ains- County

Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1887

T eader

Web Site: www.rainscountyleader.com
e-mail: news@rainscountyleader.com

Vol. 140, Issue 2 - 1 Section, 8 pages

EMORY, TEXAS - THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2026

PRICE 75¢

RAINS COUNTY

Court appoints commissioner, passes resolution for bridge

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commissioners
Court appointed Jimmy Charles Jones
as commissioner, passed a resolution to
replace a bridge and accepted a dona-
tion during the regular meeting on
Thursday, June 11.

After approving the consent agenda,
the court approved the appointment of
Jones to fill the vacated seat of Com-
missioner for Precinet 2. Mike Willis
had submitted his resignation to the
court and it was accepted during the

meeting on May 28,

Commissioners approved the bond
for Jones and he is expected to take the
vath of office on Friday, June 19, at
1:00 p.m. in the courtroom of the Rains
County Courthouse Annex.

The court considered a resolution
authorizing the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) to replace
the bridge on County Road 1495,
There would be no cost to the county
on the $545,000 project. The resolu-
tion was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Korey Young asked
commissioners to consider ideas for re-

plucin}:, the sign outside of the Hill
building. The Raims County Leader sign
is hanging outside the building and
Young would like input and ideas for its
replacement. No action was taken.
The Rains County District Clerk’s
office asked for the commissioners to
accept the donation of a mylar cabinet
from By-Line Surveying for their office,
and it was unanimously approved.
Commissioners approved the corree-
tion to a contract approved in April for
consulting services on BESS systems in

see COURT on page 2

Benefit ride for St. Jude
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Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Riders travel westward on Quitman Street in Emory on Saturday morning, June 13, as they near completion of their route. The riders
were participating in a ride to benefit 5t. Jude Children’s Hospital

CITY OF EMORY

Emory City Council approves surveying contract,
EDC grants, speed limit request at June meeting

From Staff Reports
Rains County Leader staff

The Emory City Council met Tues-
day evening, June 9, in regular session
to approve a series of action items cov-
ering public safery, infrastructure
grants, economic development and
road safety.

Folice Chief Cameron Demps ad-
ministered the oath of office to new of-
ficer Ryvan Brown before the council
moved into regular business.

Splash pad reopens with
new water system

City staff reported the Emory splash
pad opened June | after engineers by-
passed its long-troubled recirculating
water system and converted the facility
to a fresh-water flow model. The
change eliminates a recurring pump
failure that had cost the city roughly
$1,200 annually and prompted re-
peated closures that drew complaints
from local citizens.

*Since we've done that, we've not
had one single complaint,” city admin-
istrator Leah Drown said. Staff plan to
monitor water usage for 30 days to
compare consumption against the re-

circulating system before declaring the
fix permanent. Two new splash-pad fix-
tures were ordered — one funded by
the Economic Development Corp. and
one by the city — along with safety
covers for ground-level water jets.
Speed limit reduction
requested near church

The council unanimously approved
sending a formal letter to the Texas De-
partment of Transportation requesting
a reduction in the posted 65 mph speed
limit on Hwy. 19 in front of Believers

see EMORY on page 2

JUNETEENTH
Celebrate
Juneteenth with
walk, parade,
community this
weekend

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Prairie Grove Missionary Baprist
Church will hold “A Joyous Celebra-
tion of Culture and Freedom” as part of
the Junereenth celebration in Rains
Counry June 19-21.

Acrtivities begin on Friday, June 19,
with Opal's Freedom Walk in Sandy
Creek Park starting ar 7:30 p.m. Partic-
ipants are asked to wear anything red.

An “Old Fashion Gathering” will
take place after the walk in the park
with food, games, mixing and mingling,

The Juneteenth Unity Parade will
start Saturday ar 9:00 a.m. with lineup
at the Emory City Centre. Following
the parade, Vererans will be honored
and remembered with tributes and

see JUNETEENTH cn page 2

WOMEMN'S SERVICE CLUB
Women's Service
Club cancels
Poppers in the Park

By TREY HILL
Rains County Leader staff

The Women's Service Club has can-
celed its annual Poppers in the Park
tireworks celebrarion, the organization
announced, leaving the community
withour its traditional Fourth of July
gathering in a milestone year for the na-
tion.

The cancellation comes as commu-
niries across the United States prepare
to mark the country's 250th birthday
on Independence Day.

Club officials cired an inability to sat-
isfy insurance requirements associated
with hosting the event as the reason for
the cancellation.

“After careful consideration and ex-
ploration of available options, we derer-
mined that we could not move forward
with this year's fireworks celebration,”
the club said in a starement. “We are
committed to ensuring thar all of our
events comply with applicable safety, li-
ability, and insurance standards.”

The club did not specify which insur-
ance conditions could not be met; how-
ever, the Rains County Commissioners
Court requires sufficient insurance cov-
erage for the use of the Heritage Park,
which is where the event was planned.

Foppers in the Park has been a long-

see POPPERS on page 2

POINT

Council asks county to dismiss charges, receives update on finances

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leadsr staff

The Point City Council held a regular
meeting on Thursday, June 11, to ap-
prove a letter to the Rains County At-
torney, hear updates on finances and
consider personnel matters.

During the meeting, the council con-
sidered a letter to the Rains County at-
torney's office requesting a dismissal of
the charges brought by the Point FD
against Tasha Wilk and Dustin Briggs.

“1 know what happened wasn't done
out of malice and was not done to try to
mess anything up,” Councilman Joe
Sterner said. "I will hand deliver it my-
self to Robert Vititow requesting that he
dismiss ir."

Sterner stated that submitting the let-

ter didn't dismiss the charges, but did re-
quest the county do so. The letter was
unanimously approved.

Mayor Angela Nelson updated the
council on the progress that has been
made with money owed to the RS and
Texas Comptroller's office. She stated
that talks are ongoing with the IRS, but
the comptroller had agreed to a contract
that would have the city pay $1,500 a
month until the debt was putd.

Nelson continued recounting to the
council the various amounts the city
owes, She stated that after funds from
the Pont Economic Development Cor-
poration were transferred out of Austin
Bank in March 2024, the city had ac-
cessed the funds to pay city bills, Nelson
told the council that the total was now
approximately $151,000. She then said

that water deposit money had also been
used to pay bills and that the total was
now 3104,068.98. She stated that the
money would be paid back to those ac-
counts as part of the city's new budget.

The council unanimously approved
the contract with the state comptroller's
office to take care of that debt.

Council members considered a pro-
posal to appoint the water clerk as a su-
pervisor over work orders in the public
works department. A motion was made
and unanimously approved for the water
clerk to oversee the work orders tempo-
rarily while the city searches for a public
works director,

Nelson informed the council that the
city purchased two motors to replace
ones that had failed and that the pur-
chases had been budgeted.

Nelson presented a proposal to pur-
chase radio antennas to link communi-
cations between the raw intake, water
plant and water tower. The cost would
be $14,658 so the council tabled the
item to seck more bids,

Council members approved a motion
to accept applications for the Point EDC
board, ta post for two job openings in the
public works department, approve the
interlocal agreement with Rains County
and accept the volunteer form.

The council ook no action on the
variance for the construction of a house
located ar 664 Smith Cirele as it had
been previously approved. They set a
budget workshop for Wednesday, July
12,

All council members were present for
the regular meeting,
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
P, open meetings

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6756 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m,,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
. Housten 5t., Edgewsod, 903-
8%6-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
ath Man., 5:15 p.m., 215 N.
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Sawrday
7-00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DAMNCE - Mon., 7-00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 15t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,
10000 a.m-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fid 514, Emory. 303-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs, 1130 a.m., wiww.
lakecountryneighbos.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Znd Tues., 1-3
p.m. 9483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
TX. Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

June 18, 2026

mmunity outt
m-li_g}aﬁ_(_l ne

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. &9

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Man.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Centar

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
1st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, 303-2659-
B4

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each manth
9:00am.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUE -

15t Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon,, &:00 pm.,
Jan., Mar,, May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr, June, dug., Oct,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GEMEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Canter,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
~July 31 & Oct. 30, &30 p.m.,
House of Prayer, 1382 FM 515

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a.m.-noon,
03-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
& Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 or
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jnd Tues., 7:00 p.m,,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues, 6:45 pm,,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rrains Tax Office a1 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dth Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 150 5CHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 p.m,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT 1

Jrd Monday, 6:30 pm,,
Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tiees, and Thurs,, 8:00 a,m, -
5:00 p.m, 110 E Marth St
TRANSPORTATION:

Ta schedule a rice Call 903-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Opan Mon -Fri. 7 am-4 p.m,
903-473-5009 or 5098

NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Ramns County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
|:1K." li:li‘l‘l'l }'I"ii.” 'I\i.-i'h'-T]!lllT'i\_[:l'!f
in the building behind the
public library on Hwy, 69 in
F.I:n-.}r";'. HI.Hl]'h' fhr Ml::l'l'l.'

Wed., are 5:00 am.-4:00
poi, closed noon- 100 pon.
Howrs for Thursday are 8:00
am.-noon, Thrift sales will
e Open every 5:|r1ud:a'§.' it
June from 800 a.m.-noon.
Funds g0 to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

SPORT CAMPS

Tennis Camp
June 22 & 23

Rains Tennis Camp  is
scheduled for June 22 and 23
ar the district tennis courts
for incoming third through
ninth graders. The camp will
be held each day from 10:00
aan. o 12:00 pane and the
cost 15 $00 which includes a
camp teshirt and a can of
high quality tennis balls.
Campers need to bring water
botrles and spores related
pear. For more information,
contact the school ar 903-
473-1211 or email oakes-
birerainsisd.ong.

Basketball Camp
July 6-9

The Rains Baskethall
camp for boys and girls will
be held JLI]'r' &9 in Talking-
ton Gym. The cost is 360,
The session for incoming

‘i{"i,'.l.?['l.l..,‘i 1,|'|r(3luy|'| S-i.'.ftl'l FTLIIJLTL‘-
will be 13:00 am. to noon,
while  incoming  seventh
through ninth graders will
hold camp from 1:00 pom. o
3:00 pom. Campers need w
l"rillj.: water ]'-c:atl'.h:b and
sports related gear, For more
information, contact  the
school ar 903-473-2222 or
email oakeshid rainsisd.org.

Football Camp July
21 &22

The Rains Wildeat Youth
Football Camp will be held
on July 21 and 22 at Wildcat
Stadivm from 5:00 p.m. o
T:00 pom. The camp is for
second  through  ninth
praders and the cost is $50.
Campers need to bring water
bottles and sports related
geat. For more information,
comtact the school at 903-
473-2222 or email oakes-
bieevainsisd.org.

COURT

Continued from page 1

the county.

o the public forum, resi-
dents spoke to the court
about books in the Rains
Couney  Library, volunteers
needed for Friends of the
Library, how a county is
hampering data centers and
easements on state highways.

Rains County Judge Brent

Hilliard was not present for
the regular meering.

The next regular meeting
of the Rains County Com-
missioners Court is sched-
uled for Thursday, June 25,
at 10:20 am. in the court-
room of the Rains Counry
Courthouse.

JUNETEENTH

Continued from page 1

paver dedications ar the
Vererans Memorial at the
Rains County Courthouse.

Saturday afternoon acrivi-
ties will conrinue at Sandy
Creek  park  with  music,
dancing, food, pames and
education.

Juneteenth is o federal
heliday commemorating the

emancipation of enslaved
African-Americans with the
original celebration starting
in Galveston in 1863,

All events are free and
open to the public as the
community is invited to join
in the historic celebration
promoting  “Unity in the
Community,”
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620 S. TEXAS ST » EMORY » 903-474-3931
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SAT : 6AM - SALE END

about how 1o play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is o complete the enire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
mumber can only be usad once i each row, once in each column, and once in
each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www sudekuofthaday.com for further tips and help
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Five questions that could
change how you see retirement

Retirement is about more
!]Hl.l'l. :ii'l'l.'i.]l;-_f. Illh ill!"‘:" ill:"“'l.“_
knowing
what you're
saving for, If
you're
within  five
oy Beny years
of  retire-
ment, now is

BRANDOM ROBERTS .
Edward Laes |.E'|-|-L [ LTS 4
Fimmcial Advizer start  build-
ing a plan

ill.'l.l'l.]“l..,l. ‘]1{‘ ]if{' '!ﬂ"'ll ill.'l,'nlillh'
want,

Ask yourself these five
questions to help shape your
retirement vision,

First: “When do vou want
to retire!” Timing affects your
income,  healthcare  and
Social Security benefits more
!]Hl.l'l. Yo |'||.i|'!.' l{':l]i:i".

Second question: "How do
you want to spend  your

days?™ Meaningiul activiry

can help make the transition
"'i'l'l:ll:H"ll'I{'T.

Third: "Where do you
want to live? You'll want to
consider family, healtheare
access and cost of living,
among other factors.

T]H‘ [C:‘1|Tl|1 I.:ll.:ll.'.‘itiLl['l:
“What will your retirement
lifestyle cost!™ The more
ill.'l,i."n'i" YO AT, ll:'ll." e ':,'{'lll
may need to add to your
budgert.

And finally, “Does your
plan include giving back!"™ Tt
might be to family, commu-
|:'|i.1,'!|' O CHSEs Yol Care ;Il'll.llll,.

Your answers are just the
beginning. Work with your
firancial advisor o alipn your
savings with the lifestyle vou
want., And revisic your plan
as priotities evolve.

This content was provided by
Edward Jones for use by Brandon
Roberts, Yo Edward Jones hnancial
advisor in Emory at %03-473.1592

EMORY

Continued from page 1

Baptist  Church.  Church
representatives said increas-
|1:Ij_: ['ll.l."l'll.l:"frhl:'li.]"' '.31“.' cOn-
struction of a new building
have raised safety concerns at
t]:ll." |.'|i.=.l|:'|'l¥".|'!| entrance.

TxDOT will conduct a
traffic study before acting on
t]:ll." l{'l.ll]{'!‘-[. (:Ul”]cil mein-
bers cxpressed hope the limit
would be reduced to 55 mph
o match the posted speed
closer to town,

St. Jude benefit ride
gets green light

Tll.l." l.'l.'l.[:l:lli:jl il.["]"'l'li!"ln'k"l.l i
resolution  authorizing  the
temporary  closure of the
|:|:|H.‘1'.‘il."|.'|::i|i:l|:|. li:li H“'T. |.<|"J. :i]‘il.l.
Huwy. 19 on Saturday mom-
ing to accommodate a St
Jude Children's Hospiral ben-
efit trail ride originating from
the Rains County Fair-
L'rl.ll.u!l.l..‘i.

City staff acknowledged
the late-stage planning cre-
il[l."l.] |1.1;_':|h[||i:;|.[ l.‘l:l.ill.]{.‘“j:'."ﬁ :i]‘il.l.
said the route should be
recomsidered if the event is
I:l.'.'l.l.l. ;l.}_'ili.ll. e Xl '!|L'H|'. TEl.l."
ride took place Saturday,
June 12,

EDC awards parking

lot improvement grants

The council approved
Economic Development
Corp. parking lor improve-
ment grants totaling $55,000
for four local businesses,
Wilson-Orwoski - Funeral
Home and Wilson Heating
and Air will each receive up
te $15,000; the Alexander
Building — home to Pizza
Hut, Edward Jones and CK's
— will receive up to £15,000;
and Emory Auto Supply will
receive up to 510,000, The
EDC received 15 applications
this year.

City to handle water
grant a&p]icatinn
in-house

T]H.‘ l.'l.?‘“ﬂ':i.] "u'l.'[ﬂ.'li.[ [ IT4]
pursue a Texas Water Devel-
opment Board water supply
iltl.l.] i|'||f:| AslTuCTure ;_':l'.i:l:.l wilh-
out hiring an outside grant
writer. Ciry staff said the
application  process, while
more invaolved than some
previous grants, Is manage-
ill:"]{‘ it'l'll.l.H.I."-l.=I ill'l'LI ||'|i|| E":-i'ﬁ'i.ll.::
a grant consultant — poten-
tially several hundred thou-
.‘iﬂ]:ll.l. I.]li:l[]i'”'.‘i S “‘{""I.'.l. rl."l.]llli:l."
money available for the water
project itself. Staff said che
application is roughly half
complete.

Surveying firm selected

The council  selected
MyWorld Surveying as the
city's contracted surveying
firrn following a request-for-
qualifications  process that
drew responses from three
companies. City administra-
tor Drown said  formalizing
the contract removes any
appearance of favoritism and
gives all city departments a

clear point of contact for
surveying needs,

Handicap parking
concerns raised

A resident who uses a
wheelchair addressed the
council abour ADA-compli-
ant handicap parking, citing
deficiencies at city facilities
i|||.|.|. ]"'] i."-'il':{‘ |.1||.!‘-||'I|.‘.‘i."l."?-
including the police depart-
ment and the downtown
HLl_U;”'L'. TI:l.L' I."l"'ll[l.l:i.I COmumin-
ted to reviewing city ordi-
nances and consulting with
the city attorney. Staff noted
ADA compliance require-
ments are tied to permitting
i|||.|.|. 1|:'|i|1 |]“.' 'L"U'll][h'i"ll.?\-l.'
square falls under county —
not city jurisdiction.

Other business

The council reappointed
Blake Cooper as mayor pro
(=3 141 i|||.|.|. l‘j(?ll]hi Ri'll:'"."] 111
municipal court clerk. The
police department received
il["l:“".'\'id |:.=-r | ]2'”1{111[]5.
$14%-per-month  contract
with TransUnion Risk Aleer-
native for an investigative
identity and location
research tool used in criminal
investigations. Chiel Demps
said the tool is auditable,
requires a case number for
L"ln'{‘|"3| :‘-L";‘I.‘I'L‘I:l. ilt'l.LJ '|'|"i|.] ]"'L'
limited to authorized person-
nel.

Staff also reported the
city's property and evidence
reom has been reorganized
ilt'll.] r1||.]1| :i|'|'-'L't'|[l.||'|l."I.J E':?I.]U'n’i"
Ing a transition tooa new
records management systen,
and that police department
policy development through
Lexipol is approximately 40
percent complere. The ciry is
approaching  24-hour  patrol
coverage, short only about 20
hours per pay period, a gap
expected to close once an
officer finishes field training.

Rains County Appraisal
Dhstrict Chief  Appraiser
Sherry McCall presented the
district’s proposed fiscal year
2027 budget, which reflects a
modest  3-percent overall
increase. Mo council action
was required. The district's
public hearing is scheduled
for 12:00 pone on the third
Thursday  of July at the
appraizal office,

The council moved into
executive session at the close
of the regular meeting to
discuss the reappointment of
the municipal court judge.
The council returned 45
|:'||.‘il|.|.||k"."\- I;l“.‘fl |:|'||.":|:| 1".":|i|:1'
pointed  Abby  Bounds  as
municipal court judge.

(:t?l]t]tll ||'||.‘||'||.1'."T.'1 Tl'i"n'l."-
FPotts, Blake Cooper, Lord
Honeycutt, and Jacob Roan
were  in attendance  and
Mayor Earl Hill T presided
over the meeting.

The next repular council
meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday evening, July 14, at
T:00 pan. in the council

chamber at Emory City Hall.

POPPERS

Continued from page 1

time community tradition in
Emory, drawing families and
residents together each sum-
mer for an Independence
I}il'ln' I'L:E.']‘l‘] ralio. T]“.' l'.'il.li';.'l."]-
lation is particularly notable
this vear, as 2026 marks the
L5, Sa-mh{ui:1-.'|::L1-'.'11I1'L:L] —_
the 250th anniversary of the
nation's founding.

Tl'll." \;{"ILH'II.{‘['I..‘H HL"T"-'I.I.:L"
Club encouraged residents to
mark the holiday by artend-
N TA I“il.'{".'l";:l]'lﬁ..‘i
nearby communities. Offi-
cials specifically pointed to
celebrations hosted l1'5.' East
Tawakoni and Lake Fork as

alternatives for local families

events  in

seeking Fourth of July festiv-
iries,

“We understand this news
will be disappeinting to
['ll.:l.]i'!.' E.i'll.'li['i‘l‘."i :|[|.L| COominu-
nity members who lock
forward to Poppers in the
P:i]’lﬁ. I.‘:ll.:l'l '!.'l.':ll.'.“ ||'||.' L'Il.lll"'
said., “We sincerely appreci-
ate the support, enthusiasm,
and encourageinent that our
community has shown for
this event over the vears.”

TIiL" L'l.'ll.!‘ rxph.‘:i.-\.-.‘d |'H'|]"'L'
for future opportunities to
bring  the  community
I!t:-z_'rlll.-:r and Ih:LnL'L'L] resi-
dents for their continued
support.
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County Road 3200

By Linda Brendle
David and T have driven
CR 3200 thousands of times
since we moved to Emory in
2011, It is the only way to pet
from Highway 19 or FM 515

to where

we
live. It's
never been
the greatest

-
road — it's
narrow  and
las e

shoulders,
and meeting
a vehicle
coming
toward  you
has always been an exercise
in negotiation or a “shall we
dance” rourine, But in the
last year or so, David has
described the experience of
driving it as “like navigating
a mine field.”

The road has been par-
tially resurfaced once in the
fifteen years we've been here,
A section covering several
hundred yards from Highway
19 were scraped and black-
topped — but it didn't last.
Like the rest of the road the
top layers have peeled and
flaked until the entire toute
looks like an archeological
dig revealing strata of past
cultures. Chunks of asphalt
and caliche break off along
the sides and fall into the bar
ditch making the road even
more narrow. And don't get
me started on the potholes!
The hazards range from mild
depressions to  full-blown
craters, and they can be
particularly dangerous to
anyone who is unfamiliar
with their location, espe-
cially in the section where
the trees form a canopy and
the  flickering  sunlight
through the leaves makes
them difficult to spot. From
time to time a road crew
comes through and showvels
some loose asphalt into the
worst of the holes, but that
lasts until the first gully
washer comes along,

These driving conditions
are not only annoying and
uncomfortable, but they can
also be hard on vehicles. A
year or sooago, we noticed
some wind noise coming
from the back seat of our
KIA. An  investigation
revealed that one of the
windows was down  about
half an inch. Owver the next

LINDA BItEHDI.E
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few days, this happened
frequently with the gap
widening until the window
E-it1:1||'r' slid all the way down
and wouldn't close again.
We discovered thar the
raising/lowering  mechanism
involves a plastic pear wheel,
and all the teeth on the
wheel had  broken  off.
Sounds simple enough, but
no amount of duct tape
would  keep the window
closed, and it cost close to a
thousand dollars to get it
repaired. That was  bad
enough, but over the next
several months, the other
three windows did the same
thing. There's no way to
know exactly what caused
the failure of those pears, but
David is convinced that the
vears of pounding over rough
tertain was the main contrib-
utor to the problem.

had my own close
encounter with one of the
potholes recently which set
off an entire comedy of
ertors, except there was
really nothing funny about it.
In my defense, | was doing
the speed limic which is
thirty miles an houwr, so speed
wasn't a factor, And it was in
the section where there is a
pothole on both sides of the
road, so you have to go into
the ditch ro straddle one or
the other, or you have to
squeeze in between, Some-
how, T didn't manage to do
cither, and 1 hit one of the
holes head on. By the time |
traveled the last mile o the
house, the battery light was
on and the car was making a
squealing noise. [t turned our
that the serpentine belt had
broken, but again, in my
defense, David said it was old
and brittle and would have
broken soon anyway,

[ don't know anything
about working on cars, but |
know that newer ones and
far more difficult to work on
than the models of my youth.
David purchased a new belt,
and with the help of Ed,
Tom, and Bill, they managed
to pet the old one off but
couldn't get the new one on.
Trying to avoid a tow charpe,
David asked Tom if he'd
bring his trailer over and
help get the car to the shop.
The only problem was that
the trailer lims metal rails on
the side that were just high

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-TYLER
UT Tyler Recognizes Students on
Spring 2026 President's Honor Roll

The University of Texas
at Tyler announced students
who were named to the
spring 2026 President's
Honor Roll.

To qualify for the Presi-
dent's Honor Roll ar UT
Tyler, a student must have
completed, in one term, 12
ot more credit hours of
undergraduate college-level
credit with a grade of "A™ in

all courses. The President's
Honor Roll is awarded only
in fall and spring semesters
to students pursuing a bac-
calaureate degree. Students
named to the President's
Honor Baoll are not named o
the Dean's List.

Students from Emory whoe
were named to the Presi-
dent’s Honor Roll are: Emma
Lloyd, School of Nursing,

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-TYLER
UT Tyler Recognizes Students on
Spring 2026 Dean'’s List

TYLER — The University
of Texas ar Tyler announced
the students who were
named to the spring 2026
Dean's List,

Nolan Hartman, College

Be prepared,
not scared.

of Engineering, of Emory,
earned the honor of being
named to the dean's list for
the spring 2026 semester,
To qualify for the univer-
sity Dean's List, a student

Considering the number of disasters that have occurred in the past

decade, chances are you'll experience some sort of emergency.

Batwaen scheel, sports and other activities. chances are you wen't

be with your kids when it happens.

Ready. govikids has the tools be make preparing easy and sven Tun,

so0 your kids can feel...

'I.lmy

G to
www.Ready.gov/kids

and talk to your family today.

@l FEMA
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enough o prevent opening
the doors. | didn’t withess
the entire procedure, so I'm
not sure '..\.'Eﬂ,.' Dravid climbed
out of the car after he drove
it onte the trailer. Probably
to help Tom secure the car
so they didn't lose it on the
way, When [ came out to
watch, they were trying o
fipure out how David could
pet back inside to back the
cat off when they arrived at
their destination. The win-
dow was still open, and Tom
suggested they just lift me up
and pitch me in, but David
gallantly, but not very grace-
f-u“':.r.. crawled back inside.

When the car was ready,
we drove the Pontiac over to
pick it up. Normally, [ avoid
driving the Pontiac because
it's old and has issues which
[ won't go into here. But this
time, [ told David T wanred
him to drive the KIA so he
could make sure everything
was in working order. It
wasn't. When he shifted into
drive, every red warning light
on the dashboard came on,
He pulled right back in, and
after a quick inspection, the
mechanic said it was proba-
bly the speed sensor in of the
wheels. We ook the car o
the shop that recently did »
brake job on it, and they said
one of the sensors said we
were poing 165 miles an hour
when we were sitting still!
Yeah, that was a problem. [t
took them a few days to pet
the part, but the car was safe
o ;sriw: in the meantime.
However, the cruise control,
the ABS system, the front
cameta and anything else
attached to that  sensor
didn't work,

[ don't even know how
much my little run-in with
the pothole cost to repair,
but everything's back in
working order now. 'm not
saying that all the car prob-
lems we've had over the
years are the fault of the road
conditions, but [ do traverse
the “minefield” very carefully
now. Recently, David has
been talking about trading
cars. Maybe our next vehicle
should be o Humvee.

Linda Brendle wrires a weekly

coluimin  for  Believers’ Bapaisn
Church. She s a published author
and also writes abour caregiving,

fadrh, and family oo her Blog ar heepe/
Jwww. LifeAfrerCaregiving.
WordPress.com, You can e-mail hee

ar LindaBrendleis ]..'Jhm.-.....u.u.

Bryan Maldonado, School of

Nursing, and Madison
Moczygemba, School  of
Mursing.

Students fromm Point who
were named to the Presi-
denr’s Honor Roll are: Jor-
dan Montalve, College of
Engineering and Bailie Scott,
School of Mursing.

must have completed 12 or
more credit hours of under-
graduate college-level credit
in the awarding term with a
g[ﬂi.l‘.'. [“:lj'l'l[ ;I\"‘.'Ti_l.f_':l.." ﬂ:l:l- at

least 3.75.
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The Forgotten History
of Father's Day

“A father carries pictures
where his money used to be.'

Steve Martin
Settled on our calendars

and marked the third sum-
mer Sunday

in June
comes the
most hum-
ble of all our
]’]ll-]ill.‘!':,'}'-.
More socks,
ties, and
’ CEAYON-COV-
JODY DYER ered cards

Typewriter Wankiy

are awarded
on this day
than on any other in the
vear., Some call the day
“Dad's Second Christrnas.”
Mo matter our age, if we are
still blessed with a living
father, we celebrate. If Dad
has passed, we remember
him, Dad's day is, of course,
Father's Day. How did it
start! [ wanted o know. ..

While it seems that some
forms  of father remem-
brances were practiced even
in ancient times and at
various places, as it turns
out, two intrepid women
deserve credit for launching
our American version  of
Father's Dhay.

We know that Mother's
Day gained traction first
(origimally organized in 1908
and then recognized as a
national holiday in 1914).
Perhaps  inspired by the
success of Mother's Day, the
first Father's Day service
oceurred in Fairmont, Yir-
ginia in July of 1908, But the
seed of this first Father's Day
wis birthed from tragedy.

The Monongah |mn|.11r__[
disaster was the result of ;
coal mine explosion tlmt
happened on December 6,

1907, in Monongah, West
Virginia. [t has  been
described as “the worst

mining disaster in American
history.” The official death
toll was 361, but it is
believed rthat rthe acrual
number was much higher.
The disaster widowed 250
and left over 1,000 children
fatherless. Owerwhelming
grief permeated the entire
stare.

Six moenths later, i the
summer of 1908, Grace

Golden Clayton was mourn-
ing the loss of her own
father. Prompted by her grief
and considering the recent
and incalculable loss  of
fathers in the mine disaster,
she  organized 2 special
memorial service, held on
July 5, 1908. This obser-
vance was well received, but
did not, however, become an
annual  event, in part
because of its date. They
tried to continue the prac-
tice every year, but the day
wias always overshadowed by
the 4th of July, But Father's
Day was o carch on in a
different place, on the other
side of the country, The next
veat, in 1909 a woman in
Washington  state  would
take up the cause.

The practical origins of
Father's Day as we celebrate
it here in America are pri-
marily the work of Sonora
Louwise  Smart Dodd  of
Spokane, Washington, She
initially proposed the idea of
a Father's Day to honor her

father, William Jackson
Smart.
William Smart was a

farmer and Civil War vet-
eran. Bornin 1847 in Arkan-
sas, he had the unusual
experience of fighting on
both sides during the war. As
an Arkansas native, he first
fought for the Confederacy.
But in 1863 he switched
sides to fight for the Undon.
When the war ended,
William martied his first wife
Elizabeth. In 1878, she died
and William was left to care
for his three children — an
infant daughter, a five-year-
old son, and a six-year-old
$00.

After two years of single
fatherhood, William remar-
ried in 1880, His second wife
Ellen had three children of
her own, William and Ellen,
apparently determined o be
fruttful and muleiply, added
seven more children to their
family and moved from
Arkansas to a farm in the
Pacitic Northwest,

William  was  widowed
again in 1898 when Ellen
died. His older children were
prown, but he was left o
raise his 16-year-old daugh-
ter Sonora, and five sons,
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said in
later wyears that her dad
performed the role of father
“with courage and selfless-
ness until we were all in

ages 7-15. Sonora

homes of cur own. William
Smart was a good dad.

While  attending  a
Mother's Day service in
1909, Sonora Dodd  was

inspired. She thought we
needed a holiday for fathers.
Soon she convinced  the
Spokane Ministerial Associ-
ation and the YMUA 1o set
aside a Sunday in June to
celebrate fathers, On June
19, 1910, the first Father's
Day events were held in
Spokane, These popular and
publicized events struck
chord with the rest of the
country, soon reaching all
the way to Washington,
D.C.

I 1913 a Father's Day kill
was introduced in Congress.
In spite of an endorsement
from President Woodrow
Wilson, it did not pass. Eight
years later, President Calvin
Coolidege siened a resolution
in favor of Father's Day, but
nothing more  happened.
Later, in 1966, President
Lyndon Johnson signed an
executive order proposing
that Father's Day be cele-
brated the third Sunday in
June. But it wasn't until 1972
during  Richard  Nixon's
administeation that Congress
passed an act establishing
Father's Day as a national
|:1ulinl'r1':.l.

This Father's Day, if you
are still blessed to have your
dad, consider doing these
three things. Forgive his
failures. Being a dad is hard
work and ir's easy 1o make
mistakes. Then pgive him a
good, hard hue, Dads need
these too. And tell him you
lowve him. That's all he needs.
And maybe just one more
pair of socks...

oD% DYER is a colummist,
auwthor, and former reacher. Described
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a
baseball €am, coffec  roaster, and
.||.':.'|.||:|'||l||>|'||.'x|. fesal |1|||: Erapgnat. He
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors,
and &5 good with dogs and children.
He is the tfarher of I!|'|ru|.', amd lives
with his wife in Texas,

speteriterweskly.com
© 2026 Judy Dyer

"The spider looks
for a merchant
who doesn't
advertise so he
can spin a web
across his door
and lead a life of

undisturbed

|

peace!
-Mark Twain

WHEN MONEY STAYS IN
OUR COMMUNITY
OUR LOCALTAX DOLLARS SUPPORT:

POLICE & FIRE DEPARTMENTS

AND KEEPS US ALL WORKING

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSESS
LET'S KEEP OUR ECONOMY GROWING

STREETS & PARKS
& OTHER CITY SERVICES

E-Statements Are More Convenient
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M v .
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Sheriff’s Report

Rains County Leader

The Rains County Sheriff's
Office took the following
reports of activity during the
week of June 8-14:

Arrests

6-8: Kan-
dra Michelle
Murphy.
Exploitation
of child/
elderly/dis-
abkled,
$500,000
bomd.

6111 George Lee Peeples.
Appravated assault with a
deadly weapon, $75,000 bond.

6-12:  Diylan Christian
Cunningham. Driving while
intoxicared with a B.AC, of

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Fisbns Cruirey Sherif)

preater than or equal o 0,15,
$50,000 bond.

6-14: Garrert Scott Land.
Driving while intoxicated,
$5,000 bond.

Calls

6-8: Hwy. 176 Accident;
FM 3299 Extra patrol; FM 47
Extra patral; CR 3135 Extea
patrol;  Elaine St Smoke
investigation; Hwy, 69 Extra
patrol; Enterprise Blvd. Busi-
ness alarm; E Lennon Dr,
Business alarm; Duffy St
Medical assist; CR 2570 Extra

atrel; Sheriff's Office (S0)
obby  Meet  complainant;
Diotis Briggs Phwy. Accident;
N Planters St. Extra patrol,;
Hwy. &% Vehicle in the

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

Gains seen in all subjects on

Texas high school soudents
showed improvement in every
subject in this spring's end-of-
course STAAR exams, the
Texas Edu-
catlion
Apgency
reported.

)
resules
include
As55e 58S -
ments  in
Algebra 1,
English 1,
English 11, biclogy and U5
history. The biggest improve-
ment was in biology, with 71
percent of students meeting
expectations, up 9 percent.

“These results reflect the
hard work of Texas students,
cducators and families and
demonstrate  that  focused
instruction and high expecta-
tioms continue to produce
positive outcomes for stu-
dents across our state,” said
Commissioner Mike Morath.
“These results may also be
reflective of the lepislature's
ban of cell phone use in
classrooms, so that students

GARY BORDERS

Texen Parne Amocranenm

ate berter able o stay focused
on their schoolwork while at
school.”

FParents and families can
access their child's individual
STAAR EOC results throush
their school district’s family
portal or by visiting Texas-
Assessment.gov and using the
unigue access code provided
by their child's school.

STAAR results for stu-
dents in grades 3-8 will be
available this week.

Schools will begin phasing
our STAAR end-of-year test-
ing beginning in the 2027-
2018 school year.

Experts warn charter
school boom could bust

The pace of growth of
charter schools in Texas
slowed this past school year,
with experts warning that the
enrollment drops facing tradi-
tiotial school districts could
begin to affect charters, The
Texas Tribune reporred. With
declining  birth  vares, the
growth  of vouchers, and
increased immigratien
enforcement, experts say the

readway; Duffy St Distur-
bance; FM 3299 Medical
assist; Hwy. 69 Welfare con-
cern; East Tawakoni (ET)
Briges Blvd. Medical assist; E
Lennon De. Medical assist;
SO lobby Meer complaimant;
PR 7709 Disturbance; CR
3330 Vehicle in roadway; CR
3330 Reckless driver; 5 Texas
St. Accident; Hwy, 69 Pedes-
trian stop; Hwy, 69 Reckless
driver; N Hwy. 19 Medical
assist; Bavine St Medical
assist; FM 275 Extra patrol;
FM 1946 Extra patrol,

6-9: Hwy. 69 Extra patrol;
Ouidtiman 5. Meer  com-
plainant; E Lennon Dr. Busi-
ness alarm; CR 2300 Medical
assist; E Lennon Dr. Found

STAAR tests

prowrh of charter schools may
SOOM TEVETSE.

“They're headed to a cliff,
for sure,” said Bob Temple-
ton, a senior consultant with
an Austin-based public policy
fitm called STRIVE. "And 1
don't know if it's going to be
next year, but it could defi-
nitely be within five years.”

Texas public schools this
past year experienced their
%im non-pandemic  enroll-
ment decline in nearly 40
years, with 76,000 fewer
students. The drop was pri-
marily among Hispanic stu-
dents in radirional neighbor-
hood  campuses.  Charrer
schools still increased enroll-
ment, but at a lower rate
They now educate roughly
446,000 students, or 8 per-
cent of the state's nearly 3.5
million public school sru-
dents.

“It was the changes in
immigrarion enforcement
that caused the enrollment to
turn the way thar it turned
this year, especially as it
relates to the Hispanic com-
munity,” said Templeton.

property; Hwy, 19N Medical
assist; FM 2946 Animal wel-
fare concern; SO lobby Meet
complainant; E Lennon D,
Follow up investigation; S
Texas 5t Medical  assis;
Alexander Dr. Debris in the
readway; SO lobby  Meet
complainant;  FM - 3199
Motorist assist; CRO1295
Medical assist; Woods St
Medical assist; W Lennon Dy
Medical assist; Tawakoni Dr.
Suspicious person; CR 3210
Extra patrol.

0-10: FM 47 Extra patrol,
CR 3480 Exora parrol;
Wiightway Dr. Mtalir.:nru.lisi.*it;
FM 515 Accident; CR 1360
Medical assist; ET Elm St
Civil marter; Hwy. G9W
Medical assist; Duffy St
Medical assist; SO lobby Meet
complainant; CR 1495 Death;
ET Lake Shore Ln. Suicidal
subject; Point 1st St Animal
bite; SO lobby Meet coin-
plamant x 3; Skyline Dr,
Criminal trespass; N Texas St.
Meet complainant; Point N
1st. St Livestock on roadway;
CR 1330 Animal welfare
concerty; CR 3030 Civil mat-
ter; Smith Cir, Motorist assist;
SO Medical assis; CR 4254
Medical assist; W Lennon Dy
Meer complainant; Puckertt
Pass Medical assist; Hwy, 19
Reckless driver; CR 1691
Medical assist.

6-11: Tawakoni Dr. [nves-
tigation; ET Center Dr. Suspi-
cious activity; Hwy, 69 Suspi-
cious activity; Duffy St. Noise
complaint; ET Elim L. Civil
matter; PR 7330 Animal
welfare concern; W Lennen
Dir. Flock hit Puckert Pass
Medical assist; SO lobby Meet
complainant; Duffy St Wel-
fare concern; E Lennon Dr
Criminal  trespass;  FM
2Mb6Abandoned vehicle; SO
lobby Warrant service; CR
4254 Medical assist; Hwy, 276
Welfare concern; CR 4253
Medical assist; Hwyo 276 a
Skyline Dr. Welfare concern;
Hwy, 6% ac FM 779 Accident;
FM 779 Welfare concern; CR

4150 Medical assist; Lake
Tawakoni Stranded boater;
Fid 47 Weliare concern;
2-mile bridge Reckless driver;
Point Hwy, 69 Agency assist;
PR 7715 Deadly conduct; PR
17704 Death; Duffy St Suspi-
cious activity; CR 1605 Live-
stock on roadway’ Hwy. 276
Muotorist assist.

6-12: CR 4020 Medical
assist; CR 2350 Livestock on
roadway; CR 1495 Controlled
burn; W Lennen Dr, Medical
assist; CR 3445, Medical
assist; CR 4154 Medical assist;
PR 7710 Medical assist; FM
514 Medical assist; CR 3202
Medical assist; Sreamboat
Shores Extra patrol; Quitman
St Repossession; FM 47 Meer
complainane; CR 2250 Wel-
fare concern; E Lennon Dr,
Criminal trespass; N Texas St
Funeral escore; FM 515 at CR
3330 Accident; PR 5449
Suspicious vehicle; CR 1325
Girass fire; FM 513 Suspicious
vehicle; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; FM 47 Medical
assist; ET Lyon Ln. Warrant
service; Point Ind St Medical
assist; ET Hwy. 276 Agency
Assist.

6-13: CR 4453 Welfare
concerty, 5 FM 779 Stolen
vehicle; CR 1495 Controlled
burn; Hwy., 276 Domestic
distuthbance; Hwy. 276 Con-
trolled burn; Plancers St City

ordinance vielation;
Greenville  Apency  assist
Sundown  Rd.; FM 1946

Disturhance; CR 3150 Grass
fire; E Letmon D Mototrist
assist; 3 Texas St Ciry ordi-
nance violation; Duffy St
Moise complaing; FM 515
Medical assist; Santa Fe St
Damaged Property; 5 Texas
St Pedestrian stop; CR 4235
Moise complaint; ET Center
D, Medicail assist; Point Rabe
Rd. Suspicious person.

6-14: Hwy, 69 Motorist
assist; S0 Suspicious vehicle;
Lakeshore Ln. Missing person.
Planters St. Business alarm; 5
Texas St Accident; FM 2734
Motorist assist; CR 1495

Extra parrol; CR 3190 Dam-
aged property; CR 3380 Med-
ical assist; FM 515 Agency
assist; Hwy, 69 Animal wel-
fare concern; Point S Ist 5t
Business alarm; Rabe St
Assault; 5 Dunbar Ln. Distur-
bance; Hwy., 69 Reckless
driver; ET Hwy. 176 Meet
complainant; Hwy, 19N Med-
ical assist; CR 1495 Medical
assist; Hwy. 19N Medical
assist; CR 1308 Disturbance;
CRO1525 Welfare concern;
CR 3202 Medical assist; Hwy.
276 Motorist assist; Steam-
boat Shores Extra patrol; CR
3380 Extra patrol; FM 515
Suspicious activicy; CRO1402
Extra patrol; Hwy, 69 Extra
patrel

The Sheriff's Department
reported 329 ealls for the
week. Among the calls were]d
criminal trespass, 2 damaged
property, | deadly conduct, |
debris m roadway; 6 distur-
bance, | domestic distur-
bance, 18 extra patrol, 2 fire
alarm, 3 follow up investiga-
tion, | found property, 1
funeral escort, | investigation,
3 livestock on roadway, 16
meet complainant, 3 noise
complaint, I prass fives, 21
public service, 5 reckless
drivers, | repossession, 1
smoke investigation, 1 stolen
wehicle, 1 missing person, |
sttanded boater, 1 suicidal
subject, 3 suspicious activity,
4 suspicious person, I suspi-
cious wvehicle, 1 thefr, 2
vehicle in roadway, 2 warrant
service, 9 welfare concern, 7
accidents, 3 controlled burns,
2 deaths, 1 public assist, |
arrest, 2 pedestrian stop, 1
nl‘umdame‘-r vehicle, 1 flock
hit, 4 agency assist, 5 business
alarm, [ animal bite, 4 animal
welfare concern, 1 assault, 7
maotorist assist, 1 oeity ordi-
nance violation, and 3 civil
matter,

There were 125 rraflic
stops, 93 warnings, 24 cita-
tions, 40 medical calls, and 24
Eransports.

STATE OF TEXASR

BAINS COUNTY

NOTICE OF SALE

BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER OF SALE

and issued pursuant to judgment decree(s) of the District Court of Rains County, Texas, by the Clerk of said Court on said date, in the hereinafter numbered and styled suit{s) and to
me directed and delivered as Sheriff or Constable of said County, | have on June 3, 2026, seized, levied upon, and will offer for sale the following properties, on the first Tuesday in July,
2026, the same being the Tth day of said month, at the west side of the Courthouse of the said County, in the Ciry of Emory, Texas, between the hours of 10 o'clock o and 4 o'clock
pome onsaid day, beginning at 10:30 AM, and will proceed to sell for cash to the highest bidder all the night, title, and interest of the defendants in such suitis) in and o the following

deseribed real estate levied upon as the property of said defendants, the same lping and being situated in the County of Rains and the Stare of Texas, to-wit:

Sale Cause # Acce # Style of Case Legal Description Adjudged
# Judgment Dare Oircler Tssue Dare Walue
1 FAITX O0RT7-0130-0010-43 RAINS COUNTY, ET AL V5, TREACT 1 ABS: 87 SUR: REBECCA FINLEY 0.25 AC $144,589.00
02/06/26 JUNE 03, 2026 MIGUEL ONTIVEROS
SALE MOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
2 FAITX 008702 30-0000-43 RAINS COUNTY, ET AL VS, TRACT 2 ABST: 87 SUR: REBECCA FIMLEY 0.361 AC £60,486.00
02/06/26 JUNE 03, 2026 MIGUEL ONTIVEROS
SALE MOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
i 3200TX 0143-0050-0000-43 RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ABS: 145 SUR: JOHN LEE 48.00 AC F270,719.00
01/23/26 JUNE 03, 2026 DISTRICT, ET AL V5. SANDREA LYNMNE
SALLEY SALE MOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXESHLAND LOCKED)
4 JI0ETX 0206- 1650-0000-42 RAINS COUNTY, ET AL V& CHRISTIMNA ABS: 206 & 15 SUR: RAYMOND SUNIGAS & 5T, BELT 0.20 ACRES S0p, 108,00
10/ 10/25 JUNE 03, 2026 MERONEY, AKA CHRISTINA LEE
BARIENTOS MERONEY SALE NOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
3 3266TX 0206-1410-0030A-42 | RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ABRS: 206 RAYMOND SUNIGAS TRACT 3 0.77% AC $32,922.00
12/19/75 JUNE 03, 2026 DISTRICT, ET AL W&, RICK WELLS, ET AL
SALE NOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
] ITETX 2753-0000-0221-43 RAINS COUNTY, ET AL V5. ALONDRA ABS: 189 SUR: GEORGE RITTER, SHADY GROVE ESTATES, LOT 13 1.134 $215,594.00
01/23/26 JUNE 03, 2026 LEON CARMONA AC
SALE NOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
T F19ETX 0263-0030-0000-43 RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ##r+ THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY WAS STRUCKOFF AT A PREVIOUS $112,337.00
08/12/25 OCTORER 3, 2025 | DISTRICT, ET AL V5. HORACE HOSKINS, | TAX SALE AND IS NOW BEING OFFERED FOR RESALE*=**
ET AL
ABS: 263 SUR: JOHMN WILLIAMS 17.00 AC
SALE NOTES:
(LAND LOCKED)

(any volume and page references, unless otherwise indicated, being to the Deed Records,
description of each respective trace.) or, upon the written request of said defendants or their artorney, a sufficient portion of the property described above shall be sold to sarisfy said
judgment(s), interest, penalties, and cost; and any propercy sold shall be subject to the right of redemprion of the defendants or any person having an interest therein, to redeem the
said property, or their interest therein, within the tme and in the manner provided by law, and shall be subject to any other and further rights o which the defendants or anyone
interested therein may be entitled, under the provisions of law. Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the judgment(s) rendered in the above styled and numbered cause(s), together
with interest, penalties, and costs of suit, and the proceeds of said sales to be applied to the satisfaction thereof, and the remainder, if any, to be applied as the law directs,

Rains County, Texas, to which instruments reference may be made for a more complete

RECENT CHANGES IN THE PROPERTY TAX CODE NOW REQUIRE PURCHASERS OF TAX SALE PROTERTY TO HAVE A STATEMENT FROM THE RAINS

COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR CERTIFYING THAT THE PERSON/FIRM/COMPANY PURCHASING PROPERTY AT A TAX SALE OWES NO DELINOUENT

PROPERTY TAXES TO ANY TAXING ENTITY WITHIN THE COUNTY. YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE A TAX SALE DEED TO ANY PROPERTY YOU PURCHASE

WITHOUT THIS CERTIFICATE.

TO QBTAIN A CERTIFICATE, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR RAINS COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR AT LEAST TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE SALE.

MNotes:

Dated at Emory, Texas, June 3, 2026

Sheriff irﬁ@kins
ounty, 5

Rain

By

[

eputy

The Minimum Bid is the lesser of the amount awarded in the judgment plus interest and costs or the adjudzed value. However, the Minimum Bid for a person owning an interest in the
property or for a person who is a party to the suit {other than a taxing unit), is the aggregate amount of the judgments against the property plus all costs of suir and sale. ALL SALES
SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION WITHOUT PRIOR MOTICE. THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL TAXES DUE ON THE PROFERTY WHICH HAVE BEEN ASSESSED SINCE
THE DATE OF THE JUDGMENT. For more informarion, contact your attorney or LINEBARGER GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP, attornmey for plaintiffs, ac (903) 397-2897
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THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
No Second Term for Depression Governor

by Bartee Haile

Ross Shaw Sterling kicked
off his campaign for governor
o June 20, 1930 by intro-
ducing  himself to  the
Huntsville erowd as “the far
by from
Buffalo
Bayou.”

The 265-
pound mul-
timillionaire
poked fun at
his gigantic
girth fo
divert atten-
tion from his
much bigger bank account.
Sterling also never let vorers
torget that he started life as
a dirt-poor farm boy in
Chambers County, who had
o quit school at 13 o lend
his widowed father of twelve
a full-time hand.

Sterling's mereoric rags-
to-tiches rise began in 1903
at Sour Lake, where he sold
everything under the sun
the vilfield workers. Within
a decade, he was the found-
ing president of Humble Oil
Company and well on his
way to amassing a colossal
fortune  estimated ar $30
million ot neatly a billion in
today's dollars,

Selling his ol interests in
1925, Sterling plowed his
profits back into real estare
and publishing in his new
hometown of Houston, He
merged The Post and The
Disparch into a single news-
paper and recruited former
governor William . Hobby
to oversee the enterprise.
The Post-Disparch waged a
no-quarter war of words with
Gov. Miriam A, Ferguson
and  her  husband  Jim,
Hobby's impeached prede-
cessor, and helped Attormey
General Dan Moody upser
“Ma" in her 1926 reelection
bid.

Presuming  the amnesty
bill criacted during his wife's
administration had restored
his political rights, “Pa"

BARTEE HAILE

Hustsrizal Coliprmain

state supreme court reaf-
firmed irs 1924 ruling thar
banned him for life from
public  office, Jim again
persuaded his obliging mare
to tun in his place.

Sterling entered the con-
pested  race against  the
advice of friends, who argued
that his enormous wealth
would alienate an electorate
hard hit by the deepening
Depression. Although  he
rrailed “Ma” Ferguson by
72,000 wvores, barely 20
percent of the ballors, an
anti-Ferguson  avalanche
carried him to victory in the
runoff,

The affable amateur could
not have picked a worse time
to rule the Lone Star roost,
Like the puzzled occupant of
the White House, Stetling
was blamed for the dead-as-
a-doornail  economy, the
disappeatance of thousands
of jobs and the lack of a
“safety net” to keep the
unemployed  from Fal]ing
through the cracks. He was,
in short, the Herbert Hoover
of Texas.

The quasi-populist appeal
of Fergusonism was made to
order for the campaign of
1932, “Farmer Jim" ham-
mered away at the incum-
bent's dubious devorion to
high interest rates, seemingly
superfluous  highway con-
struction projects and the
controversial armed occupa-
tion of the East Texas oil-
field. Srerling's attempt o
curtail production by small-
time operators smacked of
corporate  cronyism, espe-
cially since the Narional
Guard commander was the
top attorney for Texaco and
his right-hand man was a
Gulf executive,

Stetling’s  vulnerability
attracted a horde of hope-
fuls, who split the anri-Fer-
puson forces  into  hostile
factions and enabled Miriam
to build up a six-figure lead
in the first round. She held

Fergusons' reputation for
stuffing  ballor boxes, he
dragged the legislature back
to Austin for a special ses-
sion and indignantly
demanded a full-scale inves-
tigation. As expected, the
lawmakers wanted no part of
a precedent-setting  post-
mortem and in effect told
the lame duck o ke it like
A tnart.

But there was no stopping
the sore loser, who would
have gladly sold his soul o
the devil to prevent the
Fergusons' return to power,
Stetling went to court to
have the election results set
aside only to provoke a
successful  counter-suit by
“Ma,” who was declared the
undispured Dlemocraric
nominee for governor.

Sterling shocked and sad-
dened his most steadfast
supporters by endorsing the
Republican candidate in the
eneral election. This sym-
Enlic act of defiance had no
decisive impact at the polls
but made the defector per-
manently persona non grata
in the Democratic Party.

An inflammatory off-the-
cufl comment strengthened
speculation that Sterling had
taken leave of his senses. He
actually wished out loud for
“somebody to shoot Fergu-
son in the foot so as to end
the threat he presented o
Texas politicians every two
vears.” Even in the no-holds-
barred arena of Lone Star
politics,  his  irresponsible
remark was clearly out-of-
hounds.

As a parting gesture of
contempt, the outpoing gov-
ernor broke with traditon by
hoyeotting the inauguration
of Miriam Ferguson in Janu-
ary 1933 To most Texans,
this was just bad manners
and final proof chat the state
was berrer off with Ross
Sterling in the board room
than the governor's man-
siom.

Ferguson in February 1930
unveiled his plan o succeed
Moody, who was in the last
vear of his second and last
term. But after party leaders
refused o put Eis name o
the primary ballot and the

vobes Cast.

om to win their hard-fought
August rematch by less than

4,000 out of the 951,000

Sterling refused to accept
the photo finish claiming he

had been robbed. Citing the

Bartee

CoOlmments

Haile  welcomes  your
and  questions  ar
bartechailet@ gl com or by mail o
PO Box 130011, Spring, TX
77393,

Obituaries

Charles Wayne Rogers

1948 -

Craveside services for Charles
Wayne Rogers, T8, will be held on
Saturday, June 20, at Dunbar
Cemetery.

Mr. Rogers died peacefully at
his home in Emory on June 10,
2026, He was born on May 30,
1948, in Celeste, to Edwin Rogers
and Rita Laveta Brimer.

Mr. Rogers was a US Army
veteran and served m Vietnam
with honor, Following his military service,
he devoted many years to his carcer as a
mechanic for the Dallas Independent School
Diistrice. He was a hard worker with an
exceptional talent for fixing things and
could often be found bringing old lawnmow-
ers back to life.

He was never afraid to speak his mind
with a quick wit that brought smiles w

2026
2 many. His enjoyment of life was
evident in his love of hunting and
fishing. He celebrated his last
birthday with a wvisit to the
casinos,

He was most proud of his son
Jimany and his grandehildren, whe
were the heart of his life. Their
accomplishments and happiness
were his greatest source of pride
and fulfillment,

Mr. Rogers is survived by his son, Jimmy
Woayne Rogers; grandson, Joshua Willis
Rogers and Chloe; great-grandson, Judson
Rogers; girlfriend, Debra Clifton Fileck;
cousing, Terry Brimer, Billy Brimer, Buddy
Brimer, Billy Lee Brimer.

He was preceded in death by his parents,
Edwin and Rita Ropers.

Wayne Yates

1958 -

2026

"'Hl";-:ym: Yates, 67, died on _Tum:
12, 2026, He was born on August
1, 1938, o Lonny and Juiance
Yares in Oklahoma Ci.l,y, Okla-
homa.

Mr. Yates was a US Air Force
vereran. :Fu“uw'lng Tais service, he
worked as a maintenance man at
Windpeint Park. His love of
prainting 1'.urn::-ug|:1|_ him oy, and he
pursued it with passion and skill
throughour his lite,

He had a 51|?|':,rf1,i| spirit atd

Wils
particularly talented at horseshoes. He
enjoved playing quarters and all manner of
games with his f3111i.|1r', ﬁshihg, atud :ip-i:m,]ing
tranguil days on the lake im his boat,
Motoreycles were another Erent passion of

his and he d&lig]ur}d in taking f;n'n'lly and

friends out for rides.

He martied Brenda Yates on
April 28, 1999,

Mr. Yares is survived by his
wif&; 4:hiln;,|1‘¢11, Shalako Yares,
Joshua Weathers and Miranda
Frazer; grandchildren, Logan
Lawerence, Michael Frazer _Tt.,
Colton Frazer and Braden Frazer;
sisters, Bonnie Jacks and Jimy, Kay
Sheridan  an Ronnie, Carol
Erickson and Ricky, Mary George,
Bose Crain, and Juanita Parker and Donald,
nieces and t1¢p]:¢w5, ]E$5i¢: H:-liln,'.!,' and
Everett, Clifford Parker, and Laura Dunbar;
and numercus other nieces and nephews,

He was pre;:,:&ded inn dearh l'l':,r his pratents;
sister, Connie Dunbar; and brothers-in-law,
Jimmy Dunbar and David Smith.

OP LOCAL

WHEN MONEY STAYS IN
OUR COMMUNITY
YOUR LOCALTAX DOLLARS SUPPORT:

POLICE & FIRE DEPARTMENTS

AND KEEPS US ALL WORKING

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSESS
LET'S KEEP OUR ECONOMY GROWING

STREETS & PARKS
& OTHER CITY SERVICES

Eric Scott Essary
1992 -

Graveside services for Eric
Scott Essary, 33, will be held on
June 17, ar 12:00 pom., ar Hooker
Ridpe Cemetery in Lone Oak.

Mr. Essary died on June 9,
2026, at Christus Hospital in
Sulphur Springs. He was T‘.-uﬂ't ol
September 18, 1992, i Sulphur
Springs.

2026
Collecring lanterns  became 2

cherished hobby,

He loved his family and was
devored o Cayli Wagenhauser,
and considered being with them as
one of his proudest accomplish-
ments.

Mr. Essary is survived by Cayli
Wagenhauser; children, Xander

Mr. Essary was a graduate of
Rains High School. His career was spent
mostly in corrections—a tough and demand-
ing job. Ourside of his ['lTuésﬁinn'.i] life, he
found joy in the outdoors, comping under
open skies, fishing by riversides, and the
satisfaction of fixing things with his hands.

and Xayne Essary; brother, Man
Essary and wife Robyn; and nieces and
nephews, Raylan and Ella Grace Essary,

A visitation for Mr. Essary will be held one
hour prior to the graveside service, at 11:00
aam., at Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home in
Emaory.

Maxine Gaby Foster

1933 -

2026

A praveside service for Maxine
Gaby Foster, was held on June 12,
at Emory City Cemetery, offici-
ated by Jonathan Criswell. Serv-
ing as pallbearers were Michael
Smffuni, Calel  Simmons,
Dawayne Arbour, John Michael
Hill, Billy Hill, Randy “Warren.
David Comb served as honorary
pallbearer. She was laid to rest
beside her husband, Melvin
Foster.

Mrs. Foster died on June 9, 2026, She was
born March 29, 1933, in Emory, to Thomas
Melson Gaby and Georgia Ruth Jones Gaby,

Mrs. Foster graduated from Emory High
School in 1950 and married Melvin Lynn
Foster om August 5, 1950 in Rooser. She was
a member of the Assembly of Yahvah and
loved her Savior, She worked ar Continental
Trailway and Colling Radio in Dallas. She

moved to Emory in late 1960's and
worked for Good  Samaritan
unclaimed freight.

Mrs. Foster 15 survived by
davghter, Susan Foster; sister-in-
law, Elizabeth Foster; son-in-law,
Ry Simmons; sister, Ann Daugh-
erty and MNolan; brother, Charles
Gaby; grandchildren, Chad Sim-
mons, Phillip Smith, Gay and
Tony Hill, Parrica Parrick, and
Kimber and David Combs; and many
great-grandchildren and  great-great-grand-
children.

She was preceded in death by her parents;
her hushand; sons, Pat Foster and Michael
Foster; daughter, Rhonda Simmons; grand-
sons, Derek and Jarrod Tanton; great-
granddavghter, Lacy Hill; brothers, Don
Gabwy, Lloyd Gaby, Jimmy Gunter; and niece,
Elizabeth Gail Galbyy.

Larry Don Hooten

1939 -

2026

Funeral services for Larry Den
Hooten, 87, were held on June 15,
at Point Church of Christ. Inter-
ment followed at Lynch Cemetery
in East Tawakoni.

Mr. Hooten died on June 12,
2026, at Christus Hospital in
Sulphur Springs. He was born on
December 20, 1939, in Lone Oak,
to Encs Franklin Hooten and
Jessie Lee Parker Hooten.

Mr. Hooten graduated from Point High
School in Point, in 1958, and furthered his
education with an agricultural reaching
certificate from East Texas State University.
He served in the US Army from 1962 to
1964, His athletic ability remains a proud
chapter in his life. He holds the record as the
highest-scoring  baskethall player with an
astounding 144 points over three games in
the Emory Lions Club Basketball tourna-
ment., He also played basketball at Paris Jr.
College.

His career was deeply rooted in family and
hard work, He and his brother owned
Hooten's  Automatic  Transmission  in
Richardson. Yet, no matter where life took
him, his heart belonged to the land. Plowing
and shredding became more than chores—

they were a passion that he
embraced fully. Just two months
before his passing, he spent eight
hours on the tractor, He enjoyed
fishing.

His proudest accomplishments
were centered on God, family and
church.

Mr. Hooten is survived by his
wife of 62 years, Brenda Jane
Heooten; sons, Scott Hooten and
wife Rachelle, and Lance Hooten and wife
Shelly; erandchildren, Emily Heinrichs and
husband MNathan, Jake Hooten and wife
Jacey, Kara McCasland and husband Devon,
Luke Hooten and wife Kylie, Anna Krantz
and hushand Mason, and Zack Hooten;
preat-prandchildren, Olive Heinrichs, Arle
Heinrichs, lsla Rue Heinrichs, Henry
Heinrichs, Jensen "Bob™ Hooten, Layton
“Petie” Hooten, Wade McCasland, and Sage
McCasland; brothers, Dail Hooten, Teddy
Joe Hooten and Gaye; and numerous nieces
and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents,
Enos and Jessie Hooten; brothers, Richard
Heoten, Leighton Hooten and wife Peppy;
sister, Wirginia Adair and husband James;
and sister-in-law, Boots Hooten.

Smith Neal was born on
Seprember 1, 1936, to Archie
Alvic and Essie Mae (Oler)
MNeal in a small farm house in
Rains County, Texas. He died
on June 6, 2026 in Sonora.

Mr. Neal was the eighth of
eleven  children born  to
Archie and Essie (4 boys and
7 girls). He was raised on that

Smith Neal

1936-2026

#715 tor 60 years, served on
many boards, organizations,
and was elected and served as
a city councilman and mayor,
Mt. Neal could be seen
around  Sonora  painting
houses, giving rides, helping
move items, refinishing furni-
ture, mowing yards or picking
up pecans for many, all of the

cotton farm where he learned
to work (he planted a field of cotton by
himself at age 12). When he was in
about eighth prade he wrote a letter to
one of his older sisters, Christine Parks,
and asked if he could move to Dallas
with her and her family so he could
continue Jr. High and High School.
Smith started working sacking groceries
at AGP Grocery and working at the
local Maple Theater while he artended
Jv. High and Crozier Technical High
Schoal. After high school, he entolled ar
Morth Texas State Caollege.

While working at the theater, Smith
met Don Sosebee. Don was  an
instrumental figure in Smith's life. This
friendship brought Smith tw North
Diallas Baptist Church where he met his
Lord Jesus Christ and his future wife, Jo
Ellen Ballew. Smith and Jo Ellen were
married September 6, 1957, and
supported each other through thick and
thin, for 45 years until her passing in
2002

In 1960, after graduation, Smith ook
a job in Sonora teaching English and
Speech. This job was supposed to be a |
or I year experience so he could move
back to the Dallas area. He's been
known o say he's still trying to get the
one year's experience! He never left
Sonora.

This is where he also took on a new
name, Mr. Neal, Mr. Neal and Jo Ellen
raised three children in Sonora. Mr.
Meal became the Jr. High Principal and
later the Assistant Superintendent
Through his years in education, he
taught 100 of students, some who
would later come back and teach for his
schools. He was also a member of First
Baptist Church of Sonora, where he
served as a Sunday school teacher, a
deacon and the unofficial "handyman"”
for many years. Mr. Neal was also a
member of Dee Ora Masonic Lodge

years of his life.

His grearest accomplishment in life
was becoming a Christian, He always
showed God's love through his own
servanthood. His steadfast faith served
him through many hard times in his life
and guided his decisions through all his
years. He was very proud that all his
children and grandchildren had also
found the love of Jesus and were
baprized into their respective churches.
Smith was known by several names:
Dad, Grandad, Brother, Friend, Mz
MNeal and had many ritles during his life.
His proudest was Good and Faithful
Servant.

Smith was preceded in death by his
wife, Jo Ellen; daughter, Denise (Neal)
Augusting; his father and mother; three
brothers, Troy, Joe and A. Don; and five
sisters, Martha Grace, Christine, Leta,
Rira and Forice.

He is survived by two sisters, Patsy
Greene and Genita Dalby; sons, Eric
Meal and wife Lisa, and Christopher
Neal and wife Jennifer; son-in-law,
Kenneth and Sharon Augustine;
prandehildren, Melissa {Augustine) and
Brian Aday, Tori (Neal) and Brent
Goertz, Tanner and Katy Neal, Garrete
Meal and Archie Neal; great-grandehil-
dren, Jeremy and Jace Aday, Smith and
Carter Goertz, and Joe and Lucy Neal;
and many nieces, nephews, students and
friends.

Smith gave donations to many
organizations throughout his life. In lieu
of flowers, please consider donating to a
charity or organization of your cheice.
Suggestions would be Dee Ora Masonic
Lodge scholarship fund, First Baprise
Church Sonora or Eldorade, American
Canecer Society.

A celebration of life will be held on
July 11, 2026 at 11:30 aam., at the
Sutton County Civie Center in Sonota,
Texas.

Paid obituary
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
You are those who

And he said o them, "
justify yourselves hefore men, b

your hearts. For whart is exalted among men
is an abomination in the sight of God,

In Pastor Jason Rolen’s absence,
Jerod Haygood brought a message from Luke
titled "The Law and the Gospel.”

week’s text, Jesus addressed

money and worldly possessions, This week's
materialism,
marital purity. T"L.up]{ may be fooled ]'-',,' false
money

text discussed greed,

humility, but the love of

abomination to God.

Next Sunday, June 21, is the last Sunday

ut God knows

Like 16:15 Psalm 119,

Pastor

I last
the issue of
and

i an

to return your filled baby bortles for the
RAFFA Clinic Annual Fundraiser,
Wednesdavs
Summer Bible Study meets in Room 101 o
study Delighting in God's Word, a look at

at 6:00 Adult

pom. —

July 20-22, Family VBS where fathers and
mothers join their children to worship and
have fun together.

July 28-30, Preteen Camp (Grades third-
fitth), Timberline Baptist Encampment in
Lindale, $115 per student.

The Asking for a Friend Podeast aired
“Worldly Saints Conference 2026: Session 2

with Stephen Yuille" on June 2. Find the link

at vww. bhcemoryorg.

Emory Methodist Church

By Mﬂr}l White

Then Peter said, “silver or

have, but what I ]mx ¢ | give you. In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”

Rev.
Promise in Practice: What Do
scripture rext taken from Ac
Jehn went to the temple at
prayer.
there,

David Banks' message ttled "The

A man who had never walked was
asking for money, bur Peter pave him
something much better. He healed him and
the man went into the temple and was
walking and praising God. David rold how

some H0 vears ago a plano was given to our

gold T do no

Acts 3:6

I Have" with
ts. Perer and
the hour of

Fray for

church and then some vears later one of our
members purchased that piano and gave it o
hiz grandson,
played for the church. Iv is amazing how the
gift of love and grace became an instrument
of Christ's Spirit.

Birthday wishes po ro Nancy Sreed and
Richard Kraft.
Molan and Cay House.

This Sunday the grandson

Anniversary wishes go w

Kenneth MNeinast, Irene

Dominguez, Steve Clark, Nan Owen and
Draris Wilson.
Have a great week and be kind.

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Driving sober is the winning goal this summer

Drivers 25 times
more likely to cause
a fatal crash when
combining alcohol
and THC

AUSTIN - The safest
decision happens before you
Eurn l|:1|: kvy.

Driving after drinking
alechol, using THC or mix-
i:]!lﬂ 'i'l,ll,‘.'.‘il:'lr'll..,' s [“_ll.‘i {"l."l.._"r:r'l. ML
on Texas roads at risk, With
summer travel, World Cup
I11.i,l1,{'.]'l{':‘i Ll.]'!l\[ .['l'ld{']'ll..,"l'l.l..,{l,,"['l.l.._'l..,"
Dray celebrations coming up,
the most Texan thing we can
dl'l '|'1 ]LH'llﬂ [R101 I.l::l'l' AT
another., That starts with
driving like a Texan: kind,
corteous ji['ll,,l :‘idl‘{'l ﬂl'll.j
always planning a sober ride
home,

A mother's greatest

fear, realized

When Sue E-c:_lll'r' g|n:p]’l¢d
her daughter Carly off for her
sophomore year at Texas
Ak, she didn't know it
would be the last time shed

see her. Just a few weeks
later, the 19-year-old was
struck and  killed by an
impaired driver while walk-
ing home.

“She had her whaole life
ahead of her," said Beatry.
“Carly did not deserve what
happened tw her. She had
hopes and dreams that have
now ended... because some-
one chose to drive impaired.”

Beatty wants drivers to
remember that in a day and
age  where oprions like
rideshare and public transit
are available, there is no
Féasi :'l.]'!l'!r'll'l.'llf' !‘>|:'|.|.||.]|I.] ST
drive impaired.

Impaired driving
comes at a cost

No one gets behind the
wheel inrending o cause
harm, bue 1,254 people died
on Texas roads because of
impaired driving last year.
That’s three Texans killed
each dayv. And the dangers
Aare  even ]._rl_ Arer lj‘ l]l‘l'.l."rk
combine substances, In fact,
when alcohol and THC are

used rogether, drivers are 25

w70 Wilson-Orwosky
Funeral Home

Your family-owned, kometown full service provider

Your hometown funeral provider

Full service cremation provider
Pre & post funeral gathering room
Advanced up-to-date technology

903-473-3545
803 N. Texas St. -

wilsononwosky @ familyth.com = wilsonorwoskyfuneralhome.com

Emory, Texas

times more likely to cause a
fatal crash.

“There is no safe level of
impaired  driving,"  said
TxDOT Executive Director
Mare Williams. “Avoiding a
crash or arrest doesn't make
the choice any less danger-
ous. The risk is real and the
consequences can be perma-
nent, Avoid the ‘what ifs'
and always drive sober.”

[t's  alse  important
remember that causing a
crash isn't the only potential
outcome when driving under
the influence of drugs or
alecohol. Gerring a DWW can
result  in Hime-consuming
lezal hassles and fines and
fees up ro $17,000.

Drive Sober. No
Regrets.

The Texas Department of
Transportation  (TxDOT}
will rravel the stare in a
former  beverage  delivery
truck retrofitted to deliver
sober driving messages. The
truck will feature a variety of
engaging activities to teach
patticipants about the dan-
gers of impaired driving.

The Drive Soher. Mo
Regrers. campaign also aligns
with the MNational Highway
Traffic Safety Admnistra-
ric’s heighrened law
enforcement peried to keep
roads safe this summer. From
June 19 through July 6,
increased patrols will be on
the lockout for impaired
I.]li."r'l_"]'.\ ALTOSES Tl.".\::l!‘.- Loy
minimize DUT-relared
crashes, injuries and fatali-
rigs.

£y

ADVERTISING
WORKS
903-473-2653

SAVVY SENIORS

Rains County Leader

How to Save on Prescription Eyeglasses

Drear Savey Senior,

What tips can vou vecom-
mend for finding  affordable
prescription
eyeplasses? |
(,'lETT('IllI!:F Jil'.“p'{"
wision cowver-
agpe  through
my emplover's
insurance
plan bue will
lose it when 1
retire in g few
months  and
sign up for Medicare,

JIM MILLER

Sy Semie

—Nearsighted Nancy

Drear Nancy,

You're wise to plan ahead.
Eveglasses can be expensive.
A basic pair often runs 51350
o FI00, and bifocals or
progressive lenses can easily
double or wiple that. The
pood news is that with a few
strategies, you can keep costs
manageable once you retire
and transition to Medicare,

Medicare & insurance

Original Medicare and
Medigap plans generally do
MO COVEeT T‘:'llltj'l'h'..' l.."'!,'\'..' CXAIN=
or eyeglasses, except after
cataract surgery, when Part B
helps  pay  for  corrective
lenses. But many Medicare
Advanrage plans, also called
Part C, do include wvision
benefits, These plans, offered
by private insurers, must
cover  everything  original
Medicare does and often
include extras like dental,
hearing and preseription drug
coverage.

That said, 1 would not
chomse a Medicare Advan-
tage plan just for wvision
coverage alone, but it is
worth understanding what is
available. To compare plans
in your area, visit medicare.
poviplan-compare or call 800-
033-4227. Be sure to check

the details to confirm cover-

age for routine eye exams,
frames and lenses.

Your can also buy a stand-
alome vision insurance plan,
Major carriers like Humana,
Blue Cross Blue  Shield,
Aetna and UnitedHealth-
care, along with specialey
providers like VSP and Eye-
Med, offer plans with premi-
ums typically ranging from
about 310 o 530 per month.
Before enrolling, compare the
costs and benefits to make
SUre |,|'H.' Z"-il'l"i'l'lﬂf‘- A0 eXAlns
and glasses ourweigh the
premiums and copays.

Discount stores

Buying glasses from  dis-
count retailers can save vou a
substantial amount. Ware-
house  clubs  like Costeo
Optical and Sam's Club
Optical offer eye exams
pypically ranging from 580 to
$130 depending on location,
with basic prescription glasses
starting arcund 31200 You
will need a membership, but
the savings can often justify
the cost.

Other  good  options
include Walmare Vision Cen-
ter, Targer Optical and inde-
pendent optical shops, Prices
vaty, so it pays to shop
arcund and ask about pack-
age deals or seasonal promo-
tions. An AARP membership
can also provide discounts ar
retailers like LensCrafrers,
Target Oprical and Vision-
works.

Buy online

Chdering glasses online is
another excellent way o
save, often  cutting  costs
significantly  compared to
rraditional  retailers.  Rep-
utable  sites  like  Warby
Parker, EyeBuyDirect and
GlassesUSA  offer  single
vision plasses starting around
$70, with progressive lenses

typically ranging from $120
to 5200 depending on fea-
rures.

You will need a current
prescriprion and your pupil-
lary distance, which may be
included on your prescription
or can be measured by your
[1T“'|‘rli;,]‘:]— O even at h”[!'“.‘.
Many online retailers offer
virrual tey on tools so you can
see how  frames  will ook
before you buy,

Also pay artention o lens
aptions such as anti-reflec-
tive coating, scratch resistant
coating and blue light filtes
ing. For most people, a basic
pair with durable coatings is
usually sufficient,

Low-income assistance

If your income is limired,
local clinics may offer free or
reduced cost eve exams and
eyeplasses, Your local Lions
Club 15 another excellent
resource.  Many  chaprers
fi]?'l'l'lflhl'l'l' 'l"j:‘\ll:}['l [11'”;_{[4“1!:‘\- or
can direct you to nearby
services., You can find your
local club ar Gonselubs orglen/
start-our-approach/chib-loca-
[,

The nonprofic New Eyes
alse provides  eveglasses
through a voucher program
for people in financial need,
working with participating
providers to supply frames
and lenses at little or no cost.

With a little planning, you
can keep your wvision sharp
without overspending.
Between Medicare options,
discount  retailers, online
shopping  and  communiry
programs, there are plenty of
ways to find qualicy eveglasses
at a price you can afford.

Send your senior questions to:
Sawvwy  Senior, [0, Box 5443,
Morman, OK 73070, or  wisit

SoveyEemiorovg, Jim Miller s a
contributer to the MBC Today show
and author of *The Savvy Senior”
book

The Hopkins County Breast Cancer Support
Group Explores Immunity and Wellness

Sulphur Springs, Texas —
The Hopkins County Health
Care Foundation's Breast
Cancer Support Group wel-
comed Gabriela Camacho,
BN, BSM, as the guest
speaker for their monthly
meeting on June 8.

As a nurse with nearly
thirty years of experience,
Camacho provided a thor-
ough u:tpf.atm[jun of the
immune  system,  including
how the body absorbs and
breaks down vitamins and
supplements  and  how it
combats disease,

“Well care is betrer than
sick care,” Camacho began.
“It's important to under-
stand how your body works
and what you can do o rid it
of disease.” Doctor-approved

supplements, IV therapy,
peprides, and red light ther-
apy are a few methods
Camacho covered. She also
brought equipment from her
wellness  clinic,  Omega
Hydration and Wellness, o

demonstrate  some  treat-
ments she offers.
Camacho's  passion for

sreventive health inspired
wer o open the clinic in
Sulphur Springs, where she
focuses on making  high-
guality wellness care per-
sonal, accessible, and com-
fortable. Her philosophy s,
“When you're ar ease, you
prevent disease.”

The Foundation's Breast
Cancer  support  Group
meets on the second Mon-
day of every month, featur-

ing a different program each
time. The group welcomes
women who have or have
had any type of cancer, not
just breast cancer. Ladies are
welcome o bring a friend or
family member.

Meetings are held ar 5:30
p.m. in the Medical Plaza,
113 Airport Road, the three-
story building on the south-
east corner of CHRISTUS
Mather Frances Hospital —
Sulphur Springs. Follow the
Foundation on social media
te keep up with all programs.
To learn more about the
Foundarion as a 301{c){3)
nonprofit, call (903} 438
4799 or email hche.founda-

tonitechristushealth.org.

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

Church
Directory

EN©RY

METHODISTCHURCH

We ANl Maffer To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Taxas St
One Block from the Sguare

Sunday School 5:30 a.m.
Waorship Time 10:30 a.m

B03-473-2411 » EmaryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH

{Independent)
820 SH 276 » Emory

Sunday Schonl G:0W) 2.m.
Warship Service 1004} 2.m.
Wed. Night Yonth 540 pom.
Wed. Night Serviee  6:30 pm.

Pastor: Robert Burns IT
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.
“Reaching Owt Becanse We Care™

Pastor Keith Prather
nwn::l”gr]'m.\'h'ﬂh]mﬁn'ﬁkn'ﬁ.urg

Point
Church of
Christ
Bible Classes D00 2.
Worship Service JO00 ame
Evening Worship foK pom
Wed. Eve. Service  7:00 pm.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www poinfchurchofchnst.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAFTIST

’b?@mt: Clianch

2 milles west of Hwy 198 on FM 514

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michaal Ledasma

551 East FM 2795 qslg%

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

We invite you to study God's
worrd with ws soo.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH

e Point, TX

= P

Sunday

Sunday Morming

Small Groups 5:1 5am
Moming Worship 1(:30am
Evening Warship 6:30 pm

RY

@ EAPTIST IS

Dr. Richard D. Piles-FPastor

Chris Henderson=Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt- Minister of Youth & Education

Comer OF North & Planters

Downtewwn Ernory
903-473-3357

emorybaptist.org

Wednesday
Wed. Worship &:30pm
(Adults, Youth, Children)

Choir Practice &:30pm

wiwiaw, bboamony.org

Believers' &=

[
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Schoal ... 215 am.  Adult Bible Study ... 5:30 pm.
MorningWarship ... 10:30 a.m,  Student Ministry ... 6:30 pm.

Dr. Jason Rolen - Pastor

Jerad Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

9034TI51E Sunday School 9:45a.m Hwy. 69 N. » P.O. Box 68 | |4, —_——
_ Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m. SIS | [Morning Worship  11:00a.m. Emory. TX 75440 43 am. ........ Sunday School
11:00 a.m Worshi # F[T\S“ i 0Ly, 1. 11:00 &, ... Marning Worship
sy P Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m. o Sunday Evening  6:30 p.m. 903-473-2658 e
o Worship |\ Evening Worship ... 600 pm Visit stiohnemory.org for Wednesday Night  7:00pm. | Lo e clusses~ s00am, | [ Sag T "ok Roribip
Pastor: Jimmy Jarren i ek Mass times. nursery available i “'m;ing :';':T\.hi'p Eiioma] [t pok ~ Walnesbey Sarvice
Hwys 515 & 779 Pastor Joe Pierce ?;Tnlﬁ;:ﬂmlﬁh?;;:ﬂ HWY. 275, 3 miles south 5-1.II'HLIE.' Evening Worshis :000 pm. Pastor Dan Wynn
2-1/2 Miles East of Emory FM 2785 ng of Miller Grove Wed, Bible Study 7.0 pm. 903-598-3220
O03-269-8737 903-259-1147 & 903-258-0348 903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219 emaorveharchofchrist. org www. fhepaint.com
*- Cowme worthip with g
C"I'l ThE squarﬁ" L ] d :ﬁgthJRBL;C:_!}; Sundays - 1Fﬂ"-iﬁ- am

Clarks Chapel Church of God

Our Mission and Vision is to help connect people toJesus

Wednesdays - 7:00 pm

6345 FM-47 Point TX
http://clarkschapelcog.org/
|© http://www.facebook.com/clarkschapelcogemorytx
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m |_sronace unrs | |_consmaucrion | mmze seavices | A PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

Emory Self Storage, MCKEMNZIE LAKE G&G GRAVEL. .-5. LEGACY THEE SER-
Hwy. 6595, 410 E. WORKS. Building types of gravel, VICE. www.Th l.".':
m Lennon, Now offering  boathouses and dacks  chipped asphalt, avail s.nnL.e;:ac.',- com  903-
clim JQFEIECE;-EI r§1||'_{|;:l'ﬂ since 2001, Steal/meatal  able for spreading, free 455-1587. Insured,
: unis ~4/8-3150,  bldgs., & home remoed-  estimates. Miller credit cards, appoint
é:id Ram%arﬁ::rl:patﬁ 903-348-5459. eling.  www.mcken Grove, Bret Garrett ments. We specialize PUBLIC NOTICE
Theift/Clothes  store Fielakeworks.com, 903-  903-268-6910. in high risk remavals. ; NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
. \ 269-6173. Trimming, Removals,
will be open Saturdays T ] Im
e o & oy : LAWNLANDSCAPEMOWING [ SEY wmp— BUYING PROPERTY IN
noon. Clothes sale is HOOTEN'S HARD- ep— m B03-473-2652 THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
open  Mon.-Wed,, B v s drainscountyleadercom
am.12 pm, and 1 Kl oo 2l vour weiding, LAWN CARE S Mt asdnanscourteadercom) | OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am welding repair and Landscaping, fencing, Morihy Business Direciories: City of Point Water urges all
- noon on Thu lumber needs avail- hedgs trimming, TREE SERVICE, LLC. = . :
noon on Thure Wztlgll;llgnrl;liﬁiﬁrllg _ able on site. Hwy. weskly/biweekly dl-‘: Tree trimming/re 't&iﬂt&l_};.;\n;- pI‘IGSpECTNE land hLIj.I'EFS to "u'EF!f}I'
HOOTEN'S HARD- all metals.  Tractor 22N in Emory. 903- 953 521-B506, free maoyal. Credit cards 'L:‘J'ltf""'-':liil' ) with the water operator or city
. WARE, LLC 4o TepAr & Equipment 473-8788. s Instred LIOAL G, '?E"I’;:'QHEW" secretary at City of Point at our
rowse  our wide upgrades, mechanical, . S iy A LA il i
selection of RV Parts elactrical  broken DODSON AND SOMS  HOOTEN'S LAWN &  474.4407 i office located at 320 N Locust
and Accessories. Hwy.  bolts, etc. Small jobs f:j'_['lf';E- drywall, car-  FREZAEMEE LLG e Street Point, TX 75472 or by
69M in Emory. 903- ; : ! - - - . i - -
AT73-ATERS i ﬂr?lﬂq_ EE.:LE}"AESID g%g 903-253-8541. For Lawn maintenance, B e ug R Cﬂ'llﬂg 903-598-3296 E)d__ 229
4165, Emory. TX plumbing needs call sadding, landscaping, Our Business Direcianes whether or not water service is
T TR TR 0T e el nnonceamntheachand) | available to the property in
. rermoval, retaining RAINS 150 MNEEDS e Avmaneise th - -
RENT'! walls, irrigation 5".'-'; Custedian/Custadian EIJEIESS_E:‘JE“W"IE” L guestion.
e, tems. LI 0019094, Sybstitutes, Bus waekly ads
LEASE ‘h ea-g:a-ewamlm 903- Drivers/Substitutes
] ; 474-4402 }ml. Saervice Employ-
rg/Substitutes, Child

Rental homes available
in Emary. $1,350/mth
& $1.200/mth. Call
S03-474-4007,

ment Center
e/ Substitutes.
ased on expe PUBLIC NGTICE

ary
rience, $320/month of

Pjﬂf;’rplﬂs full-time  employes The Rains County Commissioners Court will be ac-
| Bey | cepting SEALED BIDS for the period of July 1, 2026

kbl ‘E'IT']:\';;’,I‘L”[ through June 30, 2027. The bids are due by 4:30
BEIUOSTY 595 W Lennon Dr Oppartunity p.m. June 22, 2026, in the Rains County Judge’s of
e -— Em{}r}f.'Texas 75440 Brent Hilliard, 167 E. Quitman St. Suite 102, Emory,

TX 75440, The bids will be opened by the Commis-

‘—E? 9“3'4?3-295[} sioners Court meeting at 10:00 a.m. June 25, 2026
903-473-3657 for the following:

1. Fuel and oil

2. Road Qil meeting TxDOT specifications — deliv-
ered and FOB at plant.

3. Plastic/Corrugated Culvert Pipes

4, Plant Mix Qil Sand 100% AC 1.5 equivalent — de-
livered and FOB at plant

5. Flex Base meeting TxDOT specifications - FOB
at plant

6. Hauling to Yards and Roads

7. Crushed Concrete — FOB at plant

8. Emulsion for Chip Seal (CRS 2P)

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Plwy, Emory
FIFM MO 10104233

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

DRIVEWAYS —
1 HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS i
" AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

Visit www.chtx.com for Over 20 Years’ Experience (903) 473-3899 : "
all your banking needs 450 FM 515, Emory, TX T5440 Installer's License 1 & License 2 9. Chip seal RGCH_GradE 4 or Type "D
10. Tree and Debris remaoval
All these bid items for material must meet TxDOT
SUDOKU ] specifications for construction and maintenance of
SOLUTION R s highways, streets and bridges.
[619[5[2]7 138411 ) . Rains County reserves the right to sample and test,
8111215/41916|3|7 " o by independent laboratory any and all loads deliv-
3141 718/6/11512/9 FOREIGN ered.
? g g} E g E ‘11 g 3 The vendor or contractor will be required to replace
4161311 12151719 TRANS M ISSION at his expense any product or material which
13? Tg',r'f'g"g‘ Remember us for all your transmission needs: proves defective within (8) months following appli-
gz Al3|5|8]9 ‘]_ﬁ Overhauls » Clutches » Sealed Jobs = Filter & Fluid Changes cation.
11213[7]4 201 W, Mai, Quirlan + 803-356-4800 « Mo 8 0 5:30 Rains County reserves the right to reject material
915[816 y g J

delivered not in compliance with specifications at
bidder’'s expense.

L spencer Real Estate Bid specifications available at the Rains County

BB Toby Boatman “Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959 Road and Bridge Department 1293 S. State Highway
HEE GARAGE Here 19, Emory, TX 75440. Phone (903)473-5099 M-F

M @ =~ 5 P N < 0O

HEE DOORS Don R. Spencer (owner/Broker) 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Residential 903-473-2225
Commercial
Sales * Service Judy Moody - 214-536-3214 . . :
golnstallation _ | | David Northcutt - 281-804-1535 Look Twice - Save Ah Llfe-
903-438-1970| | LLSpencerRealEstate.com Motorcycles are everywhere!

>\ . SERUICE & REPAIR BUSINESS DIRECTORY .. =

Rohrer Y —— ) s
/m\q (;ilu‘::tric ~ ICs® _ é:;tf“ Robert’s Potts
G&S YN AUTOMOTIVE (& #:::;‘: ? Cycle & Gas
SALES P 903-473-2211 < cad & ot Sound, LLC | company
! _Ml
DiScoUNT BUILDIMG MATERIALS Broken wires? C-DI'I"IP‘I.I."'EI* Diﬂgﬂﬂstics L 2 E Prﬂ ne Clﬂ.‘i‘
St e vupare - PO | s Lomnanoe |(" PropaneG
972-563.7821 Muffiers/Exhaust, etc. %%3-'47 372d653 903.473-2566 All Your Needs
800-926-9534 Motors - Generators | Forejgn & Domestic ; : :?I r:m_“”t?f ;f‘ e 800-541-8116 Tanks Leased & Sold
602 E. Goode Trailer & Tractor wiring Automatic & Manual J%ngwi POTTS GAS CO
BI]?-L:E;ME';H Golf carts - And more... Transmission Repair : %ﬂﬁgﬁm‘%ﬂn Cycle Parts & Repair "
We have a complete umberyard | Jesse Rohrer TOWING AVAILABLE | Emﬂm & Repair GD"::JEt: sizzsif::me ij:i' E.‘T,::imm
~ 22 Years ~ 03- -1 . ® roor .
wwwgssaiostiz | 2108 1xt sogctmmns | poaagot 7 | *Aatiue Auto Sound & Security | 903-473-2714

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

* New Construction SAND. ROCK & GRAVEL

This space

' -
Repal rs i DRIVEWAYS e
o * Remodel i\® ! HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS
l u St 3 2 o Oo o i CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS &y
&E E'El Jnnatha“ Ch ristian AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS
rvic Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems
per month! wir 30057 903-513-0063
) Over 20 Years' Experience (903) 473-3899
jonathanchristian76@gmail.com 4450 FM 813, Emary, TX 75440 Installer’s License 1 & License 2

GAS )
SUPPLY

For All Your Propane Needs
319 State Hwy. 24

Camphell, TX 75422
www.gasandsupply.com = 903-454-6565

F-Te WIRELESS LLC | . REMEMBER G0OD THINGS
MuhilitE::;tErnEt + Datellite TV HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

903-473-3393

Cell Phone & Tablet Repair
Accessories and Service
Off the Square in Downtown Emory q




8

June 18, 2026

LUKE CLAYTON

Defrost that venison

Mow is a great time to defrost

If vou are a deer hunter
it's a good bet you can
scrounge around in your
freezer and find a few pack-
ages of over-
looked veni-
son steaks,
roAsts or
ground
meat. [f vac-
uum sealed
or  double
wrapped
'Llrltll'l gl'll'ld
freezer paper, venison will
remain tasty for a couple
years but is there a better
time than right now to enjoy
some tasty venison fajitas,
burzers or possibly a tasty
venison guisado!

Many of us are planning
summer outings to the deer
lease or camping trips to our
favorite lake or, maybe we're
simply looking for a tasty way
to prepare the fruit of our
hunting trips for a weekend
cookout in the backyard. For
many  vyears, |  have
attempted to harvest three
deer each fall so that there
will be plenty of venison to
enjoy year around,

Properly butchered,
frozen and then prepared
venison is one of the tastiest
of pame meats and it's
packed with vitamins, min-
erals and protein that you
won't find in those expensive
cuts of domestic meat you
see in the meat counter at
your local grocery,

The key to good rasting
venison, other than handling
the meat properly from field
to freezer is removing all the
fat. Dweer have hard far,
unlike the fat in pork which
when heated becomes lard
and is great for frying or
baking. Take your time and
trim all the fat and connec-
tive tissue from your cuts of
frozen venison. | do a lot of
my butchering at home and
when processing the meat, |
trim most of the fat but also
go over each of the cuts of
frozen meat before cooking.

| tenderize all the cuts
that | use for steaks or stews
and most of the time I
marinate the cuts with my
favorite dry seasonings. The
dish I plan to cook dictates
the spices I plan to use. For
chicken fried venison steaks,
| season liberally with a
premixed seasoning such as
Uncle Chris by Fiesta Sea-
sonings or simply use garlic
salt and black pepper. 1
usually add some Louisiana
hot sauce to the marinade
and let the steaks season
over night or sometimes a
couple days in the fridge.
Marinading gives the steaks

some of last year's venison.

a great flavor but I've also
chicken fried backstrap at
camp the same day [ har-
vested the deer and it's
always goes over well. Here
are a few of my favorite ways
of preparing venison. So
scratch  around in  that
freezer, defrost a few pack-
ages and let's get cookin’.

The Best Venison
Fajitas

Cur trim strips of venison
ham meat or backstrap and
marinate overnight in Fiesta
Fajita seasoning. You can put
the strips in your smoker to
give a bit wood smoke flavor
but it's not really necessary
using this method. [ love
garlic in fajitas and usually
add a few pods of finely
chopped garlic.

Heat olive oil in a cast
iron skillet and cook the
fajita strips until almost done
then add onion, jalapenc
and a sweet red bell pepper.
| often place a few strips of
chopped bacon with the
venison as it's cooking and
season everything again with
the Fiesta seasoning. ['ve
found many fajita seasonings
are way too salty but regard-
less how much of the Fiesta
brand used, the fajitas never
taste over salted. When the
veggies are tender and the
meat done, | turn the heat
off and top with chopped
cilantro. Served on rtortillas
heated in a skillet (never
microwaved) with a slice or
two of avocado.

These fajitas rival or
surpass those at your favorite
Mexican restaurant. Hint-
You can substitute with
slices of wild pork backstrap
if you are running low on
venison, it's just as tasty
cooked in this manner.

Venison Guisade (Camme
guisado) This is a thick
guisado that is served on a
heated rortilla or over white
rice with a side of pinto
beans. Ingredients can wvary
bur cumin and garlic provide
the primary flavor. Chunk
venison ham meat seasoned
with salt, cumin, garlic
powder and a litde red
pepper into small pieces,
place in a pan and smoke for
a few minutes to add flavor.
Sauté onion, salt, jalapeno,
several cloves of garlic and
red bell pepper in skillet and
add the smoked meat. |
usually shake in a bit of
Fiesta brand Fiesta seasoning
as well,

Add a can of chopped
tomato or fresh ones if you
have them and a can of Rotel
if you enjoy a more sploy
flavor. Cover and simmer

Cantributed phota

until the meat is fork tender,
Guisado is great rolled up in
a flour tortilla. The basic
ingredients make for a tasty
Mexican soup when you add
carrots, celery, potatoes and
a bit of cilantra.

Venison Stir Fry

Ome of my favorites and
simple to make. Thinly slice
venison ham meat or back
strap, place in a freezer bag
and add Kikkoman stir fry
sauce and a dash or two of
soy sauce. Allow to marinate
up o two days. In a wok or
large skillet, add a bit of olive
ail and cock venison until
almost done then add vour
favorite veggies.

I like to combine cabbage,
onion, celery, chopped gar-
lic, broccali and carrot. Cock
until veggies still have a bit
of erunch and add more stir
sauce as needed. Serve over
a bed of Jasmine rice. This is
a dish you can prep at home
and put together on a camp-
ing trip in a matter of min-
utes. The thin venison strips
takes only a few minutes to
cook and on high heat
veggies will be tender in four
or five minutes. If vou like
spicy, add a little chopped
jalapeno or serrano peppers.

Fried Venison with
Mushroom Gravy

My hands-down favorite
is smothered wvenison steak
in mushroom gravy served
ot white rice. Cooking is
simple and quick; barter and
fry wenison steak fingers (I
like to matinate overnight
when [ have timel. Drain oil
from skiller and add chopped
onion, cook until soft. Make
cream gravy of add a couple
of cans of cream of mush-
toom soup and a small box of
your favorite mushrooms.
This is a dish that
rogether qllit‘.lc:]}' and is ideal
for lunch or dinner on a
SUMIMEr camping trip.

Hu[wr:lﬂ'p these ideas will
spark you to dig deep in your
and locate a few
packages of prime venison
thatr you mighn atherwise

COIMESs

[teezer

ovetlook. If you have ground
venisoen, you can add a hit of
ground pork and seasonings
and make a batch of tasty
breakfast sausage. Or mix
with a fary ground beef o
make some tasty
burgers.

VeSO

Listen to Luke's 'I.'I.'L‘L‘Lll'!.'
tadio show/podeast “Catfish
Radio” on a station near you
or anytime at www_catfishra-
dio_ovg.

REMEMBER GOOD THINGS
HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

AUSTIN—The Texas
Parks and Wildlife Comimis-
sion approved more than
$6.17 million in eranes dur-

ing irs Mii‘_l' meeting  in
Austin, funding 21 rrail
comstruction and mainte-

nance projects across  the
stare.

The Mational Recre-
ational Trails Fund (NRTF)
supports  recreational  trail
COMStruction,  renovation
and  acquisition  through
grants funded from a portion
of the federal gas tax gener-
ated by fuel purchases for
off-highway  vehicles. The
fund must be used to support
a diverse mix of both motor-
ized and non-motorized eail
prrojects.

This yvear, 33.675 million
in WRTF funds were made
available for the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department’s
Recreational Trails Granes
Program. In addition to the
federal funds, 31.59 million
of the state !"‘}[HJIl,i.]!j: Goods
Sales Tax was allocated for
eligible trail projects.

A portion of the gramt
funds, up o $900,000, will
be used o support trail
improvement  projects  in
state parks.

Projects awarded funding
listed in alphaberical
order by county below:

Texas A&GM University-
":_::.‘11!r:|i Texas |1;|..~i been
awarded $299,994 for the
Forge Trail System in Bell
County. The funds will be
u.-iu:d for the cofstiuction of
a L25%-mile accessible rrail
segment and 1.25 miles of
natural surface trail includ-
ing  trailhead, interpretive
kiosks, benches and wayfind-
ing signage.

Ulniversal l:ilnr' has been
awarded $297.904 for the
third phase of the Cibolo
Creek Recreational Trail in
Bexar County. It will be used
for I_]w construction of a
0.85-mile, 12-foot-wide con-
crete sutface trail.

The M:L'Kinn-:y Mnnirip,a]
Utility District No. 1
Collin County was issued
$21,865 for the installation
of trailside amenities includ-
g receptacles,
benches information
kiosks.

In Crockert County, the
Texas  Motorized  Trails
Coalition  was  awarded
$499 999 jor the TMTC
Escondido Draw Recreation
Area, renovating a 10 mile,
G-foor-wide motorized rtrail
with parking improvements,
roilets  and ['.llnnhinj;, an

are
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electrical system atid euip-
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TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT

TPWD Awards Statewide Recreational
Trails Grants Totaling $6.17 million

Coutity has been awarded
.‘le‘;,l:'-".\{] for the construc-
tion of a 3-mile, &-foor-wide
improved sutface trail with
benches, kinsks,
etosion control and habivat
restoration of the Woody
Branch Park nature rrails.
The Paso del Morte Com-
munity  Foundation  was
awarded $237,372 for the
risk reducrion and user expe-
rience improvement project
of the Paso del Norte Trail in
El Paso County. Funds are
for construction of a 230-
foot rrail and renovations of
a LOo&-mile trail with con-
crete repait, street crossing,
wayfinding and  entrance
sipnage and trash recepra-

signage,

eles.

In  Galveston  County,
$220.304 has been awarded
to the Galveston Bay Foun-
;.]:iln:-n for t|w constraction
of a 1.5%-mile, T-foot-wide
multi-surface trail which will
include bridges, picnic
tables, benches and an edu-
cational kiosk. This new trail
will be the Gessner Center
Trail & R{‘.‘iili.l.‘]!n’."!.-‘ F'rc:a]cc,'l.

The Hill Country Conser-
vancy has been awarded
$300,000 for the WViolet
Crown Trail's second phase
Hays County, which
includes construction of a
2-mile nataral surface rrail
e rersion.

Henderson County  will
see the Gun Barrel Ciry Patk
Trails refreshed with the
renovation of the 0.95-mile,
S-foot-wide recyeled asphalt
trail. The $54,700 o do so
was awarded o Gun Barrel

i1

Clity.

The City of Beaumont in
Jefferson County wias
awarded 5215000 for irs

mew Lefler Motor Park. The
money  will be used for
construction of a fve-mile,
| O-foror-wide mororized trail
with trailheads,
restroom, lighting and park-
ing.

Also in Jefferson County,
the l:il,'..' of Beaumont has
been awarded $296,000 for
the renovation of the Tyrrell
Park Trail System. The 2.50

miles of accessible trail will

signage,

be renovated with drainage
improvements, benches and
sipnape.

The l:il,'lc of Boerne was
pivenn 5300000 for the
replacement of the Old No.
9 Trail Bridee in Kendall
(_:HIIHI_':,'. The ju|.1 SCOPE 15 the
construction of a 120-foor
long, 12-foot-wide  steel
bridge as a replacement for
the aging timber structure on
existing trail.

In MeLennan County, the
Waco Motoreyele Club was
awarded 3390400 for the

of a 10-mile,
G-foot-wide trail with retain-
ing walls, sheltered picnic
areas, fencing, lighting and
trailhead kiosk.

The City of Perryton in
Ochiltree County has been
awarded 3216,000 for the

MU]’I‘.-]&'IL' F'I;!I.'l( new recre-

renomal 1011

ational w:llkiny '|1.it]!.'i. A
(.57 -mile, -foor-wide
ADA-accessible  concrete
erail, [ighl,m_u and shaded
benches will lu.' I.'{'l]!l:‘\l'l'l.ll.'tL"l.:l
with the funds.

At the newest Texas State
Parl, Palo Pinto Mountains
State Park has been awarded
$300,000 for phase two of
the park trails in Palo Pinto
(:-IIIIHI_'I;'. There will be six
addirional miles of multi-use
natural surface trail added o
the park.

Seurty Counry has been
awarded 3143467 for
continued renovation of irs
recreational  rrails. These
renovations will be for 1-mile

its

of traill and construction of
10-15 miles of bike rrails, a
children's  pump  rack,
bridges, restroom improve-
ments, a shade pavilion and
henches.

The Park of East Texas,
Inc., was awarded $300,000
for its trails, which will be
used on construction of a
l-mile, é-foot-wide looped
i.]l.'l,,'l.}l'll]'lifl.‘il,,"l\l granite trail
a gravel parking lot,
trailhead, sipnapge, site furni-
ture and entry gate in Smith
County.

The John Trevifio Jt.
Metropolitan  Park  Trail
MNetwork in Travis County
will be a 3.25-mile, G-foor-
wide decomposed granite
trail, including signage and
shaded rest areas. The funds
wete awarded o the City of
Austin’s Parks and Recre-
ation Department for the
cOnstrucion.

Also in Travis County,
the 'F.t:-:ﬂ-::g'l.l Action of Texas
was awarded F166,420 for
the Montopolis Nature Trail

Ml'[“-'l.ﬂ'l: E-iil]' I.'i‘]!lliil'l.'.il_i.l.?['l!i iII:1|.‘I

with

improvements of a 4-mile,
d-foor-wide natural surface
trail with equestrian infra-
structure, bike racks and a
pravel parking area.

Val Verde  County
received 3300000 for the
non-motorized  trails in i
bhounds, which includes con-
struction of a G.6-mile, 10-
foot-wide crushed limestone
walking trail.

The Stanford Park Recre-
ational Trail will be reno-
vated with the $192,000
awatded to Yoakum County.
The 0.52-mile, 10-foot-wide
trail will be renovared o
have a concrete multi-use
walking loop.
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