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Wed., Jan. 21  . . . . . . .  0.09 in.
Fri., Jan. 23  . . . . . . . . .  0.75 in.
Sat., Jan. 24  . . . . . . . .  0.03 in.
Sun., Jan. 25   .  3.00 in. (snow)
Total for Jan.   . . . . . . .  1.23 in.
Year to date  . . . . . . . .  1.23 in.

RAINS COUNTY

Commissioners 
consider abortion 

ban, library oversight
By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commissioners 
Court considered an ordinance con-
cerning abortion and recommendations 
for the Rains County Library during the 
regular meeting on Thursday, January 
22.

The court heard a presentation from 
Mark Leed Dickson of Sanctuary City 
for the Unborn on an ordinance being 
considered by the court to prevent 
Rains County from becoming a staging 
area for abortions performed in other 
states. The founder of the organization 
gave a history of the organization and 
the legality of the ordinance.

Dickson stated that similar ordi-
nances had been adopted by 15 coun-
ties and 76 cities in Texas. He noted 
that the ordinance would not have tra-
ditional law enforcement, but would 
empower private citizens to sue anyone 
who performs abortions or assists some-
one in obtaining one.

When the item was to be considered 

EAST TAWAKONI

Council creates 
planning committee, 

donates vehicle
By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The East Tawakoni City Council 
held a regular meeting on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 20, to consider plans for a police 
department building and vehicle.

During the meeting, the council was 
presented with a quote to draw up specs 
for a new police department building. 
The department has resided in a rented 
building next to the city library for sev-
eral years after their building was 
deemed uninhabitable. The current fa-
cility costs the city around $2,000 a 
month.

The company would design the 
building specs so the city could move 
forward with construction on the city 
property on Hwy. 276. A motion was 
made by Councilwoman Terry Rose to 
approve the quote and seconded by 
Councilman Chuck Moore.

During discussion before the final 
vote, Councilman John Disch stated 
that an overall plan for the property 
should be determined as there are plans 

SPOTLIGHT

Rachel Hooten is a Missouri native who is falling in love with Point
By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Rachel Hooten was born and raised in 
Warrington, Missouri, and met husband, 
Todd, when she was working in a hotel 
and he was working for Coca Cola in the 
area. They fell in love, got married and 
ended up in Point to be near Todd’s fam-
ily. She said they have lived here for 15 
years and that she worked as a secretary 
for Todd the first 12 of those years help-
ing with taxing and insurance. She and 
her husband are now big on gardening 
and hanging out, taking care of their par-
ents and doing what they can for the com-
munity. 

The couple’s biggest love is growing 
vegetables and donating them to Good 
Samaritans in the summer. Their flower 
and vegetable gardens are large and in-
clude sunflowers and vegetables such as 

purple hull peas, black-eyed peas, pinto 
beans, cucumbers, squash, tomatoes, cel-
ery, corn, zucchini and okra. In cooler 
weather treasures of beautiful, outdoor, 
seasonal wood-workings they have made 
decorate the front yard. They include 
scary, but funny, Halloween designs, a 
colorful turkey, a tall Christmas tree that 
lights up, and Father Time with his 
curved, single-handed sickle. Hooten also 
finds time to serve as a member of the 
Point Ladies Civic Club.

“I work with the Point Ladies Civic 
Club and love all the women in the orga-
nization,” said Hooten. “They like what I 
do when I add a little creativity at our 
meetings including providing worksheets 
to do together, bringing flower seeds and 
giving them information about them. I 
also share my baking. My mother-in-law 
tried to get me to take part in the club 
early on, but I was shy, had boys to raise 

and then grandkids. I joined about two-
and-a-half years ago and take care of en-
tertainment.”

Hooten said a lot is changing at the 
civic club. Members are temporarily 
meeting at First Baptist Church of Point, 
and since they don’t have to spend money 
on their old building, they can fund more 
scholarships for kids. They are thinking of 
new ways to raise funds.

Hooten said that her husband is a Steel 
engineer that installs pharmaceutical and 
food and beverage assembly systems. He 
prefers to describe his work as “sanitary 
stainless” because he makes those pro-
cesses and systems sanitary. (Imagine the 
systems that bottle milk or Dr. Pepper.)

Hooten says that one of her hobbies is 
a big passion for taking pictures of nature 
and exploring facts about insects, ani-

Rachel Hootensee SPOTLIGHT on page 2

Fire and Ice

Weekend of freezing temperatures, precipitation causes local closures
By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

Wintry weather in Rains County 
over the weekend resulted in closures 
of schools and businesses, warnings 
from state officials and a disaster decla-
ration for the county.

Temperatures in the county 
dropped to 24 degrees on Friday night, 
January 23, and did not move above 
freezing until Tuesday, January 27. 
Recorded lows over the weekend were 
24, 14, 11, 15 and 22 degrees while 
highs reached 27, 21 and 30 for Satur-
day, Sunday and Monday, respec-
tively.

In conjunction with the colder tem-
peratures, county residents saw rain on 
Saturday, January 24, that transitioned 
to sleet, freezing rain and some snow 

through Sunday, January 25. Unoffi-
cial totals show that the county re-
ceived about two inches of snow and 
sleet from the event.

In preparation for the winter 
weather event, Rains County Judge 
Brent Hilliard signed a local disaster 
declaration for the county on Friday, 
January 23, for up to seven days to 
open resources to county officials to 
protect the county’s residents.

The hazardous conditions that de-
veloped on Saturday night led to most 
churches in the county to cancel ser-
vices for the safety of their members.

These same conditions had local of-
ficials cancel classes for Rains ISD on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
January 26 through January 28. The 
county and city offices had closures 
and delayed openings for the safety of 

employees and residents.
No major utility failures were re-

ported in the county, but one water 
service experienced a pump issue that 
was quickly corrected. A few residents 
did experience loss of power, but ser-
vice was restored promptly.

Several businesses in the county 
closed for the weekend out of an abun-
dance of caution and some opened 
later in the day, but closed early to 
avoid dangerous roads.

No tragedies have been reported in 
the county due to the weather, but 
some local residents were affected by 
tragedies in surrounding areas.

The forecast for the county predicts 
highs staying above freezing while lows 
will continue to move below freezing 
through next week.

RAINS COUNTY

Last day to register to vote in primaries is Monday
By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The last day for Rains County resi-
dents to register to vote in the March 3 
primaries is Monday, February 2.

Local races in the upcoming primary 
include Brent Hilliard and Jay Ford 
seeking election to be Rains County 
Judge.

The election for Commissioner of 
Precinct 2 has five candidates including 
Bill McBride, John Hill, Pat O’Donnell, 

Eric Christian and Jim Jones.
Incumbent Lori Northcutt, Dustin 

Briggs and Dennis Wagner are seeking 
to be elected as Commissioner for 
Precinct 4.

The office of Rains County Justice of 
the Peace will have two candidates, 
Tony Ingram and William Douglas.

State and federal level races for rep-
resentation of Rains County include 
the redrawn 32nd Congressional Dis-
trict, U.S. Senator for Texas, Governor 
and Texas House District 5.

Early voting in the party primaries 
will begin on February 17 and end on 
February 27. An application for a ballot 
by mail must be received at the local 
election office by February 20.

The Party Primary election will be 
held on March 3 with the general elec-
tion to be held on November 3.

For more information on local elec-
tions, contact the Rains County Elec-
tion office at 903-473-5009 or email 
lisa.kneifl@co.rains.tx.us.

see COMMISSIONERS on page 2

see ET on page 2

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Cody Beaver uses a propane torch to melt ice covering the sidewalk at the entrance of Commercial Bank of Texas in Emory on 
Tuesday morning, January 27. The area began thawing Tuesday; however, Rains ISD and some businesses remained closed.



NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday 
in the building behind the 
public library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-

Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m. 
Hours for Thursday are 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will 
be open every Saturday in 
February from 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Funds go to buy food 
for the needy and to operate 
the center.

Rains County 
Republican Meeting

Rains County Republi-
cans will hold their monthly 
meeting on Thursday, Janu-
ary 29, at 6:30 p.m., at Roma 
Restaurant, 2450 FM 47, 
Point.

Candidate Meet & 
Greet Sat. Jan. 31 

A Candidate Meet & 
Greet will be held on Satur-
day, January 31, from 11:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m., at the 
House of Prayer - McClana-
han Family Life Center 
located at 1382 FM 515, 
Emory. The format will be a 
relaxed, come-and-go event 
where citizens can meet and 
ask questions of the candi-
dates looking to serve the 
community.

Tax season is here, but 
you still have time to make 
smart moves that may 

lighten your 
2025 tax 
burden.

C o n -
tributing to 
an IRA is 
one of the 
most popu-
lar strate-
gies. For 

2025, you can contribute up 
to $7,000, or $8,000 if you’re 
50 or older. Traditional IRA 

contributions may be tax-
deductible, while Roth IRAs 
offer tax-free growth.

If you have a high-de-
ductible health plan, con-
sider a Health Savings 
Account. These provide 
triple tax benefits: first, 
contributions reduce taxable 
income, second, growth is 
tax-free and finally with-
drawals for qualified medical 
expenses aren’t taxed. Limits 
for 2025 are $4,300 for 
individuals and $8,550 for 
families, plus an additional 

$1,000 if you’re 55 or older.
Are you self-employed? A 

retirement plan known as a 
SEP IRA lets you contribute 
up to 25 percent of compen-
sation, capped at $70,000.

Consult a tax professional 
to find the best options for 
your situation – and act 
before April 15.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor in Emory at 903-
473-1592.

Tax-saving moves you can still make for 2025

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

to construct more city build-
ings on the site. A general 
plan would help avoid inter-
ference of future plans while 
constructing the police sta-
tion.

Councilman Ken Reed 
shared his experience with 
the construction of the 
church he attends and sug-
gested the city form a com-
mittee for planning of the 
property.

Council members won-
dered if the city would be in 
trouble for chosing someone 
to design the police station 
without soliciting bids for the 
project.

Mayor Harold Chandler 
asked if the previous motion 
would be amended to table 
the quote and form a build-
ing committee. No amend-
ment was offered.

A new motion was made 
to form a building committee 
of citizens and city officials to 
create a comprehensive plan 
for the city property and that 
motion was seconded.

With two motions on the 
table, Chandler asked for 
council to vote on which 

motion should get the vote 
and the second option was 
selected on a 3-2 vote.

The motion to form the 
committee and bring a plan 
to the next meeting passed 
on a 4-1 vote with Moore 
voting against the motion.

East Tawakoni Chief of 
Police Rick South brought a 
proposal to the city to 
donate a 2016 Ford police 
car to the Rains County 
Constables office. The vehi-
cle had been taken out of 
service by the department 
and it could be used by the 
constable’s office for its 
deputy.

South noted that the 
constable’s office does plenty 
of work within the city as 
well as the county. The 
proposal was unanimously 
approved by the council.

South presented two 
annual reports to the council 
on asset forfeiture and racial 
profiling. Both reports were 
reviewed by the council and 
no action was taken.

Council members 
reviewed a proposal to divide 
a lot in the city into two 

separate lots. The separation 
was unanimously granted 
with Reed abstaining as it 
was his property.

The council approved the 
recommendation of the city’s 
planning and zoning com-
mittee to rezone the residen-
tial property at 2175 Hwy. 
276 to commercial. They 
approved an agreement with 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation for the tem-
porary closure of a lane on 
the Two-Mile Bridge for the 
annual race in May.

Council members 
approved a motion to not tax 
personal vehicles and to 
close two certified deposits at 
the bank and place the 
money in the account for the 
yearly payment of the city’s 
bonds.

All council members were 
present for the regular meet-
ing.

The City of East 
Tawakoni has scheduled the 
next meeting of the city 
council for Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers of East 
Tawakoni City Hall.

ET
Continued from page 1

by commissioners, several 
people spoke for and against 
the ordinance. The court 
decided to table the ordi-
nance until it could be read 
by the commissioners and to 
seek legal council.

Rains County Librarian 
Bernadette Thompson 
appeared before the court 
with a proposal to subscribe 
to a book rating system for 
parents. She stated that she 
planned to create a commit-
tee in the Library Advisory 
Board to read books and 
make recommendations for 
the library.

The commissioners court 
unanimously approved the 
subscription to Common 
Sense Media for the library 
and the recommended 
appointments to the library’s 
advisory board.

The court considered 
overtime pay for jailers that 
occurred for the transport of 
inmates and supervision of 
inmates in the hospital. The 

overtime was unanimously 
approved.

The county unanimously 
accepted a donated patrol 
vehicle from the City of East 
Tawakoni for the constable’s 
office and approved the 
constable’s surety bond. 
They approved a contract 
with Linda Roberts to man-
age the county’s evidence 
room.

Commissioners were pre-
sented with proposals to 
vacate CR 1465 and CR 
1423 from the county’s road 
system. Neither road has 
received any maintenance in 
over 15 years and one has 
been a gated driveway for 
over 20 years.

The court tabled action 
on both roads until they 
received signed approval for 
the closure from every prop-
erty owner affected by the 
roads.

Commissioners passed 
resolutions to apply for 
grants for the county jail, a 

county gun range, vehicles 
for the sheriff’s department, 
neighborhood safety pro-
gram and a rural ambulance.

The court unanimously 
approved a motion to send 
letters to collect taxes from 
short-term rentals in the 
county.

The court entered into a 
closed session for 25 minutes 
to discuss a personnel mat-
ter, and took no action upon 
returning to open session.

Speakers in the open 
forum asked for the county 
to provide oversight over the 
City of Point, discussed 
events for the county and 
praised the candidate forum.

All commissioners were 
present for the regular meet-
ing.

The next regular meeting 
of the Rains County Com-
missioners Court is sched-
uled for Thursday, February 
12, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
courtroom of the Rains 
County Courthouse.

COMMISSIONERS
Continued from page 1

mals, plants, the sky, etc. She 
and Todd love exploring the 
outdoors and learning how 
living things thrive. The 
couple travels at least once a 
year to Missouri to see her 
mother. While there she 
loves to go to the creek and 
to be with her mother. 
Hooten likes crafting - 
especially sewing.

The next meeting of the 
Point Ladies Civic Club will 
take place on Thursday, 
February 5, at First Baptist 
Church of Point. This is the 
82nd year of service by the 
club. Meetings begin at 6:00 
p.m.

SPOTLIGHT
Continued from page 1

RAINS COUNTY

State commission lifts suspension of JP Franklin
By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct has lifted 
the suspension of Rains 
County Justice of the Peace 
Robert Jenkins Franklin with 
an order released on Tues-
day, January 27.

The commission’s deci-
sion follows the dismissal of 
all felony charges in the 8th 
District Court against 
Franklin on November 21, 
2025.

Franklin had been sus-
pended by the commission 
without pay since June 5, 
2025 after a grand jury 
indicted him on two charges 
of tampering with a witness 
and two charges of official 
oppression.

In December, Commis-
sion Executive Director 
Jacqueline Habersham clari-
fied that the suspension of 
Franklin remained in effect 
because the misdemeanor 
charge had occurred within 
a courthouse office and still 

constituted "official miscon-
duct" under the Texas Con-
stitution.

The order issued Tuesday, 
signed by Commission Chair 
Gary L. Steel, signals that 
the 13-member body has 
completed its review of the 
final judgment and deter-
mined that the suspension is 
no longer necessary.

Franklin’s term as Justice 
of the Peace for Rains 
County will end in Decem-
ber 31, 2026, when his term 
expires.
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CITY GIRL
Stranded!

By Linda Brendle

The cruise was a dream I 
didn’t know I had until I was 
asked at church one morning 
if I was going on the upcom-
ing “girl cruise.” My answer 

was “proba-
bly not,” but 
after a little 
bit of 
thought, I 
asked my 
l o n g t i m e 
friend Mary 
if she wanted 
to go on an 
adventure - 

and the rest, as they say, is 
history.

The ship, with its 19 decks 
and countless eateries, 
drinkeries, shops, and enter-
tainment venues was a bit 
overwhelming. We had an 
app on our phones that 
tracked our location and 
gave us visual and verbal 
directions to wherever we 
wanted to go. But directions 
were given in nautical terms, 
and port and starboard can 
vary, depending on whether 
the elevator you’re riding is 
facing fore or aft. But the 
crew, of which there were 
many, were ready and willing 
to give directions when 
asked.

We took three land 
excursions, one at each port 
of call. We saw Aztec and 
Mexican dancing, heard 
mariachi music, had an 
authentic Mexican lunch, 
and learned about many 
types of tequila. We went on 
a very cold, wet, wildlife river 
boat ride, where we saw 
several dolphin fins, a couple 
of Manatee noses, lots of 
birds and iguanas, and one 
lonely monkey. This one 
would’ve been a lot more fun 

if the sun had been out. We 
took a bus tour that stopped 
at a butterfly and small 
animal garden, an arbore-
tum, and a couple of shop-
ping areas.

The dining alone was 
worth the trip. The choices 
ranged from an amazing 
buffet, which was open 
around 18 hours a day and 
offered food for every taste, 
to fine dining where they 
placed your napkin in your 
lap for you. There were cafés, 
bistros, a sandwich shop, a 
gelato bar, and much more.

And there was entertain-
ment! The Piazza featured 
musicians of all kinds and a 
dance floor for exercising, 
dance contest and lessons, 
and making special memo-
ries with your sweetheart. 
The Princess Theatre offered 
shows that included magic, 
music, and Broadway-style 
singing and dancing. Smaller 
venues featured comedians, 
combos, lounge singers, and 
educational classes and lec-
tures.

There were also MANY 
places where you could 
spend your money. Whether 
you were in the market for 
fine art, expensive jewelry, or 
a souvenir T-shirt, you could 
find what you wanted. All 
you needed to do was give 
them your room number. 
Easy! Until the bill appeared 
on your cruise account at the 
end of the trip.

The cruise seemed at 
times like it could go on 
forever. But early Sunday 
morning it came to an end. 
Our “girl group“ assembled 
on the Piazza where, instead 
of music and dancing, there 
were groups like ours, rolling 
small carry-ons or shoulder-
ing backpacks, and waiting 

to be called to go down to 
the deck where our larger 
bags had been gathered the 
night before. We breezed 
through customs. Because of 
facial recognition, we didn’t 
even have to pull out our 
passports. We walked out 
into the weather I had seen 
from our balcony to wait for 
our ride.

I didn’t get to see Ronnie 
on our return trip, but it was 
so wet and windy and cold 
that I didn’t care. All I 
wanted was to climb inside a 
vehicle where the wind and 
rain couldn’t get to me. I was 
beginning to thaw by the 
time we arrived at the park-
ing garage where we had left 
our cars. We quickly trans-
ferred our luggage and were 
on the road – but not 
homeward bound.

The news had reached us 
while we were still at sea that 
Emory was iced in and 
basically shut down. Some of 
our group made reservations 
for the night in hotels south 
of Houston, but Jackie 
arranged for the three of us 
to stay with her son in 
Laporte. We only planned to 
stay one day, but after Mon-
day morning consultations 
with husbands and others, 
we decided to wait until 
Tuesday. So here we are – 
stranded – reading, writing, 
playing games and doing 
laundry. We had a wonderful 
adventure, but now we’re 
ready to get back home to 
our real lives with the ones 
we love and our own pillows!

Linda Brendle writes a weekly 
column for Believers’ Baptist 
Church. She is a published author 
and also writes about caregiving, 
faith, and family on her blog at http:/
/ w w w . L i f e A f t e r C a r e g i v i n g .
WordPress.com. You can e-mail her 
at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader

correspondent

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Power grid holds up during wintry blast

The electricity grid that 
covers most of Texas was 
holding up as of Sunday 
during the latest winter 
storm, although localized 

power out-
ages were 
reported in 
Deep East 
Texas and far 
West Texas.

The Elec-
tric Reliabil-
ity Council of 
Texas dash-
board indi-

cated demand was running 
comfortably below available 
capacity. As of Sunday, more 
than 128,000 customers were 
without power, according to 
poweroutage.us, with the most 
being reported in Nacog-
doches, Cherokee, and Rusk 
counties.

“Based on expected 
weather conditions, ERCOT 
anticipates there will be 
sufficient generation to meet 
demand,” a spokesperson for 
the Electric Reliability Coun-
cil of Texas said. “ERCOT 
will continue to deploy all 
available resources to manage 
the grid reliably and coordi-
nate closely with the Public 
Utility Commission, genera-
tion providers, and transmis-
sion utilities.”

Gov. Greg Abbott issued a 
disaster declaration just prior 

to the storm for 134 Texas 
counties to ensure adequate 
resources were available to 
Texans.

Crockett, Talarico hold 
first debate

U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crock-
ett and state Rep. James 
Talarico both presented 
themselves as fighters during 
their first debate in the 
Democratic primary for the 
U.S. Senate, held in George-
town last Saturday. The two 
are competing to face the 
GOP primary winner. Incum-
bent U.S. Sen. John Cornyn 
faces challengers Texas 
Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton and U.S. Rep. Wesley 
Hunt.

The two Democrats 
debated for an hour, The 
Texas Tribune reported. 
Crockett pitched herself as a 
political brawler who could 
expand the electorate, while 
Talarico emphasized his 
Christian faith and record 
fighting “tooth and nail” in 
the Texas House.

Data centers could 
strain water supply

A new report says the 
boom in data centers across 
Texas could consume nearly 
3 percent of the state’s water 
by 2030, the Houston Chron-

icle reported. The Houston 
Advanced Research Center 
found the data centers, used 
to power artificial intelli-
gence, used 25 billion gallons 
of water in 2025. That 
amount could increase to 161 
billion gallons annually by 
2030.

The Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas has already 
been warning that the data 
centers, which also require 
vast amounts of electricity, 
could potentially strain the 
state’s power grid. ERCOT 
oversees most of the state’s 
power grid.

“The data center surge 
presents a unique challenge 
that requires immediate 
attention,” said HARC Presi-
dent John Hall. An estimated 
575 data centers are already 
in place, concentrated in 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Austin, 
Houston and San Antonio.

Texas lawmakers last year 
passed a law setting up a $20 
billion water fund, with $1 
billion disbursed annually 
starting in 2027 for infrastruc-
ture, after an initial allocation 
of $2.5 billion.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association
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The Whole Armor of God
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of 
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as 
shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel 
of peace.

Ephesians 6:10-15

M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H

We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.

One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 • EmoryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 SH 276 • Emory

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns II
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795
903-473-5116

Visit stjohnemory.org for
Mass times.
From Brookshires, go east 
1.2 miles. Turn right onto 
FM 2795

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. • P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 4:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 • 903-459-3219

Daugherty
Baptist Church
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Point, TX

9:45 a.m. …….. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220
www.fbcpoint.com

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

On The Square

Corner Of North & Planters

Downtown Emory

903-473-3357

emorybaptist.org

Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor

Chris Henderson—Minister of Music & Sr. Adults

Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Morning Wed. Worship 6:30pm

Small Groups 9:15am (Adults, Youth, Children)

Morning Worship 10:30am Choir Practice 6:30pm

Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Believers'
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School  ......... 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study  .....  6:30 p.m.

MorningWorship  .... 10:30 a.m. Student Ministry  ......  6:30 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen — Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

Dear Savvy Senior,
To avoid any future health 

care surprises, can you tell me 
what original 
M e d i c a r e 
doesn’t cover 
in 2026?

New Benefi-
ciary

Dear Ben-
eficiary,

It’s a great 
q u e s t i o n . 

While original Medicare 
(Part A and B) covers a wide 
array of health care services 
after you turn 65, it doesn’t 
cover everything.

If you need or want cer-
tain services that aren’t 
covered, you’ll have to pay 
for them yourself unless you 
have other insurance, or you 
enroll in a Medicare Advan-
tage health plan, which may 
provide some additional 
benefits.

Here’s a look at some 
commonly needed medical 
services that original Medi-
care doesn’t pick up the tab 
for.

Most dental care: Rou-
tine dental care including 
checkups, cleanings, x-rays, 
fillings, root canals, tooth 
extractions and dentures are 
not covered by original 
Medicare.

Routine vision care:
Medicare does not cover 
routine eye exams, eyeglasses 
and contact lenses (except 
following cataract surgery), 
but tests, treatments and 
surgeries for medical eye 
diseases like cataracts, glau-
coma and macular degenera-
tion are covered.

Hearing aids: Original 
Medicare will not pay for 
hearing exams or hearing 
aids but may cover a hearing 

and balance exam if your 
doctor determines it’s neces-
sary.

Prescription drugs:
Medicare (Part A and B) 
doesn’t provide coverage for 
outpatient prescription 
drugs, but you can buy a 
separate Part D prescription-
drug policy that does.

Alternative medicine:
Acupuncture (except to 
treat low back pain), chiro-
practic services (except to 
correct a vertebral subluxa-
tion of the spine), and other 
types of alternative or com-
plementary care are not 
covered by Medicare.

Cosmetic surgery: Most 
cosmetic procedures are not 
covered, however, if the 
surgery is due to an injury or 
deformity, it might pay. For 
example, Medicare will 
cover a breast prosthesis for 
breast cancer survivors.

Foot care: Medicare does 
not cover most routine foot 
care, like the cutting or 
removing of corns, calluses 
and toenails. But they do 
cover medically necessary 
podiatrist services for foot 
problems like hammertoes, 
bunion and heel spurs, along 
with exams, treatments and 
therapeutic shoes or inserts if 
you have diabetic foot prob-
lems.

Long-term care: Nursing 
home care and assisted living 
facilities are not covered by 
Medicare. But Medicare will 
help pay up to 100 days of 
skilled nursing or rehabilita-
tion care immediately follow-
ing a hospital stay of three or 
more days.

Personal home care: If 
you need to hire help for 
bathing, dressing or getting 
out of bed, Medicare typi-
cally won’t cover these costs 

either, unless you are home-
bound and are also receiving 
skilled nursing care. House-
keeping services, such as 
shopping, meal preparation 
and cleaning are not covered 
either unless you are receiv-
ing hospice care.

Adult diapers: Medicare 
does not cover the cost of 
adult diapers or other incon-
tinence supplies. These 
items are considered to be 
for personal hygiene rather 
than medical treatment.

Overseas coverage: In 
most cases, health care 
outside of the United States 
is not covered by Medicare 
except for very limited cir-
cumstances – such as on a 
cruise ship within six hours 
of a U.S. port.

The best way to find out 
what original Medicare cov-
ers is to talk to your health 
care provider, visit Medicare.
gov/coverage and type in your 
test, item or service, or 
download the Medicare 
“What’s covered” app on the 
App Store or Google Play.

Also keep in mind that 
even if Medicare covers a 
service or item, they don’t 
pay 100 percent of the cost. 
You will have to pay a 
monthly Part B premium 
(which is $202.90 for most 
beneficiaries in 2026) and 
unless you have supplemen-
tal insurance, you’ll have to 
pay your annual deductibles 
and copayments too. How-
ever, most preventive ser-
vices are covered 100 per-
cent by Medicare with no 
copays or deductibles.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
What Medicare Won’t Pay For in 2026

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department released 
the following information for 
Lake Fork and Lake 
Tawakoni taken on January 
21:

Fork: Good. Normal 
stain; 51 degrees; 3.16 feet 
below pool. The morning 
bass bite is still slow, but 
picks up midday to evening. 
Boat houses with brush are 
fair with Texas rigs or Viper 
XP Jigs in 4-12 feet. Square 
bills and lipless crankbaits on 
around and flats with a ditch 
or channel running through 
it in 4-7 feet. Viper XP Jigs 
or Texas rigs also fair on big 
wood next to these channels 
4-8 feet.

Black bass are moving up 
and down as the weather 
permits. Warm days can be 
very productive in shallows 
in the backs of creeks and 
coves. Try streamers in red 
and white fished 1 to 6 feet 
deep. Crappie are being 
caught in as shallow as 1 feet 
of water in the backs of 

creeks with a small clear 
clouser.

Lake Fork crappie fishing 
is in a full winter pattern and 
fishing is great. Lots of fish 
stacked up on deep main 
lake timber in 35-60 feet. 
You can still find some 
crappie on brush piles in 
18-25 feet. There are some 
crappie on bridges and tire 
reefs. Crappie are also on 
some main lake points and 
ledges in 18-32 feet relating 
to the bottom or small 
stumps. Lots of patterns are 
working for catching loads of 
crappie this winter. The bite 
has also been strong this 
winter. Minnows, hand tied 
jigs and soft plastics are all 
producing very well. You can 
drop straight down to fish on 
calm wind days or pitch to 
fish if the winds and waves 
have picked up.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 53 degrees; 
2.01 feet below pool. Lake 
Tawakoni has been warmer 
than normal, so fishing con-

ditions have been atypical 
for the season. However, this 
is about to change as this 
arctic weather hits this 
weekend. The hybrid, striper 
and white bass bite is some-
what slow. We are seeing 
medium sized white bass on 
main lake points in 30-35 
feet on jogging spoons and 
flukes. The eating sized blue 
catfish bite is great with easy 
limits on punch bait in 35-45 
feet. The trophy catfish bite 
is good in 20-30 feet of water 
on fresh cut bait. We have 
not seen fish over 60 pounds 
in a few weeks, but 20-50 
pound fish are being caught. 
The crappie have been slow, 
but there is a steady bite at 
the 2 mile bridge on min-
nows and jigs. Fish are 
suspended 17-24 feet over 
30-35 feet of water. Large-
mouth bass bite improved 
after the big warm up on soft 
plastics on shallow ledges 
and ends of docks. Y’all stay 
warm!

FISHING REPORT

Four Thieves’ Vinegar – 
Fire Cider for Health

“Health is not valued till 
sickness comes.”

Thomas Fuller

With the peak pestilence 
of the cold and flu season 

upon us, it 
m i g h t 
behoove us 
to prepare. It 
is no fun to 
be sick. 
Recently I 
s t u m b l e d 
upon an 
ancient pre-
v e n t a t i v e , 
said to boost 

the immune system and give 
your body a superhuman 
protective shield. And the 
story behind it is too com-
pelling not to share. Here it 
is…

During the mid-14th 
century, Europe experienced 
perhaps the worst pandemic 
in human history. Over 50 
million people perished from 
the bubonic plague, or the 
Black Death as it is often 
called. The plague was one 
of the most significant events 
in human history.

During this time, in the 
French port city of Mar-
seilles, four friends who 
worked the shipyards there 
had an idea. They launched 
a diabolical, yet profitable 
criminal enterprise after 
noticing something strange.

During the day these 
friends labored within the 
bowels of a seaside ware-
house that processed herbs 
and spices from abroad. 
Every evening, they stum-
bled home from work cov-
ered in spice dust. And, as 
the plague-ridden dead bod-
ies of their fellow townspeo-
ple were stacked like fire-
wood, with many more sick 
and dying all around them, 
they remained healthy. They 
didn’t get sick. The dreaded 
Black Death didn’t seem to 
affect them at all. The four 
friends realized that covered 
in herbs and spices, they 
were apparently protected 
from sickness. And this pro-
vided them with a profitable 
criminal opportunity too 
tempting to pass up.

These friends went into 
business looting the infected 

homes of the dead. When a 
family succumbed to the 
plague, they promptly 
showed up at the empty 
residence to steal what they 
could. Either fearless or 
foolish, they worked ignoring 
the danger and never got 
sick. At some point, it is 
believed they began also 
making a tonic with their 
herbs and spices and ingest-
ing it. The friends, covered 
in spice dust and drinking 
their spicy herbal concoc-
tion, looted and lived.

All good things must 
come to an end (or in this 
case, bad things), and the 
friends, now thieves were 
arrested for their crimes and 
faced death by hanging. The 
judge in their case, aware of 
their apparent immunity to 
the disease around them, 
made the thieves an offer 
they couldn’t refuse. In 
exchange for their secret 
plague-protection recipe, 
their lives would be spared. 
The thieves quickly coughed 
up their secret, were 
released, and went on to live 
honorable and upright lives, 
we assume.

The four thieves’ recipe, 
sometimes called Fire Cider, 
has been passed down for 
generations. The recipe does 
vary some, depending on 
your source. But essentially it 
is apple cider vinegar infused 
with various toe-curling 
extracts, spices, and anti-
microbial herbs.

The 20th century French 
physician and world-
renowned aromatherapist 
Jean Valnet is thought to 
have most closely re-created 
the original Four Thieves’ 
recipe. It includes some 
interesting ingredients like 
wormwood, meadowsweet, 
marjoram, angelica, hore-
hound, and camphor. The 
recipe below may be the 
Texas version. It omits some 
of the more exotic ingredi-
ents but includes jalapeno 
peppers. Most of what is 
listed can be found at your 
local supermarket. I think it 
is okay to pick and choose 
the ingredients you can best 
tolerate. And when drinking 
a shot of this stuff every day 
to stay healthy, you might 

want to keep an ice-cold Dr. 
Pepper handy to use as a 
chaser. This stuff can’t taste 
good.

Fire Cider Ingredients:

5 jalapeno peppers (or 
other hot chilis)

2 chopped onions (red or 
white or both)

4 cloves garlic - halved
½ cup fresh ginger –    

chopped
½ cup fresh turmeric root 

- chopped
2 - 3 lemons – cut into 

chunks
¼ cup rosemary sprigs -    

chopped
¼ cup thyme - chopped
¼ cup peppermint -   

chopped 
¼ cup lemon balm -    

chopped
1 tbsp. cinnamon (use 

Ceylon cinnamon)
3 pods of star anise 
3 – 6 cloves (or more) 
1 tbsp. peppercorns – 

black
3 tbsp. elderberries – dried 

(optional)
6 cups raw apple cider 

vinegar
Maple syrup to sweeten 

(use real maple syrup – not 
fake breakfast or pancake 
syrup)

Add dry ingredients to a 
large sealable jar and cover 
with apple cider vinegar.

Store jar in a cool dark 
place for 3-4 weeks, shaking 
every few days to agitate.

After steeping period, 
strain through mesh or 
cheesecloth into a sterilized 
container. If your concoction 
is too strong, add maple 
syrup to taste (start with a 
tablespoon and adjust from 
there).

If you store your cider in 
the fridge it will last for 
several months. Take one to 
two tablespoons daily. Mix 
with water (or try carbon-
ated mineral water). Drink 
up - stay healthy!

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. Described 
by some as a Renaissance man, he is a 
baseball fan, coffee roaster, and 
accomplished feral hog trapper. He 
likes to read, appreciates the outdoors, 
and is good with dogs and children. 
He is the father of three, and lives 
with his wife in Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2026 Jody Dyer

JODY DYER
Typewriter Weekly
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BUY IT! SELL IT! FIND IT!
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

For information,
call 903-473-2653

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

Visit
 us online

rainscountyleader.com

FOR SALE

SALES

The Rains County 
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes store 
will be open Saturdays 
in January from 8 am 
- noon.  Clothes sale is 
open Mon.-Wed., 8 
am-12 pm, and 1 
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am 
- noon on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Browse our wide 
selection of RV Parts 
and Accessories. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

RENT/LEASE

RENTAL HOMES 
AVAILABLE in Emory. 
$1,350/mth & $1,200/
mth. Call 903-474-
4007.

2BR/1BA Mobile Home, 
$1,200/mth. $800/
dep., Point TX Ron 
903-268-7089.

EAGLE INN 
APARTMENTS

2-BR $726/mth. No 
deposit! Apply at 
eagleinnapartments.
com.

RENT/LEASE

For Rent 3BR/2BA 
manufactured home 
on Duffy St., $1,300/
mth. Apply at eaglein
napartments.com.

For Rent 3BR/2BA 
2023 house in Emory, 
$1,900/mth. 903-
368-2028.

STORAGE UNITS

EMORY SELF STOR-
AGE, Hwy. 69S, 410 
E. Lennon. Now offer-
ing climate-controlled 
units. 903-474-9150, 
903-348-5459.

SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

ROHRAL REPAIR

Welding, machining – 
all metals. Tractor 
repair & Equipment 
upgrades, mechanical, 
electrical, broken 
bolts, etc. Small jobs 
are welcome! 903-
474-0899, 430-306-
4165, Emory, TX.

MCKENZIE LAKE 
WORKS. Building 
boathouses and docks 
since 2001.  Steel/
metal bldgs., & home 
remodeling. www.m-
ckenz ie lakeworks .
com. 903-269-6173.

CONSTRUCTION

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC 

Has all your welding, 
welding repair and 
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

G&G GRAVEL. All 
types of gravel, 
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading, free 
estimates. Miller 
Grove. Bret Garrett 
903-268-6910.

DODSON AND SONS 
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more. 
903-259-8541. For 
plumbing needs call 
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129. 

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC

Tim Hooten

Lawn maintenance, 
sodding, landscaping, 
tree trimming & 
removal, retaining 
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing, 
hedge trimming, 
weekly/biweekly rates. 
903-521-8506, free 
estimates.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

Get your fence rows 
spring ready now. The 
roots of vegetation are 
more accessible for 
removal limiting future 
regrowth with minimal 
impact on wildlife 
habitat. Affordable 
pricing, Marvin 903-
348-4399, text please.

TREE SERVICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured, 
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize 
in high risk removals. 
Trimming, Removals, 
Stumps.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC.
Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards, 
insured. LI0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

HELP WANTED

RAINS ISD NEEDS: 
Custodian/Custodian 
Substitutes, Bus Drivers/
Substitutes, Food Ser-
vice Employee/Substi-
tutes, Child Develop-
ment Center Employee/
Substitutes. Salary 
based on experience. 
$320/month of full-
time employee health 
coverage paid. Apply 
on-line at https://www.
rainsisd.org Equal 
Employment Opportu-
nity.

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER 
SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with the manager at the 
office, located on FM 1567, east 
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., 
or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is 
available at the tract of land in 
question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids will be received by Bright Star-Salem SUD for the construction 

of the 
TX-182 110k Gallon Ground Storage Tank Rehabilitation at the office 
of Velvin & Weeks Consulting Engineers, Inc who’s physical and mailing 
address is 930 E Corsicana Street, Athens, TX 75752 until 2:00 pm
on February 3, 2025 and then publicly opened and read aloud. 
Project will include, but not limited to the following:  
• Install new coating systems on the interior and exterior surfaces of 
the existing ground storage tank and miscellaneous repairs.  
Bid Security, Performance and Payment Bonds shall be as set forth in 
the INSTRUCTIONS FOR BIDDERS. Plans, Specifications, and Bidding 
Documents may be obtained from the office of the Engineer:

Velvin & Weeks Consulting Engineers, Inc.
930 East Corsicana Street
Athens, Texas 75751
903-675-3903

Bright Star-Salem SUD reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
and to waive any formalities. No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 
days after the actual bid opening date.
Bright Star-Salem SUD
(OWNER)

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF RAINS

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS OF C.A. DUCK DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF W.P. MCLEAN DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF J.E. 
TURNS DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF I.S. COLES DECEASED, 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ROBERT TURNER DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF LELA TURNER DECEASED, UNKNOWN OF HEIRS H.R. 
MONTGOMERY DECEASED AND UNKNOWN OWNERS OR 
CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY;
RESPONDENT, GREETINGS:
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY 
EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO (DOES) 
NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO ISSUED 
THIS CITATION BY 10:00 AM ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING 
THE EXPIRATION OF FORTY-TWO (42) DAYS FROM AND AFTER 
THE DATE OF ISSUANCE HEREOF, THE SAME BEING THE 4 
CONSECUTIVE WEEKS, (WHICH IS THE RETURN DAY OF SUCH 
CITATION) A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU. 
IN ADDITION TO FILING A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK, 
YOU MAY BE REQUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES TO 
THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE DISCLOSURES 
GENERALLY MUST BE MADE NO LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS 
AFTER YOU FILE YOUR ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT 
MORE AT TexasLawHelp.org.
The PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION file by IDA LAVELLE MIDDLE-
TON, was filed in the 354TH DISTRICT COURT of Rains County, Texas 
on the 14th day of November, 2025, styled,

CAUSE NO. 12019
IDA LAVELLE MIDDLETON

-VS-
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF C.A. DUCK DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF W.P. MCLEAN DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF J.E. TURNS 

DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF I.S. COLES DECEASED, 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF ROBERT TURNER DECEASED, 

UNKNOWN HEIRS OF LELA TURNER DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF H.R. MONTGOMERY DECEASED, AND UNKNOWN 

OWNERS OR CLAIMANTS OF THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY
The real property made the basis of this suit is described as follows:
76 ½ ACRES; JAMES MCMILLAN SURVEY.
Plaintiff requests “TITLE TO THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY IN FEE 
SIMPLE ABSOLUTE, INCLUDING ALL OIL, GAS, AND OTHER MIN-
ERAL INTERESTS IN AND UNDER AND THAT MAY BE PRODUCED 
FROM THE SUBJECT REAL PROPERTY BY ADVERSE POSSES-
SION.” as is more fully shown by Plaintiff’s Petition on file in this suit.
The Court has authority in this suit to enter an order that will be bind-
ing on you.
ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF SAID 
COURT, at office, this 20th day of January, 2026. 

LAURA PATE, DISTRICT CLERK
 RAINS COUNTY, TEXAS

By: MELISSA BUTLER, DEPUTY CLERK
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by Bartee Haile
The resurrected Ku Klux 

Klan launched a wave of 
terror and intimidation on 
Jan. 30, 1921 with the whip-
ping, tarring and feathering 

of a Houston 
lawyer for 
the “crime” 
of defending 
blacks and 
petty crimi-
nals.

C o m i n g 
out of moth-
balls in 
O c t o b e r 

1920, the Klan spread like 
wildfire across the Lone Star 
State. More than 200,000 
Texans -- roughly one out of 
every dozen white adults -- 
were suckers for the secret 
order’s sales pitch, that 
exploited their nostalgic 
reverence for the old Con-
federacy and vague desire for 
a moral housecleaning.

In pledging allegiance to 
the KKK, most members 
were willing to tolerate a 
certain amount of violence 
to keep blacks in line. What 
they did not count on was 
that their white friends and 
neighbors would be the 
nightriders’ favorite targets.

Beaumont Klansmen 
boldly boasted of their 
vicious attack on a doctor 
suspected of performing 
abortions. In a 4,000-word 
statement published in the 
local press, they gloated, 
“The eyes of the unknown 
had seen and observed the 
wrong to be redressed. The 
lash was laid on his back and 
the tar and feathers applied 
to his body.”

At Timpson in Shelby 
County, a man was badly 
beaten for leaving his wife. A 
woman in nearby Tenaha 
was stripped naked, whipped 
with a wet rope and tarred 
and feathered because she 
was rumored to be a 
bigamist.

A mob chased two freshly 
tarred and feathered victims 
up Congress Avenue in 
downtown Austin, and a 
Brenham resident was pum-
meled for speaking German. 
Alleged immorality earned 
the lash for a Mineral Wells 
constable and a Marshall 
clerk, while the tar-and-
feathers cure was twice pre-
scribed for a Fort Worth 

gambler who failed to see the 
light after the initial dose.

The Dallas chapter or 
Klavern, largest in the state 
with a membership of thir-
teen thousand, specialized in 
flogging. During the spring of 
1922, 68 people were 
whipped to within an inch of 
their lives in the Trinity 
River bottoms.

Houston Klansmen were 
the most accomplished spies. 
They kept tabs on practically 
everybody by tapping tele-
phones, reading telegrams 
and opening mail at the main 
post office. Their Denison 
colleagues combated pre-
marital sex by patrolling the 
local lovers lane in white 
sheets.

Law enforcement at the 
municipal and county levels 
was honeycombed with KKK 
sympathizers and activists. 
Few Klan crimes were ever 
solved, and rarely did the 
culprits stand trial.

When Waco police 
arrested three Klansmen, the 
grand jury refused to indict 
despite an air-tight case. At 
Goose Creek outside Hous-
ton, a gang of cross-burners 
dragged a woman from her 
sickbed and mercilessly beat 
her and a male visitor. After 
12 Klansmen got off with 
hundred-dollar fines for the 
savage assault, a KKK publi-
cation bragged, “It cost 
Goose Creek just $1,200 to 
clean up.”

While many politicians 
were careful not to offend 
the bloc-voting Klan, Sen. 
Charles Culberson and for-
mer lieutenant governor 
Martin Crane joined Con-
gressman John Nance Gar-
ner in denouncing the bul-
lies. Forty-nine state legisla-
tors risked reelection to 
lobby the uncooperative gov-
ernor for an anti-mask law.

A judge in Wichita Falls 
jailed three Klansmen for 
contempt, and the mayor of 
Dallas criticized their sinister 
shenanigans. Chambers of 
commerce, Masonic lodges, 
American Legion posts and 
the state bar association 
were among the early oppo-
nents of the Klan rampage. 
The Houston Chronicle added 
its influential voice to the 
outcry with a sound piece of 
editorial advice: “Boys, you’d 
better disband.”

Dan Moody set the exam-
ple for district attorneys 
throughout the state. After a 
traveling salesman was kid-
napped, chained to a tree 
and flogged half to death in 
Taylor, the young prosecutor 
unmasked the perpetrators, 
including a minister and the 
police chief, and sent one to 
the penitentiary.

Authorities at Laredo 
prevented a Klan march by 
deputizing a hundred armed 
citizens and borrowing a 
machine-gun. Rocks and 
fists caused Klansmen to 
cancel similar plans in McK-
inney, and strict enforce-
ment of an ordinance ban-
ning masked mobilizations 
rained on a proposed parade 
in San Antonio.

The so-called “visitation,” 
the Klan’s curious practice of 
interrupting a church service 
to lecture the captive con-
gregation, began to backfire. 
Baptists in Denison and 
Austin forcibly ejected the 
intruders, and Corsicana 
Presbyterians supported their 
pastor’s courageous refusal to 
join the KKK.

Only two years after 
electing one of their own to 
the U.S. Senate, the Texas 
Klan was repudiated at the 
polls in 1924. Miriam A. 
Ferguson defeated Felix D. 
Robertson in a bruising 
gubernatorial battle and 
knocked the wheels off the 
Klan bandwagon.

The new legislature 
quickly passed a tough anti-
mask law by lopsided votes in 
both chambers. The vast 
majority of Klansmen got the 
message and deserted the 
Invisible Empire leaving a 
handful of hateful diehards 
to crawl back under their 
rocks.

Contact Bartee Haile at bartee-

haile@gmail.com or by mail at P.O. 

Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.
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For many years, back in 
the day when I simply could 
not afford to drop my game 
off at a processor, I learned to 
do the processing at home. As 

a youngster, I 
watched my 
dad butcher 
hogs every 
winter and 
learned the 
basics skills 
necessary to 
t r a n s f o r m 
game into 

‘meat’ ready for the freezer.
My duty was to haul water 

for scalding the hogs before 
scraping and do the ‘grunt’ 
work. As a young boy I didn’t 
relish hog killing day but 
looking back I did learn the 
skills that would later serve 
me well.

By the mid-seventies I had 
a family and money was tight, 
but I always managed to go 
hunting a few times and 
usually killed a deer. By the 
eighties I was regularly 
butchering several deer and 
when wild hogs became 
numerous, the training I 
received from my dad became 
really helpful. I found myself 
not only processing my own 
deer and hogs but also as 
many for friends as my busy 
schedule allowed.

Then in my mid-thirties 
when I was juggling a career 
of surveying with outdoor 
writing, I found I had little 
time to process the fruits of 
my hunts and often let the 
professional processors do the 
work. After retiring from 
surveying when I was in my 
early fifties, I had plenty of 
time to learn more about 
home processing. I purchased 
a sausage stuffer and began 
with an old hand crank meat 
grinder. I learned how to 
make everything from pas-
trami from deer hams to 
smoked links from wild hogs.

About that time, I began 
using a Smokin Tex electric 
smoker and with that first 
small unit I cranked out 
hundreds of pounds of 
smoked links, cured hams and 
salami. I tried smoking the 
meat with my wood-fired 
smoker but found it challeng-
ing to keep the temperature 
right and frequently over-
heated the links. With my 
electric smoker, I simply 
added hickory or pecan wood, 

set the thermostat at about 
190 degrees and let the smoke 
and low heat do the work!

I still often use the services 
of wild game processors but 
also look forward to doing the 
work myself. I thoroughly 
enjoy getting a buddy or two 
to come over and help with 
the process; it’s a great way to 
spend a clear cool late win-
ter’s day. I can’t say my 
finished products is any better 
than what the professionals 
“crank out” but I do enjoy 
spending a day cutting up 
steaks, grinding the less ten-
der cuts and making sausage. 
There’s something very grati-
fying about doing the work 
yourself.

Rather than buy all the 
seasonings in bulk and create 
my own blends, I prefer 
ordering premixed spices from 
Butcher Packer Supply, 
www.butcher-packer.com.

This company offers every-
thing for the home butcher. 
Through the years, I’ve 
ordered everything from the 
heavy-duty syringes for pump-
ing cure into hams to the 
casings used to make smoked 
links. I begin by going on the 
website and deciding exactly 
what products I wish to make.

For beginners, I suggest 
making bulk breakfast 
sausage and ordering a kit 
with perfectly blended spices. 
Making bulk sausage is as 
simple as grinding the meat, 
adding the proper amount of 
fat and mixing everything 
together.

I prefer an 8-20 mix of lean 
to fat. Years ago I thought I 
wanted sausage made from 
only lean game meat but after 
that first batch, I learned that 
adding fat is necessary for not 
only flavor but to bind the 
sausage together so that it 
results in a fried patty. There 
are many different blends for 
making bulk sausage and I 
usually crank out not only 
farm country sausage but a 
few pounds of chorizo as well. 
I’ve usually make a few 
pounds of Italian sausage for 
spaghetti.

Planning is necessary when 
home processing game and 
usually begins with perusing 
the website and deciding the 
products I wish to make. 
Once the seasonings arrive, I 
simply defrost my game meat 
and go to work. The initial 

cost can be minimal with a 
hand crank grinder and one 
of the economical sausage 
stuffers. If your first product is 
bulk sausage, all you really 
need is a grinder and large 
bowl for mixing. You can 
then use butcher paper to 
wrap your sausage in incre-
ments suited to your needs; I 
usually divide the bulk 
sausage into one-pound pack-
ages and freeze and defrost as 
needed.

As your game processing 
skills grow you might want to 
begin curing and smoking 
hams or bacon which can be 
accomplished with either the 
dry cure method or brining. 
I’ve used both and prefer 
brining hams because I can 
place the plastic container 
with brine in the frig and 
don’t have to worry about 
temperature. The dry cure 
method works well also but 
it’s important to insure the 
meat remains cool during the 
curing process.

For your inauguration run, 
I suggest you begin by cutting 
your steaks, roast, etc. and 
use the trimmings to grind for 
sausage. As your confidence 
and skill increases you will 
probably wish to make more 
sausage and specialty prod-
ucts.  Just remember to 
remove all venison fat before 
grinding. Use the more tough 
cuts for sausage but trim all 
the fat and silver skin off the 
surface of the cuts. This will 
not only greatly improve the 
flavor but make it run 
through the plates on your 
grinder much easier.

7th ANNUAL OUT-
DOOR REVENDZOUS is 
planned for March 28 at Top 
Rain Cowboy Church in 
Greenville, Tx. Come join 
Luke, Larry Weishuhn and 
fishing and hunting guides for 
this fun annual event held 
outside on 20 beautiful acres 
of church property.

This year, we welcome 
Pyramyd Air, www.pyramy-
dair.com, as the title sponsor. 
Everything is free! Come 
enjoy the campfires, free fish 
fry, live music, chuck wagon 
cooking and booths offering 
everything from jewelry to 
fishing lures! For booth infor-
mation, contact the church at 
903-217-3778 or email Luke 
at lukeclayton1950@gmail.
com.

LUKE CLAYTON

Processing game meat at home
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Your County, Your Voice:
Meet with Judge Brent Hilliard!

Rains County Neighbors:
Let’s Build a Better Tomorrow!

As part of the Brent D. Hilliard Campaign for County Judge,
I’m hosting four informal meetings to listen to you, learn from
your ideas, and discuss the direction you want for our county.
Discuss fixing roads, enhancing public safety, and keeping
taxes low—without the bureaucracy. Plus, get free yard signs,
campaign materials, and a chance to share feedback directly.

M E E T I N G  S C H E D U L E

• February 2, 2026: 6-7:30 PM at Rose Community Center, 239 E Quitman St, Emory, TX
• February 9, 2026: 6-7:30 PM at East Tawakoni City Hall, 288 Briggs Blvd, East Tawakoni, TX

RSVP Today: Scan the QR code below to confirm attendance. This ensures we
have enough food, drinks, and space for everyone!
Coffee and Cookies On Us — Your Ideas Are Priceless!
For details or questions, contact the campaign at 903-913-6003,
brent.hilliard@ElectBrentHilliard.com

Disclaimer: These meetings are hosted by the Brent D. Hilliard Campaign for County Judge and are not official functions of Rains County or conducted in my capacity as
the current County Judge. They are paid for by the campaign to listen to taxpayers, learn from your feedback, and meet the folks we work for. Political advertising paid for

by Brent D. Hilliard Campaign, Elisa Allen, Treasurer.

R E P U B L I C A N

KEEP THE FRESH START GOING


