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RAINS COUNTY
Commissioners appoint county fire marshal, consider office space
By CHUCK FITTS den on personal property. The court feedback on the fees. The motion was spurred the department to consider

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commissioners
Court hired a fire marshal for Rains
County and shuffled office space during
the regular meeting on Thursday,
March 26.

During the meeting, commissioners
discussed the possibilities for hiring a fire
marshal for the county on a contract ba-
sis until the next budget cycle. They
noted that the position could not be of-
ficial until a new budget is created.

Commissioners stated that the candi-
date, David Shed, had agreed to work
on a contract basis until the new budget
year with a pay of $40 per hour.

A resident spoke to the court con-
cerning a county fire marshal, noting
that the new regulations could hurt
small businesses and put an undue bur-

noted that the fire marshal would focus
on commercial businesses and multi-
family complexes.

The contracted work of the fire mar-
shal would be paid out of the profes-
sional services contingency fund and
commissioners stated that the Rains
County Emergency Services District
had offered to help with the cost of the
position, as it helps the local fire depart-
ments.

A motion was made and unanimously
approved to hire Shed as the county fire
marshal. He will need to be sworn into
the position and bonded by the county
before he can begin working.

The court considered a permit and
application fee schedule for building
permits and inspection. A motion was
made to accept it as presented, but com-
missioners decided they might want

voted down 3-1 and the item was tabled.

Commissioners reviewed updated
blueprints showing the offices available
in the Hill Building at 239 N. Texas
Street. They discussed moving Emer-
gency Management, Environmental
Protection, Fire Marshall, the Grant
Department and the Criminal Investiga-
tion Division into the offices.

Department heads weren’t sure
which offices would be best for their em-
ployees and some were happy where
they were. Commissioners gave the
Rains County Sheriff’s office four of-
fices. They asked other department
heads to consider options as well and
took no official action on the item.

The court considered a resolution to
approve the purchase of Starlink Inter-
net Service for the Rains County Sher-
iffs office. Internet outages recently

backup options. The commissioners
unanimously approved to purchase.

Commissioners considered a request
to use Heritage Park for a tent revival
May 4-8. As Bright Star Baptist Church
is hosting the event, they agreed to pay
the deposit, hire deputies for security,
rent port-a-johns from the county and
get insurance for the event. The request
was unanimously approved.

A petition was presented to the court
to reduce the speed limit on a portion of
RSCR 1530 to 20 mph. As the limit is
below the standard speed limit of 30
mph set by the Texas Department of
Transportation, commissioners stated
that a public hearing would have to be
held and engineering and traffic studies
are required. No action was taken to al-

see COMMISSIONERS on page 2

Celebrating 125 Years
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The Emory branch of Commercial Bank of Texas hosted a gathering to celebrate 125 years of operation for CBTX on Thursday, March
26. Guests were treated to pulled pork sandwiches, chips, drinks and cake. Prizes were also given away.

POINT
Point candidate
forum on April 18

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The City of Point announced that a
candidate forum will be held at the
Point City Hall on April 18 starting at
2:00 p.m.

The forum will be an opportunity for
city residents to get to know the candi-
dates that have filed to fill the three va-
cated seats on the Point City Council.

Six candidates have officially signed
up to run in the May 2 election.

Candidates for Place 1 on the coun-
cil are Lisa Catherine Briggs and Dou-
glas House. George Judge and Susan
Lacy have filed to run for Place 2, while
Douglas Vines and Joseph Sterner are
vying for Place 4.

Mayor Angela Nelson, Council-
woman for Place 3 Tammy Hooten and
Councilwoman for Place 5 Becky
Decker are the only current members of
the city council.

The council has been unable to es-
tablish a quorum to conduct business
since December of 2025 after the resig-
nation of three council members.

The special election to fill Places 1, 2
and 4 on the Point City Council will be
held on May 2 from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00
p.m.

The election is only for those resid-
ing inside the Point city limits and will
be held at First Baptist Church of Point
at 985 Industrial Blvd.

Early voting for the special election
will be conducted weekdays from April
20 through April 28 in the Rains
County Election office at the Rains

see POINT on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Jesse and Linda Rhodes are having the time of their lives volunteering at Good Samaritans

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Linda Rhodes worked in a food
bank when she and her husband Jesse
lived in Jowa. When they moved near
Lake Fork, they decided they would
both volunteer at Rains County Good
Samaritans. They have volunteered
there for three years and now work on
Monday and Thursday mornings.
Jesse helps with furniture in the thrift
store and Linda helps with appliances.
Jesse also helps unload donation de-
liveries which takes extra time, so he
volunteers more days when necessary.

“We get about three or four truck-
loads of goods a week,” said Jesse.
“We clean everything and check to
make sure objects like appliances
work. We get a lot of good stuff and
some are still in original boxes, as if

they might have been Christmas
presents that couldn’t be used. On
Saturday mornings when the thrift
shop is open, we have as many as 87
people waiting at the door for our
opening.”

ular volunteers work with him in
housewares and that they can always
use more. Robert Burns, president of
Good Samaritans, clears all potential
volunteers, which include some who
are sentenced to community service
by judges.

years of working. Linda was a cook
and janitor at a PreK through 12th
grade school where Jesse had gradu-
ated. Jesse spent some time in the
U.S. Air Force where he became a
good typist. Then he drove a semi-
truck every week for 25 years from

Jesse said that about five or six reg-

The Rhodes retired after many

Iowa to North Carolina when he
worked for a battery company head-
quartered in Pennsylvania.

Linda was born in Missouri, but
when she was eight years old she and
her family moved to Amarillo, Texas,
where she lived until the couple got
married in 1994. They moved to Iowa
in 1999 where Jesse began his truck-
driving career.

Jesse grew up as an adopted only
child. Little did he know that he was
originally one of 12 children.

“My siblings actually located me af-
ter we had been separated for 30
years, and we have now been reunited
for 20 years,” he said. “I see one of my
brothers whenever 1 visit lowa. |
thought I had several brothers and sis-
ters, but was very surprised when I

see SPOTLIGHT on page 2

Jesse and Linda Rhodes
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
P, open meetings

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 pm.,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
. Housten 5t., Edgewsod, 903-
8%6-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
dth Men., 5:15 p.m., 215 N,
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Sawrday
7-00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DAMNCE - Mon., 7-00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 15t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,
10000 a.m-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fid 514, Emory. 303-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs., 11:30 a.m., wiwe
lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Znd Tues., 1-3
p.m. 9483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
T, Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. &9

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Mon_,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
1st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, #03-269-
Bdds

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

Znd Sat. of each month
9:00am.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUE -

15t Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon,, &:00 pm.,
Jan., Mar,, May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr, June, dug., Oct,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
~July 31 & Oct. 30, &30 p.m.,
Roma Restaurant, 2450 FM 47

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a.m.-noon,
03-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
& Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 or
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jnd Tues., 7:00 p.m,,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emory City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues, 6:45 pm,,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rrains Tax Office a1 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dthThurs,, 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 150 5CHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 p.m,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

Jrd Monday, 6:30 pm,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tiees, and Thurs,, 8:00 a,m, -
5:00 p.m, 110 E Marth St
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 9039747231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Opan Mon-Fri. 7 am-4 p.m
903-473-5009 or 5098

Rains County Leader

NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday
in the building behind the
public library on Hwy. 69 in
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m.
Hours for Thursday are 8:00
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will
be open every Saturday in
April from 8:00 a.m.-noon.
Funds go to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

American Legion
Breakfast Sat.,
April 11

Rabb Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #156
will hold a breakfast buffet
on Saturday, April 11, from

7:00-10:00 a.m. at the Post
home at 215 N. Duffy St. in

Emory. Takeouts are offered.

ayment is by donation,
which goes towards the
upkeep of the home and for
veterans’ projects.

Alba Public Library

Celebration Apr. 18

On April 18, from 8:00
a.m.-2:00 p.m., the Alba
Public Library & Museum
will celebrate its fifteenth
year in operation. Students
will bring a snack from
recipes from long ago and
the library will offer cake and
punch. On display will be
local student’s research,
essays, recipes and artistic
creations.  Library  and
museum tours will be avail-
able and there will be a book
sale until 2:00 p.m. The 5K
run/walk will begin at 7:00
a.m., at the square, with the
$25 fee going towards a
mural for the front of the
building.

Ask these two questions
before buying a home

If you're 1ooking for a new
place to live, you've probably
heard people say buying is
better than
renting. It
sounds sim-
ple, but it’s
not.

The right

" choice

BRANDON ROBERTS d d
Edward Jones epen S on
Financial Advisor your situa-
tion, your

budget and how long you
plan to stay.

Before scrolling through
home listings, think about
whether you can afford to
buy and whether buying
makes sense for you.

A down payment and
mortgage are only part of the

picture. You'll face closing
costs, insurance, taxes,
repairs and the ongoing
chores that come with own-
ing a place.

Another big factor is time.
Buying usually works best
when you expect to stay put
for at least a few years,
because that gives you time
to build equity.

On the other hand,
renting can offer flexibility
and fewer responsibilities.

In the end, the better
choice is the one that fits
your life and your long term
goals.

This content was provided by
Edward Jones for use by Brandon

Roberts, your Edward Jones financial
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.
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COMMISSIONERS

Continued from page 1
low the checking of specili-
Catlons.

The court unanimously
ilE'l]'lT'i'l‘u'{‘d il I!'ll'll,i.l.?‘['l Loy wacalte
a portion of RSCR 1465 that
had not been used as a road
in 20 years. They approved
the replat of two subdivisions
and authorized the judge o
sign a Memorandom  of
Understanding (MOLU} with
the Andrews Center for
SETVICES.

Commissioners approved
amendments to the Rains
County  Library  Advisory
Board By-laws to have five
members appointed on odd
vears  and  six members
appointed on even years,
They granted the Road &
Bridge department  permis-
sion to enter private property
to unload dirt from work on

RSCR 1330.

The court approved an
Interlocal agreement with
the Ciry of East Tawakoni
for road work, passed a
resolution o updare  the
Homeland Security grant
application, approved a reso-
lution o submit a proposal
for the CDBG-DR grane and
authorized the county judge
to sign a Tobacco Expendi-
ture Report.

Rains County Judge Brent
Hilliard was not present for
the meeting, as he was at
judicial trainimg.

The next regular meering
of the Rains County Com-
missioners Court s sched-
uled for Thursday, April 9, at
10:00 aam. in the courtroom
of the Rains County Court-
house.

POINT

Continued from page 1

E_:uunt':.' (_:uur1|1<111.\1' Annex
during regular business hours
of 8:00 a.m to 5:00 pm.
.'-"'l]~['.||r.':11iun.~i for ballon |.13.'
mail must be received at the
Rains County Election office
ne larer than the close of
business on April 20. The
mailing address for the
election office is 220 W.

huitman S, Ste.
Texas 75440,

For more information on
the .\-[u'r.'i.ﬂ L'||:r|!im:., Contact
the Rains County Election
office  at  903-473-5009,
lisakneiflitt rains.co.rx.us  or
WAL o TS T 1S P ge s Tam-
s.Electioms.,

F.1 F.I!H myy,

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

learned there were 12 of us.”

The couple have daugh-
ters living in Alabama and
California, and some chil-
dren in Texas. Their first
;-_El.'d'l'l\,lli.']':l'ild % I..,'I.I.I‘.‘il.." o two
vears old, and two more are
on the way.

"J{'Ill'll.'l'l ;l.‘ikk"d ill:"l.:"\lt ]'I(:ll"'
hies, they said that they go
EVing in the summer, mrav-
I..,"]i.'l'l!-_' Ly ]L!"I.‘n'il il'lll'd l.ﬂl:'l'.."'r
places, They keep the RV

plugged in, so visitors have a

Baptist Church in Yantis
where Jesse sings in the
|._|:1|1Ir H1. AN [l'l.i1, ]'lq. I'I. 1%
been singing all his life and
learned o play the guirar at
age 30 He is currently
learning to play the violin
and when friends visit, they

I:'l. Ve Jam 5¢ S510HS. ] |'|'IJ 1
loves o sew, especially
quilts. They say they are

having the time of their lives
at Good Samaritans making
money o take care of people
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122 N Texas 5t | PO Box 1221
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132 M Texas St | PO Box 1221
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News? Advertising? Questions?
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chuck.fitts @ rainscountyleader.com
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4450 FM 515, Emory,, TX 754440

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC
SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

DRIVEWAYS
HOUSE PADS - LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS A
AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

J—

(903) 473-3899
Installer's License 1 & License 2

L.L. Spencer Real Estate

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959
Don R. Spencer Owner/Broker
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hver 22 years experience in rehabilitation sports
medicine injuries, orthopedic surgeries and various
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(903) 474-9436
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Now Open 5 Days Per Week

SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku Is o complede the enfire grid using the numbars 1-8. Each
number can only be used once n each row, once in each column, and ance in
each of the 3c3 boxes. Visil www.sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help
about how ko play - and good huck!
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LEGAL NOTICE:

This Texas Lottery scratch ticket game will close on
April 10, 2026. You have until October 7, 2026, to redeem
any tickets for this game: #2698 Winter Winnings (35)
overall odds are 1 in 3.91. This Texas Lottery scratch
ticket game will close on April 16, 2026. You have
until October 13, 2026, to redeem any tickets for this
game: #2599 Colossal Cashword ($50) overall odds
are 11in 3.31. This Texas Lottery scratch ticket game
will close on April 17, 2026. You have until October
14, 2026, to redeem any tickets for this game; #2693
Wild Cash (35) overall odds are 1 in 4.10. These Texas
Lottery scratch ticket games will close on May 20, 2026.
You have until November 16, 2026, to redesm any
tickets for these games: #2696 White Elephant ($1) overall
odds are 1 in 4.49, #2663 Cowboys (35) overall odds
are 1 in 3.80, #2664 Houston Texans ($5) overall odds
are 1 in 3.77. Texaslottery.com is the official source
for all pertinent game information. Game closing
procedures may be initiated for documented business
reasons. These games may have prizes unclaimed,
including top prizes. In addition, game closing procedures
will be initiated when all top prizes have been claimed.
During closing, games may be sold even after all top
prizes have been claimed. Must be 18 or older to purchase
a ticket. PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with a gambling
problem, ncpgambling.org. © 2026 Texas Department

of Licensing and Regulation.
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CITY GIRL

The Empty Tomb

By Linda Brendle

Three years ago this
coming May, David and I
took a trip to Israel along
with a couple dozen mem-
bers of our church family.
Thinking
about what
to write this
week when
we remem-
ber  Jesus'
final days on
earth, His

LINDA BL!ENDLE ultimate sac-
Le s

cr)nes;orel:iem rlflce ) and

His tri-

umphant resurrection

brought up many mental
images of that trip. After I
looked back at the pictures
we took and re-read what I
wrote at the time, I wanted
to share part of the column I
wrote for the June 4, 2023
edition titled “Israel High-
lights.”
skeskesk

The last few days were
spent in Jerusalem and the
surrounding areas. Here, the
sites of the significant events
in the life and death of Jesus
are more memorial than
historical since the actual
locations are not certain.
Still, T loved walking in the
Old City where the old and
new along with the adher-
ents of the three major world
religions intermingle. Much
of it was very commercial-
ized, like the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre which is
built over the traditional site
of Jesus’ crucifixion and
burial. The church is shared
by six Christian denomina-
tions and is an odd mixture
of the extremely simple and
the super ornate, and it was
sometimes difficult to get
past the almost carnival
atmosphere and remember
why we had come. But there
were moments when the
magnitude of what had
happened in that city. if not
in that exact spot, became
real. The original floors and
streets were many feet below
where we stood and walked,
buried beneath layers of each
new civilization, but the

locations were the same. All
[ could do at those real
moments was stand in
grateful awe and silent
prayer. There were other
moments when the narrow,
crowded streets became
overwhelming, and all I
could do was hold onto the
back of David’s shirt as he
made a way between the
people.

Late in the day, we left the
chaos of the Old City and
visited the Garden Tomb. As
much as [ insist that I didn’t
like any one place more than
another, I have to admit to
leaning toward this one. [
don’t know if it was the time
of day, or if this alternate
location of the crucifixion
and burial is just not one of
the more popular attractions,
but it wasn't nearly as
crowded as the other places
we had visited. It was a
peaceful garden setting with
blooming flowers and vine-
covered trellises overhead to
block out the hot afternoon
sun. We had a special guide
to show us through the
Garden, a blind young man
with a calm demeanor that
added to the tranquility.

The first thing he showed
us was a rock formation that
is believed to be Golgotha,
the Place of a Skull
Although an earthquake
knocked out the bridge of
the nose, the empty eye
sockets and the rest of the
nose are visible. The guide
said that, unlike tradition
that shows the cross on a
“hill far away,” part of the
purpose of crucifixion was as
a deterrent, so the crosses
would have been placed at
the foot of the hill right next
to the roadway. That was
one of those real moments,
almost seeing the passersby
mocking and insulting Jesus
and even spitting on Him.
After giving us time to ask
questions and take pictures,
the guide led us to the tomb.

While we waited our turn
to go in, he explained that
no one believes this was the
exact tomb where Jesus was

buried, but it is similar to it.
There were two very small
rooms inside the tomb, a
front area with a ledge where
the family could anoint and
wrap the body and a back
area with a niche where the
body rested. There was a rail
to keep visitors in the front
area, but standing at that rail
and seeing that niche was
another real moment. The
broken body of Jesus lay in a
tomb like this one, and when
He rose, His tomb was
empty, too.

When everyone in our
little group had visited the
tomb, our guide led us to a
little chapel. 1 didn’t look
closely at the exterior of it,
but inside it was made to
look as if it has been carved

into a rock with stone
benches carved around the
walls. There were just

enough seats for our group,
and there was a small table
that had been set for the
Lord’s Supper. The atmos-
phere was quiet and contem-
plative as Pastor Jason gave
us a few minutes to share a
special moment from the
trip. After we had shared our
thoughts and shared in the
bread and the cup, Gene led
us in singing a chorus that
summed up everything we
had seen and experienced in
the past week and what we
had just celebrated.

Because He lives, I can face
tomorrow.

Because He lives, dll fear is
gone

Because 1 know He holds
the future

And life is worth the living
just because He lives.

sfeskesk

May you all have a blessed
weekend, and may those
blessings continue in your
heart throughout the rest of
the year.

Linda
Linda Brendle writes a weekly
column for Believers’ Baptist

Church. She is a published author
and also writes about caregiving,
faith, and family on her blog at hetp:/
/www.LifeAfterCaregiving.
WordPress.com. You can e-mail her
at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

Women's Service Club

The Women’s Service
Club had their executive
meeting to discuss the
success of the Baked Potato
To Go dinner. It was a great
success!

The

Ladies appreciate

everyone who came to the
event. It is one of many
fundraisers  they  have
planned this year and they
encourage everyone to con-
tinue supporting Women’s
Service Club events. The

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE
Use cardboard to stop weeds in your garden

‘Sheet mulching’ is
easy way to recycle
boxes while fighting
weeds and
improving soil

Have extra cardboard
boxes from online shopping?
Don’t throw them away. You
can reuse them in your
garden or yard as a low-cost
way to stop weeds and enrich
your soil.

Using cardboard as a weed
barrier — or sheet mulching
— is a simple, effective
method that suppresses
weeds and gradually enriches
soil, said Jayla Fry, Texas
A&M Agrilife Extension
Service specialist and assis-
tant professor in the Texas
A&M Department of Horti-
cultural Sciences.

“This is a very straightfor-
ward technique,” Fry said.
“It’s simple. Anybody can do
it, and it works very, very
well.”

How sheet mulching
works

Sheet mulching, some-
times called lasagna garden-
ing, involves laying flattened
cardboard around plants to
block sunlight from reaching
the soil, then covering it
with mulch.

Without sunlight, weed
seeds are less likely to germi-
nate and existing weeds
weaken and die.

Fry recommends leaving
cardboard in large, whole
pieces for the best results.

“Every time you shred it

or have holes in it, that’s a
potential for light to get
through,” she said. “If the
light gets to the soil, weeds
can pop up.”

Steps for sheet
mulching

To sheet mulch:

e Lay flattened sheets of
cardboard around plants and
overlap the edges to block
light.

e Thoroughly soak the
cardboard with water, which
helps the cardboard stay in

place.
e Cover the cardboard
with about 3 inches of

mulch. The mulch helps
hold moisture and improves
the appearance.

Over time, both the
cardboard and mulch will
break down, contributing
organic matter and small
amounts of nutrients back
into the soil.

Best types of
cardboard for
gardening

Not all cardboard is
suitable for gardening.

Fry recommends using
plain brown corrugated card-
board. Large shipping boxes,
moving boxes and large
appliance cartons, which can
be cut into custom-sized
sheets are ideal. Fry advises
avoiding heavily colored or
slick, printed boxes.

Before applying cardboard
to your lawn or garden,
remove plastic tape, labels
and staples.
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the Courthouse at Christ-
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Reported by

Jeannine Hayes

Watering tips when
using cardboard mulch

Cardboard blocks light,
but it can also slow water
from reaching the soil.

If you use overhead water-
ing, you may need to water
longer to ensure moisture
moves through both mulch
and cardboard, Fry said. For
best results, install drip
irrigation beneath the card-
board so water reaches plant
roots efficiently.

Where sheet
gardening works best

Cardboard mulching
works best around perennial
plants that live for multiple
growing seasons because the
cardboard can remain undis-
turbed as it breaks down, Fry
said.

Examples are:

* Trees

* Shrubs

* Long-lived ornamen-
tals

When planting annual
flowers or vegetables, you
may need to creatively adjust
how you place the cardboard
around the plants, Fry said.

Gardeners may leave a
larger area for annuals to
spread and will have to weed
in between but this will still
decrease the overall amount
of weeding that will need to
take place, she added.

“In most cases, you can
get at least a season out of it,
sometimes longer, depending
on conditions,” Fry said.
“Eventually it will break
down, and you'll need to

reapply.”

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to

Rains County Leader

Call 903-473-2653

Strange History in the Sky

“Drones can be useful tools,
and I am all about useful tools.
One of my mottos is ‘the right
tool for the right job.””

Martha Stewart

On Nov.
21, 1916, a
biplane
crashed into
the cold
waters  of
Long Island’s
Great South
Bay. Thank-
fully, pilot
and inventor
Lawrence
Sperry and his student
Dorothy Rice Pierce both
survived. They were fished
from the water naked, found
by duck hunters. Sperry
insisted that the force of the
crash had caused them to
lose all of their clothes. The
next day, newspapers sported
the headline, “Aerial Petting
Ends in Wetting.” Perry later
admitted that in the throes
of passion he had acciden-
tally bumped the autopilot
control, a contraption he’d
invented, disengaging it and
causing the crash. Though
titillating, the real story here
was not the embarrassing
aerial romance. It was
Sperry’s autopilot stabilizer.
His autopilot invention is
still used on aircraft today
and was the mechanical
ancestor of our modern
drones.

Lawrence Burst Sperry
grew up in a family sur-
rounded by mechanical
experimentation. His father,
Elmer Ambrose Sperry, was
an avid inventor with hun-
dreds of patents to his name.
Young Lawrence absorbed
his father’s inventive drive,
tinkering at home. He
opened a bicycle repair shop
at the age of 10, and built a
glider in his parents’ base-
ment, which he later motor-
ized.

In 1913, Sperry earned his
pilot’s license, becoming one
of the youngest aviators in
the U.S. Around this time,
Sperry turned his attention
to the problem of aircraft
instability. But he didn’t stop
there. After creating his
autopilot stabilizer, he rea-
soned that aircraft could be
controlled from afar without
a pilot.

Though aircraft design
had come a long way since
the Wright Brothers flight
just 10 years earlier, air-
planes were still somewhat
primitive machines demand-
ing continuing human cor-
rection to stay directed and
aloft. Perhaps with his
amorous intentions in mind
and the prospect of hands-
free flight, Sperry began to
tackle this problem.

Airplane flight involves

JODY DYER
Typewriter Weekly

three dimensions of move-
ment: pitch, roll, and yaw.
Pitch controls climb and
descent, tilting the airplane’s
nose up or down. Roll banks
the aircraft into turns, tip-
ping the wings left or right.
Yaw keeps the plane aligned
properly by swiveling it from
side to side. An airplane has
three control surfaces that
pilots use to control this
movement: elevators,
ailerons, and a rudder. Ele-
vators are tail flaps used to
raise or lower the nose of the
plane. Ailerons are wingtip
flaps used to tilt the aircraft
left or right. And the rudder
in the tail is used to counter
sideways motion.

Sperry’s  father  had
invented a naval gyroscope,
a large, rapidly spinning
wheel, used in ships to
counter the vessel’s rolling
motion at sea. Airplanes
requited something smaller
and more sensitive, so Sperry
modified his father’s design,
creating a small gyroscopic
stabilizer that could sense all
three motions at once and
adjust an aircraft automati-
cally.

In June of 1914, at the
world’s first airplane safety
competition, held in Paris,
inventors from around the
world gathered to demon-
strate their aeronautical
innovations. And Sperry
arrived with his autopilot
stabilizer. In front of a crowd
of awestruck spectators
Sperry put on a show. With
his hands raised, he stood in
the cockpit of his plane while
his mechanic and assistant
Emil Cachin climbed out
onto the wing. They flew
past the grandstands without
anyone controlling the air-
craft. The duo made four
more passes in front of the
crowd. Each time Sperry and
his assistant climbed out
onto the wings or tail of their
plane without a pilot in the
cockpit. The astonished
observers couldn’t believe
their eyes. Sperry’s autopilot
stabilizer became big news
worldwide.

Ever the bad boy, Sperry
was fond of stunts and
spectacle. In 1922, he landed
his plane on a busy Long
Island street, playfully taking
off again when pursued by
the police. Later that year, as
part of a publicity tour, he
brazenly landed his plane on
the steps of the U.S. Capitol
in Washington. He was pro-
moting a new low-cost
airplane for the flying public,
the Sperry Messenger.

In 1916, during WWI,
Sperry joined other inven-
tors, including his father, to
build a guided missile, or
“aerial torpedo,” using his
automatic stabilizer. This
miniature aircraft with a

torpedo-shaped body and
small biplane wings, was
designed to deliver a bomb
on a one-way trip. Sperry
hoped to add landing gear so
that the small plane could
drop bombs and return
home, but the pressure to
complete the project as war
raged prohibited this addi-
tion. These aerial torpedoes
met with limited success
during the war due to
numerous complications, but
they were the first pilotless
missiles, early military
drones.

Not until satellite-based
positioning systems were
developed in the 1990s did
drone development advance
significantly. Modern drones
use GPS systems and
onboard computers to navi-
gate precisely, but we can
trace their lineage back to
Sperry’s autopilot technol-
ogy.

On Dec. 13, 1923,
Lawrence Sperry took off in
heavy fog, flying over the
English Channel. Uncon-
cerned by the poor flight
conditions, he trusted his
instruments. Besides his
autopilot stabilizer, Sperry
had developed a gyroscopic
horizon  indicator  that
enabled pilots flying blind to
still “see” the horizon. He
trusted his spinning metal to
keep him airborne and above
the ground, and water.

Somewhere over the
Channel, Sperry vanished.
His plane was later found
intact, floating in the calm
sea. It was determined that
the crash was caused by
engine failure, compounded
by heavy fog. Sperry’s body
was recovered a month later.
The man who spent his life
engineering aircraft to fly on
their own had flown into the
clouds one last time, depen-
dent upon his inventions.

Lawrence Burst Sperry
was an aviation pioneer and
mechanical genius whose
work is still known today. He
deserves to be remem-

bered...

JODY DYER is a columnist,
author, and former teacher. Described
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and
accomplished feral hog trapper. He
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors,
and is good with dogs and children.
He is the father of three, and lives
with his wife in Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2026 Jody Dyer

Advertising
Works
903-4/3-12653

Investing in a C.D. Makes Sense

Commercial Bank of Texas

A Certificate of Deposit is one of the smartest, easiest
ways to invest your money.

Mext time you have money to invest, stop in and visit
with us about investing in a Certificate of Deposit.

Money invested in a C.I0. Is completely safe and FDIC
insured to $250,000. And, the rate of interest is
guaranteed by the bank for the term of the investment.,
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Sheriff's Report

Rains County Lieader

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the following
reports of activity during the
week of March 23-29:

Arrests

3-24:
Marlon
Eduardo
Cabrera
Sosa. Traffic
offense Class
C, $200
bond.

3.26:
Bradley Arthur Disbro. Pro-
bation violation Possession
of a controlled substance PG
1/1-B less than 1 gr., take
weapon from officer, unlaw-
ful possession of a firearm by
felon, DWI third or more,
Warrant Rockwall Co.,
$40,000 bond.

3.28: Jason David Nea-
gle. Evading arrest detention
with vehicle/watercraft with
previous conviction or
severe bodily injury warrant,

bond denied.
Calls

3-23: CR 1540 Medical
assist; Rhodes Dr. Welfare
concern; Kansas St. Repos-
session; PR 7370 Abandoned
vehicle; CR 4325 Suspicious
vehicle; Hwy. 69 Reckless
driver; Hwy. 19N Medical
assist; FM 779 Livestock on
roadway; CR 2245 Agency
assist; Ave. B Animal welfare
concern; FM 515 Pedestrian
stop; FM 515 Pedestrian
stop; Quitman St. Escort; PR
7423 Controlled burn; CR
1150 Found property; CR
3450 Welfare concern; FM
2324 Noise complaint; CR
3190 Animal bite.

3.24: PR 7702 Medical
assist; CR 2610 Medical
assist; FM 779 Controlled
burn; E Lennon Dr. Animal
welfare concern; E Lennon
Dr. Welfare concern; Duffy
St. Civil matter; CR 3450
Meet complainant; Duffy St.
Animal welfare concern;
Egret Cir. Medical assist;
Quitman St. Escort; E
Lennon Dr. Stolen vehicle;
Sheriff's Office (SO) lobby
Meet complainant; FM 859
Pursuit; CR 1410 Extra
patrol; FM 275 Motorist
assist; FM 515 Agency assist;
FM 515 Medical assist;
Planters St. Warrant service.

Littlefield Dr. Disturbance;

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

Quinlan Family

FROM $1 1 95/SET

* New Patients Welcome

¢ Lab on premises

* Relines

+ Soft-Lined Dentures

* Repairs while you wait

* Oral Surgery

+ Sedation

* General & Cosmetic Dentistry

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 1998

9011 Hwy. 3348, Suite A
Quinlan, TX 75474
*Prices may vary with additional

or different techniques used or
individual needs of patients

CR 3317 Suspicious person;
E Lennon Dr. Suspicious
vehicle; SO Suspicious per-
son; Duffy St. Medical assist;
Hwy. 69 Investigation.

3-25: S Texas St. Crimi-
nal trespass; S Texas St.
Courtesy transport; Little-
field Dr. Disturbance; CR
3450 Medical assist; CR
1325 Suspicious vehicle; CR
3030 Medical assist; S Texas
St. Loitering; 3rd St. Emory
Medical assist; Hwy. 69
Reckless driving; Bull Creek
Bridge Abandoned vehicle;
CR 2370 Residence alarm;
Duffy St. Medical assist;
Industrial Blvd. Civil matter;
Hwy. 69 Reckless driver; FM
514 Medical assist; FM 779
Damaged property; Duffy St.
Follow wup investigation;
Hwy. 69W Assault; CR 1411
Structure fire; CR 2530
CGrass fire; FM 3299 Assist
motorist; SO lobby Meet
complainant; PR 5451
Suspicious vehicle; CR 2370
Harassment; S Dunbar Ln.
Assault; 2nd St. Point
Assault; Industrial Blvd.
Accident; CR 1425 Welfare
concern, S Texas St. Welfare
concern; S Dunbar Ln.
Terroristic threats; S Texas
St. Welfare concern; CR
1491 Disturbance.

3-26: SO Warrant ser-
vice; FM 514 Pursuit; FM
513 Terroristic threat; Hwy.
69 at Hwy. 276 Welfare
concern; District clerk office
Welfare concern; Quitman
St. Special assignment; Doris
Briggs Pkwy. Medical assist;
E Lennon Dr. Extra patrol; S
Texas St. Assault; CR 4252
Agency assist; E Lennon Dr.
Medical assist; Quitman St.
Special assignment; CR 1310
Follow up investigation; FM
515 Street blocked; Hwy. 69
Reckless driving; Industrial
Blvd. Accident; W Lennon
Dr. Courtesy transport; SO
lobby Found property; FM
2946 Abandoned vehicle; S
Texas St. Accident; FM 515
Medical assist; CR 2570
Livestock on roadway; Hwy.
19N Controlled burn; FM
2946 Accident; SO lobby
Meet complainant; W Quit-
man St. Problems with
juvenile.

3.27: Rhodes Dr. Tres-
passing; CR 3346 Medical
assist; CR 3445 Medical
assist; Hwy. 276 at CR 1605
Assist motorist; Hwy. 19
Controlled burn; FM 513
Disturbance; SO lobby Meet
complainant; Airport Rd.
Meet complainant; Lake
Fork Dr. Theft; Airport Rd.
Welfare concern; FM 47
Suicidal subject; E Lennon

Dr. Welfare concern; FM
3274 Livestock on roadway;
Skyline Dr. Drug activity;
FM 2737 Medical assist; SO
lobby Meet complainant;
Hwy. 69E Suspicious activ-
ity; CR 3367 Meet com-
plainant; Briggs Blvd. Medi-
cal assist; North St. Medical
assist; Avenue East Follow
up investigation; CR 1606
Follow up investigation; CR
1605 Paper service; FM 2946
Welfare concern; CR 3367
Criminal trespass; CR 3445
Medical assist; Hwy. 69
Reckless driver.

3-28: CR 3202 Medical
assist; Hwy. 19N Reckless
driver; CR 3500 Medical
assist; N Texas St. Funeral
escort; E Lennon Dr. Medi-
cal assist; CR 3445 Medical
assist; Dunbar Ln. Welfare
concern; PR 5451 Harass-
ment; S Dunbar Ln. Disor-
derly conduct; S Texas St.
Welfare concern; Hwy. 69
@ CR 1235 Motorist assist;
FM 515 Medical assist; CR
3480 Burglary; Egret Cir.
Theft; CR 4510 Extra patrol;
Van Zandt Co. line Hwy.
19S Reckless driver.

3-29: SO Mental subject;
CR 1495 Controlled burn;
Hwy. 69 Abandoned vehi-
cle; CR 3202 Aggressive
animal;CR 3160 Controlled
burn; SO lobby Mental
subject; Hwy. 276 Criminal
trespass; FM 275 911 hang
up call; CR 1399 Grass fire;
SO Medical assist; SO lobby
Suspicious person; FM 514
Yantis Welfare concern; FM
2737 Lone Oak Animal
welfare concern; Industrial
Blvd. Point Pedestrian stop;
Ravine St. Suspicious vehi-
cle; CR 3335 Terroristic
threats; FM 2737 Harass-
ment; E Lennon Dr. Meet
complainant; FM 514 Dis-
turbance; CR 3335 Harass-
ment; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; CR 4254 Medical

assist.

The Sheriff's Department
reported 327 calls for the
week. Among the calls were:
1 paper service, 3 criminal
trespass, 1 damaged prop-
erty, 1 disorderly conduct, 5
disturbances, 1 drug activity,
2 escort, 3 extra patrol, 3
follow up investigation, 2
found property, 1 fraud, 1
funeral escort, 5 harass-
ments, 1 structure fire, 1
investigation, 4 livestock on
roadway, 1 loitering, 10 meet
complainant, 2 mental sub-
ject, 1 noise complaint, 2
grass fires, 1 problems with a
juvenile, 30 public service, 2
pursuit, 7 reckless driving, 1

Resale
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ATTENTION RAINS COUNTY PROPERTY OWNERS!!

IS YOUR PROPERTY

FROM FRAUD?

UD N LERT

RAINS COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE IS NOW OFFERING
PROPERTY FRAUD PROTECTION.

PLEASE VISIT THE COUNTY CLERK'S WEB PAGE
WWW.CO.RAINS. TX.US/PAGE/RAINS.COUNTY.CLERK

AND CLICK ON PROPERTY FRAUD ALERT AND SIGN UP
TODAY!IT ISVERY QUICK TO SIGN UP AND GIVES YOU
OPTIONS ON HOW YOU PREFER TO BE NOTIFIED.

THIS SERVICE IS COMPLETLEY FREE TO THE PUBLIC!!
PROPERTY FRAUD HOTLINE 1-800-728-3858

repossession, 2 special
assighment, 1 stolen vehicle,
1 street blocked, 1 suicidal
subject, 1 suspicious activity,
3 suspicious person, 5 suspi-
cious vehicle, 3 terroristic
threats, 2 thefts, 2 warrant
service, 15 welfare concern,

1 trespassing, 4 accidents, 9
controlled burns, 1 aggres-
sive animal, 2 public assist, 2
911 hang up calls, 3 pedes-
trian stop, 4 abandoned
vehicle, 3 agency assist, 1
residence alarm, 1 animal
bite, 4 animal welfare con-

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Paxton calls for Hancock’s removal

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton called for Gov.
Greg Abbott to remove
acting

comptroller

Kelly Han-
cock, calling
him an
“incompe-
tent loser,”
The Dallas
Morning
N e w s
reported.
Paxton said
the governor
should replace him with Don
Huffines, who defeated
Hancock in the GOP pri-
mary race for the post earlier
this month.

“Kelly Hancock was
rejected by Texans because
he failed to do his job. He
failed to take me down
during impeachment, and
his career is over,” Paxton
wrote on X. “It’s time for him
to be fired.”

Before his appointment as
acting comptroller, Hancock
served in the Texas Senate
and was one of two Republi-
can state senators who voted
to convict Paxton in his
impeachment trial. Paxton
was acquitted.

The latest dispute comes
after Hancock sent a letter
to Paxton and to federal
officials, calling for stripping
the Houston Quran Acad-
emy of its charter because of
alleged ties to CAIR, the
nation’s largest Muslim civil
rights advocacy organization.
Abbott has designated that
group a foreign terrorist
organization. The academy is
suing to overturn the desig-
nation.

state
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GARY BORDERS

Texas Press Association

Texas poised to lead
nation in data centers

Texas is poised to lead the
nation by 2030 in the num-
ber of data centers, the
Austin American-Statesman
reported, surpassing Vir-
ginia. The state currently has
6.5 gigawatts of data center
capacity under construction,
accounting for 20 percent of
the capacity added to the
U.S. pipeline last year. One
gigawatt can power about
750,000 homes on average.

Data centers provide the
infrastructure to support
both crypto currency facili-
ties and the growth of artifi-
cial intelligence. The centers
require huge amounts of
power and water to operate.
The Electric Reliability
Council of Texas, which
operates most of the state’s
power grid, said the continu-
ing growth in data centers
will increase Texas energy
demand by 71 percent in the
next five years.

Central Texas has become
the top data center market in
the country. The American-
Statesman identified at least
55 completed or planned
projects between Temple
and San Antonio in 2025.

$116 million in FIFA
safety grants
announced

The city of Houston and
the North Central Texas
Council of Governments,
areas that are both hosting
FIFA World Cup events, will
receive $116 million in
grants to provide for safety
personnel, equipment and
other public safety needs, the
governor’s  office  has
announced.

“The FIFA World Cup
coming to Texas gives our
state a premier opportunity
to showcase all it has to
offer," Abbott said in a news
release. “These public safety
grants will help ensure that
travelers visiting and travel-
ing throughout Texas can
enjoy our great state safely,
will bolster Texas' efforts to
combat crime, and help
prevent potential acts of
violence.”

The money is coming
from the federal government
under the omnibus budget
bill passed last year. The
budget provides $625 million
in federal funding to host
cities across America. The
funds are allocated for recip-
ients to provide extensive
security to protect venues,
players, staff and attendees
against potential terrorist
attacks.

License seekers will
have to prove they’re
in country legally

Anyone seeking a profes-
sional license in Texas, from
barbers to dog breeders, will
have to prove they are in the
country legally after May 1,
The Texas Tribune reported.
The state’s Commission on
Licensing and Regulation
last week adopted a new rule
that could affect thousands
of workers.

A long line of speakers at
a hearing urged the commis-
sion not to adopt the rule,
arguing it will hamper the
state’s economy and push
people to work without a
license. The commission
oversees the Texas Depart-
ment of Licensing and
Regulation.

“TDLR has long been
evaluating verification of
license eligibility in line with
federal law. With the trans-
fer of the Texas Lottery to
TDLR, the recent launch of
our licensing system modern-
ization project, and
increased focus on combat-
ting human trafficking, the
department is moving for-
ward with lawful presence
verification,” Caroline M.
Espinosa, a TDLR
spokesperson, said.

TDLR attorney Derek
Burkhalter told commission-
ers that some non-citizens
will still be able to get
licenses if they are here
legally; for example, if they

cern, 4 assault, 4 motorist
assist, 1 burglary, 2 civil
matters, 2 courtesy trans-
port.

There were 122 traffic
stops, 102 warnings, 14
citations, 29 medical calls,
and 11 transports.

were granted asylum or
admitted as a refugee.

“The proposed rules do
not impose a citizenship
requirement,”  Burkhalter
said. “Individuals who are
not U.S. citizens may still be
eligible for licensure if they
meet the eligibility criteria.”

Pedestrian, bicyclist
fatalities continue to
increase

With spring and warmer
weather here, there are more
pedestrians and cyclists out
on the road.

More than 20 percent of
all Texas traffic fatalities
involve either pedestrians or
cyclists, according to the
Texas Department of Trans-
portation, which is urging
drivers to know and follow
the rules for sharing the
road.

In 2024, 852 cyclists and
pedestrians were killed in
crashes on Texas roads.
There were 6,095 crashes
involving pedestrians and
2,761 crashes involving bicy-
clists. In 2025, there were
1,372 traffic crashes involv-
ing pedestrians in Texas and
527 traffic crashes involving
bicyclists. In these crashes,
186 people were killed.

“All of us share a respon-
sibility to watch out for each
other, but people on foot or
riding a bike are most at risk
for serious injury or worse in
a crash with a car, which
means drivers must be extra
vigilant,” TxDOT Executive
Director Marc Williams said.

Slightly less active
hurricane season
predicted

Hurricane season is a little
more than two months away,
and weather media outlet
AccuWeather is predicting a
slightly less active season this
year than in 2025, the
Houston Chronicle reported.
However, Texas and the
Gulf Coast are still at risk of
being hit.

AccuWeather is forecast-
ing 11 to 16 named storms,
including four to eight hurri-
canes. Of those, one to three
are expected to become
Category 3 or strong hurri-
canes, with winds of at least
111 mph. Three to six storms
could directly hit the United
States, including one to
three along the Gulf Coast,
putting Texas and neighbor-
ing states at risk.

Last year was the first
since 2015 without a hurri-
cane making a direct U.S.
landfall. Hurricane season
runs from June 1 to Nov. 30.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com.
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THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Texans tell track tyrant to get lost

by Bartee Haile

On Apr. 7, 1890, the
proud governor gave a
guided tour of the new
capitol to Jay Gould, who
just happened to be in town
at the same
time Texans
were consid-
ering regula-
tion of the
railroads.

The infa-
mous visitor
was the same
unscrupu-
lous specula-
tor that made a fortune by
cornering the gold market in
1869. After that notorious
coup, he added western rail
systems to his East Coast
holdings and by the 1880’s
controlled more than 15,000
miles of American track.

Gould’s vast empire
stretched all the way to the
Lone Star State and included
the Texas and Pacific, Cot-
ton Belt, International and
Great Northern, as well as
the Missouri, Kansas and
Texas and the Houston and
Henderson. He was the piper
Texans had to pay through
the nose to ship by rail.

On a popularity scale,
railroad magnates ranked
somewhere between horse
thieves and the recently
departed army of Recon-
struction occupation. Giving
them 32 million acres of
public land was bad enough
but to wind up paying
exorbitant freight rates in
the bargain was intolerable.

Politicians began to feel
the mounting pressure for
government intervention as
early as 1876. That year Gov.
Richard Coke responded to
the public outcry by calling
for a watchdog agency to ride
herd on the railroads.

By 1881 the idea had
caught fire resulting in a
move by members of the
Texas House of Representa-
tives to create a railroad
commission. Horrified by the
specter of fixed rates, Jay
Gould hurried to Texas on
the pretext of inspecting his

BARTEE HAILE

Historical Columnist

MY TAKE ON TECH

companies.

His real mission was, of
course, to prevent passage of
the commission bill. Warn-
ing that “injudicious interfer-
ence” threatened the growth
of the Texas rail network, he
noted ominously, “The peril
is in legislation. This is the
danger always.”

To drive home his point,
Gould stopped construction
on the Missouri, Kansas and
Texas between Fort Worth
and Waco. The legislature
got the message and ditched
the bill.

Six years later, the House
actually passed a similar
proposal and sent it onto the
Senate. But another visit and
a few more well-chosen
words from Gould sabotaged
the legislation.

Capitalizing on his suc-
cessful prosecution of several
rail lines, attorney general
Jim Hogg entered the 1890
race for the Democratic
gubernatorial nomination.
Alarmed by Hogg’s strong
support for the dreaded
commission, Gould again
came running.

His first stop was Austin,
where outgoing governor Sul
Ross took him on a tour of
the brand-new capitol. Play-
ing up to Texas pride, the
robber baron marveled, “I
think it is the finest in the
world. It is certainly the
finest that I have ever seen.”

In the only interview he
granted during his month-
long stay, Gould said all the
regulation rhetoric was cer-
tain to cause a slow-down in
construction. Right on cue
the Galveston News ridiculed
pro-commission agitation as
“stage thunder, full of sound
and fury for advancing the
plot of a political dra-
ma...signifying little or noth-
ing except possibly public
office and political promo-
tion for leading actors in the
performance.”

From his headquarters in
a Dallas hotel, Gould trav-
eled to Denison, Denton,
Fort Worth, Jefferson, McK-
inney, Marshall, Plano, San

Antonio, San Marcos, Sher-
man, Terrell and Texarkana.
In each town he deliberately
dangled the tempting carrot
of construction and soon had
city fathers fighting like cats
and dogs.

Countering a Cow Town
claim that “the most exten-
sive work will be done in
Fort Worth,” a Big D news-
paper declared, “Dallas is the
metropolis, and all the world,
with the exception of the
little patch preempted by the
inhabitants of Fort Worth,
has caught on to the fact.”
The Austin Statesman took
silent satisfaction in the
embarrassment of Galveston
by reprinting without com-
ment Gould’s telegram to
the mayor canceling his visit
to the island.

Meanwhile, the Southern
Mercury, official voice of the
Farmers Alliance, criticized
all concerned. “While he
(Gould) graciously proposes
to take a few dollars out of
the millions the people of
this state have paid him..
.and invest in a new depot, a
monopoly-serving sycophan-
tic daily press raises a shout
of admiration and com-
mands the people to bow
down and kiss his great tow.”

Gould left Texas in May
1890 with the firm belief that
he had killed two dangerous
birds -- the candidacy of the
radical Hogg and the cursed
commission -- with a single
stone. He was dead wrong on
both counts.

Fueled by a hatred of
track tyrants, an irresistible
wave of statewide discontent
swept Jim Hogg into office.
Among his first acts as
governor was the establish-
ment of the Texas Railroad
Commission.

Maybe Jay Gould called
the tune back east, but in
Texas he was strictly second
fiddle.

Contact Haile at
barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX
77393.

Bartee

Leaving Legacy Videos

The term ‘legacy’ can
refer to something that is
handed down from one
generation to another. I was
planning to discuss a family
history
legacy that
could be
built  and
passed on
via artificial
intelligence
(AD) to sub-
sequent gen-
erations.
Now I
believe that
before future Al gets
involved, today one can start
to leave a legacy of family
history not involving Al at
all. As Al evolves, it could
perhaps enhance those who
may do legacy videos today
to pass on down the genera-
tions.

Starting legacy activity
before Al gets involved
could give a head start to
families using proven tech-
nology around today. We
should realize that written
documents of history and
wisdom have been passed
from one generation to
another for virtually all
human history using media
that is available at the time.

Today may be a good time
for families and individuals
to start leaving their family
history and wisdom for
subsequent generations to
learn from and pass on
themselves, adding to it.

Unlike decades and gen-
erations before, the smart-
phone and its video capabil-
ity combined with low-cost
local and cloud storage make
leaving legacy video a price-
less gift to subsequent gener-
ations who come after you or

JOHN KELLY

Certified Information

Systems Security
Professional

other family members.

For example, older family
members could, with the aid
of tech-savvy family mem-
bers, generate a series of
short videos. They could talk
about life before the Inter-
net. It was quite different,
and they could tell how it
was with no Internet tech-
nology at their fingertips.
These videos could be of
great interest to subsequent
grandchildren or even gener-
ations farther down the line
long after older family mem-
bers have left the scene.

The last century is the
first time in human recorded
history that people could
leave audio and video media
for subsequent generations
to learn from and enjoy.
Why not take advantage of
that never-before-available
technology?

The tech-savvy family
members can handle the
setup and production of the
videos, including storing the
data in a local network and
at least two different cloud
networks for extra redun-
dancy. The redundancy
recognizes the cold fact that
the videos being recorded
cannot be redone or recon-
structed after the partici-
pants in the videos are no
longer with us in person.

To make the videos look
their best at reasonable cost,
low-cost items like external
microphones and proper
lighting and locations for
recording the videos could
be used to make the videos
enjoyable to watch. Audio
should always be crisp and
clear because no one wants
to hear speech that sounds
like it was recorded in a small
bathroom. Remote and lapel

SONIC

211 E. Lennon

(Hwy. 69)
Emory
903-474-9600

Gall-ins welcome

Credit cards accepted

microphones can alleviate
the poor audio of many
videos that we see today.

I have some experience
with leaving legacy audios.
When I was in college many
decades ago (long before
consumer video existed), I
was struggling with many
issues and made two hours of
audio cassettes describing my
frustration and situation, not
knowing if I or anyone else
would ever subsequently
hear those tapes.

I survived my challenges
at the time and kept the
audio tapes over the years as
a remnant of my college life.
In 2000, realizing that tape
technology is disappearing
fast, [ used my computer to
convert the two hours of
audio to high-quality MP3
and WMA digital audio files.
Unlike those tape cassettes,
the digital audio files should
last indefinitely and cannot
ever wear out.

Every few years I listen to
some of my past musings and
find it fascinating to hear
what I was dealing with then
firsthand; it is as if I am
sitting next to my 20-year-
old self talking about his
issues of the day. Fascinat-
ing.

Al may someday be inte-
gral to leaving family history
and wisdom, but for now the
technology available to
nearly everyone can be used
to get a start on it. That’s
because time is never our
friend when it comes to
waiting for the best time to
do these things. If my
grandparents, none of whom
I ever met, were here today,
they'd definitely agree!

John can be reached at
john2645@mytakeontech.net.

SAVVY SENIORS

Top Senior Scams and How to Avoid Them

Dear Savvy Senior,

My adult kids keep warning
me about scams, but it’s hard
to know
which  calls
and messages
are danger-
ous.  What
scams  are
most  com-
monly aimed
at seniors
right now?

--Almost 80

JIM MILLER

Savvy Senior

Dear Almost,

Your kids’ concerns are
well founded. Financial
fraud is a massive — and
rapidly growing — problem
for older Americans. In 2024
alone, scams cost older
adults an estimated $81.5
billion, according to the
Federal Trade Commission.
That  staggering figure
includes both reported losses
and the many crimes that
likely go unreported.

While many scams today
target people of all ages,
older adults are often singled
out or suffer the greatest
financial harm. From urgent
phone calls and alarming
emails to online romance
schemes and bogus invest-
ment opportunities, scam-
mers use high-pressure tac-
tics, fear and emotional
manipulation to convince
seniors to hand over money
or sensitive personal infor-
mation.

Knowing the most com-
mon scams is the first line of
defense. Here’s a list of
scams seniors should watch
for:

Imposter and govern-
ment scams: Fraudsters
pretend to be from Social
Security, Medicare, the IRS,
the police, banks, or utility
companies. They claim
there’s a problem requiring
immediate payment or per-
sonal information and may
threaten arrest or loss of
benefits.

Tech support scams:
Calls, emails, or pop-ups

warn your computer has a
virus. The scammer offers to
“fix” it but instead steals
money, personal data, or
access to your device.

Grandparent or family
emergency scams: Callers
pose as a relative—often a
grandchild—in distress and
urgently request money.
Some even use Al to mimic
a loved one’s voice.

Investment and cryp-
tocurrency scams: Offers for
“too good to be true” invest-
ments, including crypto or
high-yield retirement
schemes, often promise big
returns but lead to large
financial losses.

Romance scams: Scam-
mers build fake online
relationships  on  social
media, dating sites and other
interactive platforms, then
invent  emergencies  or
investment opportunities to
get money. Seniors have lost
millions to these schemes.

Medicare scams: Calls or
texts claim to be from Medi-
care, asking you to verify
your number, offering special
plans, or warning of fraud.
Medicare will not contact
you this way.

Sweepstakes and lottery
scams: You're told you've
won a prize but must pay fees
or taxes first. Real lotteries
never require payment.

Charity scams: Scam-
mers call or email, asking for
donations to fake charities,
often after disasters. Always
verify before giving.

Phishing and online
fraud: Emails, texts, and
pop-ups that look like

they’re from banks, Amazon,
or PayPal try to steal pass-
words, account numbers, or
trick you into clicking harm-
ful links.

Employment scams:
Seniors seeking part-time
work or ways to supplement
their retirement  should
watch out for fake job offers
on LinkedIn, indeed, and
other online job sites. Scam-
mers may promise easy

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE
AgriLife Extension to host Beekeeping
Field Days in April and May

In-person events
across Texas offer
hands-on instruction
for beginners and
experienced
beekeepers

Texas A&M Agrilife
Extension Service will host a
series of hands-on Beekeep-
ing Field Days this spring,
offering  beginner  and
advanced beekeepers an
opportunity to deepen their
skills, work directly with
experts and gain practical,
in-the-field experience.

Each field day features
interactive instruction, bee
yard demonstrations and
workshop options tailored to
participants’ experience lev-
els.

Space is limited for all
dates and locations. Partici-
pants are encouraged to
register early to secure their
workshop selection, said
Garett Slater, Ph.D., Agril-
ife  Extension statewide
honey bee specialist and
assistant professor, Texas
A&M Department of Ento-
mology, Overton.

Safety Requirements

All workshops involving
bee yard activities require
proper protective clothing,
including:

* Full bee suit.

* Gloves.

* Protective footwear —
boots recommended.

Slater said attendees with
bee suits are encouraged to
bring them, but suits will be
provided for those who note
the need during registration.

East Texas Beekeeping
Field Day April 11 in

Overton

The East Texas Beekeep-
ing Field Day will be on April
11 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Texas A&M Agrilife
Research and Extension
Center, 1710 Farm-to-Mar-
ket Road 3053, Overton.
Register here.

The event offers
workshop tracks:

Beekeeping 101 — $65

Designed for beginners,
this workshop covers bee
biology, hive management,
essential equipment and best
practices. Participants will
spend the afternoon in the

two

bee yard.

Queen Rearing Course —
$75

An intermediate work-
shop focused on
queen-rearing  principles,
methods for raising

high-quality queens and
sustainable colony manage-
ment. Includes a field com-
ponent.

Beekeeping 201 and
Queen Rearing
Course April 18
in Lubbock

The Beekeeping 201 and
Short Queen Rearing Course
will be held from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. April 18 at the Texas
A&M AgriLife Research and
Extension Center at Lub-
bock, 1102 E. Farm-to-Mar-
ket 1294, Lubbock. The
courses are designed for
intermediate  beekeepers.
Register here.

Beekeeping 201 — $65

A field-based workshop
focused on swarming biology,
effective colony splitting,
seasonal timing and
real-time hive assessment.

Queen Rearing Course —

EATING OUT IN RAINS COUNTY

This is space
just $30.00
per month!

ADVERTISE
HERE!

income or work-from-home
opportunities but ask for
upfront fees, personal infor-
mation, or involve illegal
tasks like package reship-
ping. Always verify employ-
ers and never pay to apply.

How to Protect
Yourself

Awareness and caution
are your best defenses. Slow
down when a call, email or
text pressures you to act
immediately. That sense of
urgency is a red flag. Hang
up, don’t click suspicious
links, and verify any request
by calling the organization
directly using a number you
look up yourself, or by check-
ing with a trusted family
member.

Never send money using
gift cards, wire transfers or
cryptocurrency. Legitimate
organizations will not ask for
payment this way. Stay
informed through trusted
resources like the AARP
Fraud Watch Network (aarp.
org/fraudwatchnetwork), the
National Cybersecurity Cen-
ter (nationalcybersecuritycen-
ter.org) and the Federal
Trade Commission (con-
sumer.ftc.gov).

Protect your accounts by
setting up bank alerts, regu-
larly checking your credit
reports, and using strong,
unique passwords. Some
seniors also find it helpful to
have a trusted family mem-
ber or financial ally review
unusual account activity.
Report suspicious calls, mes-
sages or offers at reportfraud.
ftc.gow.

Being informed, cautious,
and deliberate can greatly
reduce your risk of fraud —
giving you and your family
peace of mind.

Send your senior questions to:
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443,
Norman, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org.  Jim Miller is a

contributor to the NBC Today show
and author of “The Savvy Senior”

book.

$75
A deeper dive into
queen-rearing techniques

with hands-on components
similar to the Overton work-
shop.

The series of beekeeping
programs is focused on
improving beginner and
advanced beekeepers’ ability
to maintain healthy honey
bee colonies. (Michael

Miller/Texas A&M Agril-
ife)

Beekeeping 101 Field
Day on April 24 in
Lakehills

The Beekeeping 101 short
course will be from 9:30 a.m.
to noon at the Lakehills
Community Center, 11225
Texas Park Road 37, Lake-
hills. This short-format ses-
sion provides introductory
training for new beekeepers.

Registration is available
online. This course is free.

Beekeeping Field Day
and Queen Rearing
Course May 2 in Fort
Worth

The Beekeeping Field Day
and Queen Rearing Short
Course will be held from 8
am. to 4 p.m. May 2 at the
Tarrant County Resource
Connection, 2300 Circle
Drive, Fort Worth. Register
here.

Beekeeping 101- $65

A foundational workshop
for new beekeepers with an
afternoon bee yard session.

Queen Rearing Course—

$75
A hands-on program
focused on  producing

healthy queens and improv-
ing hive sustainability.
Adam Russell
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones those who are sent
to it! How often would I have gathered your
children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing!
Luke 13:34
Pastor Jason Rolen’s Palm Sunday Ser-
mon from Luke was titled “O’ Jerusalem,
Jerusalem!” As Jesus continued to spread His
message — repent now — the Pharisees tried
to scare Him into running by telling Him
that Herod wanted to kill Him. He said they
should tell Herod that He would continue to
carry out His ministry and do whatever it
took to make the people understand that He
was the Messiah. He said He would not run
because no one could take His life — He
would lay it down when His time came.

Join us Friday, April 3, at 6:00 p.m. for a
Good Friday Service.

April 5, Resurrection Sunday Schedule:

9:15 a.m., Sunday School

10:30 a.m., Worship Service

Musical Presentation by the Resurrection
Choir

Sermon — “Our Redeemer Lives” from Job

KIDZ Church and Nursery are available.

Student Ministry Connect Weekend,
April 10-12 at Friendship Baptist Church,
Conway, Arkansas. $45 per person. See
Pastor Jerod Haygood for information.

April 14, noon-1:30 pm. 55+ Senior Food
& Fellowship Potluck.

The Asking for a Friend Podcast Episode
#246 is titled “The Ordinary Means of
Grace with ]. Ryan Davidson.” Find the link
at www.bbcemory.org.

Emory Methodist Church

By Mary White

Jesus said to His two disciples, “Go to the
village ahead of you and at once you will find
a donkey tied there, with her colt by her.
Untie them and bring them to me.”

Matthew 21:2

Rev. David Banks continued his series
Shaped by the Word: with a message titled
“Shaped Like Jesus” with scripture text
taken from Luke. What a great day of
worship. It was Palm Sunday, the beginning
of Holy week. The congregation sang
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” and spread palm
leaves at the foot of the cross. As Jesus rode
into Jerusalem on a donkey the crowd
shouted “Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord.”

Our Maundy Thursday service will be at
6:00 p.m. this week. Come and join us.

On Easter Sunday, April 5, the Sonrise
Service will be held at 7:00 a.m. and
breakfast will be served afterwards. Regular
worship will be at 10:30 a.m.

Game night will be held on Friday, April
10, at 5:00 p.m. Bring your snacks and enjoy
the fellowship.

The Methodist Women will have a plant
sale on Saturday, April 11, from 9:00 a.m. -
1:00 p.m., and Sunday, April 12, from 12:00
p.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Birthday wishes go to Allen Goodwin,
Jesse Haley and Belinda Smith. Anniversary
wishes go to Covey Ben and Gigi Griffin.

Pray for David Jackson, Loyette Skeen,
Tim Turner Ministries, James Mahan, Mary
Eversult.

Have a great week.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT

TPW Commission Passes Updated
Proof of Residency Requirements

AUSTIN — The Texas
Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion approved updated proof
of residency requirements for
residents, nonresidents and
foreign residents buying a
recreational hunting or fish-
ing license in Texas. The
new amendment takes effect
Aug. 1, two weeks before
annual hunting and fishing
licenses become available for
purchase Aug. 15.

The intention of the
change is aimed at prevent-
ing fraud and misrepresenta-
tion for Texas residency
status by ensuring that indi-

Minnesota, Nevada, New
Jersey, New Mexico, New
York, Oregon, Rhode Island,
Utah, Vermont, Virginia and
Washington, will need to
present an unexpired driver’s
license or personal identifi-
cation certificate that com-
plies with the federal REAL
ID Act of 2005, or an
unexpired non-REAL 1D
compliant driver’s license or
state identification certifi-
cate plus an unexpired
United States of America
passport or passport card,
U.S. military identification
card, Texas license to carry a
handgun, or an original birth
certificate, or original U.S.
government issued docu-
ment of a child born abroad
to U.S. citizens.

Residents of a foreign
country must present a valid
foreign passport and other

ocuments required for entry
into the United States.

viduals do not unlawfully
obtain resident-prices,
licenses, or benefits at the
point-of-sale.

When purchasing licenses
issued by the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department,
residents of Texas and most
other states will need to
present an unexpired driver’s
license or personal identifi-
cation certificate.

Residents of the District
of Columbia and 19 other
states including California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Del-
aware, Hawaii, Illinois,
Massachusetts, Maryland,
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Obituaries

Judith Cobb
1946 - 2026

Judith Cobb, 79, died on March
15, 2026, quietly in her sleep at
home in Mineola. She was born on
December 26, 1946, to Robert
Stephen Bonzi and Juanita Bell
Marshall Bonzi.

She married Keith McClain
Cobb (Mack) on March 10, 1966,
in Florida and later moved to
Texas. She enjoyed racing sports
cars with her husband and friends,
and driving road tours with family as part of
the Dallas Model T Ford Club. She was a
small aircraft pilot and member of the
all-women’s pilot association, the 99s,
founded by Amelia Earhart. In her mid-
thirties she learned to ice skate with her
daughter and competed for fun in ice
dancing, leading into learning ballroom and
country line dancing.

She worked for Honeywell, Forney
Engineering, and Texas Instruments. Her
longest career was with the American

Society of Mechanical Engineers
as an administrator of the South-
ern regional office where she
coordinated conferences for bright
young engineering students.

Mrs. Cobb is survived by
daughter, = Marianne  Cobb
Eubanks and husband Jeff
Eubanks of Point; grandsons,
Timothy “T]” Eubanks and wife
Baylee Brown Eubanks of
Longview, and Scott Eubanks and fiancé
Jordyn Lawhorn of Point; great-granddaugh-
ter, Abigale of Longview; brothers, Timothy
Bonzi, of Largo, Florida, and Robert Bonzi,
Jr. of Wisconsin.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Keith McClain Cobb; and her
parents.

A life memorial celebration with her car
club and an open house in Mineola will be
held at a later date.

Robert “Bob” Louis Stephenson, Jr.

Bob Stephenson, 82, of Yantis,
died peacefully on March 27,
2026, at his home, surrounded by
his loving family. He was born on
December 21, 1943.

Mr. Stephenson was a longtime
member of Lake Fork Baptist
Church, where he faithfully served
as a Youth Minister and later as
Director of Missions until his
retirement. His life’s  work
reflected his deep faith and commitment to
serving others, both in his local community
and abroad. He loved the people of Arusha
and Digo Digo, Africa, deeply, and they held
a very special place in his life. His life
touched many, and his legacy of faith and
family will continue to live on through all

1943 - 2026

who knew and loved him.

Mr. Stephenson is survived by
his devoted wife of 35 years, Sandy
Stephenson; sister, Geri (Ted)
Spacek; sister-in-law, Kathy
(Ken); children, Rick (Renae),
Rusty (Cheryl), Randy (Laura),
April, Tony (Melanie), Renee
(Joe), and Justin (Misty); 25
grandchildren; and 38 great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his father,
Robert L. Stephenson Sr., and mother,
Martha Blanche Stephenson.

A memorial service to celebrate Bob’s life
will be held at a later date, with details to be
shared with family and friends.

and carried our sorrows;

the iniquity of us all.

He Was Pierced for Our Transgressions

For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he has borne our griefs

yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him

Isaiah 53:1-6 (ESV)

METHODISTCHURCH
We All Matter To God

Church

Dr. David Banks

Directory

456 Texas St.
One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns Il
Church: 903-473-3238

“Reaching Out Because We Care”
Pastor Keith Prather

MIRACLE FAITH Pilgrims Rest _
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820 SH 276 » Emory Christ
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Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m. Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m. Evening Worshi'p 6:00 p.m.
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Calvary
Baptist Church
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11:00 a.m. Worship . , ,
6:00 p.m. Worship Morn.mg Worsh.lp .. 11:00 am.
. Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779 Pastor Joe Pierce

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma

551 EastFM 2795 b

B4TIENE | D
S

Visit stjohnemory.org for

Mass times.

From Brookshires, go east

1.2 miles. Turn right onto

FM 2795

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

Sunday School 9:45a.m. Hwy. 69 N. * P.O. Box 68
Moming Worship ~ 11:00 a.m. Emory, TX 75440
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m. 903-473-2658
WedneSday nght 7 ZI'OO p-m. Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
hursery availaole Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
HWY. 275, 3 miles south Sunday Evening Worship ~ 6:00 p.m.

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 ¢ 903-459-3219

Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
emorychurchofchrist.org

FIRST
BAPTIST
i CHURCH

e Point, TX

9:45 a.m. ........ Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220

www.fbcpoint.com

On The Square
Corner Of North & Planters
Downtown Emory

903-473-3357
emorybaptist.org

|
e
MORY

@B APTISTHEEEIEXTD
Dr. Richard D. Piles-Pastor

Chris Henderson-Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt- Minister of Youth & Education

<

Believers' =22

o
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School ......... 9:15a.m.  Adult Bible Study ..... 6:30 p.m.
MorningWorship .... 10:30 a.m.  Student Ministry ...... 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Rudy
and CJ Bond

r

Come worship with us
Sundays - 10:45 am
Wednesdays - 7:00 pm

Dr. Jason Rolen - Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Morning Wed. Worship 6:30pm
Small Groups 9:15am (Adults, Youth, Children)
Morning Worship 10:30am Choir Practice 6:30pm
Evening Worship 6:30 pm

903-474-0027

www.bbcemory.org

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Clarks Chapel Church of God

Our Mission and Vision is to help connect people toJesus

6345 FM-47 Point TX
http://clarkschapelcog.org/
|© http://www.facebook.com/clarkschapelcogemorytx
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=== CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

The Rains
Good
Thrift/Clothes  store
will be open Saturdays
in April from 8 am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open Mon.-Wed., 8
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- noon on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

County
Samaritan

Browse our wide
selection of RV Parts
and Accessories. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

RENT/
LEASE

RENTAL HOMES
AVAILABLE
in Emory. $1,350/mth
& $1,200/mth. Call
903-474-4007.

EAGLE INN
APARTMENTS
2-BR $726/mth. No
deposit!  Apply at

eagleinnapartments.
com.

Emory Self Storage,
Hwy. 69S, 410 E.
Lennon. Now offering
climate-controlled
units. 903-474-9150,
903-348-5459.

MCKENZIE
WORKS.

boathouses and docks
since 2001. Steel/metal
bldgs., & home remod-

LAKE
Building

eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

ROHRAL REPAIR
Welding, machining —
all metals. Tractor
repair & Equipment
upgrades, mechanical,
electrical, broken
bolts, etc. Small jobs
are welcome! 903-
474-0899, 430-306-
4165, Emory, TX.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

DODSON AND SONS
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more.
903-259-8541. For
plumbing needs -call
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

G&G GRAVEL. All
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett
903-268-6910.

G&woc&ed

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWlNG

Guzman Lawn Service
469-865-0662, 469-
644-4645, text, leave
message or call after
3:30  p.m. Fully
insured. Free esti-
mates.

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates.
903-521-8506, free

estimates.

HOOTEN'’S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree trimming &

removal, retaining
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094.

903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

Get your fence rows
spring ready now. The
roots of vegetation are
more accessible for
removal limiting future
regrowth with minimal
impact on wildlife
habitat. Affordable
pricing, Marvin 903-
348-4399, text
please.

CAN'T FIND WHAT
YOU NEED? CALL
903-473-2653 AND
LET LEA HELP BY
PLACING YOUR CLAS-
SIFIED AD HERE.

LEGACY TREE SER-

VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured,
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize
in high risk removals.
Trimming, Removals,
Stumps.

HOOTEN’'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards,
insured. LI0O019094.

903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

RAINS ISD NEEDS:
Custodian/Custodian
Substitutes, Bus
Drivers/Substitutes,
Food Service Employ-
ee/Substitutes, Child
Development Center
Employee/Substitutes.
Salary based on expe-
rience. $320/month of
full-time employee
health coverage paid.
Apply on-line at https:/
/www.rainsisd.org
Equal Employment
Opportunity.

Visit us online:
rainscountyleader.com
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BUYIT! SELLIT! FIND IT!
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

For information,
call 903-473-2653

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
109 Prosperity Pkwy, Emary
FIRM MO: 10194233

Plum

LY
@rvic®
RMP 38867
jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

af "?_’

* New Construction
e Repairs

* Remodel
Jonathan Christian

903-513-0063

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

Visit www.cbt.com for
all your banking needs

FOREIGN

SOLUTION

SUDOKU

n|
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Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls - Clutches - Sealed Jobs - Filter & Fluid Changes
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5:00 P.M. TUESDAY

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

MILLER GROVE WATER
SUPPLY CORP.

Miller Grove Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective land
buyers to verify with the
manager at our office located at
14966 FM 1567W in Miller
Grove or by calling 903-459-
3383 whether or not water
service is available to the
property in question.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM

City of Point Water urges all
prospective land buyers to verify
with the water operator or city
secretary at City of Point at our
office located at 320 N Locust
Street Point, TX 75472 or by
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220
whether or not water service is
available to the property in
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SOUTH RAINS SUD
WATER SYSTEM

South Rains SUD understands
that property is sometimes sold
with the representation that
water is available to the property
from South Rains SUD water
system. Such is not always the
case, and the South Rains SUD
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with South Rains SUD at
121 N. Dunbar Lane, Emory,
Texas, or call 903-473-2122 that
water is in fact available at the
particular tract in question.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER
SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
question.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL
PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE
EAST TAWAKONI
WATER SYSTEM

The City of East Tawakoni
understands that property is
sometimes sold with  the
representation that water is
available to the property from
the City of East Tawakoni water
system. Such is not always the
case, and the City of East
Tawakoni urges any prospective
buyer to verify with the City of
East Tawakoni at 288 Briggs
Blvd., East Tawakoni, Texas, or
call 903-447-2444 that water is
in fact available at the particular
tract in question.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

CITY OF EMORY WATER
SYSTEM

The City of Emory understands
that property is sometimes sold
with the representation that
water is available to the
property from the City of Emory
water system. Such is not
always the case, and the City of
Emory urges any prospective
buyer to verify with the City of
Emory at 399 North Texas
Street, or call 903-473-2465
that water is in fact available at
the particular tract in question.

Parrs ¢- PLus
R ee—
595 W. Lennon Dr. Rﬂideﬂﬁﬂ!
Emory, Texas 75440 SRy ErCI
: Sales * Service
®  903-473-2950 m:llnsﬁn;nﬂmll il
903-473-3657 903-438-1970

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF EMORY, TEXAS -
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR IT SERVICES

The City of Emory is accepting
sealed proposals from qualified
firms to provide Information
Technology services for the
City. Services include technical
support, network management,
cybersecurity, and related IT
services.

Interested firms may obtain the
full RFP by contacting the City
of Emory or by accessing the
City’s website.

Proposals will be accepted until
April 13,2026 @ 4 pm.
Proposals shall be submitted to:
City of Emory

Attn: Leah Drown

399 N Texas St.

P.O. Box 100

Emory, TX 75440

The City of Emory reserves the
right to reject any or all propos-
als and to waive any informali-
ties in the procurement process.

services for a

Grant project.

City’s website.

City of Emory

P.O. Box 100

CITY OF EMORY, TEXAS —
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR
GRANT ADMINISTRATION

SERVICES

The City of Emory is accepting
proposals from qualified firms
to provide grant administration

Water Development Board Wa-
ter Supply and Infrastructure

Interested firms may obtain the
full RFP by contacting the City
of Emory or by accessing the

Proposals will be accepted until
April 13, 2026 @ 4 pm.
Proposals shall be submitted to:

Attn: Leah Drown
399 N Texas St.

Emory, TX 75440

The City of Emory reserves the
right to reject any or all propos-
als and to waive any informali-
ties in the procurement process.

potential Texas

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Emory 4B Emory Develop-
ment Corporation (EDC) will
conduct a public hearing to re-
ceive comments for the follow-
ing proposed project and ex-
penditure of funds:

+ The EDC will receive com-
ments for proposed project in-
centives and the expenditure
of funds for Brittnie and Clay-
ton Lennon project, to pro-
mote new or expanded busi-
ness development. Proposed
project incentives include ap-
proximately 1 acre in the
Emory Business Park and may
be used for building improve-
ments.

The EDC will hold the public

hearings in which all interested

persons shall have the right to
be heard regarding such
proposed project incentives
and expenditure of funds. The
public hearing will be held at the

City of Emory/EDC Conference

Room, 329 N. Texas St. Emory,

TX 75440 on Wednesday April

8, 2026 at 11:30 a.m.

Elizabeth Davis, Assistant to the

Director, Emory Development

Corporation

Wynerica

-
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Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.

CITY OF EMORY, TEXAS
REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Emory, Texas is re-
questing Statements of Quali-
fications from qualified firms for
the purpose of providing pro-
fessional land surveying ser-
vices on an as-needed basis.
Firms must be licensed as Reg-
istered Professional Land Sur-
veyors in the State of Texas and
have experience with municipal
or public sector projects.
Interested firms may obtain a
copy of the RFQ by contacting
the City of Emory or by access-
ing the City’s website.

Written submissions will be ac-
cepted until April 13, 2026 @ 4
pm.

Submissions shall be submitted
to:

City of Emory

Attn: Leah Drown

399 N Texas St.

P.O. Box 100

Emory, TX 75440

Email: leah@emorytx.com

The City of Emory reserves the
right to reject any or all submis-
sions and to waive any formali-
ties in the selection process.
This procurement is subject to
the Texas Professional Ser-
vices Procurement Act (Texas
Government Code Chapter
2254), and selection will be
based on demonstrated com-
petence and qualifications.

Visit us online
rainscountyleader.com
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RAINS LADY CAT SOFTBALL & WILDCAT BASEBALL

Lady Cats suffer district
loss, Wildcats win wild one

Sports

RAINS HIGH SCHOOL FISHING TEAM

Five for Fourth at Tawakoni

Rains County Leader

Greenlee Moore (5) drives the pitch from the Lady Tiger back through the infield for an
RBI during the 14-4 district victory over Mount Vernon on Tuesday, March 31.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat
softball team suffered their
first loss in District 12-3A,
but bounced back with a
win. After winning a wild
scorefest, the Rains Wildcats
suffered a loss at home.

The Lady Cats traveled to
Winnsboro for a tough,

district matchup against the
Lady Raiders. They fell

behind early and were held
to 3 runs in the 10-3 loss.
The Wildcats and Patriots
combined for 29 runs, but
Rains was able to come out
on top for the win over

Prairiland, 17-12.

The Lady Cats and Wild-
cats hosted the Mount Ver-
non Tigers and Lady Tigers
at Rains on Tuesday, March
31.

The Lady Cats scored 11
runs in the second inning
and cruised to a victory over
the Lady Tigers, 14-4.

The Wildcats started
strong on the diamond, but
could not overcome setbacks
in the 10-2 loss to the Tigers.

The Lady Cats are 5-1 in
District 12-3A and 11-5-1
for the season. The Wildcats
fall to 2-3 in district and 5-15
for the season.

With a district bye on

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Friday, April 3, the Lady
Cats have added an extra
non-district game as they
travel to Rockwall for a
matchup against the Lady
Jackets.

The Wildcats will travel
to Mount Vernon on Friday,
April 3, to wrap up their
weekly series.

The Lady Cats and Wild-
cats will be on the road in
Commerce on Tuesday,
April 7, to take on the Tigers
and Lady Tigers. The girls’
game starts at 6:00 p.m. on
the softball field, while the
boys start at 7:00 p.m. on the
baseball field.

Rains High School had
five students qualify for
regional from the District
12-3A Academic meet at
Chisum  High  School
recently.

Jacob Hodge won the
bronze medal in Informative
Speaking and will represent
Rains at the regional meet in
April.  Jonathan Knight
placed fourth in the event
and qualified as an alternate
to the regional meet.

The Informative Speaking
event requires students to
prepare a speech to educate
an audience on a current-
event topic within 30 min-
utes.

The Rains speech team

RAINS UIL ACADEMIC TEAMS

Rains high school students
advance to region in academics

finished second overall by
competing in events includ-
ing Prose Interpretation,
Poetry Interpretation, Infor-
mative Speaking, Persuasive
Speaking, Lincoln-Douglas
(LD) Debate and Cross-Ex-
amination (CX) Debate.

Earlier in the year, the CX
Debate team of Landon
Illingworth and Logan Rob-
bins were awarded the gold
medal for District 12-3A and
advanced to the state meet
that was held on March 20.

Students contributing to
the speech team at the meet
were Sam Baird finishing
fifth in LD Debate, Molly
Pederson placing fifth in
Poetry Interpretation and
Kinley Milligan getting fifth
in Prose Interpretation.

The Rains Mathematics

Cody Beaver
Community President
903-473-2611
cbeaver@cbtx.com

MMLS #849768

Right Products,

Right People,

Right Reasons.

Commercial Bank of Texas
offers full-service business and
personal banking backed by the
latest tools and technology, and
friendly, old-fashioned customer
service from neighbors who
care, Our community is at the
heart of everything we do. That's
Banking Texas Style!

FULL-SERVICE
COMMUNITY
BANKING

* PERSONAL
* BUSINESS
* LOANS

* DIGITAL

Come on by or give us a call today. You'll be glad you did!

= CBTx

Commercial Bank of Texas, N.A”
800-723-7601 * www.cbtx.com

Emory Banking Center % 170 Quitman St. % 903-473-2611

—

Brmg us y@ur hunting

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Gunner Cook and Daniel Alvarado show off their fourth place, 19.44 Ibs catch from the
Texas High School Bass Association event at Lake Tawakoni on Saturday, March 28.

Team of Lillian Thacker,
Allison Wallace and Jacob
Honeycutt finished second
at the district meet and will
be alternates to the regional
meet. Individually, Thacker
placed fourth in the event
and will be an alternate to
the regional meet.

Rains students placing at
the district meet include Kya
Burston finishing fourth in
Feature Writing and Kris
Fisher receiving fourth in
Headline Writing

The Rains High School
team finished fourth overall
as a team at the district
meet.

The Region 2-3A Aca-
demic meet will be held
April 24-25 at Tyler Junior
College.
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(¥} Heavy-duty frames
¥ Smooth, powerful performance

COMMANDER /
COMMANDER PRO
+Upin 315 M Kahler
Engine

0" A TE DecH

Dptina

Stop by today to see for yourself!

HOOTEN'S HARDWARE

HWY. 69 N.

(¥ Multiple deck sizes available

+ 28 HP Kbl Efvging
- & 54 Dudk
- Compmct bt posweriul
parizemans

903-473-8788 - HOOTENSTEEL NET



