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SPOTLIGHT

Greg and Becky Connaughton owners of Tri-Point Surveying in Emory
By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Tri-Point Surveying, located at 903 
E. Lennon, is a family-run business. 
Greg Connaughton is a highly skilled 
land surveyor whose business serves 
Rains, Hopkins, Hunt, Wood, 
Franklin and Van Zandt counties.

Connaughton’s wife, Becky, owns 
the business with him, and serves as 
the office manager, doing some of the 
necessary research for her husband, as 
well as handling finances and taking 
care of customers. Their grandson 
works for them in the field.

The Connaughton couple met 
when they both worked for local sur-
veyor Danny Beasley and they mar-
ried on October 27, 2001. They 
thought highly of Mr. Beasley and 
when they opened their own business 

10 years ago, they dedicated their of-
fice to him.

Connaughton began surveying 
while in college at Texas A&M-Com-
merce, working two jobs and manag-
ing to be in the National Honor Soci-
ety. He was also vice president of the 
student advisory council, a member of 
the rodeo club and a member of 
Sigma Tau Epsilon Fraternity. He was 
rated as one of the top 10 seniors of 
the college’s business and technical 
students. He said that he didn’t have 
much time for sleep.

He was born in Fort Smith, Arkan-
sas and moved to Colorado at about 
five years of age. Then, at age seven, 
his family moved to Sulphur Springs. 
He played tennis and was on the 
cross-country team in high school.

Becky Connaughton said that she 
grew up “everywhere” because her 

family moved a lot. She graduated 
from Cooper ISD where she played 
tennis and was on the yearbook staff. 
She worked in the optical field for 
years and then at Texas Performance 
Diesel before joining the surveying 
business. She has lived in Emory for 
20 years.

The Connaughton’s have three 
grown daughters. Nichole works at 
Golden Water in the town of Golden; 
Kayla works part-time for her parents; 
and Britney is a part-time hygienist 
and school volunteer. They also have 
three grandchildren including one 
grandson and two young granddaugh-
ters in third and sixth grades. The 
family likes to spend time together 
and they travel a lot. They recently 
went to Gatlinburg, Tennessee, and 

Becky and Greg Connaughtonsee SPOTLIGHT on page 2

RAINS WILDCAT & LADY CAT GOLF

Wildcats win district, Potts takes home gold medal

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Top: Hudson Potts puts all his momentum into a drive on the par-4 15th hole at the Lake Fork Golf Course during his championship 
round of the District 12-3A Tournament on Monday, April 6. Bottom left: Kase Jennings watches his putt roll to the hole on the par-4 
12th hole. Bottom right: Presley Kilgore hits for the fence on her opening shot at the par-4 5th hole.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcat golf team were 
crowned District 12-3A champions and 
Hudson Potts won the district tourna-
ment that wrapped up on Monday, 
April 6, at the Lake Fork Golf Course.

The team finished 66 strokes ahead 
of the second place team at the two-day 
tournament, which began on March 30 
at the same course.

Over the two days, Potts carded a 76 
and 79 for a 155-total score to win the 
individual title on the course with a par 
of 72.

Case Jennings finished third with a 
total score of 159. He had overcome an 
82 on day one with a 77 on day two to 
get the bronze medal.

Karson Wallace had a two-day total 
of 163 to finish fourth, right behind 
Jennings. He overcame a rough first day 
to card a 77 on Monday.

Daniel Alvarado placed sixth with a 
164-total score over the two days, while 
Major Wallace ended the tournament 
in eighth place with a 176.

The Lady Cat golf team finished 
fourth at the tournament.

The Wildcat golf team will compete 
at the Region 2-3A tournament on 
Monday, April 13, and Tuesday, April 
14, at the Oak Hurst Golf Course in 
Bullard.

RAINS COUNTY

Delta County man 
arrested in Rains 
County on felony 

livestock case
FORT WORTH — Judd Horchem 

Murray, 47, of Cooper, was arrested on 
March 31 in Rains County on charges 
of hindering a secured creditor follow-
ing an investiga-
tion led by 
Texas & South-
western Cattle 
Raisers Associa-
tion Special 
Ranger Larry 
Hand, with as-
sistance from 
Special Rangers 
Robert Pember-
ton and Bo Fox.

Murray was charged with hindering a 
secured creditor greater than $300,000, 
a first-degree felony, and hindering a 
secured creditor greater than $2,500 
but less than $30,000, a state jail felony.

During the investigation, Special 
Rangers and the victim bank deter-
mined Murray secured multiple agricul-
tural loans using cattle as collateral. 
Authorities allege Murray defaulted on 
the loans in June and July 2024. Follow-

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Friends of the 
Library Book Sale 
adds a new twist!

The Rains County Friends of the Li-
brary has an approximate forty-five-
year history of book sales, and that tra-
dition won’t be broken this year. The 
next sale will be Friday, April 17 and 
Saturday, April 18 in the Meadows 
Room of the Library at 150 Doris Briggs 
Parkway in Emory. Sale hours on both 
days will be from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Get there early on Friday for the best 
selection, and take advantage of bar-
gains all day Saturday when you can fill 
a bag for $4.00 or a box for $8.00.

As usual, there will be a wide selec-
tion of genres and authors to choose 
from – gently used books for all tastes, 
interests and ages. But instead of simply 
focusing on reading, the FOL added a 
new twist. To encourage an interest in 
writing, they are hosting a Rains 
County Writing Challenge. The rules 
are simple:

The writer must live in Rains County 
and be eighteen years old or younger.

Write an essay with a minimum of 
five complete sentences and a maxi-

JUDD HORCHEM 
MURRY

see MURRAY on page 2

see BOOK SALE on page 2
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Stress is Serious
How much do you know 

and understand about stress? 
Stress is the body’s reaction to 
pressure, demands, and chal-

lenges and as 
we prepare to 
act, stress 
may present a 
mental, phys-
ical, and/or 
e m o t i o n a l 
response. A 
2022 survey 

by the American Psychologi-
cal Association found 76 
percent of respondents experi-
enced at least one symptom of 
stress in the previous month.

Stress does not always stem 
from negative experiences. 
Positive life changes, such as 
starting a new job, planning a 
wedding, spending time with 
family over the holidays, or 
welcoming a new baby, can 
also be stressful. At other 
times, stress comes from more 
difficult situations like illness, 
heavy workloads, financial 
woes, or family conflict. 
Regardless of where your 
stress comes from it is not 
something to be overlooked.

There are three main kinds 
of stress: acute, episodic acute 
and chronic.

Acute stress. Acute stress 
is short-term stress that comes 
and goes quickly. It can be 
positive or negative. It is the 
feeling you get when you are 
riding on a rollercoaster or 
having a fight with your loved 
one. Everyone experiences 
acute stress from time to time.

Episodic acute stress.
Episodic acute stress is when 
you experience acute stress on 
a regular basis. With this kind 
of stress, you never get the 
time you need to return to a 
calm, relaxed state. Episodic 
stress frequently affects people 
working in certain professions, 
like healthcare providers.

Chronic stress. Chronic 
stress is long-term stress, 
going on for weeks or months. 
You may experience chronic 
stress due to marriage trou-
bles, issues at work or finan-
cial problems. It is important 
to find ways to manage 
chronic stress because it can 
lead to health issues.

When you are experienc-
ing stress, your body releases 
cortisol and other stress hor-
mones. While this response 
can be helpful in short bursts, 
ongoing or chronic stress can 
take a toll on both mental and 
physical health. Long term 
exposure to stress may 

increase your risk for digestive 
issues and weight gain, anxi-
ety and depression, 
headaches, sleep difficulties, 
memory and concentration 
problems, high blood pressure, 
heart disease and stroke.

Stress is something we all 
experience from time to time 
but if you are experiencing 
stress over an extended 
period, you might need to 
evaluate and make a few 
changes to help eliminate 
some of your stressors. Stress-
reducing habits can be incor-
porated into your daily rou-
tine and small changes can 
make a big difference.

Stress may be reduced with 
even simple actions. Try 
taking a quick social break 
and send a message to a 
friend, even a simple “hello” 
can lift your mood. If it turns 
into a longer conversation, 
roll with it. Strong social 
connections are essential for 
emotional well-being.

Physical activity is always 
good for your mental and 
physical well-being, benefiting 
both your heart and your 
mind. Dance to your favorite 
song, go for a brisk walk, try 
hula-hooping, or sign up for 
that exercise class you have 
been curious about.

Getting enough rest can 
help you feel calmer, more 
focused, and more creative. 
Aim to power down earlier by 
turning off screens and wind-
ing down with a book or 
another relaxing activity. 
Most adults need about seven 
to nine hours of sleep each 
night.

Although breathing is 
automatic, mindful breathing 
can help activate your body’s 
relaxation response. Get com-
fortable and take a normal 
breath. Slowly inhale through 
your nose, filling your chest 
and belly. Let your stomach 
expand. Gently exhale 
through your mouth or nose. 
Repeat several times.

Managing stress does not 
have to be complicated. With 
small, enjoyable steps, you can 
support your health and find 
moments of calm throughout 
your day.

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact 903- 
473-4580 or email Sarah.
Latham@ag.tamu.edu. To 
view upcoming events or 
additional information please 
visit https://rains.agrilife.org/ or 
follow Rains County AgriLife 
on Facebook.

NEWS 
BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday 
in the building behind the 
public library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m. 
Hours for Thursday are 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will 
be open every Saturday in 
February from 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Funds go to buy food 
for the needy and to operate 
the center.

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday 
in the building behind the 
public library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m. 
Hours for Thursday are 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will 
be open every Saturday in 
April from 8:00 a.m.-noon. 
Funds go to buy food for the 
needy and to operate the 
center.

American Legion 
Breakfast Sat.,
April 11

Rabb Brothers Memorial 
American Legion Post #156 
will hold a breakfast buffet 
on Saturday, April 11, from 
7:00-10:00 a.m. at the Post 
home at 215 N. Duffy St. in 
Emory. Takeouts are offered. 
Payment is by donation, 
which goes toward the 
upkeep of the home and for 
veterans’ projects.

FOL Book Sale Is 
Coming Soon!

The next Friends of Rains 
County Library Big Book 
Sale is almost here! The sale 
will be in the Meadows 
Room of the Rains County 
Public Library, 150 Doris 
Briggs Parkway, Emory. 
Dates are Friday, April 17 
and Saturday, April 18, 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. both days. 
The best selections are 

available early Friday, and 
Saturday is Bargain Day – fill 
a bag for $4 or a box for $8! 
This is the perfect opportu-
nity to re-stock all your 
summer beach reads!

FOL Hosts a Writing 
Challenge!

For Rains County writers 
18 years old and younger. 
Write an essay beginning 
with “A funny thing hap-
pened on my way to the 
Rains County Public 
Library….” Write at least 
five complete sentences, but 
no more than two pages. 
Submit your essay during the 
April 17-18 book sale at the 
Library, 150 Doris Briggs 
Parkway, Emory. Prizes for 
each essay that meets all the 
requirements.

Alba Public Library 
Celebration Apr. 18

On April 18, from 8:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m., the Alba 
Public Library & Museum 
will celebrate its fifteenth 
year in operation. Students 
will bring a snack from 
recipes from long ago and 
the library will offer cake and 
punch. On display will be 
local student’s research, 
essays, recipes and artistic 
creations. Library and 
museum tours will be avail-
able  and there will be a book 
sale until 2:00 p.m. The 5K 
run/walk will begin at 7:00 
a.m., at the square, with the 
$25 fee going towards a 
mural for the front of the 
building.

Advertising Works
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Teaching good money 
habits starts early and grows 
through every stage of life.

W i t h 
very young 
c h i l d r e n , 
begin sim-
ply. Three 
jars labeled 
“ S p e n d , ” 
“Save” and 
“Share” can 
help them 

understand what money is 
and learn that saving for 
something special takes 
patience.

With tweens — or chil-
dren between 9 and 12 — 
offer bigger ideas. They can 
earn money through chores 
or small jobs to connect 
effort with reward and a 
sense of ownership. Opening 
a basic savings account can 

also help build their confi-
dence.

For high schoolers and 
young adults, budgeting 
becomes essential. Tracking 
what comes in and goes out 
through an app or spread-
sheet helps them stay aware, 
and learning how credit 
works can offer benefits 
down the road.

In their early working 
years, paying themselves first 
and building good saving 
habits set the foundation for 
long term financial freedom.

When you start strong 
and stay consistent, money 
becomes a tool that helps 
your children support the 
lives they want.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Four stages of raising 
confident, money smart kids

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

Tax season is here, but 
you still have time to make 
smart moves that may 

lighten your 
2025 tax 
burden.

C o n -
tributing to 
an IRA is 
one of the 
most popu-
lar strate-
gies. For 

2025, you can contribute up 
to $7,000, or $8,000 if you’re 
50 or older. Traditional IRA 

contributions may be tax-
deductible, while Roth IRAs 
offer tax-free growth.

If you have a high-de-
ductible health plan, con-
sider a Health Savings 
Account. These provide 
triple tax benefits: first, 
contributions reduce taxable 
income, second, growth is 
tax-free and finally with-
drawals for qualified medical 
expenses aren’t taxed. Limits 
for 2025 are $4,300 for 
individuals and $8,550 for 
families, plus an additional 

$1,000 if you’re 55 or older.
Are you self-employed? A 

retirement plan known as a 
SEP IRA lets you contribute 
up to 25 percent of compen-
sation, capped at $70,000.

Consult a tax professional 
to find the best options for 
your situation – and act 
before April 15.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor in Emory at 903-
473-1592.

Tax-saving moves you can still make for 2025

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

THE PUBLIC FORUM

Dear Editor 
Green energy is in Rains 

County: a solar farm (over 
800 acres) on Hwy. 69N and 
a battery storage project (on 
about 30 acres) is in the 
beginning stages about a mile 
north of Lake Fork in 
Precinct 3. Additional 
projects are planned. We 
should not be caught 
unaware as this technology is 
quietly being installed all 
around us.

Recently about 100 citi-
zens attended a public hear-
ing held at Rains County 
Courthouse to learn more 
about the projects and 
specifically the associated 
health and environmental 
safety risks. Many questions 
and concerns were raised. 
Some answers were provided 
and some of those turned out 
to be dubious, leading to 
more uncertainty. For exam-
ple, regarding the California 
Moss Landing battery facility 
fire in early 2025, scientific 
researchers have now 
reported that with battery 
storage “the risk of both 
localized and widespread 
contamination will increase 
even as safety protocols 
improve.” That statement is 
chilling. I’m asking who 

benefits, and who or what is 
at risk? What recourse do we 
have if those risks are 
unacceptable?

I’m told there’s a lot of 
money to be made in green 
energy for those companies 
and the counties that install 
it. But, I believe that God 
requires us to be good stew-
ards of His magnificent gifts. 
That demands our engage-
ment, to build knowledge 
and use critical thinking to 
understand the issues, and it 
requires the fortitude to do 
what is right. Would we “sell 
out” for a few pieces of 
silver?

I encourage every church, 
every civic organization, 
every citizen to reach out to 
the Rains County Safety 
Coalition. Contact them at 
rainscountysafetycoalition.org. 
Ask to host informative 
sessions with your groups. 
Make sure your friends and 
neighbors are aware of the 
issues and the impacts to our 
community. Demand that 
Rains County government 
protect its people, property 
and prosperity.

Deborah Walker

Emory, Tx 75440

Solar Energy in Rains County

LETTERS POLICY
The Rains County Leader welcomes letters to the editor 

on subjects of interest to its readers. Letters should be no 
longer than 350 to 400 words. Longer contributions may 
result in your letter being edited or not published. All letters 
must bear the original signature and a printed name, address 
and phone number for verification purposes. E-mailed letters 
must contain a phone number for verification purposes. 
Phone numbers will not be printed unless requested. 
Unverified letters will not be printed. Contributions are 
limited to one letter per household per month with at least 
two weeks between each letter. No fictitious letters will be 
printed. We will not knowingly publish letters that, in our 
opinion, libel, slander or threaten. We reserve the right to 
refuse to publish any letter. Letters to the editor are the 
views and opinions of the writer and do not reflect the 
editorial position of the editor or staff of the Rains County 
Leader.

Commissioners reviewed 
an updated policy for having 
events on the Rains County 
Courthouse square. They 
noted some adjustments 
included setting events to 

only Saturday and Sunday, 
removing a ban on vendors, 
setting a 12 hour limit on 
events, and increasing the 
deposit to $1,000 with the 
right to reduce the amount 

of deposit returned due to 
damages, problems or secu-
rity.

COURT
Continued from page 1

sponded to 25 calls during 
the month of March. The 
department categorized the 
calls as 16 emergency medi-
cal services calls, four fires, 
three public assists and two 
calls with no units available.

The next regular meeting 
of the Rains County ESD 
board is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 19, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Emory VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

SAVVY SENIORS

Where to Get Help with 
Medicare Decisions

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ll be 65 in a few months 

and could sure use some help 
sorting through all the confus-
ing Medicare options that are 
available to me. Where can I 
get help with my Medicare 
decisions?

– Baffled Bob

Dear Bob,
W i t h 

a r o u n d 
11,400 Baby 
B o o m e r s 
turning 65 
every day in 
2026, you’re 
asking a very 

timely question.
Many people approaching 

Medicare are confused by all 
the choices available today. 
In addition to original Medi-
care (Part A and B) that has 
been around for more than 
60 years, you also have the 
option of enrolling in a Part 
D prescription drug plan, 
and a supplemental (Medi-
gap) policy – both of which 
are sold by private insurance 
companies.

Another option is a 
Medicare Advantage plan. 
These plans, also offered by 
private insurers, bundle hos-
pital coverage, medical care, 
prescription drugs, and often 
extra benefits like vision, 
dental, and hearing into one 
policy. Most operate as 
HMOs or PPOs and require 
you to receive care within a 
defined network of providers 
in your area.

Medicare Advantage 
plans have also faced 
increased scrutiny in recent 
years over prior-authoriza-
tion requirements that can 
delay or deny certain ser-
vices.

To help you determine 
which path makes the most 
sense for your situation, 
there are several reliable 
resources available, depend-
ing on how much assistance 
you need.

Tools and Resources

A good starting point is 
the “Medicare & You” hand-
book, which provides a clear 
overview of the program and 
your options. You can down-
load a copy at medicare.gov/
medicare-and-you, and you 
should receive a printed 
version in the mail about a 
month before your 65th 
birthday.

The Medicare website 
also features a helpful “Find 
a Medicare Plan” tool at 
medicare.gov/plan-compare
that allows you to compare 

health plans, prescription 
drug coverage, and supple-
mental policies available in 
your area. If you prefer to 
speak with someone directly, 
call Medicare at 800-633-
4227, and a representative 
can walk you through your 
options over the phone.

Another excellent free 
resource is your State Health 
Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (SHIP), which provides 
unbiased Medicare counsel-
ing either in person or by 
phone. To locate your local 
SHIP office, visit shiphelp.org
or call 877-839-2675.

You can also contact the 
Medicare Rights Center 
(medicarerights.org) at 800-
333-4114 for help with 
specific questions.

In addition, HealthMetrix 
Research publishes a free 
Cost Share Report at medi-
carenewswatch.com that com-
pares Medicare Advantage 
plans by area based on 
cost-sharing and health sta-
tus.

Get Help

If you’d like more hands-
on help, you can work with a 
Medicare insurance agent.

Keep in mind that agents 
are paid commissions by 
insurance companies, so it’s 
important to choose an inde-
pendent agent who repre-
sents multiple insurers – not 
just one. That gives you 
access to a broader range of 
options.

Also understand that 
commissions are typically 
higher for Medicare Advan-
tage plans than for Medigap 
and Part D policies used with 
Original Medicare. As a 
result, some agents may have 
a financial incentive to 
recommend Advantage cov-
erage. That doesn’t mean the 
advice is wrong, but it’s wise 
to ask questions and under-
stand all your choices before 
enrolling.

You can search for 
licensed agents through 
nabip.org, the website of the 
National Association of 
Benefits and Insurance Pro-
fessionals.

Taking the time now to 
compare your options care-
fully can help you avoid 
costly mistakes and give you 
confidence in the coverage 
you choose.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
What to Know Before You 

Open the Door: BBB’s Guide 
to Door-to-Door Sales

With warmer tempera-
tures comes the return of 
door-to-door sales. From 
solar panels and alarm sys-
tems to landscaping services, 
asphalt paving, roofing con-
tractors, and even charitable 
causes, solicitors are once 
again making their rounds in 
neighborhoods across East 
Texas. Better Business 
Bureau Serving Central East 
Texas (BBB) reminds con-
sumers to stay alert and 
make informed decisions 
when approached at their 
front door.

Recent consumer reports 
show that home improve-
ment and door-to-door sales 
scams continue to be among 
the most commonly 
reported, particularly during 
spring and summer months 
when activity increases. 
Scammers often take advan-
tage of urgency, weather-
related damage, or limited-
time offers to pressure con-
sumers into quick decisions.

“Many legitimate compa-
nies use door-to-door sales to 
grow their customer base,” 
said Mechele Agbayani 
Mills, President and CEO of 
BBB Serving Central East 
Texas. “However, some 
individuals use this approach 
to take advantage of others. 
It’s important to watch for 
red flags like high-pressure 
tactics, lack of company 
identification, and requests 
for upfront or cash-only 
payments.”

“Many legitimate compa-
nies use door to door sales to 
grow their customer base,” 
Mechele Agbayani Mills, 
President and CEO of BBB 
serving Central East Texas 
said. “However, there are 
some individuals who use 
this approach to take advan-
tage of others. It’s important 
to watch out for red flags like 
high-pressure tactics, 
absence of company brand-
ing, and requests for cash-
only payments, as these 
could be signs of dishonest 
intentions.”

Door-to-door sales activ-
ity typically continues 
through the end of Septem-
ber. If a solicitor visits your 
home, BBB recommends the 
following:

Do your research

Visit bbb.org to review the 
company’s BBB Business 
Profile to find out more 
about their marketplace 
performance. Consider cus-
tomer reviews, complaint 
history, and overall company 
history. If you are unable to 
find information about the 
company, it may be best to 
look elsewhere. Remember, 
always look for the BBB seal. 
It’s the Sign of a Better 
BusinessSM.

Consider local 
companies

Supporting local compa-
nies not only strengthens the 
local economy, but also 
makes it easier to follow up 
in case of warranty issues or 
other needs.

Read and understand 
contracts before 

signing

Get everything in writing, 

including any verbal prom-
ises. Contracts should clearly 
state start and completion 
dates, and there should be 
no blank spaces when you 
sign.

Pay with a credit card

Credit cards offer valuable 
consumer protections. Avoid 
paying in full until the job is 
complete, and never pay in 
cash.

Know your rights 
under the “Three-Day 

Cooling-Off Rule”

The Federal Trade Com-
mission gives consumers 
three days to cancel pur-
chases over $25 made at 
home or outside a seller’s 
usual place of business. The 
rule doesn’t apply to all types 
of purchases—such as insur-
ance or farm equipment—so 
review your rights carefully. 
A seller must issue a refund 
within 10 days of receiving 
your cancellation notice.

Get multiple bids

Getting several proposals 
from prospective contractors 
based on the same specifica-
tions, materials and labor 
needed to complete the 
project gives you a better 
idea of what reasonable price 
is. Homeowners should dis-
cuss bids in detail with each 
contractor and ask questions 
about variations in pricing. 
Keep in mind, the lowest-
priced contractor may not be 
the best deal. Go to https://
www.bbb.org/get-a-quote to 
get a bid from a business you 
can trust.

Watch out for high-
pressure sales tactics

Reputable businesses will 
allow you time to think 
through a decision and won’t 
discourage you from doing 
your own research. If some-
one insists you act now or 
won’t provide written 
details, it may be best to walk 
away.

Be Safe

Never let a stranger into 
your home. If a solicitor 
refuses to leave or you feel 
unsafe, call the police imme-
diately.

Check local 
Regulations

Some cities require per-
mits for door-to-door solici-
tation or may enforce rules 
regarding “No Soliciting” 
signs. Visit your city’s official 
website to learn about local 
requirements.

Go to BBB.org to look up 
online marketplace business 
profiles, file a complaint, or 
write a customer review. 
Visit BBB Scam Tracker to 
research and bad behavior.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.



3April 9, 2026

medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1
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Now that Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) systems are 
evolving and becoming more 
mature and powerful, there 
are emerging choices of how 

attached to 
other apps 
you use you 
want the AI 
systems that 
you use to 
be. It is get-
ting more 
d i f f i c u l t 
every day to 
avoid any 
interaction 

with an AI system if you are 
a daily user of browsing, 
social media, or search 
engines. But you can refuse 
the AI’s help when offered, 
and there may be a few 
reasons to do that which I 
will cover below.

Certain apps and AI 
entities are either related or 
tied together. A few well-
known relationships are 
Google and Gemini, Micro-
soft and Copilot and Per-
plexity and its Comet 
browser. Some apps and 
platforms may also use multi-
ple AI sources depending on 
circumstances, costs and 
needs.

Integrating AI models 
with browsers, social media 
platforms, and search 
engines (as most major play-
ers in the Internet world 
have done) offers several 
advantages in terms of con-
venience, functionality, and 
real-time responsiveness.

For example, linking an 
AI to a browser allows it to 
fetch live information, verify 
facts, and provide up-to-date 
answers on current events, 
stock prices, or breaking 
news.

Social media integration 
enables personalized interac-
tions, such as drafting posts, 
summarizing feeds, or engag-
ing with trends in real time. 

Search engine connectiv-
ity provides access to a vast 
repository of indexed knowl-

edge, making the AI more 
useful for research, trou-
bleshooting, and detailed 
inquiries.

This level of integration 
can create a seamless, highly 
interactive user experience 
where the AI acts as an 
intelligent assistant capable 
of bridging gaps between 
static knowledge and 
dynamic, real-world data.

However, these conve-
niences come with signifi-
cant privacy and security 
tradeoffs. When an AI is 
connected to apps, social 
media or browsers, it inher-
ently gains access to user 
data—browsing history, 
social media activity, search 
queries, and potentially even 
personal messages, emails 
and information. This cre-
ates vulnerabilities, as any 
data shared with or pro-
cessed by the AI system 
could be exposed through 
security breaches, unautho-
rized access, or data harvest-
ing by the platforms them-
selves.

In addition, linked AI 
systems may be subject to 
manipulation by external 
entities, including tech com-
panies or cyber criminals 
who could influence AI’s 
responses, inject biases, steal 
personal information, or 
censor certain viewpoints.

For users who prioritize 
confidentiality, anonymity, 
or uncensored access to 
information, a detached AI 
model—operating purely on 
its internal knowledge and 
user-provided data—offers 
stronger guarantees against 
surveillance, data exploita-
tion, and external control.

For example, you could 
choose not to have an AI 
system know anything about 
your social media so it would 
have more difficulty in 
acquiring or harvesting per-
sonal data about you which 
could be exploited or sold to 
advertisers.

In essence, the choice 

between an integrated or 
detached AI model depends 
largely on the user’s priori-
ties. Those who value real-
time accuracy, expanded 
capabilities, and seamless 
digital assistance may find 
integration worthwhile.

But for users concerned 
about privacy, ideological 
neutrality, or security, a 
standalone or detached AI—
free from the influence and 
risks of external platforms—
provides a more controlled 
and trustworthy environ-
ment.

For example, you could 
use an AI system to generate 
a report or write a program 
without it having access to 
all your other data not 
relevant to that task.

As AI becomes more 
integrated into all the apps 
we use every day, maintain-
ing privacy may be more of a 
challenge because the AI 
systems are so persuasive, 
powerful, and tempting to 
use to save time and effort, 
and thus improve productiv-
ity and income.

In the “brave new world” 
of AI, maintaining your 
privacy and yet still using AI 
assistance in all areas may be 
challenging to do success-
fully. Everyone will have to 
determine where they are on 
the privacy versus powerful 
AI assistance continuum and 
act accordingly.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
AI assistance vs. privacy

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional
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Baiting and Blasting

On Sept. 13, an Atascosa 
County Game Warden was 
monitoring a property where 
illegal hunting activity was 
suspected. After hearing sev-
eral shotgun blasts, the war-
den entered the property and 
discovered two men hunting 
dove over bait. It was during 
a special white-wing only 
season and only two mourn-
ing doves were allowed per 
hunter. The hunters were 
intentionally over their limit 
of mourning dove and were 
still actively hunting when 
the warden arrived.

While investigating the 
incident, the warden looked 
through feed sacks in the bed 
of a truck. He was surprised 
to discover two cleaned out, 
untagged jake Rio Grande 
turkeys in an empty feed 
sack. One hunter admitted to 
shooting them earlier in the 
day and had asked the second 

hunter to dispose of the 
carcasses, which he had not 
yet done.

The hunters were issued 
citations for killing turkeys 
out of season, exceeding the 
daily bag limit of mourning 
doves, placing bait to attract 
and hunting over bait. The 
illegally taken game was 
seized and donated. Cases 
and civil restitution are 
pending.

Hook, Line, and Felony

On Aug. 2, Amarillo 
District Game Wardens were 
patrolling Southeast Park 
Lake in Randall County 
when they observed a man 
fishing from a dock. As they 
approached, the man and his 
female companion quickly 
attempted to leave the area.

When questioned, the 
man admitted he didn’t have 
a fishing license. While run-
ning his information through 
dispatch, wardens learned 

the man had a felony parole 
violation warrant. They 
arrested him without inci-
dent and transported him to 
the Randall County Jail.

After the man was booked 
into jail, wardens returned to 
their patrol truck and 
checked the passenger seat 
where the man had been 
sitting. One of the wardens 
discovered three plastic bag-
gies that had been stuffed 
into the lower portion of the 
seat, containing approxi-
mately 20 grams of a crystal 
substance that appeared to be 
methamphetamine. Upon 
questioning the man, he 
admitted to having previously 
used methamphetamine but 
claimed his girlfriend had 
placed them in his possession.

The man was charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance and tampering 
with physical evidence in 
addition to the parole viola-
tion.

GAME WARDEN FIELD NOTES

Bigfoot Visits Ohio

“A guy like me is hard to 
find.”

Bigfoot
I have family in Ohio. The 

last time I visited there the 
scariest thing I saw, besides a 

P i l e a t e d 
woodpecker 
the size of a 
h o u s e c a t , 
was a feral 
family shav-
ing their 
back hair 
before break-
fast in a Bob 
E v a n s 
r e s t a u r a n t 

parking lot. Ohio is a fun 
place. And it seems that 
recently for some residents 
there, the volume of excite-
ment has been turned way 
up. Apparently, Bigfoot has 
come to visit. 

For those who don’t often 
ponder strange and mysteri-
ous happenings in the world 
and need a Bigfoot refresher, 
these particular cryptids are 
unverified creatures, some-
times referred to as 
Sasquatch, said to inhabit 
the fields and forests of 
North America and beyond.

Bigfoot is most often 
described as a large, muscu-
lar, bipedal human or ape-
like creature covered in 
black, dark brown, or dark 
reddish hair, standing 
between six and nine feet in 
height. Bigfoot is often said 
to emit a foul dead animal or 
skunk-like odor. Allegedly 
authentic footprint casts 
have been made showing 
feet as large as 24 inches long 
and eight inches wide, hence 
the name Bigfoot.

Many indigenous cultures 
across North America have 
shared stories of mysterious 
giant hair-covered wild men. 
And as early as the 16th 
century, European explorers 
in the New World related 
tales of giant hairy beings 
prowling the forests. These 
stories and reported sightings 
continue today, most 
recently in Ohio.

Last month there were 
eight reported sightings 
across northeastern Ohio 
within just four days. All 
described black-haired or 
brown-haired creatures 
walking upright with long 
arms making “grunting” 
noises and looking for trou-
ble.

The first sighting occurred 
near Mantua, a small village 
in northern Portage County 

near the Cuyahoga River, 25 
miles northeast of Akron. 
An unidentified researcher 
for the MTCR (Missile 
Technology Control 
Regime) described seeing a 
nine-foot-tall male creature. 
He was hiking when he 
spotted the critter standing 
about 120 yards away. It 
appeared to know he was 
there. The man paused, and 
then calmly retreated back 
to his car to change his 
pants.

The next day, Mantua 
resident Dylan Obney 
reported seeing an eight-
foot-tall brown creature 
about 11 p.m. While hiking 
a trail near the edge of the 
woods Obney heard heavy 
un-human like footsteps and 
deep vibrating grunts. He 
originally thought he was 
hearing a deer or another 
person walking. But he said 
the steps were slow, spaced 
out, and much heavier than 
a human would make. 
Obney noticed movement 
minutes later. About 50 
yards from where he was 
standing, a tall figure stepped 
out from between two trees. 
He described the brute as 
seven to eight feet tall, with 
long arms dangling low at its 
sides, covered with dark 
brown hair. Obney said the 
creature walked upright and 
seemed aware of his pres-
ence. 

“The craziest part was the 
sound it made, a deep grunt 
that echoed through the 
woods before it stepped back 
behind the trees and disap-
peared after that,” he said.

Two more intense sight-
ings were reported to the 
Sheriff’s Department the 
next day in Garrettsville, 
Ohio. Jacob Taylor and his 
friend (who asked to remain 
anonymous) recounted their 
encounter while hiking 
Headwaters Trail. Just before 
noon, Taylor and his friend 
noticed movement in the 
trees approximately 30 feet 
ahead of them. Suddenly, 
they saw a giant figure 
covered in black hair stand-
ing and watching them. The 
duo froze and looked on in 
awe. They said the monster 
had broad shoulders and 
unusually long arms. It 
walked upright on two legs, 
and must have been heavy, 
because the ground shook 
slightly as it passed between 
the trees.

“We also noticed a strong, 

musky smell in the air. It 
turned its head toward us, let 
out a deep, grunt-like noise, 
and then quickly stepped 
back into the trees. We were 
both pretty shaken up and 
didn’t approach the area any 
closer. It all happened so 
quick,” Taylor’s companion 
said.

Garrettsville is in Portage 
County. Portage County 
Sheriff Bruce Zuchowski said 
they’d received reports from 
ten individuals in the area 
who had sighted the crea-
ture. Many reported smelling 
a musty odor before the 
animal scampered back into 
the woods.

Another incident 
occurred around 6 p.m. in 
the evening near the town of 
Windham. An elderly lady 
looking out her living room 
window saw something 
unusual running from the 
woods onto her neighbor’s 
property. She described a 
creature about six feet tall, 
completely brown, and mov-
ing with long strides.

“I know what I saw, but I 
don’t know what I saw,” the 
woman said.

Another encounter was 
reported the next day in 
Newton Township. In an 
emotional interview a man 
recounted that he’d let his 
German Shepherd out at 4 
a.m. The dog immediately 
started “freaking out” and 
lunged towards some trees. 
In the commotion, the man 
described seeing a very large 
9–10-foot shadow crashing 
away through the woods. 
When the man finally 
brought his dog inside, it was 
scared and shaking.

With all of these recent 
reported sightings in Ohio, 
Bigfoot enthusiasts have 
been flocking to the state. If 
you are so inclined and find 
yourself in the woods with a 
Bigfoot in sight, please grab 
your phone and take a 
picture. We would all love to 
see it…

JODY DYER is a colum-
nist, author, and former 
teacher. Described by some 
as a Renaissance man, he is 
a baseball fan, coffee roaster, 
and accomplished feral hog 
trapper. He likes to read, 
appreciates the outdoors, 
and is good with dogs and 
children. He is the father of 
three, and lives with his wife 
in Texas.
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CITY GIRL
It happened again…

By Linda Brendle

…and this time, it hap-
pened right next door!

Palm Sunday morning, 
David was getting ready for 
church when he heard fren-

zied barking 
in the back 
yard. He ran 
out and saw 
a large white 
dog attack-
ing one of 
the neigh-
bors’ goats. 
He began 
shouting and 

throwing sticks until the dog 
ran off. Then, he ran to the 
neighbors’ house and banged 
on the door until he roused 
someone. After explaining 
what had happened, David 
and two of the teenaged 
daughters ran out to check 
on the goats followed by the 
rest of the family.

Shortly after the family 
moved in, they acquired a 
small goat they kept for a 
pet. I’m not certain, but I 
think he often spent a few 
nights in the house. Then 
there were more goats, and 
as of that Sunday morning, 
there were five full-sized 
Nubian goats and six kids. I 
should have suspected some-
thing when, the day before, I 
spotted four dogs running 
through our yard. I didn’t 
think much about it at the 
time, but they were led by a 
large white dog who I now 
believe was planning his 
early morning raid.

When David returned 
home to finish getting ready 
for church, he told me what 
had happened. Aside from 
the victim, who had a gaping 
wound in her right flank, two 
of the kids were missing, and 
the rest of the small herd was 
so traumatized they wouldn’t 

come out of hiding so they 
could be checked. By Tues-
day, all the kids had been 
located, and the rest of the 
adult goats were okay, at 
least physically. They didn’t 
all come out of hiding until 
the end of the week. 

One of the other neigh-
bors recognized the attack 
dog, and when confronted 
about the incident, the 
owner said the dog had been 
disposed of. Whether that 
means the dog was put down 
or taken away is not certain, 
but I haven’t seen him since. 
I did see two loose dogs 
running through our yard on 
Saturday causing the 
remaining goats to huddle 
together and stare warily at 
the unwelcome visitors. I 
wasn’t too worried about 
these two, though. One is 
missing its right hind leg, and 
the other is a dachshund, so 
I seriously doubt either could 
make it over the fence. Still, 
they have no business run-
ning loose and terrorizing the 
neighborhood.

The wounded goat con-
tinued to go downhill, and 
the decision was made to put 
him out of his misery. Friday 
morning, I heard a gunshot, 
and looked out my kitchen 
window to see a man I didn’t 
recognize standing over the 
lifeless body of the goat. I 
don’t know if he was paying 
his respects or making sure 
one shot was enough, but if 
it was the dog owner, I hope 
he was coming face to face 
with the results of his 
irresponsibility. Another 
neighbor came with his 
tractor, and the two men 
gave the goat a decent 
burial.

Almost two years ago, a 
similar event happened to 
another Rains County fam-

ily. Their herd consisted of 
nine does, one being preg-
nant, nine kids, and one Billy 
– and then the dogs came. A 
pack of five made a midnight 
raid, killing the Billy and two 
kids, wounding three others, 
and traumatizing the preg-
nant doe so badly that she 
and the kid died during the 
delivery.

Both families have done 
their part. Their goats aren’t 
allowed to roam the neigh-
borhood, destroying land-
scaping and gardens. In the 
earlier case, the entire farm 
is fenced off, and the goats 
spend the nights in a special 
pen with a shed. And 
although my neighbors don’t 
have a separate goat pen, 
their entire property is 
fenced. But determined dogs 
went over, under, or through 
to get to their prey. Maybe 
the dogs weren’t hunting. 
Maybe they were just playing 
chase. But the results were 
the same. And I shudder to 
think what might have hap-
pened if there had been a 
bunch of children playing 
outside.

I ended the column about 
the first attack with plaintive 
question from the daughter, 
and that’s how I’ll end this 
one. “Land owners spend 
thousands of dollars, not 
including time and hard 
work, to fence their places, 
to keep their animals safe, 
and to keep their own 
animals in. Why should they 
have to also worry about the 
fact that you don’t tend to 
yours?”

Linda Brendle writes a weekly 
column for Believers’ Baptist 
Church. She is a published author 
and also writes about caregiving, 
faith, and family on her blog at http:/
/ w w w . L i f e A f t e r C a r e g i v i n g .
WordPress.com. You can e-mail her 
at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What are the most popular 

ages that people start taking 
their Social Security retirement 

benefits? I’m 
turning 62 
later this year 
and trying to 
decide when 
to start taking 
my benefits.

Born in 64

Dear 64,
You can 

sign up to begin your Social 
Security retirement benefits 
any time after age 62. How-
ever, your monthly payments 
will be larger for each month 
you delay claiming them up 
until age 70. This adds up to 
around 6 to 8 percent higher 
payments every year you 
delay.

To get a breakdown on 
exactly how much your 
claiming age affects your 
benefits, visit Social Secu-
rity’s Retirement Age Calcu-
lator at SSA.gov/benefits/
ret irement/planner/agein-
crease.html. This tool pro-
vides your full retirement age 
(FRA) – which is 67 for 
anyone born in 1960 or later 
– and shows how much your 
benefits will be reduced by 
taking early payments or 
increased by delaying them.

In the meantime, here’s a 
rundown of when people 
start receiving retirement 
benefits (according to the 
most recent SSA statistical 
data), and how signing up at 

each age impacts your pay-
out.

Age 62: This is the 
earliest possible age you can 
sign up for Social Security. 
According to the SSA, in 
2024, 23.3 percent of women 
and 22 percent of men 
signed up for Social Security 
at 62. But if you sign up at 
this age, you’ll get a 30 
percent smaller Social Secu-
rity payment if your FRA is 
67.

Age 63: Age 63 is one of 
the least popular options for 
choosing to start Social 
Security benefits – 6.2 per-
cent of men and 6.4 percent 
of women began claiming 
their benefits at this age in 
2024. A worker with a FRA 
of 67 will get a 25 percent 
pay cut by signing up at this 
age.

Age 64: This is another 
relatively unpopular age to 
begin collecting Social Secu-
rity benefits – just 6.5 per-
cent of men and 7 percent of 
women started collecting at 
age 64. Social Security pay-
ments are reduced by 20 
percent for those with a FRA 
of 67.

Age 65: In 2024, 15.3 
percent of men and women 
decided to collect Social 
Security at age 65, which is 
also the enrollment age for 
Medicare. By starting at this 
age, you’ll see you monthly 
payments reduced by 13.3 
percent if your FRA is 67.

Age 66: This is FRA for 
people born between 1943 

and 1954, which has made 
this a very popular age to 
begin collecting. In 2024, 27 
percent of men and 25.3 
percent of women sign up for 
benefits at 66. But since your 
FRA is 67, you’ll get a 6.7 
percent pay cut if you sign up 
here.

Age 67: People born in 
1960 or later will be able to 
claim unreduced Social 
Security payments starting at 
this age. In 2024, 14.5 per-
cent of men and 13 percent 
of women did this.

Age 68: In 2024, 12.5 
percent of men and 12.3 
percent of women delayed 
their Social Security benefits 
until age 68. Waiting one 
extra year beyond your FRA 
of 67 will increase your 
benefit by 8 percent.

Age 69: In 2024, 14.5 
percent of men and 13.2 
percent of women claimed 
their retirement benefits at 
69, which increased their 
benefits by 16 percent.

Age 70 and older: Wait-
ing to age 70 offers the 
biggest possible payout – a 24 
percent increase over your 
FRA of 67. In 2024, 8.4 
percent of women and 9.1 
percent of men held out until 
this age.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
When Do Most Americans Take Social Security?

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

by Bartee Haile
Before he boarded the PT 

boat on Mar. 10, 1942 that 
would carry him to Aus-
tralia, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur told the highest 

r a n k i n g 
Texas Aggie 
on Corregi-
dor to “keep 
the flag fly-
ing.”

C o l . 
George F. 
Moore was 
still a larger-
than-life fig-

ure, when he returned to 
College Station nearly three 
decades after receiving his 
diploma and commission in 
1908. The two-season letter-
man in football earned the 
nickname “Old Maud” with 
a mule-like kick said to have 
sent a pigskin spiraling over 
the spires atop a three-story 
structure.

While congress was 
kick-starting conscription 
and National Guard units 
were being activated in the 
fall of 1940, Moore got his 
orders for a third tour of the 
Philippines. From the Corps 
of Cadets, the A&M com-
mandant handpicked 25 
graduating Aggies to accom-
pany him.

Moore arrived at Corregi-
dor in January 1941 with the 
new rank of brigadier gen-
eral, making him “the first 
graduate of Texas A&M to 
reach flag officer rank in the 
Regular Army” according to 
Henry C. Dethloff in Texas 
Aggies Go to War. As the 
man responsible for turning 
1,735 acres in the middle of 
Manila Bay into an impreg-
nable fortress, he had his 
work cut out for him.

Three weeks after the 
unforgettable “day of 
infamy” at Pearl Harbor, the 
Japanese launched their 
attack on the Bataan Penin-
sula and Corregidor. The 
same military planners, who 
regarded “The Rock” as the 
epicenter of the U.S. pres-
ence in the Pacific, knew all 
too well that help would be a 
long time coming for any-
body stuck on Corregidor.

Promoted to major gen-
eral with expanded authority 
to strengthen “The Rock,” 

Moore welcomed 
MacArthur to Corregidor on 
Christmas Eve. The com-
mander of all U.S. forces in 
the Philippines, his family 
and staff joined 11,000 
Americans and Filipinos in a 
bomb-proof burrow.

Over 30 years, the Mal-
inta tunnel complex had 
been dug out of solid rock. 
More than a quarter mile 
long and 35 feet wide with a 
20-foot ceiling and two 
dozen offshoots, the cata-
comb contained a 300-bed 
hospital, ammunition and 
supply depots, sleeping quar-
ters and a motor pool.

With their conquest of 
the Pacific almost complete, 
the Japanese turned their 
attention to Bataan and 
Corregidor in February 1942. 
Days of incessant bombing 
made electricity and drink-
ing water increasingly pre-
cious commodities.

On Feb. 21, the day after 
the president of the Philip-
pines went into wartime 
exile, FDR told Gen. 
MacArthur the time had 
come for him to get out too. 
He put off obeying the 
presidential order for two 
weeks until at last leaving in 
the dead of night.

Maj. Gen. Jonathan M. 
Wainwright took 
MacArthur’s place and 
moved his headquarters from 
Bataan to Corregidor. The 
siege dragged on for another 
month exhausting the 
shrinking stockpiles of food, 
munitions and medicine as 
well as the troops, who took 
sick in mounting numbers 
due to their weakened con-
dition.

The U.S. field comman-
der on the peninsula finally 
faced the futility of further 
fighting and offered his 
unconditional surrender on 
Apr. 9. Enough American 
soldiers fled to the fly-speck 
island to double the popula-
tion of “The Rock,” but the 
rest joined thousands of 
other prisoners on the infa-
mous Bataan Death March, 
one of the worst atrocities of 
the Second World War.

As Apr. 21 (San Jacinto 
Day and the date of the 
annual Aggie “muster”) 
approached, Major Tom 

Dooley (class of 1935) had 
an idea. A&M alumni on 
Corregidor could collectively 
celebrate Texas indepen-
dence and reminisce about 
their beloved alma mater, as 
they did every year, and a 
wire-service reporter would 
include their names in an 
article written just for the 
occasion.

That way the folks back 
home at least would know 
they were still alive.

Dooley, MacArthur’s 
aide-de-camp and a former 
yell leader at A&M, could 
not have imagined the posi-
tive impact of his plan on 
stateside morale, which was 
in bad need of a boost. In a 
glowing profile of Gen. 
Moore, the Dallas Morning 
News proudly predicted, 
“The Japs will play hell 
rooting old Maud out of 
Corregidor.”

But it was only a matter of 
time until the enemy did 
precisely that. The Japanese 
subjected The Rock to an 
unprecedented pounding on 
May 5 with one 500-pound 
artillery shell striking the 
crater-covered island every 
five seconds for five hellish 
hours.

The Japanese troops that 
landed on Corregidor at 
midnight were met by deter-
mined defenders personally 
led by the Aggie general, 
George Moore. The Ameri-
cans and their brave Filipino 
allies fought like demons in 
ferocious combat that was 
often hand-to-hand, but 
sheer numbers slowly drove 
them back to the tunnel 
entrance.

Eight hundred American 
soldiers gave their lives that 
last bloody morning on Cor-
regidor before Wainwright 
and Moore decided more 
sacrifice would serve no 
purpose. After all weapons 
larger than handguns and 
classified documents were 
destroyed, they formally 
capitulated and submitted to 
a nightmarish captivity that 
lasted the rest of the war.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.
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Aggies Muster Before the end on Corregidor

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

which her three children ride 
and is into crafts such as 
crocheting. She is a big 
reader with a goal of reading 
160 books, has been married 

10 years and lives with cows, 
rabbits and chickens.

She says that the Friends 
of the Rains County Public 
Library is a great organiza-

tion and would welcome new 
members. If interested, con-
tact her at fol.rains@gmail.
com.
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The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
released the following infor-
mation for Lake Fork and 
Lake Tawakoni taken on 
January 14:

Fork: Good. Normal 
stain; 55 degrees; 3.03 feet 
below pool. The morning 
bass bite is slow but improves 
midday and evening. Chat-
terbaits, lipless crankbaits, 
squarebill crankbaits are fair 
in 3-5 feet along break line 
and outside edges of docks. 
Texas rigs and jigs are fair on 
docks with cover 3-5 feet. 
Report by Marc Mitchell, 
Mitchell's Guide Service.

Lake Fork crappie fishing 
is nothing short of on fire 
right now. This is the best 
time to catch limits of fish 
consistently with the occa-
sional big fish. Fish are in 

14-60 feet of water related to 
timber, brush, tires, bridges, 
ledges and points. These fish 
are very hungry and feeding 
on shad. Any crappie bait 
you want to try should work 
right now. Small hand tied 
jigs and minnows are work-
ing extremely well and soft 
plastic baits of all kinds 
should also work. Use small 
baits most days, but many 
fish we clean have shad in 
the 3-4 inch range. Report by 
Jacky Wiggins, Jacky Wig-
gins Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 53 degrees; 
1.87 feet below pool. The 
unseasonably warm tempera-
tures are confusing the fish 
on Lake Tawakoni. The 
main lake temperature is 57 
degrees, reaching 60 degrees 
in some areas. The hybrid 

and white bass bite is some-
what tough. Some days three 
boat limits are possible then 
the next day catches are few. 
This should improve as water 
declines to the low 50s. The 
eating sized blue catfish bite 
is still good in 35-45 feet 
with punch bait. Trophy 
catfish are good in 3-20 feet 
with cut shad. We are 
consistently seeing fish in the 
30-50 pound range. Crappie 
are good on the 2 mile bridge 
in 15-25 feet of water with 
minnows or jigs. Largemouth 
bass are tough. If the weather 
stays warm a few more weeks 
the fishing for the large-
mouth will improve. Report 
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORT

Women’s Service Club
The Women’s Service 

Club had their executive 
meeting to discuss the 
success of the Baked Potato 
To Go dinner. It was a great 
success! 

The Ladies appreciate 

everyone who came to the 
event. It is one of many 
fundraisers they have 
planned this year and they 
encourage everyone to con-
tinue supporting Women’s 
Service Club events. The 

events help with Scholar-
ships, Adopt-A-Cadet, Pop-
pers in the Park and lighting 
the Courthouse at Christ-
mas.

Reported by
Jeannine Hayes

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
Lights Out, Texas!

Texans have two chances 
each year to take a front row 
seat and witness one of 
North Americas’ most spec-

t a c u l a r 
events, bird 
m i g r a t i o n . 
B e g i n n i n g 
March 1 and 
l a s t i n g 
t h r o u g h 
m i d - J u n e , 
billions of 

birds will take flight as part 
of their annual spring migra-
tion; and when the weather 
starts getting cooler, they 
will begin their return trip for 
fall migration, starting in 
early September through late 
October.

Migration is a seasonal 
movement from one location 
to another due to instinctual 
survival skills. There are four 
general north-south migra-
tion paths, or flyways, fol-
lowed by North American 
birds. These highway-like 
paths are called the Atlantic, 
the Mississippi, the Central, 
and the Pacific Flyways.

Uniquely positioned 
where the Mississippi Flyway 
and the Central Flyway 
meet, Texas is a major 
migration corridor and plays 
an important role in migra-
tory patterns of North Amer-
ican birds. Due to the expan-
sive variety of ecosystems, 
Texas offers birds an abun-
dance of options for refueling 
and resting while on their 
journey.

Migrating birds often 
travel at night when atmo-
spheric conditions are rela-
tively stable, and they use 
natural light from the moon 
and stars to help guide their 
way. Unfortunately, migrat-
ing birds are often disori-
ented, by artificial lights 
found on homes and build-
ings, causing confusion and 
navigational errors. The 
additional energy needed to 
get back on track often leads 
to building collisions and 
fatalities.

Since 1970, North Ameri-
can bird populations have 
decreased nearly 30 percent. 
Birds are essential to healthy 
ecosystems and human com-
munities by providing pest 
control, pollination, seed 
dispersal, and multiple eco-
nomic benefits. Habitat loss, 
deforestation, and pesticide 
use continue to be major 
factors in declining bird 
populations; however, 
deadly collisions, due to 
disorientation and confusion 
brought on by man-made 
structures, buildings, and 
artificial lighting, are among 
the most preventable 
threats.

The Spring Migration 
Peak Period, when we will 
see the most activity by our 
flying friends, across Texas 
begins April 22 and lasts 
through May 12. Lights Out, 
Texas! a campaign by 
Audubon Texas, the state 
branch of the National 

Audubon Society, empha-
sizes migratory bird safety 
through education, aware-
ness, and action. Lights Out, 
Texas! encourages you to 
take these simple steps to 
help minimize migratory bird 
accidents.

Turn off non-essential 
lights from 11:00 p.m. to 
6:00 a.m.

Avoid using landscape 
lighting on trees where birds 
may be nesting

For essential lights, try 
these practices to minimize 
light pollution:

Aim lights down
Use motion detectors so 

lights go on only when you 
need them

Close blinds at night to 
minimize lights being emit-
ted from windows

To find out more about 
Lights Out, Texas! visit 
https://tx.audubon.org/.

The Texas A&M Depart-
ment of Ecology and Conser-
vation Biology asks Texans 
to report any encounters of 
bird-building collisions by 
visiting http://tx.ag/birdreport. 
Reporting bird-building col-
lisions helps document and 
reduce incidents.

If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact me, 
903-473-4580 or email 
Sarah.Latham@ag.tamu.edu. 
To view upcoming events or 
additional information, 
please follow Rains County 
AgriLife on Facebook.

Visit us online
RainsCountyLeader.com

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
TPW Commission Approves ‘26-27 Statewide 

Hunting, Migratory Game Bird Regulations
AUSTIN — The Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion has approved the fol-
lowing changes to 2026-27 
Statewide Hunting and 
Migratory Game Bird procla-
mations:

Migratory Game Bird 
Regulations

The South Zone dove 
hunting season structure 
during the first segment will 
include an earlier regular 
season opening date (Sept. 1 
– Oct. 25), eliminate the 
Special White-winged Dove 
Days, and institute standard-
ized daily bag limits and 
shooting hours across all 
days in the South Zone. The 
second segment will be 
December 18, 2026, to 
January 21, 2027.

Upland Game Bird 
Regulations

Chachalaca and quail 

hunting season dates were 
aligned (November 1, 2026 – 
February 28, 2027).

Matagorda and Wharton 
counties were closed to wild 
turkey hunting due to the 
decline in wild turkey popu-
lations in the area.

Due to the overall decline 
in wild turkey populations 
across Texas, annual bag 
limits were changed to only 
gobblers and bearded hens in 
counties where either sex is 
currently allowed for wild 
turkey hunting.

Big Game Regulations 

"Doe days" were expanded 
to a 16-day season that 
begins the second Saturday 
of General Season and closes 
the Sunday following 
Thanksgiving in Austin, 
Bastrop, Caldwell, Colorado, 
Comal (east of IH 35), 
DeWitt, Fayette, Goliad 
(north of U.S. Highway 59), 
Gonzales, Guadalupe, Hays 

(east of IH 35), Jackson 
(north of U.S. Highway 59), 
Karnes, Lavaca, Lee, Travis 
(east of IH 35), Victoria 
(north of U.S. Highway 59), 
Waller, Washington, Whar-
ton (north of U.S. Highway 
59), and Wilson counties.

The definition of "muz-
zleloader" was defined to 
allow the use of new muz-
zleloading technology for the 
take of white-tailed deer.

Hunters hitting the field 
in the upcoming season 
should make note of these 
changes and follow all regu-
lations set for species, tag-
ging, bag limits, counties, 
season dates, means and 
methods. Hunters can check 
the Outdoor Annual for 
approved season dates for 
the 2026-27 season begin-
ning in early April on the 
TPWD website. All other 
information currently in the 
Outdoor Annual reflects last 
season’s regulations.
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medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

The Rains County Sher-
iff’s Office took the following 
reports of activity during the 
week of March 31-April 5:

Arrests

4-1: Jed 
Rea Mason. 
Assault fam-
i l y / h o u s e -
hold member 
with previ-
ous convic-
tion if at 
trial, bond 

denied.
4-1: Richard Alvin Gillis. 

Possession of a controlled 
substance PG 1/1-B greater 
than or equal to 1 gr. less 
than 4 gr., no bond listed.

4-2: Jasmine Idessa 
Fincher. Attack by dog 
resulting in serious bodily 
injury, $75,000 bond.

4-2: Mason Eli Aber-
nathy. Unlawful installation 
of tracking device, $500 
bond.

4-4: Matthew Glen 
Barnes. Possession of con-
trolled substance PG 1/1-B 
less than or equal to 4 gr. less 
than 200 gr., no bond listed.

Calls

3-31: FM 515 Traffic 
hazard; FM 513 Mental 
subject; FM 47 Medical 
assist; CR 3030 Controlled 
burn; FM 275 Livestock on 
roadway; Quitman St. 
Escort; Hwy. 276 East 
Tawakoni Reckless driver; 
Sheriff’s Office (SO) lobby 
Meet complainant; FM 47 
Accident; SO lobby Meet 
complainant; CR 1640 
Domestic disturbance; SO 
lobby Report of theft; Hwy. 
19S Medical assist; FM 2946 
Accident; S Dunbar Ln. 
Welfare concern; Mead-
owview Ln. Animal at large; 
Hwy. 19S Reckless driving; 
Hwy. 19N Medical assist; 
FM 3274 Grass fire; CR 3330 
Welfare concern; PR 5796 
Agency assist.

4-1: CR 3317 Distur-
bance; SO Warrant service; 
S Dunbar Ln. Suspicious 
person; CR 3202 Medical 
assist; FM 47 Livestock on 
roadway; Airport Rd. City 
ordinance violation; S Dun-
bar Ln. City ordinance viola-
tion; SO lobby Meet com-

plainant; CR 1520 Medical 
assist; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; Ave. A Point 
Theft; SO lobby Follow up 
investigation; SO lobby 
Meet complainant; SO lobby 
Meet complainant; Hwy. 
19N Accident hit & run; CR 
1640 Medical assist; Hwy. 69 
Accident; PR 7332 Reckless 
driving; CR 1534 Criminal 
trespass; FM 779S Medical 
assist; CR 4254 Animal at 
large; CR 3130 Extra patrol; 
CR 3040 Debris in roadway; 
CR 3330 Criminal trespass; 
Moore St. Follow up investi-
gation.

4-2: SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 2400 Medical 
assist; FM 2737 Controlled 
burn; Hwy. 69 Meet com-
plainant; FM 514 Funeral 
escort; W Quitman St. 
Abandoned vehicle; CR 
3325 Medical assist; FM 275 
Controlled burn; E Lennon 
Dr. Damaged property; PR 
5501 Warrant service; 
Elaine St. Medical assist; CR 
1310 Warrant service.

4-3: CR 3345 Medical 
assist; CR 1515 Domestic 
disturbance; FM 2324 Ani-
mal welfare concern; PR 
5451 Medical assist; SO 
lobby Meet complainant; W 
Lennon Dr. Warrant service; 
E Lennon Dr. Scam; E 
Lennon Dr. Fraud; SO lobby 
Release property; Lakeview 
Dr. Criminal mischief; CR 
3202 Controlled burn; CR 
1411 Medical assist; SO 
lobby Meet complainant; W 
Lennon Dr. Warrant service; 
CR 1605 Animal welfare 
concern; FM 2946 Medical 
assist; N Texas St. Medical 
assist; Hwy. 69 Reckless 
driving; Hwy. 19 at Quitman 
St. Motorist assist; CR 1330 
Child custody; SO lobby 
Terroristic threats; Hwy. 276 
Motorist assist; Airport Rd. 
Welfare concern; FM 2324 
Suspicious vehicle; FM 47 
Suspicious vehicle; E 
Lennon Dr. Noise com-
plaint; W Lennon Dr. War-
rant service; SO lobby Meet 
complainant; CR 3150 Shot 
fired; E Lennon Dr. Acci-
dent. 

4-4: CR 1640 Domestic 
disturbance; Hwy. 69N 
Accident hit & run; Hwy. 69 
Reckless driver; E Lennon 

Dr. Business alarm; FM 515 
Suspicious activity; CR 4250 
Assault; SO lobby Scam; CR 
1155 Medical assist; CR 
1140 Medical assist; SO 
lobby Meet complainant; 
Hwy. 69 Reckless driver; CR 
3150 Public assist; FM 2324 
Medical assist; E Lennon Dr. 
Welfare concern; Hwy. 276 
East Tawakoni Disturbance; 
Puckett Pass Medical assist; 
CR 2120 Burglary; Hwy. 19 
Suspicious person.

4-5: CR 1275 Medical 
assist; CR 1495 Livestock on 
roadway; CR 1402 Mental 
subject; CR 3425 Suicidal 
subject; CR 1150 Brush fire; 
CR 3425 Medical assist; FM 
515 Welfare concern; Barnes 
St. Noise complaint; Hwy. 
69 Motorist assist; CR 1622 
Fight in progress; W Lennon 
Dr. Meet complainant; Hwy. 
69 Livestock on roadway; 
FM 2324 Medical assist.

The Sheriff’s Department 
reported 218 calls for the 
week. Among the calls were: 
1 criminal mischief, 2 crimi-
nal trespass, 1 damaged 
property, 1 debris in road-
way, 2 disturbances, 3 
domestic disturbances, 1 
escort, 2 extra patrol, 1 fight 
in progress, 1 brush fire, 2 
follow up investigation, 1 
fraud, 1 funeral escort, 4 
livestock on roadway, 13 
meet complainant, 2 mental 
subject, 2 noise complaint, 1 
grass fire, 20 public service, 6 
reckless driving, 2 scams, 1 
shots fired, 1 suicidal subject, 
1 suspicious activity, 2 suspi-
cious persons; 2 suspicious 
vehicles, 1 terrorist threats, 2 
thefts, 1 traffic hazard, 6 
warrant services, 6 welfare 
concerns, 4 accidents, 4 
controlled burns, 4 public 
assists, 1 abandoned vehicle, 
2 accident hit & run, 1 
agency assist, 1 business 
alarm, 2 animal at large, 1 
release property, 2 animal 
welfare concern, 1 assault, 3 
motorist assist, 1 burglary, 1 
child custody, and 2 city 
ordinance violation.  

There were 74 traffic 
stops, 54 warnings, 16 cita-
tions, 22 medical calls, and 
13 transports. 

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
11:

Fork: Slow. Nnormal 
stain; 54 degrees; 3.07 feet 
below pool. Water tempera-
tures have risen to 51-56 
degrees.

The morning bite is slow, 
but picks up by mid morning. 
Squarebill crankbaits and 
chatterbaits are good in 4-6 
feet around flats. Lipless 
crankbaits and suspending 
jerkbaits are good around 
ditches or drains in 5-7 feet. 
Some deeper fish showing up 
suspended over road beds 
and humps in 16-23 feet of 
water with deep diving 
crankbaits or flutter spoons. 
Report by Marc Mitchell, 
Mitchell’s Guide Service.

Crappie are stacked up on 
deep timber along the main 
lake creek channels like they 
have been all winter. Look 
for fish in the 35-60 feet 
depth range with fish around 

15-30 feet down. We still 
have some fish on other 
patterns like bridges, brush 
piles, tire reefs, points and 
ledges. These are more hit or 
miss and may be smaller fish. 
Small hand tied jigs and 
minnows are working well 
and I’m sure soft plastics will 
produce fish also. The most 
important thing I’ve seen 
after the last huge cold front 
is to fish slowly. Try to keep 
your baits in the strike zone 
just above fish as long as 
possible and as still as 
possible. Low wind days may 
be the best days for catching 
fish until the water tempera-
ture begins rising up and the 
bite changes. Not all fish will 
bite and you may see fifty 
percent of the fish bite well 
and the other half just do not 
respond to baits. Do not 
spend tons of time on non 
responsive fish. Move on to 
fish that want to bite and 
you’ll end up filling the 
cooler up. Report by Jacky 
Wiggins, Jacky Wiggins 
Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 52 degrees; 
1.98 feet below pool.

The white bass and 
hybrid-striper are still feed-
ing. The best bite was with 
soft plastics in 20-25 feet on 
the main lake. Eating sized 
blue catfish are good in 
40-50 feet on small cut shad 
and punch bait. Bigger fish 
are being caught compared 
to last week. The trophy 
catfish are good as fish feed 
up due to the falling temper-
atures. Quality fish up to 40 
pounds are on main lake 
points and mid depths in 
30-45 feet of water. The 
crappie are still fair on bridge 
columns and deep timber 
with jigs in 20-28 feet. The 
largemouth bass bite has 
slowed down with the cold 
shallow water temperature. 
Try rip rap with larger 
plastics in 8-12 feet. Report 
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORT

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
A Matter of Balance

According to a compiled 
list of fall-related statistics by 
the National Council on 
Aging (2023), 1 in 4 Ameri-

cans over 
age sixty-five 
fall every 
year, making 
falls the 
l e a d i n g 
cause of fatal 
and non-fa-
tal injuries in 

the United States. Addition-
ally, every eleven seconds 
someone over age sixty-five 
is treated in the emergency 
room for fall-related injuries 
and every nineteen minutes 
someone dies from a fall-
related injury. In other 
words, falls are responsible 
for more than 3 million ER 
visits and more than 32,000 
deaths annually. The fear of 
falling can lead to reduced 
activities, physical health 
decline, social isolation and 
depression.

Aging comes with a 
variety of unique quirks, 
oddities and issues, but 
falling and fall-related 
injuries are at the top of the 
list of concerns. Factors 
contributing to fall risks 
include,

Physical Factors: Age-
related changes in vision, 
balance, and muscle strength 
can increase the likelihood 
of falls. Chronic health 
conditions such as arthritis, 
osteoporosis, and Parkinson's 
disease can also impair 
mobility and balance, mak-
ing individuals more suscep-

tible to falls.
Environmental Hazards: 

Cluttered living spaces, 
inadequate lighting, slippery 
floors, uneven surfaces, and 
lack of handrails or grab-bars 
significantly contribute to 
fall risks.

Medications: Certain 
medications, particularly 
those that cause dizziness, 
drowsiness, or changes in 
blood pressure, can increase 
the risk of falls.

Lifestyle Factors: Seden-
tary behavior, lack of physi-
cal activity, and poor nutri-
tion can weaken muscles, 
decrease bone density, and 
compromise overall health, 
thereby increasing suscepti-
bility to falls.

Falling, fall-related 
injuries, and a fear of falling 
do not have to be a guaran-
teed part of aging. Falls can 
be avoided through lifestyle 
changes and participation in 
evidence-based fall preven-
tion programs. A Matter of 
Balance (AMOB), an eight-
session evidence-based fall 
prevention program, has 
been specifically designed to 
help seniors aged sixty and 
older reduce their fear of 
falling and increase activity 
levels. Many older adults 
who develop this fear often 
limit their activities, which 
can result in physical weak-
ness, making the risk of 
falling even greater. Activi-
ties are conducted in two-
hour sessions once a week 
over an eight-week period. 
AMOB addresses physical, 

environmental, medical, and 
lifestyle factors associated 
with falling along with 
introducing evidence-based 
exercises. Attending an 
AMOB course significantly 
reduces the risk of falls and 
helps improve quality of life 
for aging individuals.

Rains County AgriLife 
will be hosting A Matter of 
Balance. This eight-session 
program will be held every 
Wednesday from 10:00 am 
-12:00 noon beginning April 
1 at the Rains County 
AgriLife Extension office, 
located at 410 Tawakoni Dr. 
in Emory.  Please consider 
joining if you are concerned 
about falls, have fallen in the 
past, have restricted your 
activities due to falling 
concerns, or have an interest 
in improving balance, flexi-
bility, and strength.

Call to reserve your spot! 
If you or someone you love 
has experienced a fall or has 
a fear of falling, call the 
Rains County AgriLife 
Extension office at 903- 
473-4580 to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited. This 
program is open to all and is 
free of charge.

If you have questions or 
concerns, contact 903-473-
4580 or email Sarah.Lath-
am@ag.tamu.edu. To view 
upcoming events or addi-
tional information visit http-
s://rains.agrilife.org/ or follow 
Rains County AgriLife on 
Facebook.

Visit us online: www.RainsCountyLeader.com
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Flushing Out
a Poacher

On Nov. 2, Henderson 
County Game Wardens filed 
charges against a man for 
hunting without landowner 
consent. The wardens had 
been investigating the sus-
pect since last deer season, 
when they found an unusual 
hunting blind made out of a 
converted port-a-potty. 
Unable to catch the suspect 
last year, wardens set up a 
game camera along the prop-
erty line in hopes the hunter 
would return to hunt the 
same unusual blind.

On the opening morning 
of deer season, the camera 
captured the suspect walking 
to his "toilet stand." Not long 
after, wardens confronted the 
hunter and he confessed to 
hunting without permission. 
Charges were filed, and the 
man removed the blind and 
feeder from the property.

Bailout Results
in Bale-Out

While assisting other law 
enforcement agencies as part 
of Operation Lone Star, a 

Texas Game Warden and his 
K9 partner, Jake, were called 
to track a bailout suspect. 
Before starting their search 
for the bailout, though, Jake 
alerted to the vehicle — an 
indication people could be 
inside. However, Jake and his 
partner began pursuing the 
track of the bailout suspect 
and left the vehicle alone so 
it could be processed for 
evidence.

After successfully locating 
and aiding in the apprehen-
sion of their suspect, the 
game warden received a call 
from the agent at the scene 
and were surprised to learn 
the haybale in the bed of the 
truck had just flipped over 
and requested assistance. 
Officers discovered 10 
undocumented individuals 
hiding inside the fake hay 
bale.

Baiting and Blasting

On Sept. 13, an Atascosa 
County Game Warden was 
monitoring a property where 
illegal hunting activity was 
suspected. After hearing sev-
eral shotgun blasts, the war-
den entered the property and 

discovered two men hunting 
dove over bait. It was during 
a special white-wing only 
season and only two mourn-
ing doves were allowed per 
hunter. The hunters were 
intentionally over their limit 
of mourning dove and were 
still actively hunting when 
the warden arrived.

While investigating the 
incident, the warden looked 
through feed sacks in the bed 
of a truck. He was surprised 
to discover two cleaned out, 
untagged jake Rio Grande 
turkeys in an empty feed 
sack. One hunter admitted to 
shooting them earlier in the 
day and had asked the second 
hunter to dispose of the 
carcasses, which he had not 
yet done.

The hunters were issued 
citations for killing turkeys 
out of season, exceeding the 
daily bag limit of mourning 
doves, placing bait to attract 
and hunting over bait. The 
illegally taken game was 
seized and donated. Cases 
and civil restitution are 
pending.

GAME WARDEN FIELD NOTES

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Border wall through Big Bend apparently on hold

After public outcry, a 
physical border wall through 
Big Bend National Park 
appears to be on hold, The 

Texas Tri-
b u n e 
reported.

In Febru-
ary, the 
T r u m p 
administra-
tion waived 
more than 
two dozen 
environmen-

tal laws in order to clear the 
way for a 150-mile-long wall 
through West Texas, includ-
ing Big Bend and the adjoin-
ing state park. Opposition 
quickly arose from people 
and politicians from both 
parties.

The sheriffs of Brewster, 
Culberson, Hudspeth, Pre-
sidio and Terrell counties — 
a mix of Democrats and 
Republicans — wrote an 
open letter that said: “Based 
on decades of combined 
experience working with this 
terrain, we believe that 
construction of a continuous 
physical border wall in the 
Big Bend region would not 
represent the most practical 
or strategic approach to 
border security in this area.”

Now, a map on the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion website no longer indi-
cates plans to construct a 
physical wall in the Big Bend 
region. It is unclear if those 
plans are final, since the map 
has been changed several 
times in the past few weeks.

The rugged area histori-

cally has been the least-busy 
of the nine Border Patrol 
sectors, accounting for just 
1.3 percent of the 237,538 
apprehensions recorded 
along the entire U.S.-Mexico 
border during the last fiscal 
year.

State on trial for un-
airconditioned prisons

The state of Texas is now 
on trial in an Austin federal 
court to determine whether 
it must provide air-condi-
tioning in state prisons, 
kut.org reported. Inmates 
and their attorneys have 
argued for decades that 
summer conditions — where 
temperatures can reach 110 
degrees — constitute cruel 
and unusual punishment.

“The Constitution 
requires living conditions 
that are not exposing indi-
viduals to high heat levels, 
and the evidence has consis-
tently shown that what 
TDCJ has done as an 
alternative has just not been 
effective,” attorney Brandon 
Duke said. “It’s not a 
solution.”

The state counters that it 
is bringing more AC online 
at its prisons. Plaintiff attor-
neys say at least five inmates 
have died in Texas from 
heat-related illness since 
2023.

The Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice says it 
would cost $1.5 billion to 
install air-conditioning sys-
tems at all its prisons, and 
that state lawmakers must 
approve the funding.

U.S. District Judge Robert 
Pittman is expected to rule 
from the bench after the trial 
concludes.

Camp Mystic files 
application to reopen 

this summer

Camp Mystic has filed an 
application with the state to 
reopen this summer, the 
Houston Chronicle reported. 
More than two dozen chil-
dren and two camp coun-
selors were killed in the July 
4 flash floods that swept the 
camp. The Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Ser-
vices, which oversees camp 
licensing, said it has received 
complaints about the camp 
and that it will be “investi-
gated for violations of the 
laws and rules governing 
youth camps.”

DSHS has been sued by 
the parents of nine victims 
who contend the camp was 
wrongfully licensed just two 
days before the disaster last 
summer, even though it 
lacked an evacuation plan. 
In a separate case, a Travis 
County judge has ordered 
Camp Mystic to preserve for 
future examination the cab-
ins and grounds damaged in 
the floods.

Camp leaders are asking 
for permission to open its 
Cypress Lake campus, which 
they said is “in compliance 
with all aspects of the state’s 
new camp safety laws and 
has implemented additional 
safety measures that exceed 
the requirements of those 
laws.”

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

***
Visit us online at:

www.rainscountyleader.com

Advertising
Works

903-473-2653

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

Dear Savvy Senior,
My husband and I are 

relocating to a nearby state to 
be closer to our daughter and 
will need to find a new primary 
care physician when we arrive. 

We are both 
in our late 70s 
and are inter-
ested in get-
ting a geriatri-
cian to over-
see our health 
care going 
forward. Any 
sug g e s t i on s 
for finding 

someone?

Searching for Care

Dear Searching,
Choosing a geriatrician as 

your primary care doctor in 
your 70s is a good idea, 
especially if you’re dealing 
with various age-related 
health problems. But if 
you’re in relatively good 
health you may not need a 
geriatrician. A good primary 
care doctor with an age-
friendly philosophy may be 
all you need. Here’s what 
you should know.

Who Needs a 
Geriatrician?

Geriatricians are primary 
care doctors that have addi-
tional specialized training in 
treating older patients. 
Those who can benefit the 
most from seeing a geriatri-
cian are seniors age 75 and 
older with multiple health 
and age-related problems 
such as cardiovascular dis-
ease, diabetes, hypertension, 
incontinence, osteoporosis, 
cognitive decline, frailty, 
depression, or trouble with 
balance and falls.

Geriatricians are also 
particularly adept at tackling 
medication problems. 
Because many seniors take 
multiple medications at the 
same time for various health 
conditions, and because 
aging bodies often absorb 
and metabolize drugs differ-
ently than younger adults, 
unique side effects and drug 
interactions are not uncom-
mon. A geriatrician will 
evaluate and monitor your 
medications to be sure they 
are not affecting you in a 
harmful way.

Geriatricians can also help 
their patients and families 
determine their long-term 
care needs, like how long 
they can remain in their own 
homes safely without assis-
tance, and what type of 
services may be necessary 
when they do need some 
extra help.

Unfortunately, there’s a 
shortage of geriatricians in 
the U.S., so depending on 
where you are moving, 
finding one may be difficult.

To help you locate one in 
your new area, use Medi-
care’s online find and com-
pare search tool. Just go to 
Medicare.gov/care-compare 
and click on “Doctors & 
Clinicians” and type in your 
location, then type in “geri-
atric medicine” in the Name 
& Keyword box. You can 
also get this information by 
calling Medicare at 800-633-
4227. The American Geri-
atrics Society also has a 
geriatrician-finder tool on 
their website at HealthinAg-
ing.org.

If you’re enrolled in a 
Medicare Advantage plan, 
contact your plan for a list of 

network geriatricians in your 
new area.

Keep in mind, though, 
that locating a geriatrician 
doesn’t guarantee you will be 
accepted as a patient. Many 
doctors already have a full 
patient roster and don’t 
accept any new patients. 
You’ll need to call the 
individual doctor’s office to 
find out.

Age-Friendly PCPs

If you and your husband 
are in relatively good health 
or if you can’t find a geriatri-
cian in your new area, a good 
primary care physician 
(PCP) that practices age-
friendly care would also be a 
viable choice.

To search for new PCPs, 
use the previously listed 
Medicare tools. Once you 
locate a few, call their office 
and ask if they’re accepting 
new patients and if they 
practice the 4Ms of age 
friendly care, which include: 
What Matters (your goals 
and priorities); Medication 
safety and appropriateness; 
Mentation (cognition and 
mood); and Mobility (ways 
to keep you moving).

You can also research new 
doctors at sites like Health-
grades.com and Vitals.com.

If you’re finding it hard to 
get into a new practice, you 
might even consider looking 
for a geriatric nurse practi-
tioner or advanced practice 
registered nurse to serve as 
your PCP.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Locate an Age-Friendly Doctor

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

by Bartee Haile
The search for George 

Sessions Perry, missing from 
his riverside home in Con-
necticut, entered its second 
month on Jan. 14, 1957 with 

no sign of 
the famous 
writer.

T h e 
future novel-
ist and mag-
azine con-
tributor was 
born and 
raised in the 
C e n t r a l 

Texas town of Rockdale. His 
father, owner of two drug 
stores, and artistic mother 
doted on their only child 
gladly granting his every 
wish.

Even though the Perrys 
did not live directly off the 
land, the sensitive boy 
empathized with the share-
croppers and tenant farmers 
of Milam County. Two of his 
early unpublished novels 
were scathing indictments of 
the rural poverty witnessed 
in his youth.

The head of the house-
hold died of Bright’s disease, 
which destroys the kidneys, 
in 1921, when Perry was 11 
years old. His emotionally 
fragile mother quickly mar-
ried again but took her own 
life in 1923.

According to a childhood 
friend, Perry felt responsible 
for the tragic death of his 
beloved mother. “First, 
because his failure to give her 
the affection she needed 
caused her to remarry, and 
then because he did not kill 
the husband who had made 
her so unhappy.”

The orphan rebelled 
against his domineering and 
ill-tempered grandmother 
and an uncle, who doled out 
the income from his inheri-
tance. In response to Perry’s 
bad behavior and poor 
grades, the surrogate father 
packed him off to Allen 
Academy in Bryan, where he 
shaped up and finished high 
school.

After attending South-
western University, Purdue 
and the University of Hous-
ton, Perry quit college alto-
gether and spent six months 
selling shoes and lampshades 

in Chicago. Deciding to see 
the world, he worked his way 
across the Atlantic aboard a 
freighter but was caught 
without a passport in France 
and deported to the United 
States.

Perry sweet-talked his 
uncle into giving him some 
traveling money and 
returned to Europe. Half a 
year in Spain, France and 
Algeria satisfied his wander-
lust and rekindled his inter-
est in writing.

In 1931 Perry came back 
to the Lone Star State and 
married Claire Hodges, a 
coed he met at Southwest-
ern. The newlyweds moved 
into the family home with his 
grandmother and struggled 
to survive on $100 a month 
from the groom’s inheri-
tance.

Over the next six years, 
the aspiring author produced 
six novels and more than 50 
short stories, all with rural 
Texas settings, but never got 
so much as a nibble from 
publishing houses and 
national magazines.

Perry surely would have 
given up without the stead-
fast support and encourage-
ment of his self-sacrificing 
soul mate. Claire not only 
translated his scrawl into 
neatly typed manuscripts and 
corrected his grammar but 
also stood up to her hus-
band’s dictatorial granny, 
something his own mother 
had never done.

His big break came at last 
in 1937. The Saturday 
Evening Post finally accepted 
one of Perry’s submissions 
and, Doubleday bought his 
first novel, Walls Rise Up, the 
comic tale of three Brazos 
River vagrants. Within two 
years, he sold a dozen more 
short stories and went to 
Hollywood to work on a 
movie script.

Hold Autumn in Your 
Hand, generally considered 
the best depiction of agrarian 
life in Texas, was published 
in 1941. The critically 
acclaimed book won the 
Texas Institute of Letters 
award and the National Book 
Award for the 31-year-old 
novelist and inspired the 
1945 motion picture “The 
Southerner” starring Texas 

native Zachary Scott.
Perry felt humiliated by his 

rejection for military service 
in World War II due to a stiff 
elbow suffered in a fall from 
a horse. Determined to do his 
patriotic part, he went over-
seas as a civilian war corre-
spondent and covered the 
Allied landings on Sicily in 
1943.

Perry was so traumatized 
by the horrors of combat that 
he could never again bring 
himself to write fiction. 
Light-hearted yarns about 
the colorful folk of the Texas 
countryside seemed sacrile-
gious after what he had seen.

Perry stayed busy, how-
ever, knocking out 57 maga-
zine pieces, most for the 
Saturday Evening Post and its 
sister periodical the Country 
Gentleman, between 1945 
and 1950. Twenty-four of 
those articles were for The 
Post’s popular “Cities of 
America” series, an ironic 
assignment for someone who 
openly despised urban life.

In the early 1950’s, Perry’s 
output dropped to six or 
seven articles a year. His sole 
book-length project was the 
75th anniversary history of 
Texas A&M.

Arthritis of the spine 
made writing more and more 
difficult. For years, Perry had 
put off seeing a doctor for the 
crippling condition, prefer-
ring to medicate himself with 
whiskey, and by 1954 he was 
an alcoholic wreck haunted 
by voices and hallucinations.

Shortly before the tor-
mented Texan disappeared 
in December 1956, the friend 
who would identify his body 
two months later dropped by 
the author’s Connecticut 
home. “The best thing I can 
do in this depressed state,” 
George Sessions Perry told 
the visitor, “is either jump 
into the river and swim to the 
north pole or run into the 
woods until I drop.”

The 45-year-old basket-
case must have tried to do 
the former because it was in 
the river that flowed past his 
home that searchers finally 
found his remains.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Great Writer a Miserable Human Being

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Lately there have been 
some very large lawsuits from 
several media companies 
(newspaper, cinema, online 
news, social media and 

o t h e r s ) 
against sev-
eral high-
profile artifi-
cial intelli-
gence (AI) 
s y s t e m s . 
They claim 
that AI sys-
tems are 
using a 
tremendous 

amount of research and 
copyrighted materials from 
social media sites, web sites, 
news sites, hobbyist sites, 
and countless other types of 
sites without proper attribu-
tion or compensation.

The emergence of artifi-
cial intelligence as a primary 
source of knowledge presents 
a significant dilemma for the 
future of traditional websites. 
For three decades, the web 
has operated on a simple but 
effective exchange: creators 
produce valuable content, 
and users access it through 
search engines or direct 
visits, generating traffic that 
supports further creation 
through advertising, sub-
scriptions, or visibility.

This ecosystem allowed 
for diverse perspectives, 
funding models, and eco-
nomic sustainability for con-
tent producers. However, 
the increasing number of 
lawsuits against AI providers 
reveals that AI-powered 
systems are disrupting this 
model by harvesting vast 
amounts of web content to 
train AI systems which sub-
sequently provide direct 
answers to user queries. The 
inquirer never has to visit an 
actual website to get answers 

to their questions.
This shift threatens to 

undermine the very infra-
structure that enabled AI's 
development. When users 
receive instant answers from 
AI interfaces rather than 
clicking through to websites, 
traffic declines dramatically, 
jeopardizing the revenue 
models that support quality 
journalism, educational con-
tent, and specialized exper-
tise. The convenience of AI 
comes at the cost of trans-
parency—users often cannot 
discern the original sources 
of information, raising con-
cerns about attribution, con-
text, and the potential loss of 
perspective that human cre-
ators provide.

Many websites today have 
original copyrighted infor-
mation that is provided for a 
user to view and enjoy but 
not take and use themselves 
in their own original work.

For example, a person 
may ask an AI system to 
generate a poem about a 
particular topic. To do so, 
the AI system may pull from 
its database an actual copy-
righted poem. The AI user 
may not realize that and 
include that poem in some 
work being done thinking 
that it's not really anybody's 
individual work but rather 
the public domain creation 
of an AI system.

My understanding is that 
AI systems require the end 
user to agree and accept that 
they are responsible if they 
use anything that turns out 
to be copyrighted, rather 
than the AI system. The 
original author and copyright 
owner of that poem can go 
after the person who pub-
lished it (having gotten it 
from an AI system) for 
damages in violating the 

copyright on the poem. The 
liability issues could be very 
unpleasant and expensive for 
people who had no idea they 
were publishing the original 
copyrighted work of another 
person instead of the random 
output of an AI system.

Despite the use of AI 
systems by increasing num-
bers of people to get informa-
tion in lieu of visiting web-
sites, it may be that giving 
last rites to websites may be 
premature. While AI excels 
at summarizing existing 
information, human creators 
still provide original 
research, investigative 
reporting, and authentic 
experiences that machines 
cannot replicate.

The solution likely lies in 
a recalibrated relationship 
between AI systems and 
content creators – one that 
includes proper attribution, 
fair compensation mecha-
nisms, and transparent 
sourcing. The web may 
evolve rather than disappear, 
with websites potentially 
serving as verified knowledge 
repositories that feed AI 
systems while maintaining 
their role as destinations for 
those seeking deeper engage-
ment, community interac-
tion, and authoritative con-
tent.

I suspect that the various 
lawsuits will eventually lead 
to a more cooperative envi-
ronment between web infor-
mation providers and the AI 
models that want useful, 
accurate, and timely infor-
mation. An ongoing sustain-
able compensation system 
will no doubt be a key 
element in the settlement of 
these pending lawsuits. In a 
future post I will cover how 
that might work.

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
The End of the Web?

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

***
The Rains County Leader 

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

Rains County Sheriff's Office honors 
telecommunicators during National Public 

Safety Telecommunicators Week
This week, Rains County 

Sheriff's Office proudly rec-
ognizes National Public 
Safety Telecommunicators 
Week by honoring the 
dedicated professionals who 
serve as the first point of 
contact during emergencies.

Often unseen by the 
public, telecommunicators 
play a critical role in public 
safety. They are the calm 
voice in moments of crisis, 
the steady presence during 
chaos, and the link between 
callers and emergency 
responders.

“Our telecommunicators 
demonstrate extraordinary 
strength and professionalism 

every single day,” said Dis-
patch Supervisor Tiffany 
Andrews. “They manage 
high-stress situations with 
composure and compassion. 
Their impact may not always 
be visible, but it is immeasur-
able.”

Throughout the week, 
Rains County Sheriff's Office 
is celebrating its team under 
the theme “Unseen but 
Unstoppable.” Activities 
include team appreciation 
events and opportunities for 
staff members to highlight 
one another’s contributions.

Telecommunicators work 
around the clock, answering 
emergency and non-emer-

gency calls, coordinating 
response efforts, and ensur-
ing accurate information is 
relayed quickly and effec-
tively.

Rains County Sheriff's 
Office encourages the com-
munity to take a moment 
this week to recognize and 
thank the telecommunica-
tors who serve behind the 
scenes — providing a vital 
service that supports public 
safety every day.

For more information, 
please contact Rains County 
Sheriff's Office 903-473-
3181 option 1.
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The term ‘legacy’ can 
refer to something that is 
handed down from one 
generation to another. I was 
planning to discuss a family 

h i s t o r y 
legacy that 
could be 
built and 
passed on 
via artificial 
intelligence 
(AI) to sub-
sequent gen-
e r a t i o n s . 
Now I 
believe that 

before future AI gets 
involved, today one can start 
to leave a legacy of family 
history not involving AI at 
all. As AI evolves, it could 
perhaps enhance those who 
may do legacy videos today 
to pass on down the genera-
tions.

Starting legacy activity 
before AI gets involved 
could give a head start to 
families using proven tech-
nology around today. We 
should realize that written 
documents of history and 
wisdom have been passed 
from one generation to 
another for virtually all 
human history using media 
that is available at the time.

Today may be a good time 
for families and individuals 
to start leaving their family 
history and wisdom for 
subsequent generations to 
learn from and pass on 
themselves, adding to it.

Unlike decades and gen-
erations before, the smart-
phone and its video capabil-
ity combined with low-cost 
local and cloud storage make 
leaving legacy video a price-
less gift to subsequent gener-
ations who come after you or 

other family members.
For example, older family 

members could, with the aid 
of tech-savvy family mem-
bers, generate a series of 
short videos. They could talk 
about life before the Inter-
net. It was quite different, 
and they could tell how it 
was with no Internet tech-
nology at their fingertips. 
These videos could be of 
great interest to subsequent 
grandchildren or even gener-
ations farther down the line 
long after older family mem-
bers have left the scene.

The last century is the 
first time in human recorded 
history that people could 
leave audio and video media 
for subsequent generations 
to learn from and enjoy. 
Why not take advantage of 
that never-before-available 
technology?

The tech-savvy family 
members can handle the 
setup and production of the 
videos, including storing the 
data in a local network and 
at least two different cloud 
networks for extra redun-
dancy. The redundancy 
recognizes the cold fact that 
the videos being recorded 
cannot be redone or recon-
structed after the partici-
pants in the videos are no 
longer with us in person.

To make the videos look 
their best at reasonable cost, 
low-cost items like external 
microphones and proper 
lighting and locations for 
recording the videos could 
be used to make the videos 
enjoyable to watch. Audio 
should always be crisp and 
clear because no one wants 
to hear speech that sounds 
like it was recorded in a small 
bathroom. Remote and lapel 

microphones can alleviate 
the poor audio of many 
videos that we see today.

I have some experience 
with leaving legacy audios. 
When I was in college many 
decades ago (long before 
consumer video existed), I 
was struggling with many 
issues and made two hours of 
audio cassettes describing my 
frustration and situation, not 
knowing if I or anyone else 
would ever subsequently 
hear those tapes.

I survived my challenges 
at the time and kept the 
audio tapes over the years as 
a remnant of my college life. 
In 2000, realizing that tape 
technology is disappearing 
fast, I used my computer to 
convert the two hours of 
audio to high-quality MP3 
and WMA digital audio files. 
Unlike those tape cassettes, 
the digital audio files should 
last indefinitely and cannot 
ever wear out.

Every few years I listen to 
some of my past musings and 
find it fascinating to hear 
what I was dealing with then 
firsthand; it is as if I am 
sitting next to my 20-year-
old self talking about his 
issues of the day. Fascinat-
ing.

AI may someday be inte-
gral to leaving family history 
and wisdom, but for now the 
technology available to 
nearly everyone can be used 
to get a start on it. That’s 
because time is never our 
friend when it comes to 
waiting for the best time to 
do these things. If my 
grandparents, none of whom 
I ever met, were here today, 
they’d definitely agree!

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Leaving Legacy Videos

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

by Bartee Haile
On April 14, 1865, five 

days after Lee surrendered to 
Grant at Appomattox, a 
26-year-old member of the 
“first family of the American 

stage” mur-
dered Abra-
ham Lincoln 
at Ford’s 
Theater in 
Washington, 
D.C.

The epic 
manhunt for 
John Wilkes 
Booth ended 

12 days later on a Virginia 
farm. A Union soldier under 
strict orders to take the most 
wanted man in American 
history alive fired the fatal 
shot that forever silenced the 
first presidential assassin.

That, in a nutshell, is the 
official story. But what if it’s 
not true? Is it possible that 
John Wilkes Booth lived to 
see the twentieth century 
and even spent part of his 
extended exile in Texas?

Like most Americans 
north and south of the 
Mason-Dixon line, Finis L. 
Bates never questioned the 
official version of Booth’s 
fate. The young Tennessean 
was too busy trying to make 
a go of his law practice at 
Granbury a day’s ride south-
west of Fort Worth.

Not until the early 1870’s, 
that is, when a man walked 
into his office and intro-
duced himself as John St. 
Helen. The nervous stranger 
said he tended bar in nearby 
Glen Rose and recently had 
been ordered to appear 
before a federal judge in 
Tyler for serving alcohol 
without a license.

St. Helen frankly admit-
ted that was not his real 
name and went on to tell the 
attorney that under no 
circumstances could he risk 
revealing his true identity in 
open court. Bates, who had 
many clients living under 
aliases, eased the worried 
bartender’s mind by explain-
ing the matter could be 
resolved without showing his 
face in East Texas.

St. Helen moved to 

Granbury a short time later, 
and the two became better 
acquainted. Lawyer Bates 
noticed, among other curi-
ous things, that the well-
spoken barkeep always 
seemed to have “more 
money than was warranted 
by his stock in trade” and 
possessed an intimate knowl-
edge of “every detail of 
theatrical work.” He could, 
in fact, recite most of Shake-
speare’s plays from memory.

Late one night in 1877, 
Bates rushed to the bedside 
of his friend and client. 
Gravely ill and barely able to 
speak between his desperate 
gasps for breath, St. Helen 
believed he was at Death’s 
door.

He asked his attorney to 
remove a tintype from 
underneath his pillow. Bates 
obliged giving what he pre-
sumed to be an image of a 
younger St. Helen just a 
quick glance.

In the event of his demise, 
which St. Helen thought was 
imminent, would Bates send 
the tintype along with a 
description of the circum-
stances to a Mr. Edwin 
Booth in Baltimore? Never 
one to deny a last request, 
the lawyer promised to do so.

Seconds before losing 
consciousness, St. Helen 
suddenly grabbed Bates by 
the arm. It was high time he 
knew his real name – John 
Wilkes Booth, the Lincoln 
assassin.

Bates dismissed the 
deathbed confession as the 
delirium of a dying man. But 
St. Helen did not die, and 
once he was back on his feet 
he invited his confessor to 
take a long walk with him.

Bates expected St. Helen 
to retract his bizarre revela-
tion, if he remembered it at 
all, but to his surprise he 
stuck by his statement. For 
the rest of the afternoon, St. 
Helen filled in the blanks for 
his spellbound companion.

Another southern sympa-
thizer, who did not resemble 
him in the slightest but 
happened to have Booth’s 
diary on him, perished in his 
place that night in Virginia. 

Free to resume his flight with 
no one hot on his heels, he 
headed west and did not stop 
until he reached the Indian 
Territory.

Booth wandered through 
the West before going into 
hiding in Mexico disguised as 
a priest. He returned to the 
U.S. in 1867 for a clandes-
tine reunion in San Fran-
cisco with his mother and 
older brother Junius. That 
was followed by a year of 
teaching school in New 
Orleans and the eventual 
change of address to Glen 
Rose, where John St. Helen 
was born.

At St. Helen’s insistence, 
Bates swore he would keep 
his secret. That was the 
easiest promise the attorney 
ever made because at the 
time he did not believe a 
word of the fantastic tale.

Soon after their stroll, 
Bates moved back to Ten-
nessee. Over the next two 
decades, he became a very 
successful lawyer and a self-
made expert on the Lincoln 
assassination completely 
convinced the Texas bar-
tender had been telling the 
truth.

In January 1903, Bates 
took the train to Enid, 
Oklahoma, where according 
to sensational newspaper 
reports a suicide victim 
known locally as “David 
George” had been positively 
identified as John Wilkes 
Booth. Arriving at the 
funeral parlor, Bates com-
pared the facial features of 
the corpse with the tintype 
he had held on to all those 
years and concluded that 
George, St. Helen and Booth 
were one and the same.

That was the central 
premise of the 300-page 
book Finis Bates wrote over 
the next four years. The 
Escape and Suicide of John 
Wilkes Booth sold thousands 
of copies and sparked the 
speculation that persists to 
this day.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Did Booth Find a Hiding Place in Texas

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Cary Wayne Collins
1938– 2026

A celebration of life for Cary 
Wayne Collins, 87, will be held on 
Saturday, March 28, at 2:00 p.m., 
at Emory Baptist Church.

Mr. Collins died on March 16, 
2026. He was born on April 6, 
1938, in Le Mars, Iowa, to Wayne 
Oliver Collins and Faye Margaret 
Nash.

Mr. Collins graduated from Le 
Mars High School in 1956, where 
he developed a love for mathematics, and 
pursued it academically at Colorado State 
University. Upon earning his bachelor’s 
degree, he embarked on a career that led him 
around the world as a project manager for 
Rockwell International, where he contrib-
uted his intellect and leadership to the 
development of satellite and navigation 
systems for submarines.

In 1956 he married Carolyn Jane Mallette 
in their hometown of Le Mars and they had 
six sons. He enjoyed coaching their little 

league teams, and times spent on 
the water, fishing and traveling the 
world. He had a good sense of 
humor and his sarcasm often 
brought laughter to those around 
him. His intelligence was matched 
by his ability to find joy in the 
everyday,

Mr. Collins is survived by sons, 
Ray Collins and wife Sue, Curt 
Collins and wife Donna, Stewart 

Collins, Vincent Collins and wife Mona, 
Anthony Collins and wife Tracy, and Ted 
Collins and wife Rhonda; 13 grandchildren; 
and 16 great-grandchildren; brothers, Ted 
Lee and wife Malinda, and Jack Collins; 
sisters, Suzanne Berreth and husband Clif-
ford, Kathleen Feller and husband Robert, Jill 
Collins, and Priscilla Strathman and husband 
Curt; and sister-in-law, Karen Collins.

He was preceded in death by his parents; 
sisters, Nancy, Kay and Mary Gay; and 
brother, Timothy.

Obituaries
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Dear Savvy Senior,
My adult kids keep warning 

me about scams, but it’s hard 
to know 
which calls 
and messages 
are danger-
ous. What 
scams are 
most com-
monly aimed 
at seniors 
right now?

--Almost 80

Dear Almost,
Your kids’ concerns are 

well founded. Financial 
fraud is a massive – and 
rapidly growing – problem 
for older Americans. In 2024 
alone, scams cost older 
adults an estimated $81.5 
billion, according to the 
Federal Trade Commission. 
That staggering figure 
includes both reported losses 
and the many crimes that 
likely go unreported.

While many scams today 
target people of all ages, 
older adults are often singled 
out or suffer the greatest 
financial harm. From urgent 
phone calls and alarming 
emails to online romance 
schemes and bogus invest-
ment opportunities, scam-
mers use high-pressure tac-
tics, fear and emotional 
manipulation to convince 
seniors to hand over money 
or sensitive personal infor-
mation.

Knowing the most com-
mon scams is the first line of 
defense. Here’s a list of 
scams seniors should watch 
for:

Imposter and govern-
ment scams: Fraudsters 
pretend to be from Social 
Security, Medicare, the IRS, 
the police, banks, or utility 
companies. They claim 
there’s a problem requiring 
immediate payment or per-
sonal information and may 
threaten arrest or loss of 
benefits.

Tech support scams:
Calls, emails, or pop-ups 

warn your computer has a 
virus. The scammer offers to 
“fix” it but instead steals 
money, personal data, or 
access to your device.

Grandparent or family 
emergency scams: Callers 
pose as a relative—often a 
grandchild—in distress and 
urgently request money. 
Some even use AI to mimic 
a loved one’s voice.

Investment and cryp-
tocurrency scams: Offers for 
“too good to be true” invest-
ments, including crypto or 
high-yield retirement 
schemes, often promise big 
returns but lead to large 
financial losses.

Romance scams: Scam-
mers build fake online 
relationships on social 
media, dating sites and other 
interactive platforms, then 
invent emergencies or 
investment opportunities to 
get money. Seniors have lost 
millions to these schemes.

Medicare scams: Calls or 
texts claim to be from Medi-
care, asking you to verify 
your number, offering special 
plans, or warning of fraud. 
Medicare will not contact 
you this way.

Sweepstakes and lottery 
scams: You’re told you’ve 
won a prize but must pay fees 
or taxes first. Real lotteries 
never require payment.

Charity scams: Scam-
mers call or email, asking for 
donations to fake charities, 
often after disasters. Always 
verify before giving.

Phishing and online 
fraud: Emails, texts, and 
pop-ups that look like 
they’re from banks, Amazon, 
or PayPal try to steal pass-
words, account numbers, or 
trick you into clicking harm-
ful links.

Employment scams:
Seniors seeking part-time 
work or ways to supplement 
their retirement should 
watch out for fake job offers 
on LinkedIn, indeed, and 
other online job sites. Scam-
mers may promise easy 

income or work-from-home 
opportunities but ask for 
upfront fees, personal infor-
mation, or involve illegal 
tasks like package reship-
ping. Always verify employ-
ers and never pay to apply.

How to Protect 
Yourself

Awareness and caution 
are your best defenses. Slow 
down when a call, email or 
text pressures you to act 
immediately. That sense of 
urgency is a red flag. Hang 
up, don’t click suspicious 
links, and verify any request 
by calling the organization 
directly using a number you 
look up yourself, or by check-
ing with a trusted family 
member.

Never send money using 
gift cards, wire transfers or 
cryptocurrency. Legitimate 
organizations will not ask for 
payment this way. Stay 
informed through trusted 
resources like the AARP 
Fraud Watch Network (aarp.
org/fraudwatchnetwork), the 
National Cybersecurity Cen-
ter (nationalcybersecuritycen-
ter.org) and the Federal 
Trade Commission (con-
sumer.ftc.gov).

Protect your accounts by 
setting up bank alerts, regu-
larly checking your credit 
reports, and using strong, 
unique passwords. Some 
seniors also find it helpful to 
have a trusted family mem-
ber or financial ally review 
unusual account activity. 
Report suspicious calls, mes-
sages or offers at reportfraud.
ftc.gov.

Being informed, cautious, 
and deliberate can greatly 
reduce your risk of fraud – 
giving you and your family 
peace of mind.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
Top Senior Scams and How to Avoid Them

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

SAVVY SENIORS
Where to Get Help with Medicare Decisions
Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ll be 65 in a few months 

and could sure use some help 
sorting through all the confus-
ing Medicare options that are 
available to me. Where can I 
get help with my Medicare 
decisions?

– Baffled Bob

Dear Bob,
W i t h 

a r o u n d 
11,400 Baby 
B o o m e r s 
turning 65 
every day in 
2026, you’re 
asking a very 

timely question.
Many people approaching 

Medicare are confused by all 
the choices available today. 
In addition to original Medi-
care (Part A and B) that has 
been around for more than 
60 years, you also have the 
option of enrolling in a Part 
D prescription drug plan, 
and a supplemental (Medi-
gap) policy – both of which 
are sold by private insurance 
companies.

Another option is a 
Medicare Advantage plan. 
These plans, also offered by 
private insurers, bundle hos-
pital coverage, medical care, 
prescription drugs, and often 
extra benefits like vision, 
dental, and hearing into one 
policy. Most operate as 
HMOs or PPOs and require 
you to receive care within a 
defined network of providers 
in your area.

Medicare Advantage 
plans have also faced 
increased scrutiny in recent 
years over prior-authoriza-
tion requirements that can 
delay or deny certain ser-

vices.
To help you determine 

which path makes the most 
sense for your situation, 
there are several reliable 
resources available, depend-
ing on how much assistance 
you need.

Tools and Resources

A good starting point is 
the “Medicare & You” hand-
book, which provides a clear 
overview of the program and 
your options. You can down-
load a copy at medicare.gov/
medicare-and-you, and you 
should receive a printed 
version in the mail about a 
month before your 65th 
birthday.

The Medicare website 
also features a helpful “Find 
a Medicare Plan” tool at 
medicare.gov/plan-compare
that allows you to compare 
health plans, prescription 
drug coverage, and supple-
mental policies available in 
your area. If you prefer to 
speak with someone directly, 
call Medicare at 800-633-
4227, and a representative 
can walk you through your 
options over the phone.

Another excellent free 
resource is your State Health 
Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (SHIP), which provides 
unbiased Medicare counsel-
ing either in person or by 
phone. To locate your local 
SHIP office, visit shiphelp.org
or call 877-839-2675.

You can also contact the 
Medicare Rights Center 
(medicarerights.org) at 800-
333-4114 for help with 
specific questions.

In addition, HealthMetrix 
Research publishes a free 
Cost Share Report at medi-

carenewswatch.com that com-
pares Medicare Advantage 
plans by area based on 
cost-sharing and health sta-
tus.

Get Help

If you’d like more hands-
on help, you can work with a 
Medicare insurance agent.

Keep in mind that agents 
are paid commissions by 
insurance companies, so it’s 
important to choose an inde-
pendent agent who repre-
sents multiple insurers – not 
just one. That gives you 
access to a broader range of 
options.

Also understand that 
commissions are typically 
higher for Medicare Advan-
tage plans than for Medigap 
and Part D policies used with 
Original Medicare. As a 
result, some agents may have 
a financial incentive to 
recommend Advantage cov-
erage. That doesn’t mean the 
advice is wrong, but it’s wise 
to ask questions and under-
stand all your choices before 
enrolling.

You can search for 
licensed agents through 
nabip.org, the website of the 
National Association of 
Benefits and Insurance Pro-
fessionals.

Taking the time now to 
compare your options care-
fully can help you avoid 
costly mistakes and give you 
confidence in the coverage 
you choose.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior
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Believers’ Baptist Church
By Linda Brendle

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and 
at the last he will stand upon the earth.

Job 19:25
The Resurrection Choir began the Easter 

Sunday service with a musical presentation 
titled “Arise My Soul, He Is Risen!” Pastor 
Jason Rolen’s message from Job was called 
“Our Redeemer Lives.” Job lost all his 
possessions and his children in one day and 
then he lost his health, but he still didn’t sin. 
His friends came to comfort him but 
eventually said he must have sinned for 
things to have gone so badly. He complains, 
but in a high moment of faith, he makes a 
declaration about three things: 1) a promised 
Redeemer who is personally and practically 
involved in his life, 2) a time in the last days 
when this Redeemer is promised to return 
and bring a right and just end to our time on 

earth, and 3) a promised resurrection at 
which time he will see his Redeemer face to 
face. This Redeemer is Jesus Christ, and if 
you repent and believe in Him, the grace you 
need to finish well will be given to you.

Student Ministry Connect Weekend, 
April 10-12 at Friendship Baptist Church, 
Conway, Arkansas. $45 per person. See 
Pastor Jerod Haygood for information.

April 12, 6:00 p.m. – The Church 
Praying.

April 14, 12:00-1:30 p.m. 55+ Senior 
Food & Fellowship Potluck.

April 18, 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. – Worldy 
Saints: The Puritans as They Really Were. 
Conference Fee: $20. Register at www.
bbcemory.org.

The Asking for a Friend Podcast Episode 
#247 is titled “Spring Puritan Conference.” 
Find the link at www.bbcemory.org.

Emory Baptist Church
By Ronnie Witt

“And shall God not avenge His own elect 
who cry out day and night to Him, though 
He bears long with them?”

Luke 18:7
Happy New Year! It was a wonderful day 

of worship at Emory Baptist on Sunday 
morning. Bro. Richard Piles shared a 
message from the book of Luke titled, “Do 
You Nag God?” Jesus told a parable 
comparing a desperate widow who continu-
ally pleaded her case to a judge with the 
Christian’s need to continually carry our 
concerns to God in prayer. God is not an 
unjust judge, but Jesus encouraged his 
followers to continually go to God in prayer 
for our needs, but in this sense, the nagging 
is encouraged! On Sunday night, Bro. 
Richard shared a message from II Samuel 
titled “King David’s Successes.” Also on 
Sunday night, the youth started a series 

called “Bitesize Theology.”
All the regular services and ministries 

resumed this past week at their regular times. 
The Christian Quilt Guild met on Monday 
in the memorial hall building. Backpack 
Buddies met again on Wednesday morning 
to pack food bags for Rains ISD students. 
Senior Adult Ministry lunch and game day 
has been canceled for January 8 because of a 
funeral. Christian Quilt Guild Workshop is 
scheduled for Saturday, January 10, at 9:00 
a.m. in the Memorial Hall building.

Looking ahead to next week, the Youth 
Winter Retreat kicks off on Saturday, 
January 17, in the fellowship hall and will 
conclude at Camp Akiva Sunday through 
Monday. Winter Retreat is designed for 
students in 6-12 grades. For more informa-
tion, check out retreat.emorybaptist.org and 
sign up ASAP at retreat.emorybaptist.org/
SignUp.

Emory Methodist Church
By Mary White

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned 
toward Him and cried out in Aramaic, 
“Rabboni” (which means Teacher).

John 20:16
What a great day of worship we had with 

the Easter Sonrise Service at 7:00 a.m. and 
then we had a wonderful breakfast. In our 
regular worship Rev. David Banks continued 
his series The Word Lives with a message 
titled “God’s Promise Cannot Die” with 
scripture text taken from John. Mary was 
weeping until Jesus said her name. Jesus, the 
risen One, knows your name too. Listen and 
be still and you will know what it means for 
you to hear Jesus call your name. The Word 

lives, Jesus is alive indeed!
Coming up this week we have game night 

on Friday at 5:00 p.m. Bring a snack and 
your favorite game and enjoy real fellowship.

The Methodist Women will have their 
annual plant sale on Saturday, April 11, from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and Sunday, April 12, 
from noon to 3:00 p.m.

AA meets in the fellowship hall every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

Pray for Kenneth Neinast, James McMa-
han, Bill Manning, Jessie Carpenter, and the 
family of Mary Cash.

Have a wonderful week and don’t forget 
Be Kind!

medical assists, a lift assist 
and a smoke scare.

All board members were 
present for the regular 
meeting.

The next meeting of the 
Rains County ESD Board 
will be a public hearing on 
the proposed tax rate for 
the district on Monday, 

September 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Emory VFD Fire 
Station.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Rains County 
ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, September 16, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

I Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that 
I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
And you know the way to where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
If you had known me, you would have known my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.”

John 14:1-7

Confirm Your Calling and Election
His divine power has granted to us all things that 

pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.

2 Peter 1:3-4
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M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H

We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.

One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 • EmoryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 SH 276 • Emory

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns II
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795
903-473-5116

Visit stjohnemory.org for
Mass times.
From Brookshires, go east 
1.2 miles. Turn right onto 
FM 2795

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. • P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 • 903-459-3219

Daugherty
Baptist Church
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Point, TX

9:45 a.m. …….. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220
www.fbcpoint.com

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

On The Square

Corner Of North & Planters

Downtown Emory

903-473-3357

emorybaptist.org

Dr. Richard D. Piles–Pastor

Chris Henderson–Minister of Music & Sr. Adults

Ronnie Witt– Minister of Youth & Education

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Morning Wed. Worship 6:30pm

Small Groups 9:15am (Adults, Youth, Children)

Morning Worship 10:30am Choir Practice 6:30pm

Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Believers'
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School  ......... 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study  .....  6:30 p.m.

MorningWorship  .... 10:30 a.m. Student Ministry  ......  6:30 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen – Pastor

Jerod Haygood – Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson – Music & Media Minister

www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

As recently reported in 
the Leader, scams of con-
sumers are still a huge prob-
lem these days. Many people 
know about something 

called phish-
ing scams. 
Phishing is a 
method by 
which cyber 
c r i m i n a l s 
send emails 
to many 
people to try 
to trick 
them into 
r e v e a l i n g 

personal information such as 
passwords, or allowing mali-
cious software (malware or 
ransomware) to be installed 
on their device. 

Meet phishing’s twin 
brother, smishing, or SMS 
phishing. Almost every cell 
phone user in the world has 
texting capability, also 
known as SMS or short 
message service. Criminals 
are targeting messaging for 
their scams now as well, 
seeking to have an even 
better result than the phish-
ing emails. 

We humans are amazingly 
curious creatures, sometimes 
to a fault. Cyber criminals 
know this, which is why they 
find smishing to be an attrac-
tive way of finding new 
victims when they send 
uninvited messages to cell 
phones. Human nature 
reflects that it can be very 
tempting, bordering on irre-
sistible, for many text mes-
sage recipients to click on a 
link in an uninvited incom-
ing message. 

Recently I have received 
smishing text messages 
requesting action on my part 
about allegedly undeliver-

able packages (all appear to 
have originated outside the 
US). I’ve also gotten several 
messages allegedly regarding 
my Amazon account that 
came from scammers pre-
tending to be Amazon. I 
ignored, blocked, and 
reported all of them. Just 
know that the variety of 
ploys and scenarios used by 
these criminals is without 
limit, so you and I must 
never let down our guard. 
When consumers catch on 
to one scam technique, the 
scammers and thieves create 
other ones that people may 
be less aware of, at least at 
first.

Cell phone users who get 
any uninvited messages 
should never click on any 
links these messages contain. 
If the message is such that 
you think it could be legiti-
mate, only contact the 
business the message pre-
tends to be from by their 
official contact info, and not 
by any link or phone number 
in a text message. 

Some messaging providers 
are making it easier to report 
and block smishing mes-
sages. The idea is to protect 
you from subsequent smish-
ing messages from the same 
sender, and to assist 
providers in knowing (and 
counteracting) the tactics 
and strategies of spammers 
and cyber criminals. 

According to the US 
Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), in 2023 imposter 
scams remained the top 
fraud category, with reported 
losses of $2.7 billion. These 
scams include people pre-
tending to be your bank’s 
fraud department, the gov-
ernment, a relative in dis-

tress, a well-known business, 
or a technical support 
expert. 

To summarize, one way 
you can avoid being a victim 
of fraud is to be very skepti-
cal and untrusting of any 
uninvited emails, messages 
or phone calls you get. Never 
click on any links in emails 
or text messages or give out 
information to anyone who 
calls you claiming to be 
someone you do business 
with. If you get a scam 
attempt regarding any entity 
you have a business relation-
ship with, let the business 
know so they can be aware 
and take action to alert and 
protect their other customers 
and clients. 

If you gave out personal 
information or think you 
were successfully scammed, 
notify the corresponding 
institution or company 
immediately. Actually losing 
money to scammers should 
involve law enforcement 
assistance to try and recover 
some or all of it.

As for phone scams, I 
stopped answering my 
phones (home and cell) for 
unknown callers years ago. 
In that time, the number of 
unknown incoming calls 
(and related stress) has 
decreased a lot since all the 
unknown caller gets is 
phonemail to optionally 
leave a message. That cer-
tainly does not serve the 
scammer’s purpose. If you 
don’t use your phones for 
business purposes, it may be 
something to consider. 

Remember these true 
words of wisdom: “Click in 
haste, lament in leisure.”

John can be reached at 
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

MY TAKE ON TECH
Don’t Get Smished

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information 

Systems Security 
Professional

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’ve put off making a will for 

years. What actually happens 
to my money 
and property 
if I die with-
out one?

--Getting Old

Dear Get-
ting,

If you die 
without a 
will, your 

assets will be distributed 
according to the laws of your 
state, known as intestacy 
laws. These laws determine 
who inherits your property 
and financial accounts when 
there’s no will or trust. Since 
rules vary from state to state, 
it’s important to check the 
specifics where you live.

A helpful starting point is 
heirbase.com, which offers 
Intestacy Evaluators for 37 
states. You enter your house-
hold information and see 
how your estate might be 
distributed. If your state isn’t 
included, Nolo has a useful 
state-by-state intestate suc-
cession guide at nolo.com/
legal-encyclopedia/intestate-
succession.

In the meantime, here is a 
general overview of what can 
happen, depending on your 
family situation.

Married with children:
When a married person with 
children dies without a will, 
all property, investments and 
financial accounts that are 
“jointly owned” automati-
cally goes to the surviving 
co-owner without going 
through probate, which is 
the legal process that distrib-
utes a deceased person’s 
assets.

But for all other separately 
owned property or individual 

financial accounts, the laws 
of most states award one-
third to one-half to the 
surviving spouse, while the 
rest goes to the children.

Married with no chil-
dren: Some states award the 
entire estate to the surviving 
spouse, or everything up to a 
certain amount (for example 
the first $100,000). But 
many other states award only 
one-third to one-half of the 
decedent’s separately owned 
assets to the surviving 
spouse, with the remainder 
generally going to the 
deceased person’s parents, or 
if the parents are dead, to 
brothers and sisters.

Jointly owned property, 
investments, financial 
accounts, or community 
property automatically goes 
to the surviving co-owner.

Single with children: All 
state laws provide that the 
entire estate goes to the 
children, in equal shares. If 
an adult child of the dece-
dent has died, then that 
child’s children (the dece-
dent’s grandchildren) split 
their parent’s share.

Single with no children 
or grandchildren: In this 
situation, most state laws 
favor the deceased person’s 
parents. If both parents are 
deceased, many states divide 
the property among the 
brothers and sisters, or if 
they are not living, their 
children (your nieces and 
nephews). If there are none 
of them, it goes to the next 
of kin, and if there is no 
living family, the state takes 
it.

Make a Will
To ensure your assets go 

to those you want to receive 
them, you need to create a 
will or trust. If you have a 

simple estate and an uncom-
plicated family situation, 
there are do-it-yourself 
resources that can help you 
create all these documents 
for very little money.

Some top-rated options 
include the Quicken Will-
Maker & Trust (willmaker.
com, $109) and Trust & Will 
(trustandwill.com, $199). Or, 
if that’s more than you’re 
willing to pay, you can make 
your will for free at freewill.
com or doyourownwill.com.

If, however, you want or 
need assistance or if you 
have a complicated financial 
situation, blended family or 
have considerable assets, you 
should hire an attorney. An 
experienced attorney can 
make sure you cover all your 
bases, which can help avoid 
family confusion and squab-
bles after you’re gone.

Costs will vary depending 
on where you live, but you 
can expect to pay anywhere 
between $200 and $1,000 for 
a will.

The National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys (naela.
org) and the American Col-
lege of Trust and Estate 
Counsel (actec.org) websites 
are good resources that have 
directories to help you find 
someone in your area.

If money is tight, check 
with your state’s bar associa-
tion (findlegalhelp.org) to find 
low-cost legal help in your 
area. Or call the Eldercare 
Locater at 800-677-1116 for 
a referral.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
What Happens if You Die Without a Will?

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

***
The Rains County Leader 

tries to include a little bit of 
everything in each issue. For 
those who enjoy finding 
errors, we included some of 
those as well.

Jaxie Morgan

Michael Gordon Moody
1952 – 2026

Funeral services for Michael 
Gordon Moody, 73, were held on 
April 7, at Wilson-Orwosky 
Funeral Home. Interment fol-
lowed at Smyrna Cemetery. 

Mr. Moody died peacefully on 
April 2, 2026, at the VA Hospital 
in Dallas. He was born on Septem-
ber 4, 1952, to Riley Gordon and 
Anna Pearl Moody in Dallas. 

Mr. Moody’s career was deeply 
intertwined with his love for animals and he 
managed a pet store. He also served in the 
United States Army where he was a cook 
responsible for preparing meals for over 300 
men while also managing the kitchen. 

He found joy in music and his love for the 

outdoors reflected his adventurous 
spirit and appreciation for the 
simple beauties of life. His proud-
est accomplishment was his deep 
devotion to his son, Sean, and his 
grandchildren, who meant every-
thing to him. He was also cher-
ished as a wonderful uncle. 

Mr. Moody is survived by his 
son, Sean Moody and Febra; 
grandchildren, Cody Moody and 

Alexis King; sister, Kara Stevens and 
Randall; nephews, David Stevens and Daniel 
Stevens; niece, Carrie Holtzclaw. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; 
and his sister, Theresa Joestein.

Bob Hoshor
1940 – 2026

Funeral services for Bob 
Hoshor, 85, were held on April 3, 
at Freedom Church of God in 
Emory. Interment followed at 
Emory City Cemetery.

Mr. Hoshor died peacefully on 
March 31, 2026, in Sulphur 
Springs. He was born on Decem-
ber 11, 1940, in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, to Robert and Ethel 
Hoshor. 

Mr. Hoshor spent much of his working 
years as a truck driver. Later, he took on the 
solemn role of a gravedigger, a job that 
reflected his quiet respect for life and those 

who had passed. 
He met the love of his life, Mrs. 

Linda, through a computer match 
and they shared 56 years of 
partnership filled with love and 
mutual respect. Though they 
never had biological children, Mr. 
Hoshor embraced his role as a 
stepfather wholeheartedly, loving 
and raising his stepchildren as his 
own.

He lived a full and vibrant life that was 
centered around his faith and belief in Jesus 
Christ. He was a proud member of Freedom 
Church of God in Emory.

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
25:

Fork: Slow. Normal stain; 
57 degrees; 2.94 feet below 
pool. Water temperature is 
ranging 51-59 degrees.

The morning bass bite is 
slow and improves when the 
temperature warms midday. 
Bladed jigs, lipless crankbaits 
and squarebill crankbaits are 
best in flats with cover close 
by 3-5 feet. Fish are on the 
move to the backs of the 
pockets. Big wood on the 
edge of the channels are 
holding some of the bigger 
fish. Best baits Texas rigs 
with creature baits or Viper 
XP jigs in 5-7 feet. Report by 
Marc Mitchell, Mitchell’s 
Guide Service.

There were some shallow 
crappie before this last cold 
blast pushed them back to 
deeper water. Water temper-
atures were hitting 60 
degrees in shallow areas, but 
the water temperature on 
most of the lake was 
knocked back down to the 

mid to low 50s. Winds have 
also caused some change in 
where the fish suspend in 
10-18 feet. On a very cold 
windy and cloudy day those 
fish were very close if not 
right on the bottom. Then 
with light winds and sun-
shine some fish moved up to 
2-4 feet under the surface. 
The lake is super healthy and 
loaded with crappie and bait. 
We are seeing some big fish 
also being caught that are 
full of eggs, fat and shad. You 
should be able to find fish in 
2-22 feet in all kinds of areas 
and patterns. Shallow fish on 
corks in 1-5 feet. Prespawn 
fish on timber and brush in 
10-22 feet. Lots of black 
crappie still on bridges before 
they make a major move 
shallow. You can catch big 
fish one at a time or load the 
boat with eater sized fish fast. 
No matter the pattern it’s a 
good time to fish if Mother 
Nature plays nice that day. 
Most crappie baits will work 
this time of year if you are 
fishing where they are. 
Report by Jacky Wiggins, 
Jacky Wiggins Guide Ser-
vice.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 60 degrees; 
1.34 feet below pool. The 
hybrid striper and white bass 
bite is good. We were seeing 
big schools of fish on differ-
ent parts of the lake that are 
feeding on huge schools of 
threadfin shad. Swimbaits 
and slabs are working best in 
10-30 feet. The eating size 
catfish bite has been very 
reliable. Small pieces of cut 
bait have been working best 
in shallow water. Trophy 
sized catfish have been feed-
ing well. We are seeing 
consistent catches of 40 
pounds and up on most trips. 
Fresh cut bait in 3-25 feet is 
the ticket. Crappie have 
been decent on the 2 mile 
bridge in 15-20 feet on jigs. 
The largemouth bite has 
been better than average 
over the last two weeks. 
Good numbers of larger fish 
have been caught in shallow 
water on soft plastics. Key 
points here are coves and 
small flats near deep water. 
Report by Captain Michael 
Littlejohn, Lake Tawakoni 
Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

Obituaries

Susan Putnam
1961-2026

Susan Putnam, 64, of 
Emory, Texas, passed away 
on January 1, 2026, in her 
home surrounded by her 
loved ones.

Born June 3, 1961, in 
Toledo, Ohio, Susan was a 
loving and supportive wife, 
an incredible mother and 
grandmother, and a steady 
presence in the lives of those 
around her. Her family was the center 
of her world, and she found joy in the 
playfulness and laughter of children, the 
grounding presence of trees, and an 
enduring fascination with Sasquatch.

She is survived by her husband, Mark 
Putnam, children, Katie Putnam, Ryan 
Putnam, Trevor Putnam, Kevin Atkin-
son, and Anthony Hess; beloved 

grandchildren, her mother, 
Marcia Rookwood; and her 
brother, Greg Rookwood. 
She was preceded in death by 
her father, Elmer Schwab, 
and her brother, Dean Rook-
wood.

Services will be private. 
Arrangements are under the 
direction of Murray-Orwosky 
Funeral Home in Sulphur 

Springs, Texas.
Susan will be remembered and 

celebrated by her family, whose lives are 
forever shaped by her love and support.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home.

The online register can be signed at 
www.murrayorwosky.com

Paid obituary

by Bartee Haile
The resurrected Ku Klux 

Klan launched a wave of 
terror and intimidation on 
Jan. 30, 1921 with the whip-
ping, tarring and feathering 

of a Houston 
lawyer for 
the “crime” 
of defending 
blacks and 
petty crimi-
nals.

C o m i n g 
out of moth-
balls in 
O c t o b e r 

1920, the Klan spread like 
wildfire across the Lone Star 
State. More than 200,000 
Texans -- roughly one out of 
every dozen white adults -- 
were suckers for the secret 
order’s sales pitch, that 
exploited their nostalgic 
reverence for the old Con-
federacy and vague desire for 
a moral housecleaning.

In pledging allegiance to 
the KKK, most members 
were willing to tolerate a 
certain amount of violence 
to keep blacks in line. What 
they did not count on was 
that their white friends and 
neighbors would be the 
nightriders’ favorite targets.

Beaumont Klansmen 
boldly boasted of their 
vicious attack on a doctor 
suspected of performing 
abortions. In a 4,000-word 
statement published in the 
local press, they gloated, 
“The eyes of the unknown 
had seen and observed the 
wrong to be redressed. The 
lash was laid on his back and 
the tar and feathers applied 
to his body.”

At Timpson in Shelby 
County, a man was badly 
beaten for leaving his wife. A 
woman in nearby Tenaha 
was stripped naked, whipped 
with a wet rope and tarred 
and feathered because she 
was rumored to be a 
bigamist.

A mob chased two freshly 
tarred and feathered victims 
up Congress Avenue in 
downtown Austin, and a 
Brenham resident was pum-
meled for speaking German. 
Alleged immorality earned 
the lash for a Mineral Wells 

constable and a Marshall 
clerk, while the tar-and-
feathers cure was twice pre-
scribed for a Fort Worth 
gambler who failed to see the 
light after the initial dose.

The Dallas chapter or 
Klavern, largest in the state 
with a membership of thir-
teen thousand, specialized in 
flogging. During the spring of 
1922, 68 people were 
whipped to within an inch of 
their lives in the Trinity 
River bottoms.

Houston Klansmen were 
the most accomplished spies. 
They kept tabs on practically 
everybody by tapping tele-
phones, reading telegrams 
and opening mail at the main 
post office. Their Denison 
colleagues combated pre-
marital sex by patrolling the 
local lovers lane in white 
sheets.

Law enforcement at the 
municipal and county levels 
was honeycombed with KKK 
sympathizers and activists. 
Few Klan crimes were ever 
solved, and rarely did the 
culprits stand trial.

When Waco police 
arrested three Klansmen, the 
grand jury refused to indict 
despite an air-tight case. At 
Goose Creek outside Hous-
ton, a gang of cross-burners 
dragged a woman from her 
sickbed and mercilessly beat 
her and a male visitor. After 
12 Klansmen got off with 
hundred-dollar fines for the 
savage assault, a KKK publi-
cation bragged, “It cost 
Goose Creek just $1,200 to 
clean up.”

While many politicians 
were careful not to offend 
the bloc-voting Klan, Sen. 
Charles Culberson and for-
mer lieutenant governor 
Martin Crane joined Con-
gressman John Nance Gar-
ner in denouncing the bul-
lies. Forty-nine state legisla-
tors risked reelection to 
lobby the uncooperative gov-
ernor for an anti-mask law.

A judge in Wichita Falls 
jailed three Klansmen for 
contempt, and the mayor of 
Dallas criticized their sinister 
shenanigans. Chambers of 
commerce, Masonic lodges, 
American Legion posts and 

the state bar association 
were among the early oppo-
nents of the Klan rampage. 
The Houston Chronicle added 
its influential voice to the 
outcry with a sound piece of 
editorial advice: “Boys, you’d 
better disband.”

Dan Moody set the exam-
ple for district attorneys 
throughout the state. After a 
traveling salesman was kid-
napped, chained to a tree 
and flogged half to death in 
Taylor, the young prosecutor 
unmasked the perpetrators, 
including a minister and the 
police chief, and sent one to 
the penitentiary.

Authorities at Laredo 
prevented a Klan march by 
deputizing a hundred armed 
citizens and borrowing a 
machine-gun. Rocks and 
fists caused Klansmen to 
cancel similar plans in McK-
inney, and strict enforce-
ment of an ordinance ban-
ning masked mobilizations 
rained on a proposed parade 
in San Antonio.

The so-called “visitation,” 
the Klan’s curious practice of 
interrupting a church service 
to lecture the captive con-
gregation, began to backfire. 
Baptists in Denison and 
Austin forcibly ejected the 
intruders, and Corsicana 
Presbyterians supported their 
pastor’s courageous refusal to 
join the KKK.

Only two years after 
electing one of their own to 
the U.S. Senate, the Texas 
Klan was repudiated at the 
polls in 1924. Miriam A. 
Ferguson defeated Felix D. 
Robertson in a bruising 
gubernatorial battle and 
knocked the wheels off the 
Klan bandwagon.

The new legislature 
quickly passed a tough anti-
mask law by lopsided votes in 
both chambers. The vast 
majority of Klansmen got the 
message and deserted the 
Invisible Empire leaving a 
handful of hateful diehards 
to crawl back under their 
rocks.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
The violent comeback of the Ku Klux Klan

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Four Thieves’ Vinegar – 
Fire Cider for Health

“Health is not valued till 
sickness comes.”

Thomas Fuller

With the peak pestilence 
of the cold and flu season 

upon us, it 
m i g h t 
behoove us 
to prepare. It 
is no fun to 
be sick. 
Recently I 
s t u m b l e d 
upon an 
ancient pre-
v e n t a t i v e , 
said to boost 

the immune system and give 
your body a superhuman 
protective shield. And the 
story behind it is too com-
pelling not to share. Here it 
is…

During the mid-14th 
century, Europe experienced 
perhaps the worst pandemic 
in human history. Over 50 
million people perished from 
the bubonic plague, or the 
Black Death as it is often 
called. The plague was one 
of the most significant events 
in human history.

During this time, in the 
French port city of Mar-
seilles, four friends who 
worked the shipyards there 
had an idea. They launched 
a diabolical, yet profitable 
criminal enterprise after 
noticing something strange.

During the day these 
friends labored within the 
bowels of a seaside ware-
house that processed herbs 
and spices from abroad. 
Every evening, they stum-
bled home from work cov-
ered in spice dust. And, as 
the plague-ridden dead bod-
ies of their fellow townspeo-
ple were stacked like fire-
wood, with many more sick 
and dying all around them, 
they remained healthy. They 
didn’t get sick. The dreaded 
Black Death didn’t seem to 
affect them at all. The four 
friends realized that covered 
in herbs and spices, they 
were apparently protected 
from sickness. And this pro-
vided them with a profitable 
criminal opportunity too 
tempting to pass up.

These friends went into 
business looting the infected 

homes of the dead. When a 
family succumbed to the 
plague, they promptly 
showed up at the empty 
residence to steal what they 
could. Either fearless or 
foolish, they worked ignoring 
the danger and never got 
sick. At some point, it is 
believed they began also 
making a tonic with their 
herbs and spices and ingest-
ing it. The friends, covered 
in spice dust and drinking 
their spicy herbal concoc-
tion, looted and lived.

All good things must 
come to an end (or in this 
case, bad things), and the 
friends, now thieves were 
arrested for their crimes and 
faced death by hanging. The 
judge in their case, aware of 
their apparent immunity to 
the disease around them, 
made the thieves an offer 
they couldn’t refuse. In 
exchange for their secret 
plague-protection recipe, 
their lives would be spared. 
The thieves quickly coughed 
up their secret, were 
released, and went on to live 
honorable and upright lives, 
we assume.

The four thieves’ recipe, 
sometimes called Fire Cider, 
has been passed down for 
generations. The recipe does 
vary some, depending on 
your source. But essentially it 
is apple cider vinegar infused 
with various toe-curling 
extracts, spices, and anti-
microbial herbs.

The 20th century French 
physician and world-
renowned aromatherapist 
Jean Valnet is thought to 
have most closely re-created 
the original Four Thieves’ 
recipe. It includes some 
interesting ingredients like 
wormwood, meadowsweet, 
marjoram, angelica, hore-
hound, and camphor. The 
recipe below may be the 
Texas version. It omits some 
of the more exotic ingredi-
ents but includes jalapeno 
peppers. Most of what is 
listed can be found at your 
local supermarket. I think it 
is okay to pick and choose 
the ingredients you can best 
tolerate. And when drinking 
a shot of this stuff every day 
to stay healthy, you might 

want to keep an ice-cold Dr. 
Pepper handy to use as a 
chaser. This stuff can’t taste 
good.

Fire Cider Ingredients:

5 jalapeno peppers (or 
other hot chilis)

2 chopped onions (red or 
white or both)

4 cloves garlic - halved
½ cup fresh ginger –    

chopped
½ cup fresh turmeric root 

- chopped
2 - 3 lemons – cut into 

chunks
¼ cup rosemary sprigs -    

chopped
¼ cup thyme - chopped
¼ cup peppermint -   

chopped 
¼ cup lemon balm -    

chopped
1 tbsp. cinnamon (use 

Ceylon cinnamon)
3 pods of star anise 
3 – 6 cloves (or more) 
1 tbsp. peppercorns – 

black
3 tbsp. elderberries – dried 

(optional)
6 cups raw apple cider 

vinegar
Maple syrup to sweeten 

(use real maple syrup – not 
fake breakfast or pancake 
syrup)

Add dry ingredients to a 
large sealable jar and cover 
with apple cider vinegar.

Store jar in a cool dark 
place for 3-4 weeks, shaking 
every few days to agitate.

After steeping period, 
strain through mesh or 
cheesecloth into a sterilized 
container. If your concoction 
is too strong, add maple 
syrup to taste (start with a 
tablespoon and adjust from 
there).

If you store your cider in 
the fridge it will last for 
several months. Take one to 
two tablespoons daily. Mix 
with water (or try carbon-
ated mineral water). Drink 
up - stay healthy!

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. Described 
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a 
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and 
accomplished feral hog trapper. He 
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors, 
and is good with dogs and children. 
He is the father of three, and lives 
with his wife in Texas.
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BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
Tips to Help Protect Older Adults from Scams

Older adults continue to 
be frequent targets for scam-
mers, who often attempt to 
exploit trust, financial stabil-
ity, and established credit. 
While scams affect people of 
all ages, fraudsters often 
tailor their tactics toward 
seniors through imperson-
ation, emotional manipula-
tion, and high-pressure 
requests for money.

According to data from 
BBB Scam Tracker, scam-
mers continue to adapt their 
strategies using phone calls, 
emails, text messages, and 
social media. Since 2015, 
BBB has received hundreds 
of thousands of scam reports, 
helping identify emerging 
trends and educate con-
sumers about how to recog-
nize and avoid fraud.

Financial grooming scams 
– where criminals build 
relationships with victims 
before asking for money – 
have become increasingly 
common and often lead to 
the largest financial losses. 
According to the BBB Scam 
Tracker Risk Report, these 
scams can involve romance, 
investment opportunities, or 
long-term impersonation 
tactics designed to gain a 
victim’s trust.

Unfortunately, not all 
fraud is committed by anony-
mous strangers online.

A recent East Texas case 
illustrates how financial 
exploitation can occur in 
unexpected ways. Authori-
ties say a Tyler man was 

charged after allegedly steal-
ing more than $17,000 from 
a woman’s bank account, 
including transactions which 
occurred before and after her 
death. Investigators reported 
dozens of suspicious with-
drawals and cashier’s checks 
connected to the account.

While the estate was 
ultimately reimbursed, the 
case serves as a reminder 
that financial exploitation 
can occur even in situations 
involving individuals or 
institutions consumers 
believe they can trust.

BBB encourages families 
and caregivers to watch for 
these scams which frequently 
target seniors:

Impostor scams. Fraud-
sters pose as representatives 
from government agencies, 
banks, Medicare, or even 
family members. Victims are 
pressured to send money or 
share sensitive information 
immediately.

Sweepstakes and lottery 
scams. Victims are told 
they’ve won a prize but must 
first pay taxes or processing 
fees. Legitimate sweepstakes 
never require payment to 
claim winnings.

Investment and cryp-
tocurrency scams. Scam-
mers promise unusually high 
returns and attempt to rush 
victims into sending money 
before they have time to 
research the opportunity.

Tech support scams. 
Criminals claim a computer 
or device has been compro-

mised and request remote 
BBB recommends the 

following steps to reduce the 
risk of fraud:

Take your time. Scam-
mers often create a sense of 
urgency. Slow down and 
verify unexpected requests.

Talk with someone you 
trust. Discuss financial deci-
sions or suspicious contacts 
with family members or 
trusted advisors.

Research before 
responding. Look up busi-
nesses, charities, and invest-
ment opportunities on BBB.
org before sending money.

Monitor financial 
accounts regularly. Review 
bank and credit card state-
ments and report suspicious 
activity quickly.

Education remains one of 
the most effective tools for 
preventing fraud. Consumers 
who encounter suspicious 
activity are encouraged to 
report it to BBB.org/Scam-
Tracker. Reports help warn 
others in the community and 
assist investigators in identi-
fying emerging scams.

About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit, 
business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards 
for fair and honest business 
behavior. Most BBB services to 
consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 
million companies, 11,000 charity 
reviews, dispute resolution services, 
alerts and educational information 
on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. Visit bbb.org for more 
information. BBB Serving Central 
East Texas was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.

Dear Savvy Senior,
What are the absolute 

lowest-cost smartphone plans for 
seniors who 
mainly talk 
and text but 
need a little 
cellular data 
for email and 
o c c a s i o n a l 
use? I’m cur-
rently paying 
$40 a month 
and hoping to 

cut that down.
– Looking to Save

Dear Looking,
You’re asking a smart 

question. Many seniors pay far 
more for smartphone service 
than they actually use. If most 
of your phone activity is calls, 
texts, email, and light web 
browsing, there’s usually no 
need to spend $40 or more a 
month. The good news: plenty 
of low-cost carriers now cater 
to light users who want reli-
able service without the extra 
cost.

The cheapest plans today 
mostly come from mobile 
virtual network operators 
(MVNOs) – smaller carriers 
that lease coverage from major 
networks like T‑Mobile, Veri-
zon, and AT&T. Because they 
don’t run their own towers, 
MVNOs can offer basic 
service for a fraction of the 
cost of major carriers, while 
still providing nationwide cov-
erage. Here are some of the 
best options available now.

Cheapest Wireless 
Plans

According to Consumer 
Reports, one of the best 

overall values among low-cost 
smartphone plans is Mint 
Mobile. Mint offers a $15-per-
month plan that includes 
unlimited talk and text plus 5 
gigabytes (GB) of high-speed 
data each month. The catch is 
that you must pay for a full 
year upfront, which is $180 
plus taxes and fees. For seniors 
who are comfortable paying 
annually, this can be an 
excellent way to lock in 
long-term savings. Mint runs 
on T-Mobile’s network and 
works with most unlocked 
smartphones.

If that’s more service or 
commitment than you want, 
the absolute cheapest wireless 
plan currently available is 
Ultra Mobile’s PayGo plan. 
For just $3 per month, plus 
fees, it provides 100 minutes of 
talk, 100 text messages, and 
100 megabytes (MB) of data. 
Additional usage costs 3 cents 
per minute or MB of data and 
1 cent per text. This plan is 
best for very light users or 
those who primarily want a 
phone for emergencies. Ultra 
Mobile also uses T-Mobile’s 
network.

Another solid budget-
friendly choice is Tello, which 
allows you to customize a plan 
to fit your specific needs. Plans 
start at just $6 per month and 
include unlimited texting, 100 
minutes of talk time, and 1 GB 
of high-speed data. If your 
usage changes, you can easily 
add more minutes or data in 
affordable $1 monthly incre-
ments. This flexibility makes 
Tello especially appealing to 
seniors who want control over 
their costs. Tello also operates 
on T-Mobile’s network.

Other super low-cost plans 
for digital minimalists include 
US Mobile, which offers a 
light plan starting at $8 per 
month (when paid annually) 
for unlimited talk and text 
plus 2 GB of data. Tracfone is 
another long-standing option, 
offering very basic 30-minute 
talk, text and web plan, for $9 
per month with auto-refill.

Lifeline Program

If your budget is especially 
tight, be sure to check into the 
federal Lifeline Assistance 
Program. Lifeline provides a 
$9.25 monthly discount on 
phone or internet service.

You may qualify if you 
receive benefits such as Med-
icaid, SNAP (food stamps), 
Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI), public housing 
assistance, or Veterans Pen-
sion. You may also qualify 
based on income alone if your 
household income is below 
135 percent of the federal 
poverty level – currently 
$21,546 for one person or 
$29,214 for two.

To learn more or apply, 
visit lifelinesupport.org. If 
approved, you can choose 
from participating providers in 
your area, and in some cases 
even apply the discount to 
service you already have, if 
your provider participates.

Before switching plans, 
make sure your phone is 
unlocked and compatible with 
the new carrier’s network. A 
quick compatibility check on 
the provider’s website can 
help ensure a smooth transi-
tion and keep your savings on 
track.

SAVVY SENIORS
Low-Cost Smartphone Plans for Budget-Minded Seniors

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

In-person events
across Texas offer 

hands-on instruction 
for beginners and 

experienced 
beekeepers

Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service will host a 
series of hands-on Beekeep-
ing Field Days this spring, 
offering beginner and 
advanced beekeepers an 
opportunity to deepen their 
skills, work directly with 
experts and gain practical, 
in-the-field experience.

Each field day features 
interactive instruction, bee 
yard demonstrations and 
workshop options tailored to 
participants’ experience lev-
els.

Space is limited for all 
dates and locations. Partici-
pants are encouraged to 
register early to secure their 
workshop selection, said 
Garett Slater, Ph.D., AgriL-
ife Extension statewide 
honey bee specialist and 
assistant professor, Texas 
A&M Department of Ento-
mology, Overton.

Safety Requirements

All workshops involving 
bee yard activities require 
proper protective clothing, 
including:

• Full bee suit.
• Gloves.
• Protective footwear – 

boots recommended.
Slater said attendees with 

bee suits are encouraged to 
bring them, but suits will be 
provided for those who note 
the need during registration.

East Texas Beekeeping 
Field Day April 11 in 

Overton

The East Texas Beekeep-
ing Field Day will be on April 
11 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research and Extension 
Center, 1710 Farm-to-Mar-
ket Road 3053, Overton. 
Register here.

The event offers two 
workshop tracks:

Beekeeping 101 – $65
Designed for beginners, 

this workshop covers bee 
biology, hive management, 
essential equipment and best 
practices. Participants will 
spend the afternoon in the 
bee yard.

Queen Rearing Course – 
$75

An intermediate work-
shop focused on 
queen‑rearing principles, 
methods for raising 
high‑quality queens and  
sustainable colony manage-
ment. Includes a field com-
ponent.

Beekeeping 201 and 
Queen Rearing 
Course April 18 

in Lubbock

The Beekeeping 201 and 
Short Queen Rearing Course 
will be held from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. April 18 at the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research and 
Extension Center at Lub-
bock, 1102 E. Farm-to-Mar-
ket 1294, Lubbock. The 
courses are designed for 
intermediate beekeepers. 
Register here.

Beekeeping 201 – $65
A field‑based workshop  

focused on swarming biology, 
effective colony splitting, 
seasonal timing and 
real‑time hive assessment.

Queen Rearing Course – 

$75
A deeper dive into 

queen‑rearing techniques 
with hands‑on components  
similar to the Overton work-
shop.

The series of beekeeping 
programs is focused on 
improving beginner and 
advanced beekeepers’ ability 
to maintain healthy honey 
bee colonies. (Michael 
Miller/Texas A&M AgriL-
ife)

Beekeeping 101 Field 
Day on April 24 in 

Lakehills

The Beekeeping 101 short 
course will be from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon at the Lakehills 
Community Center, 11225 
Texas Park Road 37, Lake-
hills. This short-format ses-
sion provides introductory 
training for new beekeepers.

Registration is available 
online. This course is free.

Beekeeping Field Day 
and Queen Rearing 

Course May 2 in Fort 
Worth

The Beekeeping Field Day 
and Queen Rearing Short 
Course will be held from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. May 2 at the 
Tarrant County Resource 
Connection, 2300 Circle 
Drive, Fort Worth. Register 
here.

Beekeeping 101– $65
A foundational workshop 

for new beekeepers with an 
afternoon bee yard session.

Queen Rearing Course– 
$75

A hands‑on program  
focused on producing 
healthy queens and improv-
ing hive sustainability.

Adam Russell

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE
AgriLife Extension to host Beekeeping

Field Days in April and May

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
Put a Bluebonnet on It!

There is nothing better in 
the springtime than driving 
down a Texas roadway see-
ing fields of beautiful, bloom-
ing bluebonnets. Capture 
that flower power when you 
put a bluebonnet license 
plate from the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department on 
your vehicle, trailer, RV or 
motorcycle.

The plate costs just $30 
(yearly fee in addition to 

regular vehicle registration 
fees.), and $22 of every 
purchase goes directly to 
Texas State Parks to help 
fund educational, cultural 
and natural resource 
projects, as well as to pre-
serve the unique natural 
beauty of the 93 state parks, 
historic sites and natural 
areas across Texas.

Disabled symbol: This 
symbol can be displayed on 

plates for those who are 
eligible. Form VTR-214 will 
be required - contact your 
local county tax office for 
more information.

Order today - no need to 
wait for your vehicle 
registration renewal, the 
cost will be pro-rated, and 
your plates will be ready in 
just a few weeks.
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FOR SALE

SALES

The Rains County 
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes store 
will be open Saturdays 
in April from 8 am - 
noon. Clothes sale is 
open Mon.-Wed., 8 
am-12 pm, and 1 
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am 
- noon on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Browse our wide 
selection of RV Parts 
and Accessories. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

RENT/
LEASE

RENTAL HOMES 
AVAILABLE

in Emory. $1,350/mth 
& $1,200/mth. Call 
903-474-4007.

EAGLE INN 
APARTMENTS

2-BR $726/mth. No 
deposit! Apply at 
eagleinnapartments.
com.

STORAGE UNITS

Emory Self Storage, 
Hwy. 69S, 410 E. 
Lennon. Now offering 
c l imate-cont ro l l ed 
units. 903-474-9150, 
903-348-5459.

SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

MCKENZIE LAKE 
WORKS. Building 
boathouses and docks 
since 2001. Steel/metal 
bldgs., & home remod-
eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

ROHRAL REPAIR
Welding, machining – 
all metals. Tractor 
repair & Equipment 
upgrades, mechanical, 
electrical, broken 
bolts, etc. Small jobs 
are welcome! 903-
474-0899, 430-306-
4165, Emory, TX.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC 

Has all your welding, 
welding repair and 
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

CONSTRUCTION

DODSON AND SONS 
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more. 
903-259-8541. For 
plumbing needs call 
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

G&G GRAVEL. All 
types of gravel, 
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading, 
free estimates. Miller 
Grove. Bret Garrett 
903-268-6910.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

Guzman Lawn Service 
469-865-0662, 469-
644-4645, text, leave 
message or call after 
3:30 p.m. Fully 
insured. Free esti-
mates.

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing, 
hedge trimming, 
weekly/biweekly rates. 
903-521-8506, free 
estimates.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC

Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance, 
sodding, landscaping, 
tree trimming & 
removal, retaining 
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

TREE SERVICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured, 
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize 
in high risk removals. 
Trimming, Removals, 
Stumps.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards, 
insured. LI0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

HELP WANTED

Mature salesperson for 
Emory retail store 
part-time, $11 hr. 
References, resume & 
retail experience 
required. Text 214-
725-0806.

RAINS ISD NEEDS: 
Custodian/Custodian 
Substitutes, Bus 
Drivers/Substitutes, 
Food Service Employ-
ee/Substitutes, Child 
Development Center 
Employee/Substitutes. 
Salary based on expe-
rience. $320/month of 
full-time employee 
health coverage paid. 
Apply on-line at https:/
/www.ra ins i sd .o rg 
Equal Employment 
Opportunity.

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER 
SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with the manager at the 
office, located on FM 1567, east 
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., 
or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is 
available at the tract of land in 
question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

ADVERTISE
HERE!

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
FOR VEHICLE OWNER OR 

LIENHOLDER
Honda 4 wheeler, red, $978.73. 
2006 Kinroad Xintian 4 wheeler, 
green, $903.73. Total charges 
as of 4/9/2026 with charges ac-
cruing daily. In storage at: 

H&F Wrecker Inc. 
3138 RS CR 1402 
Point, TX 75472

This vehicle must be claimed 
within 30 days of this notice and 
the charges paid in full. Failure 
of the owner or lienholder to pay 
all towing, preservation, notifica-
tion and storage fees and re-
claim this vehicle before the 
30th day is a waiver by that per-
son of all right, title and interest 
in the vehicle and personal 
property; and constitutes a con-
sent to the sale of the vehicle at 
public sale. 

(903) 447-3111
VSF# 0651725VSF
WWW.TDLR.TEXAS.GOV



By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat 
softball team continued their 
quest for another District 
12-3A championship with a 
win, while the Rains Wild-
cats broke a losing streak in 
a big way.

The Lady Cats had an 
open date in district on 
Friday, April 3, so they filled 
it with a game against the 
Rockwall Lady Jackets. They 
scored first, but Rockwall 
pulled away to secure the 
14-3 victory over Rains.

In Mount Vernon on 
Friday, the Wildcats 
wrapped up their series with 

the Tigers. Rains got on the 
board first, but were held 
scoreless the rest of the game 
as they lost to Mount Ver-
non, 5-1.

The high school teams 
traveled to Commerce on 
Tuesday, April 7, for district 
games against the Tigers and 
Lady Tigers.

The Lady Cats built an 
early lead and held the Lady 
Tigers to a single run for the 
6-1 victory.

The Wildcats opened 
their weekly series against 
Commerce with a blow off 
win over the Tigers, 21-0.

The Lady Cats are 6-1 in 
District 12-3A and 12-6-1 
for the season. The Wildcats 

fall to 3-4 in district and 6-16 
for the season.

The high school teams 
will be at home on Friday, 
April 10, with the softball 
team taking on Chisum Lady 
Mustangs and the baseball 
team will face the Commerce 
Tigers.

The Lady Cats and Wild-
cats hit the road again on 
Tuesday, April 14, for games 
against Lone Oak. The girls 
game against the Lady Buf-
faloes starts at 6:00 p.m. on 
the softball field, while the 
boys game against the Buf-
faloes starts at 7:00 p.m. on 
the baseball field.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Seven Rains Wildcat and 
Lady Cat tennis players 
qualified for the Region 
2-3A tournament in Tyler 
next weekend.

The high school team 
won gold medals in girls 
doubles, boys doubles and 
mixed doubles at the two-
day tournament in Sulphur 
Springs on Monday, March 
30, and Wednesday, April 1.

Kenzy Thompson and Alli 

Wallace won the gold medal 
in girls doubles and the team 
of Kamara Ragsdale and 
Shaylee Stracener captured 
the bronze medal.

In boys doubles, Blanton 
Mayes and Keegan Wray 
were crowned the District 
12-3A champions.

Finishing the sweep of 
gold medals in the doubles 
events, Kaliyah Ragsdale and 
Kade Sustaire won the title 
for Rains in mixed doubles.

Individually, Isabella Mar-
rone finished with a silver 

medal in girls singles and will 
represent Rains at the 
regional tournament.

Wildcat Cam Reaves won 
his final match of the tourna-
ment to claim the bronze 
medal for the team.

Ragsdale, Stracener and 
Reaves qualified to be alter-
nates to the regional tourna-
ment.

The Region 2-3A tennis 
tournament is scheduled 
Friday and Saturday, April 
17-18, at the tennis courts of 
Tyler Junior College.

Allen Shivers joined 
Dwight Eisenhower on Oct. 
14, 1952 for a wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Alamo. 
This unprecedented show of 
support by the Democratic 

governor for 
the Republi-
can presi-
dential nom-
inee crushed 
any hope 
A d l a i 
S t e v e n s o n 
had of carry-
ing the Lone 
Star State.

As early as 1943, in the 
middle of World War II, 
both the Democratic and 
Republican parties 
approached Gen. Eisen-
hower about running for the 
White House. He spurned 
the suggestion saying that a 
simple soldier should be left 
alone to do his duty.

Five years later, party 
bigwigs were at it again, this 
time attempting to draft the 
war hero for the nomination. 
Once more the overtures 
met with a cool reception 
from Ike, who insisted there 
was no place in politics for 
professional soldiers.

Then in 1952 Eisenhower 
did an abrupt about-face. 
Resigning as commander of 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Alliance, he returned to the 
States to campaign actively 
for the GOP nomination 
that he won on the first 
ballot.

When Gov. Adlai Steven-
son of Illinois was chosen for 
the top spot on the opposing 
ticket in July 1952, his Texas 
counterpart was already a 
disenchanted Democrat. A 
conservative critic of the 
Truman administration, 
Shivers snorted, “Stevenson-
ism will be Trumanism with 
a Harvard accent.”

But the governor 
promised to abide by the 
verdict of the national con-
vention, if Stevenson stood 
with Texas on the tidelands 
issue. In August 1952, he 
flew to Springfield, Illinois to 
confront the candidate on 
the controversial question.

As Shivers patiently 

explained over lunch, con-
gress balked way back in 
1845 at assuming the debts 
of the Texas Republic as the 
price of annexation. Exhaus-
tive negotiations produced 
an historic compromise: 
Texas would remain respon-
sible for the debts incurred 
during the decade of inde-
pendence but would keep 
her public lands, including 
ten and a half miles out into 
the Gulf of Mexico. Of 
course, no one knew at the 
time that the offshore claim 
contained a fabulous fortune 
in oil.

One hundred and five 
years later, the U.S. Supreme 
Court nullified the tidelands 
clause of the annexation 
treaty. A sympathetic con-
gress twice passed bills 
restoring Texas’ right to the 
tidelands only to have the 
legislation vetoed by Presi-
dent Harry Truman. Faced 
with the same situation, 
Shivers asked, what would 
Stevenson do?

To his credit, Stevenson 
candidly confessed he too 
would veto any act of 
congress that reversed the 
high court ruling. At the 
request of Gov. Shivers, he 
even put that fateful opinion 
down on paper.

Shivers solemnly 
informed the waiting press 
corps of the disappointing 
outcome. As a result of his 
position on the tidelands 
tempest, the governor 
declared he could not back 
Adlai Stevenson for presi-
dent.

Shivers had hardly 
unpacked his bags before 
going on statewide radio to 
report to the people on his 
fruitless trip up north. Reit-
erating his implacable oppo-
sition to Stevenson, he 
stopped short of endorsing 
the Republican standard 
bearer.

Speaker of the House Sam 
Rayburn demanded equal 
time to rebut the governor 
and to implore Texans to 
stick with the Democratic 
Party as they had done in 
every presidential election 
save one since statehood. 

But Rayburn and Sen. Lyn-
don Johnson were waging an 
uphill battle on behalf of the 
unpopular Stevenson.

While prominent figures 
organized a “Democrats for 
Eisenhower” movement, the 
governor pondered his 
options. As he later recalled, 
“I had said I was not going to 
vote for Stevenson. And if I 
was not going to vote for 
him, there was only one 
person to vote for and that 
was Eisenhower. And then if 
I was going to vote for him, I 
should announce publicly 
that I would vote for him. 
And if I was going to vote for 
him, I might as well support 
him.”

With the election less 
than a month away, Shivers 
put his career on the line by 
endorsing the Republican: “I 
will vote for Texas-born 
Dwight D. Eisenhower for 
President of the United 
States.” And to prove his 
point, the governor appeared 
alongside the candidate sev-
eral days later at the Alamo.

Despite frantic appeals 
from Rayburn and Johnson, 
a solid majority of Texans 
refused to vote the tradi-
tional straight ticket in 
November 1952. For only 
the second time since joining 
the Union, the Lone Star 
electorate embraced the 
presidential nominee of the 
GOP.

The 1956 election was an 
instant replay as Gov. Shiv-
ers again snubbed Stevenson 
and again climbed on-board 
the “I Like Ike” bandwagon. 
Proving 1952 was no fluke, 
Eisenhower widened his 
winning margin to 55 per-
cent of the popular vote in 
the Lone Star State.

The Eisenhower victories 
in the 1950’s marked the 
beginning of the end of 
one-party politics in Texas. 
Pariahs since Reconstruc-
tion, Republicans soon 
started to give Democrats a 
run for their money in local 
as well as statewide contests.

Contact Bartee Haile at bartee-

haile@gmail.com or by mail at P.O. 

Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.
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Governor breaks ranks to Like Ike

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist

Our Seventh Annual 
Outdoor Ron-de-Voux took 
place at the Top Rail Cow-
boy Church in Greenville 
recently and, as the saying 

goes, a good 
time was had 
by all. The 
idea for the 
event started 
with a visit 
with the late 
Lee Buffing-
ton, a well-
loved radio 

personality better known as 
“Friendlee.” Friendlee passed 
away not long ago and we 
renamed the event “Luke 
Clayton’s “Friendlee” Out-
door Ron-de-Voux in his 
honor. 

Newcomers to the event 
often ask me what goes on 
there on the 18 beautiful 
acres owned by the church 
and I tell them it’s like a big 
family reunion. The church 
has a chuck wagon team and 
they are busy baking biscuits, 
serving coffee and providing 
a spot to ‘warm up’ if the 
weather is a bit chilly. We 
usually schedule the Ron-de-
Voux the first Saturday in 
March but this year, we 
changed the date to late 
March because of scheduling 
at the church. I was ‘sweat-
ing’ things a bit this year. 

We choose early March 
because the temperature is 
usually just a little chilly, 
much like fall weather and 
the warmth of a crackling 
campfire feels good. The 
daytime high temperature 
was in the upper eighties 
several days before this year’s 
event and I thought of not 
having my usual campfire. 
Campfires, warm sunshine 
and wood smoke just don’t 
seem to fit. But about a week 
before the event every 
extended weather forecast I 
saw predicted the high to be 
in the low to mid-sixties on 
our appointed day. 

I would like to thank each 
and every one that helped 
make this year’s event so 
much fun but naming every-
one would take up all the 
space I am allotted for my 
column. The event is a great 
way to sit around campfires 
and visit, and a whole lot of 
that took place. But visiting 
with venders at the various 
booths is fun as well as 
sampling the food at the 
chuck wagon, the Dutch 
Kettle clubs, and the big fish 
fry our fish cooking team 
prepares. In previous events, 
we used cast iron pots and 
skillets over propane burners 
to fry fish but were always 

challenged to have the pota-
toes, hush puppies and fish 
ready at the same time. This 
year my good friends David 
and Edgar Cotton brought 
their big outdoor fish fryers 
and greatly sped up the 
process. Conversations 
about everything from train-
ing squirrel dogs to fishing 
the crappie spawn were 
going on and I even took 
center stage around the fire 
relating a humorous tale that 
centered around a conversa-
tion on the phone with a 
new friend. Let me re-tell it, 
I think you might also get a 
laugh. 

I was cruising down Inter-
state 30 a couple days before 
the event. My plan was to 
get everything set up and 
ready. I had wood to unload, 
a few banners to set up and 
chairs to assemble. Off to the 
side of the road, I saw a 
billboard advertising crema-
tions for a bit over a thou-
sand dollars. I pulled over 
and jotted down the phone 
number. I’m not known to be 
‘cheap’ but the idea of paying 
over ten grand for a ‘lay away 
plan’ is something I defi-
nitely wish to avoid, many, 
many years from now of 
course. But when one is in 
his or her seventies, it’s a 
good idea to give thought to 
such things, right? 

I pulled into a parking lot 
and dialed the number, no 
time like the present to save 
several thousand dollars I 
was thinking.  A couple of 
rings on the phone and I was 
greeted by a very friendly guy 
that was a pleasure to talk 
with. I was visiting with Bill 
from Peters Funerals & Cre-
mations in Greenville. I 
introduced myself and as 
luck would have it, he knew 
about my weekly outdoor 
column and was a regular 
reader. 

The subject went quickly 
from saving dollars with a 
cremation to where is the 
best place to catch catfish. 
Bill was my kind of man and 
he had the ability to save me 
several thousand dollars with 
my “Luke Clayton lay away 
plan,” and…he loved fish-
ing! After a discussion of 
everything from the best rigs 
to catching catfish to a little 
Lake Texoma striper fishing 
talk, we discussed my reason 
for the call. I’m pretty good 
at getting straight to the 
point and my question was, 
“So for a bit more than a 
thousand bucks, you can 
implement my ‘lay away’ 
plan? Oh yes, says Bill that is 
basically all it costs but you 

do need an Urn. No, I 
explained I don’t need an 
urn, even at the reasonable 
price of a few dollars he 
offered. A two-minute job 
with post hole diggers and its 
dust to dust for me buddy, I 
replied. Not to be cheap but 
no, I don’t need an urn. Just 
the basic plan. Well, there is 
one other possible added 
cost. Transportation to pick 
you up is free and ten miles 
back to the funeral home is 
included but over ten miles 
is a few bucks per mile. I did 
the math in my head and 
figured the added “travel” 
cost would be only a few 
more dollars. Heck this was 
more economical than an 
Uber trip! The more I 
learned from Bill the better 
this deal sounded. How 
about paying you? Need all 
the money up front? No, says 
Bill, You can pay as you go, 
so to speak, whatever 
amount you wish. Then the 
full amount is due of course 
when the time comes to 
implement your ‘plan’. 

After our little phone 
visit, I was all in and I invited 
Bill and his office manager 
out to our event this past 
weekend. I must say I was 
pleasantly surprised when a 
very friendly guy walked up 
and introduced himself. I 
had made a new friend that 
I was anxious to introduce to 
the crowd. I had quite a 
group setting around my 
campfire and began to relate 
the tale of how Bill and I met 
and the layaway plan I 
chosen. At first everyone was 
a bit serious but as my 
humorous tale unfolded, I 
saw my plan was resonating 
with several folks. I’ve always 
said sportsmen are never at a 
loss for words and no other 
group in the world makes 
friends faster. 

Email Luke through his 
website, www.catfishradio.
org. 

LUKE CLAYTON

Outdoor folks make friends fast

Luke Clayton
Outdoor Columnist
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Keegan Wray and Blanton Mayes show off their gold medals after winning the Boys 
Doubles title at the District 12-3A tournament in Sulphur Springs on April 1.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Hunter Chandler secures the pitch for a strike while the umpire verifies the call during the 
district game against Mount Vernon on March 31 at the Rains High School.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

In the top photo, Hudson Potts puts all his momentum into the drive on the par-4 15th 
hole at the Lake Fork Golf Course during his championship round of the District 12-3A 
Tournament on Monday, April 6. Kase Jennings watches his putt roll to the hole on the 
par-4 12th hole in the left photo, while Presley Kilgore hits for the fence on her opening 
shot off the tee box of the par-4 5th hole.
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It’s almost time to go after that big mature spring gobbler, but do you know how to 
prepare the drumsticks?


