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RAINS ISD

Board affirms right to religious expression

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains ISD Board of Trustees
held a regular meeting on Monday,
February 9, to vote on Texas Senate
Bill 11, affirm the district’s position on
rights to religious expression and au-
thorize the superintendent to hire a
new chief financial officer for the dis-
trict.

During the meeting, the board was
presented with a resolution affirming
the Rights to Religious Expression for
the district.

The resolution affirms “the rights of
students and employees to prayer and
religious expression under existing law
and declaring the district’s intent to
continue current practices regarding
voluntary prayer and bible reading.”

The resolution was unanimously ap-
proved by the school board.

The school board was required to
record a vote on the adoption of poli-
cies stated in Texas Senate Bill 11. The
bill required every district in the state
to record the vote before a March 1
deadline.

With several legal risks identified in

the bill and the previous resolution ap-
proved, the board unanimously voted
against adoption of the policies of SB
11.

The board entered into closed ses-
sion near the end of the meeting for
personnel issues. After nearly an hour,
they returned to open session and
unanimously authorized Superinten-
dent Joe Nicks to hire a new Chief Fi-
nancial Officer for the district.

Assistant Superintendent of Finance
& Operations Mike Hall is stepping

see RISD on page 2
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It's all about family as the Rains Lady Cat seniors celebrate their final home game in Talkington Gym on Tuesday night, February 10.
Seniors Taytum Osornio, Shaylee Stracener, Presley “PK” Kilgore, Kamara Ragsdale, Isabella Marrone, Izzy Aldaco, Kenzy Thompson and

Caroline Piles pose with family before the 73-28 district win over the Prairiland Lady Patriots.

RAINS COUNTY

Meet with Republican, Democratic candidates this week

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

Rains County residents have several
more opportunities to talk with candi-
dates ahead of the March 3 primaries.

A Rains County Candidate forum
will be held on Thursday, February 12,
at 6:00 p.m. in the McClanahan Family
Life Center on the House of Prayer
Campus at 1382 FM 515.

The event is expected to have Re-
publican candidates that would repre-

sent Rains County in the Federal, State
and local levels attend.

Attendees are asked to bring ques-
tions for candidates to get to know
them and better understand their posi-
tions.

On Saturday, February 14, the
Democratic Party of Rains County will
hold a meeting at the Rains County
Public Library with guest speaker, Dan
Barrios. The local meeting begins at
12:30 p.m. followed by a meet-and-
greet by Barrios.

Barrios is seeking the Democratic
nomination for Texas’ 32nd Congres-
sional District. Anthony Bridges is the
other candidate for the nomination in
the March 3 Primary.

Everyone is welcome to attend, hear
from the candidate and join in the dis-
cussion.

Early voting in the March 3 Pri-
maries will begin on Tuesday, February
17, and continue through Friday, Feb-
ruary 27.

ELECTION 2026
Early voting for
March Primaries
begins Monday

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

Early voting in the March 3 primary
election will begin on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17, at the Rains County Election of-
fice in the Rains County Courthouse
Annex at 220 W Quitman St.

Begininging Tuesday, polls will be
open for early voting from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. each weekday through Fri-
day, February 20.

Residents will be able to vote early
over the weekend with the election of-
fice open on Saturday, February 21,
from 7:00 a.m. through 7:00 p.m. and
on Sunday, February 22, from 9:00 a.m.
through 3:00 p.m.

Early voting for Monday, February
23, through Friday, February 27, will be
conducted at the Rains County Elec-
tion office from 7:00 a.m. through 7:00
p.m.

Applications for ballots by mail must
be received no later than the close of
business on Thursday, February 26.

Rains County will see contested

see EARLY on page 2

EMORY

Council
appoints Drown
administrator,
Demps chief

By STAFF REPORTS

Rains County Leader

The Emory City Council met in reg-
ular session Tuesday evening, February
10, in the council chamber at Emory
City Hall. Among the actions taken
were naming Leah Drown the city ad-
ministrator and Cameron Demps the
city’s police chief.

The meeting began with public com-
ments. Marley Barker reported ongoing
dog attacks on his chickens, raising
concerns about loose dog regulations.

In financial updates, insurance costs
have surged nearly 20 percent. The
council approved a $12,527.55 pay-
ment for the city’s water model and ac-
cepted $4,100 in unclaimed property to
support the police department budget.
Ongoing discussions included a poten-
tial up-front payment of $15,000 for the
contracted services with All American
Dog.

see EMORY on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

Dewayne Noble is Rains County Game Warden for TPWD

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Game Warden Dewayne Noble has
served as a Texas Game Warden since
his graduation from Game Warden
Academy in May 2008. He began his ca-
reer in Grey County in 2008 and was re-
assigned to Rains County on May 1,
2021 where his jurisdiction includes
parts of Lake Fork and Lake Tawakoni.
He stands tall in his crisp, clean uniform
and ten-gallon hat projecting an image
of authority and professionalism.

Noble said that he was inspired to go
into law enforcement by his father who
was in the military and later was a De-
partment of Public Safety (DPS) trooper.
In fact, Noble applied to the DPS acad-
emy at the same time he applied to the
Game Warden Academy and when he
had interviews with both departments

on the same day he chose to show up at
the Parks and Wildlife Department.

“Our duties as game wardens are in-
formally known as law enforcement off
the pavement,” said Noble. “My duties
change with seasons. In September I
change from a majority of boating re-
sponsibilities to hunting. Dove season
begins at the beginning of September,
and teal duck season usually starts
around the middle of the month, with
some variety in times. Archery begins in
October and general hunting season
with rifles begins in November, and runs
through part of January. Late in the sea-
son is youth hunting for two weeks dur-
ing which time adults can hunt with
muzzleloaders. Fishing season starts in
March beginning with crappie or blue
catfish. This is when boating increases
and enforcement of its regulations occur
a lot more on weekends and holidays.”

Noble had to earn his bachelor’s de-
gree before applying to become a game
warden. The application process in-
cluded going through an interview, hav-
ing a background investigation, writing
an essay, and having a physical and psy-
chological assessment. He was in the
Game Warden Academy for eight
months learning boating and fishing reg-
ulations, plus he had to learn regulations
that other types of law enforcement offi-
cers study.

“There is a different expectation in
the amount of regulations we are re-
quired to know,” said Noble. “Game
wardens have to live in the county they
are assigned to and become part of the
community so they can help out by being
an extra hand.”

Noble said that his favorite enforce-

see SPOTLIGHT on page 3

Dwayne Noble

Fre3573 Beavae 1

City Girl:

Grass Roots

Jody

Politics

Page 3

Chivalry is
Not Dead...

page 3

Dyer:
Sports
page 10

Wildcat

Rain Report

No rain recorded last week.
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory - Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
P, open meetings

Emory Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6766 or

903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 pm.,
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103
. Housten 5t., Edgewsod, 903-
8%6-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
dth Men., 5:15 p.m., 215 N,
Duffy 5t., Emary, 903-438-6045.
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Sawrday
7-00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DAMNCE - Mon., 7-00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - every
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist
Church

EASTTAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Dakleaf Trail

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 15t and
Jrd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos
Charras in Emory. Call for
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri,
10000 a.m-12:00 p.m., 10830
Fid 514, Emory. 303-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs,,
1:00 p.rn., Meadows Cultural

Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1stThurs., 11:30 a.m., wiwe
lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - Znd Tues., 1-3
p.m. 9483 W FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at

Winnsbora Gun Club, Winnsbora
T, Sue Parrish

903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 5:30 p.m,
Jamie's Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs,, &:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. &9

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
OF RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Mon_,
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB
1st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, #03-269-
Bdds

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

Znd Sat. of each month
9:00am.

Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUE -

15t Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Rains County Library, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon,, &:00 pm.,
Jan., Mar,, May, July, Sep., Nov.,
Emory City Hall

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - ath Mon,, 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr, June, dug., Oct,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. &
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY -
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
~July 31 & Oct. 30, &30 p.m.,
Roma Restaurant, 2450 FM 47

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs,, %:00 a.m.-noon,
03-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN'S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rase Community Center

WOMEN IN MEED, INC. -
& Battered Women's Shelter,
Call 903-455-4412 or
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EASTTAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
Jnd Tues., 7:00 p.m,,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 700 p.m.,
Emory City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues, 6:45 pm,,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rrains Tax Office a1 12:00 p.m,

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS' COURT
2nd & dthThurs,, 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

RAINS 150 5CHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, =30 p.m,,

Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains 150 Administration Building

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

Jrd Monday, 6:30 pm,,

Emary Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon,, Tiees, and Thurs,, 8:00 a,m, -
5:00 p.m, 110 E Marth St
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 9039747231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Opan Mon-Fri. 7 am-4 p.m
903-473-5009 or 5098
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NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday
in the building behind the
public library on Hwy. 69 in
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m.
Hours for Thursday are 8:00
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will
be open every Saturday in
February from 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Funds go to buy food
for the needy and to operate
the center.

Democrat Party To
Meet With Barrios

Sat., Feb. 14

The Democratic Party of
Rains County will hold a
meeting on Saturday, Febru-
ary 14, at 12:30 p.m., at the
Rains  County  Library
located at 150 Doris Briggs
Pkwy. At 1:00 p.m., the
guest speaker will be Demo-
crat candidate for Texas’
32nd Congressional District,
Dan Barrios. The meeting is
open to the public.

American Legion
Breakfast Sat.,

Feb.14

Rabb Brothers Memorial
American Legion Post #156
will hold a breakfast buffet
on Saturday, February 14,
from 7:00-10:00 a.m. at the
Post home at 215 N. Duffy
St. in Emory. Takeouts are
offered. Payment is by dona-
tion, which goes towards the
upkeep of the home and for
veterans’ projects.

Alba Public Library

Celebration Apr. 11

The Alba Public Library
& Museum has changed the
date of the celebration of
their fifteenth year in opera-
tion. The new date of the
celebration will be April 11,
from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Refreshments will be served.
Local student’s research,
essays, recipes, and artistic
creations that provide a
better understanding of what
living in Alba and elsewhere
was like will be on display.
Community members will be
able participate in a 5K
run/walk. More information
will be available at a later
date.

Love languages can help you
enjoy Valentine's Day on a budget

Valentine's Day doesn’t
have to break the bank. The
key is understanding your
partner’s

love lan-
guage.
When you

know what
makes them

= feel valued,
BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones you can cre-
Financial Advisor ate mean-
ingful
moments without over-
spending.

If words of affirmation are
your partner’s love language,
write a heartfelt letter, which
carries immense emotional
value and costs nothing.

For those who treasure
acts of service, cook their
favorite meal or build a
simple budgeting worksheet
that they've been struggling
to create.

For gift lovers, think
thoughtful but not costly,
like one-of-a-kind thrift-
store treasures or fractional
stock shares of a company
they admire.

Those who value quality
time may appreciate a scenic
hike, stargazing or a “future-
fund” jar for a vacation you'll
take together — with an
initial contribution from you.

Finally, if physical touch is
their love language, creating
an at-home spa night or
cuddling under a budget-
friendly blanket is a good
choice.

All told, the best Valen-
tine’s gifts come from the
heart, and smart budgeting
makes them even sweeter.

This content was provided by
Edward Jones for use by Brandon

Roberts, your Edward Jones financial
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

L.L. Spencer Real Estate

“¥Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959
Don R. Spencer Owner/Broker

903-473-2225

Judy Moody -
LLSpencerRealEstate.com

214-536-3214
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CFP

Financial Advisar
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Edward Jones

Member SIPC

Holly Wasson
Financial Advisor
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SUDOKU

The aim of Sudoku Is o complede the enfire grid using the numbars 1-8. Each
number can only be used once n each row, once in each column, and ance in
each of the 3c3 boxes. Visil www.sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help
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down to rake another job,
but will remain to help with
the transition to the new
financial officer.

During the meeting, board
members unanimously
approved a motion to submit
a Missed School Day waiver
to the Texas Educarion
Agency for the days that the
school was closed for the
water issues and the bad
weather days.

They unanmmously adopted a
resolution to pay employees
during the days that the
school  was  unexpectedly
closed. Trustee Robert Burns
abstained from voting on the
resolution as his wife works
for the district as a teacher.
The school board was pre-
sented with an audic of the
district's finances for the
2024-2025 school year. The
auditor stated that the dis-

trict received an “unmaodi-
fied opinion” and had no
problems with TEA compli-
Al

The hoard  unanimously
accepted an audic into the
mecting reconds. They unan-
imaosly approved an
updated library resource for
the school libraries and the
submission of a reacher
certificarion  requirement
waiver to the TEA.

The Wildcat Roar focused
on the Rains Junior High
Schowal.

Trustee Heath Sisk was not
present for the regular meer-
mg.

The next meeting of the
Rains 151 Board of Trustees
is scheduled for Monday,
March 2, ar 830 pomn. i the
Alexander Boardroom in the
Rains [SD Administration
building.

EMORY

Continued from page 1

Infrastructure  updates
included a projected 57,000
for sewer line repaits behind
Yall Come Back, with plans
to jet the lines next Tuesday.
Fronmtier apreed to cover
costs associated with water
loss and damage after one of
their vendors recently dam-
aged city water lines. The
city received a $30,000 grant
from SEA and was encour-
aged to seek further funding
to address needs ar the city's
water plant. Future rasks
include meetings for water
model adjustments, equip-
ment ]'.-l.lrf.']ﬁ,i.u‘:i, .-i'l'lx] }_El.'l:'l.l."r.i-
tOr testing.

Drown announced  the
the city will bepin prepara-
tions for Founders Day,
which will be Sarurday, May
2. Drown said thar Casey
Donahue and Don Lewis
have been booked for the
evenl.

The council authorized
the chief of police to oversee
a teserve oflicer program,
with the chief overseeing
furure decisions regarding
police department vacancies.

Brandon Wall from Wall

Engineering ]w:csunred a

contract for general engi-
neering services, resulting in
the approval of an apree-
ment,

The council then passed
an  ordinance  related o
library and archives o bring
the city in compliance with
state law, and esrablished
bylaws for the Emory City
Cemetery and Forbis Ceme-
tery, including a fee schedule
for both.

After a 45-minute execu-
rive session to discuss leader-
ship positions, the council
appointed Drown as City
Administrator and Cameron
Demps as Chief of Police.
Both had been serving as
interims  and both  unani-
mously approved.

The meeting adjourned at
2:13 pom. Council members
present were | ravis [otts,
Blake Cooper, Lori Honey-
cutt and Jacob Roan, and
Mayor Earl Hill Il presiding.

The next regular meeting
of the Emory City Couneil is
scheduled for Tuesday,
March 10, at 7:00 p.o. in the
council chamber at Emory

Ciry Hall.

EARLY

Continued from page 1

races  for  Rains  County
Judge, Justice of the Peace
and sears on the Rains
County Commissioners
Court in the primary elec-
rioms.

Candidares  for  Rains
County Judge are Brent
Hilliard and Jay Ford.

Hilliard is the current Rains
County Judse and was
appointed by the commis-
stoners court in July of 2025,

The race for Commis-
sioner of Preciner 2 has five
candidates  including  Bill
McBride, Jim Jones, Eric
Christian, John Michael Hill
and Par O'Donnell. Current
Commissioner for Precinee 2,
Mike Willis, chose not o run
for re-election.

Lori Mortheutt is running
for re-election as Commis-
siomer for Precinet 4 and will
face two challengers for the
position, Dustin Briggs and
Dennis Wagner.

The election for Rains
Counry Justice of the Peace
has  Tony  Ingram  and
William Douglas seeking
election to the sear.

Candidates that will be
running unopposed for posi-
tions  include :iuu::m*jw-:nr
Laura Pate for District Clerk
of Rains County, incumbent
Mandy Sawyer for Rains
County Clerk, Maria Cook
for Rains County Treasurer,
Nicole York for Rains
County Tax Accessor/Cal-
lector, Angela Breitkreutz
for Rains County Republican
Chair and Johnnie Aber-
nathy-Hobbs  for  Rains
Counry Democratic Chair.

State and federal level
races for representation of
RBains Counry include the
redrawn 32nd Congressional
District, U5, Senator for
Texas, Governor and Texas
House Districe 3.

The Republican primary
for the 32nd U5 Congres-

sional  District has  Ryan
Binkley, Paul Bondar, Aimee
Carrasco, Darrell Day, Gor-
don Heslop, Monty Mon-
tanez, Abteen Vazin and
Jace Yarbrough wying for the
seat. Democratic candidates
are Anthony Bridges and
Dan Barrios.

Republican candidares for
LIS, Senator of Texas are
incumbent  John  Cornyn,
Anna Bender, Gulrez Khan,
John O, Adefope, Ken Pax-

ton, Sara Canady, _"u"lmil
Bierschwale and  Wesley
Hunt.

Ahmad Hassan, James
Talarico and Jasmine Crock-
ett are the candidates run-
ning in rthe Democraric
Primary for ULS. Senare.

Incumbent Cole Hefner
will seek re-election to Texas
House Dhstrict 5 with chal-
lengers in the Republican
Primary from Dewey Collier.
Hector Garza will tun unop-
posed for the Democraric
nomination o the seat,

In the Republican primary
for Governor of Texas, Bob
Achgill, Mark Geloby, Bon-
nie  Tullos,  Nathaniel
Welch, Pete Chambers,
Arture Espinosa, Kenneth
Hyde,  Ewvelyn  Brooks,
Charles Andrew Crouch and
Stephen Samuelson will look
to unseat incumbent Greg
Abbote,

The Democratic Primary
will have Andrew Whirte,
Angela Villescaz, Bobby
Cole, Carlton Harr, Chris
Bell, Gina Hinojosa, Jose
Navarro Balbuena, Patricia
Abrego and Fach Vance
running for the party’s nomi-
nation for Governor.

The Republican primary
ballor has 1D propositions,
while the Democratic pri-
mary ballor has 13 proposi-
tions for their parties o vore
o1,
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Chivalry

is Not Dead,

It's Just Dormant

“Chivalry is one of the great
civilizing forces, taming men
and introducing social graces
and nuance to what would
otherwise be a brutish social
world.”

Heather
MacDonald

Chivalry,
that testos-
terone-fu-
eled mascu-
line behav-

e ioral art form
JODY DYER that has ben-
Typewriter Weekly  ofited wom-

ankind since
we climbed out of the Dark
Ages seems to have taken a
hit in recent years. No longer
confined to dragon slaying
and knightly combat, in
modern America, the small
and common male courtesies
that men and boys often
practiced in times past have
to some degree fallen out of
favor. What happened to us
men! Opinions vary. As
normal humans, with our
selfish leather-like hearts,
many of us men have just
forgotten how to best behave
towards women. To the men
in my reading audience, I
would say this. For the
benefit of all the women you
may meet (even those
snarling third and fourth
wave feminists who hate
men), consider choosing
chivalry. And be a better
man. Here are the basics...

Holding Doors — When
entering a building with a
lady, hold the door open and
allow her to enter first. This
simple courtesy can and
should be exercised for any-
one, especially the elderly.

Offer the Better Seat —
Never stay seated yourself if
a lady is standing. Offer your
seat to her. If in a situation
where you can offer her a
better or more comfortable
seat, always do so (example -
in the shade out of the sun,
or seat with better view).
The only exception to this
rule involves safety. If in a
public place, like a restau-
rant, you should sit in a
position where you can see
and respond to any potential
threat (example — back to
wall with view of door so you
can see any bad guys enter-
ing).

Tip Your Hat — This may
be too old-school for many
men, but when meeting or
greeting a lady, tip your hat
or cap (lift the brim slightly
or remove altogether) as a

sign of respect. This is espe-
cially important when meet-
ing a woman for the first
time. And, take your hat off
indoors.

Carry Heavy Things — Be
sure to carry heavy things for
women whenever possible.
This includes groceries, bags
at the airport, small children,
etc.

Walk on the Outside of the
Sidewalk — Walking on the
outside of the sidewalk,
putting yourself between
dangers in the street (racing
cars that might jump the
curb) and the woman beside
you has traditionally been a
sign of chivalry. But there
are exceptions to this rule.
Place yourself between your
lady and the most likely
source of danger. If walking
dangerous city streets at
night, perils might lurk in

ark doorways. The street
side might be a safer place for
her. Your job is to be like a
sheepdog, her protector. Pay
attention and keep yourself
between her and any poten-
tial danger.

Upstairs and Downstairs —
When walking upstairs (or
riding an escalator) you walk
behind her. When walking
downstairs, you walk in front
of her. In either case, if she
falls, you can better break
her fall and hopefully catch
her. This is especially impor-
tant if she is wearing high
heels. You in your he-man
work boots or sensible shoes
will be in a better position to
save her and stay on your
feet.

Getting In and Out of Cars
— When entering a car,
open the door for her, wait
till she is settled, and then
close her door. When exiting
a car, open her door and
extend your hand to help her
exit gracefully. Do this for all
women you are transporting.
If your companion is elderly,
you might also help with her
seat belt.

Help with her Coat — If
entering a building with any
coat-wearing females, be
sure to help them off with
their coats when inside.
When leaving, reverse this
process and help them back
into their coats.

Give up Coat if Cold — If
the lady you are with is cold,
offer your coat or jacket. You
are tough and can stand the
cold if needed.

Pull Out Her Chair —
When being seated at a
table, pull out her chair and

help her in. This is a nice
gesture that most women
appreciate.

Ladies Order First
When ordering in a restau-
rant, make sure that the
ladies at your table order
first.

Standing at the Table —
This is one practice that is
more common in formal
settings, and you might use
with discretion. Consider the
time and place. When being
seated, it is good manners to
remain standing until all the
ladies are settled, with men
sitting last. When a woman
gets up to leave the table,
and upon her return, men
typically stand. In informal
settings this is not usually
practiced. And in a situation
where other men are present
and perhaps not able to pop
up and down (example —
elderly men) as the Iadies flit
back and forth to the bath-
room, you might forgo this
one.

No Phone When Socializing
— This may not fall under
the category of accepted
chivalrous behavior, but it
should be included. At the
table, or in any social situa-
tion where you are convers-
ing and interacting with
other living humans, stay off
your phone. Keep your
phone silent and in your
pocket. When you are on
your phone, you are dis-
tracted and not fully present

with those around you.
Phone junkies are not
chivalrous.

See Them Home Safely —
Always consider the safety of
the women vyou interact
with. Whether you are out
with your wife, girlfriend,
your elderly aunt, or women
you've just met, consider
their safety. See them safely
wherever they need to go.
Walk them to their cars, or
to their front doors. Wait
until they are inside safely. If
traveling apart, text or call to
make sure they made it
home safe. Our job as a men
is to maintain a protector
mindset. And chivalry is
simply part of our job
description...

JODY DYER is a columnist,
author, and former teacher. Described
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and
accomplished feral hog trapper. He
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors,
and is good with dogs and children.
He is the father of three, and lives
with his wife in Texas.

typewriterweekly.com

© 2026 Jody Dyer
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President’s Day is Next Monday

Commercial Bank of Texas

In observanece of President’s Day, we will not be open
on Monday, February 16, 2026,

We will reopen for normal business hours on Tuesday,
February 17, 2026,

Remember that our ATMs are available 24 hours a day,
even on holidays and weekends. Have a great holiday
weekend.

CITY GIRL

Grass Roots Politics

By Linda Brendle

I've heard of grassroots
politics most of my life, and I
had a vague idea of what it
was — putting out signs,
addressing flyers, making

_ phone calls,
and in gen-
eral making
a nuisance of
yourself like
the charac-
ters in some
political
comedy
movies.
Google calls
it “a collective, bottom-up
action by ordinary citizens,”
but I had no real idea of what
that looks like in real life.

That’s not really surpris-
ing, since I'm not very politi-
cal. I do my due diligence as
election day approaches — or
at least I do enough research
on the candidates to feel like
I'm not just saying eeny
meeny miny moe in the
voting booth. But that’s as
far as my actual involvement
goes. Then, last week, David
told me we'd been invited to
Robert and Fawncyne’s for a
meet-the-candidates night. I
wasn’t thrilled with the idea,
but they’re good friends —
and they were serving
brownies.

It was a come-and-go
event between 5:00 and 7:00
p.m. We arrived around
5:30, and since we hadn’t
eaten dinner, I was hoping
we would meet and greet
quickly and make an early
exit. But not only the host
and hostess but also many of
the guests, including one of

"

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader
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the three candidates who
had been invited, were good
friends. The conversation
was lively, and by 6:00 p.m.,
just about the time I thought
we’d be making our escape,
things started to get really
good.

Robert introduced each of
the candidates, and asked
them to tell a little about
themselves and what they
were running for. It was
interesting to hear, not polit-
ical rhetoric that sounded
like it came out of a how-to-
get-elected manual, but
ideas and plans about how to
deal with issues that directly
affect residents of Rains
County. They answered real
questions, and sometimes
even admitted that they
didn’t have an immediate
solution. But they laid out
some of their thoughts about
how those solutions could be
reached. Around  7:00,
Robert thanked everyone for
coming, especially the candi-
dates. Then he bid us all
goodnight with a gently
diplomatic version of “you
don’t have to go home, but
you can’t stay here.”

It was a fun and enlight-
ening evening, but I don’t
know that I will become any
more politically active as a
result. Maybe I'll pay more
attention to local campaign
events and make an effort to
support those I know and
respect. Or maybe I'll just
write about it in the hope
that some of my readers
might take more of an
interest. This election would
be an easy place to get your
feet wet. Of all the local

elections, only five are even
contested. Getting to know
the candidates wouldn’t take
a whole lot of effort.

I have been eligible to
vote for almost six decades,
and I'm pretty set in my
ways. I doubt I'll change a
lot, but I did come away from
my first grass roots event
with a new understanding of
what the term really means.
Grass roots politics involves
the things that affect you
right now, right where you
live. And if elections and
politicians are ever going to
make a real difference, it
needs to start here.

When we arrived, the
candidate who is a long-time
friend playfully introduced
himself in his best candidate
manner. We both laughed,
and then I said, “I'm sorry [
can’t help you. You know
we're not in your precinct.”
He replied, “I know. But you
can pray for me.”

I guess if there’s a point to
this ramble, it’s this. You
may not want to be politi-
cally active, but politics is
going to affect your life
anyway. Even if you think
your one vote won't matter,
exercise your right to express
your opinion anyway. Find
out who’s running and what
they stand for; pray for the
candidates, our county, our
state, our nation; and on
March 3, get out and vote.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly
column for Believers’ Baptist
Church. She is a published author
and also writes about caregiving,
faith, and family on her blog at http:/
/www.LifeAfterCaregiving.
WordPress.com. You can e-mail her
at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

SPOTLIGHT

Continued from page 1

ment season is hunting. He
says he is a hunter and can
better understand how mis-
takes can happen.

When asked about one of
the memorable events dur-
ing his career, he described
driving down a road and
spotting a tractor rig going in
circles without a driver. He
then discovered that the
tractor had run over two
men, so he and his partner
got them medical care. The

grandson of one of the
wounded individuals they
helped was influenced by the
good deed and is now a game
warden.

Noble has been married
20 years to wife, Emily, who
is a pediatric physician’s
assistant in Emory. The
couple dated in high school
and college. They have three
children aged 14, 12, and 10
who attend Rains ISD
schools. Two of their chil-

dren love to hunt. Noble says
that hobbies include hunting
and running after children.
He is a member of Believers’
Baptist Church.

Visit us online
RainsCountyLeader.com

community.

| am asking for
you to VOTE for me

True leadership in Rains County isn’'t about bossing people around—yes, it's
not about that at all. It's about getting everyone to work together as one big
team, where people join in because they want to, for the good of our

Coming from my days as an entrepreneur, I've started businesses from
scratch, worried about paying my workers on time when money was tight,
handled tough risks, and kept going to make things succeed in the real
world. That hard work taught me how important it is to bring different people
together—from business, government, and everyday folks—to team up on a
common goal, not because anyone is forced to, but because it helps us all.

That's the kind of helpful, team-first leadership I've brought to Rains County
since | was appointed in July 2025—getting commissioners, neighbors, and
local people on board to rebuild trust and keep our fresh start moving
forward. It means growing our county in a smart way to stay rural and
affordable, keeping taxes steady even when property values go up, and
making sure government is open and clear for everyone.

| love this way of leading because it puts people first, just like in business:
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Sheriff's Report

Rains County Lieader

The Rains County Sher-
iff's Office took the follow-
ing reports of activity during
the week of February 2-8:

Arrests

2-8: Kedrick Shanard
Mackey. Assault causing
bodily injury to family mem-
ber, $50,000
bond.

Calls

2-2: M
515 Extra
patrol; W
Lennon Dr.
Extra patrol;
Hwy. 276
Vehicle in
roadway; PR
7719 Suspicious activity;
Point 3rd St. Medical assist;
W North St. Neighbor
dispute; Calhoun Cove City
ordinance violation; CR
4254 Meet complainant; CR
1450 Repossession; N st St.
Medical assist; CR 3319
Medical assist; CR 1324
Animal at large; FM 2324
Suspicious vehicle; Pecan
Dr. Open door; CR 4480
Public service; North Texas
St. Medical assist; Hwy. 69
Reckless driving; CR 4480
Follow up investigation; CR
3416 Agency assist; E
Lennon Dr. Controlled

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

burn; Hwy. 19 Reckless
driving;

2-3: N Texas St. Medical
assist; CR 4330 Reposses-
sion; CR 3390 Medical
assist; E Lennon Dr. Investi-
gation; FM 3299 Fire alarm;
PR 7702 Welfare concern;
PR 7702 Death; PR 7722
Suspicious vehicle; N 1st
Public assist; W North St.
Meet complainant; South
Dunbar Ln. Medical assist;
CR 1324 Follow up investi-
gation; Hwy. 19 Medical
assist; Hwy. 276 Controlled
burn; S 1Ist St. Medical
assist; S First St. Medical
assist; W Hwy. 69 Fire-grass;
E Lennon Dr. Follow up
investigation; W North St.
Follow up investigation; FM
2946 Aggressive animal;
Lake Shore Ln. Welfare
concern; 2nd/Ave B Live-
stock on roadway; CR 2181
Animal welfare concern;
Hwy. 69 Arrest; Hwy. 515
Reckless driving; Hwy. 19 at
CR 1156 Debris in roadway;
CR 1320 Medical assist; S
Texas St. Criminal trespass;

2-4: CR 4254 Fire -
structure; Fletcher St. Med-
ical assist; Hwy. 69/School
Assist motorist; W North
St. Public service; S Hwy. 69
Abandoned vehicle; Hwy.
276 Livestock on roadway;

TEXAS A&M FOREST SERVICE
Texas A&M Forest Service increases funding to combat oak wilt spread

Cost-share oppor-
tunities offer Texas
landowners criti-
cal resources to
mitigate destruc-
tive disease

As Texas enters the most
critical window for oak wilt
transmission, Texas A&M
Forest Service will offer
funding to assist private
landowners in combating the
spread of the devastating
fungal disease that attacks
trees.

The agency is increasing
its Texas Oak Wilt Cost
Share program to provide
more financial and technical
assistance for oak wilt sup-
pression, including trenching
and removals, just as the

high-risk
begins.

Oak wilt is one of the
most destructive tree dis-
eases in the U.S., killing
millions of trees across
Central Texas. Springtime
represents the period of
highest risk, as sap-feeding
beetles that spread the fun-
gal spores are most active,
and fungal mats full of spores
are more likely to occur.

Funding helps reduce
spread, save trees

The allocated cost-share
funds are designed to
empower landowners to take
proactive measures before
the disease can further dev-
astate local canopies and
diminish property values.

“The health of our oak
trees is a vital component of
the Central Texas landscape

spring  season

E Lennon Dr. Public assist;
W Quitman St. Pedestrian
stop; CR 1490 Controlled
burn; W North St. Follow
up investigation; CR 1605
Medical assist; E Lennon
Dr. Follow up investigation;
E Lennon Dr. Medical
assist; Hwy. 276 at FM 2737
Abandoned vehicle; W
North St. Meet com-
plainant; W North St. Meet
complainant; W FM 2795
Medical assist; E Lennon
Dr. Accident; CR 3200
Public service; Clark Dr.
Problems with a juvenile; E
Lennon Dr. Disturbance;
Hwy. 19 Arrest warrant;
Briggs Blvd. Problems with a
juvenile; S Dunbar Ln.
Medical assist; CR 1640
Welfare concern; W Quit-
man St. Suspicious person;
2-5: Hwy. 69 Livestock
on roadway; CR 3390 Medi-
cal assist; Ravine St. Live-
stock on roadway; CR 1495
Controlled burn; Clark Dr.
Paper service; CR 1307
Public service; Hwy. 69
Welfare concern; W Quit-
man St. Follow up investiga-
tion; FM 275 Medical assist;
FM 275 Livestock on road-
way; FM 47 Welfare con-
cern; Wills Point Public
assist; Egret Cir Welfare
concern; Hwy. 69 Aban-

and economy,” said Demian
Gomez, Texas A&M Forest
Service regional forest health
coordinator. “With the sup-
port of the Texas Oak Wilt
Cost Share program, we are
able to provide assistance to
the private landowners who
steward 95% of our state’s
forests. This funding allows
us to move from reactive
management to a more
proactive stance against the
spread of oak wilt.”

Funding can be used to
offset the costs of physical
containment of the disease
center. This can include the
installation of trenches to
break root-to-root transmis-
sion — up to $5,000, rogueing
or pushing diseased trees
within the boundaries of the
trench, and/or the removal
of infected red oaks to avoid
the formation of fungal mats

February 16" -
Monday - Saturday from 8 AM - 2:30 PM

Rains County Residents,
Bring your tires to be recycled.

Maximum of 20 tires per resident.
Prohibited items: rims/wheels, split or chopped tires, larger
than 54" high or 16" wide tires, tires inside another tire,
excess dirt or mud, and oil/other hazardous material.

Rains County
Tire Recycling Event

Rains County Precinct 4 Yard
260 Locust St., Point, TX 75472

Questions? Call Joe Parker 903-473-5025

February 21*

Aqg Services DIRECTORY

HOOTEN’S
HARDWARE LLC

Hwy. 69 N. * Emory » 903-473-8788

a full line of Hardware, Lumber, Metal
aterials, Pipe, Steel, FarmEquipment, Cattle
Equipment & Tractor Supplies.

We ca
Building

Hours: 7 a.m.- 5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
7 a.m.- 3 p.m., Sat. - Closed Sun.
www.hootensteel.com

SCAG (EcHo @D sTIHL

We also offer Custom Welding
and Manufacturing

Custom Fertilizer
Blending & Spreading
Farm & Ranch Supplies
Tack = Vet Supplies
Seed * Plants » Feed
Hardware * Bird Feeders
Ariat = Wrangler = Justin
Purses & Jewelry
Montana Silversmith
John Deere Toys
Outdoor Furniture

Hwy. 69 & 19 = Emory
903-473-2249

doned vehicle; W North St.
Meet complainant; Hwy. 69
Reckless driving; W Lennon
Dr. Accident; E Lennon Dr.
Accident; CR 4455 Animal
bite; Hwy. 19 Reckless
driving; Hwy. 276 Suspi-
cious person; Hwy. 69/FM
799 Accident hit & run; PR
5450 Medical assist; Clark
Dr. Follow up investigation;
CR 3380/FM 515 Reckless
driving;

2-6: White Rock Rd. Fire
alarm; Oak Ln. Medical
assist; E Lennon Dr. Found
property; CR 4265 Medical
assist; W North St. Public
service; CR 3160 Controlled
burn; CR 3412 Medical
assist; CR 3380 Meet com-
plainant; Hwy. 19 Medical
assist; N Locust St. Special
assignment; CR 1308 Con-
trolled burn; PR 7722
Abandoned  vehicle;CR
3425 Accident; CR 1515
Agency assist; S Hwy. 69
Accident; CR 1490 Con-
trolled burn; Hwy. 69 Con-
trolled burn; RS County
3450/FM2946 Public ser-
vice; W North St. Meet
complainant; CR 1130 Fire-
grass; E Lennon Dr. Acci-
dent; Briggs Blvd. Grass fire;
CR 1307 Follow up investi-
gation; PR 6247 Fire
brush; FM 2324 Welfare

— up to $2,000.

“For landowners in the
Hill Country and across
Central Texas, these trees
aren’t just scenery; they are
a multi-generational invest-
ment and a significant factor
in our property’s value,” said
Gomez. “Access to state
funding and expert guidance
helps landowners take the
necessary steps to signifi-
cantly slow the destructive
spread of oak wilt and save
trees.”

Landowners are reminded
that from Feb. 1 through
June 30, it is critical to avoid
pruning oak trees to prevent
attracting the beetles that
spread the disease. If pruning
is necessary, all wounds
should be painted immedi-
ately.

Accessing funds

For more information on
oak wilt and how to apply for

concern; CR 2370 Con-
trolled burn; FM 2324
Assist motorist;

2-7: Hwy. 276 Livestock
on roadway; Hwy. 276
Deadly conduct; E Lennon
Dr. Accident; CR1460
Controlled burn; Hwy. 276
Public assist; S Hwy. 19
Fire-grass; FM 2324 Fire-
grass; CR 4020 Reckless
driving; E Lennon Dr. Wel-
fare concern; E Lennon Dr.
Fire - vehicle; CR 3450
Medical assist; CR 4480
Medical assist; South FM
779 Medical assist; N 1st St.
Medical assist.

2-8: FM 47 Accident;
FM 47 Noise complaint;
Smith Cir. Burglary in
progress; PR 7702 Medical
assist; Hwy. 19 Medical; FM
2946 Controlled burn; Hwy.
276 Reckless driver; CR
3130 Suspicious activity;
CR 1330 Noise complaint;
CR 3333 Suspicious activ-
ity; W Hwy. 69 Medical
assist; Egret Cir. Medical
assist; FM 275 Livestock on
roadway; CR 1320 Medical
assist; W Lennon Dr. Dis-
turbance; CR 1402 Domes-
tic disturbance; CR 1411
Medical assist; Hwy. 69
Reckless driving.

The Sheriff's Department

cost-share funding, visit the
website.

To qualify for cost-share
assistance, landowners must
work with Texas A&M
Forest Service personnel to
verify the presence of the
disease and develop a spe-
cialized management plan.
Applications for cost-shares
must be approved before
cost-shareable treatment can
begin.

Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice has regional offices
throughout Central Texas
with staff available to pro-
vide technical assistance to
landowners concerned about
oak wilt on their property.

For more information, use
the Find My Forester tool to
identify and contact the
Texas A&M Forest Service
representative serving your
county.

reported 375 calls for the
week. Among the calls were:
1 burglary in progress, 1 city
ordinance violation, 1 paper
service, 1 criminal trespass,
1 deadly conduct, 1 debris in
roadway, 2 disturbances, 1
domestic disturbance, 1 fire
- brush, 1 fire - vehicle, 2 fire
alarms, 10 follow up investi-
gations, 1 found property, 1
fire - structure, 1 investiga-
tion, 7 livestock on roadway,
7 meet complainant, 1
neighbor dispute, 2 noise
complaints, 1 open door, 6
fire-grass, 2 problems with a
juvenile, 15 public service,
11 reckless driving, 2 repos-
sessions, 1 special assign-
ment, 3 suspicious activities,
2 suspicious persons, 2
suspicious vehicles, 1 vehi-
cle in roadway, 8 welfare
concerns, 8 accidents, 11
controlled burns, 1 death, 1
aggressive animal, 4 public
assists, 1 arrest, 2 pedestrian
stops, 4 abandoned vehicles,
1 accident hit & run, 3
agency assists, 1 animal at
large, 1 animal bite, and 2
animal welfare concerns, 2
assist motorist.

There were 33 medical
calls and 19 transports; 177
traffic stops, 41 citations
and 122 warnings.

Oak wilt fungal mats are
spore-producing structures
that form under the bark of
recently dead oak trees, cre-
ating a moist, fruity-smelling
environment that attracts
sap-feeding beetles, which
carry the spores to fresh
wounds on healthy oaks
and spread the deadly dis-
ease. (Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice)
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® [ntegrity

* Retired Law Enforcement (30 years)

o Retired US Air Force Reserve

e Professionalism

* Experience that Matters

RAINS COUNTY JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

ABOUT TONY INGRAM

® Honesty

MARCH 3 PRIMARY

7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

EARLY VOTING

February 17 - February 27
Rains County Courthouse Annex

POLITICAL AD PAID FOR BY TONY INGRAM

You break it, we fix it!
Welding & Machining

cast « stainless « copper
aluminum » steel « brass

Tractor & EquiFmEHt
mechanical » electrical
oil leaks « broken baolts

Small jobs are welcome!

903-474-0899
430-306-4165
3549 5. FM 779, Emory, TX

Proudly supporting our

farmers & ranchers

el N
*fflf.{f&ﬁ

East Texas' Foremost Trailer Manufacturer

Supplying Customers With
Quality Trailers at Affordable Prices!

Phone 903-473-2165
Fax 903-473-4488

www.longhorntrailers.com

5955 N. State Hwy. 19
Emory, Texas 75440
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Vote for Brent Hilliard

Rains County Judge

Early Voting: Tuesday, February 17-27, 2026

February 12,2026 D

Election Day: March 3, 2026

A Legacy of Service for Rains County

A Life Rooted in Faith and Family

Stacy and | met in junior high; years later, God answered my
prayers and brought us back together. We're blessed with three
grown Christian sons, wonderful daughters-in-law, and six
grandbabies who light up our lives.

My life’s journey has been guided by a commitment to Christ
since the age of twelve. Having served as an ordained deacon,
my leadership style is rooted in the calling of Micah 6:8: to act
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God. Today, Stacy

Brent Hilliard and Family

and | are proud members of Emory Baptist Church, where we
continue to grow in our faith alongside our neighbors.

Deep Roots, Proven Results

In 2019, we put down permanent roots at the historic John
Little Ranch—Rains County is home. As an entrepreneur in
energy and IT, | employ 15 neighbors right here in Emory.
From delivering Midland’s 62-mile water pipeline to
running my businesses, I've always focused on results,
respect, and fiscal responsibility.

Your County Judge: Progress You Can See

Serving as your appointed County Judge is the honor of my
life. I've applied decades of experience to prioritize better
roads, stronger public safety, and a taxpayers-first
approach.

In just six months, we've made real progress—but we're just
getting started. I'm asking for your vote to keep that
momentum going and ensure Rains County remains safe,
rural, and affordable for our children and grandchildren.

Let’s Keep the Fresh Start Going!

Highlights From Just Six Months

Roads

¢ Improved coordination between the
Judge’s office, Road and Bridge
Department, and Commissioner’s
Court to improve quality and effective
implementation of services

® Reconstructed 11.96 miles of paved
road and growing

e Shifted to patching larger areas with
better, longer-lasting materials

e Added two new positions in Road &
Bridge to boost productivity and
delivery
Improved manpower/equipment
utilization and supervision
Prioritizing drainage and water
evacuation
Cleared rights-of-way of trees and
foliage for safer, better-maintained
roads
Close to securing $2.81 million of
grants for culverts, bridges, and roads
Better planning by utilizing existing
and newly obtained data moving
forward

Safety & First Responders
* Improved coordination between the

Judge’s Office and Sheriff's Office to
strengthen public safety and our
environment as a whole

Improved hiring for experienced
TCOLE-certified deputies and
dispatchers

Added Records Retention position to
meet state requirements

Purchased and equipped a transport
van and two new trucks for the
Sheriff's Department

Brought jail into full compliance with
Texas Jail Standards

Implemented weekly mental health
support (Navigator Program with
Andrews Center)

Hired experienced Jail Compliance
Officer, dispatchers, and deputies
Modernized jail software and systems
for better compliance

Cleaned out years of expired evidence
(in accordance with CCP 59 Penal
Code) and hired consultant to maintain

Taxpayers First
[ ]

Increased transparency with an
open-door policy and direct
communication with taxpayers
Pursuing TXDOT, federaf and other
grants—including nearly $4.746 million
(and counting) for Library, Safety, and
roads/bridges—to fund priorities
Added cybersecurity software to
protect county systems from
ransomware, malware, phishing, and
denial-of-service attacks

Hired General Counsel to provide
legal advice on county business and
civil matters

Implemented a new communication
program to improve efficiency across
county operations

Fostered a positive and productive
work environment for county
employees

Focused every dollar on
essentials—getting more done with
existing resources

Improved efficiency and compliance

to protect taxpayer money and avoid
costly fines

e Added two new trucks to reduce

evidence Erocessing long term
maintenance costs

Secured the assignment of a qualified
retired visiting judge from the 12th
Court of Appeals when needed for
county cases

e Secured $892,102.21 in grants for the
Sheriff's department

Better Roads, Stronger Safety, Taxpayers First

Looking Ahead: My Commitments To You

Managing Growth Wisely
* k K Kk Kk K

“Managing growth so Rains County stays safe, rural, and affordable.”

Honesty & Responsible Taxation
* kK k Kk K

“As values rise, | will work to protect taxpayers and make every dollar count.”

Integrity & Access
* kK Kk Kk K

“Open door, open records, and open books—so you always know
what your county government is doing.”

* x x k k *x REPUBLICAN % * % % % %

— BRENT —

dILLIARD

FOR RAINS COUNTY JUDGE
KEEP THE FRESH START GOING

903-913-6003 | ElectBrentHilliard.com

POL. ADV. PAID FOR BY BRENT D. HILLIARD CAMPAIGN, ELISA ALLEN, TREASURER, P.O. BOX 1149, EMORY, TX 75440
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

Early voting begins Feb. 17

Early voting in the March
3 primary begins Monday,
Feb. 17 and concludes on
Friday, Feb. 27. A full slate
of contested
races will be
on the bal-
lots in both
Republican
and Demo-
cratic  pri-
maries. The
deadline to
request  a
mail ballot is
Feb. 20, according to wote-
texas.gow.

One of the most closely
watched statewide races for
both parties are the primary
races for U.S. Senator.
Incumbent GOP Sen. John
Cornyn faces two chal-
lengers: Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton and
U.S. Rep. Wesley Hunt,
R-Houston. On the Demo-
cratic side, U.S. Rep. Jas-
mine Crockett, D-Dallas,
faces state Rep. James
Talarico, D-Round Rock.
There are many other con-
tested races on the ballot as
well.

Voters can access election
information, find out if they
are registered to vote, and
obtain other pertinent infor-
mation at votetexas.gov.

More than 30K
voucher applications
on first day

More than 30,000 school
voucher applications were
submitted last week on the
first day of the state’s new
program to give families
taxpayer-funded accounts
for private school tuition and
homeschooling  expenses,
the Houston Chronicle
reported. The applications
will be accepted until March
17 and are not first-come,
first-served.

The Legislature provided
$1 billion in funding for the
program’s first year, which is
projected to support up to
100,000 accounts. If it
receives more applications
than can be funded, an
income-and disability-based
lottery will be held to deter-
mine which families receive
vouchers.

“When parents have more
options, students have more
opportunity — and that’s a
win for Texas,” acting
Comptroller Kelly Hancock
said in a news release.

Officially called Texas
Education Freedom

GARY BORDERS

Texas Press Association

Accounts, the program is
being administered by the
state comptroller’s office and
Odyssey, a New York-based
tech contractor.

School walkouts could
trigger TEA probes

A rash of student walk-
outs in Texas to protest the
ongoing ICE crackdown in
Minnesota has prompted the
Texas Education Agency to
warn school districts they
could face investigations and
possible loss of funding, The
Dallas Morning News
reported. In a letter sent last
week to school districts, the
agency warned that students
must be marked as absent,
with schools risking loss of
daily attendance funding. It
stated that teachers or
school systems who “facili-
tate walkouts” will be subject
to investigation and sanc-
tion.

After thousands of stu-
dents from 14 campuses in
the Austin ISD left class to
protest ICE activity, Greg
Abbott called on Education
Commissioner Mike Morath
to investigate.

“AISD gets taxpayer dol-
lars to teach the subjects
required by the state, not to
help students skip school to
protest,” he wrote on X.
“Our schools are for educat-
ing our children, not political
indoctrination.”

Besides Austin, several
school districts in and
around the Dallas-Fort
Worth area experienced
student walkouts. Organizers
pointed out that protests are
protected speech, with the
harshest consequence being
an unexcused absence.

State back in court
soon over no AC in
prisons

Texas will soon return to
federal court to defend not
providing air conditioning in
many of its prisons, accord-
ing to the Texas Standard.
The plaintiffs include advo-
cacy groups and incarcerated
individuals, who claim that
the heat levels in un-air-
conditioned prisons consti-
tute cruel and unusual pun-
ishment.

The Texas Department of
Criminal Justice argues that
the prison system needs
more funding and resources.
Two-thirds of the state’s 103
prison facilities lack air

conditioning in cell blocks
and dorms. Temperatures
inside those prisons often
rise above 90 degrees,
according to readings now
required by law.

“There is no mitigation
measure other than air
conditioning that can pro-
tect people from death or
sickness due to the heat,”
attorney Erica Grossman
said. “People living in Texas
prisons should not be sub-
jected to conditions we
won’t even subject animals
to.”

County jails are required
to  keep  temperatures
between 65 and 85 degrees.
Animal shelters also have
heat rules.

Measles cases reported
in Dilley immigrant
center, West Texas

Two detainees at the
family immigration center in
Dilley, 70 miles south of San
Antonio, have “active
measles infections,” federal
and state officials said. The
Texas Tribune reported
some migrants have been
quarantined at the nation’s
only family detention center.
More than 1,400 people are
being held at the facility.

A Department of Home-
land Security spokesperson
said medical officials were
monitoring detainees and
taking “appropriate and
active steps to prevent fur-
ther infection.”

“All detainees are being
provided with proper medi-
cal care,” Tricia McLaughlin
said.

The Texas Department of
State Health Services is
collaborating with DHS to
determine the number of
vaccine doses needed for the
Dilley facility. DSHS has
also reported three con-
firmed measles cases in
Reeves and Ward counties
among non-Texas residents
who spent time there.

Measles is a highly conta-
gious viral disease spread
through coughing, sneezing
or simply being near an
infected person. The MMR
vaccine is considered the
most effective way to pre-
vent measles.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community
newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@texas-

press.com.

Advertising Works 903-473-1653

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY

Triple Lynching Ignites Fiery Feud

by Bartee Haile

A masked mob dragged
five suspected cattle thieves
kicking and screaming from
the Mason County jail on
Feb. 18, 1875, lynched three
of the terri-
fied outlaws
and touched
off a nasty
feud known

as the
Hoodoo
War.
BARTEE HAILE In the
Historical Columnist C h aotic

aftermath of
the Civil War, Texans often
took the law into their own
hands. Desperate characters,
who mistook common folk
for easy pickings, were rou-
tinely dispatched without

benefit of judge, jury or
clergy.
Like so many similar

episodes, the Mason County
hangings might soon have
been forgotten had the
vigilantes not been Germans
and the victims so-called
“natives.” Blood began to
flow when fear replaced
reason, and people blindly
picked sides along ethnic
lines. Small ranchers and
farmers of German descent
hesitated to strike back
against the saddle tramps
plundering their precious few
possessions in the early
1870’s. Having suffered for
their pro-Union opinions
during the war, they wanted
only to pick up the pieces of
their quiet lives. The last
thing most German Texans
wanted was trouble.

Confronted by a worsen-
ing crime wave, Mason
County voters elected a new
sheriff, who promised a com-
plete cleanup. John Clark
did his best, but the rustler
rings were always one step
ahead of the inexperienced
lawman.

In February 1875, the
sheriff got lucky. He caught
five members of the notori-
ous Backus Gang red-
handed with a herd of stolen
cattle. That evening a crowd
of irate citizens overcame
token resistance at the local

lockup and whisked the

prisoners off to the nearest
tree.

A Texas Ranger, who just
happened to be passing
through, crashed the necktie
party in time to save a pair of
the badmen. Sheriff Clark
suddenly appeared to back
the Ranger’s play but swore
he could not identify any
members of the mob that
disappeared in the darkness.

Word of the lynching
spread like wildfire.
Although the “native”
ranchers could have cared
less about the Backus bunch,
they feared indiscriminate
attack from an aroused
German community. In a
show of force, they occupied
the county seat.

At the head of 60 armed
Germans, Sheriff Clark
retook the town and negoti-
ated a fragile truce. Six
weeks later, the cold-
blooded killing of a popular
“native” rancher shattered
the peace. Lured off his
property by a deputy sheriff,
Tim Williamson was brutally
bushwhacked.

The senseless slaying
brought into the simmering
feud Scott Cooley, the vic-
tim’s half-crazed adopted
son. Since Indians slaugh-
tered his parents and held
him captive as a child,
Cooley had never been quite
right in the head. The mur-
der of the stepfather he
idolized pushed the grief-
stricken youth over the edge.

Coming upon the guilty
deputy digging a well, Cooley
shot him six times, repeat-
edly stabbed his dead body
and removed his scalp. To
prove his gruesome point, he
made the rounds of the
Mason saloons proudly
displaying the grisly trophy in
each and every establish-
ment.

Both sides suffered casual-
ties in the ensuing county-
wide conflict. Cooley orga-
nized his own band of
trigger-happy misfits, who
had no stake in the affair but
relished the combat. Mason
County quickly became a
blood-soaked battleground.

After weeks of strife, a

Ranger company com-
manded by Major John B.
Jones temporarily restored
order. Sheriff Clark complied
by immediately resigning and
vanishing without a trace.

Cooley, however, stub-
bornly stayed put. The for-
mer Ranger bet his old
comrades would be reluctant
to bring him in, and to the
disgust of Major Jones, he
was right.

Six weeks later, the
Rangers pulled out of the
war-torn county leaving a
small handful to keep up the
half-hearted hunt for Coo-
ley. Meanwhile, the fugitive
shrewdly steered clear of
Mason while continuing his
search for German targets.

In late 1875, Cooley and
sidekick Johnny Ringo, the
same gunslinger who later
blazed his way into the
history books, were arrested
in Burnet. Hopes for an end
to the bloodshed soared in
Mason County only to be
dashed by news of a suspi-
cious jailbreak.

Freed by friends in Lam-
pasas  County, Cooley
resumed his rampage. But
revenge did not put food on
the table, and to satisfy his
grumbling followers as well
as his own stomach, he
turned to the tried-and-true
practice of rustling cattle. In
a few months, Cooley was
teaching old hands a thing or
two about swiping steers.

Deliverance sometimes
comes in strange packages,
and for Mason County it
came in a bottle. Cooley
stopped for dinner at Freder-
icksburg and bought a fifth of
whiskey for the road. Several
swigs later, he tumbled from
the saddle and lapsed into a
coma.

By dawn Scott Cooley was
a goner, done in not by a
dose of lead but poison. With
him died the Hoodoo War,
and the barricades came
down at last in battle-scarred
Mason County.

Contact  Bartee Haile at
barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX
77393.

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to

Rains Countn Leader

Call 903-473-2653

CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS

TAWAKONI FENCE
COMPANT

I Sy

l;"' David Lemans hy
Owner
Over 30 Years Experience

Chainlink - Welded Pipe
Farm & Ranch + Wood
Ornamental lron
Wood & Metal Awnings
Carpaorts » Decks
Metal Buildings

Free Extimates

903-447-2093
Lone Cak

'ﬁ_ A

HOUSE PADS

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL

DRIVEWAYS

* LPD SYSTEMS
CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS
AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

Over 20 Years' Experience

450 FM 515, Emory,, TX 75440 Installer's License | & License 2

ED EMIG
President

* Custom Decks
* Perpolas

1067 Hwy 37 Bldg B
Quitman, TX 75783

* Custom Car Ports
+ Patio Covers

= Dutdoor Kitchen
I+ YEARS EXPERIENCE IN HOME IMPROVEMENT

(903) 763-5053

email: gutierhelnmet 3 7@ vl com
www.decksandowidoorlivingspaces com
www.facebook.com/decksandoutdoorlivingspaces

EEE TRIPLE E ELECTRIC

POy BOX 455 EMORY, TEXAS 75440

(903) 473-2915
FAX (903) 473-2027

Email: edemigihotmail.com

DECKS & OUTDog,,

Randy Sain, Owner

* Seamless Gutbers
* Boat Docks

@Guther

REVEF CLEMN TOWK (7 FERE MGAH

JONES

ELLECTRI
SERVICE

ALLEN JONES

D&l Dozer

Ponds & Lakes
Land Clearing
Dirt & rock hauling
Driveways
House Pads

817-239-9807 903438_6603

RESIDENTIAL
{903) 473-3899 COMMERCIAL
TECL 10334
Plum
Qg" .-,'--fg?p  New Construction
—f - * Repairs
\ * Remodel

Service? Jonathan Christian

rvp 38867 903-513-0063

jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

H.IILIIHG SUPPLY

W

C&M

Building Supply

Downtown Alba

Lumber and
Building Materials

903-765-2770 or 2773
Fax 903-765-9045

Jimmy's Painting
& Waterp

House Painting * Roof Repair » Fence & Deck Repair/Treating

430-266-2160

roofing

L fC)g

* Handles the heaviest
wind and rain

* Helps prevent mold, rot
and insect infestation

W Gutter
Helmet

NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN®
« Eliminates clogged gutters
« Lifetime Guarantee

* Professionally installed

10% senior discount

5% Veteran discount

Decks & Outdoor Living Spaces
1067 Hwy. 37 » Quitman, Texas

email: gurterhelmet37@vmail com
www. facebook. com /decksandoutdoorlivingspaces

903-763-5053 » www.decksandoutdoorlivingspaces .com
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SAVVY SENIORS

Tools to Help You Find the Perfect Place to Retire

Dear Savvy Senior,

What resources can you
recommend for researching
good places to
retire in the
US.? My
husband and
[ are inter-
ested in relo-
cating to a

warmer  cli-
mate  when
JIM MILLER )
Savvy Serior we retire next
year.
Looking to
Relocate
Dear Looking,
It’s exciting to think

about relocating in retire-
ment! Whether you're con-
sidering seasonal escapes or a
permanent change, there are
a wide variety of digital
resources that can help you
find and research new loca-
tions. Here are some tips and
tools to help you get started.

Where to Retire?

Deciding where to relo-
cate when you retire is a big
decision. There are many
factors to think about to
ensure the move supports
your lifestyle, financial goals,
and overall well-being. To
help you identify some good
retirement locations you
need to consider things like
cost of living, climate, taxes,
health care, housing, crime,
access to social and recre-
ational activities, access to
transportation and proximity
to family and friends.

If you're at the beginning
of your search, a good
starting point is BestPlaces.
net. This site compiles demo-
graphic data from numerous
reliable sources, updates it
regularly and lets you easily
compare cities using differ-
ent criteria, such as housing
cost, climate, crime, religious
practice, voting patterns and
education level. They even
offer a 10-question “Where

is the best place for me to
live?” quiz, which may sug-
gest some locations you may
never have thought of.

There are also news and
financial publications like
U.S. News & World Report,
Forbes, WalletHub,
Bankrate and The Motley
Fool that publish “best places
to retire” ranking lists on
their websites each vyear.
These can give you an idea
of popular retirement loca-
tions based on different sets
of criteria.

Once you identify a few
good spots, here are some
additional resources that can
help you dig a little deeper.

Cost of living: Affordabil-
ity is often the No. 1 factor
when deciding where to
relocate. To research and
compare the cost of living
from your current location to
where you would like to
move, use the previously
mentioned BestPlaces.net,
the Economic Policy Insti-
tute Family Budget Calcula-
tor at EPlorg/resources/bud-
get and/or Bankrate’s cost of
living calculator at Bankrate.
com/real-estate/cost-of-living-
calculator.  And, because
housing is a big expense, you
can take a deeper dive into
these costs at Zillow.com and
Realtor.com.

Taxes: Some states are
more tax friendly than
others. To investigate how
states treat retirees when it
comes to income, sales,
property and other taxes, see
Kiplinger tax guide at
Kiplinger.com - search
“Taxes on Retirees: A State-
by-State Guide.”

Crime rate: To evaluate
how safe a community or
area is, the FBI Crime Data
Explorer  (cde.ucr.cjis.gov)
allows you to explore crime
statistics at the national,
state, and local levels.

Climate: You can find
U.S. climate/weather infor-

Don't drive under the
influence of your phone.

B TALK

a—

mation at National Centers
for Environmental Informa-
tion at NCEIl.noaa.gov. And
to research climate change
factors and the risks of
extreme temperatures, wild-
fires, floods, hurricanes,
severe storms, earthquakes
and drought in different
locations, use ClimateCheck.
com and FEMA (Hazards.
fema.gov/nri/map).

Health care: If you're
enrolled or planning to
enroll in original Medicare,
check the coverage and
availability of providers in
your new location. Search by
ZIP code for health care
providers and facilities at
Medicare.gov/care-compare,
and check star ratings for
quality of care. If you're
enrolled in a Medicare
Advantage plan and you
move out of the coverage
area, you'll need to find a
new plan in your new area.

Transportation: If you
plan to travel much, or
expect frequent visits from
your kids or grandkids, con-
venient access to an airport
or train station is a big
advantage.

Once you have narrowed
down your choices, spend a
couple weeks in each loca-
tion at different times of the
year so you can get a feel for
the  seasonal  weather
changes, and so you can
carefully weigh the pros and
cons of living there. You may
find that you like the area
more as a vacation spot than
as a year-round residence.
It’s also a good idea to rent
for a year before buying a
home or making a commit-
ment to a retirement com-
munity.

Send your senior questions to:
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443,
Norman, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a

contributor to the NBC Today show
and author of “The Savvy Senior”

book.

stuck with me.

survived, and we did too.

I am asking for you to VOTE for me

Growing up in this modest home at 3720 Holley in
Odessa, Texas, wasn't always easy. | walked or rode
my bike to school. My father served in the U.S. Army
during the Korean War, and afterward, he was a
mechanic for Sewell Ford while my mom worked as
a bookkeeper at a bank when | was bom. My
grandparents took my mom and me to Oklahoma
when | was just 6 weeks old, where my dad was stationed on an Army base. My
mom worked various other jobs during my childhood. We weren't wealthy. My
parents divorced when | was 10, and times got tough—as a single mother, it
was a real struggle for my mom fo pay the bills and feed us. Those hard days

I've worked since | was 8 years old—helping my uncle deliver potato chips to
grocery stores, cleaning buildings with another uncle, and working on a farm
(not a family one) in the summers, moving irrigation pipe that fed water from
ditches to rows of cotton in the Pecos Valley.

Then, after Stacy and | married, oil prices crashed to almost $8 a barrel. We had
our gas shut off, power disconnected, and nearly lost our house. We had no
television, so we played board games. We were thankful when our parents
brought us food for the week. These were VERY hard times for us. Our marriage

I've lived through booms and busts, and | know how to navigate them to come
out stronger. No one should face those struggles alone. | call them my
Character Building Years!

've worked ALL my life. My work ethic hasn't changed—! still work hard. It's just
who | am. And I've been working hard for you too! | love solving problems,
building teams, and seeing those teams execute at a high level.

Everything that | am and all that | have is ONLY by the grace of God. God has
had His hand on my life since the day | was bom. | remember praying for God to
convince Stacy to marry me, and | thank God every day for His gift. He has
blessed us with a wonderful, loving family. My success is my family, not financial
wealth. I've never focused on money. Every last thing in my life comes from God
and belongs to God. I'm only a steward of the blessings God has bestowed on
my life, and | fully understand they are solely a gift from God.

That's why, as your Rains County Judge since July 2025, I'm committed to
keeping taxes affordable, managing growth wisely to stay rural, and ensuring
transparent government that supports families. I've been there, and | truly
understand when folks share their hardships. Let's Keep The Fresh Start Going
so Rains is a place where we lift each other up!

Together, we can do it!

| am humbly asking for your vote.

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
Before Storm Season: How to Avoid
Fraudulent Contractors

Storm season is right
around the corner, and East
Texans know all too well
how quickly severe weather
can strike. In 2025, our
region experienced multiple
rounds of strong storms,
including confirmed torna-
does, damaging winds, and
widespread hail which left
homes, businesses, and vehi-
cles damaged across several
counties. These events were
a reminder that preparing
before storms hit is just as
important as knowing what
to do after.

Taking a few proactive
steps now can help protect
you from becoming a victim
later.

Know the Red Flags
Before You Need
Repairs

After major storms, so-
called “storm chasers” often
travel from area to area,
knocking on doors and offer-
ing quick, low-cost repairs.
While many contractors are
reputable, consumers should
be cautious of anyone who:

Shows up unannounced
after a storm

Pressures you to sign a
contract immediately

Requests large upfront
payments or cash only

Claims they can waive
your insurance deductible

Lacks a permanent local
address or proper credentials

How to Protect
Yourself Before Storm

Season

BBB recommends the
following steps to help home-
owners avoid fraudulent
contractors:

Understand Your Insur-
ance Coverage. Review your
policy now so you know what
is covered and what docu-
mentation is required. If
temporary repairs are neces-
sary after a storm, save all
receipts and photos.

Don’t Let Urgency Drive
Decisions. Storm damage
can be overwhelming, but
don’t let fear or frustration
rush you into a long-term
commitment. Be proactive in
choosing a contractor rather
than reacting to unsolicited
offers.

Shop Around. Get at
least three written estimates
based on the same materials
and scope of work. Check
references which are at least
one year old and verify
licensing and insurance with
local authorities when appli-
cable.

Be Wary of Door-to-
Door Sales

Contractors who claim to
have “leftover materials from
a nearby job” or who cannot
provide a local business
address should raise con-
cerns. Check whether your
community requires solicita-
tion permits.

Always Use a Written
Contract

Never agree to work
without a written contract. It
should include the contrac-
tor’s name, address, phone
number, license number if
required, scope of work,
materials, timeline, and total
cost. Never sign a blank or
incomplete contract, and
keep a copy for your records.

If It Sounds Too Good
to Be True, It
Probably Is

Unusually low estimates
can be a warning sign. Some
fly-by-night contractors sub-
mit low bids, then cut
corners, add hidden fees, or
disappear altogether once
payment is made.

Avoid Paying in Full
Up Front

BBB recommends never
paying the full amount before
work begins. A good rule of
thumb is the “rule of thirds”:

One-third as a deposit

One-third when the job is
halfway complete

Final payment only after
the work is finished to your
satisfaction

Hire Local Whenever
Possible

Local businesses are more
likely to stand behind their
work and return if issues
arise. Out-of-area contrac-
tors may be difficult to locate
once they leave town.

I have had the o

riends.

God alread
onset dementia.
journey lasts.

COPD, high bloo

the skills to provide.

providing emotional

903-348-4399

Alzheimer Support

ortunity to meet with many great people while
doing my work @Y CB each morning from 6am until about 8:30 am
all made possible by saying 6 words
“Good morning it’s good to see you “
It is amazing what a difference a few kind words can make in a
ositive and meaningful way for the people I am grateful to call

~ We all face challenges daily yet here we are walking on our

journey together in our efforts to help a loved one remember how

valuable they are in our lives.
dy knows how difficult and seeming%y impossible the

days work will be never knowing how to do things for

as they continue their journey with Alzheimer’s disease or early

A caregiver has taken on this role in a 24/7 responsibility to ensure
that their loved ones receive the best care possible for as long as their

For the fortunate ones it can be 6 months to a year before their
loved one’s passing comes due to other factors such as heart disease,
pressure or diabetes complications which can
lead to other conditions.

Many people who suffer from dementia or Alzheimer’s disease
may experience a very long term journey with these debilitating
conditions meaning long term care is required most of us don’t have

Medical professionals are often referred to assume the critical care
needs our loved ones deserve to receive for as long as they require.

Alzheimer’s and dementia patients may live with their condition
for many years further increasing their families supﬁort needs.

This is why I believe creating a Rains County Alz

roup can provide some answers on how to deal effectively with

their 24/7 caregivers role.

If you feel that this is something our community can benefit from,
I am willing to help bring valuable resources together while

and spiritual support.

My email address is marvinhenson1960@jicloud.com
If text messaging works better for you please contact me at

Marvin Henson Point, Texas

our loved ones

eimer’s support

WILLIAM DOUGLAS
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NEW FACE

community is strongest w

My mission is to hrin?

more than a title, it's a promise to serve, to

who enters our court leaves

My name is William [}uuﬁlas, 'm running for Justice of The Peace because | believe our
en faimess, cum?assiun, and unity guides the path. This role is
isten, and to protect the values we hold dear.
I'm here for the people of Rains County. I've walked the same roads, faced the same
challenges, and celebrated the same victories as most of you.

tlarity, compassion, and courage to the table. So thate-.rery'pmsun
nowing they were heard, respected, and valued inafa

just way.

Afew years ago, | witnessed someone close to me face the court system, and | saw how
one person’s compassion could turn fear into hope. That experience taught me that

OLD VALUES

irand

Thank you, Brent D. Hilliard

* k k *x k * REPUBLICAN * % & % % *

S . | believe we need a strong focus on the juveniles of Rains County. As this is a sensitive
BRE “ I time in life, and wrong decisions even at a young age can make a lifelong impact, My

I I arpmach will be to listen carefully, evaluate facts, and make decisions that are both

legally sound and respectful of all involved, and to help guide that person down the right

path. | know firsthand life can get messy. Neighbors argue, contracts get confusing, and
sometimes people just need a calm, reasonable person to help sort things out.

justice is not just about laws, it's about people, and that everyone deserves to be treated
with dignity, fairmess, and equality.

«ILLIARD

FOR RAINS COUNTY JUDGE

| believe justice should be more than a process; it should be a light that guides our
community forward, | want to encourage our younger generation to get out and make
positive changes, | personally believe it’s time for a change. | don't have law enforcement
experience, but | do believe that is a benefit so that | can go into office clear minded.
What | do know is that | will work to resolve conflicts quickly, treat everyone with dignity,
and ensure that justice is accessible to all. Let's make that promise a reality.

POLITICAL AD PAID FOR BY WILLIAM DOUGLAS

KEEP THE FRESH START GOING

#KEEPTHEFRESHSTARTGOING #RAINSCOUNTYSTRONG
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Believers’ Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
You also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
Luke 12:40
“The Incomparable Christ: Ready or
Not?” was the title of Sunday morning’s
sermon from Luke. After telling his followers
not to be anxious for anything, Jesus told
them to be dressed for action because, ready
or not, He is coming back. He told three
parables that illustrated what He was saying.
Jesus gave his disciples one more reason for
keeping a loose grip on possessions and
priorities of this world — He is coming back,
and it may be at any time!
Coming Events:

Feb. 8, 6:00 p.m., The Church Praying

Obituaries

Feb. 10, noon, 55+ Meet & Eat
Fellowship .
Feb. 14, 6:00 p.m., Student Ministry Jan JODCS Feil
Valentine Dinner Fundraiser 1943 - 2026
~ Feb. 21, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Deep Dive A memorial service for Jan Mrs. Feil is survived by her
into Baptism Seminar o ) Jones Feil, 83, was held on Febru- husband of 47 years, Jon Feil, of
Feb. 22, The Great Commission Offering  3ry 7, at Lake Fork Baptist Alba; three sons, James Bowdoin
Every Sgnday until Easter, 4:00 p.m., Church, Alba, with Bro. Barry and wife Angie of Alba, John
Easter Choir rehearsal McClure officiating, under the i, Bowdoin and wife Tami of Florida,
Every Sunday myMarch, 9:30 a.m. —direction of the church and family. FE —i,; ' and Lance Feil of Lindale; two
Prospectlve.Members Class } Mrs. Feil died on February 5, | = = daughters, Lee Ann Cockrum and
Thg A§k1ng‘for a Friend Podcast Episode 2026, at her home in Alba. She . husband Billy of Golden and Dana
#239 is titled BOOk‘CIUb #6, ‘Spurgeon the \as born on January 14, 1943, in | 3 . Feil of Lindale; 18 grandchildren;
Pastor (Cpt 5).” Find the link at www. !

bbcemory.org.

Emory Methodist Church

By Mary White
Jesus answered them, “It is not the
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I
have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.”
Luke 5:32
Rev. David Banks continued his series
“The Word Goes Forth” with a message
titled “The Word Welcomes” with scripture
text taken from Luke. The Pharisees
complained to Jesus’ disciples about Him
eating with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus
welcomes the unrighteous and touched
those that the law forbid touching. The
Word went forth with arms wide open. Lord
teach us to welcome as we have been
welcomed, for You are the Word who
welcomes all.
Our Communion offering for this month

is the Rains County Good Samaritans. We
all know what a great ministry this is.

We will have our Ash Wednesday Service
February 18. at 6:00 p.m. and Rev. Banks
will also be out in front of church to apply
ashes if you wish. EMW will be having a fund
raiser on Friday, February 20, to be used for
Student Back to School supplies. We will
have a soup/stew luncheon from 11:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. The ticket will be $10.00 or you
can pay at the door. Come join us for a great
lunch.

Birthday wishes go to Dee Woods, Billy
Morris and David Britt. Anniversary wishes
go to Stan and Margaret McNear and Roy
and Doris Bryant.

Pray for Windell House, Mary Cash and
the Youth Group Mission Trip.

Have a great week and be kind.

FISHING REPORT

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department released
the following information for
Lake Fork and Lake
Tawakoni taken on February

Fork: Slow. Normal stain;
43 degrees; 3.05 feet below
pool. Water temperatures
are 39-43 degrees.

Bass have been slow due
to weather conditions. Bass
can be caught slowly working
Texas rigs and jigs on boat
houses with brush. Square
bill crankbaits and lipless
crankbaits are fair in the flats
around drains or ditches 5-8
feet. Report by Marc
Mitchell, Mitchell’s Guide
Service.

Lake Fork crappie fishing
has survived the arctic blast
of 2026 without it affecting
the bite like it did in 2021
and 2025. Fish are still
stacked up on deep timber
along the main lake creek
channels like they have been
all winter. Look for fish in
the 35-60 feet depth range
with fish around 15-30 feet
down. We still have some
fish on other patterns like

bridges, brush piles, tire
reefs, points and ledges.
These are more hit or miss
and may be smaller fish.
Small hand tied jigs and
minnows are working well
and I'm sure soft plastics will
produce fish also. The most
important thing I've seen
after the last huge cold front
is to fish slowly. Try to keep
your baits in the strike zone
just above fish as long as
possible and as still as
possible. Low wind days may
be the best days for catching
fish until the water tempera-
ture begins rising up and the
bite changes. Not all fish will
bite and you may see fifty
percent of the fish bite well
and the other half just do not
respond to baits. Do not
spend tons of time on non
responsive fish. Move on to
fish that want to bite and
you'll end up filling the
cooler up. Report by Jacky
Wiggins, Jacky Wiggins
Guide Service.

Tawakoni: Good. Water
lightly stained; 46 degrees;
1.95 feet below pool.

Lake Tawakoni is still

fishing well despite falling
water temperatures after the
winter weather. Water temps
are 46 degrees on the main
lake and much colder in the
shallow areas. The white
bass and hybrid-striper are
still feeding. The best bite
was with soft plastics in
20-25 feet on the main lake.
Eating sized blue catfish are
good in 40-50 feet on small
cut shad and punch bait.
Bigger fish are being caught
compared to last week. The
trophy catfish are good as
fish feed up due to the falling
temperatures. Quality fish up
to 40 pounds are on main
lake points and mid depths
in 30-45 feet of water. The
crappie are still fair on bridge
columns and deep timber
with jigs in 20-28 feet. The
largemouth bass bite has
slowed down with the cold
shallow water temperature.
Try rip rap with larger
plastics in 8-12 feet. Report
by Captain Michael Little-
john, Lake Tawakoni Guide

Service.

love, I gain nothing.

The Way of Love

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, 1
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if [ have prophetic powers,
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,
so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give
away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (ESV)

Tyler, to John Paul and Rosa Lee
Hurt Jones. On June 16, 1978, she
married Jon Feil in Mineola.

She lived most of her life in the Alba area
and was a member of Lake Fork Baptist
Church. She loved “junkin”, spending time
with her family, and game nights at the
church. She enjoyed music and all the folks
in her Sunday School Class.

37 great-grandchildren with one
more on the way; and numerous
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents;
and great-grandson, Theo Bowdoin.

Memorials may be made to Morgan’s
Mercy Mansion thru Cottonwood Church,
P.O. Box 38, Golden, Texas 75444.

Jerry Wharton “Doc” Rodgers
1943 -

A memorial service for Dr. Jerry
Wharton “Doc” Rodgers, 82, was
held on February 9, at Lake Fork
Baptist Church in Alba.

Mr. Rodgers, affectionately
known as Pop ], died from natural
causes on February 3, 2026. He
was born on April 24, 1943, in
Corpus Christi, to George and
Winona Rodgers.

2026

important and steady part of his
life. He never met a stranger, and
children were instinctively drawn
to him. Regularly, he could be
found leading a sing-along, creat-
ing and directing talent shows,
enjoying his favorite tech and lake
toys, teaching swimming, coach-
ing youth soccer, and beating
everyone who challenged him in

After graduating as valedicto-
rian from Roy Miller High School in Corpus
Christi, he attended the University of Texas
at Austin before earning his medical degree
from the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School in Dallas.

He served his country as a Captain in the
U.S. Army Medical Corps during the
Vietnam era, where he practiced medicine
in a bunker, caring for wounded soldiers as
well as civilians and children. It was work
that required courage, steadiness, and
compassion-qualities that defined him
throughout his life.

For more than 50 years, he practiced
family medicine, a calling he chose inten-
tionally because it allowed him to care for
entire families and walk alongside people
through every stage of life. Medicine was
both his profession and his passion, sus-
tained by a lifelong devotion to learning,
teaching, and serving his patients and
community.

He was a long-time member of Lake Fork
Baptist Church, where his faith was an

ping pong. He worked hard, lived
fully, and had a rare ability to make people
feel better simply through his presence.

Mr. Rodgers is survived by his wife, Marcy
Rodgers; children, Ryan Rodgers and wife
Tish, and Raegan Saylor; stepdaughters,
Mendi Garrett and Melani Windham and
husband Joey; grandchildren, Kayden
Rodgers and fiancé Maguire Lind, Zach
Rodgers, Avery and Anthony Arrington,
Hailey, Madelyn, and Parker Saylor, Collin
Garrett and wife Jessica, Colten Garrett and
wife Aleigh, Devin Windham and fiancé
Kevin Pollinzi, Braeden Windham and wife
Hannah, and Eric Windham; great-grand-
children, Leah Valdez, Jett and Lauren
Renger, Minnie and Matlie Garrett, Samuel
Garrett, and soon-to-be Tobias Garrett; and
the extended family of his late wife, Linda
Rodgers.

Donations can be made in memorium to
the Children's Ministry at Lake Fork Baptist
Church in Alba.

Eddy Ray Turner

A private memorial service for
Eddy Ray Turner, 69, will be held
at a later date.

Mr. Turner died on January 21,
2026. He was born on January 8,
1957, to Douglas Ray and Marena
Joyce Turner.

He attended Rains High School
before joining the US army. He
loved the outdoors and to fish and
grill. His smile was contagious and
he loved life and his family. He was a
member of Chapel Hill Baptist Church.

Mr. Turner is survived by his wife, Trena
of Massillon, Ohio; children, Mandy Don-
nelly and husband Terrance of Washington,

1957 -

2026
=3 Pennsylvania., Kimber Skaggs and
husband Brad of Blain, Kentucky,
Douglas Turner of Emory, Kari
Hill and husband Steven of
Emory, Stephanie Kennedy of
Oklahoma, Michael Williams of
Ft. Myers, Florida, and Justin
Shaffer and wife Sandra of Massil-
lon Ohio; sister, Kathy Ainsworth
and husband Robert; and numer-
ous grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
son, Kaden Turner; brother, James Turner;
sister, Charlotte Haren; and niece, Clisha
Hendry.

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.RAINSCOUNTYLEADER.COM

Church
Directory

METHODISTCHURCH

We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.
One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 « EmoryMC.org

Pastor: Robert Burns Il
Church: 903-473-3238

MIRACLE FAITH Pilgrims Rest _

BAPTIST CHURCH Baptist Church Point

(Independent) 1140 FM 2964, Emory Church_of

820 SH 276 » Emory Christ
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. Sunday School......9:45 a.m. Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship..11:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m. Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m. Evening Worshi'p 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Night Service ~ 6:30 p.m. Wed. Eve. Service  7:00 p.m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”
Pastor Keith Prather

www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett

Hwys 515 & 779
2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

Baptist Clanch
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday Schooal ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce
903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma

551 EastFM 2795 b

B4TIENE | D
S

Visit stjohnemory.org for

Mass times.

From Brookshires, go east

1.2 miles. Turn right onto

FM 2795

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45a.m.

nursery available

HWY. 275, 3 miles south
of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219

Wed. Bible Study

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. « P.O. Box 68

Morning WOFShip 11:00 am. Emory, TX 75440 9:4.15 am. ....... Su.nday Scho?l
sndybenng  620pm | | Psilmaassy | i et
WedneSday nght 7:00 p-m. Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m. ) B

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ~ 4:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

FIRST
BAPTIST
i CHURCH

e Point, TX

6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220

www.fbcpoint.com

7:00 p.m.

|

PN
M

Sunday

Sunday Morning

Small Groups 9:15am
Morning Worship 10:30am
Evening Worship 6:30 pm

ORY

@B APTISTHEEEIEXTD
Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor

Chris Henderson—Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education

On The Square
Corner Of North & Planters
Downtown Emory

903-473-3357
emorybaptist.org

Wednesday
Wed. Worship 6:30pm
(Adults, Youth, Children)

Choir Practice 6:30pm

Vi

www.bbcemory.org

<

Believers' =22

Baptist Church

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School ......... 9:15a.m.  Adult Bible Study ..... 6:30 p.m.
MorningWorship .... 10:30 a.m.  Student Ministry ...... 6:30 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen — Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

r

Pastor Rudy
and CJ Bond

Clarks Chapel Church of God

Our Mission and Vision is to help connect people toJesus

Come worship with us
Sundays - 10:45 am
Wednesdays - 7:00 pm

903-474-0027

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

http://clarkschapelcog.org/
|© http://www.facebook.com/clarkschapelcogemorytx

6345 FM-47 Point TX
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PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

The Rains County
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes  store
will be open Saturdays
in January from 8 am
- noon. Clothes sale is
open Mon.-Wed., 8
am-12 pm, and 1
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am
- noon on Thurs.

HOOTEN'’S HARD-
WARE, LLC
Browse our wide
selection of RV Parts
and Accessories. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-

473-8788.

Free Great Pyrenees, 2
years old, current on
heart worm medica-
tion, spayed. 903-
335-4077.

RENT/LEASE

RENTAL HOMES
AVAILABLE in Emory.
$1,350/mth & $1,200/
mth. Call 903-474-
4007.

2BR/1BA

Home,

$1,200/mth. $800/
dep., Point TX Ron
903-268-7089.
EAGLE INN
APARTMENTS
2-BR $726/mth. No
deposit!  Apply at
eagleinnapartments.

com.

RENT/LEASE

For Rent 3BR/2BA
manufactured home
on Duffy St., $1,300/
mth. Apply at eaglein
napartments.com.

For Rent 3BR/2BA
2023 house in Emory,
$1,900/mth.  903-
368-2028.

EMORY SELF STOR-
AGE, Hwy. 69S, 410
E. Lennon. Now offer-
ing climate-controlled
units. 903-474-9150,
903-348-5459.

ROHRAL REPAIR

Welding, machining —
all metals. Tractor
repair & Equipment
upgrades, mechanical,
electrical, broken
bolts, etc. Small jobs
are welcome! 903-
474-0899, 430-306-
4165, Emory, TX.

MCKENZIE LAKE
WORKS. Building
boathouses and docks
since 2001.  Steel/
metal bldgs., & home
remodeling. www.m-
ckenzielakeworks.
com. 903-269-6173.

HOOTEN’S HARD-

WARE, LLC
Has all your welding,
welding repair and
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy.
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

G&G GRAVEL. All
types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading,
free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett
903-268-6910.

DODSON AND SONS
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more.
903-259-8541. For
plumbing needs call
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

HOOTEN’S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten

Lawn maintenance,
sodding, landscaping,
tree trimming &
removal, retaining
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094.
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing,
hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates.
903-521-8506, free
estimates.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

Get your fence rows
spring ready now. The
roots of vegetation are
more accessible for
removal limiting future
regrowth with minimal
impact on wildlife
habitat. Affordable
pricing, Marvin 903-
348-4399, text please.

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured,
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize
in high risk removals.
Trimming, Removals,
Stumps.

HOOTEN’S LAWN &
TREE SERVICE, LLC.
Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards,
insured. LI0019094.
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

RAINS ISD NEEDS:
Custodian/Custodian
Substitutes, Bus Drivers/
Substitutes, Food Ser-
vice Employee/Substi-
tutes, Child Develop-
ment Center Employee/
Substitutes. Salary
based on experience.
$320/month of full-
time employee health
coverage paid. Apply
on-line at https://www.
rainsisd.org Equal
Employment Opportu-
nity.

OFFICE : 903-473-

108 Prosperity Plowy, Emory
FIRM NO: 10194233

5150

Residential
Commercial
Sales * Service

Installati

on
903-348-6170
9203-438-1970

Me=~_3H<OD

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

Here

5:00 P.M. TUESDAY

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN
THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER
SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
urges any prospective buyer to
verify with the manager at the
office, located on FM 1567, east
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex.,
or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is
available at the tract of land in
question.
Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

RAINS |.S.D. WILL HOLD ITS
ANNUAL PUBLIC HEARING
FOR THE DISCUSSION OF THE
ANNUAL TEXAS ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE REPORT. THE
HEARING WILL BE HELD
MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026 AT
6:30 PM. IN THE RAINS
SCHOOL  ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING AT THE REGULARLY
SCHEDULED BOARD MEET-
ING. THE PUBLIC IS INVITED
TO ATTEND.

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF RAINS

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

TO: UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL
PROPERTY; RESPONDENT, GREETINGS:

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY
EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO (DOES)
NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO ISSUED
THIS CITATION BY 10:00 AM ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING
THE EXPIRATION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS FROM AND AFTER
THE DATE OF ISSUANCE HEREOF, THE SAME BEING THE 3RD
DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2026, (WHICH IS THE RETURN DAY OF SUCH
CITATION) A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.

The PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION file by BILLY MIKE COOKE,
was filed in the 354TH DISTRICT COURT of Rains County, Texas on
the 3rd day of February, 2026, styled,

CAUSE NO. 12116
BILLY MIKE COOKE

-VS-

UNKNOWN OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE
SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY

The real property made the basis of this suit is described as follows:
80 ACRES, WILLIAM GARRETT SURVEY A-103; 1.1 ACRES
WILLIAM GARRETT SURVEY.

Plaintiff requests “TO ESTABLISH TITLE BY LIMITATIONS OF THE
SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY, IN FEE SIMPLE ABSOLUTE, INCLUD-
ING ALL OIL, GAS, AND OTHER MINERAL INTEREST IN AND
UNDER AND THAT MAY BE PRODUCED FROM THE SUBJECT
REAL PROPERTY.” as is more fully shown by Plaintiff’s Petition on
file in this suit.

The Court has authority in this suit to enter an order that will be bind-
ing on you.

ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF SAID
COURT, at office, this 3rd day of February, 2026.

LAURA PATE, DISTRICT CLERK
RAINS COUNTY, TEXAS
By: LAURA PATE, DISTRICT CLERK

UNKNOWN HEIRS AND
KNOWN HEIRS WHOSE
ADDRESSES CANNOT BE
ASCERTAINED

CITATION BY
PUBLICATION

TO THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
STEPHENS, TIMOTHY DON,
DECEASED — GREETINGS:

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED TO APPEAR BEFORE
THE COUNTY COURT OF
RAINS COUNTY, TEXAS AT
THE RAINS COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE ANNEX LOCATED AT
220 W. QUITMAN ST., EMORY,
TEXAS 75440. BY FILING A
WRITTEN CONTEST OR
ANSWER TO THE APPLICA-
TION FOR LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION AND FOR
DETERMINATION OF HEIR-
SHIP FILED BY BONNIE RUTH
STEPHENS, ON 02/03/2026 IN
CAUSE 3391 IN THE COUNTY
COURT OF RAINS COUNTY,
TEXAS AND BEING STYLED: IN
THE ESTATE OF TIMOTHY
DON STEPHENS, DECEASED
ON OR BEFORE THE MONDAY
NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPI-
RATION OF 10 DAYS FROM
THE DATE THIS CITATION WAS
PUBLISHED. BY THE APPLI-
CATION FOR LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION AND FOR
DETERMINATION OF HEIR-
SHIP, APPLICANT SEEKS THE
COURT TO DETERMINE AND
DECLARE THE HEIRS OF TIM-
OTHY DON STEPHENS,
DECEASED AND THEIR
INTERESTS IN SAID ESTATE.

ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER
MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID
COURT AT OFFICE IN EMORY,
TEXAS, THIS February 9, 2026.
Mandy Sawyer, County Clerk

Rains County, Texas
By: Molly Lennon

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF RAINS

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS OF C.A. DUCK DECEASED, UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF W.P. MCLEAN DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF J.E.
TURNS DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF I.S. COLES DECEASED,
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ROBERT TURNER DECEASED, UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF LELA TURNER DECEASED, UNKNOWN OF HEIRS H.R.
MONTGOMERY DECEASED AND UNKNOWN OWNERS OR
CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY;

RESPONDENT, GREETINGS:

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY
EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO (DOES)
NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO ISSUED
THIS CITATION BY 10:00 AM ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING
THE EXPIRATION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS FROM AND AFTER
THE DATE OF ISSUANCE HEREOF, THE SAME BEING THE 4
CONSECUTIVE WEEKS, (WHICH IS THE RETURN DAY OF SUCH
CITATION) A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.
IN ADDITION TO FILING A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK,
YOU MAY BE REQUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES TO
THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE DISCLOSURES
GENERALLY MUST BE MADE NO LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS
AFTER YOU FILE YOUR ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT
MORE AT TexasLawHelp.org.

The PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION file by IDA LAVELLE MIDDLE-
TON, was filed in the 354TH DISTRICT COURT of Rains County, Texas
on the 14th day of November, 2025, styled,

CAUSE NO. 12019
IDA LAVELLE MIDDLETON

-VS-

UNKNOWN HEIRS OF C.A. DUCK DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS
OF W.P. MCLEAN DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF J.E. TURNS
DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF I.S. COLES DECEASED,
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ROBERT TURNER DECEASED,
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF LELA TURNER DECEASED, UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF H.R. MONTGOMERY DECEASED, AND UNKNOWN
OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY

The real property made the basis of this suit is described as follows:
76 2 ACRES; JAMES MCMILLAN SURVEY.

Plaintiff requests “TITLE TO THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY IN FEE
SIMPLE ABSOLUTE, INCLUDING ALL OIL, GAS, AND OTHER MIN-
ERAL INTERESTS IN AND UNDER AND THAT MAY BE PRODUCED
FROM THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY BY ADVERSE POSSES-
SION.” as is more fully shown by Plaintiff’'s Petition on file in this suit.

The Court has authority in this suit to enter an order that will be bind-
ing on you.

ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF SAID
COURT, at office, this 20th day of January, 2026.

LAURA PATE, DISTRICT CLERK
RAINS COUNTY, TEXAS
By: MELISSA BUTLER, DEPUTY CLERK

Visit www.cbtw.com for
all your banking needs
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RAINS LADY CAT & WILDCAT BASKETBALL

Ladies co-district champs,

F "\.‘

Wildcats pus

h for playoffs
h

a4

e a |
Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Kenzy Thompson (12) slips through the Lady Patriot defense for a layup during
the 73-28 victory over Prairiland on Tuesday night, February 10, in Talkington Gym.

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat
varsity  basketball team
heads to the playoffs as
co-district champions of
District 12-3A, while the
Rains Wildcats continue
their push to the playoffs.

The Rains basketball
teams began their home
stand with games against
Mount Vernon on Friday,
February 6.

The Lady Cats kept the
Lady Tigers scoreless in the
first quarter and rolled to a
61-27 victory.

The Waildcats built an
early lead and held off a late
come back by the Tigers to
secure the win, 55-41.

On Tuesday, February 10,
the varsity girls team cele-
brated Senior Night with a
73-28 victory over the
Prairiland Lady Patriots.

Making the night even
more special, senior Kenzy
Thompson crossed the
1,000 points milestone for
her high school career.

The Wildcat’s winning
streak was halted by the
Patriots on Tuesday night,
49-41.

The Rains Lady Cats
finish the season 11-1 in
District 12-3A and 30-4
overall.

They remain the ninth
ranked team in Class 3A by
the Texas Association of
Basketball Coaches (TABC)
and eighth ranked team by

ELECT REPUBLICAN

JAY —
FORD

RAINS COUNTY JUDGE

My promise to voters is to listen, lead with
integrity, and always put the people
of Rains County first.

My initial top three priorities are:

* Honest, Transparent Government. Ensure honesty,

integrity, and transparency are at

the forefront of county operations by
improving two-way communication
and creating meaningful opportunities
for residents to be heard and their
concerns addressed.

* Responsible Growth and Change
Management. Establish effective and
thoughtful approaches to managing
growth and change in a way that
protects the values, property, and
quality of life that Rains County

residents cherish.

- Efficient, High-Quality County

Service. Focus on the quality and efficiency of
all county services while maintaining strong fiscal
discipline, adherence to approved budgets, and
responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars.

the Texas Girls Coaches
Association (TGCA).

The Rains Wildcats surge
to 4-6 in district and 11-17
for the season.

The Lady Cats will open
the Class 3A playoffs against
the Pottsboro Lady Cardi-
nals on Monday, February
16, in McKinney.

The Wildcats will travel
to Paris to take on the
Chisum Mustangs on Friday,
February 13.

They will wrap up the
regular season at home
against the Lone Oak Buf-
faloes on Tuesday, February
17.

As it is the last home
game, Rains will recognize
senior Wildcats before the
tipoff.

LUKE CLAYTON

Making Plans

I honestly think the plan-
ning stage of an upcoming
outdoor adventure is almost
as much fun as the outing
itself. A good case in point is
a fishing trip
I have
planned
later  this
week. When
you  have
been as
heavily
involved in
the outdoors
for as long as
I have been, it’s only natural
to make lots of friends that
share the same interests. It
seems the older I get the
more I find myself recon-
necting with friends that I
once spent a lot of time with.

One such friend is Donny
Rice. Well over a decade
ago, I fished and hunted
with Donny and his brother
Lawrance a great deal.
Donny lives only a short
drive from my home and
owns a big lake that com-
prises several hundred acres
connected to the Trinity
River via a feeder creek. The
bottomland is perfect habi-
tat for the wild hogs that I
love to hunt as well as some
bruiser river bottom white-
tail bucks. Through the
years, when the river has
gotten high, Donny’s big
private lake is stocked with
all sorts of fish, including
blue and channel catfish. I
used to fish the shallow
water in the spring for the
channel cats, concentrating
on the edge of cattails, using
a 12-foot crappie pole and
vertical dunking treble
hooks baited with cheese
bait into little openings in
the vegetation. 1 never
caught anything big but
loaded up on good eaters up
to about 5 pounds.

When targeting the larger
blue catfish, I often set out
ten or twelve jug lines baited
with cut bait. I've enjoyed
some great times watching
my jug line sets while drift
fishing with rod and reel.
The trick is to set the jugs

Luke Clayton
Outdoor Columnist

out from the shoreline the
direction the wind is coming
from and then stay within
sight as they drift several
hundred yards across the
lake. It’s exciting to watch
the jugs begin bouncing
around on the water’s sur-
face when a big blue catfish
is biting and then race across
the water when he takes the
bait.

I've been rigging my jug
line sets and have everything
ready for a fun winter’s day
of ‘jug fishing.” Another
great friend, Jeff Rice, who
produces “A Sportsmans
Life” our weekly TV show
on Carbon TV and
YouTube, will join us for the
festivities. Donny has a big
21-foot boat he has rigged
for fishing and I'm expecting
us to have a big time and
probably boat some good
eating catfish and possibly a
jumbo-size fish or two. I
remember catching some
blue catfish there years ago
that weighed up to around
thirty pounds. They ought to
be fifty pounders now! I plan
to bring some seasoned
cornmeal, a cast iron skillet
and cooking oil, everything
necessary for a quick shore-
line fish fry- might as well
make a memorable outing
out of our reunion!

I'm eagerly awaiting the
arrival of a new CVA short
barrel Cascade in 308 cal-
iber, which should be in later
this week. For several years,
I've been shooting the long
barrel version of the Cascade
in 6.5 PRC caliber and
topped with a Stealth Vision
scope, it shoots tight groups
much farther than I would
attempt to kill game. The
shorter barrel version should
be ideal for hunting hogs in
the woods as well as hunting
deer in more open country.
I've never owned a 308 but
I'm well aware of it’s effec-
tiveness as an all-around big
game caliber. The last time I
actually shot this caliber was
with a M14 back in the late
sixties and I wasn’t hunting
game animals.

Hi, I’'m Jay Ford

and I’m running for
Rains County Judge

My deer hunting is a wrap
for this season with the
possible exception of a late
season hunt on a friend’s
ranch in Kaufman County
who still has several buck
permits to fill. On many
managed land ranches, we
have until the end of the
month to fill the permits.
Next week, I have a hunt
planned in Red River
County just a few miles from
where [ was raised on Mr.
Bart Payne’s Friendswood
Ranch near Bogota. I know
the area well and grew up
hunting the hardwood and
pine forests in the northern
part of the county. The
Friendswood is managed for
trophy deer and like many
areas, it has a wild hog
population that needs to be
thinned. This should be a
great opportunity to get to
know my new rifle and
spend a couple days with a
new friend. Hopefully some
fresh pork chops from the
wild will be icing on the
cake!

Creek fishing is the next
big fishing event. I've had
some excellent reports of
crappie already moving up
into the feeder creeks to
spawn. Water temperature
dictates when crappie move
shallow and the recent
warming trend has triggered
the early stage of this annual
push to the shallows. Catch-
ing can be fast and furious
when big schools of crappie
pack a creek and tactics are
basic. I've had great luck
through the years with a
white or chartreuse/white jig
set about a foot under a
floater. I try to make long
casts and fish parallel to the
creek bank. A few cranks of
the reel handle allowing the
bait to pause, and sometimes
a jiggle of the rod is all it
takes to trigger a strike and
other times a steady retrieve
is best.

Listen to Luke's weekly
podcast, Catfish Radio with
Luke Clayton and friends
just about everywhere pod-
casts are found.

| grew up in a small, rural community in northwest Louisiana—

not much different from Rains County. My family raised cattle and
horses, worked hay fields, and lived the kind of life where you learn the
value of hard work, honesty, and taking care of your neighbors. That’s
a big part of why Rains County feels like home to me.

In 2018, my wife Deborah and | bought a small farm in Emory
as a weekend retreat. Then COVID happened, and like many folks,
our plans changed. Before long, we were spending most of our time

here, and in early 2022 we bought the house and property next door,
officially making Rains County our full-time home. We’re proud to be
part of this community. Deborah and | have two sons and daughters-

in-law, and five grandchildren—two of whom attend Rains ISD.

Please reach out and let’s talk.

JayFord4Judge@gmail.com

Paid for by the Jay Ford Campaign

After high school, | graduated from Louisiana Tech University
with a degree in Business Management, focusing on supply chain,

business law, and statistics. | spent 18 years in leadership roles in

telecommunications manufacturing, followed
by more than 20 years in executive positions
in logistics and warehousing. Most recently,
I’ve served as a Senior Executive Advisor

to the Postmaster General of the United
States in Washington, DC. Through all of this,
I’ve learned how to manage budgets, lead
teams, solve problems, and make thoughtful,
responsible decisions—skills that | believe
are critical for running our county effectively.

What matters most to me, though, is
integrity. | believe county leadership should
be honest, transparent, and accountable to
the people it serves. | know many residents
feel like their voices haven’t always been

heard. As county judge, | will work to change that by creating

opportunities for open communication and making sure decisions are
clear, well-explained, and made with the best interests of our citizens
in mind.

I love this community and want to help prepare Rains County

for a strong, successful future—while keeping the small-town values
that make it special. | truly want to hear from you. Whether you’re part

of a church group, a business, a civic organization, a neighborhood, or

just an individual with something on your mind, I’d love to listen.



