Raing County

Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1887

T eader

Web Site: www.rainscountyleader.com
e-mail: news@rainscountyleader.com

Vol. 140, Issue 1 - 1 Section, 8 pages

EMORY, TEXAS - THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2026

PRICE 75¢

RAINS ISD

Board updated on instructional practices, attendance, budget

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains [SD Board of Trustees was
updated on instructional practices, at-
tendance and budger during the repular
meeting on Monday, June 8.

Assistant Superintendent John Port-
wood spoke to the board on instruc-
tional practices and technology use at
the district. He noted that all campuses
rely on paper-based learning even with
the availability of Chromebools.

Fortwood stated that all primary

learning in K through fifth grade is pa-
per based. Sixth through 12th grade seu-
dents remain mostly paper-based learn-
ing with more integration technology in
their education.

Portwood provided an annual report
of the School Health Advisory Council
to the board. He noted that the council,
overseen by the district nurse, plans to
have all energy drinks removed from
campus vending machines and add
more of the LifeVae choking rescue de-
vices around the district.

Trustees were updated on the final at-

tendance numbers for the district and
were informed that the district saw a
93.9.percent attendance. The number is
an .85 improvement over last year and a
1.1 increase over 2023-14 school year.
Superintendent Joe Nicks opened a
discussion on allowing homeschooled
students in the district to compete in
UIL events at Rains ISD. Since the
adoption of SB401 into law, the district
had previously voted to not allow it.
Nicks stated that most districts in the
area did not allow homeschooled stu-
dents to participate in UIL contests ex-

cept for Winnsboro and Alba-Golden.
The state law allows homeschoolers to
2o to other districes if the district of res-
idence does not allow it.

Nicks said that the vote to allow or
not allow will be on the next agenda,
but wanted to have a discussion on the
item during this meeting.

He updated trustees that the District
Wulnerability Assessment corrective ac-
tions had been approved.

The board was presented with and

see RISD on page 2

Hazel Overbey [foreground) and cousin, Spencer Palmer, excitedly await more water to fall from one of the features at the Sandy
Creek Park splash pad, just before shutting down for the evening. Also enjoying the water and leaking on are Peter Overbey and
mother, Carley Overbey. The splash pad opened for the season on June 1. Daily hours are 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. The splash pad will

remain open through September, weather permitting.

Leader phate by JEMNIFER HILL

POINT
Council to consider
dismissing
charges, hear
updates

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Point City Council has sched-
uled a meeting for Thursday, June 11,
at 6:00 p.m. in the council chambers of
Point City Hall

The council will consider action on a
letter to the Rains County Attorney
that would request the dismissal of
charges brought by the Point PD
apainst Tasha Wilk and Dustin Briggs.

Briggs and Wilk were arrested on
February 26 by officers of Point PD and
Rains County Constable on charges of
breaching computer security,

Council members will hear reports
on EDC, TRS, court costs and warer de-
posits. They will consider posting to
hire two open positions in the public
works department.

The council will discuss a volunteer
form and waiver of liability for citizens
that would like to help the city with
various tasks. They will rake action on
setting the job functions for Rhonda
Allbritton as water clerk and work or-
der supervisor for public works.

Council members will consider an in-

see POINT on page 2
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Rains County Leader celebrates 139 years of circulation

The Rains Counry Leader marked its
139th  anniversary of publication
Wednesday, tracing its roots to the June
10, 1887, masthead of The Argus.

Records show The Argus was publish-
ing in the 1880s. Minutes of the Rains
County  Commissioners Court  from
1882 note payment to O, Rice to pub-
lish the county’s quarterly financial re-
port in The Argus, suggesting the paper
may have been active several years be-
fore the 1887 date. The Argus later be-

came The Record before being renamed
the Rains Counry Leader by A.S. Hom-
beck sometime before 1900,

The Leader has been in the Hill fam-
ily since 1904, when Tom W. Hill Sr,
purchased the paper from ].H. Bradford.
Tom Hill began with the newspaper in
1598 ar age 13 as a “printer’s devil” and
served as editor and publisher until his
death in March 1937,

His son, Earl C. Hill 5r., known lo-
cally as “Hoots,” succeeded him and led

the paper until his death in February
1960. For rwo years afterward, Hoots'
sister, Kathleen Hill Becknell, and his
son, Earl C. Hill Jr., shared editorial and
publishing duries. Becknell became sole
editor and publisher in the fall of 1962
and remained until her death in Decem-
ber 1995, when Earl Jr. resumed leader-
ship.

Ear]l “Trey™ Hill III joined the staff in
March 2000 as a reporter, photographer
and production assistant, and became

ediror in 2016 following the death of his
mother, Carolyn Hill. After Earl C. Hill
Jr. died in March 2019, Trey Hill be-
came publisher, the fourth generation of
Hills to lead the paper. The Leader is
currently under the leadership of Earl C.
Hill T11.

The Rains County Leader is the only
weekly newspaper published in Rains
Counry, is the paper of record for the
county and is recognized as the counry's
oldest continuing business.

SPOTLIGHT

Aaron Conner Owns Rains Iron Horse Martial Arts

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Aaron Conner is a Carlos Machado
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu [B]]] black belt who
has been coaching Jiu-Jitsu for over 22
years, He has owned Rains Iron Horse
Martial Ares at 166 CR 1235 in Point
for two-and-a-half years and formerly
owned Legends Fit-Rockwall Gym
where Master Carlos Machado taught
BIl and Muay Thai (like kickboxing).
Conner teaches the Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
and Muay Thai martial arts practices
that are known to improve strength,
coordination, balance, flexibility and
cardiovascular health plus many more
benefits.

“My dad was a brown belt in Karate
as well as a U.S. Navy veteran,” said

Conner. *l loved Chuck Norris, who
brought the Machado family to the
United States. They were immersed in
the Gracie martial arts culture and
brought their Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu style
which culminated in the founding of
the Ultimate Fighting Championship.”

Conner said that Rains and Hunt
counties have many law enforcement
people in martial arts training. He said
that there is a group of women, many
who are teachers, also learning these
arts, When he sold his Rockwall gym
before moving his business to the area,
he had over 600 first responders being
trained at the gym.

Conner was in the U.S. Air Force
from 1990 to 1994, working on F135s
and F4s (American fighter aircraft) as
an electrical and environmental sys-

tems specialist. He also worked for 22
years as a Chief Information Officer at
L3.

He has three grown children includ-
ing two sons and a daughter plus five
prandkids. He has a bachelor’s degree
in computer information systems from
Texas A&M  University-Commerce
and took an executive leadership
course at Wharton, saying his profes-
sors were incredible. He has two dogs
and lives on five acres in the Spring
Creek neighborhood. He also attends
Miracle Faith Baptist Church.

Conner is a member of the U.S. Vet-
erans Motoreyele Club, which helps
raise money for veterans and Gold Star
families. He recently participated in a

see SPOTLIGHT on page 2
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Financial steps to take before
and after your wedding day

NEWS BRIEFS

Commun ity outhec
> Organigations

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.1., OPEn mestings.

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m,,
Crossroads Al-anan Group, 103
. Housten 5t., Edgewsod, 903-
B96-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
ath Man., 5:15 p.m., 215 N.
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Satrday
7:00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DAMNCE - Mon., 7-00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail.

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 15t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fid 514, Emory, $03-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs, 1130 a.m., wiww.
lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Ind Tues,, 1-3
p.m. 2483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
TX. Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. &9

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Man.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Centar

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB -
1st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, #03-269-
B4

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each month
%:00 a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUE -

15t Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon,, &:00 pm.,
Jan., Mar,, May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Qct,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
~July 31 & Oct. 30, &30 p.m.,
Roma Restaurant, 2450 FM 47

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a.m.-noon,
03-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon,, 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
& Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 ar
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jnd Tues., 7:00 p.m,,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues, &:45 p.m,
Poirit City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rrains Tax Office a1 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dth Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 p.m,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

Jrd Monday, 6:30 pm,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tues, and Thurs,, §:00 a,m, -
5:00 p.m, 110 E Marth St
TRANSPORTATION:

Ta schedule  ride Call 903-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Open Mon.Fri. 7 am.-4 p.m,
903-473-5099 or 3098

TA

MEMBER 2026

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
|:1§," ';:IE'H."l'l }'ﬁ"ll'l'l'I\Li'!r'-T]!llT:il\ILiY
in the building behind the
public library on Hwy, 69 in
F.Ilurr'l.'. Hnur:i fﬂr Ml;:l'l'l.'
Wed. are 85:00 a.m,-4:00
pom, closed noon-1:00 pan,
HLH.]FS E(!ll T]!llT:i\,ILI'!r' dare S':'DI:I
am.-noon, Thrift sales will
be open every Saturday in
Jlll\t,‘ fTI.Hl'l &l.{:":l AL ITL~TRCHIT.
Funds zo to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

American Legion
Breakfast Sat.,
June 13

Babk Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #156
will hold a breakfast buffet
on Saturday, June 13, from
T:00-10:00 wam. ar the Post
home ar 215 N, Duffy 5t in

upkeep of the home and for
veterans’ projects.

§t. Jude's Trail Ride,
Lunch & Auction
June 13

A trail ride benefitting St.
Jude's Children's Hospital
will be held on June 13, at
10:00 a.m., with registration
beginning ar 8:00 a.m., at the
Rains County Fairgrounds.
Come join the fun on a trail
ride through the area. Must
have a bracelet to ride on the
trail ride. Evervone is wel-
come to come to the Rains
County  Fairgrounds for a
lunch plate provided by the
Rains County Fair Associa-
tion at 12:00 pamn., for $10.00

a plate. A live auction will be

held at 1:00 pan. with lots of

great donated  items. T-
shirts, caps and koozies will
be available for sale. For
more  information, contact

Kim White %03-473-7405 or

Emory. Takeouts are offered. ]?”““"L’ McAree 903-830-
Payment is by donation, 2544 All proceeds go to St.
which goes towards the Jude's Children’s Hospiral.

Tennis Camp second 1,|1|.'c:-ul,_'|1 sixth gr:qu:r.\

June 22 & 23

Rains Tennis Camp  is
scheduled for June 22 and 23
at the district tennis courts
for incoming third through
ninth graders. The camp will
be held each day from 10:00
aan. to 12:00 pam. and the
cost 15 00 which includes a
camp t-shirt and a can of
high gquality rennis  balls,
Campers need to bring water
boteles and spores related
peat. For more informarion,
contact the school ar 903-
473-2222 or email oakes-
irrvainsisd ong.

Basketball Camp
July 6-9

The Rains  Baskethball
camp for boys and girls will
be held _[Ll]',.' -2 in Talking-
ton Gym. The cost is $60.
The session for incoming

will ke 10:00 a.m. to noon,
while incoming seventh
through ninth graders will
hold camp from 1:00 pom. to
3:00 pm. Campers need
|:1I.'1'I'I.j;‘| water ottles  and
sports related gear, For more
information, contact  the
school ar 903-473-2222 or
email oakeshid vainsisd.org.

Football Camp July
21822

The Rains Wildeat Youth
Football Camp will be held
on July 21 and 22 at Wildcat
Stadivm from 5:00 p.m. to
T:00 pom. The camp is for
secomd  through  ninth
praders and the cost is $50.
Campers need o bring warer
bottles and sports related
geat. For more information,
comtact the school ar 903-
473-1212 or email ocakes-
Bittrainsisd.org,

Brandon R Roberts
CFP’

Financial Advisor

132 W Texas 5t | PO Box 1221
Fl'r":lr','_, T 75440
S03-473-1592

MET-5834 0-A-Ad ALCSPAD

Edward Jones

Membar SIPC

Holly Wasson
Finarmcial Advisar

132 M Texas 5t | P O Box 1221
Emary, TX 75440
a03-473-15452

= edwardjones.com

TUE: 7AM - SALE END =

LOCATED INSIDE EMORY LIVESTOCK

I

Dine-in or Take

MON, THU & FRI : 7AM - 3PM = WED & SUN : CLOSED

620 5. TEXAS ST » EMORY » 903-473-3931

Out Avaitlable

SAT : 6AM - SALE END

Studies show that locales with Jocal
newspapers are less corrupt. Local papers
report the ins and outs of the communities
that they serve and function as a beacon of

truth to their communities.

Gerting married is a huge
decision, And it comes with
a financial to-do list that's
arguably
ITLOMTE i'll'l['":"'
tant  than
choosing a
VETIUE or o

cake.
BRANDON ROBERTS Here are
Fiward ke three finan-

Finmcial Advisos cial steps to
take before
vour wedding:

First, share your income,
spending habirs, savings and
ill'l.Y I.]i.']"l,:‘\.. lli.]{l.' .‘ill.]i.]{"l'll_ Iliilil.“."\-
or credit cards. Remember,
vour  partner’s  debr  can
I:"{'E'.t?[l'lk" }'I.H]Tﬁ i,lﬁ!."]' J1:.iTri;|yt‘.

Next, decide if you'll
combine all your accounts,
LH.'{']'.I I."I."l.."]",'ll'li.]:lj:: 5{']’1;\_[]';1[[." 14T
land somewhere in between.

Finally, discuss  your
financial goals. Make lists of
your short, medium  and

long-term dreams and find
CAnMmiImaOn }_';r-::-'lllul.

After you're married, here
are three more actions:

':.-_-}]:II.‘.' .L.rl‘.'l.,l.q'i:l' WOHIT
employer  benefits,  like
health insurance, usually

required within 30 days of
getting married.

Two: Review and possibly
change the beneficiaries on
checking, savings and invest-
ment accounts as well as
'r'ﬂ:l'll.]' r{'liTl.‘l]ii.‘]:ll ]'."Iqi'l'l'i il['I.IJ
insurance policies,

And three: Updare your
tax withholding w reflect
VOUr new status,

Honest conversations and
careful planning can help
vou build a financial founda-
tion as strong as your rela-
rionship.

This content was provided by
Edward Jones for use by Brandon

R\.'\I"I.' e, '|\.\| I ]'.I |1.'- F II.'-\.‘I I s BN I:'II
advisor in Emory ar 9034731592,

RISD

Continued from page 1

approved an agreement for
services with the Northeasi
Texas (NETX) Communi-
ties in Schools. The agree-
ment is  for wo  social
workers to work in the
district with  half of the
funding from the distrier and
the other half from NETX.
Trustees were provided
with a list of seven grants
that the district is applying
for that would provide Rains
with $924,354 in addirional
funding, reviewed the pro-
posed budget of the Rains
E:mmry .-'5'.|'~E':r:|i.-.-.\l Dristric
and policy update 127 from
the Texas Association of
School Boards {TAHE}.
The board moved to
executive session for about

45 minutes and upon return-
g o apen Se8s106,
approved a motion to autho-
rize Micks to hire an Elemen-
rary Principal.

At the end of the meeting,
the school board  was
upl:l:'l.h_’nl o r|1|: currend
budger for the districe to
srepare for the upcoming
t LEE.

All board members were
present for the regular meet-
ifng.

The next regular meeting
of the Rains IS0 Board of
Trustees is !iL‘|:u.'-L|I.J[L’I.] fnf
Monday, July 20, at 6:30
pom. in the Alexander Board
Room of the Rains 1SD
Administration Building.

JLIL

POINT

Continued from page 1
terlocal  agreement  with
Rains County and road
repairs to be made on city
streets and  will consider
approving the purchase of
equipment for repairs in the
city's water department.

The u_'uuni:i}r will hear an

update on a Sabine River

Authority srant, set a date
for a budget workshop and
consider a variance to allow
the building of a home on
Smith Circle.

The repular meeting of
the Point City Council is
open to the public.

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

|'||;,i1_i|.'|'|'|:'||. Ti.dl‘ “'.l'll‘rl.." ITREETT !]'IL‘T."\-
from all over the nation
gathered in Tulsa o honor
17T Gold Sear families. He
says that his group needs to
have a “meet” in Emory, and
| 1-'|:lt.'1':|:1':i fl'.liliv;ﬂ.

“We gave them a place wo
stay, did a ride with them
:||1.|J la]knl ;L[Hml |,|:1|.."IT luw:d
ones while in Tulsa,” =aid
Conner, “They revealed that
|,,]U|:i111,_I the first six moiiths
after a loss there is a lor of
comfort from a lot of people.

Hut :_If!l..‘]'Wde.'i ok as |1|.1|t.'.|'.."

The spring schedule at
Rains lron Horse Martial
Arts i Mmu]:a‘,' Loy Thnr.ﬁ'd:l'l.'.
Kid's Jiu-Jitsu is ar 5:30 p.m.,
Muay Thai (kickboxing) is at
f: 300 poim. L and adule ]i.ll-_li.l,.‘.l.l
Is at 1: iC' p.ImL

Conner said chat he will
b 1:1[(:]”.1 ]1th1 for as ]..Jn;_, A%
his body will let him. It has
kept him young, and even
though there can be injuries,
it is pood over all.
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CITY GIRL

Work Ethic of Today’s Teens

By Linda Brendle

Last week [ saw a Face-
book post from Cole Middle-
ton, owner of Middleton
Diairy and Cartle Company.
This is what it said:

Looking
for somebody
wanting  to
work,  Just
show uwp and
wark,  This
isn't wark one
day off five.
High school-
ers woidd be
great if they
want to wark
ithis wsed to never be a
problem), Knowing how 1o
weld will get you paid more,
Fve gor an entire swmmer's
wonth of work you can do.

At the end, he asked for
anyone who was interested
to leave their phone number
or send him a message. [ was
interested, not because |
wanted to work onoa cattle
ranich = I am, after all, a city
girl — but because [ was
interested in what kind of
responses he received. Here's
a surmnmary of what he got:

* 8 agreed that few teens
want  to  work  (Cole's
response to one of these was
“Why pet out and graze
when vou're fed all the feed
you wane ™)

= 18 forwarded Cole's
message o someone else

* 1already had a jobs

= I owanted o work but
were [on young

* One wanted o know
how much he was paying and
one wanted to hire on as a
supervisor, but | wasn't sure
whether these were serious
responses  or jokes from
friends.

* 8 left a phone number
or said they had sent a

message
In addition to these, sev-
eral told more invoelved

stories. One man had hired
three puys, but on thae
particular  day, only one
showed wup. One grand-
mother told of her two
granddausghters who wanted
to make %25 each. They
came over but did little work
and a lot of complaining, She
said one had earned $20 and
the other only $15. She said
they could come back the
next day, help with some
gardening, and she would
pay them the rest. When
they became angry, she
explained that you pet paid
for your effort. This poes
along with one of Cole's
comments when some said
that good help doesn't seem
to exist. Cole prediceed thar

in two  generations, good
help will exist again and
further stated that “parents
are doing their kids a terrible
disservice by not teaching
them the value of work.”

Our of curiosicy, [ went to
Google and asked if today's
teens hiad a strong work
ethic. The short answer was
“ves" with this summary -
“but it looks wvery different
from  past  penerations.
Rather than defining them-
selves solely by a 9-to-3 or a
willingniess to work overtime,
Gen Z prioritizes efficiency,
boundaries, work-life bal-
ance, and finding purpose in
what they do.” What this
sounds like to me, under-
standing that my ideals and
standards are from a by-pone
era, is that they are willing to
work, but only on their
terms.

Google went on to explain
in a bit more detail several
key shifts in the work values
and habits of teens. Here are
some brief examples:

* Focus  on  Smart
Work: This invelves using
technology and avtomation
to complete the same work
berrer, faster, and with less
effort from  the  human
employee. A recent personal
example is the robot vacuum
cleanet. | was recently given
an  early peneration  unit
when a friend upgraded to a
later version, and although
it's useful, I'm not ready to
give up my regular vacuum.
For one thing, the robot is
round, so it doesn't pet into
the comers where a lot of the
dust bunnies and Kitry hair
collect. In addition, the small
dire bin fills up with Kirty
hair very quickly meaning it
has to be emptied frequently.
And the battery usually has
to be recharged a time or two
before it cleans the whole
house. It requires effort of a
different kind, bur effort
nonetheless.

* Redefined Ambition:
This new ambition includes
personal growth which is of
interest to most employers
only as long as it also benefits
the company. While they
may care about their employ-
ees, if they lose focus on
what's pood for the com-
pany, everybody's out of a
job. The next ambition men-
tioned “side  hustles,”
which are by definition work
that you do outside vour
primary job, The advantages
are that you can set your
own hours, choose your own
projects, and work on your
own terms. The disadvan-
tage is that all the responsi-

is

bilicy for making the venture
viable rests on you,

* Work-Life Bound-
aries: Younger workers are
less likely to pive up “per-
somal lives or mental health”
for a job. They wane fair
treatment, respect, and flexi-
bility., Fair is one of those
words like “rruth™ in thar
each person seems to want to
decide what is fair, If fairness
is a rtop priority, i's impor-
tant o investigate @ com-
pany's culture before agree-
ing to take a job. It's equally
important  to understand
that while respecting the
humanity of one another
should be assumed, Tespect
in terms of “holding someone
in high regard due o their
achievements, moral charac-
ter, or wisdom” 15 something
thar must be earmed. And
flexibility in the workplace is
not usually a pood way to
earn respect unless it has
been built into the company
environment. If being able to
choose  your own  work
schedule is important to you,
researching to see  what
businesses that are flexible
enough to suit your needs is
of vital importance.

It would be easy o
become discouraged when
work ethic of the next
generations seems to  be
more of the “all about me”
behavior we see on the news
and social media every day.
But there is hope. Cole
added an update on his
original Facebook post that
said, in part, *1 was surpris-
ingly encouraged. Mayhe
there are a few hard workers
coming up.” And Saturday
when [ texted him to ask
petmission to use his post in
my column, he replied, “1
think you could write an
excellent story because 1
surprisingly had several kids
reach out and have hired
tweo that started nexe day ar
3:40 am. and two that stare
Monday ar 7:00 am. Mayhbe,
just maybe there is a glimmer
of hope.”

Whatever you do, work
hearuly, as for the Lovd and
not for men, knowing thae from
the Lord you will receive the
inheritance as your reward.
You are serving the Lord
Christ.

Colossians 3:23-24

Lila Brendle wrires a weekly
column  for Believers'  Baprist
Church. She s a published auther
and also writes abour caregiving,
fairh, and famely an ber blog ar hap:/
fwww. LifeAfrerCaregiving.
WerdPress.com. You can e-mail her
at LindaBrendleini vahoo.com.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
New World Screwworm Confirmed
in Zavala County Calf

AUSTIN = On June 3
the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
(TPWIY received confir-
mation of a detection of
New World screwworm
(NWS) in Zavala County.
A sample collecred from a
three-week-old calf with
an umbilical lesion was
idenrified and confirmed
as NWS by the National
Veterinary Servies Labo-
ratory (NVSL) in Ames,
lowa. There are currently
no further detections in
amimals in Texas.

This is the first detec-
tion of NWS in Texas
since northward progres-
sion from Central Amer-
ica was observed in 2023.
TPWD is working closely
with  Unired Srates
Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA), Texas Ani-
mal Health Commission
(TAHC) and other stare
officials in a joint mcident
response.  TAHC  has
established an  infested
zone in the area, and
animal movement restric-
tions are in effect to
prevent further spread of
the pest.

NS can have devas-
tating impacts on free-
ranging wildlife popula-
tions and rural communi-
ties," said Dr. Dawvid
Yoskowirz, Executive
Director of Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department.
“TPWD, in partnership
with our state and federal
partners, will work dili-
gently to respond to sus-
pected cases of NWS, and
to urge the public to
monitor and report signs
of an infestation in warm-
blooded animals.”

“TAHC  has  been
actively preparing for a
resurgence of NWS for
over two years,” said Dr.

Bud Dinges, TAHC state

veterinarian and execu-
tive director. “We are
putting these preparations
into action,  and  we
encourage all animal own-
ers -,mi caretakers to
continue to remain vigi-
lant for the presence of
larvae in animal wounds
and immediately report
any suspicions.”

According  to  the
USDA, the U.5. food
supply is safe. USDA's
Food Safety and Inspec-
tion  Service {F=IS)
ensures that the nation’s
commercial  supply of
meat, poultry, and egg
products is ﬁH}E and prop-
erly labeled. NWS do not
jlif}EﬁT fruits, vegetables, or
other food sources such as
grains and rice.

NWS are larvae or
maggots of the NWS fly
{Cochliomyia hominivorax),
that cause the painful
condition NWS myiasis.
NWS flies lay egps in open
wounds or {‘.!TI-F::Z‘LEE of live
tissue. These eggs hatch
into dangerous parasitic
larvae, or maggots, which
burrow or “screw” into
flesh with sharp mouth
hooks. NWS  primarily
infest livestock, bur can
also affect pets, humans,
and wildlife including wild
mammals and birds.

Targeted releases of
sterile NWS flies are being
expedited to eliminate any
reproducing  populations
in the area associated with
the detection. When
combined with enhanced
surveillance, movement
restrictions, prompt treat-
ment o wu::uuné and
education and outreach
efforts, the sterile insect
technique is a proven and
effective tool for control-
ling and eradicating this
pest.

In

Ay

addition to fre-

quently monitoring ani-
mals, producers -ﬁmuld
implement enhanced
management  pracrices
incluci.ing keeping open
wounds clean and cov-
ered. Animals infested
with NWE should be
immediately treated with
an appropriate method
under the direction of a
veterinarian. If you sus-
pect NWS in your live-
stock or domestic animals,
contact the TAHC imme-
diately and do not move
any animals. A represen-
tative will advise you on
current collection proto-
cols for submitting suspi-
cious maggots. Contact
the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
(TPWIY for wildlife infes-
tation information and
the Texas Department of
State Health Services
{DSHS) for human infes-
tation information.

Learn more about New
World screwworm  at
SCTEUWAVOTITL ZOV,

903-473-2653
ads@rainscountyleader.com|

Monthly Business Directories:
* Health & Beauty

= Construction

* Service & Repair

» Food

* Agriculture

* Elc.

Our Business Directories
run once a month each and
are less expensive than our

waskly ads.

Jewel Box Ballparks

“Baseball is what we were,
and foothall is what we have
become.”

Mary McGrory

During the summer of

1988, my
buddy Chris
and |
embarked
uponn what
rurned  our

tor be a glori-
ous haseball
advenrure.
We loaded
my Toyota
rruck with a
tent and sleeping bags, gath-
ered our socks, shoes, and
sundry  items, and drove
across the country with the
goal of wvisiting as many
Major League ballparks as
possible. That trip took us
from coast to coast, and
while on the road we were
blessed to visit America's
classic jewel box ballparks.
There are only two lefr. If
you like baseball, grab your
glove, and maybe a cup of
coffee. This week we're
talking about baseball his-
tory...

It this country, baseball is
part of our identity. If you
want to feel like a true
American, go to a ballgame.
There is nothing quite like
the sights and sounds of
baseball — the crack of a bat,
the soothing pop of a fastball
kissing a catcher's mitt,
strike calls, organ  music,
even the crunch of peanue
shells under your feer. And
you can be ourside and enjoy
a hot dog i the sun. When
entering a ballpark, the sight
of perfectly manicured emer-
ald-green grass can take your
breath away, A ballgame can
be a joy for all your senses.
And baseball stadiums are
like cathedrals. The two
aldest stadiums in the coun-
try give us the best of
baseball, They are the last of
the jewel box ballparks.

The term jewel box was
coined to refer to Major
League  ballparks  builc
between 1909 and 1915.
These were constructed afrer
the wooden ballpark era of
the late 1800s, and before
the practical modern and
soulless  “concrere  donut”
multipurpose  stadiums thar
became popular in the 1960s
and 1970s.

Jewel box ballparks were
built with steel and concrete,
featured a two-tier grand-
stand design, and were often
nestled inte a city block.

JOOY DYER
Tvpavwriter Wigakly

This brought fans in right on
top of the action and made
the parks an intimare pare of
city neighborhoods, “Retro”
ballparks constructed in the
1990s (and later) tried to
capture the prominence and
elegance of the past, with
some success. But the old,
authentic jewel box ballparks
had real character.

For historical reference,
here's a list of the classic
jewel box ballparks of the
past. ..

— Braves Field/MNational
League Park (1915-1951)
home of the Boston Braves.

— Ebbets Field (1913-
1957) = home of the Brook-
lyn Dodgers before  they
moved o Los Anpeles.

—~ Comisky Park (1910-
1990) — home of the Chicago
Whire Sox.

—~ Crosley Field (1912-
1970 — home to the Cincin-
nati Reds.

—~ League Park (1910-
1946) — home to the Cleve-
land Indians.

—~ Tiger Stadium {1912-
1999 — home to the Detroir
Tigers.

~ The Polo Grounds in
Upper Manhattan- three
MNew York ball teams played
here = MN.Y. Giants (15891 -
19371, N.Y. Yankees (1913 -
1922), WY, Mets (1962 -
1963),

— Old Yankee Stadium
(1923-2010) — New York
Yankees,

~ Baker Bowl / Mational
League Park (1895-1938) -
Philadelphia Phillies,

—~ Shibe Park / Connie
Mack Stadium (1909-1970)

home to the Philadelphia
Achletics and  later the
Philadelphia Phillies.

~ Forbes Field (1909-
1970 — home to the Pites-
burgh Pirates.

~ Sportsman's Park |
Busch Sradium (1909 1966)
— home to the 5t Louis
Cardinals and St. Louis
Browns.

— Griffith Stadium (1911-
1961) the Washington Sena-
tors home.

The two remaining active
jewel box ballparks are Fen-
way Patk in Boston, and
Wrigley Field in Chicago.

Fervway Park is home to
the Boston Red Sox. It is the
oldest ballpark i the coun-
try. It opened on April 20,
1912, r]lue same week the
Titanic sank. Of all the parks
Chris and [ wvisited on our
trip, Fenway was the one
park where we didn’t make it
inside (we were almost broke
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from traveling and sky-high
ticket prices kept us out).

Fenway has many quirky
features, imcluding  the
famous “Green Monster,”
This is the nickname given
to the 37 feet high left field
wall in the park. It was buile
to prevent people outside the
park from watching pames
tor free. Sitting just 310 feet
away from home plate, it
makes Fenway one of the
most distinct stadiums in
baseball.

Tucked inte Chicago's
North Side community of
Lakeview, you will find che
friendly confines of Wrigley
Field, home to the Chicago
Cubs. Mamed for one-time
owner and chewing pum
tycoon William Wrigley, the
stadium was constructed in
1914, and it is magnificent.

Wrigley Field is known for
its ivy-covered brick outfield
wall, hand-operated score-
board, and distinceive red
marquee over the main
entrance. Situated in a quiet
residential  neighborhood,
the stadium lacks parking.
Fans must park on city
streets or pay residents to
patk in yards and alleys.
Rather than drive, many fans
simply take Chicago's “L"
train to the park.

Wrigley Field is my
favorite ballpark. I've had
the great pleasure of artend-
ing games there on a few
different occasions. Chris
and 1 were there the night
they turned on the lighes at
Wrigley for the first time
(August &, 1988). My last
trip to Wrigley Field was
made a few years ago with
out daughter Marigrace. She
and 1 shared a love of
baseball, and that was a very
special trip.

As time marches on,
baseball stadiums will con-
tinue o evolve. My hope is
that we never lose these
special jewel box ballparks.
They are living history, and
a precious part of our Amer-
ican experience and the
sport we love, It's hard not 1o
be romantic abour  base-

ball...
JOOY DYER s & colummnist,

author, and former teacher, Described
|."'|' SLHNE &S il Ri.'ll.ull.'l.‘nllii.'l." ik, EH.' 15
baseball  fan, coffee  roaster, and
accomplished feral hog trapper. He
likess 1o resad, ApPrECanes the ourdoors,
andd is pood with dogs and children.
He s the tather of three, and lives
'ﬂ'lll'l I'IL'\ “'EIIL' 1149 .[.L'xi!!.
typewnterweckly.com
£ 2026 Jody Dyer

Visit us online at:
www.rainscountyleader.com

Investing In A C.D. Makes Sense

A Certificate of Deposit is one of the smartest, easiest ways

—_— to invest yvour money.
{I""‘-"" ( B I X Money invested in a C.D. is completely safe and FDIC
""-"‘---._.--"""I insured to §250,000. And, the rate of interest is
Cummemlﬂ} Baﬂk .uf Tﬂhﬂs guarantesd by the bank for the term of the investment.
Mext time you have money to invest, stop in and visit with
us about investing in a Certificate of Deposit.
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Sheriff's Report

Rains County Leader

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the following
reports of activity during the
week of June 1-7:

Arrests

6 - 5 :
Christopher
rant
Fletcher.
Violation of
bond condi-

MICHAEL HOPKINS

o nos
Ba Gy e 6 1 10, 000
bond.
Calls

6-1: CR 3030 Reposses-
sion; E Lennon D, Business
alatm, Point Extra patrol;

Fome Smith Cir. Business
alarm; Hwy., 69W Medical
assist; Hwy. 195 Accident;
CR 1308 Suspicious vehicle;
YW Lennon Dr. Business
alarm; Hwy. 195 Debris in
the roadway; Clark Dr. Pub-
lic assist; CR 1495 Con-
trolled burn; FM 779 Sralen
vehicle; Hwy., 19N Suspi-
cious person; W MNorth St
Assault;  Sherifl's  Office
(=0 lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 4254 Harass-
ment; FM 514 Grass fire;
Huwy. 276 Accident; Hwy, 69
Funeral escort; FM 275
Welfare concern; 5 Dunbar
Ln. Welfare concern; CR
4525 Medical assist; Point

MAKE
SURE

Drug  acrviey; PRO7719
Medical assist; Point Smith
Cir. Assault; East Tawakoni
(ETy Hwy. 176 “Warrant
service; FM 2737 Grass fire;
FM 47 Medical assist; PR
5240 Noise complaing Duffy
St Medical assist; Point
Huwy. 69 Extra patrol.

6-2: Emory FM 515 Extra
patrol; Hwy, 276 ar Hunt
Con Line Agency assist; ET
Wright Way Dr. Medical
assist; uitman St Civil
matter; E Lennon Dr. Aban-
doned vehicle; Hwy. 69%W
Fire alarm; N Texas St
Funeral escort; Quitman St
Agency assist; Duffy St
Harassment; CR 4230 Medi-

THEY’RE

IN THE
RIGHT

CAR SEAT

NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat

cal assist; CR 4230 Medical
assist; ET Old Mill Ln.
Disturbance; SO Follow up
Investigation; Emory
Tawakoni  Dr. Burglary;
Point Ave. T Animal welfare
concern; Clark Dir. Meet
complainant;  CR 2410
Debris in roadway; FM 514
Drebris in roadway; FM 2946
Debris in roadway; CR 2350
Debris in roadway; FM 2250
Drebris in roadway; CR 2370
Debris in roadway; CR 2350
Debris in toadway; CR 1605
Drebris in roadway; CR 1530
Debris in roadway; CR 4452
Debris in toadway; CR 32135
Drebris in roadway; CR 4250
Medical assist; FM 275 Extra
patrel; CRO1530 Debris in
roadway; CR 1605 Debris in
roadway;, E Lennon D,
Debris in roadway; Mills St
Drebris in roadway; Clark Dr.
Debris in roadway; Huy, 19
Emmory Maotorist assist; Point
Huwy, 69 Extra patrol; Hwy,
69 Reckless driver.

6-3: FM 515 Bank alarm;
CR 3202 Medical assist; S
Texas St. Reckless driver;
ET Pucketr Pass Medical
assist; W Lennon Dr, Suici-
dal subject; VR 1250 Medi-
cal assist; CR 3025 Medical
assist; Duffy St. Welfare
concern; ET Puckert DPass
Medical assist; CR 3015
Medical assist; CR 2110
Welfare concern; Skyline
D, City ordinance violation;
Hwy., 276 Medical assist;
Hwy. 19N Medical assist; E
Lennon D, Animal welfare
comcern; CR 2132 Harass-
ment; FM 514 Livestock on
roadway; CR 2420 Animal
welfare concern; Clark Dr,
Meet  complainant; E
Lennon Do Motorist assist;
CR 2360 Disturbance; CR
3335 Meet Complainant;
Ravine St Welfare concern.

6-4: 5 Texas St. City
ordinance  violation; E
Lennon Dr. Welfare con-
cern; SO lobby Meet com-

Funeral escort; 5 Texas St
Accident hit & run; FM
2737 Medical assist; Emory
Ind St Welfare concern;
Hwy. 195 Reckless driver;
Huwy. 69 Welfare concern;
Hwy., 69 Point Accident;
Emory Tawakoni Dr, Follow
up investigation; PRO7709
Accident; CR 3236 Medical
assist; Bhodes Dr. Belease
property; PR 7709 Fight in
progress; Hwy, 6% Accident.

6-5: CR 3200 Medical
assist; CR 3446 Fraud; Hwy.
19N Prisoner transport; CR
4020 Medical assist; CR
3332 Gas leak; CR 4480
Animal welfare concern; CR
3319 Welfare concern; CR
4530 Animal welfare con-
cern; FM 515 BReckless
driver; SO lobby  Special
assignament; FM 1367 Public
assist; Hwy. 69 Gas leak; SO
lobby Meet complainant; E
Lennon Dr. Criminal tres-
pass; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; ET Oak Leaf Tr.
Medical assist; Hwy. 19N
Reckless driver; CR 3025
Civil matrer; 50 Lobby
Medical assist; CR 1531
Meighbor dispute.

6-6: Hwy, 19N Gas leak;
SO Watrant service: FM 275
Medical assist; E Lennon D,

Open door; CR 21220
Muotorist assist; W Texas St
Medical assist; FM 1946

Livestock on roadway; Hon-
eysuckle Ln. Livestock on
roadway; E Lennon Dr.
Business alarm; Hwy, 6%
Animal welfare concern; E
Lennon Dr. Medical assist;
M Texas 5t Suspicious
person; Huy. 69 Point Reck-
less driver; E Lennon D,
Reckless driver; W Lennon
Dr. Moise complaint; CR
3330 Debris in roadway.
6-7: Hwy. 69 Abandoned
vehicle; Lake Fork Dr. Open
door; FM 2737 Brush fire; E
Lennon Dr. Problems with a
juvenile; CR 1399 Harass-
ment; Quitman St Follow

Livestock on roadway; Huwy,
276 ET Debris in roadway; S
Texas St Welfare concern;
E Lennon Dr. Medical assist;
CR 1495 Debris in roadway;
FM 47 Medical assist; CR
1330 Criminal mischief; CR
1315 Debris in roadway; CR
1300 Debris in roadway; CR
3330 Accident; 5 Texas St
Medical assist; Tawakoni Dr.
Emory Suspicious activity;
FE 7705 Suicidal subject;
CR 1622 Disturbance; Duffy
St. Theft Tawakoni De

Emory Suspicious activicy,

The Sheriff's Department
reported 276 calls for the
week, Among the calls were:
1 paper service; 1 eriminal
mischief, 1 criminal trespass,
22 debris roadway, 3 distur-
bance, 1 drug activity, 12
extra parrol, 1 fight
progress, 1 brush fire, 1 fire
alarm, 4 follow up investiga-
tion, 1 fraud, 3 funeral
escort, 4 harassment, harass-
ment, 3 pas leak, 4 livestock
on roadway, | meet com-
plainant, | neighbor dispute,
2 noise complaint, 2 open
door, 2 grass fire, 1 problems
with a juvenile, 25 public
service, T reckless driver, 1
repossession, 1 special
assignment, | stolen vehicle,
2 suicidal subjecr, 2 suspi-
cious activity, 1 suspicious
person, | suspicious vehicle,
1 theft, 1 prisoner transport,
2 warrant service, 10 welfare
concern, O accident, 1 con-
trolled burn, 3 public assist,
2 abandoned wvehicle, 1
accident hit and run, 2
agency assist, | bank alarm,
4 business alarm, 1 release
property, & animal welfare
concern, 1 assault, 3
motorist assist, 1 burglary, 2
city ordinance wviolation, 2
civil matter.

There were 76 traffic
stops, 30 warnings, 19 cita-
tions, 29 medi-;:af calls, and
18 transports.

plainant; M Texas St up investigation; FM 514
NOTICE OF SALE
STATE OF TEXAS § BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER OF SALE
§
BAINS COUNTY §

and issued pursuant to judgment decree(s) of the District Court of Rains County, Texas, by the Clerk of said Court on said date, in the hereinafter numbered and styled suit{s) and to
me directed and delivered as Sheriff or Constable of said County, | have on June 3, 2026, seized, levied upon, and will offer for sale the following properties, on the first Tuesday in July,
2026, the same being the Tth day of said month, at the west side of the Courthouse of the said County, in the City of Emory, Texas, between the hours of 10 o'clock am. and 4 o'clock
pome onsaid day, beginning at 10:30 AM, and will proceed to sell for cash to the highest bidder all the night, title, and interest of the defendants in such suitis) in and o the following
deseribed real estate levied upon as the property of said defendants, the same lping and being situated in the County of Rains and the Stare of Texas, to-wit:

Sale Cause # Accr # Style of Case Legal Description Adjudged
# Judgment Dare Oircler Tssue Dare Walue
1 FAITX O0RT7-0130-0010-43 RAINS COUNTY, ET AL V5. TRACT 1 ABS: 87 SUR: REBECCA FINLEY 0.25 AC $144,589.00
02/06/26 JUNE 03, 2026 MIGUEL ONTIVEROS
SALE NOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
2| 35ITX 008702 30-0000-43 RAINS COUNTY, ET AL VS, TRACT 2 ABST: 87 sUR: REBECCA FINLEY 0.5361 AC $o0,486.00
020626 JUNE 03, 2026 MIGUEL ONTIVEROS
SALE MOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
i 3200TX 0143.0050-0000-43 RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ABS: 145 SUR: JOHN LEE 48.00 AC $270,719.00
01/2326 JUNE 03, 2026 DISTRICT, ET AL W5, SANDRA LYNNE
SALLEY SALE MOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXESHLAND LOCKED)
4 | 3208TX 0206-1650-0000-42 RAINS COUNTY, ET AL VS CHRISTINA | ABS: 206 & 15 SUR: RAYMOND SUNIGAS & 5T, BELT 0.20 ACRES $06,108.00
10710425 JUNE 03, 2026 MERONEY, AKA CHRISTINA LEE
BARIENTOS MERONEY SALE MOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
3 F266TX 0206-1410-0030A-42 | RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ABS: 206 BAYMOND SUNIGAS TRACT 3 0.775 AC $32,922.00
12/19/25 JUNE 03, 2026 DISTRICT, ET AL W&, RICK WELLS, ET AL
SALE NOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
] ITETX 2753-0000-0221-43 BAINS COUNTY, ET AL V5. ALONDRA AR5 188 SUR: GEORGE RITTER, SHADY GROVE ESTATES, LOT I3 1.134 $215,594.00
01/23/26 JUNE 03, 2026 LEON CARMONA AC
SALE NOTES: (SUBJECT TO POST JUDGMENT TAXES)
7 FIETX 0263-0030-0000-43 RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL e THE FOLLOWING PROFPERTY WAS STRUCKOFF AT A PREVIOUS $112,337.00
08/12/25 OCTORER 3, 2025 | DISTRICT, ET AL V5. HORACE HOSKINS, | TAX SALE AND IS NOW BEING OFFERED FOR RESALE*=**
ET AL
ABS: 263 SUR: JOHMN WILLIAMS 17.00 AC
SALE MOTES:
(LAND LOCKED)

{any volume and page references, unless otherwise indicared, being to the Deed Records, Rains Counry, Texas, to which instruments reference may be made for a more complete
description of each respective trace.) or, upon the written request of said defendants or their artorney, a sufficient portion of the property described above shall be sold to sarisfy said
judgment(s), interest, penalties, and cost; and any propercy sold shall be subject to the right of redemprion of the defendants or any person having an interest therein, to redeem the
said property, or their interest therein, within the tme and in the manner provided by law, and shall be subject to any other and further rights o which the defendants or anyone
interested therein may be entitled, under the provisions of law. Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the judgment(s) rendered in the above styled and numbered cause(s), together
with interest, penalties, and costs of suit, and the proceeds of said sales to be applied to the satisfaction thereof, and the remainder, if any, to be applied as the law directs,

RECENT CHANGES IN THE PROPERTY TAX CODE NOW REQUIRE PURCHASERS OF TAX SALE PROTERTY TO HAVE A STATEMENT FROM THE RAINS
COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR CERTIFYING THAT THE PERSON/FIRM/COMPANY PURCHASING PROPERTY AT A TAX SALE OWES NO DELINOQUENT
PROPERTY TAXES TO ANY TAXING ENTITY WITHIN THE COUNTY. YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE A TAX SALE DEED TO ANY PROPERTY YOU PURCHASE
WITHOUT THIS CERTIFICATE.

LYOBTAIN A i ATE, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR RA L] 7 TAN A [ WEEKS IR L) THE 54

Dated at Emory, Texas, June 3, 2026

Sheriff Mic
Rai ounty,

Dheputy

By

MNotes:

The Minimum Bid is the lesser of the amount awarded in the judgment plus interest and costs or the adjudzed value. However, the Minimum Bid for a person owning an interest in the
property or for a person who is a party to the suit {(other than a taxing unit), is the agoregate amount of the judgments against the propercy plus all costs of suir and sale. ALL SALES
SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION WITHOUT PRIOR MOTICE. THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL TAXES DUE ON THE PROFERTY WHICH HAVE BEEN ASSESSED SINCE
THE DATE OF THE JUDGMENT. For more informarion, contact your attorney or LINEBARGER GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP, attomey for plaintffs, ac (903) 5972897
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THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
A Gift for a Gunfighter

by Bartee Haile

On Jun. 13, 1881 Ben
Thompson, gunfighter and
lawman, received a gold-
plated targer pistol in the
mail from his new friend,
famed show-
man  “Buf-
talo Rill”
Cody.

The two
men mer o a
vear and a
half earlier,
when Cody
brought  his
stage  pro-
duction, a  melodrama
loosely based on his own
exploits called “Scours of the
Flains,™ to Austin in Decem-
ber 1879, Ever the hospitakble
southerner, Thompson wel-
comed the visitor o the
Texas capital within minutes
of hus arrival.

Just for the fun of it and w
see how good the other really
was with a firearm, Cody and
Thompson adjoumed o the
country for some friendly
target practice.

Fawning over the well-
known guest, the Auwstin
American reported, “Buffalo
Hl]l Went ol i'lr (11 81 "|'I|."?\-[L"]'
day with Mr. Ben Thompson
and some other gentlemen,
and he showed them a lirtle
crack shooting. With Mr.
Thompson's vifle he soruck
six half dollars our of seven
that were thrown up.”

The duo did it again the
next day much to the delight
of a larger crowd. This time
the newspaper went com-
pletely l.!"\'\.']ll'll.}ilfl.l. declaring

BARTEE HAILE

Cody “one of the best
marksmen now on the
American continent. His

shooting was perfectly mar-
velous,”

Ben Thompson was prob-
ably more amused than
angered. While Buffalo Bill
was making his reputation
slanghtering defenseless
bison, he was earning his
against opponents that could
shoot back. With Bill Long-
ley six feet under and John
Wesley Hardin behind bars
until 1894, he the
deadliest gunfichter alive
and everybody knew it

After “Scouts of the
Plains” finished its three-
show engagement in Austin,
Cody  invited Thompson

WS

along for the San Anronio
leg of the tour. Once again
they entertained the admir-
ing masses with their marks-
manship before parting the
kst of friends.

It was not long before
their friendship was put w
the test.

The following  June,
Thompson was in Dodge
Ciry on o working vacation
playing cards and taking
other men's money, when he
heard his baby brother had
gotten himself into another
scrap., “What now!™ Ben
must have wondered since
he had spent much of his
adult life saving his sibling's
Elj\.lk‘.

This time Billy Thompson
had started a fight with a
saloonkeeper in Ogallala,
Mebraska that ended in
gunfire. No serious wounds
were  sustained by either
party, but Billy was under
house arrest in his hotel and
there was talk of a lynching.

The same source that
informed Ben of his brother's
predicament warned  him
against riding to the rescue.
The tavern owner was
well-liked in Ogalla, which
meant a welcoming commit-
tee was sure to be armed and

ready.
So Ben turned to an old
ally, and Bat Masterson

caught the first westhound
train. Failing to buy Billy
Thompson's  freedom, he
drugged the guard standing
watch outside his hotel room
and with the escapee in tow
stieaked aboard the midnight
flyer to North Platee.

While Masterson was
wondering how he was going
to get from North Platte o
Buffale Bill's ranch outside
af town at two o'clock in the
morning, he spotted a saloon
still open for business, He
.‘i|L'['|]"'l."I.] I.I'Irl.H.JJ_:‘I'I t11{' .‘i"u"u'j1'|j_"
g deors  and the
bearded storyteller holding a
roomful of drunks  spell-
bound.

Adrer listening to Master-
son's account  of  the
evening’s adventures, Cody
announced, “The Oeallala
authorities will not take you
from here.” With one of
their generous host's best
horses and his wile's carriage,

Masterson and Billy Thomp-

SAW

son reached the safery of
Dodee City without furcher
incident.

Back in  Austin, Ben
Thompson had cleaned up
his act enough o win the
city marshal  election  in
December 18380, As soon as
Cody learned of this almost
laughable career change, he
sent a congratulatory gift.

“Yesterday morning Mar-
shal Thompsen received a
very handsome present from
Buffalo Bill.,” read an arvicle
in the Jun. 14, 1881 edition
of the Austin Statesman. “It 1=

a ... costly rtarger pistol
(with) mountings of pgold,
handle beaurifully tinted

pearl, while the glittering
steel harrel is most artisei-
cally and beautifully carved.
It is engraved on the handle:
‘From Buffalo Bill to Ben
Thompson,™

From all indications the
aging gunfighter had turned
over a new leaf. He did such
a fine jobr of policing Austin
that voters elected him to a
second term.

Then it all came apare for
Thompson, He settled an old
score with  Jack Harris,
ownet of a San Antonio
theater, by shooting him
dead in July 1882, After six
months in the infamous
Bexar County jail, during
which he resigned as city
marshal, Thompson  was
acquitted by a surprising
sympatheric  Alamo  Ciry
jury.

Anyone in his right or
sober mind would  have
stayed out of San Antonio
after that bur not Ben
Thompson, He returned
with King Fisher to the scene
of the Harris killing in March
1884, and both were dis-
patched execution-style by
WAILINE SUNINeT.

As for the gold-plared

pistal, it temains all these
years later in  near-mint
condition in a privace collec-
tion. And, from tme ro time,
it goes on display at the
Buffalo Bill Historical Center
in Cody, Wyoming.
Haile
and
berrtechaileta gl com ot by madl an
PO, Box 130001, Spring, TX
77303

Bartee welcomes

commenrs

yoLr
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Advertising Works
903-473-1653

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
Don’t Get Taken for a Ride.
Tips for Renting a Vehicle

How to Avoid Vehicle
Rental Stress

Whether you're traveling
for business, raking a family
vacation, or dealing with
transportation needs while
your vehicle is in the shop,
I{"I'Ill'l'lj_: Fi '\'{']'Iil.'l.l." CAarn |.'|L" e |
convenient solution. How-
ever, unexpecred fees, insur-
dree (.'L!'['I.'I.].‘i:ii:llln., il['l.l.l I,,l.:ll'll.:l.ﬂL"
disputes can quickly tum a
simple rental into a frustrat-
g I.".'{]'IL"liI.'['I [

The Better Business
Bureau encourages cone-
suImers o |i|lC{‘ i |.i."“' [1FI.HH.'-
tive steps before, during, and
after their rental o avoid
UNNECessqary SIreE=s,

“A rental vehicle may
only be part of your trip,”
:iill.l\.[ h‘!t‘L']ﬁ{‘lL‘ A;:]"'il'!.'il]!i
Mills, President and CEO of
BBB East Texas, “But taking
ol [i."'."-' uriures o fi.""-'i.L"“' |_|:'|.L"
agreement, inspect the vehi-
cle, and document its condi-
tion can save hours of frus-
tration and hundreds of
dollars later."

Before You Book

Many people focus solely
on the advertised daily rate
“'l.'ll.'['l. [l !'['II.E'!i'Ir:i'I'IJ_' f{"l'llill. '|.'l."||.:i-
cles. Unfortunately, the low-
est advertised price may not
I{'[I{'E:1 1|'||.' :il'.'1|].-i] [y 11 .'""lx]mji-
tional charges for airport
pickups, extra drivers, rtoll
lT:l]!n.wl‘HIh.]L'l’.‘-, fuel apricns,
msurance  products,  and
mileage limirations can
significantly the
final bill.

Before making a reserva-
I:'i‘i'l'l'll I.'i'l'II.'I]'liI.T{‘ .‘il.""-'{‘rill rend i'll
companies and review the
complete pricing breakdown,
R{‘.’hl ||:'|.L" Tl'['lt.-i] ilgft‘t"]'l]{"l'll
carefully and make sure you
understand the company's
policies regarding  deposics,
fuel requirements, mileage
limits, cancellations, and late
reElurns.

increase

The Rains County Leader
tries o include a lietle bic of
everything in each issue, For
those who Enjoy finding
errors, we included some of
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

ADVERTISE
A B

It's alse

important o
COontact ELILER) insurance
providers and credit card
companies to  determine

whether rental vehicle cov-
erage is already included. In
some cases, purchasing addi-
rional coverage at the rental
cioranter ['l'l.;l.'!.' I RTAL |:"{‘ NECes-
sary,

At Vehicle Pickup

One of the most impor-
tant steps 15 thoroughly
inspecting the vehicle before
driving away. Walk around
the wvehicle and look for
dents, scratches, chipped
windshields, rire damage,
and interior issues.

Take clear photos or
video from multiple angles
and ensure any existing
damage is documented on
the rental agreement. These
records can help prevent
dispures if damage is discov-
|._‘]'|._'|J i1f[g‘T []'IL' vchi-;‘h: is
returned.

Review optional add-ons

carefully. GPS units, toll
programs, satellite radio

services, child safery searts,
and other extras can add
substantial costs to a rental
agreement.

During Your Rental

Keep copies of your rental
agreement and any receipts
related to the reneal. Tf an
accident or mechanical issue
oceurs, notify  the rental
company immediately and
follow their reporting proce-
dures,

If traveling through toll
roads, understand how toll
charges will be processed and
whether addivional adminis-
trative fees apply,

When Returning the
Vehicle

Before returning the vehi-
cle, review the fuel policy
and  refill the tank if
required.  Save  your  fuel

June 11,2026 B

receipt as proof of compli-
ance.

Take photos of the vehi-
cle’s condition when return-
ing it, especially if you are
using an after-hours drop-off
location. Documenting the
vehicle at the time of return
can provide valuable evi-
dence if questions arise later,

Finally, review your final
|'|'I'l'|::ljl'{‘ d'l'll.j e LoT ':,'1'I|IT
credit card statement for
unexpected charpes. If you
believe a charge is incorrect,
contact the rental company
prompely  and  maintain
copies of all correspondence.

A little preparation can go
a long way roward ensuring
vour next  vehicle renral
experience is smooth, afford-
able, and stress-free.

For more information

Booking a vacarion? Visit
BBB's Travel H) for tips on
all things travel. Warch our
for airfare scams and other
travel cons. Also, wartch out
for scammers posting fake
customer support numbers
online,

If you've been the victim
of a similar scam, report it to
BBEB Scam Tracker. Your
first-hand  experience can
help others recognize scam-
mers’ tactics before it's too
Lil,l.'.

Sign up for Scam Alerts

Read more aboutr BBB
Accreditation Standards and
BBE Standards for Trust.

About BBB: BEB is a nonprofir,

business-supported

oTEAniz
that sets and uphaolds high standards
for  fair  and  honest  business
hehavier. Most BBB  services o
consumers are free of charge, BRB
provides ohjecrive advice, free BRB
H'.I‘-'II'.I'."« Pn."ll‘ll."- O more |E'|:|.|'| :f;
million companics, 11000 charity
PeViEWs, .|L:3"||':r |:1'.N|I}I.|I|.1|I|. sEfVICes,

(1Rl

alerts and educational information
on  topics affecting  markerplace
rrust.  Wisic  bhbosg  dos
information. BBB Servine Central
East Texas was founded in 1985 and
serves 19 counties.

more

WHEN MONEY STAYS IN
: OUR COMMUNITY
YOUR LOCAL TAX DOLLARS SUPPORT:

POLICE & FIRE DEPARTMENTS

/ ) AMD KEEPS US ALL WORKING.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

LET'S WEEP OUR DCONOMY GROWING.

STREETS & PARKS
L other diy services

CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS

COﬁH FF{NT
s
" David Lemons T

Owner

Over 30 Years Experience

Chainlink « Welded Pipe
Farm & Ranch « Wood
Ornamental Iron
Wood & Metal Awnings
Carports * Dacks
Metal Buildings

Free Estimates

903-447-2093
FLone Oak

TAWAKONI FENCE

|
~
e

DIREGLON

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

DRIVEWAYS
.w HOUSE PADS -
- CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS

LPD SYSTEMS ﬁ

AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

Over 20 Years' Experience

4450 FM 515, Emory,, TX 75440 Installer's License 1 & License 2

EE

ED EMIG
President

gchS &

TRIPLE E ELECTRIC | %/

P.0 BOX 4656 EMORY, TEXAS 75440

(903) 473-2915
FAX (903) 473-2027

Email: edemig@hotmail.com

OUTDOD k

LIVING SPACES ..c

(903) 473-3899

‘.‘"Pluﬂﬁ

& -
@rvic

rmp 38867 903-513-0063

REMEMBER GOOD THINGS
HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

’F .
% * New Construction
= * Repairs

* Remodel

¢? Jonathan Christian

jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

BUILDING SUPPLY

N
m
=

L S

This space
just $30.00
per month!

1903-438-6603

DaD Dozer

Ponds & Lakes
Land Clearing
Dirt & rock hauling
Driveways
House Pads

0

> Gutter
(':I\ Helmet

NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN

Randy Sain, Owner + Handles the heaviest + Eliminates clogged gutters
: : : wind and rain + Lifetime Guarantee
A i * Custom Car Ports g ; ‘ : & M .
. g?:\[:::tﬂukﬁ  Paiio Cinss ; gt,d]:t:.:-}f:um_n . Hah.s praru@nt mﬂ'll_i, rot . mee_ﬁﬁinnauy installed
o * Dutdoor Kitchen el and insect infestation

J0+YEARS EXPERIENCE IN HOME IMPROVEMENT

(903) 763-5053

email: gutterhelmer3 7@ ymail com
www.adecksandontdoorlivingspaces com
www.facebook.com/decksandoutdoorlivingspaces

1067 Hwy. 37 Bidg B @"Iﬁuﬂﬂl o

Cluitman, T)( 75783 MEVER CLERM FOUR SLTTERS AN

10% senior discount

Building Supply

Downtown Alba

Lumber and
Building Materials

5% Veteran discount

Decks & Outdoor Living Spaces
1067 Hwy. 37 » Quitman, Texas

email: gutterhelmet37@ ymail com
www. facebook. com/decksandoutdoorivingspaces

903-763-5053 » www.decksandoutdoorlivingspaces.com

803-765-2770 or 2773
Fax 803-765-8045
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Vacation Bible Schools underway

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Staff and volunteers greet children and their parents for VBS early Wednesday moming,
June 10, at Emory Baptist Church. The conclusion of the school year marks the beginning
of summer and Vacation Bible Schools throughout the area,

Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle

NU servant can serve Dwio ||'|:|31'|,|."f3'\-| 1-”T
either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and
money,

Like 16:13

Sunaday’s sermon from the Gospel of Luke
was titled “Your Money or Your Life!”

Jesus rold the crowd a parable about a
dishonest manager.

A rich man discovered his manager was
wasting his wealth and asked for an
:ll.'l.:‘:'l'll.]il_i.lij_".

The manager met with those who owed
his master money and lowered their debt so
when he was fired they would welcome him
into their homes. The master commended
him for thinking about his furure.

The manager represents unbelievers who
invest their resources in the world. Believers

need o think abour eterniry and invest their
resources in things thar will last. Make Jesus
your master instead of money,

Wednesdays ar 6:00 pon. — Adult
Summer Bible Study meets in Room 101 o
study Delightmg in God's Word, a look at
Psalm 119,

O Monday, June 15, fifteen adules and
students leave for Fort Smith, Arkansas
where they will parricipate in a World
Changers mission project.

July 20-22, Family VBS where dad and
mot join their kids to worship and have fun
topether.

July 28-30, Preteen Camp (Grades third-
fitth), Timberline Baptist Encampment in
Lindale, $115 per student.

The Asking for a Friend Podeast aired
“Worldly Saints Conference 2026: Session 1
with Stephen Yuille™ on May 26, Find the
link at wasw. bbcemory.org,

Emory Methodist Church

By Muary White
All the believers were one in heart and
mind. Mo one claimed that any of his
possessions was his own, but they shared
everything they had.
Acts 4:32
Rev., David Banks' message was titled
“The Promise in Practice: Mo Needy Among
Them™ with scriprure rexe taken from Acts.,
Luke says there was not a needy person
among them. They shared what they had.
They made room for one another's burdens.
At the Lord's Table, we remember again that
grace was never meant to be hoarded.
Last week we had our Global Methodisi
Church Annual Conference. The phrase of
the day “Don't be a ‘come and see' church

but be a 'go and tell' church.”

Share Jesus with others!

On Saturday we had a celebration of life
together for Bill and Donna Harder. Rev,
David Diller led the service.

Suminet camp started on Monday, June 8§
at Lakeview. Next week Vacarion Bible
School will be Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.
o noon each day. Come and join us,

O communidon offering this month is for
Rains County Good Samaritans.

Birthday wishes po to Dawn Woods. Pray
for Russell Riddle, Nan Owen and Kenneth
Meinast.

HH'-"L" A H".".“ W'L‘L‘E. ﬁ:l‘\'l." SANeOnE a Z‘\-l'lile"
and remember be kind.

Rains County Leader

Obituaries

Deborah Kay Briggs English

1949 -

Dichorah Kay Briggs English,
76, of Lone Oak, died on June 3,
2026, ar her daughters home in
Wills Poine. She was born on
September 11, 1949, in Tyler o
Raymond Ray Briges and Marjorie
Rue Sherwood Briges.

Mrs. English was a graduate of
Rains High School and a member
of First Baptist Church in Alba.
She spent most of her life in the
Alba area before moving 1o Lone Oak 20
VEATS Ago,

She enjoyed attending MASCAR races,
especially when her favorite driver, Jeff
Gordon, was competing. She was an avid fan
of professional bull riding (PBR) and loved

watching her favorite relevision series,

2026
Divweniton Abbey.

Mors. English is survived by her
twor daughters, Robin Campbell of
Wills Point and Amy Heddin of
Alba; sister, Katherine Fansler
and hushand Dale; nieces and
nephews, Morgan Langston, Kory
Briggs, Heather Leach, Devin
Fansler and Zachary Fansler;
grandchildren, Marlan Campbell,
Jamie Heddin and Jordan Camp-
bell: great-grandchildren, Natalee, Aiden,
Journey, Kacelyn, Zayn and Remi; and
numerous other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents;
hushand, Roger English; brother, Kenny
Briges; an infant daughter; and son-in-law,
Wesley Foster.

SAVVY SENIORS

How to Use Al Safely

and

Protect Yourself from Scams

Drear Savey Senior,
I keep hearing abour Al in
the news and how it's being

used in
scams,  ['m
nat very tech
savey  and

find @t com-
fuesing. What
should I
know o pro-
tect myself?

JIM MILLER

Sy Senvior

—Cerneticrnes
Sentor

Diear Cautious,

You're not alone. Many
older adults are asking the
same  question.  Artificial
intelligence, or Al is becom-
ing part of everyday life, from
smartphones  and  internet
searches  to hanking  and
customer service. [t's also
making scams more convine-
ing and harder to spot, which
is why a basic understanding
helps. The good news is you
don’t need o be a tech
expert to use Al safely and
with confidence.

Know the basics

Al iz technology that can
create and analyze informa-
tion  in ways that seem
human. It can write emails,
Aanswer L|lJ|."!'i[il.|t'L!~. TECOIT-
mend  products,  generate
images and  even mimic
voices. While this can be
helpful, it alse means things
you see or hear online may
not always be accurate, If
something seems unusual or
ton good to be true, take a
closer look.

Use it wisely

A good way to get com-
fortable with Al is to start
small. Many  smartphones
include woice assistants like
Siri or Google Assistant that
can set reminders, check the
weather or answer questions.
You can alqo wy wols like

ChatGPT  or Claude 1o
explain a news story, suggest
recipes or help draft a mes-
sape,

Al can also be useful for
everyday tasks like compar-
ing products, planning trips
or organizing a to-do list
Think of it as a helpful
assistant, not a decision-
maker.

Eeep in mind that Al isn't
perfect. It can give answers
that sound confident but
may be outdated ar incor-
rect. For important matters
like your health, finances or
legal issues, always double-
check with a rrusted source
such as your doctor, bank or
a government website,

Watch for scams

Scammers are using Al o
make their schemes more
convincing. You may receive
an email that appears to be
from your bank or Medicare
or a phone call thar sounds
like a family member. Be
especially wary of urgent
n‘l.eh.‘ﬂ‘lk:':‘ﬁ I.']L‘!I ['frl_".\.'ﬂl]f Wikl
te act quickly or warn that
your account will be closed.

Protect vourself

The most important habit
for avoiding scams is to slow
down. If you receive a
suspicious call, text or email,
stop and assess the message.
Don't click links, download
attachments or respond right
away. Instead, contact the
company or petson directly
using a phone number or
wehsite vou trust — not the
one provided in the messape,

Scammers now use Al o
mimic voices and  write
convincing messages. Even if
something sounds like it's
from a family member, friend
U COHnpany, verify it another
way before taking action.

Never share sensitive
information like your Social

Security  number,  bank
details or passwords unless
vou initiated the contact and
rrust the source. Banks and
pOveTTIment agencics,
including  Medicare  and
Social Securiry, will not ask
for this information by phone
or email. Urgent requests for
payment by pift card, wire
transfer or cryptocurrency
are also red flags.

For added protection, use
two-factor  authentication,
and keep your devices
updated. You can  even
consider call-blocking  ser-
vices from your mobile ser-
vice provider.

If something doesn't look
right, take time to check it or
ask a trusted friend or family
member before responding.

Keep learning

Technology is  always
changing, but there are ways
to  stay informed. Many
libraties and senior centers
offer free classes on digital
skills  and  online  safety.
Trusted  resources  like
AARPs Fraud Warch Net-
work (aarp.org/fraudwatch)
and the Federal Trade Com-
mission  (comswemer.fie.gov)
also provide up-to-date scam
alerts and protection tips. In
addition,  internet  and
mobile provider Cox Mobile
(enocomymobilesafery)  offers
a library of research, tips and
online safety tools to keep
vou informed and secure
omline.

Al may seem complicated
ar first, bur a lictle awareness
poes a long way. By staying
cautious and building a few
start habics, you can protect
vourself and make this tech-
nology work for you,

.‘-..-I.'l'ul '}'i'll: Senlor I.|||.|.'.\|1||||.'| T
Savwy  Sendor, PO Box 3445,
Marman, O 73070, oF  wisin

Jim  Miller &
contriburer o the NBC Today show
and auwthor of *The Savvy Sendog”

bk,

Sy senior.ong.

VISIT US ONLINE AT: WWW,RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

Church
Directory

EN©RY

METHODISTCHURCH
We All Maffer To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St
One Block from the Sguare

Sunday School 5:30 a.m.
Waorship Time 10:30 a.m

B03-473-2411 » EmaryMC org

MIRACLE FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH

{Independent)
820 SH 276 = Emory

Sunday Schonl EHIER R
Warship Service 1004} 2.m.
Wed. Night Yonth 530 pom.
Wed. Night Serviee  6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns IT
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......%:45 a.m.
Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.
“Reaching Ot Becanse We Care™

Pastor Keith Prather
wine pilgriesresthapiisichurchorg

Point
Church of
Christ
Bible Classes D00 ..
Worship Service 000 am.
Evening Worship Ge(M pm
Wed. Eve. Service 7 pam

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www pointchurchofchnst.org

Chris Henderson=Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt- Minister of Youth & Education

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Morming Wed. Worship &:30pm
Small Groups g:15am (Adults, Youth, Children)
Maming Worship 10:30am Chair Practice 5:30pm
Evening Warship 6:30 pm

Dr. Jason R

wiwaw, bboamony.org

Jerad Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

olen - Pastor

903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory
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Clarks Chapel Church of God

Our Mission and Vision is to help connect people toJesus

6345 FM-47 Point TX
http://clarkschapelcog.org/
|© hittp://www.facebook.com/ clarkschapelcogemorytx
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o CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

The Rains County
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes  store
will be open Saturdays
in June fram 8 am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open  Mon.-Wed,, 8
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-d4 pm. Open 8 am
- neon on Thurs

Class

RDHR.&L REPAIR
Welding, machining —
all  metals. Tractor
repair & Equipment
upgrades, mechanical,
electrical, broken
bolts, etc. Small jabs
are welcome! 203-
474-08599, 430-306
4165, Emory, TX,

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse  our
splection of RV Farls
and Accessories. Hwy.
B3N in Emory. 203-
473-278E.

wide

YARD SALES

Meighborhood Garage
Sale, Cedar Creak
Estates, off CR 1530
and Hwy, 276, 8am -
3pm, June 12 & 13,

RENT)/

LEASE

Rental homes available
in Emary. $1,350/mth
& $1.200/mth. Call
S03-474-4007,

Emory Self Storage,
Hwy., 895, 410 E.
Lennon. Mow offering

climate-controlled
units. 903-474-91 50,
S903-348-5459.

MCKENZIE LAKE
WORKS Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001, Stealmetal
bldgs., & home remod-
eling. WAL MEken
Zielakeworks.com. 903
269-6173.

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on =ite. Hwy.
BIM in Emary, 303-

473-8788.

CODE0OM AND S0MS
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry  and  maore.
903-259-8541. For
plumbing needs call
Scott Trieb 903-474
4129

itied

5:00 P.M. TUESDAY

| CONSTRUCTION _ m PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

GAG GRAVEL. All
types of gravel,

chipped asphalt, avail-
abla far spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett
G03-268-6910,

LAWNLANDSCAPEMOWING

SMITH'S
LAWN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly ratas,
903-521-8506, free

estimates

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten

Lawn maintanance,
sodding, landscaping,

tree trimming &
rermaval, retaining
walls, irrigation sys-
tems, LI 0019094

903-473-8706, 903-
474.4402.

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE.  www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured,
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize
in high risk remowvals,
Trimming, Remowals,
Stumps.

HOOTEN'S LAWN
TREE SERVICE, LLC.
Tree trimiming‘re-
moval. Credit cards,
insured, L1001 9054,
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402,

HELP WANTED

RAINS I1SD MNEEDS:
Custodian/Custodian
Substitutes, Bus
Drivers/Substitutes,
Food Service Employ-
ee/Substitutes, Child
Development Center
Employese/Substitutes.
Salary based on expe-
rience. $320/month of
full-time employee
health coverage paid.
Apply on-line at hitps:/

Swww.rainsisd.arg

Egjual Employmant
Opportunity.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
office located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is
available to the property in

question.

BUYIT!

SELLIT!

FINDIT!

Visit us online lN THE CLASS'HEDS!
rainscountyleader.com For information, call 903-473-2653
SUDOKU
SOLUTION

319(8l4|711]6(5|2

615[118/213]19(4]|7

41712151619]3(8]1

216]71319]5]8][114

514[9121118]7(6]|3

1811(316141712(915] OFFICE : 903-473-5150
712|6]9]5/4]1(3|8 109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emory
113(5]7(8|6]4(2|9 FIRM NO: 10194233
9|8[4111312]15(716

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

Visit www.cbtx.com for
all your banking needs

:||| Toby Boatman
EEE GARAGE

903-473-2653
ads@rainscountyleader.com

Monthly Business Directories:
* Health & Beauty

» Construction

» Service & Repair

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Rains County Commissioners Court will be ac-
cepting SEALED BIDS for the period of July 1, 2026
through June 30, 2027. The bids are due by 4:30
p.m. June 22, 20286, in the Rains County Judge's of
Brent Hilliard, 167 E. Quitman St. Suite 102, Emory,
TX 75440. The bids will be opened by the Commis-
sioners Court meeting at 10:00 a.m. June 25, 2026
for the following:

1. Fuel and oil

2. Road Oil meeting TxDOT specifications — deliv-
ered and FOB at plant.

3. Plastic/Corrugated Culvert Pipes

4. Plant Mix Oil Sand 100% AC 1.5 equivalent - de-
livered and FOB at plant

5. Flex Base meeting TxDOT specifications - FOB
at plant

6. Hauling to Yards and Roads

7. Crushed Concrete — FOB at plant

8. Emulsion for Chip Seal (CRS 2P)

9. Chip seal Rock Grade 4 or Type “D"

10. Tree and Debris removal

All these bid items for material must meet TxDOT
specifications for construction and maintenance of
highways, streets and bridges.

Rains County reserves the right to sample and test,
by independent laboratory any and all loads deliv-
ered.

The vendor or contractor will be required to replace
at his expense any product or material which
proves defective within (6) months following appli-
cation.

Rains County reserves the right to reject material
delivered not in compliance with specifications at
bidder’s expense.

Bid specifications available at the Rains County
Road and Bridge Department 1293 S. State Highway
19, Emory, TX 75440. Phone (903)473-5099 M-F
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER
SUPPLY CORP.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
guestion.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

CITY OF EMORY WATER
SYSTEM

The City of Emory understands
that property is sometimes sold
with the representation that
water is available to the
property from the City of Emory
water system. Such is not
always the case, and the City of
Emory urges any prospective
buyer to verify with the City of
Emory at 399 MNorth Texas
Street, or call 903-473-2465
that water is in fact available at
the particular tract in question.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

EAST TAWAKONI
WATER SYSTEM

The City of East Tawakoni
understands that property is
sometimes sold with the
representation that water is
available to the property from
the City of East Tawakoni water
system. Such is not always the
case, and the City of East
Tawakoni urges any prospective
buyer to verify with the City of
East Tawakoni at 288 Briggs
Blvd., East Tawakoni, Texas, or
call 903-447-2444 that water is
in fact available at the particular
tract in question.

Don't drive under the

DISCOUNTAUTOISUEELY

595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440

2 903-473-2950
903-473-3657

FOREIGN
TRANSMISSIDN

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls « Clutches « Sealed Jobs « Filter & Fluid Changes

(IR 201 . Wi, Cuian +303-356-4900 * M1 &1 530 [

* Food . -
EEE DOORS | |- Aviculure influence of your phone.
Residential * Elc.
Commercial Our Business Directories
Sﬂ"ft ;]ls;i‘;;:fe run once a month each and
903-348-6170]| |are less expensive than our
D03-438-1970 weekly ads.
Y L.L. Spencer Real Estate
& D PARTS ff PLus “Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959
L4 AR e ——

Don R. Spencer (owner/Broker)

903-473-2225

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535

LLSpencerRealEstate.com

Aq Services DIRECTORY

Proudly supporting our
farmers & ranchers

i » ™
7 HOOTEN'S &
HﬂRDwﬂRE LLC FEED STORE 5 ;
Hwy. 69 N. * Emory » 903-473-8788 O Pt You break it, we fix it!
We carry a full line of Hardware, Lumber, Metal Blending & Spreading Welding & Machining SAASS ‘1"
Building Materials, Pipe, Steel, FarmEquipment, Cattle Farm & Ranch Supplies cast « stainless » copper . I T i
Equipment & Tractor Supplies. Tack = Vet Supplies aluminum « steel = brass
Seed » Plants = Feed %

East Texas' Foremost Trailer Manufacturer

Supplying Customers With
Quality Trailers at Affordable Prices!

Phone 903-473-2165 5955 N. State Hwy. 19
Fax 903-473-4488 Emory, Texas 75440

www.longhorntrailers.com

We also offer Custom Welding
and Manufacturing

Hours: 7 a.m.- 5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
7 a.m.- 3 p.m., Sat. - Closed Sun.
www.hootensteel.com

SCAG wecwo <> sTIHL

Hardware = Bird Feeders
Ariat = Wrangler = Justin
Purses & Jewelry
Montana Silversmith
John Deere Toys
Outdoor Furniture

Hwy. 69 & 19 = Emory
903-473-2249

Tractor & Equirment
mechanical = electrical
oil leaks » broken bolts

Small jobs are welcome!

903-474-0899
430-306-4165
3549 5. FM 779, Emory, TX
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LUKE CLAYTON

The summer crappie bite is on

Cedar Creek Lake guide Chris Webb with two of many crappie landed this past week,
Crappie are cn a very dependable summer bite, holding tight to submerged structure but
the bite is soft and proper technigque is key to getting the hook set.

This past week, Cedar
Creek guide Chris Webb, Jeff
Rice and [ met at the boat
ramp just as the sun was
beginning to
light up the
eastern sky.
Char goal was
to film a seg-
ment of our

weekly TV
show, “A
Sportsmans
Life,” and

glean information on catch-
ing summer crappie to share
with you here. Our plan was
b get in on a very depend-
able early moming bite and
then zet off the water before
the Texas sun got too high
overhead, and this we did.
Let me tell you all about how
we boated a cooler full of
nice size crappie that were
on a dependable bite that
Chris  expects to  hold
throughout the summer.

O the phone the evening
before, Chris said with confi-
dence that we should have
no trouble catching a nice
box of crappie during the
first few hours of daylight.
“We should have our fish
caught and be heading to the
dock by nine,” said Chris,
“We will be in the shade
cleaning fish before the
temperature begins to soar.

Repardless of the lake one
fishes, crappie patterns
remain much the same,
Dring the spring, there is
the shallow water bite that
everyone gets excited about,
Granted, it is preat fun
catching shallow water fish
under a floater, but as every
crappie angler knows, catch-
ing is often feast or famine
especially during early spring
when fish are moving in and
out of the shallows. Once the
spawners lock down in shal-
low water to procreate, fish-
ing can be very dependable.
This past spring [ joined
Chiris for some shallow water
creck fishing on a feeder
creck above Cedar Creek
and catching was about as
pood as it pets. Once the fish
transition from shallow to
deep, usually arcund the end
of May, fishing becomes as
dependable as the Polar Star.

The trick now is fishing
brush piles or lay down logs
in water fifteen to twenty
feet deep and the bite is
usually best within a couple
feet of bottom. This heavy
cover attracts all sorts of
baitfish and crappie move in
for easy picking, Bridge col-
umns can also be productive,
The algae on the columns
attraces the bait and you will
find crappie where their food
source is most plentiful,

Char first spot to fish was a
big, submerged tree with
plenty of fish-attracting
limbs in water 17 feet deep.

The tree marked clearly on
the forward-facing sonar.
There was a cloud of baitfish,
probably shad, all around the
limbs and below the bairt,
The screen plotted several
bigger inverted V's. These,
Chris pointed out, were the
barndoor crappie we were
targeting, all were very close
ko bottom.

Technique is very impor-
tant in summertime crappie
fishing. We were using
medium action spinning rods
with very sensitive tips, gold
crappie hooks and live min-
NOWS.

“If vou wait for a definitive
“strike,” you won't carch a
single fish, These fish will
simply suck the bait in. You
might feel a very pentle tug
but more than likely, there
will just be a heavy feel as the
fish grabs the bait and loads
up your line. It's important
to keep in constant contact
with your bait, even on the
fall. If your line goes slack,
lift up quickly and set the
hook,” instructed our guide
as we lowered our baits to
hottom.

This  finesse  fishing
requires a bit of getring used
to but once you leamn to set
the hook when anything
feels different or when the
line goes slack, vou are well
on your way to becoming a
finesse fisherman! I'll be the
first to admit, I am much
mere  experienced in A
catfish hammering my bait
hard or the ‘'thump' of a
white bass as he nails my slab
on a hot summer day. But, |
soon adjusted to the soft bite
and began getting the hook
set, My buddy Jeff was quick
te pick up on the subtle
crappie bites and after about
thirty minutes of fishing, the
bottom  of the cooler was
filled with tasty crappie. It
was then time to take our
training wheels off! We were
fully trained, locked and
loaded and began hooking
crappie with regularity.

There is no way to deter-
mine what size crappie grabs
your minnow by the bite. |
had some undersize crappie
hit the bait harder than some
of the bigger slabs that 1
landed. The drill is to keep
the rod tip low, about a foot
up from the water and pop
the rod up hard the instant
you feel a bite or see your
line go slack. Mot just crap-
pie enjoy chowing down on a
lively minnow and we caught
several catfish and tasty
yellow bass, Our goal was a
couple of big fish fries and we
weren't the least bit opposed
te adding a few more fillets
to our skillets of crispy
crappie fillets.

Choosing the right tackle
is most important when
fishing these soft biting fish.

| would shy away from short
ultra-light rods. You need
the leverage of a lonper rod
to get that hook set on a long
upward swing. It's important
to use just enough weight o
keep your minnow somewhat
anchored in place rather
than allowing it to swim
around and tangle your line
in the heavy cover. The gold
Aberdeen hooks bend easily.
| don't remember us losing
one to the tangle of limbs
and brush below the boat
We did become snagged in
the cover occasionally but a
steady pull on the line was all
it took to pull the hook free.

Chris, like most every
puide I've fished with the
past couple years, uses a
forward facing sonar but
mostly as a way to pin point
fish. Granted, with this scate-
of-the-art sonar, it's possible
to put the bait right in front
of the fish's mouth bur 1
simply detest this type of
fishing. Catching fish in this
manner is much like playing
a video game and to be
honest, it takes away from
my concentration,

Oh, 1 have been taught
the concept of first seeing
the fish on sonar and then
watching my bait fall to just
above, but it seems the
millisecond  between me
watching the fish hit the bait
on the screen and then
reacting and setting the
hook always causes me to
lose more fish than [ catch. |
like the way Chris used the
advanced sonar to see the
fish and then advise as to
how deep to place baies. [ et
it. It's possible to target
individual fish when one
keeps plued to the screen,
but for me, it's much more
fun and productive to keep
an index finger under that
line just above the reel and
'feel' the bite,

Chiris expects this summer
pattern to continue until the
first cool fronts blow in,
usually in late September or
October. There will then be
a transition period as crappie
move from their summer
haunts in deep water to
mid-range depths  until
finally they move back to
deep water where the winter
hite is much like the summer
pattern. But for now, brush,
deep water and live minnows
are the ticket to a big cooler
of tasty crappie and oh yes, a
quick hook set, often on a
slack line!

Listen to Guide Chris
Webb talk crappie catching
on Luke's radio show/pod-
cast “Catfish Radio with
Luke Clayton and Friends.
Chris can be reached at
003-275-3253. Email Luke
through his website, wuaw.
catfishradio.org.

REMEMBER GOOD THINGS
HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

RAINS FISHING TEAM

Wildcats at state tournament

Rains County Leader

Contributed photo

Wildeat anglers Karson Wallace and Jason Wilsen wateh the weigh-in of their cateh at the
conclusion of the Texas High School Bass Assoc. State Championship at Lake Texoma on
May 30 and 31. Wallace and Wilson will be joined by the team of Daniel Alvarado and
Gunner Cook at the Angler of the Year Championship an June 27 at Lake Tyler.

How to Keep Young Athletes &
Active Kids Safe in Hot Weather

Children and
participating  in
athletics, including strength
and conditioning camps and
spotts-focused camps, are at
risk for heat illhess. It's
important for youngsters, as
well as their parents and
coaches supervising them, o
be aware of measures to
prevent heat illness. Risk
factors  for  heat  illness
include lack of fluid intake;
beitg overweight; poor phys-
ical conditioning; lack of

Lesetia Bers
sUmimmer

sleep;  and  wearing  tight
clothing, layers or dark
k‘l.l.}ljl'ig‘."-.

Hydration

Children and teens should
drink plenty of water. Water
is the best hydrating fluid.
Encourage children and
teens to drink milk with their
meals; an 8 oz, glass of milk
(cow's milk, soy milk) has
more sodium and potassium
than & oz. of sport drink.
Young athletes should avaid
caffeinated drinks  (soft
drinks, coffee, tea) that will
cause increased urine pro-
duction and water loss,
Guidelines for fluid replace-
ment for exercise are
follows:

Drink 16 to 20 oz. of fluid
four hours before exercise.

Drink 3 to 8 oz. every 15
to 20 minutes during exer-
cise,

as

Sports  drink  may  be
added il doing continuous
exercise for longer than 1
hor.

Looking at the color of
your utine is a very useful
way of check hydration. If
your uring is the color of
apple juice or darker, you are
dehydrated  and need to
drink more.

Overweight and poor
physical conditioning

Children and teens who
are overweight or not in
pood shape need to be extra
careful about exercising in
the heat. They should gradu-
ally increase their outdeor
activity until they are com-
fortable doing exercise in the
heat. This may take two to
three weeks. Overweight or
out of shape youngsters may
want to get used to exercis-
ing in the early moming or
evening before they exercise
during the hotter parts of the
day.

Sleep

This is something thart is
rarely discussed when ralking
abour avoiding heat illness,
but is very important. Lack
of adequate sleep, or being
chronically tired, lowers the
body's ability tw olerate
exercise  in  the hear
Teenagers especially tend to
stay up late during the
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HOOTEN'S HARDWARE

HWY. 69 N. - 903-473-8788 - HOOTENSTEEL NET

summer months, However, if
they are involved in athletics
during the summer, it is very
important they get a mini-
mum of eight hours (younger
children nine to 10 hours) of
uninterrupted sleep in order
to decrease their chances of
heat illness.

Clothing

Young athletes exercising
in the heat should wear loose
fitting, light colored cloth-
ing. Loose clothing allows air
to circulate next to the skin,
Darker clothes absorb more
of the sun's heat. Leggings
and tight fitting shirts may
leok “cool,” but may actually
make it harder for the
athlete to stay cool.

Parents can help their
young athletes by reminding
them of all of the above, as
well as making sure they go
to practice or games with a
water bottle. Coaches should
allow athletes to get water
whenever they want, and
should schedule water breaks
every 15 minutes or sooner.

Athletes  should be
encouraged to tell someone
immediately if they begin
feeling bad in the heat. Early
symptoms  of heat illness

include headache, dizziness,
stomach ache, nausea, mus-
cle cramping and suddenly
feeling very tired or weak,

Commercial-grade engines

Multiple deck sizes available
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