilgriesresthaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of
Christ
Bible Classes D00 a.m
Worship Service 000 a.m.
Evening Worship fe(K pom
Wed. Eve. Service  7:(M) pan

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www poirtchurchofchnst.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m.
G:00 p.m.

Pastor: Jimmy Jarreir

Hwys 515 & 779
2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
M3-269-8737

Worship
Worship

gzz,emzi ME

2 mileswest of Huy 198 on FM 514

Sunday School ...... 10000 a.m.
Merning Wearship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 8 903-259-0348

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795 \g,\}g

A03-4TI-ENE :IIIS
*‘? "W’
Wisit stiohnamony.ong for

Mass times.

From Brookshires, go east
1.2 miles. Turn right onio
FM 2795

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

Sunday School 9:45a.m
Morning Worship  11:00a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night  7:00 p.m
nursery available

HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219

We invite you te study God's
waorrd wWith ws soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. + P.0O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Surday Marning Worship  10:00 .m
Sunday Evening Worship 604 pam.
Wed. Hible Stady T:0d pams.
emarvchurchofchrst org

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH

= Point, TX

WdS W weeven Sunday Schoaol
1100 &6, ... Marning Worship
600 pom. ... Evening Worship
G:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn

903-598-3220

www. fhopoint.com

=T e

Sunday

Sunday Morming

Small Groups 9:15am
Maming Worship 10:30am
Evening Warship 6:30 pm

RY

@B APTIST IS

Dr. Richard D. Piles-FPastor

Chris Henderson=Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt- Minister of Youth & Education

On The Square
Comer OF Morth & Planters
Downtewwn Ernory

903-473-3357

emorybaptist.ong

Wednesday
Wed. Worship &:30pm
{Adults, Youth, Children)

Chaolr Practice &:30pm

Sunday
Sunday Schoal ... 315 am.
MorningWarship ... 10:30 a.m,

Jerad Haygood — St

wiwaw, bbcamony.org

Believers' &=

Baptist Church

Dr. Jason Rolen - Pastor

Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

Wednesday
Adult Bible Study ... 6:30 pm.
Student Ministry ...... 530 p.m.

udent & Family Pastor

903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Pastor Rudy
and CJ Bond

Clarks Chapel Church of God

Our Mission and Vision is to help connect people toJesus

Come weortkip with us
Bundays = 1045 am
Wadnesdays - 7:00 pm

6345 FM-47 Point TX
http://clarkschapelcog.org/
{© http://www.facebook.com/clarkschapelcogemorytx
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Classitied Uds

473-2653

=S CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

5:00 P.W. TUESDAY

Rains County
Geod Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes  store
will be open Saturdays
in June fram B am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open Maon.-Wed,, 2
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- nean on Thurs.

ROHRAL REPAIR
Welding, machining —
all metals. Tractor
repair & Equipment
upgrades, mechanical,
electrical, broken
bolts, etc. Small jobs
are weleome! 903-
474-0899, 430-306

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our wide
selection of RV FParls
and Accessories. Hwy.
B3N in Emaory. 903-

473-8788,

RENT/

LEASE

Rental homes available
in Emory. $1,350/mth
& $1,200/mth. Call
S03-474-4007,

Emory Self Storage,
Hwy. B95 410 E.
Lenmon. Mow offering
climate-controlled
units. 903-474-91 50,
303-348-5459.

4165, Emory, TX.
MCKEMZIE LAKE
WORKS Building

boathouses and docks
since 2001, Steelmetal
bldgs., & hame remod-
aling. W mekan
Zielakeworks.com, 903
269-6173.

HOOTEN'S HARD-

WARE, LLC
Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy.
69N in Emaory, S903-
473-8788.

DODZ0OM AMD S0M3
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry  and  more.
903-259-8541, For
plumbing needs ecall
Scott Triek 903-474
4129,

CONSTRUCTION

GAG GRAVEL. All
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able far spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett
S03-268-6910.

LAWNLANDSCAFEMOWING

SMITH'S
LAWMN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly ratas,
303-521-B506, free

estimates.

HOOTEN'S LAWMN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintanance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree  trimming &
remaval,

rataining
walls, irrigation sys-
termns, LI 0019094,
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

TREE SERVICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
456-1587. Insurad,
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize
in high risk remowvals.
Trimming, Remowvals,
Stumps.

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC.
Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards,
insured, LIOD]1 9094,
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

HELP WANTED

RAINS I1SD MNEEDS:
Custodian/Custodian
Substitutes, Bus
Drivers/Substitutes,
Food Service Employ-
ee/Substitutes, Child
Development Center
Employes/Substitutes,
Salary based on expe-
rience. 5320/month of
full-time employes
health coverage paid.
Apply on-line at https:/
Swww.rainsisd.arg
Equal  Employmeant

Opportunity.

Visit us online:
rainscountyleader.com

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
108 Prosparity Phwy, Emory
FIRM NO: 10184233

Visit www.cbtx.com for
all your banking needs

SUDOKU
__SOLUTION _
TT6I8[7T413[2I512
3[5[2[96[8[71]4
4[9]7[2[1]5[6]8[3
81419161511131217
ZHIeIIBITIaols
yAEIE1 S PITIE]
9[2[5[8[7[4[1]3[6
6l8[4[1[3[2[57]9

LEGAL NOTICE:
This Texas Lottery scratch ticket game will close on
July 2, 2026. You have until December 29, 2028,
to redeem any tickets for this game: #1878 Cash
On The Spot ($1) overall odds are 1 in 3.39. This
Texas Lottery scratch ticket game will close on July
12, 2026. You have until January 8, 2027, to redeem
any tickets for this game: #2581 Super Crossword
(£5) overall odds are 1 in 4.07. These Texas Lottery
scratch ticket games will close on August 12, 20286.
You have until February 8, 2027, to redeem any
tickets for these games: #2692 Patriotic Payout ($2)
overall odds are 1 in 4.03, #2691 100X Sonic Blast
($10) overall odds are 1 in 3.67, #2699 Reindeer
Riches (310) overall odds are 1 in 3.75. Texaslottery.
com is the official source for all pertinent game
information. Game closing procedures may be
initiated for documented business reasons. These
games may have prizes unclaimed, including top
prizes. In addition, game closing procedures will
be initiated when all top prizes have been claimed.
During closing, games may be sold even after all
top prizes have been claimed. Must be 18 or older
to purchase a ticket. PLAY RESPOMNSIBLY. For help
with a gambling problem, ncpgambling.org. © 2026
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.

FROM

+ New Patients Welcome

1195 ser

* Lab on premises
' Relines

+ Soft-Lined Dentures

* Repairs while you wait

+ Oral Surgery

+ Sedation

* General & Cosmetic Dentistry

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 1998
9011 Hwy. 3345, Suite A
Quinlan, TX 75474
“Prices may vary with additicnal

or differant
individual needs of patients

July2,2026 7

PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIG/LEGAL PUBLIC/LEGAL PUBLIG/LEGAL
NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE
SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY
CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in

question.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
office located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is
available to the property in

guestion.

BUY IT! SELLIT! FIND IT!
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!
For information,
call 903-473-2653

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE OF
JOHNNY OLAN DOLAN

Motice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of Johnny Olan Dolan, Deceased,
were issued on April 28, 2026,
under Docket No. 3394, pending
in the County Court of Rains
County, Texas, to Vicki Lynn Dolan.

Claims may be presented as
follows:

Representative,

Estate of Johnny Olan Dolan,
Deceased

c/o Philip D. Alexander
Number One Planters Street
FPO. Box 38

Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims
against this estate, which is
currently being administered, are
required to present them within
the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

DATED June 24, 2026

CURTIS & ALEXANDER P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
FP.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069
E-Mail:
philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

UNKNOWN HEIRS AND

KNOWN HEIRS WHOSE

ADDRESSES CANNOT BE
ASCERTAINED

CITATION BY
PUBLICATION

STATE OF TEXAS

TO THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
KATHY SUZANN STEPHENS,
DECEASED — GREETINGS:

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED TO APPEAR BEFORE
THE COUNTY COURT OF RAINS
COUNTY, TEXAS AT THE RAINS
COUNTY COURTHOUSE ANNEX
LOCATED AT 220 W. QUITMAN
ST., EMORY, TEXAS 75440. BY
FILING A WRITTEN CONTEST
OR ANSWER TO THE APPLICA-
TION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION AND FOR DETER-
MINATION OF HEIRSHIP FILED
BY KRISTI LYNN KREUZER,
ON 06/25/2026 IN CAUSE 3413
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
RAINS COUNTY, TEXAS AND
BEING STYLED: IN THE ESTATE
OF KATHY SUZANN
STEPHENS, DECEASED ON OR
BEFORE THE MONDAY MNEXT
FOLLOWING THE EXPIRATION
OF 10 DAYS FROM THE DATE
THIS CITATION WAS PUB-
LISHED. BY THE APPLICATION
FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-
TRATION AND FOR DETERMI-
NATION OF HEIRSHIP APPLI-
CANT SEEKS THE COURT TO
DETERMINE AND DECLARE
THE HEIRS OF KATHY SUZANN
STEPHENS, DECEASED AND
THEIR INTERESTS IN SAID
ESTATE.

ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY
HAND AND SEAL QF SAID
COURT AT OFFICE IN EMORY,
TEXAS, THIS JUNE 26, 2026.
Mandy Sawyer, County Clerk

Rains County, Texas
By: Molly Lennon

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE OF
JOSEPH DAVID ORSBORN

Motice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of Joseph David Orsborn,
Deceased, were issued on April 28,
2026, under Docket No. 3382,
pending in the County Court of
Rains County, Texas, to Debra L.
Orsborn.

Claims may be presented as
follows:

Representative,

Estate of Joseph David Orsborn,
Deceased

c/o Philip D. Alexander

Mumber One Planters Street

P.O. Box 38

Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims
against this estate, which is
currently being administered, are
required to present them within
the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
DATED June 24, 2026
CURTIS & ALEXANDER P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069
E-Mail:
philip@curtisalexander.net
/&/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE OF
TIM LEWIS NEWLAND

Motice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of Tim Lewis Newland, Deceased,
were issued on April 28, 2026,
under Docket No. 3397, pending
in the County Court of Rains
County, Texas, to Rosemary
Newland.

Claims may be presented as
follows:

Representative,

Estate of Tim Lewis Newland,
Deceased

c/o Philip D. Alexander

MNumber One Planters Street

P.O. Box 38

Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims
against this Estate, which is
currently being administered, are
required to present them within
the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
DATED June 24, 2026
CURTIS & ALEXANDER P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069
E-Mail:
philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE OF
ROGER LEE KANODE

Motice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of Roger Lee Kanode, Deceased,
were issued on April 28, 2026,
under Docket No. 3402, pending
in the County Court of Rains
County, Texas, to Karen Lee
Kanode.

Claims may be presented as
follows:

Representative,

Estate of Roger Lee Kanode,
Deceased

c/o Philip D. Alexander

Mumber One Planters Street

P.O. Box 38

Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims
against this estate, which is
currently being administered, are
required to present them within
the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
DATED June 24, 2026
CURTIS & ALEXANDER PC.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
F.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069
E-Mail:
philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE OF
DANIEL CHARLES HAYNER

Motice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of Daniel Charles Hayner,
Deceased, were issued on April 28,
2026, under Docket No. 3398,
pending in the County Court of
Rains County, Texas, to Stefan
Camille Hayner.

Claims may be presented as
follows:

Representative,

Estate of Daniel Charles Hayner,
Deceased

c/o Philip D. Alexander

Number One Planters Street

PO. Box 38

Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims
against this estate, which is
currently being administered, are
required to present them within
the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
DATED June 24, 2026
CURTIS & ALEXANDER PC.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
FP.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069
E-Mail:
philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT
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Hometown heroes showing off

Leader photo by CHUCK FITT.

Emeory Police officers Ryan Brown and Landon Douglas show a squad vehicle to one of
many kids that attended the Rains County Library's Hometown Helpers event on Tuesday,
June 30, at the library. They were joined at the hands-on educational event by local fire
departments, EMTs, sheriff's deputies and other first responders.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE
Join Texas State Parks to Celebrate
America’s 250th Birthday

AUSTIN = Fourth of July
is always special at Texas
State Parks, but the 150th
anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence has provided some
memaorable programming for
this vear's holiday. Join
Texas State Parks in cele-
brating America 250 with a
patriotic themed event near
vl

Double-check the calen-
dar as some of these unique
Texas State Park events
require registration or take
place on a date other than

Tuly 4.
For the History Buffs

Want ro hike through the
hjhrl.ll"!.' of some of out par ks?
Join Lake Cotpus Christi,
Goose Island or Ray Roberts
Lake State Park's Johnson
Branch Unit to learn about
their pasts.

Prefer a different type of
“boom” to fireworks? Join
Fort Richardson State Park
for an arrillery demo and
military drills.

The ever-present  but
sometimes hidden dinosaur
tracks are WAY older than
250 wears. Learn all about
them at Dinosaur WValley
State Park!

How did the cattle herds
play a role in the American
Bevolution!? Find our at
Goliad Srtate Park  and
Historic Sire!

For the Hands-on
Historian

Get a slice of Americana
with Dutch oven cooking at
Cooper, Mustang Island,
Ray Roberts Lake, or Purtis
Creek State Parks.

Leamn to throw an Atlatl,
an ancient hunting technol-
I.'I'y"'.'l ar l"'l':lk'til..,'l..," "'i'll,!'l' |:1~'l"|1|'
and arrow skills with archery
at Inks Lake State Park!

Cooper and Fort Bogey
State Parks can teach and

show off the skills that
shaped the homestead and
pioneer way of life, allowing
visitors to step back in time!

Test your knowledge on
national and state icons at
trivia night at Fort Parker or
McKinney Falls State Parks.

Learn about and/or make
the ink used to sipn some of
America's most important
documents  at  Bastrop,
Cooper, Dinosaur Valley,
Fort Parker, Goose Island,
Lake Corpus Christi, Mis-
sion Tejas, Lockhart, Palo
Pinto Mountains and Purtis
Creek State Parks, or at
Government Canyon and
Hill Country State Natural
Areas.

For the Nature
Nurturer

Celebrate one of Amer-
ica's icons with the bison at
Caprock Canyons Srate
Park.

Would you rather cele-
brate with the stars!? Join
Pale  Pinte Mountrains,
Mother Neff, Purtis Creek
or Pedernales Falls State
Patks for some star-spangled
skies.

Create your own declara-
ticn to nature and use ink
rooted in history o sign
them art Lake Tawakoni
State Park or Fort Leaton
Srare Historic Site!

Trees that may be as old
as the U.5. have stories to
tell. Learn abour them at
Lake Tawakoni, Bonham,

Lake  Brownwood, or
Dinosaus Valley  State
Parks.

Cast a line and see what
YL reel in ar Purtis Creek,
Hunrsville or Lockhart
State Park, aking parr in
one of the country’s oldest
outdoor activities — fishing!

Learn about the Texas
state  reprile, the Texas
horned  lizard, at Lake

Arrowhead State Park.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE
Seven Summer Safety Solutions to
Protect from the Texas Heat

AUSTIN = A Texas June
marks the beginning of
increased temperatures and
the risk of heat-related
illness, so Texas State Park
staff are presenting seven
tips to help visitors beat the
heat and enjoy the beauty
the state has to offer.

In 2025, 169 heat-related
incidents  were reported
across Texas's state parks,
with six involving pets.

As we approach peak
heat season, here are the top
seven hacks to help reduce
the risk of heat-related
illness:

Hydrate = For every hour
you spend in the heat, drink
L6 ounces of water. While
participating in strenuous
activiries, such as hiking,
increase your intake to 32
ounces, and don't forget

about vour four-legged
friends.
Wear SPF Apply

sunscreen liberally and fre-
quently. It's best practice o
reapply every couple of

hours and after swimming
and swearting.

Dress Smart - Lighe,
loose-fitting, breathahle
clothing; a hat and wet

bandana keep you cool in
the sun. For pets, cooler
times of day prevent blister-
ing on the paws and booties
shield them from the hot
ground, A quick test is to
touch the ground with the
back of your hand. If you
cannot  hold it for five
seconds, the surface is too
hot for your pets' paws.

Stay Saley - Food keeps
energy up and replaces salt
lost while sweating. Snacks
like jerky, grancla, trail mix,
tuna and dried fruic are
great ways to nourish your
body while on the rail.

Bring a Buddy - Two
brains are better than one.
Utilize the buddy system by
having someone with you on
the trail, allowing yvou to
look after each other in hot
conditions.

Plan Ahead - Study the

For Patriotic Parkers

W as there another hird in
line e he
Mational Bird! Learn about
it at Brazos Bend, Dinosaur
Valley, Lake Tawakoni, and
Lake Casa Blanca Interna-
tiomal State Parl.

Juin Lockhart State Park
for a red, white and blue
seavenger hunt.

Be a part of the Ultimate
Picnic Photo Challenge at

America's

Galveston  Island  State
Park!

Go on a night hike with
Inks Lake Starte Tark,

dressed in your most patri-
oric garh.

Get your art on at Galve-
ston Island Stave Park with
sunset watercolors on the
corast.

Try o spot ved, white and
blue birds on bird walks at
Goose [sland, Village Creek,
Palo Pinto Mountains, Lake
Arrowhead, McKinney Falls
or Lake Tawakoni State
Farks.

Take a scenic bike ride ar
Estero Llano Grande to look
for the ti-colored heron or
be a part of a parade at
Buescher State Parks.

Celebrate the history of
Caddo Lake Seate Park with
their  Red, White and
Blueprinting event, working
with cyanotypes.

Light up the sky with
colors by light painting at
Cooper State Park!

Enjoy some of America's
oldest pastimes at the Lyn-
don B. Johnson Seare Park
and  Historic  Sire,
hand-churned ice eream
and pames, or visit Sea Rim
State Park for a campfire
and s'mores.

More information on the
parks can be found on Texas
Stare Parks' website, with
full America 250 program-
ming listed on the events
page.

with

trail map beforehand and
keep it close by, especially in
areas with low service, Give
vourself plenty of time to
avoid hiking during the
hottest parts of the day.
Remember to rest in cool,
shaded areas when neces-
sary. Share your plan with
someone and let them know
when you should be hack.

Pup Safety — Dogs feel
the heat just as much as we
do, so practice good habirs
for yourself and your pet.
Bring enough water and
snacks to ensure your furry
friend is safe on the entire
hiking trip. If you hold your
hand to the ground and
can't leave it there for more
than a few seconds, you may
need to rethink bringing
your furry friend along or
use dog booties o protect
their paws.

For more informartion
about Texas State Parks,
visit the state park website
at  heeps:/fepwd. rexas gou/s-
tate-parks/,

LUKE CLAYTON

TRains County Leader

About eating fish

Are you a fish eater? If so,
what is your favorite fresh-
water fish! | posed this
guestion on social media a
couple years
AP i'||;'|_|._|
[l:'ll..,"ri," wias o
smaorgashord
of favorites,
| have ecaten
just  about
EVeTY species
of freshwater
fish and
thoroughly enjoyed most but
I do have a few exceptions.

Granted, who wouldn't
enjoy ecating a golden crispy
fricd crappie  filler! Dve
always said that crappie is
the fish that even those that
don't like fish enjoy. Crappie
is a neutral flavored fish that
wis at the top of the list of
favorites. | truly think this is
because of the very positive
reputation  crappie  has
gleaned as a food fish. | know
some folks that will only eat
crappie and often wonder if
they have tried properly
prepared striper, yellow bass,
white bass, freshwater drum
or bream.

Some fish get a bad rap in
the table fare catepory simply
because they were not prop-
erly prepared. Take white
bass, striper or hybrd stripers
for instance. These species
have a wvery pronounced
‘blaod line' running along
each fillet and larger of the
species often have a very
thin layer of darker meat
that covers much of the
fillet. When filleting striper,
it's important to remove this
line that runs the length of
the filler. With most white
bass, a thin slice with the
fillet knife takes all the red
meat out. | have a few
friecnds that say they actually
enjoy that flavor of an
untrimined white bass fillet,
one with the red meat left
intact. | joke with them that
they really don't enjoy the
flavor better, and they are
just too lazy to properly trim
the filler.

Yellow bass and freshwa-
ter drum are both very tasty.
The yellow bass actually is
neutral much like o crappie
with little or no ‘red meat.” |
have cooked them in the
same skillet with crappie and
most folks can't tell the
difference. Yellow bass often
run in big schools, especially
in the winter and there is no
limit. Caddo Lake and the
Cypress River drainage is
known for producing hig
yellows, an honest 12-inch
yellow bass is a whopper. |
first learned about catching
and earing them from the
late Billy Carter. Billy puided
on Caddo for years and we

Rilky Claion

enjoyed many yellow bass
fishing trips and fish fries
together. A bit of minnow on
a small case hardened hook
and light spinning tackle is
all that's required for yellow
|:,"i’|:‘i5;.

A drum s o drum. A
saltwater redfish is a drum
and s is the black drum,
common  along the coast.
Who hasn't enjoved black-
ened redfish! Did you know
that smaller Black drum and
freshwater drum  are  also
excellent eating. When eat-
ing any drum, in my opinion,
the key is choosing smaller
ones for table fare. Big drum
are just not as flavorful as
smaller ones. It's common to
catch drum in freshwarer
lakes while fishing for other
species, they are not picky
when it comes to bait
choices, 1 always release the
bigger ones but those about
14 inches or smaller are some
of the best cating in the lake.
I've tricked many a fish cater
when mixing them in with
crappie or white bass.

Smaller largemouth  bass
are also one of my favorites.
I was raised eating bass and
catfish. 1 have a neighbor
that allows me to hunt and
fish on his ranch, He has a
spring fed pond that was an
old gravel pit, it's deep in
places and the water is clean
and clear. T usually keep my
freezer stocked with catfish
or white bass but occasion-
ally T ger a hankering for
some crispy fried bass. A few
tosses of a Rat L Trap usually
produces a couple of ‘vear-
ling" bass, just right for a
quick noon fish fry back at
home. Even fishery binlogists
recommend removing a few
smaller bass from  smaller
impoundments. [t's good for
the overall population and
helps produce really big bass
by piving them more forage
fish to eat,

Buffale fish have snow
white fillets and have an
excellent flavor. The late
Johnny Procell who guided
on Lake Ray Hubbard for
years taught me how to make
baked fish cakes from buf-
falo. The trick w eating
buffale is leamning how to
remove the bones which
requires @ very sharp thin
blade fillet knife and a pair of
tweezers to pull our the
feather bones from the top of
the fillet.

I've fished a pood bit up in
Saskatchewan on  remote
fly-in lakes and yes, walleye
right out of these cold, clear
wiakers are every bit as tasty
as you've heard. 1 enjoy
eating the smaller northern
pike equally well and burbaot,
which is actually North

America's only freshwater
codd, is a delicacy. These fish
that look like a  cross
between a catfish and eel
might be the most tasty fish
['ve eaten.

We've discussed fish that
[ and most fish eaters enjoy,
but let me tell you about
those | do not like. Carp! 've
tried them smoked, fried,
baked and every way but raw
and [ DO NOT like carp.
Hew could anyone enjoy
eating that dark meat fish
that taste like, well, a can of
sardines that's been left out
in the sun too long! If you
have a carp recipe that
makes them edible, please
share it with me. | can eat
smaller trout grilled and
saturated with butter and
lemon juice but they are not
my favorite. 1 have eaten
lake trout  while fishing
northern waters and  don't
like the flavor. A few years
ago, 1 was fishing a remore
lake in northwest
Saskatchewan and [ asked
the chef there about smoked
lake trout. He said it was
excellent and marinared a
few and smoked them with
alder wood. Everyone in
camp raved on how tasty
they were. 1 didn't like the
dark meat trout even after
brining and smoking it. This
has to be a fluke in my taste
buds, some of my friends are
still talking about how tasty
the smoked lake trour is.
Salmon,  another  dark
fleshed fish, is not a favorite
of mine either although most
people relish it. Now, canned
smoked salmon is a different

matter. 1 have smoked,
canned  and  pressured
cooked fresh salmon and

love the flavor,

Check out Luke's weekly
podeast, which is actually a
retake of his radio show.
Search “Catfish Radio with
Luke Clayton and Friends"
just about everywhere you
get your podeasts.  Email
Luke through his website
1"-"1"-"”-‘.i'f[tﬁ_‘l.rl.rﬂ(““.l' |T’£.
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