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Take it on the run

F

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcats Nate Scott and Andrew Roach complete a clean exchange of the baton in the 4x100M relay
during the Avon Rice Relays at Wildcat Stadium on Thursday, March 19. The relay team finished fifth in
the heat and seventh overall. For more results from the annual relay at Rains High School, see page 8.

RAINS COUNTY

Sales tax returns remain up for local entities

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

All taxing entities in Rains
County saw an increase in
the amount of local sales tax
allocations being returned
from the office of Acting
Texas Comptroller Kelly
Hancock in March compared
to last year.

The press release from
Wednesday, March 11, an-
nounced that $1.1 billion
would be returned this
month to Texas cities, coun-
ties, transit systems and spe-
cial purpose taxing districts
based on sales made in Janu-
ary by businesses that report
tax monthly.

With $75,663.54 or 14.1

percent more to be returned,

Rains County, with a half-
cent sales tax rate, saw an in-
crease in the year-to-date to-
tal to $289,159.05. That total
is 19.4 percent ahead of
2025’s total.

As for the cities in the
county, Point, Emory and
East Tawakoni saw increases
in returns in March from the
1.5 percent sales tax rate
compared to last year.

Point saw an increase of
32.14 percent in the amount
of sales tax allocations being
returned. The state will re-
turn $12,922.83 in March,
which increases the year-to-
date total to $54,980.64.
That total puts the city 33.73
percent ahead of last year.

With an increase of 5.20

percent in sales tax revenues

from this time last year,
Emory is expecting
$123,540.80 from the state in
March. The city is 11.41 per-
cent ahead of the total sales
tax allocations for the cur-
rent year at $444,693.15.

Compared to March of last
year, the City of East
Tawakoni remains ahead of
the year-to-date total by only
0.38 percent at $28,889.41.
They expect to receive
$7,616.71 from the state for
sales made in January.

The Texas Comptroller’s
office is expected to release
local sales tax allocations
made from sales in February
for those reporting monthly
during the first full week of
April.

See Sales Tax Chart on page 2.

POINT

April 2 last day to register
to vote in Point election

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The last day for residents of
the City of Point to register to
vote in the May 2 election is
Thursday, April 2.

Six candidates are running to
fill three vacant seats on the
Point City Council. The council
has not been able to establish a
quorum to conduct business
since December of 2025, after the
resignation of three council
members.

Candidates for Place 1 on the
council are Lisa Catherine Briggs
and Douglas House. The seat was
previously held by Donna Jones.

George Judge and Susan Lacy
have filed to run for Place 2 on
the Point City Council. Ray Lacy
had held the seat until he re-
signed.

Douglas Vines and Joseph
Sterner are vying to replace Kim
Edwards for the Place 4 seat.

Mayor Angela Nelson, Coun-
cilwoman for Place 3 Tammy
Hooten and Councilwoman for
Place 5 Becky Decker are the re-

maining members.

The special election to fill
Places 1, 2 and 4 will be held on
May 2 from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00
p.m.

The election will only be for
those residing within the Point
city limits, and will be held at
First Baptist Church of Point at
985 Industrial Blvd.

Early voting for the special
election will be conducted from
April 20 through April 28 in the
Rains County Election office at
the Rains County Courthouse
Annex during regular business
hours of 8:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m.

Applications for ballot by mail
must be received at the Rains
County Election office no later
than the close of business on
April 20. The mailing address for
the election office is 220 W.
Quitman St.,, Ste. E, Emory,
Texas 75440.

For more information on the
special election, contact the
Rains County Election office at
903-473-5009, lisa.kneifl@rains.
CO.tX.Us O  WWwW.co.rains.tx.us/
pages/rains.Elections.

EAST TAWAKONI

Council upgrades meter reader,
considers manhole repair

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The East Tawakoni City
Council held a regular meeting
on Tuesday, March 17, to pur-
chase upgrades for the city’s wa-
ter department and consider ac-
tion on damage to a city man-
hole.

During the meeting, the coun-
cil was presented with a proposal
to replace the city’s water meter
reading device. The current de-
vice still works, but the company
informed the city that it was ob-
solete and could stop working at
any time.

Council members reviewed the
option to buy a new device for
about $3,000 with an image read-
ing module that would allow the
device to take a photo of the me-
ter to read it.

With funds available in the
general water fund, the council
unanimously approved the pur-
chase of the new reader.

Council members reviewed a
proposal to repair a manhole next
to Hwy. 276 near the city’s waste
water plant. They were informed

that the concrete manhole and
cover had been hit by mowers
contracted by the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation (Tx-
DOT) to mow the highway’s
right-of-way several times over
the years.

The lid will no longer cover
the access to the city’s sewer sys-
tem and has to be replaced. The
quote presented was from the
only company that would come
to East Tawakoni to repair the
damage.

A motion was made and unan-
imously approved to have Tx-
DOT answer for the damage by
the contracted mower before the
city has to pay for the repairs.

The council considered a reso-
lution to lease the land occupied
by the city’s park for 20 years af-
ter the current lease comes to an
end.

Mayor Harold Chandler in-
formed the council that the grant
that the city is trying to obtain to
renovate the park requires at
least a 25-year lease. He stated
that the current lease with the

see ET on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Taylor Poling is a Special Education aide at Rains ISD

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Taylor Poling has been working as a
Special Education Pre-kindergarten
aide at Rains ISD since the beginning
of the 2025/2026 school year. Previ-
ously, she worked as a medically certi-
fied nursing assistant in a rest home
helping residents wake up and get
ready for their day. She qualified for
the nursing assistant position by taking
a six-month training course that in-
cluded attending classes Monday
through Thursday to accrue 100 clini-
cal hours, and by passing a physical
and written test. About two years ago,
she also began baking sourdough bread
as a hobby and her parents talked her
into selling it.

Poling is not only busy working and
baking, but she is also a mother with a

12-year-old son who attends Rains
ISD, a 17-year-old daughter living out
of state, and she is expecting a baby.
Poling used to stay home with her son
when he was young, but her mother is
now available to help with him.

Poling has been married to husband
Justin for five years, and they have
been together for seven vyears, first
meeting at jet boat races on Lake
Tawakoni. Justin is a master plumber
who works as a service manager and
eventually wants to open his own busi-
ness. The family moved to Point in
January of this year. She is originally
from Royse City and Justin is from
Quinlan. Their desire to get away from
city life led to buying a home in Rains
County and they are now getting ready
to put up a fence around part of it.
They have three pets including Duke,
a Blue-Nosed Pitt; Buddy, a Toy Poo-

dle, and there is a Siamese cat who
likes to come in and out of the house
and to chase the neighbor’s chickens.

Poling’s bread-baking hobby is
building up to the point where she sells
at events and gets requests for her
jalapefio cheddar, Italian urban, rose-
mary garlic, white chocolate raspberry,
blueberry brown sugar and chocolate
chip loaves. She is also starting to bake
banana bread and would like to even-
tually turn her baking into a business
instead of a hobby. Her husband some-
times helps her with bread deliveries.

When asked about other pastimes,
she said being a mom is a big deal, as
well as being in a new home and trying
to prosper. The family likes to travel
and usually goes to Florida in the sum-
mer. Their favorite thing to do is tak-
ing a cruise to Mexico.

Taylor Poling
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Rain Report

No rain recorded this week.

Total forMar. ....... 3.06in.
Yeartodate . ....... 6.93in.
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nmunity outhe
& organigations

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
P, open mestings

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m,,
Crossroads Al-anan Group, 103
. Housten 5t., Edgewsod, 903-
B96-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
ath Man., 5:15 p.m., 215 N.
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Satrday
7-00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DAMNCE - Mon., 7-00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail.

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 15t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fid 514, Emory, $03-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs, 1130 a.m., wiww.
lakecountryneighbos.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Ind Tues,, 1-3
p.m. 2483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
TX. Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. &9

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Man.,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Centar

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
1st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, #03-269-
Badé

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASS0CIATION

2nd Sat. of each month
9:00a.m.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUE -

15t Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon,, &:00 pm.,
Jan., Mar,, May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr, June, dug., Oct,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
~July 31 & Oct. 30, &30 p.m.,
Roma Restaurant, 2450 FM 47

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a.m.-noon,
03-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
& Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 ar
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jnd Tues., 7:00 p.m,,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emary City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues, 6:45 p.m,
Poirit City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rrains Tax Office a1 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dth Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 p.m,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

Jrd Monday, 6:30 pm,,
Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tues, and Thurs,, §:00 a,m, -
5:00 p.m, 110 E Marth St
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 303-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Open Mon.Fri. 7 am.-4 p.m,
903-473-5099 or 5098

TA
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NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday
in the building behind the
public library on Hwy. 69 in
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m.
Hours for Thursday are 8:00
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will
be open every Saturday in
March from 8:00 a.m.-noon.
Funds go to buy food for the
needy and to operate the
center.

American Legion

Dinner Sat., Mar. 28

Rabb Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #156
will offer a Lasagna dinner
with garlic bread, salad,
desserts and drinks on Satur-
day, March 28, from 4:00-
7:00 p.m. at the Post home
at 215 N. Duffy St. in Emory.
Takeouts are offered. Pay-
ment is by donation, which
goes towards the upkeep of
the home and for veterans’
projects.

RYSA Opening Day

Mar. 28

The Rains Youth Sports
Association will have its
opening day on March 28, at
9:00 a.m., at the RYSA
Sports Complex located on
Hwy. 276, just south of
Emory.

Alba Public Library

Celebration Apr. 11

The Alba Public Library
& Museum has changed the
date of the celebration of
their fifteenth year in opera-
tion. The new date of the
celebration will be April 11,
from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Refreshments will be served.
Local students’ research,
essays, recipes, and artistic
creations that provide a
better understanding of what
living in Alba and elsewhere
was like will be on display.
Community members will be
able to participate in a 5K
run/walk. More information
will be available at a later
date.

ET

Continued from page 1

Sabine River .Aulhnril}' is
scheduled to end in five
years.

With the resolution, the
city commits to a J0-year
lease of the land once the
current |.E.':-I."-L" L.':‘l:['lir{‘:‘\. Tl'll.‘
resolution was unanimously
approved by the council.

l:.:i"l.]!'l.l:i.l [:I'I.E.'“'II‘.-L"T."-
reviewed  the inter-local
agreement between the ciry
il['I.I.J R:Ii.“.\- l:.:(:ll]['ll}' (EN] ill.l';:lw
the Raims County Road &
Bridge department to per-
form work on roads within
the city limits. With the
agreement, the council can
L]{‘.‘iiﬁ]]i“L’ TI.H'II'Li."- QO areas '.11]'
the county department to
work on when they can.

A h-L"]'l.ifi”L‘ i.'l'lll.‘]'-[l'll':il]
agreement  oversees  the
cooperation  between local
il['I.I.J I.‘H'I'II.!H"' ]il'r\-' {']]rl.}f';.'.l."l'lh"lﬂ
officers. The last apreement
between the city and county

Ei ] | TI.IHI'LI 1’-"[”.']{ WAs fl.'l.?['ll. :‘I'D [ ﬁ
The agreement and the
autherization for the mayor
({4 ] h'i.}_"['I. ||:'|L" il“r{‘{"ll.'l‘l“l'll was
unanimously approved.

In mayoral comments,
{.:l:'l.illill.l{'T &1 illL"I.J: 1|'H.‘ ::':,'ul[.l.'_.l]
will hold a special meeting
for social media training,
painting of the new play-
ground equipment is waiting
on the weacher, legal pro-
l:-l.‘i.‘il‘ih_u,'i with Fronrier are
stilll ongoing and the audit
repores for 2023 and 2024
wWere iI.I_'I_'L‘E'”{‘li.] ]1'!|' []“' ::':,'ul[.l.'_.l]
in a called meeting on March
1.

A]l {fi:l'.l['l.l_'ll] ]13{'1['!]'"."':‘{ WETE
present for the repular meet-
ing.

TEI.L" e xl T{‘j_:ll]ilf ['II.L"L"':‘it'I_u
of the East Tawakom City
Council is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 21, ar 7:00
p.mi in the council chambers
of East Tawakoni Ciry Hall.
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Rains High School golfer
records very rare bird

F -

Y

Photo courtesy of Shiela K. Haynes

Rains High School junior Hudson Potts in action during the
Rains Invitational held March 23 at Lake Fork Golf Course.

From Reports

Hudson Potts, a junior on
the Rains High School golf
team, recorded a remarkably
rare hole-in-one on the
448-yard, par-5 No. 13 at
Lake Fork Golf Club during
a practice round in January.

Potts, playing with a
teammate, drove the green
on the 448-yard, dogleg-
right hole. However, when
the pair arrived at the green,
Potts couldn’t see his ball.
That’s because the ball was
in the cup, producing what
golf historians call a “con-
dor” — a hole-in-one on a par
5. Such shots are extremely
rare; there are six total
“condors” on record, only
five of them were a hole-in-
one on a par-five; the sixth
was a two-stroke score on a
667-yard  par-six  hole
achieved by Kevin Pon in
2020, according to National
Club Golfer.

Hole-in-ones most often

occur on par-3 holes because
they are the shortest on the
course. The odds of an
amateur making a hole-in-
one on a par 3 are commonly
cited at about 12,500-to-1;
for professional golfers, esti-
mates suggest roughly one
ace every 2,500 attempts. A
hole-in-one on a par 4 — an
albatross when achieved
from the green or a rare
driving ace — is far less
common, with odds esti-
mated around 6 million-to-1.
A condor on a par 5 remains
the rarest feat in golf.

Even some of the sport’s
biggest names have not
recorded that shot. Tiger
Woods, who had 20 career
holes-in-one (three on the
PGA Tour), never made one
on a par 5; Rory Mcllroy has
two career aces but none on
a par 5. Only seven holes-in-
one on par 4s are known in
history, with Andrew Magee
the only player to do it on
the PGA Tour.

Ease the squeeze on your
retirement income plan

Inflation has slowed, but
many retirees still feel the
effects of higher costs, espe-
cially  for
essentials
like health
care, utili-
ties and
insurance.
They can
tighten your
income plan
and make
you wonder whether it can
keep up over time.

What matters is how you
respond — and you have
options.

Start with your with-
drawal strategy. Consider a
flexible approach for invest-
ment withdrawals that can
adjust based on how your
portfolio is performing. It
helps manage rising prices
without jeopardizing long
term plans.

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones
Financial Advisor

Next, look at your invest-
ments. Rebalancing your
portfolio even slightly may
help steady your income or
improve tax efficiency.

You can also strengthen
your income base by delaying
Social Security or leaning on
your health savings account.
Consider adding inflation
protected bonds or using
fixed-rate annuities for pre-
dictable lifetime income — if
either fits your situation.

Finally, make sure you
account for rising health care
premiums and out of pocket
costs now so they don’t catch
you off guard later.

A financial advisor can
help you build flexibility into
your plan to feel confident
— even when costs keep
rising.

This content was provided by
Edward Jones for use by Brandon

Roberts, your Edward Jones financial
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Brandon R Roberts
CFP

Financial Advisar

132 M Texas St | P O Box 1221
Emory, TX 75440

Edward Jones

hember SIPC

Holly Wasson

Financial Advisor

132 M Texas 51| PO Box 1221
Emary, TX 75440
Q03-473-1592
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SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku Is o complete the enfire grid using the numbars 1-8. Each
number can only be used once in each row, once: In each column, and once in
each of the 33 boxes. Visit www.sudokuofthaday.com for furiher tips and help
ahout how ko play - and good luck!
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CITY GIRL

By Linda Brendle

David and I went to lunch
with Robert and Fawncyne
on Sunday after church, and
without intending to, the
waitress was the catalyst for
this column.
Robert
ordered a
turkey melt
with  fries,
but she for-
got the fries.
When our
food came,
Robert asked
about them,
and in a few minutes, a very
large basket of fries arrived
with many apologies. The
potatoes were shared around
the table along with the
conversation.

“I wonder what someone
who is into research and
writing about it could do
with this,” said Robert,
pointing a fry at me. “Did
French fries really come from
France? And how about
French onion soup and
French dip sandwiches?”

We chatted a little more
about his question, but the
idea rolled around in my
head all afternoon. Sunday
night while David and I were
watching Winds of War, 1
thought of other “French”
things in the English lan-
guage. I came up with fifteen
more to add to Robert’s
original three, and I began
asking Google if they were
actually French in origin. Of
the eighteen, only two are
actually French. Hear they
are.

Today’s French onion
soup is a staple of French
cuisine — a modernized ver-
sion of a soup served in the
homes of French peasants as
long ago as three hundred
years. The other authentic
item on the list was French
doors. They were developed
in France during the 1500s-
1600s by converting large
windows into double doors
that opened onto patios or
balconies. They added natu-
ral light to the interiors and
sometimes improved the
exterior appearance of the
homes.

The remainder of the list
may have had French influ-
ences but originated else-
where, and some had noth-
ing at all to do with France.
Since the French apparently
love to cook and to eat, the
majority of the remaining
items are food related.

The origin of the French
fry has been debated for a
long time, but they probably
came from Belgian villagers
who fried potatoes in the
17th century. The “French”
association probably came
from American soldiers who
were introduced to them in
World War I by French-
speaking Belgians.

The French dip sandwich
was created in Los Angeles
in the early 1900s. The name
probably came from the

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader
correspondent

French? Really?

“French” bread that was
used in the sandwich. There
are a couple of legends
associated with this new
creation. One said that a
cook unintentionally
dropped a sandwich into a
pan of au jus, and the other
says a customer with bad
teeth requested some drip-
pings to soften the bread.

The long, thin baguettes
with a crisp crust and chewy
center are French, but the
fat, soft loaves of “French
bread” we see in supermarket
bakeries are American.

California  Dip  was
invented in the 1950s when
someone mixed instant
onion soup with sour cream.
It probably became “French
Onion Dip” because that
sounded more like haute
cuisine than the original
name.

French toast was popular
in the Roman Empire as
early as the 4th and 5th
centuries. It later became
known in France as “lost
bread” as a way to use stale
bread. The name French
toast probably came from
French immigrants who
made the dish in America.

French dressing as we
know it was invented in
America and probably intro-
duced to the public in the
1920s. It has a vinaigrette
base but adds sugar, tomato
paste, and spices, and the
result is definitely not
French.

The term “French vanilla”
refers to ingredients rather
than the country of origin.
French vanilla ice cream or
custards include egg yolks,
giving the end product a
richer flavor and a slightly
yellowish color. The term is
also used in marketing to
describe a particular flavor
rather than a specific recipe.

The first printed recipe for
what is now called Créme
Bralée was found in a 1691
French cookbook, but it was
called “English Cream,” and
there are strong indications
that it may have originated
in either England or Catalo-
nia, Spain. French Créme
Brulee is usually made with
heavy cream and served with
a caramelized topping.
Crema Catalana is made
with milk instead of cream
and flavored with cinnamon
and lemon peel, and English
Burnt Cream is similar to the
French version but with a
more heavily caramelized
top.

French roast coffee again
refers to a style of roasting
rather than the country of
origin. It’s one of the darkest
levels of roasting, and the
beans are deep brown,
almost black. The only
darker roast is the Italian
roast.

Since France is also
known for its fashion, it’s not
surprising that three of the
“French” terms deal with
that subject. However, none

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
Game wardens share how to stay safe while paddling

AUSTIN - As tempera-
tures begin to rise, activity
on Texas lakes, rivers and
coastal waters is increasing.
Texas Game Wardens are
reminding paddlers to priori-
tize safety while kayaking,
canoeing and paddleboard-
ing.
“Paddling is one of the
best ways to experience
Texas waters, but it’s not
something to take lightly,”
said Col. Ron A. Vander-
Roest, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department Law
Enforcement Director. “The
laws and required safety
equipment are in place to
protect you and everyone
else on the water.”

Texas law requires all
paddlers to have a U.S.
Coast Guard-approved life
jacket on board, and chil-
dren under 13 must wear one
at all times. Paddlers are also
required to carry a sound-
producing device like a
whistle and display a white
light visible from all direc-
tions when operating be-
tween sunset and sunrise or
when visibility is limited.

Before heading out, pad-
dlers should check weather
conditions, water levels and
currents, and make sure
planned routes match your
skill level.

“Windy conditions are a
common hazard for paddlers,
especially on open water,”
said VanderRoest. “Even
moderate winds can make
paddling more difficult and
increase fatigue. In stronger
conditions, wind can create
waves, making it harder for
paddlers to stay on course or
even remain onboard their

paddle craft.”

Texas Game Wardens
recommend sharing a float
plan with a trusted contact.
This can be as simple as a
text with a launch location,
planned route and expected
return time. Paddlers should
avoid going out alone when
possible and carry a phone or
communication device in
something waterproof.

On shared waterways,
paddlers should remain
aware of motorized vessel
traffic and avoid stopping in
high-traffic areas. Staying
outside of main boat chan-
nels and using high-visibility
gear can help reduce the risk
of a collision.

Everyone recreating on
the water should keep in
mind that alcohol use im-
pairs both judgment and
reaction time and should be
avoided. Combined with sun
exposure and fatigue, its
effects can be even more
dangerous.

Planning ahead and mak-
ing smart decisions on the
water can help prevent
accidents and keep everyone
safe.

Additional paddling safety
tips can be found at tpwd.
texas.gov/boating/paddling-
trails/safety/.

About Texas Game
Wardens

Texas Game Wardens,
within the Law Enforcement
Division of TPWD, are
responsible for enforcing
laws related to the conserva-
tion and management of
natural resources and public
safety through community-
based law enforcement.

of the three has French
origins.

The  “French  tuck”
became widely popular due
to stylist Tan France who
coined the name because he
thought it was cute. This
styling technique adds struc-
ture and balance to outfits
and is used not only in
Parisian styles but univer-
sally.

The French twist has been
found pictured in Algerian
rock art that is thousands of
years old, but it became
popular in the 1950s. It was
probably called a French
twist because of the French
association with high fash-
ion.

The French manicure was
invented in Hollywood, Cal-
ifornia, in 1975 because its
natural look matched multi-
ple wardrobe changes made
by actresses while on a movie
set. It was first called the
Natural Look but was
renamed the French mani-
cure for Parisian fashion
shows because it sounded
more elegant and fashion-
able.

The next two “French”
items pertain to animals,
specifically to dogs.

The national dog of
France is the French Poodle
— but it originated in Ger-
many around 400 years ago.
They were bred as hunting
dogs intended to retrieve
ducks from the water. In
fact, once they became pop-
ular in France, they were
known as duck dogs.

The French Bulldog origi-
nated in England during the
1800s. They were bred down
to a smaller size and became
lap companions that kept
lace workers warm in
unheated workshops. When
the workers were replaced by
machines and migrated to
France, they brought their
dogs which became popular
and bred into the French
Bulldogs we know today.

The last two “French”
items don’t fit into any of the
previous categories. One is
the French drain which is so
named because it was popu-
larized in the 1850s by Henry
Flagg French. The last is the
French horn which is a
German adaptation of earlier
European hunting horns.
They probably received their
name from British musicians
who imported their instru-
ments from France.

This column has no
particular purpose except to
possibly entertain my readers
and to prepare you for your
next game of Trivial Pursuit.
It was an interesting exercise
in research, and I hope it was
as much fun to read as it was
to write.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly
column for Believers’ Baptist
Church. She is a published author
and also writes about caregiving,
faith, and family on her blog at http:/
/www.LifeAfterCaregiving.
WordPress.com. You can e-mail her
at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

Their mission is to provide
hunting, fishing and outdoor
recreation opportunities for
the use and enjoyment of
present and future genera-
tions. Additionally, they play
a crucial role in search and
rescue operations during
natural disasters, exemplify-
ing their commitment to
protecting both the environ-
ment and the people of
Texas.

If you witness a fishing,
wildlife or boating violation
in progress, please call 1-
800-792-GAME (4263) im-
mediately and report it to
Operation Game Thief
(OGT), Texas’ Waildlife
Crime-Stoppers  Program.
You can also text your tip by
sending  the  keyword
TXOGT plus your tip to
847411 or through the Texas
OGT App, available for iOS
and Android devices. Dis-
patchers are available 24/7.

903-473-2653
ads@rainscountyleader.com
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For the Love of Laundry

“We should all do what, in
the long run, gives us joy, even
if it is only picking grapes or
sorting the laundry.”

E. B. White

My atten-
tion to laun-
dry first
arose in high
school after
an  embar-
rassing
episode with
pink socks in

JODY DYER

P.E. class.
Typewriter Weekly My mom,
bless her
heart, had neglected to

extract one of my slew-foot
brother’s red T-shirts from a
load of whites, and I had to
live with the humiliation for
too long one semester. This
experience prompted me to
forever after do my own
laundry. And I think this has
been a good thing.

As a bachelor for many
years, I continued this tradi-
tion, with the only question-
able practice acquired being
the habit of hanging my
boxer shorts on doorknobs
throughout the house (I
refuse to shrink my under-
wear in the dryer). So,
laundry has never been a
problem for me (cleaning the
bathroom is a different
story). I actually enjoy doing
laundry. And this love of
laundry has carried over into
married life. My wife, when
she chooses, does not have
to do laundry. I have suffi-
cient laundry skills to handle
our clothes with care.

Pondering the blessing of
clean clothes this week, I
thought laundry game might
be a good topic to write
about. For anyone needing
to hone their laundry skills,
consider these basics. Note -
[ will admit to sometimes
being wrong about stuff. I
could be washing wrong. If
you know more and want to
counter my instructions with
a better way to wash, please
do. I am just a regular guy
drinking coffee at my type-
writer as words spill from my
twisted mind. You can prob-
ably do laundry better than
me.

Step one is to sort. Drag
your clothes from under your
bed and all corners of your
house and sort into orga-
nized piles as follows: Darks
(all dark colors including
black, red, dark blue) / Lights
& Colors (all light colored

clothes) / Whites (there are
different classes of whites —
wash kitchen towels and rags
separately from sheets and
bathroom towels — white
shirts and blouses should also
have their own pile). Check
labels as necessary (you need
to know what you are wash-
ing).
Consider fibers (don’t mix
lint givers like towels and lint
receivers like corduroy pants
or sweaters) and fabric
weights (heavies are separate
from lights). Delicate articles
go in a laundry bag (if
cleaning items from your
wife’s lingerie vault, be sure
to use a bag).

Check pockets, zippers,
and buttons. A stray Kleenex
awash in your load will leave
your clothes a mess, so
always check pockets (some-
times you find money). Jack-
ets and pants should be
zipped and buttoned up. For
shirts and blouses, make sure
buttons are undone, other-
wise they don’t hang right
after washing. And dark
clothing should be washed
inside-out to preserve color.
Special Tip — to set and
preserve colors, especially
new clothes with dark colors
that tend to fade quickly,
soak overnight in salt water
(1/2 cup salt in tub of water
or washer). The salt helps
prevent color bleeding and
will lock in the dye. You can
also use white vinegar in
rinse cycle to help keep
colors vibrant.

Pre-treat any stains you
find. Most of my shirts have
beard oil residue on the
collars, so I always use stain
remover. Untreated stains
will often remain after
washing. If you do not have
stain remover handy, a good
substitute in a pinch is 7Up
or club soda. Just scrub in
well and you can fizz the
stains out. Also, for bad
stains on lights and whites
you can use hydrogen perox-
ide along with a bit of dish
soap. Apply with a Q-Tip,
toothbrush, or boney finger.

Load your washer 2/3 or
3/4 full. Do not overload
your washer.

Use a good quality laun-
dry detergent (if High Effi-
ciency HE washer, be sure to
use HE detergent). Your
clothes are wvaluable. If
cleaned well, they will Ilast
longer and stay looking good.
I like Persil liquid laundry
detergent. It works great.

And don’t use laundry pods.
Pods are for lightweights and
laundry losers (they some-
times don’t dissolve and
psycho neighbor kids may try
to eat them).

Be sure to use the correct
amount of detergent — don’t
overdose. Too much deter-
gent leaves a soap buildup in
your clothes. Use a laundry
booster instead of more soap,
if needed. Hot tip — for really
clean and fresh clothes, add
a fabric rinse to your load.
This is not a fabric softener,
but it does go in the softener
cup. Downy Rinse & Refresh
is a good one.

Set the appropriate cycle
and temperature for your
load. I prefer cold water for
most laundry (exception —
sheets and towels get hot
water). Your clothes love
cold water. They won’t
shrink, and they will last
longer and look better if you
wash in cold water. Besides
being gentler on your
clothes, cold water will also
keep colors from bleeding.

When load is finished
take clothes out immediately
and snap or shake out
wrinkles. Do this even if your
clothes are going straight
into the dryer.

I don’t like to use the
dryer for wearables. I prefer
100 percent cotton shirts for
comfort and they will shrink.
One trip through the dryer
takes them from XL Tall to
toddler size. I like to hang my
clothes outside or indoors.
For me, only towels, sheets,
and sometimes socks, go in
the dryer. When using your
dryer, be sure to clean out
your lint trap first. And once
dryer is finished, again take
clothes out immediately to
prevent obnoxious wrinkle
set.

One more tip — it is a good
idea to clean your washer
frequently (maybe once a
month). This is simple to do
—use 1/2 cup chlorine bleach
and run a normal cycle with
hot water. This will keep
your washer sparkling clean
and fresh. Happy cleaning —
love your laundry!

JODY DYER is a columnist,
author, and former teacher. Described
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and
accomplished feral hog trapper. He
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors,
and is good with dogs and children.
He is the father of three, and lives
with his wife in Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2026 Jody Dyer
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Have You Started Saving For Your Retirement?
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According to the U.S. Treasury Department, roughly 75
million Americans do not participate in any retirement
plan and have little or no savings.

Gang

With today's longer lifespans, it's important to begin
saving for vour retirement as soon as possible. Come
see us, we make it easy to open an Individual
Retirement Account.
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Sheriff's Report

Rains County Leader

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the following
reports of activity during the
week of March 16-22:

Arrests

3-16:
Charles
Joshua Mar-
tinez.
Unlawful
carrying

MICHAELHOPKINS we€eap on,
Rains County Sheriff $ 28 , 000
bond.

3-16: Amber Kaye Slem-
mons. Burglary of building,
$25,200 bond.

3-17: Lauren Gayle For-
cia. Violation of bond/pro-
tective order, $65,000 bond.

Calls

3-16: FM 515 at CR 3227
Accident; Hwy.  198S
Mabank Agency assist; E FM
2795 Medical assist; PR 5450
Medical assist; PR 7702
Domestic disturbance;
Smith Cir. Suspicious activ-
ity; CR 3450 Welfare con-
cern; CR 3329 Extra patrol;
CR 3425 Extra patrol;
Swearingen Beach Suicidal
subject; FM 513 Suspicious
activity; Sheriffs  Office
(SO) lobby Meet com-
plainant (x3); Skyline Dr.
Warrant service; PR 5141
Warrant service; Industrial
Blvd. Meet complainant; FM
779 Vehicle fire; FM 2737
Animal welfare concern;
Hwy. 276 Accident; SO
lobby Meet complainant; S
Dunbar Ln. Suspicious activ-
ity; CR 3400 Medical assist;
SO lobby Report of theft;
Hwy. 19 Accident; M 2795
Medical assist; Kansas St.
Animal welfare concern; CR

TXDOT

1402 Residence alarm.

3-17: CR 3376 Residence
alarm; Hwy. 276 Animal
welfare concern; Hwy. 19S
Welfare concern; CR 3381
Animal welfare concern;
Hwy. 276 Accident; SO
lobby Meet complainant; CR
1470 Grass fire; FM 514
Disturbance, FM 2737 Fol-
low up investigation; CR
3410 Controlled burn; FM
514 Harassment; Hwy. 69
Fight in progress; CR 4452
Medical assist; E Lennon Dr.
Public assistance; Duffy St.
Warrant Service; FM 779
Warrant service; PR 7707
Disturbance; Hwy. 69E
Livestock on roadway; PR
5450 Brush fire; CR 2120
Burglary; FM 779 Suspicious
person; Clark Dr. Suspicious
activity; SO lobby Meet
complainant.

3-18: CR 1411 Medical
assist; Planters St. Business
alarm; Wright Way Medical
assist; Egret Cir. Theft; CR
1525 Medical assist; SO
lobby Meet complainant; SO
lobby Follow up investiga-
tion; E Lennon Dr. Repos-
session; Hwy. 69 Livestock
on roadway; Hwy. 69W
Reckless driver; CR 1402
Follow up investigation; SO
lobby Meet complainant; CR
1150 Livestock on roadway;
SO Warrant service; CR
1495 Medical assist; PR 7707
Missing person; FM 275
Medical assist; Hwy. 69W
Extra patrol.

3-19: PR 5451 Medical
assist; FM 515 Medical
assist; SO Medical assist; FM
779 Livestock on roadway;
Quitman St. Special assign-
ment; E Lennon Dr. Extra
patrol; Hwy. 19S Follow up
investigation;  Hwy. 69

Theft; Hwy. 19S Reckless
driver; Hwy. 19S Motorist
assist; N Texas St. Medical
assist; Elaine St. Point
Repossession; W Lennon Dr.
Accident; Hwy. 276 Repos-
session; Quitman St. Special
assignment; N Texas St. Fire
alarm, CR 2350 Controlled
burn; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; Littlefield Dr.
Agency assist; CR 4310
Reckless driving; Hwy. 69
Lone Oak Warrant service;
Hwy. 69W Theft; CR 3060
Controlled burn; Hwy. 276
Missing person; Hwy. 19
Suspicious person; Briggs
Blvd. East Tawakoni Medi-
cal assist.

3-20: CR 3220 Noise
complaint; FM 779/CR 2610
Missing person; FM 513
Trespassing; FM 513 Mental
subject; FM 47 Welfare
concern; SO lobby Meet
complainant; N Texas St.
Funeral escort; CR 3450
Welfare concern; CR 1310
Extra patrol; CR 3450 Extra
patrol; E Lennon Dr. Wel-
fare concern; Garrett Dr.
Livestock on roadway; E
Lennon Dr. Welfare con-
cern; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; Mays Ln. West
Tawakoni Agency assist;
Hwy. 19S Follow up investi-
gation; S Texas St. Child
custody; SO lobby Meet
complainant; CR 3450 Wel-
fare concern; CR 3333
Domestic disturbance; CR
3485 Child custody; E
Lennon Dr. Welfare con-
cern; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; E Lennon Dr.
Follow up investigation; CR
2181 Trespassing; SO lobby
Agency assist; FM 515
Theft; Ave. East Point
Death; E Lennon Dr. Busi-

Help Protect Vulnerable Road Users

1 in 5 traffic fatalities
involved a pedestrian
or bicyclist

AUSTIN — Spring brings
out walkers, cyclists and
drivers to enjoy the beauty
across the state. No matter
how you explore Texas, we
can help each other stay safe
on the road.

Texans take care of their
neighbors, but far too often
people forget to do that
when they are behind the
wheel. The Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation
(TxDOT) is urging everyone
to always follow the law and
drive like a Texan: kind,
courteous and safe.

“We continue to see an
increase in the number of
crashes involving pedestrians
or cyclists each year,”
TxDOT Executive Director
Marc Williams said. “All of
us share a responsibility to
watch out for each other, but
people on foot or riding a
bike are most at risk for
serious injury or worse in a
crash with a car, which
means drivers must be extra

vigilant.”
Reality of crashes

Crashes involving bicy-
clists and pedestrians are
preventable if everyone fol-
lows the rules of the road.
That didn’t happen for
26-year-old Bryan Kight in
2024. He was struck in an
Austin bike lane by a driver
turning left. He needed
major reconstructive surg-
eries and several months of
recuperation  to  regain
mobility.

Kight is joining TxDOT
this spring urging Texans to
come together, follow traffic
laws and prevent these
senseless tragedies.

The data

In 2024, 852 cyclists and
pedestrians were killed in
crashes on Texas roads,
accounting for more than
20% of all traffic fatalities.
There were 6,095 crashes
involving pedestrians and
2,761 crashes involving bicy-
clists.

In early 2025, there were
1,372 traffic crashes involv-
ing pedestrians in Texas and

Look Twice -
Save A Life.

Motorcycles are
everywhere!

527 traffic crashes involving
bicyclists. In these crashes,
186 people were killed.

Know and follow the
rules for sharing the
road

TxDOT’s Drive like a
Texan traffic safety initiative
will remind Texans to Be
Safe. Drive Smart. by provid-
ing safety tips to protect
vulnerable road users.

If you're driving:

* Stop and vyield for
pedestrians, cyclists and
other vulnerable road users
in crosswalks.

* Give bikes space and
pass at a safe distance.

* Yield when turning and
always look twice for pedes-
trians and cyclists.

* Follow the posted
speed limit and adjust your
speed to conditions.

If you're walking:

* Cross the street only at
crosswalks and intersections.

¢ Stick to sidewalks, but
if none exists, walk facing
traffic on the left side unless
it is obstructed or unsafe.

If you're biking:

* Stop at red lights and
stop signs.

* Ride in the same direc-
tion as traffic and use bike
lanes or ride as near as
possible to the right-hand
curb.

* Use hand signals for
turns or stops.

* Equip your bike with
lights at night, using a white
light on the front and a red
light or reflector on the back.

* At events across the
state, the campaign will
leverage an interactive vir-
tual reality experience to
give participants firsthand
experience navigating traffic
scenarios that can be danger-
ous for pedestrians and
bicyclists.

This “Be Safe. Drive
Smart” campaign is an
important part of TxDOT’s
Drive like a Texan: Kind.
Courteous. Safe. initiative.
Drive like a Texan is about
embracing the pride, cama-
raderie and responsibility of
being a Texan on the road.
By making thoughtful
choices, we can all help keep
each other safe. Learn more
at DriveLikeATexan.com.

ness alarm; Hwy. 69 Assault;
FM 2795 Medical assist.

3-21: CR 3445 Noise
complaint; FM 779 Kidnap-
ping; FM 2324 Medical
assist; Hwy. 276 Emory
Reckless driver; W Lennon
Dr. Medical assist; Hwy. 276
Livestock on roadway; CR
3450 Welfare concern; CR
1530 Controlled burn; CR
3345 Medical assist; Oak
Leaf Tr. East Tawakoni
Controlled burn; Hwy. 69
Welfare concern; Hwy. 276
West Tawakoni Agency
assist; Pecan St. Follow up
investigation; CR 3309 at
FM 515 Accident; E Lennon
Dr. Suspicious vehicle;
Smith Cir. Controlled burn;
FM 47 Point Shots fired; CR
2400 Disturbance; Braziel
Bay Gas leak.

3-22: FM 513 Suspicious
activity; E Lennon Dr. Reck-

less driving; Hwy. 19N Med-
ical assist; Hwy. 69 and FM
779 Reckless driving’ FM
515 Animal welfare concern;
SO lobby Meet complainant;
FM 513 Grass fire; FM 513
Follow up investigation;
Hwy. 69 Reckless driver; N
Texas St. Business alarm; N
Texas St. Medical assist; FM
514 Civil matter; CR 1275
Medical assist; Hwy. 19S
Mental subject.

The Sheriff's Department
reported 267 calls for the
week. Among the calls were:
4 disturbances, 2 domestic
disturbances, 6 extra patrol,
1 fight in progress, 1 brush
fire, 1 vehicle fire, 1 fire
alarm, 10 follow up investi-
gation, 1 funeral escort, 1
harassment, 1 kidnapping, 1
gas leak, 7 livestock on
roadway, 15 meet com-

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Islamic schools admitted to voucher program after suit

Four Islamic schools have
been admitted to the Texas
voucher program after a
federal judge ordered the

state to

invite  the

schools  to

apply, the

Houston

Chronicle

' reported.

v The judge
GARYBORDERs  also ordered

Texas Press Association the applica—
tion deadline
for families be extended to
March 31, citing concerns
that no Islamic schools had
been approved for the pro-
gram.

“We received an invita-
tion to register yesterday
from Odyssey. We were able
to register, and we got
approval immediately upon
finishing the registration
form,” Hamed Ghazali, prin-
cipal of the Houston Quran
Academy, said. “In addition,
our school appeared on the
parents’ portal and some of
our parents were able to

register, choosing our
school.”
The voucher program

gives as much as $10,400 for
tuition reimbursement and
other fees to parents who
send their children to private
school next year, up to
$30,000 for parents of chil-
dren with disabilities, and up
to $2,000 for homeschooled
children.

$16 billion gas power
plant planned in East
Texas

One of the nation’s largest
energy projects is coming to
East Texas, according to The
News. It is part of a $550
billion investment package
that Japan pledged last Octo-
ber and will be built in
Anderson County in East
Texas.

The $16 billion natural
gas-fired power generation
hub will be able to serve up
to five gigawatts of energy
demand and will be operated
by NextEra Energy
Resources, a wholesale elec-
tricity provider based in Juno
Beach, Florida.

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi visited
Trump at the White House
last week. The administra-
tion has previously said the
East Texas project will pro-
vide power to meet booming
electricity demand, particu-
larly as new data centers
come online across the state.

Texas Senate runoff
ballot deadline passes

The deadline for Republi-
can candidates to withdraw
from the May runoff ballot
has passed, and both U.S.
Sen. John Cornyn and Texas
Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton remain in the race, The

Texas Tribune reported.
Soon after the primary Presi-
dent  Donald  Trump

promised to endorse one of
the candidates “soon,” but
has yet to do so.

Cornyn, who held a nar-
row lead in the primary but

not a majority, recently wrote
an op-ed piece reversing
course on his opposition to
ending the filibuster, which
requires 60 votes for Senate
approval of legislation. The
Senate last week started floor
discussion of the SAVE
America Act, a bill Trump
claims would “guarantee the
midterms” for Republicans.
Both Cornyn and Paxton
now back the bill, which
restricts voting access.

There is little chance of
the bill passing the Senate
because of the filibuster,
since all 47  Senate
Democrats oppose it, calling
it a modern-day poll tax.
There also does not appear to
be enough support for ending
the filibuster, which would
allow the bill to pass with a
simple majority.

Whoever wins the GOP
Senate runoff will face state
Rep. James Talarico, the
Democratic nominee, in
November.

Chavez observance
scrapped after abuse
accusations

Gov. Greg Abbott ordered
state agencies to no longer
observe César Chavez Day
and said he plans to ask
lawmakers to remove the
holiday from state law, The
Dallas Morning  News
reported. The move came
after The New York Times
reported Chavez, the co-
founder of the United Farm
Workers union, groomed and
sexually abused girls and
women who worked in the
movement.

In addition, many Texas
cities and school districts are
considering renaming streets
and schools and removing
monuments to the famed
labor leader.

“Let me be clear — no
political affiliation, legacy or
historic contribution should
ever shield sexual predators
from scrutiny or excuse the
harm inflicted on survivors,”
Dallas City Council member
Bazaldua said in a Facebook
post.

The co-founder of the
UFW, Dolores Huerta, now
96, said Chavez forced her to
have sex and raped her at
one point. Huerta said that
she kept silent to protect the
farmworker movement.

Drag show ban finally
takes effect

A ban on certain public
drag shows passed in 2023
finally took effect last week
after a federal appeals court
reaffirmed its constitutional-
ity, The Tribune reported.
The law prohibits performers
from performing on public
property or where children
are present.

Paxton cheered the ruling
in a news release, writing “I
will always work to shield our
children from exposure to
erotic and inappropriate
sexually oriented perfor-
mances.”

The plaintiffs and the
ACLU of Texas, which
represents them, said they
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plainant, 2 mental subjects,
2 noise complaints, 2 grass
fires, 21 public service calls,
7 reckless drivers, 3 reposses-
sions, 1 shots fired, 2 special
assignment, 3 missing per-
sons, 1 suicidal subject, 5
suspicious activity, 2 suspi-
cious persons, 1 suspicious
vehicle, 5 thefts, 6 warrant
service, 10 welfare concern,
2 trespassing, 6 accidents, 1
death, 2 public assist, 1 911
hang up call, 6 agency assist,
3 business alarm, 2 residence
alarm, 1 animal at large, 5
animal welfare concerns, 1
assault, 1 motorist assist, 1
burglary, 2 child custody,
and 1 civil matter.

There were 79 traffic
stops, 58 warnings, 15 cita-
tions, 22 medical calls, and
10 transports.

plan to continue fighting the
ban.

“The law’s vague and
sweeping provisions still cre-
ate a harmful chilling effect
for drag artists and those who
support them, while also
threatening many types of
performing arts cherished
here in Texas, from theater
to ballet to professional
wrestling,” ACLU Texas
attorney Brian Klosterboer
said in a statement.

147 measles cases in
Texas this year

The Texas Department of
State Health Services has
reported at least 147 cases of
measles in the state this year,
with most occurring in
federal detention facilities,
The Tribune reported. The
largest outbreak, with 99
cases, is at the West Texas
Detention Facility, which is
privately operated in Hud-
speth County.

A DSHS spokesperson
said the “state’s role inside
federal facilities is very lim-
ited,” so detailed information
on contact tracing, vaccine
response, or any demo-
graphic  information on
infected individuals is not
available.

Another 20 cases have
been reported in El Paso,

Bexar, Bandera, Kendall,
Lubbock, and Rockwall
counties, according to

DSHS, and were contracted
from a variety of sources,
such as international travel.

Measles is highly conta-
gious and is especially dan-
gerous to unvaccinated chil-
dren, pregnant women and
adults with compromised
immune systems. It also has a
long incubation period.

Agency launches low-
cost spay and neuter
program across state

DSHS has launched a new
sterilization program for dogs
and cats after receiving $13
million in state funding to
support the initiative for two
years. The funds are allo-
cated to 38 applicants to
perform these procedures
across the state. Grant recip-
ients had to demonstrate the
ability to provide high-vol-
ume, high-quality, and low-
cost spay and neuter services.

“The program is designed
to maximize sterilization
impacts across both urban
and rural communities in
Texas. Receiving funding
were animal shelters and
rescue entities, veterinary
clinics, governmental agen-
cies, and non-profit organiza-
tions that perform steriliza-
tion procedures,” the news
release said.

To discover which entity
is serving your area, visit this
link: https://tinyurl.com/
Szkzu5Sbm.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar

Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com.
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THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY

Angel of Mercy saved lives at Goliad

by Bartee Haile

The moment Francita
Alavez heard the nightmar-
ish news on the evening of
Mar. 26, 1836, she sprang
into swift but secret action.
The brave
wife of a
Mexican
officer would
not  stand
idly by while
her country-
men killed

partee e (he defense-
Historical Columnist € S S
detainees at

Goliad.

The Tampico prisoners
served as guinea pigs for
Santa Anna’s get-tough pol-
icy toward meddlesome for-
eigners. A number of Ameri-
cans were among the 28
followers of Gen. Jose Anto-
nio Mexia tried for piracy
and put to death on Dec. 14,
1835. Encouraged by the
ho-hum reaction from the
United States, the tyrant
issued his infamous no-quar-
ter decree that his puppet
congress made the law of the
land two weeks later.

Gen. Jose de Urrea, com-
mander of the eastern army
sweeping north up the Texas
coast, believed the summary
slaughter of prisoners was
unconscionable overkill. But
he had to do something with
the Texans taken at San
Patricio on Feb. 27, 1836,
and Santa Anna demanded
their immediate annihilation.
A last-minute appeal from an
Irish priest gave him a good
excuse for letting the rebels
live, and he shipped them off
to Matamoros.

Urrea faced an identical
dilemma two weeks later at
Refugio, where 33 armed
insurrectionists raised the
white flag. He solved the
problem by shooting the half
that hailed from Kentucky
and Tennessee and turning
loose those claiming colonial
residency and Mexican citi-
zenship.

Later in the week, Urrea
fought a bloody two-day
battle with Col. James W.
Fannin that was suddenly
interrupted by the Georgian’s
unexpected offer to surren-
der. Since the Mexican

Funeral services for Barbara
Parker, 81, will be held on March
26, at 11:00 a.m., at Wilson-
Orwosky Funeral Home. Inter-
ment will follow at Emory City

Cemetery.

Mrs. Parker died on March 22,
2026. She was born on August 15,

1944.

She graduated from beauty
school in the early seventies and
embarked on a career as a hairdresser.

She loved tackling crossword puzzles, and
was an avid fan of Wheel of Fortune, the
Texas Rangers and the Dallas Cowboys. She
loved animals and took great joy in feeding
the squirrels and the many birds around her
home. She also enjoyed feeding deer and
fishing. Her proudest accomplishment was
her family. She raised five children and
dedicated herself to nurturing her family.

already had lost 250 soldiers
and feared far more casual-
ties if the fighting continued,
he was ready to promise his
opponent the moon.

Negotiations hit a serious
snag, when the rebel repre-
sentatives insisted upon
humane treatment as POW'’s
and prompt parole to the
U.S. Urrea took Fannin aside
for a confidential chat and
privately pledged complete
compliance with the unac-
ceptable terms if he would
only lay down his arms.

Fannin  should have
known better than to strike
the fatal bargain. He was well
aware of Santa Anna’s stand-
ing order, which had been so
mercilessly carried out at the
Alamo. What made him
think Urrea had the power to
keep such a pie-in-the-sky
promise!

The rebel troops, many
against their better judg-
ment, did as they were told
and dumped their weapons
in a pile. A Mexican officer
reacted to their submission
with the reassuring wise-
crack, “Well, gentlemen. In
eight days, home and lib-
erty!”

Urrea reported by messen-
ger to his superior and
recommended clemency for
the captives. Santa Anna
answered on Mar. 23 with a
direct order for the mass
execution of the “perfidious
foreigners” and just to be on
the safe side sent the same
instructions to the colonel in
charge of the Goliad garri-
son.

By the time Jose Nicolas
de la Portilla received his
orders on Mar. 26, Urrea was
long gone. Resigned to the
inevitability of the massacre,
he chose to be someplace else
when the carnage com-
menced.

The prisoners were in
especially high spirits that
dreadful night following word
from the gullible Fannin that
the Mexicans were busy
making the necessary
arrangements for their safe
departure. The poor souls
sang themselves to sleep with
a few choruses of “Sweet
Home Alabama.”

Haunted by hellish visions

Barbara Parker
1944 — 2026

of what the morning would
bring, Francita Alavez could
not close her eyes. Her kind
heart had already gone out to
the prisoners at Copano Bay,
where she coaxed the guards
into loosening the ropes
cutting off the circulation in
their arms, an act of compas-
sion that paled in comparison
to her current mission of
mercy.

Senora Alavez had a
kindred spirit in a colonel
named Francisco Garay, who
was also willing to risk his life
to save as many prisoners as
possible from the firing
squads. At first light he led a
score or so of confused
captives to his tent in a
peach orchard and told them
to stay put until he returned.

As the condemned filed
past, Senora Alavez spotted a
young boy in the doomed
ranks. She pleaded with a
high ranking German merce-
nary to leave the lad with
her, and without a word or
change of expression the
request was miraculously
granted.

Minutes later the sound of
musket fire and the screams
of the dying shattered the
Palm Sunday silence. “Curse
you, Santa Anna!” shouted
Francita Alavez. “What a
disgrace you have brought to
this country!”

From his sanctuary in the
orchard, Dr. J.H. Barnard
heard the murderous mad-
ness. “I saw through the trees
several of the prisoners run-
ning with their utmost speed
and directly after some Mex-
ican soldiers in pursuit of
them.

“Colonel Garay now
appeared and said to us,
‘Keep still, gentlemen. You
are safe. This is not from my
orders nor do I execute
them.”

Three hundred and forty-
two men died that day shot
down like rabid dogs. Of the
estimated 65 survivors, no
fewer than 37 owed their
lives to the “Angel of Goliad”
and the courageous colonel.

Contact  Bartee Haile at
barteehaile(@gmail.com or by mail at
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX
71393.

Mrs. Parker is survived by her
children, Theresa Ann Roach
(Herbie), Tammye Renee May-
field, Stephen Ray Jenkins, and
Keith Gabriel Parker; siblings,
Helen Streety, Billie Darlene
Hampton and Don Hampton;
grandchildren,
(Don), Marcus Vaughn (Dawn),
Nick Mayfield, Melissa Gonzales
(Joel), Amanda Mckinney (Chris),
Michael Jenkins, Jayce Parker, and Timothy
Parker; great-grandchildren, Victoria Tol-
liver (Taylor Rogers), John Vaughn, Rilee
Mayfield, Travis Mayfield, Benjamin Gonza-
les, Elaina Gonzales, Dakota Jenkins, Kayla
Jenkins, Sara Landrum, and Tyler Landrum.

She was preceded in death by her parents,
Reverend Jed M. Hampton, Hazel Marie
Hampton, Paul Stanley Langel; and son,
Kevin Lee Parker.

Christie Blaine

James Robert Clopton

1938-2026

Obituaries

Cary Wayne Collins

A celebration of life for Cary
Wayne Collins, 87, will be held on
Saturday, March 28, at 2:00 p.m.,
at Emory Baptist Church.

Mr. Collins died on March 16,
2026. He was born on April 6,
1938, in Le Mars, lowa, to Wayne
Oliver Collins and Faye Margaret
Nash.

Mr. Collins graduated from Le
Mars High School in 1956, where
he developed a love for mathematics, and
pursued it academically at Colorado State
University. Upon earning his bachelor’s
degree, he embarked on a career that led him
around the world as a project manager for
Rockwell International, where he contrib-
uted his intellect and leadership to the
development of satellite and navigation
systems for submarines.

In 1956 he married Carolyn Jane Mallette
in their hometown of Le Mars and they had
six sons. He enjoyed coaching their little

1938- 2026

league teams, and times spent on
the water, fishing and traveling the
world. He had a good sense of
humor and his sarcasm often
brought laughter to those around
him. His intelligence was matched
by his ability to find joy in the
everyday,

Mr. Collins is survived by sons,
Ray Collins and wife Sue, Curt
Collins and wife Donna, Stewart
Collins, Vincent Collins and wife Mona,
Anthony Collins and wife Tracy, and Ted
Collins and wife Rhonda; 13 grandchildren;
and 16 great-grandchildren; brothers, Ted
Lee and wife Malinda, and Jack Collins;
sisters, Suzanne Berreth and husband Clif-
ford, Kathleen Feller and husband Robert, Jill
Collins, and Priscilla Strathman and husband
Curt; and sister-in-law, Karen Collins.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
sisters, Nancy, Kay and Mary Gay; and
brother, Timothy.

Michael Doros

Michael Doros, 84, died peace-
fully on March 18, 2026. He was
born on April 25, 1941.

From the age of seven, he
served as an altar boy. He gradu-
ated from Catholic school and his
devotion extended beyond child-
hood, as he faithfully conducted
seven services every Sunday.

1941 -

2026
' he could.

He was married to his beloved
wife, Elizabeth, for forty beautiful
years and they nurtured a family
that thrived under their care and
guidance. He never missed an
opportunity to cheer for his
grandchildren at their events and
celebrate their achievements.

Mr. Doros earned a Master’s
degree from the University of
Michigan and he owned and ran multiple
day care centers. Through his work he
created safe havens and nurturing environ-
ments. He had a loving and giving nature
and was always motivated by a sincere desire
to be of service and help others in any way

Mr. Doros is survived by his
wife; children, Tiffany Weddle
and Chris Cline; grandchildren, Jana Wed-
dle and Jessie Weddle; siblings, Phyllis Pidek,
Don Doros and wife Sharon, and Linda
McDonald and husband Richard.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

Billy Robinson
2026

1963 -

Funeral services for Billy Robin-
son, 62, were held on March 25, at
Wilson - Orwosky Funeral Home.
Mr. Robinson died on March 20,
2026. He was born on May 17,
1963, to Miller Ross and Wanda
Joyce Robinson.

Mr. Robinson was a skilled
carpenter and created pieces that
were not just functional but works
of art. He was always ready to lend
a helping hand to anyone in need.

He was an active member of the Shriners
and a Master Mason. His faith as a Christian
was a guiding light throughout his life. He
recently discovered a love of gardening. One
of his greatest passions was his motorcy-
cles—especially his Harley, which he owned
with pride and enthusiasm. To him, riding

was freedom, adventure, and joy
all wrapped into one.

He had two daughters that he
adored and the wonderful families
they had made for themselves and
he delighted in his grandchildren.

Mr. Robinson is survived by his
daughters,  Courtney  Joyce
Thompson and Mitchell, and
Candace Lois Byrum and Jeffery;
grandchildren, Jasmine Byrum,
Mason Pierce, Coby Byrum, Sadie Pierce and
Grayson Thompson; cousins, C] Robinson
and Terry Bevill, and numerous other
cousins, nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
siblings, Miller Wayne Robinson, Wendell
Ray Robinson and Larry Robert Robinson.

Pansy Ruth Clopton
1943-2026

With deep love and
reverence, the family of Pansy
Ruth Clopton shares that she
entered into the presence of
her Lord and Savior on
March 22, 2026, at the age of
82. While her passing leaves a
profound void in the hearts of
those who loved her, there is
comfort in knowing she has
been called home, reunited
with her loved ones in glory,
and welcomed into the eternal peace
she so faithfully believed in.

Pansy was born on July 9, 1943, to
Aaron “Booster” and Lillie “Maxine”
Gilbreath. She was the only daughter
and the eldest of three children. Pansy
graduated from Yantis High School in

lives, supporting them and
celebrating every accomplish-
ment, no matter the distance.
Whether cheering them on at
events or caring for them in
everyday moments, Nene’s
love never wavered. She often
expressed her devotion in
simple, meaningful ways -
through cherished traditions
like making homemade pick-
les and baking her strawberry
and chocolate cakes for those she held
dear. Her love for family was evident in
all that she did, and she will be greatly
missed by those who knew her best.
Pansy was preceded in death by her
parents, Booster and Maxine Gilbreath,
as well as her husband of 57 years, Bob

With abiding faith and the
comfort of God’s grace, the
family of James Robert “Bob”
Clopton, 87, announces his
passing after an extended
illness on March 20, 2026.
Though he will be deeply
missed, there is no doubt Bob
is in the presence of our Lord
and resting in eternal peace,
made whole and renewed.

Bob Clopton was born on
August 20, 1938, to Rickie and Julia
Clopton. He was the youngest of four
children. He graduated from Palmetto
High School in Palmetto, Louisiana.
Bob earned his bachelor's degree from
Howard Payne University and his
master’s degree from East Texas State
University, both in the field of
education. Bob served as a teacher,
coach, principal, superintendent, and
mentor throughout multiple Texas
communities, dedicating his life to
shaping both the minds and character
of future generations. He was known for
his ability to cultivate lasting relation-
ships and for the genuine care he
showed to every student, colleague, and
family he encountered. Following
retirement from education, Bob served
on the People’s Telephone Cooperative
and Yantis Federal Credit Union Boards
of Directors. Grounded in unwavering
faith, Bob led with integrity, humility,
and purpose, leaving a legacy of service
and love.

Bob married Pansy Ruth Gilbreath
on November 23, 1968. Their marriage
was blessed with two sons, Kevin and
Kell. The couple committed themselves
to their family, traveling near and far to
support their boys in every season of
life. The couple resided in numerous
small towns in Texas throughout their
marriage, but ultimately retired in

Yantis, Texas. They were
faithful members of First
Baptist Church of Yantis,
where Bob served many years
as a worship leader and in the
youth ministry.

Affectionately referred to
as “Bop” by his grandchildren
and great-grandchild, they
were, without question, his
greatest joy. Bop cherished
every moment spent with his
children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchild — loving them deeply,
celebrating their accomplishments, and
speaking of them with immense pride.
He was often seen proudly wearing the
colors and logos of his grandchildren’s
teams — a visible testament to his
steadfast support and the delight he
found in their journeys and achieve-
ments.

Bob was preceded in death by his
parents, Rickie and Julia Clopton, his
older brothers, Young and Dave Clop-
ton, and his beloved son, Kell Clopton.
He is survived by his wife of 57 years,
Pansy Clopton and their devoted son
and daughters-in-law, Kevin and Leigh
Clopton of Gunter, Texas, and Faith
Clopton of Kaufman, Texas, along with
their adored grandchildren, Bryce
Clopton (wife, Abby, and daughter,
Presley) of Van Alstyne, Texas, Braiden
Clopton of Fort Worth, Texas and
Addison, Averie and Andi Clopton of
Kaufman, Texas. Bob is also survived by
his sister, Lorena Clopton Stockman of
Houston, Texas, and in-laws, Keith and
Sharon Gilbreath of Yantis, Texas, and
Tony and Kathy Gilbreath of Quitman,
Texas. Additionally, Bob was cherished
by many nieces and nephews, former
colleagues and students, friends, and
church members who were like family,
all of whom will miss him dearly.

Paid obituary

1961. She married her devoted hus-
band, James Robert “Bob” Clopton, on
November 23, 1968. Together, they
were blessed with two sons, Kevin and
Kell, who were the pride and joy of their
lives. Pansy and Bob were deeply
committed parents, faithfully showing
up for every milestone and moment, no
matter the distance. Over the years,
their journey took them through several
Texas towns before ultimately settling
into retirement in Yantis, Texas. They
were faithful members of First Baptist
Church of Yantis.

Pansy was employed by the Texas
Department of Health and Human
Services, advancing through various
positions throughout her tenure, ulti-
mately retiring as a quality control
specialist for the Food Stamp Program.
She was considered a mentor to fellow
colleagues, upholding the values of
compassion and integrity. Following
retirement, she embraced her most
cherished role as “Nene” to her adored
grandchildren, Bryce, Braiden, Addison,
Averie, and Andi Clopton, and
great-grandchild, Presley Clopton. She
was incredibly grateful to be part of their

Clopton, and beloved son, Kell Clopton.
She is survived by her devoted son and
daughters-in-law, Kevin and Leigh
Clopton of Gunter, Texas, and Faith
Clopton of Kaufman, Texas, along with
grandchildren, Bryce Clopton (wife,
Abby, and daughter, Presley) of Van
Alstyne, Texas, Braiden Clopton of Fort
Worth, Texas, and Addison, Averie,
and Andi Clopton of Kaufman, Texas.
Pansy is also survived by two brothers,
Keith Gilbreath (wife, Sharon) of
Yantis, Texas, and Tony Gilbreath
(wife, Kathy) of Quitman, Texas.
Additionally, she leaves behind numer-
ous nieces, nephews, church family, and
friends who will forever cherish her
memory.

Services to honor Pansy will be held
on March 26, 2026, at 11 a.m. at First
Baptist Church of Yantis, 100 Church
St, Yantis, Texas. The family will
welcome visitors one hour before the
service, beginning at 10 a.m. Interment
will follow at Rock Hill Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to the youth ministry
at First Baptist Church of Yantis, P.O.
Box 207, Yantis, TX 75497.

Paid obituary
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Believers’ Baptist Church

SAVVY SENIORS

By Linda Brendle
Strive to enter through the narrow door.
For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and

will not be able.

Pastor Jason Rolen returned to the pulpit
this Sunday with a sermon from Luke called
“The Entrance to the Kingdom.” God’s
greatest miracle is the saving of our souls.
How do we live? Only through God’s infinite
mercy, wisdom, and power. The most urgent
things are repentance and faith.

Coming Events:

Every Sunday until Easter, 4:00 p.m.,

Easter Choir rehearsal

Every Sunday in March,

Luke 13:24

Service

Prospective Members’ Class
March 29, immediately after church,
Youth Paintball or Crafts
March 29, 6:00 p.m. — Members’ Meeting
April 3, 6:00 p.m. — Good Friday Service
April 5, 10:30 a.m. — Resurrection Sunday

Student Ministry Connect Weekend,
April 10-12 at Friendship Baptist Church,

Dear Savvy Senior,

What can cause dizziness in
older adults? I have dizzy spells
from tme to
time but I'm
not sure what
causes it or

what I should

Conway, Arkansas. $45 per person. See do about ir.
Pastor Jerod Haygood for information. --Dizzy
The Asking for a Friend Podcast Episode Donna
#245 is titled “Systematic Theology, JIM MILLER D
Mankind and Sin.” Find the link at Savuy Senior Donnae ar

www.bbcemory.org.

9:30 am. —

Whether it’s a moment of
lightheadedness or  the
room-whirling sensation of

Emory Methodist Church

vertigo, dizziness can be very
unsettling. As many as 30

By Mary White
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you, before you were born, I set you apart; I
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

Rev. David Banks continued his series
Shaped by the Word: with his message titled
“Shaped For Purpose” with scripture text
taken from Jeremiah. The Word of the Lord
came to Jeremiah and he asked why he was
there. The Lord replied “Before I formed you
in the womb I knew you and set you apart.”
The potter does not shape clay aimlessly.
Every vessel is made for a purpose. What are
we being shaped for? What is our calling?
God has prepared a path for us; He is shaping
us into the image of His Son and we are

shaped for His glory.

We go to the Emory Health & Rehab
Qutreach this Thursday to fellowship with
our friends in the center. We so enjoy
singing and talking with them.

The Methodist Women will have their
annual plant sale Saturday, April 11, from
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 12,
from 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. We will have lots
of wonderful plants so come and join us in
the fellowship hall.

Birthday wishes go to Nancy Krantz.

Pray for Loyetta Skeen, Daniel Frost, Jack
Earp, Richard Kraft, Dylan Steven, Cayden
Holcomb, Chance Stone, Linda Wheatley,
David Jackson, Billy Morris, David Metzner
and Kathy Kuba.

Have a wonderful week.

Jeremiah 1:4

percent of people older than
60 experience dizziness at
some point, about 50 percent
after age 85.

This unpleasant sensation
only rarely signifies a serious
medical condition. But it can
knock you off balance, lead-
ing to falls and injuries.
That’s why anytime you feel
dizzy, you should lower
yourself to a safe, seated
position. Here’s a brief run-
down of what typically
causes dizziness and what
you can do to fix it.

What Causes

Dizziness

One of the most common

The Ascension

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord,
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to
them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father
has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.

causes of dizziness and ver-
tigo in older adults is benign
paroxysmal positional ver-
tigo (BPPV). This occurs
when tiny crystals in the
inner ear, which play a role
in balance, become dis-
lodged. BPPV is more likely
as we get older because wear
and tear can cause the

Acts 1:6-9 (ESV)

WEST OAKS

FUNERAL HOME

Texas state agricultural
officials are sounding alarms
over an increase in unso-
licited seed deliveries from
China. Since January 1,
2026, residents have
reported receiving packages
containing unknown seeds,
with the Texas Department
of Agriculture (TDA) col-
lecting 126 bags within the
first two weeks of the year
alone. This follows over
1,100 similar bags collected
throughout the previous
year.

TDA Commissioner Sid
Miller emphasized the

crystals to shift out of place.

The resulting dizziness is
generally  triggered by
changes in head position.
People with BPPV often
complain that the room spins
when they roll over in bed,
get into or out of bed, tip
their head back, bend over,
or make other quick head
movements. These episodes
usually last only a minute or
two, but they may happen
intermittently over a period
of time.

A drop in blood pressure
may also cause dizziness,
even fainting, especially
when changing position from
sitting or lying down to
standing. This so-called pos-
tural hypotension is often
the result of problems with
blood pressure medication.

If this is something that
occurs on a regular basis, you
need to be evaluated by your
doctor. Certain sedatives,
antidepressants, cough and
cold medicines, and antibi-
otics can lead to dizziness,
too.

Dehydration may be
another culprit in postural
hypotension. Staying

hydrated is extremely impor-
tant for balance, blood pres-
sure, and general well-being.
Declines in vision and
hearing (including ear infec-
tions and impacted earwax)
may also affect your balance.

When to Call a

Doctor

Occasional dizziness that
lasts only for a few seconds is
probably no cause for worry,
but you should still let your

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Texans Report Surge in Mystery
Seeds Mailed From China

ranches, natural resources,
and food supply,” Miller
warned.

The first such warnings
were issued in February
2025, stemming from a
report by a Clute resident
who received a package with
seeds identified as Nelumbo
nucifera, or sacred lotus.
Although not listed as a
noxious weed federally, the
plant is considered invasive
in many areas, including
Wisconsin.

Residents are advised not
to open or plant the seeds
but instead report the unso-

What Causes Dizziness and How to Fix It

doctor know. If it persists for
several minutes or more or
keeps happening, call your
doctor right away.

Sudden dizziness or loss of
balance, along with facial
drooping, trouble speaking,
nausea, and vision or hearing
disturbances can signal a
stroke. If this happens call
911.

Treatment for
Dizziness

If your doctor thinks you
have BPPV, they can teach
you the Epley maneuver,
where you turn your head
and body in ways that move
ear crystals back into place.

For medication related
dizziness, your doctor can
change your medication or
dosage to reduce the side
effects.

For persistent problems,
your doctor can check for
infections, balance disorders,
and more serious issues, such
as tumors, congestive heart
failure, an irregular heart
thythm, and conditions like
Parkinson’s disease.

If none are found, your
doctor may recommend
vestibular rehab, which may
help with dizziness, vertigo,
and balance problems. Anxi-
ety and depression can also
cause dizziness in some
people. Treating this may
ease your lightheadedness.

Send your senior questions to:
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443,
Norman, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org.  Jim Miller is a

contributor to the NBC Today show
and author of “The Savvy Senior”

book.

tion for these packages.
Similar reports have
emerged from other states
like New Mexico and
Alabama, raising questions
about whether Texas is being
disproportionately targeted.
Miller urged vigilance, stat-
ing, “We can’t take any
chances that might jeopar-

dize our producers, the
environment, or food secu-
rity.”

This recent uptick echoes
a trend from five years prior
when many across the U.S.
received unsolicited seeds,
which were later linked to a

Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

Everyone welcome!

potential danger these seeds licited packages. The TDAis global ~ “brushing scam”
pose, suggesting they could collaborating with federal aimed at boosting retail
be invasive species or harbor agencies to trace the origins product ratings. Residents
o i pests and diseases detrimen- of these seeds. Miller noted are encouraged to report
At West Oaks Funeral Home, the premier funeral home of Sulphur tal to Texas's crops and concerns regarding a resi- suspicious mail to prevent
Sprines hiective i reate 4 meanineful cere . celebratine a life livestock. “One invasive dent in Frisco, Texas, who any potential ecological
prings, our objective 15 to create a meamngiul ceremony celebrating a hile species, pest, or pathogen had their address fraudu- harm.
lived and hﬁrm]'ing the memory of your loved one, could devastate Texas farms, lently used as a return loca-
*» Pre-Planning * Cremations
* Funerals * Monuments ADVERTISING WORKS
903-885-0787  www.westoaksfuneralhome.com 003-473-2653
Additionally, if vou have a pre-need with another funerval home, we will be glad to honer it [00%.
MIRACLE FAITH Pilgrims Rest ]
EN @ RY | | sarrist church | | Baprist Church Point
METHODISTCHURCH (Independent) 1140 FM 2964, Emory Church_of
We All Matter To God 820 SH 276 « Emory Christ
- Sunday School 9:00 a.m. Sunday School......9:45 a.m. Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
° DZS%a"I’I;gaEaSI}ks Worship Service 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship..11:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
One Block from the Square Wed. Night Youth  5:30 p.m. Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m. g}; ?lg%;ms)?r};lige ggg p'g}l'
l ' ‘ C 0 , y Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Wed. Night Service  6:30 p.m. “Reaching Out Because We Care” : - b

Pastor: Robert Burns Il

903-473-2411 » EmoryMC.org Church: 903-473-3238

Pastor Keith Prather

www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett

Hwys 515 & 779
2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

Baptist Clanch
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday Schooal ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce
903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795 @ﬁy@;

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

472 = = Sunday School 9:45a.m.

9034735116 %"!.5@? Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

e SundayEvening  6:30 p.m.

Visit stiohnemory.org for Wednesday Night ~ 7:00 p.m.
Mass times. nursery available

From Brookshires, go east
1.2 miles. Turn right onto
FM 2795

HWY. 275, 3 miles south
of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. « P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ~ 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
emorychurchofchrist.org

FIRST
* BAPTIST
CHURCH

e Point, TX

9:45 a.m. ........ Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220

www.fbcpoint.com

|

PN
M

Sunday

Sunday Morning

Small Groups 9:15am
Morning Worship 10:30am
Evening Worship 6:30 pm

ORY

@B APTISTHEEEIEXTD
Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor

Chris Henderson—Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education

On The Square
Corner Of North & Planters
Downtown Emory

903-473-3357
emorybaptist.org

Wednesday
Wed. Worship 6:30pm
(Adults, Youth, Children)

Choir Practice 6:30pm

0
Believers' =22

o
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School ......... 9:15a.m.  Adult Bible Study ..... 6:30 p.m.
MorningWorship .... 10:30 a.m.  Student Ministry ...... 6:30 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen — Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

Pastor Rudy
and CJ Bond

Clarks Chapel Church of God

Our Mission and Vision is to help connect people toJesus

Come worship with us
Sundays - 10:45 am
Wednesdays - 7:00 pm

6345 FM-47 Point TX
http://clarkschapelcog.org/
|© http://www.facebook.com/clarkschapelcogemorytx
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5:00 P.M. TUESDAY

Classitied

The
Good
Thrift/Clothes  store
will be open Saturdays
in March from 8 am -
noon. Clothes sale is
open Mon.-Wed., 8
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- noon on Thurs.

HOOTEN'’S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our wide
selection of RV Parts
and Accessories. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-

473-8788.

RENT/
LEASE

RENTAL HOMES
AVAILABLE
in Emory. $1,350/mth
& $1,200/mth. Call
903-474-4007.

Rains

County
Samaritan

RENT/LEASE

EAGLE INN
APARTMENTS
2-BR $726/mth. No
deposit!  Apply at

eagleinnapartments.
com.

Emory Self Storage,
Hwy. 69S, 410 E.
Lennon. Now offering
climate-controlled
units. 903-474-9150,
903-348-5459.

LAKE
Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001. Steel/metal
bldgs., & home remod-
eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

MCKENZIE
WORKS.

ROHRAL REPAIR
Welding, machining —
all metals. Tractor
repair & Equipment
upgrades, mechanical,
electrical, broken
bolts, etc. Small jobs
are welcome! 903-

HOOTEN’S HARD-

WARE, LLC
Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs available
on site. Hwy. 69N in
Emory. 903-473-
8788.

DODSON AND SONS
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more.
903-259-8541. For
plumbing needs call
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

G&G GRAVEL.
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett
903-268-6910.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

Guzman Lawn Service
469-865-0662, 469-
644-4645, text, leave
message or call after
3:30 p.m. Fully
insured. Free esti-
mates.

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE
Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates.

All

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

HOOTEN'’S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree trimming &

removal, retaining
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094.

903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

Get your fence rows
spring ready now. The
roots of vegetation are
more accessible for
removal limiting future
regrowth with minimal
impact on wildlife
habitat. Affordable
pricing, Marvin 903-
348-4399, text
please.

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured,
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize
in high risk removals.
Trimming, Removals,
Stumps.

HOOTEN’'S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC.

Tree trimming/re-

U AT 595 W, Lennon Dr.

5 903-473-2950

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER
SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
question.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

BUY IT! SELL IT! FIND IT!

PUBLIC NOTICE

Rains County is accepting Re-
quest for Proposal (sealed) re-
garding the position of Sub-
Contractor to act as a consul-
tant on real estate, subdivision,
and zoning regulations; and has
the necessary expertise and
qualification to provide consult-
ing services in these areas.

Due Date: Monday, April 13,
2026 by 10:00 am (Delivered in
a sealed envelope marked
“Zoning & Regulations.”)

Address:

Office of the County Judge
167 E. Quitman Street
Emory, Texas 75440

You must agree to Sub-Con-
tractor Agreement and its terms
and conditions. Please go to the

Emory, Texas 75440

903-473-3657

L.L. Spencer Real Estate

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959
Don R. Spencer Owner/Broker

903-473-2225
Judy Moody - 214-536-3214
LLSpencerRealEstate.com

FOREIGN

TRANSMISSION

DOMESTIC

Overhauls » Clutches

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
= Sealed Jobs - Filter & Fluid Changes

B YT 201 Mo Curion « S03:356-4900-+ Mon-Fr 510520 e el

oG ok,

RMP 38867
jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

* New Construction
* Repairs
* Remodel

Jonathan Christian

903-513-0063

SAND,

%

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

DRIVEWAYS
HOUSE PADS -+ LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS
AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

Over 20 Years' Experience
4450 FM 315, Emory,, TX 75440

ROCK & GRAVEL

—

(903) 473-3899
Installer’s License 1 & License 2

] 203 903-521-8506, free oval, Credit, cards, I , .
e B e s | omton || ot bt o
= Visit us online: I‘;’ég;:{;;g%nés, Scope of Work and associated
wEE Boati rainscountyleader.com W ca ) - terms and conditions of the
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SR I gfg%ﬁzqt:fmg}g,y:f; A News? Advertising? Subscription’
Ins‘tallaﬂ ased on experience. °
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RAINS LADY CAT SOFTBALL & WILDCAT BASEBALL

Medals hard to win at Avon Rice, Lady Cats finish second

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Rains High School hosted
the annual Avon Rice Relays
in Wildcat Stadium on
Thursday, March19, and the
Rains Lady Cat track team
finished second.

The meet hosted 18 teams
from the surrounding area
with the Lady Cats finishing
two points behind Van’s 88
for the varsity girls title.

The Rains Wildcats var-
sity team finished the meet
in ninth place with Edge-
wood winning the team title.

The JV boys team finished
in first place, while the JV
girls finished in fifth place.

Kinzey Woods won gold
medals in shot put and discus
for the Lady Cats with
throws of 35-7" and 119'-
4.5", respectively.

Harper Jones finished
with a silver medal in the
800M run, and Ali Chastain
collected a bronze medal in
the Triple Jump event.

The Lady Cat 4x200M
Relay team of Jaycee Phillips,
Amie Patterson, Hava Hyatt
and Chastain finished with a

RAINS LADY CAT SOFTBALL & WILDCAT BASEBALL

Lady Cats extend winning
streak Wildcats get first

Senior Gage Cook (5) bringing the heat to the Mustang batter during the 3-2 district win
over the Chisum Mustangs on Friday, March 20, at Rains High School baseball field.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat
softball team extended their
winning streak to six and
stayed undefeated in District
12-3A, while the Rains
Wildcats finished up and
down for the week.

The Lady Cats hosted the
Lone Oak Lady Buffaloes in
district play on Friday,
March 20.

They scored early and late
in the game to secure a 14-4
victory over the Lady Buf-
faloes.

On the baseball diamond
that same night, the Wild-
cats notched their first dis-
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bronze medal.

The Lady Cat 4X100M
Relay and mile relay teams
were fourth at the meet,
while the thrower relay team
came in third.

Other Lady Cats showing
out included Avery Dempsey
finishing fifth in the 800M
run and Lillian Moczygemba
placing fifth in the mile and
two-mile runs.

With the only medal for
the varsity boys, Taisean
Shields won the gold medal
in the Long Jump with a
jump of 21'-6".

As for the Wildcat relay
teams, the 4x100M Relay
was seventh, the 4x200M
Relay finished fifth, the mile
relay came in seventh and
the thrower relay placed
fifth.

Andrew Roach was fourth
in 300M hurdles and sixth in
the 110M hurdles, while
Kenneth Griffith placed
sixth in the 400M dash and
Long Jump events. Kade
Sustaire finished sixth in the
800M run.

The district track meet is
scheduled for April 8-9 in
Winnsboro.

trict win by holding off the
Chisum Mustangs for a 3-2
win.

The Lady Cats and Wild-
cats traveled to Pattonville
on Tuesday, March 24, for
district games against the
Prairiland Lady Patriots and
Patriots.

The Lady Cats stifled the
Lady Patriots as Peyton
Bryant struck out 10 and hit
a homer in the 14-1 district
win.

The Wildcats struggled to
get runs across the plate and
were shut out by the Patriots,
10-0, on the baseball field.

The Lady Cats are 4-0 in
District 12-3A and 8-4-1 for
the season. The Wildcats fall

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Amie Patterson receives the baton from Hava Wildcat Kade Sustaire holds off Bobcat and Buffalo
Hyatt during the 4x100M relay at the Avon Rice Relays. runners during the 800M run on Thursday, March 19.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcat Andrew Roach getting into the groove as he clears another hurdle in the 110M
hurdle race on Thursday, March 19, at the Avon Rice Relays at Wildcat Stadium.
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Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

to O-1 in district and 3-13 for
the season.

The Lady Cats will look to
stay undefeated in district
play as they travel to Winns-
boro on Friday, March 27,
for a big game against the
Lady Raiders.

The Waildcats host the
Prairiland Patriots on Friday,
March 27, as they wrap up
their weekly series.

On Tuesday, March 31,
the Lady Cats and Wildcats
will host the Mount Vernon
Tigers and Lady Tigers. The
girls game starts at 6:00 p.m.
on the softball field, while
the boys start at 7:00 p.m. on
the baseball field.
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7 Heavy-duty frames ¥ Commercial-grade engines

Smooth, powerful perfermance (¥ Multiple deck sizes available
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Stop by today to see for yourself!

The pitch is tipped over the glove of senior Lady Cat Presley Kilgore for a fouled ball
during the victory over the Lone Oak Lady Buffaloes, 14-4, on Friday, March 20.

HOOTEN'S HARDWARE

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

HWY. 69 N. - 903-473-8788 - HOOTENSTEEL NET




