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Rain Report
No rain recorded this week.
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By TREY HILL
Rains County Leader staff

Law enforcement officers from the 
Point Police Department, aided by the 
Rains County Constable’s Office, exe-
cuted multiple arrest warrants on the 
morning of Thursday, February 26, re-
sulting in the apprehension of two indi-
viduals.

Dustin Briggs, formerly the mayor of 
Point, and Tasha Wilk, City of Point 
Court Clerk, were taken into custody 
during the operation. Briggs is facing se-
rious charges including breach of com-
puter security related to a government-
owned computer (a state felony), along-
side three misdemeanor charges: official 
oppression, public servant property in-
terest, and public official conflict of in-

terest. Wilk has been charged with the 
same state felony of breaching computer 
security.

Both individuals were booked into the 
Rains County Jail and subsequently ar-
raigned before Magistrate Abby Bounds.

Due to the ongoing nature of the in-
vestigation, the Point Police Depart-
ment has indicated that no further infor-
mation will be released at this time.

Briggs resigned from his position dur-
ing a special session of the city council 
on July 16, 2025. In his resignation let-
ter, he stated he had acted in the best in-
terest of the City of Point and lamented, 
“In return, my character and integrity 
have been attacked by both appointed 
and elected officials, causing an unstable 
environment to continue to work 
within.”

Republican candidates Brent 
Hilliard, Lori Northcutt, and Toni In-
gram emerged victorious in their re-
spective races during Tuesday's primary 
voting in Rains County, while Jim Jones 
and Eric Christian will head to a runoff 
for the Commissioner Precinct 2 seat.

Hilliard secured 1,305 votes, defeat-
ing Jay Ford, who garnered 1,092 votes, 
to claim the Republican nomination for 
Rains County Judge. In a competitive 
race for Commissioner Precinct 4, 
Northcutt received 293 votes, with 
Dennis Wagner and Dustin Briggs trail-
ing with 134 and 96 votes, respectively.

Ingram led the contest for Rains 
County Justice of the Peace with 1,524 
votes against William Douglas, who re-
ceived 709 votes.

The Republican primary for Com-

missioner Precinct 2 saw a tight race, 
with Jones receiving 169 votes and 
Christian close behind with 153 votes. 
Bill McBride garnered 145 votes, Pat 
O’Donnell received 123 votes, and 
John Michael Hill finished with 40 
votes.

Laura Pate ran unopposed for Dis-
trict Clerk, receiving 2,062 votes, while 
Mandy Sawyer and Nicole York also 
ran uncontested for County Clerk and 
Tax Assessor-Collector, winning 2,006 
and 1,990 votes, respectively. Maria 
Cook was unopposed for County Trea-
surer, earning 2,002 votes.

Among the national and state of-
fices, Rains County Republican voters 
supported Ken Paxton with 45.24 per-

RAINS COUNTY

Commissioners discuss green energy projects, regulations
By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commissioners 
Court held a regular meeting on Thurs-
day, February 26, to discuss green en-
ergy projects and how the county can 
regulate them.

During the meeting, the court heard 
from the owners of the Barrett Solar 
project on Hwy. 69 North. A represen-

tative stated to the court that overdue 
tax payments were an oversight and that 
the payments were being taken care of 
immediately. 

They noted that there had been some 
miscommunication on tax payments 
with the land owners, but it was all 
straightened out.

Commissioners asked about missing 
documents that were to have been pro-
vided to the county concerning the 

plant's operation and compliance. The 
project representative stated that the 
updated documents would be provided 
and other missing documents that 
weren’t required until the project is op-
erational, would be provided as soon as 
possible.

Questions on the project’s compo-
nents and panels were addressed and 
the court took no action on the agenda 
item.

Commissioners considered a tax 
abatement request from Majewski Stor-
age, LLC on construction of a battery 
storage project in Rains County. They 
were informed that the representative 
had pulled the application as they didn’t 
need the tax abatement. The court de-
nied the abatement request.

The commissioners court discussed 

POINT

Point Police Department 
conducts arrest operation

ELECTION 2026

Hilliard, Northcutt, Ingram win party 
nominations; Jones, Christian head to Runoff

POINT

Six candidates set for Point City 
Council election in May

RAINS ISD

Board adopts calendar for next 
year, school starts August 4

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Six candidates have officially signed 
up to run in the May 2 election for 
three seats on the Point City Council.

Candidates for Place 1 on the coun-
cil are Lisa Catherine Briggs and Dou-
glas House. The seat was previously 
held by Donna Jones.

George Judge and Susan Lacy have 
filed to run for Place 2. Ray Lacy had 
held the seat until he resigned.

Douglas Vines and Joseph Sterner 

are vying to replace Kim Edwards as 
Place 4 on the council.

Mayor Angela Nelson, Council-
woman for Place 3 Tammy Hooten and 
Councilwoman for Place 5 Becky 
Decker remain on the city council.

The Point City Council has not been 
able to establish a quorum to conduct 
business since December of 2025 after 
the resignation of three council mem-
bers, Jones, Lacy and Edwards.

Heather Rollins was reported to have 

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains ISD Board of Trustees 
adopted the school calendar for 2026-
2027 school year, heard the annual aca-
demic performance report and ap-
proved submission of staff development 
waiver during the meeting on Monday, 
March 2.

During the meeting, the board was 
presented with a recommendation for 
the school calendar for the coming 
school year. The proposed calendar 

would have Rains ISD begin classes on 
August 4, 2026 and hold graduation on 
May 28, 2027.

The earlier start date would allow 
the removal of several Fridays that the 
schools would need to be open. The 
board was informed that attendance on 
the Fridays when the school was re-
quired to be open was around 80-per-
cent.

The proposed calendar for the 2026-
2027 school year for Rains ISD was 

State Semifinalists!

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

The Rains Lady Cats’ received bronze medals following a loss to Shallowater in the Class 3-A, Div. I State Semifinals on Tuesday night, March 3, in Abilene. The Lady Cats are, in the 
front from l-r, Coach Macy Bult, Taytum Osornio, Kamara Ragsdale, Peyton Bryant, Shaylee Stracener, Izzy Aldaco, Isabella Marrone and Torri Forbes In the back, Coach CJ Cannon, 
Jaycee Phillips, Presley “PK” Kilgore, Annie Piechota, Caroline Piles, Arianna Philson, Kenzy Thompson, Lily Mocgyzemba, Leslie Moseley, and Head Coach Colton Smith.

see ELECTION on page 2

see COURT on page 2

see POINT on page 2see RISD on page 2



NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday 
in the building behind the 
public library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m. 
Hours for Thursday are 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will 
be open every Saturday in 
February from 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Funds go to buy food 
for the needy and to operate 
the center.

American Legion 
Breakfast Mar. 14

Rabb Brothers Memorial 
American Legion Post #156 
will hold a breakfast buffet 

on Saturday, March 14, from 
7:00-10:00 a.m. at the Post 
home at 215 N. Duffy St. in 
Emory. Takeouts are offered. 
Payment is by donation, 
which goes towards the 
upkeep of the home and for 
veterans’ projects.

Alba-Golden All 
Class Reunion

A reunion for all classes of 
the Alba-Golden school will 
be held on Saturday, March 
7, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., at the Alba-Golden 
School Cafeteria. Bring a 
covered dish. For more 
information call Marcella 
Cross at 903-440-5302, or 
Vickie Riggle at 903-539-
4672. Contact your class-
mates and let them know.

March 8 is International 
Women’s Day, a time to 
celebrate women’s strength 

a n d 
resilience.

It’s also a 
moment to 
talk about 
r e a l - l i f e 
chal lenges 
women face, 
such as the 
g r o w i n g 

trend of divorce after age 50, 
often called “gray divorce.”

While the changes sur-
rounding divorce can feel 
overwhelming, they can also 
offer a chance to create a life 
that better reflects your 
individual dreams and val-
ues.

However, you may experi-
ence drops in income and 
living standards. So, building 
financial confidence is 
important.

If you’re navigating a gray 
divorce, here are steps to 
help you feel more in con-
trol:

Find a financial advisor 
who listens and respects your 
voice.

Get clear on your finances 
– know your income, 
expenses and assets.

Create a plan for today’s 
needs, short-term goals and 
retirement.

Build an emergency fund 
of three to six months of 
expenses, even if it takes 
time.

Review your estate plan 
with an attorney.

Gray divorce can be a new 
chapter. The future is yours 
to shape, and it can be bright 
and fulfilling.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

International Women’s Day: 
Thriving after gray divorce

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor
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At War with Weeds

“Weeds are nature’s graf-
fiti”

J. L. W. Brooks

Now that spring is here, 
homeowners everywhere are 

again called 
to the front 
lines in the 
never-end-
ing war on 
weeds. 
In the days 
b e f o r e 
Roundup the 
weed wars 
were espe-
cially hard 

(as you probably know 
Roundup is that glyphosate-
based herbicide classified as 
“possibly” carcinogenic and 
linked to cases of non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma with 
legal actions pending nation-
wide). In years past, people 
mowed, cut, and pulled 
weeds by hand. And we still 
do today. As a young boy I 
remember watching my dad 
hoe weeds almost non-stop 
through the spring and sum-
mer months to keep our 
small place clear and clean. 
Things got a bit easier with a 
labor-saving weed eater 
some years later, but weed 
control was still a challenge. 
One of my very first jobs as a 
teenager was hoeing weeds 
for our neighbor, Mr. Parlee. 
With a good sharp hoe and 
Mason jar full of cold water, 
I earned two dollars an hour 
fighting weeds in his giant 
one-acre vegetable garden 
every afternoon.

In our continuing effort to 
reduce the burden of manual 
labor, humans have gained 
some serious ground in the 
weed wars with the above-
mentioned herbicide 
Roundup. Though many 
would argue that Roundup 
and other weed killers are 
necessary, the reported 
health and environmental 
concerns are troubling. And 
while Roundup is probably 
needed if you are raising 
6,000 acres of soybeans in 
South Texas, ordinary 
homeowners with pets and 
small children might make 
do with something safer.

While I have used 
Roundup around our house 
in the past, I have been on 
the hunt for a safer alterna-
tive for some time now. And 
I think I have found it. I call 
it a weed-killing wonder
spray. And it really does 
work.

My weed-killing learning 
curve began a few years ago 

when I needed to control the 
weeds popping up in a gravel 
covered strip that lines our 
driveway. One afternoon 
while prowling the isles of 
our local Home Depot, I 
stumbled upon a commercial 
organic weed spray. I forget 
the actual name of the 
product – something like 
Uncle Wally’s Natural Dead 
Weed Tea. Pictured on the 
label was a hand drawn 
image of a ponytailed Uncle 
Wally spraying his garden 
with this happy hippie herbal 
weed tea. Excited that this 
concoction might prove a 
good substitute for Roundup, 
I bought a bottle. It was 
expensive.

When I used Uncle 
Wally’s Weed Tea the next 
day, it almost worked. I may 
not have followed the direc-
tions completely. I think the 
label suggested re-applica-
tion every half hour. After 
spraying, I think it just made 
the weeds angry. There was 
some serious wilting, but 
after a few days the weeds 
seemed to grow back with a 
vengeance. 

Thinking I might be able 
to make my own improved 
version of Uncle Wally’s 
Weed Tea, I began some 
research. On YouTube there 
are thousands of gardeners 
schooling the world with 
lessons on how to make 
non-toxic weed killer. I 
watched a number of these 
and was inspired. The basic 
recipe celebrated by all was a 
combination of vinegar, dish 
soap, and salt. Mix it well, 
spray your weeds, and you’re 
done. Confidently I trudged 
off to Walmart, bought a 
gallon jug of white vinegar, 
some salt, and a mega-sized 
bottle of Dawn dish soap. At 
home I mixed these ingredi-
ents well, sprayed my obnox-
ious weeds, and waited. 
After a few days, I saw some 
results. The small leafy 
weeds died, but the low 
creeping weeds were rela-
tively unbothered. And the 
big and sturdy ugly weeds 
didn’t even flinch. They 
remained standing tall, like 
defiant middle fingers gestur-
ing to me from my yard. I was 
again disappointed.

Just recently, as I noticed 
a new crop of weeds birthed 
among the rocks next to our 
driveway, I was again 
inspired to fight. Scouring 
the internet for more weed 
killing info, I finally discov-
ered my problem, the missing 
link that I had overlooked. It 

was the potency of my 
vinegar.

The weed killer recipes 
that I’d found online only 
said to use vinegar, so I had 
purchased standard house-
hold vinegar with 5 percent 
acidity. For weed control you 
need to use industrial 
strength vinegar with an 
acidity of 20-30 percent. 
This stronger vinegar is 
potent and will smoke weeds 
in their tracks (watch the 
overspray, it will burn your 
skin and take the paint off 
your car). This industrial 
vinegar was the weed killing 
liquid that I needed.

With this new knowledge 
in hand, I mixed up a batch 
of weed killing brew and 
tried again. I mixed full 
strength 30 percent acidity 
vinegar (bought at Home 
Depot) with Dawn dish soap 
(the soap acts as a surfactant 
allowing vinegar to spread 
and cover weeds better), and 
salt. Basic recipe is one 
gallon vinegar, two table-
spoons Dawn, and one cup 
salt – ballpark measure-
ments, these can vary. Pour 
into small sprayer, shake well 
and spray. When I used my 
revised recipe, our weeds 
were almost vaporized. The 
brew killed them fast (best to 
use on a sunny day with no 
rain in the forecast).

If you decide to try this for 
yourself, keep the following 
in mind. This potent vinegar 
is an acid, so keep out of your 
eyes (wear eye protection), 
avoid breathing fumes if 
possible, and wash off imme-
diately if you get it on your 
skin (vinegar will sting your 
skin like a scorpion). And if 
spraying near where you 
might want plants to grow in 
the future, omit the salt. 
Don’t be like the Romans 
salting the fields of Carthage. 
Salt will inhibit future plant 
growth, so keep away from 
flower beds and vegetable 
gardens. The vinegar will kill 
the weeds without the salt, 
so okay to use only vinegar 
and Dawn in sensitive areas 
where you will plant later.

Good luck in the weed 
wars this year…

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. Described 
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a 
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and 
accomplished feral hog trapper. He 
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors, 
and is good with dogs and children. 
He is the father of three, and lives 
with his wife in Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2026 Jody Dyer
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CITY GIRL
Cats and puppies

By Linda Brendle

People often ask where I 
get ideas for my columns. 
There are many answers, but 
most of the ideas are from 
things I see, hear, read or 

exper ience 
in the course 
of daily life. 
Most of the 
ideas end up 
on the cut-
ting room 
floor, so to 
speak, for 
various rea-
sons. I may 

forget them before I get to 
my computer, I may not be 
able to come up with a 
“hook” for the story, or there 
may just be too many ideas 
and too few columns. Some-
times, even if an idea makes 
it past all the roadblocks, 
there’s just not enough to say 
about it to fill a column. 
Then there are the rare 
occasions when several 
“short stories” present them-
selves at the same time, and 
I write a potpourri column. 
Two of those events hap-
pened on Friday.

The first involved Sun-
shine. Like most of Rains 
County, our neighborhood 
has a large stray feline 
population. One friend feeds 
sixteen cats every day. Now, 
I like cats, but not that 
much! They are messy, noisy 
and smelly – and at our age, 
they can be a trip hazard.

However, I made an 
exception for Sunshine, and 
I don’t mind if she invites a 
friend or two to spend the 

night when it’s cold. It’s also 
okay if she wants to share her 
water, but mealtime is a 
different story. Once a stray 
cat gets something to eat, 
they want to move right in, 
bringing with them all the 
issues mentioned above. In 
addition, Sunshine is a 
rather small cat, and she’s 
not aggressive, so some of 
the interlopers want to eat 
more than their share. I 
discourage their visits with 
my presence on the porch 
while she eats, and I rein-
force my authority with a 
spray bottle filled with water 
along with my drill-sergeant 
voice.

Sunshine spends a lot of 
time in the carrier I put out 
on the porch for her during 
the cold weather. The inside 
is padded with old towels, 
and the top is insulated with 
a plastic-wrapped blanket for 
a little extra warmth. Some-
how, she has managed to 
angle it toward the house so 
the entrance is somewhat 
protected. Friday around 
lunchtime I found her hud-
dled in her bed with two of 
the local bullies lying on 
either side of her, watching 
and plotting mischief. I 
stepped out on the porch in 
mama-bear mode, and the 
two intruders headed for the 
hills – or under the shed. I 
turned to go back in the 
house, and there was Sun-
shine, safely watching the 
excitement from inside the 
storm door. She’s quick!

The second incident 
involved our group of friends 

that for years has met on 
Friday night for food, fellow-
ship, prayer, and sometimes 
Bible study. This week we 
decided to take a break from 
potluck, and we met at one 
of the Chinese buffets in 
Sulphur Springs. Stella 
called ahead to reserve a 
table large enough to accom-
modate all of us, and they 
put us in the party room off 
to the side. 

We had a great time 
talking, laughing, and eating 
too much. As we were get-
ting ready to go, the waitress 
brought fortune cookies. We 
had to educate Kent and 
Stella on the proper way to 
distribute them – they didn’t 
know it’s bad luck for a 
person not to choose his own 
cookie. Then, we took turns 
breaking open our cookies 
and reading the fortunes 
aloud. Most of them were 
the usual boring generalities. 
Then, it was Susan’s turn. 
She struggled to read the fine 
print in the dim light, so she 
handed hers to Bill. “You will 
experience feelings of 
warmth and care in the near 
future,” he read. As he 
handed the slip of paper back 
to Susan with a loving look 
in his eyes, her face bright-
ened, and she cracked us up 
as she exclaimed, “I’m get-
ting a puppy!” She’s pretty 
quick, too!

Linda Brendle writes a weekly 
column for Believers’ Baptist 
Church. She is a published author 
and also writes about caregiving, 
faith, and family on her blog at http:/
/ w w w . L i f e A f t e r C a r e g i v i n g .
WordPress.com. You can e-mail her 
at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader

correspondent

by Bartee Haile
Before he boarded the PT 

boat on Mar. 10, 1942 that 
would carry him to Aus-
tralia, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur told the highest 

r a n k i n g 
Texas Aggie 
on Corregi-
dor to “keep 
the flag fly-
ing.”

C o l . 
George F. 
Moore was 
still a larger-
than-life fig-

ure, when he returned to 
College Station nearly three 
decades after receiving his 
diploma and commission in 
1908. The two-season letter-
man in football earned the 
nickname “Old Maud” with 
a mule-like kick said to have 
sent a pigskin spiraling over 
the spires atop a three-story 
structure.

While congress was 
kick-starting conscription 
and National Guard units 
were being activated in the 
fall of 1940, Moore got his 
orders for a third tour of the 
Philippines. From the Corps 
of Cadets, the A&M com-
mandant handpicked 25 
graduating Aggies to accom-
pany him.

Moore arrived at Corregi-
dor in January 1941 with the 
new rank of brigadier gen-
eral, making him “the first 
graduate of Texas A&M to 
reach flag officer rank in the 
Regular Army” according to 
Henry C. Dethloff in Texas 
Aggies Go to War. As the 
man responsible for turning 
1,735 acres in the middle of 
Manila Bay into an impreg-
nable fortress, he had his 
work cut out for him.

Three weeks after the 
unforgettable “day of 
infamy” at Pearl Harbor, the 
Japanese launched their 
attack on the Bataan Penin-
sula and Corregidor. The 
same military planners, who 
regarded “The Rock” as the 
epicenter of the U.S. pres-
ence in the Pacific, knew all 
too well that help would be a 
long time coming for any-
body stuck on Corregidor.

Promoted to major gen-
eral with expanded authority 
to strengthen “The Rock,” 

Moore welcomed 
MacArthur to Corregidor on 
Christmas Eve. The com-
mander of all U.S. forces in 
the Philippines, his family 
and staff joined 11,000 
Americans and Filipinos in a 
bomb-proof burrow.

Over 30 years, the Mal-
inta tunnel complex had 
been dug out of solid rock. 
More than a quarter mile 
long and 35 feet wide with a 
20-foot ceiling and two 
dozen offshoots, the cata-
comb contained a 300-bed 
hospital, ammunition and 
supply depots, sleeping quar-
ters and a motor pool.

With their conquest of 
the Pacific almost complete, 
the Japanese turned their 
attention to Bataan and 
Corregidor in February 1942. 
Days of incessant bombing 
made electricity and drink-
ing water increasingly pre-
cious commodities.

On Feb. 21, the day after 
the president of the Philip-
pines went into wartime 
exile, FDR told Gen. 
MacArthur the time had 
come for him to get out too. 
He put off obeying the 
presidential order for two 
weeks until at last leaving in 
the dead of night.

Maj. Gen. Jonathan M. 
Wainwright took 
MacArthur’s place and 
moved his headquarters from 
Bataan to Corregidor. The 
siege dragged on for another 
month exhausting the 
shrinking stockpiles of food, 
munitions and medicine as 
well as the troops, who took 
sick in mounting numbers 
due to their weakened con-
dition.

The U.S. field comman-
der on the peninsula finally 
faced the futility of further 
fighting and offered his 
unconditional surrender on 
Apr. 9. Enough American 
soldiers fled to the fly-speck 
island to double the popula-
tion of “The Rock,” but the 
rest joined thousands of 
other prisoners on the infa-
mous Bataan Death March, 
one of the worst atrocities of 
the Second World War.

As Apr. 21 (San Jacinto 
Day and the date of the 
annual Aggie “muster”) 
approached, Major Tom 

Dooley (class of 1935) had 
an idea. A&M alumni on 
Corregidor could collectively 
celebrate Texas indepen-
dence and reminisce about 
their beloved alma mater, as 
they did every year, and a 
wire-service reporter would 
include their names in an 
article written just for the 
occasion.

That way the folks back 
home at least would know 
they were still alive.

Dooley, MacArthur’s 
aide-de-camp and a former 
yell leader at A&M, could 
not have imagined the posi-
tive impact of his plan on 
stateside morale, which was 
in bad need of a boost. In a 
glowing profile of Gen. 
Moore, the Dallas Morning 
News proudly predicted, 
“The Japs will play hell 
rooting old Maud out of 
Corregidor.”

But it was only a matter of 
time until the enemy did 
precisely that. The Japanese 
subjected The Rock to an 
unprecedented pounding on 
May 5 with one 500-pound 
artillery shell striking the 
crater-covered island every 
five seconds for five hellish 
hours.

The Japanese troops that 
landed on Corregidor at 
midnight were met by deter-
mined defenders personally 
led by the Aggie general, 
George Moore. The Ameri-
cans and their brave Filipino 
allies fought like demons in 
ferocious combat that was 
often hand-to-hand, but 
sheer numbers slowly drove 
them back to the tunnel 
entrance.

Eight hundred American 
soldiers gave their lives that 
last bloody morning on Cor-
regidor before Wainwright 
and Moore decided more 
sacrifice would serve no 
purpose. After all weapons 
larger than handguns and 
classified documents were 
destroyed, they formally 
capitulated and submitted to 
a nightmarish captivity that 
lasted the rest of the war.

Contact Bartee Haile at 

barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 

P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 

77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Aggies Muster Before the end on Corregidor

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist



Sheriff’s Report
4 March 5, 2026

The Rains County Sher-
iff’s Office took the following 
reports of activity during the 
week of February 23 - March 

1:

Arrests

2 - 2 3 :
Scott Allen 
Jacobs. Pos-
session of a 
c o n t r o l l e d 
s u b s t a n c e 
PG 1/1-B 
less than 1 

gr. warrant, bond, released to 
Hopkins Co. .

2-23: Mariah Lynn King. 
Assault causing bodily injury 
family member, criminal mis-
chief, $12,500 bond.

2-24: Arthur James Seals. 
Possession of marijuana 2 oz. 
or less, $1,000 bond.

2-25: Dale Kimble. Driv-
ing while intoxicated 2nd., 
$10,000 bond.

2-27: Courtnee Brazell. 
Assault causing bodily injury 
to family member, $10,000 
bond.

2-28: Aubrey Layne 
Stone. Driving while intoxi-
cated, $2,500 bond. 

3-1: Gerald Christopher 
Barbour. Assault causing 
bodily injury to family mem-
ber. 

3-1: Cameron Elizabeth 
Fleskes. Assault causing 
bodily injury to family mem-
ber, $8,500 bond.

3-1: David Michael 
Mathis. Assault causing 
bodily injury, $7,500 bond. 

Calls

2-23: FM 514 Medical 
assist; PR 5501 Medical 
assist; Doris Briggs Pkwy. 
Welfare concern; Sheriff’s 
Office (SO) lobby Meet 
complainant; Hwy. 69 Reck-
less driving; CR 3330 Found 
property; S Texas St. Medi-
cal assist; SO lobby Meet 
complainant; SO lobby Meet 
complainant; CR 1411 Med-
ical assist; SO lobby Meet 
complainant; Hwy. 276 
Assist motorist; PR 7423 
Medical assist; SO lobby 
Meet complainant; CR 3333 
Grass fire; PR 7119 Medical 
assist; E Lennon Dr. Acci-
dent; Industrial Blvd. Busi-
ness alarm; SO lobby War-
rant service; 2-Mile bridge 

Accident; Sunset Cove 
Grass fire; Vintage Shores 
Controlled burn; FM 515 
business alarm; Hwy. 276 at 
CR 1410 Agency assist. 

2-24: Hwy. 69 Point 
Accident; SO lobby Warrant 
service; Hwy. 276 at CR 
3299 Debris in the roadway; 
N Texas St. Accident; CR 
1280 Vehicle fire; FM 515 
Agency assist; CR 4455 
Animal welfare concern; CR 
4254 Welfare concern; FM 
2795 Disorderly conduct; 
FM 2324 Business alarm; 
Hwy. 69 at FM 3299 Welfare 
concern; PR 3845 Agency 
assist; Planters St. Suspicious 
person; E Lennon Dr. Aban-
doned vehicle; Hwy. 276 at 
county line Reckless driver; 
Hwy. 69 Accident; Briggs 
Blvd. Warrant service; 
Industrial Blvd. Business 
alarm; SO lobby Warrant 
service; W Lennon Dr. Sus-
picious person; Wood St. 
Scam; CR 3330 Extra patrol.

2-25: Quitman St. Escort; 
Quitman St. Public assist; 
CR 1402 Welfare concern; 
Duffy St. City ordinance 
violation; W Lennon Dr. 
Fraud; FM 2737 Livestock 
on roadway; Ave. A Point 
Medical assist; Duffy St. 
Domestic disturbance; 
Locust St. Pedestrian stoop; 
CR 3410 Medical assist; W 
Lennon Dr. Follow up inves-
tigation; Hwy. 69 Follow up 
investigation; CR 4510 Sus-
picious person; S Texas St. 
Noise complaint; Elaine St. 
Welfare concern; Tawakoni 
Dr. Medical assist; CR 3150 
Animal at large; SO lobby 
Meet complainant.

2-26: E Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious person; Ave. C 
Warrant service; CR 1480 
Livestock on the roadway; 
Hwy. 69 east of Point 
Investigation; CR 1411 
Medical assist; CR 1155 
Shooting; Harbor View 
Medical assist; Hwy. 19 at 
Hwy. 276 Motorist assist; SO 
lobby Meet complainant; CR 
2300 Livestock on the road-
way; CR 1540 Medical assist; 
CR 1460 Medical assist; 
Dunbar Ln. Animal at large; 
Clark Dr. Suspicious vehicle; 
CR 1520 Medical assist; SO 
lobby Meet complainant; 
Meadow View Ln. Public 
assist; Hwy. 69 Public assist; 

CR 3060 Controlled burn; N 
Locust St. Pedestrian stop; 
Hwy. 19N Medical assist; 
1st. St. Emory Public Assist; 
CR 4455 Animal welfare 
concern; Tawakoni Tr. 
Noise complaint; SO lobby 
Meet complainant; Brazil 
Bay Welfare concern; FM 
514 Medical assist.

2-27: FM 515 Medical 
assist; Hwy. 19 Suspicious 
vehicle; Hwy. 19 Reckless 
driver; CR 1274 Reposses-
sion; PR 6181 Medical assist; 
CR 4269 Controlled burn; N 
Locust St. Public assist; E 
Lennon Dr. Meet com-
plainant; FM 779 Follow up 
investigation; CR 1460 Men-
tal subject; CR 3374 Crimi-
nal trespass; Hwy. 19N 
Reckless driver; W North St. 
Fraud; CR 2210 Smoke 
investigation; FM 514 Public 
assist; W Lennon Dr. Acci-
dent; W Quitman St. Meet 
complainant; W Lennon Dr. 
Accident; N Locust St. Meet 
complainant; FM 514 Medi-
cal assist; CR 1530 Grass 
fire; W Lennon Dr. Suspi-
cious person; FM 515 Theft; 
Skyline Dr. Noise complaint; 
CR 1534 Disturbance; Hwy. 
19S Noise complaint; CR 
2341 Suspicious vehicle; PR 
5450 Medical assist; Ravine 
St. Trespassing; Hwy. 19S 
Noise complaint; FM 513 
Armed subject; FM 2737 
Livestock on the roadway. 

2-28: FM 2324 Medical 
assist; FM 2737 Livestock on 
the roadway; Hwy. 276 
Reckless driving; CR 4250 
Livestock on the roadway; 
SO lobby Meet complainant; 
CR 3202 Medical assist; S 
1st St. Theft; FM 515 
Agency assist; Hwy. 19 at 
Hwy. 69 Animal welfare 
concern; Hwy. 276 Suspi-
cious activity; CR 3317 
Terroristic threats; FM 515 
Reckless driving; Honey-
suckle Ln. Medical assist; 
FM 2946 Livestock on road-
way; Hwy. 69E Reckless 
driver; Hwy. 276 at CR 1410 
Motorist assist; W Lennon 
Dr. Suspicious person; CR 
1691 Medical assist; FM 
2946 Medical assist; CR 
1460 Noise complaint; Ave. 
E Point Noise complaint; 
Meadowview Ln. Controlled 
burn; FM 515 Medical assist; 
CR 2130 Noise complaint; 

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Texans urged to heed travel warnings about Mexico

Texans planning to travel 
to Mexico or currently visit-
ing there are urged to closely 
follow warnings from the 

U.S. Depart-
ment of 
State, which 
advises U.S. 
citizens to 
not travel to 
the states of 
C o l i m a , 
G u e r r e r o , 
Michoacan, 
Sinaloa and 

Tamaulipas. Travelers to 
other states in Mexico are 
urged to either reconsider or 
at least exercise increased 
caution. This comes after 
violence broke out in Jalisco 
following the death of a 
cartel leader in a gunfight 
with Mexican authorities.

Gov. Greg Abbott has 
directed the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety to 
increase security along the 
border region. 

“Mexican drug cartels 
pose a significant threat to 
public safety and national 
security,” Abbott said. “By 
increasing proactive efforts 
to defend against cartel 
violence, Texas will con-
tinue to utilize every tool and 
strategy to protect our state 
and our nation. We will not 
cower to criminals who 
impose terror on our fellow 
Texans and Americans.”

Texans in need of imme-
diate assistance can call the 
U.S. Department of State 
(from outside the U.S: 1-
202-501-4444; from inside 
the U.S.: 1-888-407-4747) 
or the Texas Fusion Center 
(1-844-927-0521).

Patrick seeks to block 
Camp Mystic’s 

reopening

Texas should not renew 
the license for Camp Mystic 
this summer until necessary 
changes are made to ensure 
more lives aren’t lost in a 
flood, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
wrote in a letter to the state 
health commissioner, 
according to the Texas 
Standard. 

“It would be naive to 
allow Camp Mystic to return 
to normal operations before 
all of the facts are known,” 
Patrick wrote to Department 
of State Health Services 
Commissioner Jennifer Shu-
ford. “Camp Mystic should 
have decided on their own to 
suspend operations this com-
ing summer, but it appears 
they are planning for camp in 
2026 and will likely be 
seeking your approval to 
operate with a renewed 
license.”

Flooding last July 4 killed 
25 campers, two counselors 

and the camp’s executive 
director.

Parents of some of the 
campers who died have sued 
Shuford and other DSHS 
officials, claiming the state 
failed to follow Texas law 
when licensing the camp 
without ensuring it had 
adequate evacuation plans. 
In the months following the 
flood, Camp Mystic has 
announced plans to reopen 
its Cypress Lake property, 
which it says is independent 
from the older Guadalupe 
River location where the 
girls died.

Wildfires popping up 
across the state

Dry conditions and brisk 
winds are fueling a rise in 
wildfires across the state. 
The Texas A&M Forest 
Service reported that fore-
cast rain could lessen the 
wildfire risk in early March.

As of Sunday, the service 
reported two active wildfires: 
one in Orange County, in 
Southeast Texas, and the 
other in Schleicher County, 
in Central Texas. Most of 
the wildfires reported last 
week and now contained 
were in East Texas. Burn 
bans are in place in 184 of 
the state’s 254 counties.

Education board 
approves 4,200 

curriculum 
corrections

The State Board of Edu-
cation last week approved 
roughly 4,200 corrections 
and revisions to its elemen-
tary and secondary school 
curriculum, The Texas Tri-
bune reported. The cost of 
making the corrections and 
changes has not been deter-
mined, but it will come at 
taxpayer expense, since the 
Texas Education Agency 
developed the materials 
using state funding. A TEA 
official said the agency 
planned to determine the 
costs now that the changes 
and corrections have been 
approved. The vote was 
delayed in January.

The state has been using 
the Bluebonnet Learning 
curriculum since November 
2024. When unveiled, it 
attracted national attention 
for its references to the Bible 
and Christianity.

Approximately 1 in 4 
school districts have indi-
cated that they are using at 
least some portions of the 
reading curriculum, covering 
about 400,000 students. The 
materials come with a $60 
per-student incentive for 
districts.

TEA spokesperson Jake 

Kobersky said not all the 
changes to Bluebonnet are to 
fix errors.

“Some updates are simply 
improvements based on 
teacher feedback,” Kobersky 
said. “Every change and/or 
edit made to the product 
must be submitted individu-
ally for SBOE approval, 
regardless of the nature of 
the change, hence the large 
number.”

New state park open 
after years of delays

The gates to the state’s 
newest park are now open. 
Palo Pinto Mountains State 
Park, located about 75 miles 
west of Fort Worth, consists 
of 4,871 acres of former 
ranchland, according to The 
Dallas Morning News. It 
marks the first time in more 
than 25 years that a new 
state park has opened in 
North Texas. 

“I am proud of the dedica-
tion of our [Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department] team 
but also the unwavering 
support of the Texas Legisla-
ture and the voters of Texas 
that have brought us to this 
moment,” Rodney Franklin, 
director of Texas state parks, 
said in a news release. “State 
park staff stand ready to 
welcome families far and 
wide to begin making memo-
ries at Texas’ newest state 
park.”

The park’s planned open-
ing in 2023 was postponed by 
safety concerns during con-
struction. It has more than 
16 miles of trials, a 90-acre 
lake and both recreational 
vehicle and tent-camping 
sites.

The site was purchased by 
the parks department in 
2011. Funding for its con-
struction came from a com-
bination of legislative appro-
priation, the Sporting Goods 
Sales Tax, federal funding, 
and $10 million in private 
philanthropy.

Four Texas counties 
report measles cases

Measles cases have been 
reported recently in four 
Texas counties: Frio, Ban-
dera, Kendall and Lubbock. 
With five reported cases, 
Bandera had the most, the 
Austin American-Statesman 
reported. Lubbock was the 
center of last year’s outbreak 
when people from surround-
ing counties with measles 
came there for hospital care.

The current outbreak of 
measles has been centered 
around South Carolina. Last 
year, Texas led the nation 
with more than 800 cases, 
mostly in West Texas.

Measles is highly conta-
gious, spread by airborne 
particles. It has a 90 percent 
infection rate among unvac-
cinated people who are 
exposed to someone with 
measles. It can cause people 
to also lose their immune 
protection against other 
diseases.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community 
newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview, 
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and 
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@texas-
press.com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

CR 1430 Fireworks; Blessed 
Way Noise complaint; Heav-
ens Way Noise complaint; 
Hwy. 19S Medical assist; SO 
lobby Special assignment.

3-1: Old Mill Ln. Distur-
bance; CR 3503 Medical 
assist; N Texas St. Medical 
assist; FM 2946 Damaged 
property; Ave. B Emory 
Medical assist; SO lobby 
Meet complainant; SO lobby 
Welfare concern - referred to 
another agency; 2-mile 
bridge Suspicious person; 
Hwy. 276 Disturbance; 
Skyline Dr. Medical assist; 
SO lobby Meet complainant; 
FM 2081 Livestock on road-
way; Quitman St. Medical 
assist; SO lobby Meet com-
plainant; SO lobby Meet 
complainant; FM 47 at CR 
1430 Controlled burn; Hwy. 

69 Emory Pursuit; W North 
St. Medical assist; Club Park 
Ct. Medical assist; SO lobby 
Warrant service; SO lobby 
Criminal trespass; CR 1640 
Theft.

The Sheriff’s Department 
reported 293 calls for the 
week. Among the calls were 
3 criminal trespass, 1 dam-
aged property, 1 debris in 
roadway, 1 disorderly con-
duct, 3 disturbances, domes-
tic disturbance 1, 1 escort, 2 
extra patrol, 1 brush fire, 1 
vehicle fire, 1 fireworks, 3 
follow up investigation, 1 
found property, 2 fraud, 1 
investigation, 8 livestock on 
roadway, 18 meet com-
plainant, 1 mental subject, 
10 noise complaints, 3 grass 
fires, 12 public service, 1 
pursuit, 7 reckless drivers, 1 

repossession, 1 scam, 1 
smoke investigation, 1 spe-
cial assignment, 1 suspicious 
activity, 7 suspicious per-
sons, 3 suspicious vehicle, 1 
terroristic threat, 3 theft, 6 
warrant service, 7 welfare 
concerns, 1 trespassing, 7 
accidents, 5 controlled 
burns, 9 public assist, 1 
shooting, 1 armed subject, 1 
911 hang up call, 2 pedes-
trian stops, 1 abandoned 
vehicle, 5 agency assist, 4 
alarm business, 2 animal at 
large, 3 animal welfare con-
cerns, 3 motorist assists, 1 
city ordinance violation.

There were 97 traffic 
stops, 69 warnings, 17 cita-
tions, 35 medical calls, and 
23 transports. 
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Believers’ Baptist Church
By Linda Brendle

“You hypocrites! You know how to 
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, 
but why do you not know how to interpret 
the present time?”

Luke 12:56
It was a busy week at BBC. Ignite-style 

Olympics were held Wednesday night 
featuring lots of fun and many winners. On 
Saturday, Believers’ hosted a Deep Dive into 
Baptism Seminar.

Following last week’s guest speaker, 
Adam Burrell from HeartCry Missionary 
Society, Pastor Jason Rolen returned to The 
Incomparable Christ series with a sermon 
from Luke titled “Signs of the Times.” The 

text, which highlights Jesus’ roles as Prophet 
and Judge, is divided into three sections and 
he warns of impending judgment and calls 
for repentance from dead works by turning 
to Him where there is no condemnation.

Coming Events:
Every Sunday until Easter, 4:00 p.m., 

Easter Choir rehearsal
Every Sunday in March, 9:30 a.m. – 

Prospective Members’ Class
March 1, Home Group Fellowships
The Asking for a Friend Podcast Episode 

#241 is titled “Systematic Theology, 
Creation.” Find the link at www.bbcemory.
org.

Emory Methodist Church
By Mary White

Jesus answered, “It is written: Man does 
not live by bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.”

Matthew 4:4
The first Sunday of Lent and the Word 

has power over Satan. Rev. David Banks’ 
message titled “Shaped By The Word: 
Shaped in the wilderness” with scripture text 
taken from Matthew. After forty days of 
fasting, Jesus’ need for food was understand-
able. Satan used this need to tempt Jesus. 
We have needs and sometimes we are 
tempted, but the strength Jesus exhibits and 

words He spoke encourages us. That mean if 
we want to be the person God want us to be 
we must let the potter shape us.

We went to Emory Health & Rehab 
Outreach this Thursday at 10:00 a.m.. We 
always enjoy visiting with our friends there. 
Our Methodist Women’s Stew Luncheon 
last Friday was so very good and we 
appreciate all of you all who supported this 
fundraiser for school supplies for our kids. 

Birthday wishes go to Mackenzy Willis. 
Pray for our pastor as he travels to Israel, 

Jimmy Bennett and Cay House.
Have a good week and be kind.

I will give thanks to the Lord with all my whole heart;
I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.

I will be glad and exult in you
I will sing praise to your name, O Most High

Psalms 9:1-2 (ESV)

M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H

We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.

One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 • EmoryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 SH 276 • Emory

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns II
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795
903-473-5116

Visit stjohnemory.org for
Mass times.
From Brookshires, go east 
1.2 miles. Turn right onto 
FM 2795

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. • P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 • 903-459-3219

Daugherty
Baptist Church
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Point, TX

9:45 a.m. …….. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220
www.fbcpoint.com

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

On The Square

Corner Of North & Planters

Downtown Emory

903-473-3357

emorybaptist.org

Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor

Chris Henderson—Minister of Music & Sr. Adults

Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Morning Wed. Worship 6:30pm

Small Groups 9:15am (Adults, Youth, Children)

Morning Worship 10:30am Choir Practice 6:30pm

Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Believers'
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School  ......... 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study  .....  6:30 p.m.

MorningWorship  .... 10:30 a.m. Student Ministry  ......  6:30 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen — Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

Jerry Scott Adair
1964 – 2026

Funeral services for Mr. Jerry 
Scott Adair, 61, of Alba, were held 
on March 3, 2026, at Lake Fork 
Baptist Church, with Pastor Zach 
Tunnell officiating.

Interment followed in Salem 
Cemetery, under the direction of 
Wilson-Bartley Funeral Home, 
Alba. Serving as pallbearers were 
Cameron Adair, Mason Adair, 
Tod Byrd, and Brian Adair.

Mr. Adair died on February 27, 2026, in 
McKinney. He was born on March 25, 1964, 
in Mesquite, to Jerry Don and JoAnn Pope 
Adair.

He lived in Alba most of his life and 
graduated from Alba-Golden High School in 
1982. He worked as a truck driver for many 
years, most notably with JB Hunt.

He cherished the Alba community and 
especially enjoyed visiting around town, 
striking up conversations, and sharing 
laughs with friends and neighbors. His great 

sense of humor and positive spirit 
left a lasting impression on every-
one who knew him.

He loved working out and was 
an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed 
hunting, firearms, and shooting. 
He loved his family deeply. He 
worked hard throughout his life 
and took great pride in providing 
for and spending time with those 
he loved.

Mr. Adair is survived by his mother, 
JoAnn Pope Adair of Alba; two sons, 
Cameron Wayne Adair (Sara Meng) of 
McKinney, and Mason Scott Adair (Victoria 
Rodriguez) of McKinney; brother, Brian 
Adair (Kim) of Quitman; sister, Susan Byrd 
(Tod) of Emory; grandchild, Jaxon Adair; 
the mother of his children, Sandra Fylling of 
McKinney; and numerous other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in death by his father, 
Jerry Don Adair (2007).

Daniel Wilkes Parrish III
1959 – 2026

Daniel Wilkes Parrish III, 67, 
died on February 26, 2026. He was 
born on January 2, 1959, in 
McAllen, to Daniel Parrish Jr. and 
Reta Parrish (Leatherman). 

Mr. Parrish was a dedicated 
environmental engineer and dedi-
cated Eagle Scout. He spent four 
decades of his professional life 
contributing to environmental 
engineering. He was a proud 
alumnus of Lamar University, where he laid 
the foundation for his career.

He married Pam Henricks on April 30, 
2005, at the Scarborough Fair in Waxa-
hachie. They were married for 20 years and 
shared many memorable adventures, includ-
ing traveling in their beloved Model A Ford 
and scuba diving around the world.

Mr. Parrish loved spending time 
outdoors, driving antique cars, 
and connecting with his family 
and friends. He enjoyed working 
on the ranch, grilling a mean 
steak, smoking a brisket on the 
BBQ, and sharing one of his home 
brewed beers. He also enjoyed 
taking care of his cows, playing 
with his tractor and hunting.

He is survived by his loving 
wife, Dr. Pam Henricks; children, Reanna 
Dipaulo and Nick, and Joshua Parrish; 
stepchildren, Jennifer Easton,  and Wayne 
Henricks and Julia; and granddaughter, Lina 
Easton.

He was preceded in death by his son, 
Daniel Parrish IV.

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on February 
25:

Fork: Slow. Normal stain; 
57 degrees; 2.94 feet below 
pool. Water temperature is 
ranging 51-59 degrees.

The morning bass bite is 
slow and improves when the 
temperature warms midday. 
Bladed jigs, lipless crankbaits 
and squarebill crankbaits are 
best in flats with cover close 
by 3-5 feet. Fish are on the 
move to the backs of the 
pockets. Big wood on the 
edge of the channels are 
holding some of the bigger 
fish. Best baits Texas rigs 
with creature baits or Viper 
XP jigs in 5-7 feet. Report by 
Marc Mitchell, Mitchell’s 
Guide Service.

There were some shallow 
crappie before this last cold 
blast pushed them back to 
deeper water. Water temper-
atures were hitting 60 
degrees in shallow areas, but 
the water temperature on 
most of the lake was 
knocked back down to the 

mid to low 50s. Winds have 
also caused some change in 
where the fish suspend in 
10-18 feet. On a very cold 
windy and cloudy day those 
fish were very close if not 
right on the bottom. Then 
with light winds and sun-
shine some fish moved up to 
2-4 feet under the surface. 
The lake is super healthy and 
loaded with crappie and bait. 
We are seeing some big fish 
also being caught that are 
full of eggs, fat and shad. You 
should be able to find fish in 
2-22 feet in all kinds of areas 
and patterns. Shallow fish on 
corks in 1-5 feet. Prespawn 
fish on timber and brush in 
10-22 feet. Lots of black 
crappie still on bridges before 
they make a major move 
shallow. You can catch big 
fish one at a time or load the 
boat with eater sized fish fast. 
No matter the pattern it’s a 
good time to fish if Mother 
Nature plays nice that day. 
Most crappie baits will work 
this time of year if you are 
fishing where they are. 
Report by Jacky Wiggins, 
Jacky Wiggins Guide Ser-
vice.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 60 degrees; 
1.34 feet below pool. The 
hybrid striper and white bass 
bite is good. We were seeing 
big schools of fish on differ-
ent parts of the lake that are 
feeding on huge schools of 
threadfin shad. Swimbaits 
and slabs are working best in 
10-30 feet. The eating size 
catfish bite has been very 
reliable. Small pieces of cut 
bait have been working best 
in shallow water. Trophy 
sized catfish have been feed-
ing well. We are seeing 
consistent catches of 40 
pounds and up on most trips. 
Fresh cut bait in 3-25 feet is 
the ticket. Crappie have 
been decent on the 2 mile 
bridge in 15-20 feet on jigs. 
The largemouth bite has 
been better than average 
over the last two weeks. 
Good numbers of larger fish 
have been caught in shallow 
water on soft plastics. Key 
points here are coves and 
small flats near deep water. 
Report by Captain Michael 
Littlejohn, Lake Tawakoni 
Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

Obituaries
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER 
SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with the manager at the 
office, located on FM 1567, east 
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., 
or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is 
available at the tract of land in 
question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF RAINS

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
TO: UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL 
PROPERTY; RESPONDENT, GREETINGS:
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY 
EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO (DOES) 
NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO ISSUED 
THIS CITATION BY 10:00 AM ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING 
THE EXPIRATION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS FROM AND AFTER 
THE DATE OF ISSUANCE HEREOF, THE SAME BEING THE 3RD 
DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2026, (WHICH IS THE RETURN DAY OF SUCH 
CITATION) A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.
The PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION file by BILLY MIKE COOKE, 
was filed in the 354TH DISTRICT COURT of Rains County, Texas on 
the 3rd day of February, 2026, styled,

CAUSE NO. 12116
BILLY MIKE COOKE

-VS-
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE

 SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY
The real property made the basis of this suit is described as follows:
80 ACRES, WILLIAM GARRETT SURVEY A-103; 1.1 ACRES 
WILLIAM GARRETT SURVEY.
Plaintiff requests “TO ESTABLISH TITLE BY LIMITATIONS OF THE 
SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY, IN FEE SIMPLE ABSOLUTE, INCLUD-
ING ALL OIL, GAS, AND OTHER MINERAL INTEREST IN AND 
UNDER AND THAT MAY BE PRODUCED FROM THE SUBJECT 
REAL PROPERTY.” as is more fully shown by Plaintiff’s Petition on 
file in this suit.
The Court has authority in this suit to enter an order that will be bind-
ing on you.
ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF SAID 
COURT, at office, this 3rd day of February, 2026. 

LAURA PATE, DISTRICT CLERK
 RAINS COUNTY, TEXAS

By: LAURA PATE, DISTRICT CLERK

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN HALL MEETING: DIS-
CUSSION ON RAINS COUNTY 
FORMING OR JOINING A 
CHAPTER 391 REGIONAL 
PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 
RAINS COUNTY, TEXAS OR 
JOINING WITH VAN ZANDT 
COUNTY, TEXAS.
The public is invited to attend a 
town hall meeting hosted by the 
The Rains County Commission-
ers Court to discuss the poten-
tial creation of a Chapter 391 
Regional Planning Commission 
to Rains County or joining Van 
Zandt County’s existing com-
mission. This commission, un-
der Texas Local Government 
Code Chapter 391, aims to en-
hance local coordination with 
state agencies on development, 
infrastructure, and projects 
such as energy initiatives, pro-
moting efficiency and commu-
nity input.
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2026
Time: 6:00 PM CST
Location: Rains County Court-
house, 167 E Quitman St. 
Emory, TX 75440.
The agenda will include back-
ground on Chapter 391 com-
missions, an overview of Van 
Zandt County’s pursuit to create 
a Chapter 391 Regional Plan-
ning Commission, option for 
Rains County, and an open Q&A 
session for public comments. 
All residents and stakeholders 
are encouraged to participate.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN HALL MEETING: DIS-
CUSSION ON RAINS COUNTY 
FORMING OR JOINING A 
CHAPTER 391 REGIONAL 
PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 
RAINS COUNTY, TEXAS OR 
JOINING WITH VAN ZANDT 
COUNTY, TEXAS.
The public is invited to attend a 
town hall meeting hosted by the 
The Rains County Commission-
ers Court to discuss the poten-
tial creation of a Chapter 391 
Regional Planning Commission 
to Rains County or joining Van 
Zandt County’s existing com-
mission. This commission, un-
der Texas Local Government 
Code Chapter 391, aims to en-
hance local coordination with 
state agencies on development, 
infrastructure, and projects 
such as energy initiatives, pro-
moting efficiency and commu-
nity input.
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2026
Time: 10:00 AM CST
Location: Rains County Court-
house, 167 E Quitman St. 
Emory, TX 75440.
The agenda will include back-
ground on Chapter 391 com-
missions, an overview of Van 
Zandt County’s pursuit to create 
a Chapter 391 Regional Plan-
ning Commission, option for 
Rains County, and an open Q&A 
session for public comments. 
All residents and stakeholders 
are encouraged to participate.

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE
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FOR SALE

SALES

The Rains County 
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes store 
will be open Saturdays 
in March from 8 am - 
noon. Clothes sale is 
open Mon.-Wed., 8 
am-12 pm, and 1 
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am 
- noon on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Browse our wide 
selection of RV Parts 
and Accessories. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

HELP WANTED

RAINS ISD NEEDS: 
Custodian/Custodian 
Substitutes, Bus Drivers/
Substitutes, Food Ser-
vice Employee/Substi-
tutes, Child Develop-
ment Center Employee/
Substitutes. Salary 
based on experience. 
$320/month of full-
time employee health 
coverage paid. Apply 
on-line at https://www.
rainsisd.org Equal 
Employment Opportu-
nity.

RENT/
LEASE

RENTAL HOMES 
AVAILABLE

in Emory. $1,350/mth 
& $1,200/mth. Call 
903-474-4007.

EAGLE INN 
APARTMENTS

2-BR $726/mth. No 
deposit! Apply at 
eagleinnapartments.
com.

Private RV lot for Rent 
in Emory. 903-473-
3749.

STORAGE UNITS

Emory Self Storage, 
Hwy. 69S, 410 E. 
Lennon. Now offering 
c l imate-cont ro l l ed 
units. 903-474-
9150, 903-348-
5459.

SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

MCKENZIE LAKE 
WORKS. Building 
boathouses and docks 
since 2001. Steel/metal 
bldgs., & home remod-
eling. www.mcken
zielakeworks.com. 903-
269-6173.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC 

Has all your welding, 
welding repair and 
lumber needs available 
on site. Hwy. 69N in 
Emory. 903-473-
8788.

DODSON AND SONS 
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more. 
903-259-8541. For 
plumbing needs call 
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

G&G GRAVEL. All types 
of gravel, chipped 
asphalt, available for 
spreading, free esti-
mates. Miller Grove. 
Bret Garrett 903-268-
6910.

CONSTRUCTION

ROHRAL REPAIR

Welding, machining – 
all metals. Tractor 
repair & Equipment 
upgrades, mechanical, 
electrical, broken 
bolts, etc. Small jobs 
are welcome! 903- 
474-0899, 430-306- 
4165, Emory, TX.

STORAGE UNITS

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC

Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance, 
sodding, landscaping, 
tree trimming & 
removal, retaining 
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

Get your fence rows 
spring ready now. The 
roots of vegetation are 
more accessible for 
removal limiting future 
regrowth with minimal 
impact on wildlife 
habitat. Affordable 
pricing, Marvin 903-
348-4399, text please.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing, 
hedge trimming, 
weekly/biweekly rates. 
903-521-8506, free 
estimates.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

Guzman Lawn Service 
469-865-0662, 469-
644-4645, text, leave 
message or call after 
3:30 p.m. Fully 
insured. Free esti-
mates.  

TREE SERVICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured, 
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize 
in high risk removals. 
Trimming, Removals, 
Stumps.

TREE SERVICES

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC.
Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards, 
insured. LI0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER 
SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with the manager at the 
office, located on FM 1567, east 
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., 
or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is 
available at the tract of land in 
question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL 

PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

EAST TAWAKONI 
WATER SYSTEM

The City of East Tawakoni 
understands that property is 
sometimes sold with the 
representation that water is 
available to the property from 
the City of East Tawakoni water 
system. Such is not always the 
case, and the City of East 
Tawakoni urges any prospective 
buyer to verify with the City of 
East Tawakoni at 288 Briggs 
Blvd., East Tawakoni, Texas, or 
call 903-447-2444 that water is 
in fact available at the particular 
tract in question. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

CITY OF EMORY WATER 
SYSTEM

The City of Emory understands 
that property is sometimes sold 
with the representation that 
water is available to the 
property from the City of Emory 
water system. Such is not 
always the case, and the City of 
Emory urges any prospective 
buyer to verify with the City of 
Emory at 399 North Texas 
Street, or call 903-473-2465 
that water is in fact available at 
the particular tract in question. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

MILLER GROVE WATER 
SUPPLY CORP.

Miller Grove Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective land 
buyers to verify with the 
manager at our office located at 
14966 FM 1567W in Miller 
Grove or by calling 903-459-
3383 whether or not water 
service is available to the 
property in question.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE CITY 
OF POINT WATER SYSTEM
City of Point Water urges all 
prospective land buyers to verify 
with the water operator or city 
secretary at City of Point at our 
office located at 320 N Locust 
Street Point, TX  75472 or by 
calling 903-598-3296 ext. 220 
whether or not water service is 
available to the property in 
question.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SOUTH RAINS SUD 
WATER SYSTEM

South Rains SUD understands 
that property is sometimes sold 
with the representation that 
water is available to the property 
from South Rains SUD water 
system. Such is not always the 
case, and the South Rains SUD 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with South Rains SUD at 
121 N. Dunbar Lane, Emory, 
Texas, or call 903-473-2122 that 
water is in fact available at the 
particular tract in question.

ADVERTISE
HERE!
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Sports
RAINS LADY CAT BASKETBALL

Lady Cats’ season comes to 
an end as State Semifinalists The woods were just 

beginning to turn the pale 
shades of green that mark 
the early stages of spring. 
Elm and willows were begin-

ning to bud 
and redbud 
trees were 
a l r e a d y 
s h o w i n g 
their spring 
colors. As 
guide Chris 
Webb, Ken-
neth Shep-

herd and I entered the 
canopy of trees adjacent a 
creek above Cedar Creek 
Lake, we left the hustle and 
bustle busy world behind. 
We were only a couple of 
miles away from stores, 
traffic and lots of people, but 
had we been dropped in by 
helicopter, we would have 
thought we were deep in an 
East Texas forest. 

The creek had just a bit of 
current along the straight 
stretches but that was caused 
by wind rather than run off 
from rainfall. It’s been a dry 
winter and the lake below 
the creek is currently over 
three feet low. Luckily the 
creek still has water and just 
the right amount to attract 
spawning crappie! As we 
wound our way along a trail 
Chris had cleared along the 
bank, we spotted several 
white tail buck rubs from the 
fall rutting season and hog 
tracks were everywhere. As 
close as it was to civilization, 
this little fishing utopia has 
remained largely untouched 
by development. Chris has 
access to this private stretch 
of creek and has been 
putting clients on some 
exciting cork and jig fishing 
for several weeks. Kenneth 
and I had been eagerly 
awaiting spending a morning 
with Chris and learning the 
guides technique for catch-
ing creek crappie. We were 
also looking forward to a big 
platter of crispy fried crappie 
fillets if fishing was as good as 
we anticipated. It was-even 
better! 

Fishing under a floater 
(cork) is about as simple as 
fishing gets but keeping that 
cork and jig rig in the water 
and out of overhanging tree 
branches does require a bit of 
casting skill. There were 
plenty of areas where casting 
was easy and without 
obstructions, but each of us 
spotted areas of heavy cover 
where we just knew our baits 
would get nailed as soon as 
they hit the water and some-
times they did. But on a few 
occasions they wound up 

securely wrapped around 
brush instead of in the water, 
but such is creek fishing! Our 
guide is veteran of many 
creek excursions and carried 
a good stock of terminal 
tackle. 

The spawning crappie 
were feeding largely on shad 
about two inches long and 
our white jigs on one eighth 
ounce jig heads perfectly 
mimicked their size and 
color. Technique is impor-
tant whether casting for 
speckled trout on the coast 
or tossing a jig to shallow 
water creek crappie. Upon 
arrival, Chris gave us a 
tutorial on technique. 

The trick was to cast 
toward the opposite bank 
and let the jig remain 
motionless for about fifteen 
seconds. We had the corks 
set only a foot or so above 
the jigs, the creek was only 
two to four feet deep in most 
places. The strike often 
occurs immediately; crappie 
hear the splash of the bait 
and move in to see if a bug 
has fallen into the water or if 
a baitfish broke the surface. 
A few feet out from the 
bank, most creek beds have 
a shelf where the bottom falls 
off into deeper water. This 
shelf is another good spot to 
pause the jig and occasion-
ally give a slight twitch to the 
rod. These shelves often held 
fish and from these areas we 
caught the most fish 
although quite a few came 
from the open water in the 
center of the channel as well. 
In essence, we fished the 
entire cross section of the 
creek from one bank to the 
other. 

As our guide pointed out, 
crappie use the deeper water 
in the center of the creek to 
travel from one spot to 
another in pursuit of bait. 
The drill was to fish one 
creek bend until the bite 
slowed which indicated the 
crappie school had moved 
with the bait. We would 
then move down, usually to 
the next bend of the creek 
where we almost always 
began catfishing fish immedi-
ately. We kept the side-by-
side within walking distance 
and would occasionally go 
back and put our catch on 
ice. Catching creek crappie is 
great fun but so is eating 
them! 

Chris is a firm believer 
that the full moon causes 
spawning fish to move shal-
low into the creeks and he’s 
anticipating the early March 
moon to bring a new wave of 
spawners. It’s hard to imag-

ine catching to be much 
better than what we enjoyed 
but during the last full moon 
it was a strike on almost 
every cast. 

Chris has a few openings 
in his schedule for creek 
fishing which he expects to 
last a few more weeks. If you 
might want to do a little 
creek fishing close to your 
home, the next few weeks 
should be prime time. Ultra-
light spinning rod and reels 
work best and 6-pound test 
line is plenty to handle the 
biggest crappie but light 
enough to break if you snag 
on a tree limb (and chances 
are good you might). 
Threadfin shad were the 
primary bait fish on this trip 
so the two-inch paddle tail 
soft plastics proved to be the 
perfect bait. If you are fishing 
in a creek with both spawn-
ing white bass and crappie, 
downsized Roadrunner jigs 
would do double duty.

When the lion’s share of 
crappie move back into the 
main lake in a few weeks, 
Chris and his clients will be 
concentrating on fishing 
around the lake’s many 
docks, ‘Shooting jigs” under 
the structures into the shady 
areas. The next pattern will 
be fishing submerged brush 
piles-but that’s still a couple 
month’s away fodder for a 
future column. 

Contact guide Chris 
Webb at 903-275-3253. 
Listen to Luke’s weekly 
podcast, “Catfish Radio with 
Luke Clayton and friends 
just about everywhere pod-
casts are found. Email Luke 
through his website www.
catfishradio.org.

LUKE CLAYTON

Creek Crappie

Luke Clayton
Outdoor Columnist

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Senior Lady Cat Kenzy Thompson puts up a three shot before the Lady Leopard can react 
during the 68-45 victory over Liberty-Eylau in the Region 2 finals on Friday, February 27, 
in Mount Pleasant.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat 
varsity basketball team’s 
season ended one game short 
of San Antonio.

The Lady Cats traveled to 
Mount Pleasant on Friday, 
February 27, to take on the 
Liberty-Eylau Lady Leopards 
in the Class 3A Region 2 
finals.

They jumped out early 
and cruised to a 68-45 
victory over the Lady Leop-
ards. Junior Arianna Philson 
led the Lady Cats with 19 
points, while junior Jaycee 
Phillips had 16 points and 
senior Kenzy Thompson 
contributed 11 points in the 
victory.

The Lady Cats made a 
four-hour drive to Abilene 
on Tuesday, March 3, to 
take on the Shallowater 
Lady Fillies in the Class 3A 
State-Semifinals at Abilene 
Christian University.

Rains started the game 
missing early shots, but 
calmed down and built a 
halftime lead of 27-22.

Shallowater turned late 
miscues into a small advan-
tage and held on to eliminate 
the Lady Cats for the second 
time, 56-52.

The Rains Lady Cats 
finish the season with bronze 
medals as the Class 3A State 
Semifinalists with a record of 
34-5.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Junior Lady Cat Jaycee Phillips soars through the Lady 
Fillies defense for a layup during the loss to Shallowater, 
56-52, on Tuesday, March 3, at Abilene Christian University.


