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RAINS COUNTY

Court moves Agrilife, Willis announces plans for departure

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commis-
sioners Court met in regular
session Thursday, May 14, in
the Rains County Courthouse,
Among the topics of discussion
were the relocation of the Rains
County  Agrilife  Extension
Agency. Before concluding the
meeting, Rains County Com-
missioner of Precinct 2, Mike

Willis, informed the court of his
planned departure from the
COUIT.

During the discussion of re-
locating the Agrilife office the
commissioners noted that the
current building, which is lo-
cated at 410 Tawakoni Drive,
in desperate need of repair, and
that there is a vacant building
located at 201 Doris Briges
Pkwy. The building formerly
housed the Court Appointed

Special Advocates (CASA) for
local cases.

A motion was made to move
the Agrilife office into the va-
cant building and was unani-
mously approved. Assessments
will be made to the building to
house the department.

The court considered the re-
quest of the Women's Service
Club to use the Historical Park
for the annual Poppers in the
Park event on July 4. The club

stated that they had insurance
for the event and the insurance
did not require a licensed py-
rotechnician to set off the fire-
works display.

The item had been rtabled
during the last meeting in order
to find a better insurance rate.
The use of the park was unani-
mously approved with proper
insurance.

At the end of the meeting,
Commissioner  Mike  Willis

stated that he had submitted
his  resignation to Judge
Hilliard. It would not be effec-
tive until June 18. Willis said he
will continue to serve on the
court until his predecessor is
determined by the May 26 Pri-
mary Runoff election.

The runoff election in the
Republican primary has Eric
Christian and Jim Jones vying

see COURT on page 2

Walking throug

h the future

Leader phota by CHUCK FITTS

Members of the Class of 2026 receives congratulations from members of the Class of 2036 as they walk
through the halls of the Rains Elementary building during the Senior Walk on May 12. Commencemaent
ceremanies for this year's graduating seniors is scheduled for Friday, May 29.

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT No. 1
ESD board reviews grants, finances

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Emer-
gency Services [istrict board
held their regular meeting on
Monday, May 15, and re-
viewed the status of grants,
preliminary  numbers  from
Rains County Appraisal Dis-
trict (RCAD) and the 2024-
2025 audir.

During the meeting, the

board was updated on the sta-
tus of grants regarding the new
radio system and the purchase
of bunker gear,

The purchase of new radios
for the county fire departments
will be partially paid for by
prants; however, financing was
needed to cover the remaining
balance of the purchase. The
board was presented with a fi-
nance plan from Motorola, the
radio builder, but were waiting

on a financial p|1111 from a local
bank., As soon as the best fi-
nancing deal for the ESD is de-
termined, the radios will be or-
dered.

Representatives  from  the
East Tawakoni VFD stated a
check was needed to pay for
the new bunker gear for the
department. The expended
funds will be reimbursed by a

see ESD on page 3

ELECTION 2026

Early voting ends Fri., Primary
runoff election on Tue.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Early voting is underway for
the May 26 primary runoff
election with 285 Rains
County residents casting a bal-
lot as of press time.

Early voting continues in
the Rains County Election of-
fice at the Rains County
Courthouse Annex during reg-
ular business hours of 8:00 a.m
to 5:00 p.m. through Friday,
May 12.

The only local race in the
runoff is for Precinct I on the
Rains County Commissioners
Court on the Republican bal-
lot. Jim Jones and Eric Chris-
tian are running to fill the seat
of long time commissioner,

Mike Willis. Willis chose not

to run for re-election to the
seal.

Only voting precinets 203 &
204 will vote in that race to
choose their next county com-
missionet, as the winner of the
runoff will run unopposed in
the November election.

All other voters casting a
ballot in the Republican runoff
election will choose a candi-
date for the U.S. Senate be-
tween Ken Paxton and incum-
bent John Cornyn, Texas At-
torney General candidate Chip
Roy or Mayes Middleton,
Texas Railroad Commissioner
candidate Jim Wright or Bo
French and the candidate for
the judge to sit in Place 3 on
the Texas Court of Criminal

see ELECTION on page 2

EMORY

Council hears citizens’
comments in monthly meeting

By STAFF REPORTS

The Emory City Council
met in regular session on Tues-
day evening, May 12. During
the meeting, the council wit-
nessed a new police officer
sworn in, approved a code-en-
forcement contract and an ad-
ditional patrol position, and
listened to resident concerns
about parking, city-employee
conduct, and drainage.

Officer Christopher Douglas
took the oath of office as a po-
lice officer for the city of
Emory. Emory Police Chief
Cameron Demps administered
the oath.

During  public  comments,
Ray Daugherty told the coun-
cil that the city offices and the
courthouse square lacked suffi-
cient compliant  handicap

parking spaces, citing the
Americans  with  Disabilities
Act. Daugherty then alleged
he was verbally abused by a city
employee during Founders Day
and urged better conduct by
staff at official events. He con-
cluded his remarks by referring
to the ecity's permitting for sell-
ing watermelons  along  the
roadside, saying he would sell
tegardless of a permit, but
would prefer clear require-
ments to comply.

David Perkins followed with
a presentation for the Sister
City program. Perkins noted
that Emory is a top-three can-
didate for a partnership with a
Polish city and highlighted po-
tential benefits for cultural ex-
change, trade missions, and ed-

see EMORY on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Mikayla Newsom office manager at Rains County Abstract & Title Co.

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Mikayla Newsom started working at
Rains County Abstract & Title Co,
when she was 19 years old, married and
a new mother, She worked hard, took
continuing courses and found out re-
cently (at age 26) that she had been
promoted to the position of office man-
ager. Staff members working with her
considered this an important move for
Mewsom and suggested to the Rains
Counrty Leader that this promotion
would be a good subject for a Spotlight
article.

Mewsom said that she mostly han-
dles real estate closings in the ttle side
of the business, attends to walk in cus-
tomers and oversees the daily opera-

tion from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Sometimes she
comes in at the weekend when clients
have trouble meeting with her during
regular working hours,

“Our office is fairly small with six
people,” said Newsom. "l work on the
Title side and there is another side
which houses the attorney. I love my
ji}IZ'-. One of my faverite things is when
we close for people moving from out of
state to the local area and T am the first
person they meet. We form friendships
and | help guide them to other local
businesses that can help them as they
settle into a new home,

When Newsom was in high school,
she interned during summers at the
Grant and Flanery Law Firm in Tyler,
shadowing employees, making phone

calls and running errands. She thought
that she would eventually like to have
a career in the lcgul field, but becoming
a mother changed her plans.

She graduated from Alba-Golden
High School, and her hushand, Kyle,
graduated from Rains High School. He
is an electrical lineman that she met
through mutual friends and sports, and
they dated from the time they were
freshmen in their respective high
schools. She played volleyball and was
a varsity cheerleader while Kyle played
baseball at Rains 15D,

The couple have three sons. The
two oldest are in second grade and
kindergarten at Rains [SD, and the
youngest is three years old. The kids

see SPOTLIGHT on page 3
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
P, open meetings

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6756 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m,,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
. Housten 5t., Edgewsod, 903-
B%6-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
ath Man., 5:15 p.m., 215 N.
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Sawrday
7-00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DAMNCE - Mon., 7-00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 15t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,
10000 a.m-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fi 514, Emory, 903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs, 1130 a.m., wiww.
lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Ind Tues,, 1-3
p.m. 2483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
TX. Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

mmunity outt
m-ﬂ.gmti_o ne

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. &9

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Man.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Centar

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
1st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, 303-2659-
B4

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each month
%:00 a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUE -

15t Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon,, &:00 pm.,
Jan., Mar,, May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr, June, dug., Oct,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GEMEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Canter,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
~July 31 & Oct. 30, &30 p.m.,
Roma Restaurant, 2450 FM 47

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a.m.-noon,
03-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
& Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 or
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jnd Tues., 7:00 p.m,,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues, 6:45 pm,,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rrains Tax Office a1 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dth Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 p.m,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

Jrd Monday, 6:30 pm,,
Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tiees, and Thurs,, 8:00 a,m, -
5:00 p.m, 110 E Marth St
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 303-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Opan Mon -Fri. 7 am-4 p.m,
903-473-5009 or 5098
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NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Ramns County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
|:1i." li:li‘l‘l'l }'i-"ll'l'l'I\Li'!"-T]!llT'i\_[:l'!.'
in the building behind the
public library on Hwy, 69 in
]:.ll'll.}r':.'. HI.Hl]'h' Ei'-r Ml::l'l'l.'
Wed. are 8:00 a.m,-4:00
pom, closed noon-1:00 pan,
HLH.]FH' E(" T]'Ill'l':ix_l:i'!.' dare 3:{]':'
am.-noon, Thrift sales will
be open every Saturday in
M:T‘" :I-r(:ll'll. H:Gl} AL ITL~TRCHIT.
Funds zo to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

American Legion

Dinner Sat., May 23
Rabbk Brothers Memorial

American Legion Post #1536
will offer a dinner with
desserts and drinks on Satur-
day, May 23, from 4:00-7:00
pome at the Post home at 215
N, Duffy St in Emory.
Takeouts are offered. Pay-
ment is by doenation, which
poes towards the upkeep of
the home and for veterans'
proects.

Willow Springs
Annual Homecoming
May 24

The Willow Springs Church
Annual Homecoming will be

held on Sunday, May 24, If
yvou have a loved one at
Turmer Cemerery or Willow
Springs Cemetery, please at-
tend. The service will begin
at 1100 am. and will be fol-
lowed by a short business
meeting and potluck lunch.
Bring a dish for the lunch
and a chair. If you are unable
to attend, donations may be
sent to the Willow Springs
Association, PO, Box 474,
Emory, TX 75440, A work-
I.]il"|' 'r\-"il.l |:1|.' |'H.‘I.LJ 1 H;iluh.';l'l.',
May 16, in preparation for
the homecoming. Bring
gloves and cleaning supplies.

Pilgrim Rest
Cemetery Annual
Meeting June 6

The annual meeting of
the Pilgrim Rest Cemetery
Association will be held on
June 6 at 10:30 aan., in the
Pilgrims Rest Church sanc-
tuary. The meeting will be a
Memorial  service  with
encouraging words from a
speaker and a short business
meering will follow. Dona-
tions may be brought to the
meeting or mailed to: Pil-
grims Rest Cemerery Associ-
ation, ofo Savanna Chiis-
tian, PO Box 331, Emory,
TX 73440.

THE PUBLIC FORUM |

Tannerite Serves
No Useful Purpose

Dear Editor

| have yet to understand
why people desire to ignite
the concussive  explosion
from tannerite in the rural
areas of Rains County. [ have
no problem with loud erac-
tors, chamsaws and the
banging by skid steers. These
are farm and ranch machines
that have a purpose, and are
patt of ongoing maintenance
at my place. | even welcome
the target shooter who hones
his skill, and the hunter
enjoving  the scason. Bt
tannerite is shocking and
“t‘l]‘“.']'\"j”j_'. It SOUrs “'11;” Wis
to be an enjovable Sunday
afternoon working about the
place. It seems people who

explode tannerite do not
care about neighbors and the
}_'It':l“.‘r L'i'|]|.]1|'||.“'|i.1"|'.. I"'l‘l‘:ﬂl]:‘-L"
houses shake, animals hide
and what was to be quiet rest
gers shatrered. Bur tannerite
is legal and easy to buy, and
has no noise restrictions
outside the wowns in Rains
County.  Perhaps  Rains
County needs to enact an
ordinance that restricrs irs
use, But if vou're opposed o
this, vou'll rethink when the
glassware in your kitchen
rattles at the surprise of the
next big pop.

Marshall Collins
Point, Tx 75462

Saving for Retirement: Are
You Guessing or Planning?

How much do vou need to
save for retirement? Rather
than picking a number out of
thin air, $1
million  for
cxample,
find a num-
ber thar will
actually sup-
port the life-
style Yol
CTvISIon,

Begin by
HnAgining your -.];1i[1_.' TOTLIe:
Where are you living! Are
vou stll in your current
buorme? Will you rravel more,
or help family financially!
Once you wisualize it, you
can L‘?‘\1i.1['li||{‘ “'hill 1|:'|.il|
lifestyle will cost and start
building toward it.

Here are five tips 1o pel
the building started:

BRANDOM ROBERTS

Edusird L
Frumgrad Aivvsor

Ohne: Start saving as early
as you can. Even  small
amounts can grow  signifi-
cantly over decades.

Twe: Live below
means.

Three: Keep your debrt
under control and pay down
high interest debt that slows
Your progress.

Four: Tnvest consistently
and increase your saving
'l-'l-'l'll." Il YOUr INCome rises.

And  five: Look for

your

your

chances to boost
income, perhaps  through
new skills or side work,

The planning vou do
teday determines the retire-
ment you'll live tomorrow.

This content was provided by
E.{'.t'.l.l-.l |'.||'I'L'.\ for wse |"'. J*r:xmi:-u
Buobetrs, your Edward Jones financial
advisor in Emaory ar 903-473-1592,

Visit us online:
rainscountyleader.com

COURT

Continued from page 1

to replace Willis as County
Commissioner of Precinet 2,
The winner of the runoff will
run unopposed  in the
November 3 election,

During the meeting, the
cominissioners held @ public
hearing for comments on a
proposal o use grant funds
for an auromatic frone door
and new ramp at the Rains
County Library, With every-
e in agreement with the
plan, the public hearing was
closed.

Commissioners  approved
a motion for Rains County
Judge Brent Hilliard ro sign a
grant application for the
Dally Parton Imagination
Library to benefit the local
book program and the Texas
Indigent Defense Improve-
ment grant for improvement
of pedestrian walkways 1o
county  buildings.  Judge
Hilliard was authorized o
sign the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board Flood Man-
agement Evaluarion for the
L'l'lll'l'll,'!.'.

The court  appointed
Diana Waolfe to the Andrews
Center Advisory Board and
Commissioner Lori North-
cutt to the Texas Associa-

tion of Counties (TAC)
Health and Employee Bene-
fits Pool Board of Directors.

Commissiomers  discussed
the differences of county
employees being compen-
sated for overtime work with
comp time or overtime pay.
They ultimarely decided that
any changes would have o
be made during budget time.
Mo action was taken.

Mortheurt  stated  that
another bhidder had been
found thar mer state qualifi-
catioms for replacing  the
windows  in  the Rains
County Courthouse. The
item  concerning  replace-
ment of the windows was
tabled until the bid is
received.

The court approved the
Fains County Library's
Srrategic Plan for the future
and a resolution for the Road
Lse Apreement.

All commissioners were
present for the regular meet-
ing.

The next scheduled meer-
ing of the Rains County
Commissioners is Thursday,
May 28, at 10:00 am. in the
courtroom  of  the Rains
County Courthouse.

ELECTION

Continued from page 1
Appeals.

As for the Democratic
primary, voters will choose
candidare  Marcos  Tsaias
Velez or Vikki Goodwin to
run for Lieutenant Governor
aned candidare Nathan John-
son or Joe Jaworski to run for
Artorney General.

The primary runofl elec-
tion will take place on
Tuesday, May 26, at all eight
voting precinets in Rains
County from T:00 am. to
7:00 pm for registered vot-
Ers.

According to the voting
precinet indicated on your
voter 1D, Rains County
residents will be able o cast
a ballot at:

Voting precinet 101 in the
Rocky Point Community
Cenrer at 2134 Hwy. 19
South.

Vaoting precinet 102 in the
East Tawakoni City Hall at
288 Briges Blvd. in Easi

Tawakoni.

Vaoting precinet 203 in the
Bright Star Church Memao-
rial Hall ar 1399 RS CR
3430,

Voting precinet 204 in the
Rose Community Center al
109 Ravine St in Emaory,

Voting precinet 303 in the
Della Blanton  Memorial
Hall ar 200 RS CR 4370,

Voting precinet 306 in the
Emory YFD Fire Station an
1205 W. Lennen St in
Emory.

WVaoting precinet 407 in the
First Baptist Church of Point
at 985 Industrial Blvd. in
Foint.

Vaoting precinet 408 in the
First Baptist Church of Point
at 985 Induserial Blvd. in

Point,
All vorers will need o
E'lf\'..'.‘i{‘[” L1 I.Pf SEVEN

approved forms of photo [D
at the poll to cast a ballor in
the election.

EMORY

Continued from page 1

ucational opportunities.

During the presentation
Ml I‘Il] E'lil'ln'[]lk"‘l“ .it'll.l. ||:'|l."
financial report, Financial
Director Janice Nobles noted
l_'|-|'r' revenues were al ES.H
percent of the fiscal year and
on track, Mobles informed
1|'H." i‘:(:l'.l[l.l_'l] ||||i|'| i['l.?il.]ril.ll.ll'l."
claims were filed for hail
damage to vehicles and other
city property from the receni
SEOTITS.

Citing cost savings and
L|iffi|:ull1j' retaining a code-
enforcement  officer,  the
council approved a contract
“'i.1|'| ."1'|.|.I J&t]l]{"l'“.:il]ﬁ .[-)I.U_: rl.lr
code enforcement at $900 a
month for five hours per
week, with additional hours
billed at $40 per hour.

The council heard a
T{‘I'L]'II.L":"H fl.'(!'['ll. {_:11i.L'E I.-}{"ll'l |:1?- LE&]
authorize adding a full-time
patrol officer to the police
I.|L'EL§T:]|.]{‘1'I| rosster. H{‘ ]!l(:lh.'l.l.
that funding for the position
was expected to be available
itn 2027 and that the position
would help cover shift gaps
and enable 24/7 coverage,

.Jl E1rLP11L"]'|'§|' owner al zlﬁf_"
Airport Road told the coun-
cil that drainage from a new
subdivision and a concrere
road has caused erosion on
his land. He requested a
Llu:ll:'rit'-.l engineering review.

property owner, require the
developer to clean up dis-
E!lilL'l."I.J ]1i;i||:fii|l .i1'|i.] [Tilﬁ]'ll
and provide an update ar the
June meeting,

Because of legislarive
changes and guidance from
the attorney general's office,
future agendas with depart-
mental updates will be more
specific to  ensure trans-
E'!iI]'L'IH.':"' :Ilhl {tl”l'l['![iin'll_'l."
with the Texas Open Meet-
ings At

I[I. I.H:l'IL'r
council:

* unanimously approved
the minutes from the r'-"\prﬂ
14 meeting;

* unanimously approved
l]'l{‘ I\il"'1l'l‘|.‘1'|[ {1r1'l:i||..‘-:

* unanimously approved
a variance allowing fireworks
for the Women's Service
Club's “Poppers in the Park”
event

matters, the

M:l'!.'nr Earl Hill 11
presided over the meeting.
Council members Travis

P{'l|15'i| B]ilkl." {:L?HE"L’T .it'll.l.
Jacoh Roan were present for
the meeting. Lori Honeyeoutt
il.lil.l. ]:I[l]ﬁil.‘ H|{‘I:1]!{‘1'|5 were
absent

The next regular session
of the Enmr':. {:lly Council is
scheduled for Tuesday, June
9, at T:00 pan. in the council
I_'[I.il.]'lill""l.‘f At E]'I!l(!ll"!l' (:ll'!l Hill.].

[Publication Number USPS 454-560) City staff will meet with the

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku is lo complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each
number can only be usad once in aach row, once in each column, and oncs in
aach of tha 3x3 boxes. Visil www sudokuofihaday.com for furthar lips and halp
aboul how o play - and good luck!
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CITY GIRL

A Prayerful Nation

By Linda Brendle

May 7 was the 75th
annual National Day of
Frayer in the US. It was
observed in Rains County by
a small group of believers
who  joined
with several
local pastors
under  the
portice in
frome of
Emory Bap-
tist Church
to pray for
many needs
of our
county, our state, and our
nation. The day was marked
in our nation's capital by a
prayer ceremony in Statuary
Hall and a prayer gathering
at the White House among
other events.

On Sunday, May 17, an
even larger praver event was
leld on the National Mall in
Washingron, D.C. President
Trump proclaimed this day
as part of the 250th anniver-
sary  celebrations  of  our
nation and called it “Rededi-
cate 250: A National Jubilee
of Prayer, Praise & Thanks-
giving."  Worship  leader
Andy Frank opened the
program  with  this: “We
welcome  Jesus  into this
place!" Thousands of people,
many wearing patriofic col-
ors, gathered to share wor-
ship music and prayers and
o }lisnfn to speeches during
this ecight-hour rally, all of
which pointed toward reaf-
firming our country as “One
Mation Under God." Some
attendees sat, some stood,
some danced, many praised
with radsed hands, and all
listened mtently as speakers
took the stage.

Among those addressing
the crowd were top adminis-
tration officials, lawmakers,
and  prominent  Christian
leaders. The fact that many
of the messages were pre-
sented by prerecorded videos
didn't dampen the spirit of
the oceasion. Here are some
of the highlights:

President Trump read Il
Chronicles 7 urging Ameri-
cans to “humble themselves
and pray.”

Vice President WVance
declared we are “a nation of
praver," shaped by prayer
and by millions of Americans
who still believe in prayer
and a God who hears and
responds.

Secretary of State Rubio
in his address continued the
theme that we are a Chris-
tian nation.

Tulsi Gabbard, Director of
Mational Intellipence, urged
us to follow the example of
our nation's founders whao
praved for God's mercy
before declaring  indepen-
dence.
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Mike Johnson, Speaker of
the House, thanked God for
His  puidance from the
beginning of our nation.

Pete Hegseth, Secretary of
Defense, referred to the faith
of our first president.

Senator Tim Scott talked
about the role of Christianity
in shaping our nation.

Alveda King, niece of
Martin Luther King Jr., said
that  “this  nation  was
founded on podly principles”
and commended the Presi-
dent for encouraging us to
rededicate ourselves to these
principles,

Jonathan  Roumie, the
actor who plays Jesus in “The
Chosen,”  echoed King's
COMMments, encouraging
Americans to renew  their
faith and pray for our nation,

Other speakers included
Cardinal Timothy Deolan,
Bishop Robert Barron, Rabbi
Meir Soloveichik, evangelist
Franklin Graham, and oth-
ers. In addiion, Christian
artists  like Chris Tomlin
performed for the crowd.

One  participant  was
quoted as saying, “It's about
time and sorely needed. The
Constitution doesn’t work
without a moral and Chris-
tian population.”  Another
who wore a T-shire that read
“lesus is my savior, Trump is
my president,” said he came
“tor rededicate our country to
Jesus.”

Everyone wasn't quite so
pleased with what was going
on. As has come to e
expected at events of this
nature, there were protes-
tors. There was no massive
organized  demonstration,
though. Instead, there were
small, scartered groups of
protestors outside the event
with individuals carrying
megaphones, signs, and
inflatable figures near the
gates. Those going into the
event seemed undisturhed by
the protestors and thankful
for the opportunity o exer-
cise their l{\?rh s0 openly.

One newspaper known as
lhaving a liberal editorial
slant claimed the evenr was
funded by millions of tax-
paver dollars. This is true,
sort of. The event  was
funded by a public-private
partnership put together by
Freedom 250, described
online  as  “the  official
national organization and
public-private  partnership
leading the celebration of
the United States' 250th
birthday.” The funds for the
May 17 event came from a

combination  of  these
SOUPCES:
Taxpayer Funds: The

Department of the Interior
allocared %100 million in
federal funds for the Free-
dom 250 initiative, ie., the
celebration of the nation's

250th birthday celebration.
The exact amount used for
the May 17 event 15 not yet
available

Corporate and Private
Sponsorships: Many organi-
zallons  an corpotations
have donated to not only the
May 17 event, but also to the
broader effore leading up 1o
America’s semigquincenten-
nial celebration on July 4,
2026,

In doing research for this
article, [ discovered an event
in the 250ch Anniversary
Celebration that has already
happened. Beginning on
April 18 and continuing
through April 25 of this year,
almost 500 public figures
gathered primarily ac the
Museum of Bible on the
Naticnal Mall in %Washing-
ton, L. to read aloud the
entire Bible from Genesis to
Bevelation. The King James
Version Easy Read was used.
Those who could not go to
the Museum  personally,
including President Trump,
read their portion on video.
It was this recording of
Trump reading [ Chronicles
7 that was used in the May
17 celebration,

I'm not sure how [ missed
the Bible reading and would
liave missed the rally on May
17 if Brenda hadn't shared a
text from her cousin with
me. Maybe I'm just oblivious
of what's going on in the
world outside my own little
protected bubble, or maybe
the promotion hasn't been
what it could have been.
Either way, I decided to
share what I'd learned in
case some of you were in that
little  bubble  with  me.
Regardless, it's not too lare
for any and all of us to
humble curselves and pray.

If my people, which are
called by my mname, shall
hamble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and tum
from their wicked ways, then
will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land, 1T Chronicles
7:14 (KIVER)

Sources:

Fox MNews, By Sophia
Compton, May 17, 2026
Trump Calls on Americans
to Pray for Nation as 250th
Birthday Approaches: 'One
Nation Under God'

The Washington Post, By

Michelle Boorstein, Laura
Meckler  and  Mariana
Alfaro, Trump-backed
prayer festival on National
Mall draws thousands: “We
welcome Jesus!”
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grant cbtained by the depart-
ment. A motion o write a
check for the gear was
unanimously approved,

Board members were pre-
sented with the preliminary
values for 2025-2026 by the
RCAD., MNo acrion was
needed on the agenda item.

Board members reviewed
and approved the 2024.2015
audit by Mike Ward.

Mo action was taken on
an  item  concerning  the
integration  of Kologic, =
program used by the Rains
County Sheriff's office, and
First Due, a call log program
used by Emory VFD.

In administrative com-
ments, B30 Board President
Ken Plavers reminded fire
chiefs of the need for com-
plete inventories by June and

preliminary budgets by the
next meeting.

In monthly  activity
reports for April, Hopkins
County  reported 158
requests for service, with 68
refusals,  The average
response time on life threat-
ening emergencies for city
calls was 2 minutes, 35
seconds, while county calls
were 13 minutes, 11 seconds.

Of the 114 transports to a
medical facility by EMS, 76
went to Sulphur Springs, 28
to Greenville, five to Quit-
man, three to Tyler and rwo
te “other hospital or adr
transport.” The most com-
mon calls were for motor
vehicle accidents, a person
feeling sick, falls, chest pains
and breathing problems.

Emory VFD responded to

49 calls during the month of
April.  The deparcment
cateporized the calls as 03
medical services calls, 10
motor vehicle accidents,
eight fires, three good mtent
calls, a smoke investigation,
a lift assist and a rescue,

The [oint VFD
responded to 18 medical
assists, four public services,
twar fires and o rescue for a
total of 35 calls in April,

During the month of
April, the East Tawakoni
VED was dispatched on 11
calls including eight medical
assists, two lift assists and a
power line down.

The next regular meeting
of the Rains Counry ESD
board is scheduled for Mon-
day, June 13, ar 6:30 pan. in
the Emory WFD Fire Station.

Take time to
bea

(¢ Bl

fatherhood
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Continued from page 1

like mud wrestling and being
on the boat with their dad.
The family likes to go o
Caddo Lake and rake their
boat out. They rake summer
vacations at the beach and
would like o go to the
mountains in New Mexico or
Colorade, and eventually to
Wyoming and Utah.

“The spider looks for a
merchant who doesn't
advertise so he can spin a
web across his door

nd lead a life
. of undisturbed
peace!”

~Mark Twain

The Best Baseball Glove

“Peaple ask me what I do in
winter when there’s no base-
ball. I'll tell you what T do. |
stare out the window and wait
for spring.”

Rogers
Hornshy

My  true
affection for
baseball
began in 4ch
grade. After

JoDYOVER @ solid
Trpawriter Weakly  school  day
and long

walk home from the bus
stop, most  afternoons |
would retire to our “shop” —
a corrugated tin shed that
rested behind our house.
There 1 tinkered with my
bicycle or | should say
bicyeles, plural, for 1 had a
few. Smelling of WD-40,
with a crescent wrench in my
hands, | spent many after-
noons working on my  bat-
tered bikes while listening to
Vin Scully broadeast Dodger
games. Our sterling neighbor
Mrs. Williams loved baseball
and kept her radio posi-
ticned next to an outdoor
PA system so she could hear
games while she worked
outside. The whole neigh-
borhood zor to listen, and
that was a good thing. For
me, the sound of baseball
was Intoxicating,

Ar about this same time in
school we began to play
baseball in earmest {we actu-
ally played softball — but we
called it baschall). From
early spring through the end
of the school year, we played
baschall with abandon, at
P.E., during recess, and on
weekends in the dire fields ar
home. At school, T was the
only kid who didn't have a
baseball glove of my own. |
always had to borrow one
when we played. One day,
out on a shopping trip with
my dear mom (we were
prowling the aisles of what
we used o call a “Dime
Store”), 1 found a glove. 1
begeed my mom to buy it for
me. She did, reluctantly.

The next day my tri-
umphant entry into the
world of elemenrtary school
baseball glory was mer with
ridicule and shame. The
other kids teased me merci-
lessly, for my new glove was
nothing more than a cheap
toy, unfic for the rigors of
baseball in the 4th grade. |
was crushed, But soon things
changed. ..

A week later my dad came

Visit us online
RainsCountyLeader.com

home  from work with =
surprise for me a real
baseball glove. The best
baseball glowve thar I'd ever
seert. [t was a second-hand ].
(. Higgins brand Bob Alli-
som Signature Model 1646, 1
believe Dad got it from a
friend of his ar work. Well
broken-in with an old-school
leather patina, it looked like
it had already caught a
thousand fly balls. T loved it!
Ar school 1t zained me
instant  respect from  the
other boys, When | took to
the field with this seasoned
glove on my hand, [ looked
like I'd been playing ball for
vears. And [ was in heaven,

That glove became my
most  valued possession.
With a black marker I wrote
my name on it in large
letters. All was pood until my
slove was stolen later when |
was in 6th grade. | had lefr it
at school, and during our
annual Halloween Carnival
some low-life yobs infiltrated
our classroom and nabbed it
along with some other base-
ball equipment. [ was heart-
broken. After the word went
out that my precious glove
had been stolen, another
student saw my glove in his
hoolipan  neighbor  kid's
backyard, and he swole it
back for me (1 will always be
srateful - thank wou Ray-
mond Laye).

In recent years 've done
some research on my vintage
glove. J. C. Higgins was a
brand name used by the
Sears & Roebuck Company
beginning  in 1908, The
brand name was used on
much of Sears sporting goods
up until 1961, John Higgins
was oan actual  Sears
employee, working as a

bookkeeping manager and
company comptroller until
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retiring in 1930, For some
reason  Sears’  executives
liked his name and asked to
use it, adding the "C" since
Higgins did not have a
middle name.

My glove was a Bob
Allison siznature model, Bob
Allison played 13 seasons in
the Majors (from 1958 o
1970} with the Washington
Senators and the Minnesora
Twins. He was the American
League Rookie of the Year in
1959, and was named ro the
All-Star team three times, in
1959, 1963, and 1964, 1
believe my Bob  Allison
sipnature glove is a 1960
maodel,

I loved my old baseball
glove. 1 used it playing ball
all  through  elementary
school, then in junior high,
and finally in high school my
sophomore and senior years,
My daughter even used it for
a time when she played ball.
And she and [ carried it o
Texas Ranger’s  pgames,
always  arriving  early  to
watch batting practice while
enjoying our hot dogs, with
gloves at the ready just in
case a fly ball flew our way,

That old glove sits on my
desk right now as [ type these
words loving  leather
soaked in warm  personal
history. The memories are so
thick 1 have to brush them
away from my face.

Thank you Dad = T love
Yo,

JODY DYER 5 a columnist,
author, and  former  weacher.
Deseribed by some as 2 Benadssance
man, he iz a baseball fan, coffes
roaster, and accomplished feral hog
rrapper. He likes 1o read, appreciares
the cutdoors, and is good with dogs
and children, He is the facher of
l||:r|.'1.', :-||:|.'.| |:|r|.": wII|| ||.|.'\. w.l’u i
Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
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Youth Cards Available

Get yvour reloadable Youth Card today.

The card will be personalized with your child’s name
on it, and it can be used at any ATM or business that
accepts MasterCard.

Repgister vour card and it can be replaced if lost or
stolen. Parents can even monitor usage of the card!
Call us at 903-473-2611 or drop by Commercial Bank
of Texas on the square in Emory for all the details.
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~The Rains County Sher-
iff's Ofice tock the following
repotts of activity durihg the

week of May 11-17:
Arrests

5-11:
Micholas
Ray Hood.
.-ﬂl.ggr:nrul_:.‘d
assault with
deadly
'n\'l:i,l.]'."”l'l.
(probation
violation).

5-—]2: GT{‘.E R.'l_[,,"‘«.‘iﬂ.']l. {]ill-
denhire, Possession of a
controlled  substance PG
|.||I[B Iﬂ'.\,‘-!i tl'l.i,i]! ] #I. {I‘.'l’(!ll:,'lqi-
tion violation).

5-12:  Jordan  Skylar
MacEachtan. Violation of
bond/protective order.

Calls

5-11: CE 1540 Extra
patrel; E Lennon Dr. Extra
patrol; CR 1402 Livestock
11 TI.H!QI“-'LI.'!.": CR ]402 ak .F}\-'I
2737 Debris in roadway; CR
1402 Livestock on roadway;
E I,r.n.nnn D, Busim.‘:ib
alarm, Wright Way Medical
assist; CR 1940 Medical
assisk; CR 1534 Extra [mlrul;
CR 1490 Extra patrol; Hwy.
&% Accident; E Lennon Dr,
Medical assist; CR 30215
Extra patrol; FM 275 Extra
patrol; CR 3400 Extra
E'li'll_Tl:!l]: H“""'. ﬁlg Di:l"h"l'll:d
power lines; W Lennon Dr.
Suspicious  vehicle; Garrert
Ave, Warrant sefvice; FM
2324 Animal welfare con-
cern; Sheriff's Office (SO0
[ubl*.f'r' Meet 1:<:|1|.]'.~|;n':1:||:1l,; S0
lobby Follow up investiga-
tion; Honeysuckle Lo, Meet
L;n]u]'ll;!in.ur.t; S50 ]nl}]‘vg Meet
complainant; Hwy, 69 Reck-
less driver; CR 2300 Live-
:il,nr;.L' L1 rc::ldwiay; CR 333(:'
Extra patrol; Ave. E Medical
assist; CR 3330 Pedestrian
Stops E Lennon Dr. Anima]
bite; Locust St Burglary in
progress; CR 3030 Suspi-
cious person; Briggs Blvd.
Warrant service.

5.12: CR 4269 Fire
iII.EIT[!'I.; E [..{‘['II'I.I.H:'I Dl. Sllﬁ]"i-
cicus person; Hwy. 69 Aban-
doned vehicle; Hwy., 19N
.AI,‘.'LH'IL{(!"I'IL"LI. 1r'l."]:|i.l:|{‘; F}\-‘I
2795 Welfare concern; Huwy,
6% Reckless driver; CR 4525
Deloris in roadway; Hwy. 60E
Abandoned wvehicle; Hwy.
19N Medical assist; SO

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Fibrs Crurrey Sherif)

lobby Meet complainant;
Hwy. 195 Agency assist; SO
[Hbl‘."r' \:{-'rilfﬂll'll .'iﬂ,"]"lr':i{'.ﬂ.'; CR
3130 Suspicious vehicle; SO
lobby Meet complainant; SO
[th‘."r' K‘{F:ITTHI'I.', .'iﬂ,']"\r':il:ﬂ.'.; S‘.—_—}
lobby Medical assist; FM 515
Suspicious person, Hwy, 195
Accident; CR 3480 Medical
assist; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; N Texas 5t Medi-
cal assist; CR 4250 Medical
assist; 5 Dunbar Ln. Suspi-
cious person; CR 4510 Sus-
pricious vehicle; SO lcrbaly
Medical assist.

5-13: FM 2946 Medical
assist; Hwy., 69E Livestock
on roadway; E Lennon Dr.
Welfare concern; CR 1410
{_:I'I.]]d Cust 1I..,I.'!|"', E L{‘n:u H1 Dr.
Criminal trespass warning;
CR 4450 Medical assist; E
Lennon Dr. Criminal tres-
pass  warning; CR 3333
Welfare concern; CR 3317
Animal bite; 5 Texas St
Criminal mischief; CR 3030
Medical assist; CR 1402
t:.tu.lipi::.i::-us vehicle; CR 1530
Harassment; SO lobby Meet
complainant; PR 7332 Exta
E'li'llf( 5]: :FM 4? Rﬂ'{:k |§,":‘i}-
driver; Hwy. 195 Livestock
on roadway; Enterprise Blvd,
t:.tu.lipi::.i::-us vehicle.

5-14: CR 1495 Medical
assist; Cr 1621 “Welfare
concern; FM 515 Medical
assist; FM 47 Smoke mvesti-
gation; Hwy. 69 at CR 4310
Motorist assist; FM 2795
Welfare concern; N Texas
St. Found property; Bull
Creek Briglgl: Muotorist assise;
E Lennon Dr. Disturbance;
S0 lobby Meet complainane;
Huwy. 195 Traffic hazard; CR
2130 Noise complaintg, FM
514 Medical assist; Santa Fe
St Chilg[ L;Lj.litnd',l;, S0 ]{J}l‘ly
Apgency assist; Tawakom Dr,
Medical assist.

5-15: Huwy. 276 Welfare
concern; Hwy., 69%W  Acci-
dent; PR 7707 Damaged
property; S0 ]nb]'-y Meet
complainant; FM 514 Medi-
cal assist; PR 7328 Medical
assisk; S0 ]nl:-by Meet com-
plainant; 3 Texas St. Medi-
cal assist; Hwy. 19 ar Huwy,
69 Debris in the rnu.dw;!}';
CR 1330 Medical assist; W
Morth 56 Motorist assist; PR
77049 H:lm:isuwnl'.; Hwy. &9
Meet complainant; CR 1140
Medical assist; W Quitman
St Medical assist; Hwy. 19
at FM 514 Reckless driver;

Sheriff’s Report

Hwy. 69 Reckless driver;
Hwy. 195 Noise complaine;
FM 2737 Thefr; Hwy. 69N
Reckless driver; SO lobby
Medical assist; CR 1640
Lone Oak Medical assist
Hwy, 69 Accident; CR 3325

Medical assist; FM 513
Maotorist assist.
5-16: Locust 5t Point

Investigation; Braziel Bay
E'{I}-:, T:;IVJLI.lC”'I'Ii S]'I.“:ll:{‘. i]!\rL"ﬁ-
rigation; Braziel Bay Meet
Complainant; S Dunbar L,
Shots fired; FM 2795 Debris
in roadway; Hwy, 195 Tres-
passing; Quitman St Animal
at larpe; FM 29446 Medical
assist; W Lennon Dr. Acci-
dent; Hwy, 19N Welfare
COMCern; Ave, D Paoint
MNeighbor dispute; CR 3202
Meet complainant; Hwy, 19
Medical assist; CR 3346
Medical assist; CR 3393
Medical assist; FM 2946
.Aq‘.:.'.idg.'.nt; Hwy‘. 19 Meet
complaimant; Hwy., 69%W
Moise complaing N Texas
E"l. A'I!i!'l'li_ll Vr'l.."[:rillﬂ'. I..'{'I'I'H:l‘.fl'l;
FR 7328 Escort; CR 3346
Medical assist; Industrial
Park Rd. {:}[11'.11 Ll.LH'IT; CR
3333 Suspicious activiry; CR
3202 Medical assist.

5.17: Hwy. 19 at FM 275
Welfare concern; Hwy. 276
Reckless driver; Hwy. 69
Tfl.."ﬁI'lLi.\,‘.‘i'i['llL": H“"!r'. ﬁg at CR
2250 Accidenr; CR 1330
Medical assist; CR 1490
Point  Medical  assist; E
Lennon Dr, Medical assist;
CR 3236 Medical assist; SO
[ubl*.ﬂr' Meet 1::J|1|.|?l;|i11:|:1.l; R
1402 Street blocked; Huwy.
6% Follow up investigation;
Fhi 315 Beet -;‘.c::11pluin;ml:;
CR 1140 Reckless driver;
Hwy, 275 Medical assist
H‘r\-"'r'. f"gE }\-“Il’,"l‘.t AL~
plainant; CR 2420 Livestock
on roadway; CRO1307 Vehi-
cle fire; FM 47 ar CR 1480
Accident.

le Slwri.ﬁ‘s D{'Imrtlm.'nl
reported 283 calls for the
week., Among the calls were:
one paper service, | critminal
mischief, I criminal trespass,
l damaged property, 4 debris
in roadway, 1 disturbance, |
downed power lines, 1
escort, 12 extra patrols, |
vehicle ﬁ:rr., I fire ;!|:|r111, [
follow up investigarion, |
found property, 2 harass-
ment, | investigation, 6
livestock on roadway, 17

FOR RAINS COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Jim Jones is retired and fully available to serve — not splitting time
between another job. Rains County deserves a Commissioner who
can be present, responsive, and engaged every day.

REAL-WORLD H ECTRICAL EXPERTISE
As a Master Electrical Contractor, Jim brings hands-on expertise in

infrastructure, permitting, and executing projects safely and correctiy.
He understands the electrical demands and load requirements of BESS

lithium battery systems and offers practical insight into effective design

and planning.

J5 FEARS OF FIRE SERVICE EXPERIENCE
With a career as a retired Firefighter, Jim understands what it truly

takes to protect lives and property. He is experienced in chemical fire
tactics and prevention and brings insight into designing and planning
safe BESS lithium battery system layouts.

COMMITMENT T COMMUMTY IMPACT & VOLUNTEERING TTME

Jim is committed to supporting local individuals and organizations
working to address current county challenges, including efforts like
Gunner's Mission & Pet Sanctuary. He is dedicated to volunteering his
time and electrical expertise to help create meaningful, lasting impact in

the community.

UNDERSTANDS COUNTY OPERATIONS
From roads to emergency services, Jim brings hands-on experience, not
theory — making informed decisions that impact your daily life.

ANULARLE WNEN Yo NEED HiNH
Mo juggling a full-time job — Jim has the time to answer calls, meet with
residents, and respond quickly when issues arise.

PRECINCT 2 RUNOFF

ELECTION DAY

MAY 26, 2026

EARLY VOTING STARTS

MAY 18 - 22

GUIDED BY FAITH
GROUNDED IN INTEGRITY

meet complainant, 1 neigh-
bor dispute, 3 noise com-
plaines, 1| open door, 22
public service, & reckless
driving, | shots fired, 2
stnoke investigation, 1 street
blocked, 1 suspicious activ-
ity, 4 suspicious persons, 5
suspicious vehicles, 1 theft, 2

Rains County Leader

traffic hazards, 4 warrant
service, & welfare concerns, 2
trespassing, 8 accidents, |
public assist, 1 911 hang up
call, 1 pedestrian stop, 3
:lk}:lllﬂl‘ﬂ!i‘d 'll'l‘.l:'l.'il;ll‘.fil I
agency assist, J business
alarms, 2 residence alarms, 1
animal at large, 2 animal

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Early voting in runoffs ends Friday

Early voting in both the
Democratic and Republican
runoff races ends  Friday,
May 22, with the election on
Tuesday,
May 26.

On the
GOP side,
t h ]
statewide
runoffs are:

« .5,
Senate: John
Cornyn and
Ken Paxton

* Texas attorney general:
Mayes Middleton and Chip
Ry

* Texas Railroad Com-
mission: Jim Wright and Bo
French

* Texas Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals Place 3: Alison
Fox and Thomas Smith

The statewide Demo-
cratic runcffs are:

¢ Licutenant governor:
Vikki Goodwin and Marcos
Viélez

= Artorney general:
Mathan Johnsen and Joe
Jaworski

There are also runoff races
for several House seats, the
State Board of Education,
and Texas Senate District
19, which runs along the
U.S.-Mexico border. Voters
who cast ballots in the
bMarch GOP primary can't
vote in the Democraric
runoff races, and vice versa.
Registered wvoters who did
not participate in the March
primaty can vote in either
party’s runoff election, but
not borh.

Texas oil industry at
war with itself

The GOP runoff race for
a seat on the Texas Railroad
Commission 15 pitting ol
industry leaders against each
other. Many small-scale oil
COMmpanies are  supporting
former Tarrant County
Republican Party chair Bo
French becavse of incum-
bent Jim Wright's efforts to
lead reforms at the commis-
sion, the Houston Chrondcle
reporeed.

“l  can’t support Jim
Wright, because Jim Wright
makes rules that are silly for
lots and lors and lots of
operators,”  said  Lance
Thomas, manager of Albany-
based Stasney Well Service.
His company is suing the
Railroad Commission over
new rules abour how il
operators  manage  onsite
waste pits.

A political action commit-
tee assoctated with il bil-
liomaire Tim Dunn, a conser-
vative megadonor, has con-
tributed at least $350,000 o
French's campaign. On the
flip side, Chevron, Exxon
Mobil, and other major il
companies have contribured
tor PACs backing Wright,

French has drawn contro-
versy for public comments he
has made abour Muslims and

DEIL

(GARY BORDERS

Tt Preit Associmen

Paxton steps up
investigations as
runoff nears

Artorney General Ken
Paxton s steadily
increased his lawsuits, inves-
rigations, and public threars
arcund many of the conser-
vative causes that energize
Republicans, The Dallas
Moming News reported.
More than 100 news releases

announcing such  acrions
have been issued since early
January.

Critics say he is using the
attorney peneral’s office for
political gam rather than
enforcement. Supporters say
Paxton is pursuing the issues
Texas conservatives elected
him o champion.

“He's been suing the pants
off people. | like that," said
Laura Oakley, president of
the Grapevine Republican
Cluk.

The rtopics since the
March primary  included
immigration, [slam, China,
visa fraud, elecrion maps,
birthright  citizenship  and
foreipn imfluence, according
o The News reporr. A
spokesman for Paxton's cam-
paign called the review of
Paxron's invesrigarions
" " ]

garhape” and not “worth
printing.”

Texas” migrant
deportation law likely

to be blocked

A new law allowing state
officials to arrest and deport
undocumented immigrants
towrk effect last week, bur it
appears likely a federal judge
will soon move e block ir,
according to the Houston
Chronicle.  ULS.  Dustrict
Judge David A. Ezra has
previously called the Taw
“patently unconstitutional,”
bur delayed making a ruling.

Senate Bill 4 has been
stymied since its passage by
legal challenges arguing that
iminigration enforcement is
under the purview of the
federal povernment, not
SEALe POVErTInents,

“Gov. Abbott is the sover-
eign governor of the stare of
Texas. He is not the presi-
dent of the United States,”
Ezra said. “DPS officers are
not ICE agents.”

The GOP majority in the
Texas Legislature passed the
law during an immigration
surge  during the Biden
administrarion. Thar surge
has since receded, and few
GOP lawmakers have been
pushing for the law m be
implemented, according o
the Chronicle.

Lottery Commission,
ex-director face
criminal charges

Former  Texas  lottery
director Gary Grief and the
Texas Lotrery Commission
have been charged with
misusing their positions in a

2023 Lotto Texas drawing

bites, 2 animal welfare con-
cetns, 4 motorist assists, |
b1|rg|:|r}' i prrogress, 2 child
custody,

There were 79 traffic
stops, 61 warnings, 13 cita-
tions, 37 medical calls, and
25 rransports,

worth  $95  million, the
Austin Ametican-Statesman
reported.  The  eriminal
charges assert the agency
helped international gam-
blers engineer a guaranteed
WirL.

Agency officials helped
professional bettors purchase
nearly every possible six-
number  combination
more than 25 million rickers

- assuring they would win
the $935 million jackpor,
according to the charges,
However, Grief's attorney
issued a staterent saying, in
part, "When all facts are
revealed i court, the public
will see thar Gary's leader-
ship at the Lotrery Comanis-
sion generated millions of
dollars for Texas schools and
veterans and there was no
crime,”

Grief and the commission
are charged with abuse of
official capacity, a broadly
worded  offense  alleging
“intent to harm or defraud
another” by misusing “gov-
ernment property, services,
personnel or any other thing
of wvalue belonging te the
governiment,” the Statesman
reported.

Grimes County
residents question
proposed chip facility

Elon Musk's bid o build
what he calls the world's
largest compurter chip manu-
facturing facility in Grimes
County, southeast of College
Station, is drawing opposi-
tion from some residents,
according to the San Anto-
nio Express-News, Musk s
seeking rax breaks to build
the facility, dubbed Terafab.

Supporters say the initial
435 1\i]|[inn investment would
later double in subsequent
phases, which is too good o
pass up. Opponents question
the track record of Musk's
businesses, such as SpaceX,
and whether the huge com-
pany needs tax breaks.

“l believe it would be
immoral o give this com-
pany tax abatement when we
have serious concerns about
health issues and safery
issues,”  county  resident
Jacqueline Ross told Grimes
Clounty commissioners.

SpaceX was fined nearly
F150,000 i 2024 for break-
ing clean water laws after a
fuel spill at its South Texas
launch site. It also was cited
for illegally  discharging
wastewater into wetlands
near its Boca Chica facilities,

The company is seeking a
$1.75 trillion valuation when
it goes public in a few
months, prompring some
residents to question why it
needs a tax break,

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
MWITIENLITE .l.l.'x:u |‘||.|Tl|.i|.|1.‘-|. HI.' E"'IJI.'-'
lished & number of commumity
newspapees in Texas during a 30-
Vet &P, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and
Cedar Park. Email: ghovdersii texas-

Preis.coan.

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE
Registration open for Texas A&M
Beef Cattle Short Course Aug. 3-5

Registration 15 open for

the T7Ind annual Texas
A&M Beef Cattle Short
Course on Aug. 3-5 in

Bryan-College Station. The
event is hosted by the Texas
A&M Agrilife Extension
Service and the Texas A&M
College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences Department of
Animal Science.

One of the longest-run-
ning and largest beef cattle
educarional events of its kind
in the world, the short course
attracts almost 2,000 arten-
dees from around the world,
said  Jason Cleere, Ph.ID,
conference coordinator and
AgriLife Extension statewide
beef cattle specialist in the
Department of Animal Sci-
ence, Bryan-College Station,

Get registered

Both in-person and virtual
artendance are offered. The
cost s $300 for in-person
attendance and 99 for
virrual registration for Aug.
P-4 only. A 540 fee will be
charzed for late registration
after July 28

Repister online at txag/
2026BeefCartleShortCourse,

or call 979-314-8507 with
registration, program or trade
show  questioms or  email
beefcattleshortcourse i g-
mail.com.

The conference’s Youth
Track is also available for
high school students to learn
mote about hands-on beef
cattle production, Registra-
tion for youth is $150,

Hot topics on the
agenda

Carttle market trends, herd
rebuilding, weather outlook,
Mew World  serewworm,
pasture mealy bug and the
LS, farm bill will all be hot
topics discussed throughout
the program, as well as other
emetging issues, Cleere said.

Producers  are  offered
more than 50 hours of
training on basic ranching
pracrices, new  technologies
and trending topics i beef
cattle  production  during
Cartleman's College. Cattle-
man’s College features over
20 concurrent sessions and
live-animal and chute-side
demonstrations.

At least nine Texas De-
partment  of  Agriculture

pesticide continuing educa-
tion units will be  offered
during the sessions.

Artendees will also have
access to over 130 agricul-
ture-telated  business  and
trade show exhibitors,

Related events

A Ranch Horse Program
included with the full Beef
Cartle Short Course registra-
tion will be offered on Aug. 2
at the Thomas G. Hilde-
brand, DWVM "56 Equine

Complex. Those interested

in only the ranch horse
program  can  register  for
125,

Up to 32 hours of conone
wing education credics will be
affered during the Vererinary
Contmuing  Educarion pro-
grams offered Aug. 1-6. For
gquestions regarding  veteri-
nary continuing education,
contact  Tom  Hairgrove,
Fh.DD., Agrilife Extension
veterinary  specialist  and
professor, Department  of
Animal Science, Bryan-Col-
lege Station, at 979-571-
9833 or thomas.haingrove iag.

tamni el
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THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
“Lone Star JR” Wins His First Indy 500

by Bartee Haile

It took Johnny Rutherford
a decade to win his first
]j‘mi]l:ljh:lpuh.—w 500, but on
Memorial Day 1974 his
dream finally came true,

[4] |:'|. I
Sherman
Rutherford
Il was born
in 1938 in
Coffeyville,
Kansas
which may
Covme as
something of
SUrprise ko
many of his fans that know
him as "Lone Star Jr." They
can, however, take comfort
in the fact that while still a
['ll't.":ﬁllh.rl.llt:l‘ his f:'ll'l!1l|.'!.'
brought him to Fort Worth,
where he lives to this day.

Growing up in the car-
crazy days following  the
Second World War, Ruther-
ford was just ten when his
father took him o a midget
car race. “After that,” he
recalled many years later,
“everything  was  racing
related.” While a student at
North Side High School, he
joined the hot-rod club and
with a fellow enthusiast
regularly warched the dir
track races at Devil’s Bowl
Speedway in Dallas,

Afrer graduation, Ruther-
ford bought a 1932 Chevy
Coupe and souped it up with
a V& engine. Behind the
wheel of his pride-and-joy,
he began buming up area
dirt tracks.

In no time flar, he
advanced to modified stock
cars and gradually climbed
the racing ladder. His
progress was nothing less
than phenomenal, culminat-
ing in his gqualification for
the Daytona 500 in 1963,

Nineteen sixty-three was
also the year Rutherford met
a nurse named Betry Rose
Hoyer. As scon as  he
succeeded in convincing her
that he really was single, they
started  dating  and  rwo
months later tied 3 knot that
held for more than half a
century. "It really was love at
first sight,” the happy hus-
band would say at the drop
of a hat.

The

BAKTEE HAILE

Hiivrizal Codvermiil

third

momentous

event of [963 was the
newlywed's initial start in the
300, The next year at Indi-
:ll‘i.‘l:'";'l‘llh |:|.L' tl.'.in'““'l.'!l' UL~
vived one of his closest calls.
He was directly behind Eddie
5:|E|:lﬁ W'l:lL‘ll 5:|E|:15 L‘f;i.‘-E‘lL"LJ
inte Dave  MacDonald's
burning car killing them
both instantly. Johnny some-
how slipped between the
blazing wreckage and the
'l\':lll ]"':lﬁ.‘ii”j_' 8] Ellf.ﬁL‘ LE4] S.‘icl‘i"-
that the lucky lemon the
dead driver wore around his
neck was later found in the
engine compartment of the
Texan's car.

J&tl E[L.I(".l :‘;]“‘L"U‘Ll“‘:l'&' 1“
Ohie  twoe  years  later,
Rutherford was not as lucky.
Driving a rear-engine Ford-
powered  sprint car, he
“hooked his front wheel {in
a le‘L"p rut) while coming ou
of Turn 2. The impact
hwurled his car over the outer
wall of the high-banked
track nose-first, launching it
into a complete somersault
before it landed in a 40-foor

ravine outside the back-
stretch,”

Rutherford  suffered a
sericus  head  injury, two

broken arms and a fractured
finger. His long and [1;ait1EL1|
recovery kept him out of
competition for the rest of

the season forcing him o
miss the annual visit to
Indianapolis.

Rurherford continued o
gqualify for the Memorial Day
classic, but the checkered
flag remained elusive. Then
in 1974 with his personal
timekeeper Betty in the pits,
E'll't.‘\r"illl.Hl.‘_r' off-limirs ro
women, he posted  the
second-fastest  qualifying
rime behind fellow Texan
A, Foyr. To his hitter
disappointment a controver-
sial ruling by the chief stew
ard forced him to start far
back in the pack.

Even though Foyt jumped
out front, Rutherford was
confident he could catch
|:li1t1. Itl. 1"1’ l:lE!.‘i EIL‘ t]l.l.l'n"L\I.J lll"'
from the ninth row to second
place and 41 laps later passed
his home-state rival. An oil
leak on Lap 142 ended the
race for Fovt, and Rutherford
cruised to victory winning 111.'
a comfortable 22,32 seconds.

He claimed the checkered
flag again in 1976 and 1980
and added his name to the
list of three-time Indy 500
champions, The Pocono 500
in 1989 was his last race
before errici:llh' announcing
his retirement with a cere-
monial last lap at Indianapo-
lis in May 1994,

In a 2021 interview with
the Fort Worth Star-Tele-
gram, Rutherford  spoke
warmly and with emotion
about his wife Betry, whe
E".i.‘-ﬁt‘lll dAway LW 'In'{.‘.“'!'i eAar-
lier. Whenever he got the

racing  itch, he always
remembered what she once
said: “"If wou ever retire,

vou're not going back.” He
added with a smile, “I'm
precty sure she would have
broken me somewhere.”

Their life after racing had
been active, happy and
fulfilling. Bur sometime in
2016 Johnny began to notice
the love of his life was
changing and not for the
hetter.

“She would sit in the den
at home and ask me, “What
happened 1o those four
people that were just sitting
over there?” “I said to her, “I
didn't see them when they
were there.” He paused with
unmistakable sorrow before
adding, "There wasn't arny-
body there.”

Dacrors confirmed
Rl“ Elk‘] E': :IT{]I.'I WOrsl 'E.lr I|
was  dementia, and the
woman he knew and loved
WA 'l'll.IILI (TN |.'|l." L‘{U‘L!it'l.:.l ‘I"':lL‘k.

Berty Rutherford spent
her last months in a memory
care center. She rarely recog-
nized her hushand or her two
children or her grandchil-

dren  before  permanently
slipping away in January
2019,

In a final twist of fate,
Johnny Rutherford (88) joins
fellow racing legends ALl
Fove (21} and  Mario
Andretti (36) as survivors of
one of motorsports’ most
I.]:lnj_:l."r{"l]h' eras. Th‘L‘i.T
longevity is  almost  as
remarkable as the careers
that made them famous.

Comtact  Bartee  Haile  ar
barteehailet gmail com or by mail ar
POy Box 130011, Sprng, TX
T1393.

DISEQUNT BUILBING MATERIALS
4304 W. Hwy. 80
TERRELL
972-563-7821
800-926-9534

602 E. Goode
QUITMAN
903-463-2931
We have a complete lumber yard
~ 22 Years ~
www.gssales.biz

WHEN MONEY STAYS IN
OUR COMMUNITY

POLICE & FIRE DEPARTMENTS
STREETS & PARKS

& other dty services

/- AND KEEPS US ALL WORKING.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

LET*S KEEP OUR ECONOMY GROWING.

SERVIGE & REPAIR

SAVVY SENIORS
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Senior Travel Discounts: How to
Save on Your Next Trip

D 5{11-1'}' Sendor,

My husband and 1 arve
vetiring later this vear and hope
o travel more
while  we're
still  healthy
and  active.
Our budget
will be tighter,
50 EVETY dol-
lar  counts.
Are there
worthwhile
senior  travel
discounes you can tell us abour,
el ar what age do I:fwj' h:'gin.’

JIM MILLER

--Ready to Koam

Dear Rr:u]‘]',

Retirement is the perfect
time to start checking desti-
I« |.1_|I.'|'|'|'1 ﬂ“- '!,11||T “’I"-I\ |!"\1_.
Sentor travel discounts can
make a real difference.
Whether it's airfare, hotels,
cruises, train  rickets or
artractions, the savings can
add up — soInetimes hun-
dreds of dollars per trip — if
vou know where to look and
I,,"l'l'l'l.'l]'ﬁl]'{‘.

To qualify, you'll need wo
meer the age requirement,
'n'l.'l"llli,'..l'l "r'i'lf'il,,'!'i |:'|'!r' ‘l'{'l'l'l.'ll'hi'l'l".'.
Some start as early as 50, but
most don't kick in unril 35,
A0, 62 or 65, Knnwin_u these
benchmarks helps vou plan
and save as soon as you're
eligible.

Ways to save

One of the best ways o
uncover senior travel deals is
through membership organi-
zations. AARP, with mem-
l'l;:r.-i]'.ip starting at 30, offers
the deepest travel discounts,
including savings on horels,
rental cars, cruises and vaca-
tion packages. AAA also
provides travel-planning ser-
vices and member savings on
lodeing and car rentals to
adules of any age.

Another H1r!1[1|g bur often
overlooked strategy is to ask.
Many horels, tours and

attractions don't advertise
senior  discounts but may
offer one if you inquire. Keep
in mind, 1]1{111g|1.1 that the
“senior rate” isn't always the
lowest price. Promotional
sales, :|d1.':1m,'.::-pun:|1:|:a¢
fares and seasonal specials
can sometimes be cheaper,
LT :ll'li]'."ilrﬂ' |:1ﬂ'{l.'|"|'|,," .l'lI.H'l.I'CI'I'IE.

Flexibility is another pow-
erful  money-saving ool
Traveling midweek, ;wn‘iding
peak holidays, booking dur-
ing shoulder seasons, or
|dju'1l,u1.;_, your dares '1|ij_,]:.l,l\-
can significantly lower costs.
You may also find last-
minute deals on cruises, rail
trips and guided tours, espe-
cially during slower travel
[u.'rin;,].-c when COMpPanies are
eaper to fill unsold space.

Here's a rundown of some
different discount deals cur-
rently available:

Airlines: Senior airfare
discounts are less common
than they once were, but
some still exist. AARP mem-
hers can get discounts on
select British Airways flights,
abour $63 off economy and
up Lo 200 off business class.
United and Delea may offer
limired senior fares, usually
for travelers 65 and older, on
select routes if booked by
phone or using “Senior”
search tools. Lny.:ahy pro-
grams can also add wvalue
through free checked bags or
seat 1I|‘.'_Eri,l.|,||,,‘!i.

Trains: Amtrak offers
abour 10 percent off for
travelers {ﬁ-p[ll.\ Of many
routes, with some cross-hor-
der discounts starting ar 60
Rail passes and mull,i-u;i[\_r'
tickets may provide addi-
rional savings.

Rental cars: AARP mem-
bers can save up to 30
percent with companies like
Avis and Budger, often with
perks like a free additional
driver and reduced rates on
+1l1|_in|1:11 COVETARE. Hertz

offers discounrs 1,|1|.'c:-u_u|1 irs
50 Plus Program.

Hotels & lodging: Many
hotel brands offer senior or
AARP rates, rypically 10 to
13 percent off. Examples
include Wiyndham Horels &
Resorts (Days Inn, Ramada,
Super 8, La Quinra), Best
Western, Choice Horels
(Comfort Inn, Qualicy Inn),
Cambria, and Rodeway Inn,
Pmuking directly or 1_|1rc:u_u|1
AARP usually ensures the
rate.

Cruises: Some lines offer
discounted fares for travelers
535-plus on select sailings,
i.]!n-i,'.]l]-u,]'i[l_L" Royal Caribbean,
Carnival, Norwegian, MSC,
and Viking River Cruises.
AARP members may receive
additional onboard credies
through affiliated providers,
':_-!'“-['!{‘1'!1( sailings often pro-
vide the best value,

Bestaurants: Many
I,'l:'lill'l'l.‘i U'-Fﬁ"'l' Fl‘l'li.l.}f IMLETIS,
complimentary beverages, or
percentage discounts for ages
35 or {jﬂ-[!luﬁ, inuluding
Applebee's, Arby's, Burger
King, Chilis, Chick-fil-A,
Denny's, [THOP, Boston
Market, and CiCi's Pizza,
Participation varies by loca-
Lo,

Entertainment & attrac-
tions: Museums, theaters,
TOOE, AUATILMS, and _unH-
courses often offer reduced
admission for seniors 60 or
ﬁf‘:--plu'i. Ome of the best
bargains is the America the
Beautiful Senior Pass from
the MWational Park Service.
For $10 per year or $80 for a
liferime pass (available at
62y, i ]"TI'I'L":ii,]‘l‘."i ACCESSE  To
more than 2,000 federal
recreation sites.

:i-l"l'lll FOLUT SENIGT -\.Illl'hhllr'.‘- [ LA N
Savvy  Senior, PO Box 5443,
Mommam, OK 73070, or  wvisit
SovvySemdororp. Jim Miller is a
comtributor to the MBC Today show
and author of "The Savwy Senwor”

I"IIIIIC.

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

@ Property auctions
@ Public hearings

@ Local tax changes
® Adoptions

NOTICED!

® School district budgets

Find out about these and more in your local paper!
Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.

Rohrer
Electric
Repair

Broken wires?
Get them re-wired!

Motors = (renerators
Starters — Alternators
Trailer & Tractor wiring
Golf carts - And more...

Jesse Rohrer
903-474-1477

3549 5 FM 779, Emory

This space
just $32.00
per month!

e oy
JCSs
o [ )
903-473-2211
Computer Diagnostics
A/C Repairs
Mufflers/Exhaust, etc.
Foreign & Domestic

Automatic & Manual
Transmission Repair

o
RagnT |
"
@8>, A
. 1\ ov
< c’“,,*.\ wow!

903-473-2653

ads@rainscountyleader.com

Manthly Business Directories:
* Shopping
& Construction

[ AVAINLAB *SErﬂce&Repair
= Foi
490 E Le Dr+E :
903.473.2211 | *Agriculture
?lum
q?' &’%@ e New Construction
..+ Repairs
* Remodel
8 .o Jonathan Christian
ervic
e atser 903-513-0063

jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

Cell Phone &

Off the Square in

E-Te: WiReLESS LLC

Mability + Internet + Satellite TV

903-473-3393

Tablet Repair

Accessories and Service

Downtown Emory

REMEMBER GOOD THINGS
HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

H.%Q

¥

855 E. Lennon Dr.
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2566
800-541-8116

Cycle Parts & Repair
Golf Cart Sales & Service
Auto Accassories

Auto Sound & Security 903-473-2714

- Gas
Company
Propane Gas
for
All Your Needs
Tanks Leased & Sold

POTTS GAS CO.

“Providing the service
you deserve ™

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC
SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAYS —

HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS

=

AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

Owvar 20 Years' Experience
4450 P 515, I..nulr_l.'.. TX TS840

GAS )
SUPPLY

For All Your Propane Needs
319 State Hwy. 24

Campbell, TX 73422
www.gasandsupply.com = 903-454-6565

(903) 473-3899

Insdadler®s Livense 1 & Livense 2
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle

And he arose and came to his father, But
while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and felt compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him.

Like 15:20

This week's sermon fromm Luke was titled
“Profligare Grace for a Prodigal Son.”

The tax-collectors and sinners were still
with Him, and Jesus rold another parable of
loss and recovery with joy.

The younger son asked for his inheritance
early and wasted it all. Sin Jooks good unril
reality sets in,

Saturday, May 23, 8:00 a.an. — Bibles &
Bogeys — Lake Fork Golf Club, $55 for 18
holes and a cart, See Chris Meclntosh for

information. All men are invired.

May 31, 6:00 p.m, — Members' Meeting

June 7 — Home Group Fellowships

June 13-20, Summer World Changers
Student Ministry Mission Trip, Cost $329,
registration packets are available in Pastor
Jerod Haygood's office and the Youth Room.

July 20-22, Family VBS where dads and
moms join their kids to worship and have fun
together.

July 28-30, Preteen Camp (Grades 3rd-
5th), Timberline Baptist Encampment in
Lindale, $115 per student.

The Asking for a Friend Podcast Episode
#1253 is titled “Biblical Counseling, Mental
Health, and a Book Review.” Find the link

at www. bhcemory.org,

Emory Baptist Church

By Ronnic Witt

“Ler us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God and keep His command-

ments, For this is man's all.”
Ecclesiastes 12:13
It has been a busy semester here at Emory
Baptist. There continues to be significant
progress in the building of the family life
center. Currently we are experiencing some
constrictions on the use of facility space even
in our current building, However, we will be
completely ready to host the annual
Vacation Bible School June 8-12, from 9:00
aan. to noon. The theme is “Nlumination
Station” where we're shining a light on who
Jesus really is. We eagerly preparing to host
all of the children for this fun-filled week, so
make sure you register seon! You can register
children age 4 to those who have finished
tifth grade by poing to vbs.emorvbapeist.ong.
All the information is there and you can

register online.

Last Sunday, EBC recognized seven high
school sendors who will be graduating in a
couple of weeks. Each of them received a
study Bible. The sermon on Sunday morming
was titled, “Start at the End, Don't End
Where You Started.” It concerned The
Teachet's instrucrions ar the end of
Ecclesiastes to fear God and follow His Word
as a pattern for life,

Afrer the moming service, EBC hosred
the Rains High School Baccalaureate ser-
vice., Graduates were recognized for their
achievements and Bro. Richard  Piles
encouraged them as they move to the next
chapter of their lives. The service closed
with the high school senior slideshow and
was followed by a cookie reception in the
fellowship hall.

The May Members” Meeting was held in
the evening service at 6:30 p.m.

ADVERTISING WORKS 903-473-2653

803-473-2653
ads@rainscountyleader.com

Manihly Busingss Directories:
= Health & Beauty

* Construction

* Service & Repair

+ Food

= Agriculture

+ Elc.

Our Business Directories
run once a month each and
are less expensive than our

weekly ads.

Your ﬁmf@-ﬂwr:mﬁ fometoun _ﬁ.rﬂ" SEFUICE _;.Jmt::':i‘fr

Your hometown funeral provider

Full service cremation provider
Pre & post funeral gathering room
Advanced up-to-date technology

903-473-3545
803 N. Texas St. - Emory, Texas

wilsononeosky @familyfh.com = wilsonorwoskyfunerathome.com

Wilson-Orwosky

Funeral Home

This year thousands of men
will die from stubbornness.

Learn the preventive medical tests you need, Ehrq.gﬂv

Obituaries

Thursday, Mav 28, ar Lone Oak

Vergel Francis Burress

1938

A Celebration of life for '\"c:rgr.]
Francis Burress, 88, will be held on

.A.sm:m.l?l':,r of God, ar 10:00 a.m.
Inurnment will fallow at Dallas -
Fore Worth National Cemetery, at
2000 Mounrain Creek P;ITL&“‘;!Y, in
Dallas, beginning at 2:30 p.m.,
with full military honors.

Mr. Burress died on M:l',l 10,
2026, He was born on January 14,
1938,

He was a native of Texas, and gr;ulu:ll:n,{
from Raymondville High School in Willacy,
in 1955, where his classmartes playfully vored
him maost lilu:l}' to see an alien—a testament
to his outgoing and imaginative spirit. After
high school, he worked for the highway
dr.]_'l;l.rtmr.-:nl, until he enlisted in the ULS. Ajr
Force in March of 1960, His military career
was distinguished and honorable, serving 22
years and 18 ql;iyﬁ. He reticed as a Senior
Master Serpeant (E-8) in 1981, He tock
immense pride in his service, especially his
role as the leader of all Air Force electronic
laboratories in Europe, and his time at the
Precision Measurement Equipment Labora-
rory {PMEL) in Ramstein, l:_-ir.rln;m‘_r'. His
final stationing was at K.I. Sawyer AFB in
Michigan.

Adver his 1|1'L|1'I:;|r',.' retirement, Mr. Burress
embarked on a journey of exploration across
the United States before beginning his
second career at Tucker Electronies in

Garland. He finally retired from Tucker and

- 2026

embraced the next two Jdecades
living his dreams—traveling abun-
dantly with his family, tending o
his ;_:;Lr-;,l:,':l:.-i, woodworking, gn”ihg,
hunting, fishing, and spent joyous
time engaging in board games,
cards, and farkle with loved ones.

He married his beloved wife
Anita in their home in Sachse, on
.ﬁ.uguﬁl 3, 1991, The birth of his
son, Vergel Burress I, brought
immeasurable joy, and he was also a proud
5|_|:[1f:1l,1w.1' tor three SLEPE0S.

His faith was a cornerstone of his life, and
his favorite hymn, “How Great Thou Are”
was emblematic of his heartfelt devorion o
Gi.'ll.{-

Mr. Burress is survived by his wife of 35
yEears, Anita Burress of East T;aw;ﬂcnhi.; SO0,
Vergel Francis Burress I of Garland;
stepsons, Jared Moore and wife Tiffany of
Midland, Narthan Moore and wile Christie of
Farmersville, and Lyndsey Moore and wife
Michelle of Lavon; grandchildren, Caleb and
Br,!ydrn Moore, Hunter and Amber Moore,
and Kara and Colton Moore; siblings, Zelda
and Kenneth Stewart of Kerrville, Allen
Burress of Fk:]u:, Lou Lou Galmiche of
Fulshear; brother-in-law, Wayne Foster of
Cedar Hill; and numerous nieces and
|1|:phrw.-c and other extended E;m:i[y.

He was preceded in death by his parents,
Lola Francis and Vergel Alvie Burress; and
5ih1ing5, Eucrl'll?',.' Burress, ]:Jlu: Butrress and
Louise Huddleston.

Judy Carol Carson
1953

Judy Carel Carson, T2, died
peacefully at home on May L5,
2026, surrounded by her loving
family. She was borm on Novems-
ber 21, 1953, to Burlin and Nellie
Roberts, she was the youngest of
15 children.

Mrs. Carson attended school in
Rains County, and embraced
every opportunity to leam and
grow, Whether behind the wheel
as a truck driver, at the assembly lines of T1,
serving customers at Safeway, managing a
busy office as a secretary, or providing care
through house cleaning, she took pride in
her work and met each challenge with
determination, She was always there for her
davghters and supporred them. She was
known for her fun-loving spirit and her
captivating storytelling.

Ms. Carson is survived by her daughters,

- 2026

Julie Klutrs (Steve Bannister) of
Quinlan, and Ashley Carson of
Fort “Worth; siblings, Clarence
Roberts of Point, Donna Strebeck
of Emaory, Johnny Boberts and wife
Elaine of Rowletr, Betry Morrow
and husband Merel of Emory, and
Shirley  Gavin and  hushand
Charles of Arkansas; grandchil-
dren,  Brittany  Gillis,  Dillon
Rogers, Devin Ray Miller, and
Emberly May Miller; and ereat-grandchil-
dren, Layla Goodson, Delilah Bednar,
Williow Bednar and Atticus Bednar,

She was preceded in death by her parents;
siblings, Eugene Roberts, Thelma  Lee,
Geneva, James (Doch, JR, Helen, Billy
Wayne, Joyce, and Harold Ray; great-
grandson, Bravden James Goodson; and
brother-in-law, William Ray Strebeck; and
son-in-law, Bobby James Rogers.

The Certainty of God's Promises

For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no
one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, saying, "Surely
I will bless you and multiply you." And thus Abraham, having
patiently waited, obtained the promise. For people swear by
something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath
is final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more
convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character
of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two
unchangeable things, in which it is impaossible for God to lie, we who
have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast
to the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind
the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf,
having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

| John 5:6-9 (ESV)

EN©RY
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We All Matter To God
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axas St ) ; . i : i
One Block from the Square Wed. Night Yonth 5230 pm. Evening Worship....6:00 p.m. Evu'nm,l_e"-’l.urshlp . ﬁjm p.II.
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o CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
5:00 P.M. TUESDAY

itied

G&G  GRAVEL.
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able far spreading,
free estimates. Miller

All

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC.
Tree trimmingre-
moval. Credit cards,

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

éhed Rains;s Emft"'b"' Ete'r:;e M;sseyféiﬁoggl;g Grove Bret Garrett 5155'3% Iigl?{?f,lgggj PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
i n] amaritan 2palrs, o= - g . —a = P T " " .
Thrift/Clothes  store 0546. Local, reliable, 203-268-6910. 474-4402. Greenville Housing Authority The Rains County Commission-

wull be open Saturdays
in May from 8 am -

serving East Texas

LAWNLANDSCAPEMOWING

announces the opening of the

ers Court will hold a Public

ST N A e (gl | 00 1t for the Howsing | | Heaing on Trursday, May 25
am-12 pm, and 1 boathouses and dacks LAWN CARE . Choice Voucher rental assis- bagiﬂn'ing at 10:00 am, to allow
pm-4 pm. Open & am  since 2001. Steelimetal Landscaping, fencing, RAINS 1SD NEEDS: t | li t: : ; 7 : -

= noon on Thurs bidgs., & home remod- Dedge  trimming, Custodian/Custodian ance program. Apply online at: for discussion of the installation

HOOTEN'S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our  wide
splection of RV Farls
and Accessories. Hwy.
69M in Emory. 203-

473-278E.

RENT)/
LEASE

eling. Wi mockean
Zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

ROHRAL REPAIR
Waelding, machining -
all metals. Tractor
repair & Equipment
upgrades, mechanical,
electrical, braken
bolts, etc. Small jobs
are welcome! 903-
474-0859, 430-306-
4165, Emory, TX.

weekly/biwealkly ratas.
303-521-B506, free
estimates.

HOOTEN'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree trimming &
remaval, retaining
walls, irmigation s5ys-
tems. LI 0019094,
303-473-8706, 303-

474-4402.

Substitutes, Bus
Drivers/Substitutes,
Food Service Employ-
ee/Substitutes, Child
Development Center
Employee/Substitutes.
Salary based on expe-
rience. $320/month of
full-time employee
health coverage paid.
Apply on-line at hitps:/
JSwww.rainsisd.org
Equal Employment

Opportunity.

www.greenvillehatx.org

The online waiting list applica-
tion process will open: Thurs-
day June 4, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.
and will close after 500 applica-
tions have been accepted.

For application assistance,
please contact our office at 903-

of a speed hump at the en-
trance to CR 1530 from High-
way 276.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN

HOQTEN'S HARD- el Gnciille EQusng THE VICINITY OF THE
Fental homes availabla WARE, LLC m ADVEHTIS‘E Authnrity /4417 Oneal St, SHIRLEY WATER
in Emaory. $1,350/mth i
& §1.200mth, call Has all your welding. | pgacy TREE SER- - Greenville, TX 75401. SUPPLY CORP.
G03-474-4007 welding repair and e T TheWil- i and .
: : lumber needs  avail- <onlagacy com  903- g watch Shirley Water Supply Corp.
EAGLE INN EON in Emorv. Doy, 455-1587. Insured, urges any prospective buyer to
APARTMENTS a73-8788 et W eparialine Hour No. 3364 verify with the manager at the
2-BR $726/mth. Mo in high risk removals. business i office, located on FM 1567, east
depo pply Al Bainting, drywall, zar. LMTIng,  Removals, bloom! | | NOTICE TO CREDITORS, | | of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
com © pentry and more. K. NOTICE OF LETTERS TES- or south of Sulphur Springs,
blumbing needs call _ TAMENTARY AND APPOINT- Tex., whether or not water is
Scott Trieb 903-474- If you suspect MENT OF INDEPENDENT available at the tract of land in
E'n-.nry agi.‘” Etlﬁaags, 4129. A child abuse: EXECUTOR qugit_'?”- Water Subply C
wy. : : - ild irley Water Su orp.
CTfute cant o ed D 2 G report | | Notioe is hereby given that on 8684 FM 1567W_
Lnits. 903-474-3150, v DON'T wmﬁ; i August 13, 2025, Letters of Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482
903-348-5459. F % T 1-800-959- 5405- Testamentary upon the Estate of
E Texas 2¥-Hour toll-free glewm Raycine  Maxwell,
R Child Abuse Hotline eceased, were granted to the
Independent Executor, Bobbie No. 3308
Buv"! SH.I. “'! "Hn "! T Jo Wood, by the Honorable i
I County Court of Rains County, NOTICE TO CREDITORS,
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS! Texas, in Cause No. 3364, NOTICE OF LETTERS OF
. . pending upon the Docket of said -
S INDEPENDENT ADMINIS
For information, E Court. TRATION AND APPOINT-
call 903-473-2653 All  persons having claims MENT OF INDEPENDENT
Here against said Estate are hereby ADMINISTRATOR
OFFICE : 903-473-5150 required to present the same

109

L.L. Spencer Real Estate

Prosperity Pkwy, Emory
FIEM NO: 101894233

FOREIGN

TRANSMISSION

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls « Clutches + Sealed Jobs « Filter & Fluid Changes

|-:] 201 W, Mein, Cuinkan » $03-356-4900 « Mon i, 810 530 (e e

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAYS

Over 20 Years" Experignce
4450 FM 515, Emory,, TX 75440

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS
AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

(903) 473-3899

Installer’s License | & License 2

=

m

News? Advertising?
Subscription? Questions?
Contact the Rains County Leader at:

(903) 473-2653

news(@rainscountyleader.com
ads@rainscountyleader.com
sports@rainscountyleader.com

subscription@rainscountyleader.com

)

Qui

within the time prescribed by law
to Bobbie Jo Wood at the post
office address of the attorney for

SARAH E. SIBLEY

TBA #240434390
ssibley@fordbergner.com
Attorneys for Independent
Administrator,

Bobbie Wood

Motice is hereby given that on
April 17, 2026, Letters of Inde-
pendent Administration upon the
Estate of Barbara Lynn Maxwell,

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959 SUDOKU the said Independent Executor Deceased, were granted to the
SOLUTION being as shown below: Independent Administrator, Bob-
Don R. SPEHGET {Owner/Broker) TBI2[80 314716 Estate of Melvin Raydine bie Wood, by the Honorable
903_473 2225 BI31617 - AEHEIE Maxwell, Deceased County Court of Rains County,
5 o[714[5 E;—— Furds+ Bergn%r LLP Texas, in Cause No. 3308,
c/o Sarah E. Sibley pending upon the Docket of said

Judy Moody - 214-536-3214 %é 2 %% 1 %% 700 Louisiana Street, 41st Floor | | Court.
David Northcutt - 281-804-1535 § ‘ é %—% § %_ %% Houston, Texas 77002 All persons having claims
/s/ Sarah E. Sibley against said Estate are hereby
LLSpencerRealEstate.cnm 7 g ET% AEIGE Ford + Bergner LLP required to present the same
1 1314 700 Louisiana Street, 41st Floor within the time prescribed by law
0181119121713[415] Houston, Texas 77002 to Bobbie Wood at the post
Ph: 713-260-3926 office address of the attorney for
LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION Fx: 713-260-3903 the said Independent Adminis-

trator being as shown below:

Estate of Barbara Lynn
Maxwell, Deceased
Ford + Bergner LLP
c/o Sarah E. Sibley
700 Louisiana Street, 41st Floor
Houston, Texas 77002

/s/ Sarah E. Sibley
Ford + Bergner LLP

inlan Family
DEntistry,

Eax: 903-356-3029
Rrofessional]Denture

v

e
FROM $% 1 gs.fSET

* New Patiznts Welcome
* Lab on premises

* Relines

» Soft-Lined Dentures

* Repairs while you wait
* Oral Surgery

+ Sedation

+ General

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 19948
9011 Hwy. 3345, Suite A
Quinlan, TX 75474

& Cosmetic Dentistry

vary with additio IIJ|

" individual neads o of patie |'|r5

Visit www.cbtx.com for 700 Louisiana Street, 41st Floor
all your banking needs Houston, Texas 77002
ADVERTISE || biiazeassee
P‘fﬁ’r P;ys SARAH E. SIBLEY
T e TBA #240434390
== W H E R E ! ssibley@fordbergner.com
Attorneys for Independent
595 W. Lennon Dr. Si8li ) m Administrator,
Emory, Texas 75440 Residential Bobbie Wood
ommercial
903-473-2950 | | Sales- Service
203-473-3657 | l993-348-6170 Look Twice - Save A Life.
903-438-1970

Motorcycles are everywhere!

Be prepared, /
not scared.

Comsdanng the runbsr of chonters that ke ocoume n the past

dacade, rhateen are pour 1l mepen ence snme unk of smagEnry.
Betaeen schaol, spoms and ather acadiies. chanpes ane you won 't
Lz it oot ks vl 4 Dhasperee.

Pearty gowybids ban e tnah do saie proparng easy and sear fun,
g paur kids can fesl

Go to

www.Ready.gov/kids

and talk to your family today.
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RAINS LADY CAT & WILDCAT ATHLETICS

Sports

LUKE CLAYTON

1Rains County Leader

Wildcat, Lady Cat summer Avery good week in the outdoors
camps announced

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

A future Wildcat cradles the pass for a catch during reciever drills at the Rains Youth
Football camp last year. This year's camp is scheduled for July 21-22 at Wildcat Stadium.

By CHUCK FITTS

Raing County Leadar staff

Rains  ISD  coaches
released dates for summer

camps for Rains students
during the final weeks of
schowl,

Summer workouts for

Rains athletes have been set
for Monday through Thurs-
day during the second, third
and fourth weeks of June and
July.

Strength and agility skills
are scheduled from 8:30 a.m.
o 10:45 am. on workout
days.

For those wishing to
participate on workout days,
foothall skills and drills will
take place from 7:00 am. to
£:00 am. while baskerball
skills are scheduled from
11:00 am. to 12:00 p.m.

There is no fee for seventh
through twelfth grade stu-
dents wishing to participate
in the summer workouts.

The first sport-specific
camp is the baseball camp
planned for June 1 and 2 at

il ®

e
R
I

|l||-

Parents '

the high school baseball
fields. Cost for the camp is
$50 and participants will get
a camp t-thirt,

On both days, the first
session will be from 8:00 a.m.
tor 9230 a.m. and is for second
through fifth grades. Sixth
through ninth graders will
participate from 10:00 a.m.
o 12:00 pum.

Softhall camp is scheduled
for June 2 and 3 at the high
school field. The ¢ amp is for
kindergarten through incom-
ing freshman. Cost is $50 per
{:.ﬂﬂl'lLi' “lt]] d l.l.l"\-L‘”'lllH !'-'l]'
siblings.

The Rains Youth Wolley-
ball camp will take place on
June 8 and 9 in Talkington
Gym and the camp is 540
Third through fifth praders
will hold camp from 900
am. to 11:00 am. each day,
while sixth through eighth
grades will have a session
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Rains Tennis Camp is
scheduled on June 22 and 23
at the district tennis courts
for incoming third through

a"l

s i

ninth graders. The camp will
be held each day from 10:00
am. to 12:00 p.m. and cost is
560 which includes a camp
t=shirt and can of high qual-
ity tennis balls.

The Rains Baskethall
camp for boys and giels is
planned for July 6-9 in
Talkington Gym. Cost is $60.

The session for incoming
second through sixth grade
will be from 10:00 am. to
0, ‘-'.';i'ilL' |]!IL‘|.:"['||.|]]]_: =W
enth through ninth graders
will held camp from 1:00 pm
o 3:00 pom.

The Rains Wildcat Youth
Football Camp will be held
on July 21 and 22 ar Wildean
Stadium from 5:00 pm. to
7:00 pom. The camp is for
second through nineh
graders and cost is $50.

Campers attending any
‘f.“['ll:'lf‘: ||:|.|f‘\- SUETUITHET ".'."j“. [ll."L\I.]
tor bring water bottles as well
as sports related gear.

F(f‘] i]ll{"‘“j“”ﬁ O nore
infomation, contact  the
school at 903-473.2212 or

email oakeshtrainsisd org.

== -ATTENLION -
parents;

"‘Frlepds, and Relatives

CONGRATULATIONS!

We ave so
pmud of
you ! !

Love,
Nour qui\\y

Send your graduating senior
a special message with a photo

in our special senior section
to be published on May 28.

The cost is
$45 b/w or

$60 color
per ad.

E-mail, mail or

bring a photo (baby,

cap & gown, or
your favorite pose)
with a short
congratulatory
message

AD MUST BE
PAID FOR
BEFORE

PUBLICATION

Rains County Leader
126 N. Planters Street, Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2653 * ads@rainscountyleader.com

We are so
proud of you
and can’t
wait to see
what your
future holds!
We love you!

Your Family &
Friends

Deadline is 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 25

This past week was a very
good one for me. [ was
fortunate to enjoy some great
times on the water and in the
woods with a
couple of
very  good
friends.
There was a
time when [
Was  young
when |
judged every
outdoor our-
ing by the fish in the cooler
ar game on the meatpale.

Cranted, fresh fish fillers
or backstraps from wild pork
or venison is a big plus but
what really marters is the
quality time spent with good
friends. This past week defi-
itely provided a lot of whire
bass and catfish fillets for the
freezer. | even had an up
'L:]l'l.\-l.' :||:'|.I.J [1L'T.'I'I.H:'|:||. encounier
with a chunky wild porker
that I had earmarked tor the
smoker. The teal reward
though was the time spent
with a couple of close friends.

When Brandon Sargeru
called one morning last week
and invited me to go for an
afternoon of  white  bass
fishing, | was all in. Brandon
and | have enjoyed many
good rimes together ¢ |I:t!|.1|1j_
everything from white bass to
giant catfish at Ray Hubbard
and have become close
friends through the years.
Although we're separated by
3 years in age, we have a lot
of the same personality traits,
I joke with him that it would
|'I:|'|.'l." |:'|L"l."“ Ll.:l['l.}_fl'fl!-l].‘i ]r WA
were in our early forties at
the same time!

I have to be careful when
we're fishing not to get long
winded and bore him with
tales of vesteryear. | temem-
ber hunting squirrels from
the ‘woods’ that are now
under Lake Ray Hubbard
and later working on the
construction of the power
plant back it the lare sixties.
Lake Ray Hubbard and 1
have a very long history!

Brandon’s toomy puide
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O Cofinna,

boat is equipped with state-
af-the-art sonar and without
it atd his ability o interpret
the pings from sonar on the
fishing might
The big

four graphs,
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schools of white bass were in
deep water it the lower lake
and on the mowve, chasing
even higger schools of shad
that have abour wrapped up
their spring spawn and
moved out into open water.
We bepan by graphing a
hump where the fish were
staging earlier in the day,
only o find the images on
sonar- blank with the excep-
tion of submerged trees with
a few scarrered fish holding
tight to structure, probably
crappie. The big schools of
shad had wvacated the area
and Brandon buried his head
in the sonar and went on the
hunt. Abour a guarter mile
away, a long-submergzed ridge
began to plot on sonar and
on the windward side, scar-
tered schools of baitfish
marked the graph along with
a few larger marks; the whirte
bass we were looking for!
This was a good sign but
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would cause Brandon to
mark the fish on GPS and
engage spot  lock  which

would keep the boat posi-
tiocned over the fish, After a
hundred yards or so graphing
the ridge, we noticed what
appeared to be a huge
inverted cloud ploting on
sonar. This was the concen-
tration of fish we were look-
ing for! Brandon clicked the
timer on his watch and
predicted we would limit out
i thirty minutes. He was not
wrong! The drill was simple,
drop the half-ounce slabs to
bottom  and  then  slowly
crank them up through the
water column. The brightly
colored lead baits seldom
made it more than a few feet
up through the water col-
umt. T wenty-six  minures
later, we had our limit of
white bass on ice!

Back at the dock m
Sapphire Bay Marina, we
went to work with fillet
knives. Brandon heared his
electric grill, and we were
soon sipping a cold beverage,
munching on very fresh
white bass tacos. [t was a very
good day!

A couple days after our
white bass extravaganza, |
pulled up o my friend Jeff
Rice's Buck and Bass Ranch

on the upper end of Lake
Fork. We have had untold
good times hunting hogs,
deer and squirrels here
through the vears and sea-
sonally fishing the creek
adjacent to the property for
spawning white bass in early
spring and catfish through-
out the surnmer.

Char plan was 1o hunt hogs
that afternoon until dark if
necessary and fish the creek
for catfish the nexr morning.
A fat young boar had been
showing up on one of the
rrail cameras neat a feeder on
a daily basis and we hoped to
put some pork on ice! Fresh
potk or not, 1 had smoked a
side of ribs and made some
baked camp beans earlier
that day. Dinner awaited
after our evening hunt!

We set up a little fold out
camo blind abour 65 vards
from the feeder and [ settled
in with my CVA Scout Rifle
inn 308 caliber abour 4:30 in
the afterncon, Jeff headed to
a stand near the creek with
his Gearhead bow. From this
spot | have taken several
hogs through the vears, often
with my PCP 30 calibetr air
rifles. 1 felt very confident 1
would be quartering a fat
potker on this hune As if on
cue for a well-rehearsed play,
just after the feeder motor
distribured corn, the boar we
had seen on camera eased up
te the feeder and bhegan
'|.':|.L'|.J|J||'|i.|l;|: l]]'l |E|.L" I‘(L"Tl'll.'lh'.

At camp we enjoyed some

rery tasty BB ribs and
x]l"-L““-'ll'Ll CHIr |'t{‘f'|'||.'|{'l'|'l
hunts. The next morming, we
spent a couple hours fishing
punch bait under corks in
the remote creek and caught
a nice mess of eater-size
channel catfish, a few of the
fillets blackened in a cast
iron skillet with lefe over
camp beans served as lunch.
What a couple of great
outings with a couple of fine
friends. Outings like this is
what pood times in the great
outdoors is all about,

Check out Luke's weekly
podcast “Catfish Radio with
Luke Clayton and Friends"
just about everywhere pod-
casts are found.
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