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Just moseying on through

SPOTLIGHT

Griselda Chalk is local American Legion Auxiliary President
By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Griselda Chalk’s husband Lowel (Ed) is 
commander of the American Legion post in 
Emory so it is not surprising that she might 
be involved in Post 156 activities.  In fact, 
she has been president of the American Le-
gion Auxiliary for close to four years.

“I went to a dinner with the Auxiliary 
members, and they asked me if I would like 
to join,” said Chalk. “I did join and at the 
next meeting I was elected president. It was 
a learning experience requiring training, go-

ing through guidelines, learning ceremonies 
and Roberts Rules of Order.”

She said that the group raises funds to 
support veterans. They contact the homes 
veterans are in to discover their individual 
needs, especially at Christmas. She said that 
they visit all the vets in nursing homes on all 
holidays.

Some fundraisers take place during 
Founder’s Day in May, then they sell poppies 
in May. This year the auxiliary did a car 
show during the Rains County Fair and will 
have the first annual Golf Ball Drop on No-
vember first.

“Some of our funds will be used for the 
Veteran’s Day Parade which takes place on 
November 8, with the lineup starting at the 
storm shelter,” said Chalk.  “There will be a 
grand marshal, honorary grand marshal, 
Rains homecoming queen, fair queens and 
other auxiliary groups in the area. We are 
also sending money to organizations in the 
hill country of Texas where the flooding 
took place. A poster of our sponsors will be 
on the square for the parade and golf drop. 
Lana Carlisle oversees the parade and golf 

Griselda Chalk see SPOTLIGHT on page 3

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

A rider on horseback, identified as Mike, was seen passing through Emory Monday afternoon, October 20. Mike was on his way to Sulphur Springs after attending Autumn Trails in 
Winnsboro over the weekend. His goal is to trail all over the state of Texas on horseback.

EMORY

City loans money to water/sewer 
department, appoints interim officials

POINT

Council discusses water notification 
issues, remodeling of community center

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Emory City Council loaned 
money to the water department and ap-
pointed an interim police chief and city 
administrator during its regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, October 14.

During the meeting, the council was 
presented with a resolution that would 
loan the City of Emory Water and 
Sewer department $180,000 from the 
city’s general fund. The funds for the 
department were low as they finished 
work at the corner of Hwy. 69 and 
Hwy. 515. They anticipate recuperat-
ing the $180,000 from sewer connec-
tion fees from commercial properties, 

but the properties will need to sell first.
The money can not be transferred 

from the city’s general fund to the de-
partment. The city will have to loan the 
money and collect interest on the debt. 
The resolution set a five-year term on 
the loan to the water-sewer department 
and it will pay back the general fund 
monthly with interest.

The resolution to loan the money to 
the department from the general fund 
was unanimously approved by the 
council.

Council members adjourned into ex-
ecutive session for about 15 minutes to 
discuss personnel matters. Upon re-

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Point City Council discussed is-
sues with emergency water shutoff noti-
fications, upcoming remodeling of 
Point Community Center and changed 
bank account signatories during the 
regular meeting on Tuesday, October 
14.

During the meeting, Cora Mae 
Moore and Penny Whitrock spoke to 
the council concerning issues that arose 
when the water was shut off on Sep-
tember 25.

Moore, a hair stylist, had a client 
with chemicals in their hair and needed 
water to remove them. She stated that 

she had received no notification of the 
water being shut off and had to search 
for solutions to help her client.

When she contacted Point City Hall 
to determine what had happened, 
Moore was informed by City Secretary 
Heather Rollins that a water main pipe 
had broken and water was shut off for 
repair. Rollins noted that it was later 
determined that a new employee had 
inadvertently shut off water to the 
whole city and not just the area in need 
of repair.

Moore asked why they hadn’t been 
notified and Rollins stated that an alert 
had been sent through text message 

RAINS COUNTY ESD

District orders two tankers, replaces windows at EMS station
By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Emergency Ser-
vice District (ESD) board held a regular 
meeting on Monday, October 20, to or-
der two new tanker trucks and approve 
replacement of windows at the EMS 
Station.

During the meeting, the board dis-
cussed proposals for new tanker trucks 
for the Emory VFD and Point VFD. 
Emory had planned to buy a new truck 
and send the existing truck to Point, but 
Point secured a grant for $300,000 to-
wards their own tanker truck.

The quote for the vehicles was 
around $724,946 each. The plan was 
changed to ask for tankers for each de-
partment with the existing truck mov-
ing to East Tawakoni.

When asked about grants for the East 
Tawakoni VFD, they stated that plans 
were to get a tanker as well, but decided 
a brush truck would be more beneficial 
to the community.

The board unanimously approved the 
purchase of two tanker trucks for Emory 
and Point.

Board members reviewed bids to re-
place windows in the EMS building on 
East Lennon Drive. A representative 

from Hopkins County EMS offered their 
opinion on which bid they preferred. 
The board unanimously approved the 
bid to replace 11 windows at the station 
for $12,200.

The board approved a yearly incen-
tive pay for volunteer firefighters in the 
amount of $39,750.

In monthly activity reports for Sep-
tember, the Emory VFD was dispatched 
on 94 calls including 62 medical assists, 
ten good intent calls, eight fires, six mo-
tor vehicle accidents, four false alarms, 
three service calls and a hazardous con-
dition.

Point VFD responded to 50 calls dur-

ing the month of September. The de-
partment responded to 33 medical as-
sists, seven public service calls, four 
fires, five good intent calls and a motor 
vehicle accident.

The East Tawakoni VFD went on 16 
medical assists calls, a motor vehicle ac-
cident and a lift assist call for a total of 
18 requests for service during Septem-
ber.

All board members were present for 
the regular meeting.

The next regular meeting of the Rains 
County ESD Board is scheduled for 
Monday, November 17, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Emory VFD Fire Station.

see EMORY on page 2 see POINT on page 2
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GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL
3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m., 
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL 
2nd Tues., 7:00 p.m., 
Emory City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL 
2nd Tues., 6:45 p.m., 
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY 
APPRAISAL DISTRICT
3rd Thurs. of every month, 
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m.

RAINS COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
2nd & 4th Thurs., 10:00 a.m., 
Rains County Courthouse 

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m., 
Philip Alexander Board Room
Rains ISD Administration Building.

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY 
SERVICES DISTRICT #1
3rd Monday, 6:30 p.m., 
Emory Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS 
SERVICE OFFICE:
Mon., Tues. and Thurs., 8:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m., 110 E. North St.
TRANSPORTATION:
To schedule a ride Call 903-474-7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE
Open Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-4 p.m.
903-473-5099 or 5098

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory – Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00 
p.m., open meetings. 
Emory Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall. For info call 903-
243-6766 or 
903-439-7573

AL-ANON – Thurs., 7:00 p.m., 
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 103 
N. Houston St., Edgewood, 903-
896-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156, 
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. – 
4th Mon., 5:15 p.m., 215 N. 
Duffy St., Emory, 903-438-6045. 
Buffet breakfast - 2nd Saturday 
7:00-10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE – Mon., 7:00 - 
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community 
Center

CELEBRATE RECOVERY – every 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory Baptist 
Church

EAST TAWAKONI SENIOR 
CITIZEN GAME DAY – every 
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255 
Oakleaf Trail. 

EMORY LIONS CLUB – 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m., Dos 
Charros in Emory. Call for 
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM 
CHURCH OF GOD – 3rd Fri., 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 10830 
FM 514, Emory. 903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY – 3rd Thurs., 
1:00 p.m., Meadows Cultural 
Center, Rains Co. Public Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS – 
1st Thurs., 11:30 a.m., www.
lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH 
FOOD PANTRY – 2nd Tues., 1-3 
p.m. 9483 W. FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE 
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first 
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at 
Winnsboro Gun Club, Winnsboro 
TX. Sue Parrish 
903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN’S 
ASSOC. – 2nd Tues., 6:30 p.m. 
Jamie’s Restaurant, Lake Fork 
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 – 4th Thurs., 6:30 p.m., 
Lodge on Hwy. 69

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD 
OF RAINS COUNTY – 3rd Mon., 
7:00 p.m., AgriLife Extension and 
Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB – 
1st Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point 
Community Center, 903-269-
8446

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION
2nd Sat. of each month
9:00 a.m.
Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS GARDEN CLUB –
1st Mon., 11:00 a.m.,
House of Prayer Family Life 
Center, 1382 FM 515, Email 
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail.com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY – 3rd Mon., 6:00 p.m., 
Jan., Mar., May, July, Sep., Nov., 
Emory City Hall.

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY 
BOARD – 4th Mon., 5:30 p.m., 
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., 
Meadows Cultural Center, 
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD 
SAMARITANS – Food Pantry 
open 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. & 
Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY – 
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center, 
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
– July 31 & Oct. 30, 6:30 p.m., 
Roma Restaurant, 2450 FM 47

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING 
CLUB – Thurs., 9:00 a.m.-noon, 
903-598-3021 
Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN’S SERVICE CLUB – 
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m., 
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN NEED, INC. – 
A Battered Women’s Shelter. 
Call 903-455-4612 or 
903-454-HELP

turning to open session, they 
unanimously approved the 
appointment of Leah Drown 
as the interim city adminis-
trator for the city. 

The council appointed 
Cameron Demps as interim 
Chief of Police for the Emory 
Police Department. Demps 
fills the position vacated by 
Tom Parsons, who resigned 
to return to Forney PD.

Council members 
reviewed the request of K & 
S Creations for a partial 
refund of their fee for vendor 
permit. The company 
received the permit to sell 
items in the city, but were 
forced to close on two of the 
six days that they set up.

On the days they were 
forced to close, the owners 
set up in the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(TxDOT) right-of-way on 
Hwy. 69, which is not 
allowed. Emory PD told 
them they would have to 
leave the location forcing 
them to shut down.

With the miscommunica-
tion and rules revisions, a 

motion was made and unan-
imously approved to refund 
the owners $50 of the permit 
fee.

In preparation for the 
Founders Day Festival next 
year, the council unani-
mously approved a noise 
variance for the event on 
May 2, 2026 in Sandy Creek 
Park. They also approved a 
variance to allow the sale/
consumption of alcohol in 
the park on that same day.

The council was updated 
on the status of establishing 
a schedule of fees for build-
ing permits, inspections and 
related fees. Drown hoped to 
bring an ordinance to the 
council soon to set this 
schedule for the city. No 
action was taken on the 
item.

Councilwoman Jannie 
Stephens was not present for 
the regular meeting.

The next regular meeting 
of the Emory City Council is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
November 11, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the council chambers of 
Emory City Hall.

EMORY
Continued from page 1

and emails. She was sorry 
they hadn’t received the 
alert and offered to bring 
water to the salon. Moore 
asked for the water and went 
next door to find more 
water.

While Moore was out, 
Rollins delivered the water 
to the salon and hurried 
back to city hall to deal with 
the water crisis. Moore 
stated that her client and 
another lady in the salon felt 
that Rollins was rude when 
she dropped the water off.

Rollins said that she 
wasn’t rude and was in a 
hurry when dropping off the 
water. She apologized for 
appearing to be rude to 
Moore and her client, but 
Moore continued to state 
that Rollins had been rude.

Mayor Pro-Tem Tammy 
Hooten took back control of 
the meeting and stated that 
the city was sorry for the 
problems with the notifica-
tions. A motion was made to 
table the agenda item on 
water notifications so that 
city officials can a better 
solution during emergencies.

Jenny Henson came 
before the council asking 
why the Point Civic Club 
needed to move their records 
out of the office in the Point 
Community Center. She was 
informed that the request 
was made out of caution for 
the historic records with the 
remodeling of the building 
scheduled for early next year.

Henson stated that it 
would be difficult for the 
club to move the records 
somewhere else, and that she 
had understood that the 
remodel wouldn’t affect the 
office area. Council members 
were not sure if the remod-
elling would include the 

office area. The item was 
tabled for the council to 
review the plans.

Hooten stated to the 
council that she asked for 
the item to be put on the 
agenda to remove her from 
signatories on all bank 
accounts as she was not 
running for re-election to the 
city council. The new signa-
tories would be council 
member Angela Nelson, who 
is running unopposed for 
mayor of the city, and 
council member Ray Lacy, 
who is running unopposed 
for his current seat.

The council unanimously 
approved the motion to 
remove Hooten and add 
Nelson and Lacy as signato-
ries on the city bank 
accounts.

The council approved a 
professional service agree-
ment with Hayter Engineer-
ing to handle the chemical 
feed change notification for 
the city with the Texas 
Commission on Environ-
mental Quality (TCEQ).

Council members unani-
mously accepted election 
contract with Rains County 
for the November election, 
adopted new logos for the 
city and approved a holiday 
schedule for the city for 
2025-2026.

The council was informed 
of current water projects in 
the city, updated on the 
status of the truck obtained 
from the local fire depart-
ment and recognized two 
new businesses in the city.

The next regular meeting 
of the Point City Council is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
November 11, at 6:00 p.m. 
in the council chambers of 
Point City Hall.

POINT
Continued from page 1

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday 
in the building behind the 
public library on Hwy. 69 in 
Emory. Hours for Mon.-
Wed. are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., closed noon-1:00 p.m. 
Hours for Thursday are 8:00 
a.m.-noon. Thrift sales will 
be open every Saturday in 
October from 8:00 a.m.-
noon. Funds go to buy food 
for the needy and to operate 
the center.

Monster Mash
Bash Oct. 24

The Rains County Special 
Needs Foundation is having 
a Monster Mash Bash on 
Friday, October 24, from 
6:00-8:00 p.m., at the Rose 
Community Center in 
Emory. There will be snacks, 
games, activities, and danc-
ing to music by local DJ, 
Jonathan Lance. There is no 
charge for the event and is 
open to families and adults 
with special needs.

Turning Point USA 
Meeting Oct. 28

Turning Point USA Faith 
Texas Director Pastor Bryan 
Chapman will be speaking at 
Brightcross’ Principled Stud-
ies Group on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 28, at  6:30 p.m., at 
Roma Italian Restaurant, 
2450 FM 47, Point, TX 
75472. All welcome to come 
learn about Charlie’s vision 
for the future.

Campaign Kick-off 
Event Oct. 29

Darrell Day, one of seven 
Republican primary candi-
dates for the new 32nd

Congressional District, will  
host a Campaign Kick-off 
Event on October 29, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m., at Venue 
101 Event Center located at 
101 N. Texas St., in Emory. 
The Rains County Republi-
can County Chair and the 
seven Precinct Chairs will 
also be in attendance. The 
public is invited to attend 
and ask questions.

First Responders 
Banquet, Oct. 30

American Legion Post 
#156 will host the 6th

Annual First Responders 
banquet on October 30, from 
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., at the 

Wildflower Special Event 
Venue, located at 1466 Hwy. 
19, Emory. For more infor-
mation, contact Ed Chalk at 
661-903-1663.

Angel Tree 
Applications 
Available Online

The 2025 Angel Tree 
applications will only be 
available online and must be 
received by 11:59 p.m. on 
November 8. Flyers with the 
link will be delivered to each 
RISD campus, the Rains 
County Leader office, and 
will be on the Rains County 
Angel Tree Facebook page. 
Help with filling out the 
applications will be available 
at the Rains County Library 
each Saturday through 
November 8. For more 
information, text 903-662-
8621.

Volunteers Needed 
For Veteran’s Day 
Activities

The American Legion 
and the American Legion 
Auxiliary are looking for 
volunteers for the 2025 Golf 
Ball Drop and Veteran’s 
Day Parade and Program. 
The Golf Ball Drop will be 
held on November 1, from 
noon to 2:00 p.m. The 
Veteran’s Day Parade will 
be held on November 8, at 
noon, with lineup beginning 
at 10:00 a.m. The program 
will begin at 1:00 p.m. Help 
is needed for displays, pro-
grams, small flag distribu-
tions and retrieval, and 
clean up. Contact Griselda 
Chalk at gselda312@aol.com
for more information and to 
volunteer.

Veteran Photos 
Needed

The American Legion 
and American Legion Aux-
iliary, along with the Rains 
County Leader, will be hon-
oring Veterans whose pho-
tos are submitted by the 
community. The photos will 
be displayed during the 
week of Veteran’s Day in 
the Rains County Leader as a 
tribute to their sacrifice and 
dedication. Submit photos 
to ads@rainscountyleader.
com by October 30, or call 
Lana Carlisle at 214-264-
9149. Include the Veteran’s 
name and branch of service. 
Photos of individuals in 
their uniforms are preferred.

Visit us on the web: www.rainscountyleader.com

When you turn 65, 
Medicare becomes a vital 
part of your health care 

c o v e r a g e . 
But Medi-
care isn’t a 
“set and for-
get” pro-
gram.

You have 
the opportu-
nity – and 
often the 

need – to review and adjust 
your coverage every year 
during the annual open 
enrollment, between Octo-
ber. 5 and December 7. Here 
are some things to consider:

• Out-of-pocket costs 
such as monthly premiums, 
deductibles, copayments and 
other expenses that Medi-
care doesn’t cover: Some-
times a plan with a higher 

premium saves money over-
all because of lower copays.

• Prescription drug cov-
erage: It’s crucial to verify 
that your medications are 
included.

• Your health care needs 
for the coming year: Make 
sure your potential plan 
covers the care you expect to 
need.

• And travel plans: Fre-
quent travelers might want 
supplemental coverage for 
overseas medical emergen-
cies not covered by Medi-
care.

So, take advantage of 
Medicare’s annual open 
enrollment to ensure the 
coverage you choose is the 
best one to meet your needs.

This content was provided by 
Edward Jones for use by Brandon 
Roberts, your Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Emory at 903-473-1592.

Making the Most of
Medicare Open Enrollment

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor
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The Strange World of Vintage Cake

“The most dangerous food is 
wedding cake.”

James Thurber

There is a funny episode 
from the great TV series 

S e i n f e l d 
w h e r e 
Elaine, need-
ing an after-
noon sugar 
rush, sneaks 
into her boss 
Mr. Peter-
man’s col-
lege boy mini 
fridge and 
nibbles on 

cake hidden within. This 
cake turns out to be a 
vintage slice from the 1937 
wedding of King Edward VIII 
and Wallis Simpson worth 
$29,000. After ingesting the 
cake, and learning the value 
of her afternoon snack, 
Elaine tries to replace it with 
a grocery store substitute 
from Entenmann’s but is 
caught on camera enjoying 
“the most romantic thing 
she’s ever eaten.” We are left 
to imagine the pain Elaine 
will endure passing the 
antique cake that has been 
“stored for six decades in a 
poorly ventilated English 
basement.” 

This sitcom story is funny, 
but it couldn’t be true, right? 
No one has ever heard of 
vintage wedding cake, 
bought and sold for profit, 
passed around after 70-80 
years, have they? Much to 
my astonishment vintage 
cake trading and collecting is 
a real thing. This story is 
strange, but true!

Evidently there is a com-
mon practice of decades-old 
wedding cake being bought 
and sold by collectors, with 
pieces sometimes fetching 
thousands of dollars. Slices 
of wedding cake, especially 
royal wedding cake, are often 
given as souvenirs. These 

sometimes come up for auc-
tion. Buyers with a taste for 
history often snatch them 
up. And lest you think we 
are talking about moldy 
chunks of dry plaster-like 
cake topped with rancid 
vanilla frosting, apparently 
royal wedding cakes are 
traditionally made of fruit-
cake. Fruitcakes are 
extremely shelf stable. And a 
piece from 1937 might be 
almost petrified.

In 2014 a piece of cake 
from King Charles and 
Princess Diana’s 1981 wed-
ding sold for $7,500. 
Another Charles and Di slice 
sold for $2,511 in 2021.

In 2015 a Beverly Hills 
auction house sold slices 
collected by a former chauf-
feur of Queen Elizabeth II. 
He had saved slices from the 
weddings of Princess Anne 
(1973), Prince Andrew 
(1986), Charles – both wed-
dings (1981 & 2005), and 
Prince William (2011). In 
2014 a separate auction 
house sold another slice from 
Prince William and Princess 
Kate’s wedding for $7,500.

Recently, a slice of Queen 
Elizabeth II and Prince 
Philip’s wedding cake from 
1947 sold for $3,669. It was 
purchased by Gerry Layton 
and is one of the last pieces 
of cake from this wedding in 
existence. Despite its rarity, 
Layton plans to eat it. Queen 
Elizabeth and Prince Philip’s 
confection was a nine-foot-
tall elegant baked monster of 
a cake weighing over 500 
pounds. It was cut into 2000 
pieces. In 2013 another 
Queen Elizabeth slice sold 
for $2,300, auctioned by 
Christie’s.

And just like in the 
Seinfeld episode, in 1998 a 
slice from Edward VIII and 
Wallis Simpson’s wedding 
sold for $29,900. Initially 
valued at $500-$1000, the 

buyer, entrepreneur Ben-
jamin Yin, explained he 
bought the cake for senti-
mental reasons. “It repre-
sents the epitome of a great 
romance – truly romantic 
and elegant,” he said.

With my curiosity piqued, 
I went online in search of 
vintage cake for sale. For the 
heady price of $3,400 I found 
a royal wedding cake collec-
tion set. This consisted of 
three rare slices of official 
royal wedding cake, each 
from a “landmark royal mar-
riage.” One slice was from 
the wedding of Charles and 
Diana. Another slice came 
from the wedding of Princess 
Anne and Captain Mark 
Phillips. The third was from 
Prince Andrew and Sarah 
Ferguson’s wedding. All are 
fruitcake, with special cream 
cheese frosting on the 
Charles and Di slice. The 
collection was offered for 
sale from the family of a 
former member of the 
Queen’s official bodyguard 
unit. Each piece comes 
wrapped in its original wax 
paper inside a monogramed 
silver presentation box with 
a signed letter of authentic-
ity. If you are a royalist, or 
maybe just have an online 
shopping addiction, this 
antique cake can be yours 
with the click of a mouse.

The strange world of 
vintage wedding cake col-
lecting seems like the stuff of 
fiction. Who knew it was 
real!

JODY DYER is a columnist, 
author, and former teacher. 
Described by some as a Renaissance 
man, he is a baseball fan, coffee 
roaster, and accomplished feral hog 
trapper. He likes to read, appreciates 
the outdoors, and is good with dogs 
and children. He is the father of 
three, and lives with his wife in 
Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2025 Jody Dyer

JODY DYER
Typewriter Weekly

CITY GIRL
Drama on the front porch

By Linda Brendle

My normal deadline for 
submitting my weekly col-
umn is Monday afternoon, 
and just like when I was in 

school, I 
s o m e t i m e s 
wait until 
the last 
minute. I 
know it must 
drive Trey 
crazy, not 
k n o w i n g 
how much 
space to 
leave for my 

column which can be as 
short as six hundred words or 
twice that long. I’ve been 
known to push my luck and 
not submit until Tuesday, 
but so far, I haven’t missed 
an issue. This week, I have a 
surprise for him. If this 
column goes as easily as I 
think it will, he’ll have my 
column two days before the 
deadline. He has Sunshine to 
thank. She provided some 
writing material that I just 
couldn’t pass up.

I slept a little later than 
normal Saturday morning, 
and Sunshine was at the 
front door before I finished 
brewing my coffee. I filled 
her food bowl and put it 
where she could see it. Then, 
as soon as the coffee maker 
stopped dripping, I took her 
breakfast outside and settled 
into my favorite rocker. She 
was hungry and emptied her 
bowl with only one stop to 
get some morning pets and 
cuddles. She left, probably to 
tend to the kittens I still 
haven’t seen, and I went 
inside to tend to some Satur-
day morning chores.

David is teaching a num-
ber of friends how to trade 
options on the stock market, 
and Teresa stops by most 

Saturdays on her way to the 
gym for a little extra tutor-
ing. She was excited when 
Sunshine met her at her car 
and escorted her to the 
porch. She wasn’t allowed to 
get too close, but it’s just as 
well since she’s highly aller-
gic to cats. Still, she enjoyed 
being escorted up the steps 
where Sunshine promptly let 
me know she wanted more 
food. Nursing kittens takes a 
lot out of a girl. I sat with her 
until she slowed down a bit. 
Then I moved her bowl in 
front of the storm door 
where I could keep an eye on 
it and returned to the 
kitchen. Sunshine lounged 
on the porch, nibbling and 
napping by turns. Then came 
trouble!

I glanced over at the door 
and saw Sunshine lying on 
the porch, watching a large 
orange cat eat her food. I let 
out a yell, and the intruder 
disappeared over the edge of 
the porch. I stepped outside 
and saw him crouched sev-
eral yards away. I told him to 
get lost, and he high-tailed it 
into the wooded lot next 
door. Sunshine rubbed 
against my legs and purred, 
but she turned up her nose at 
the food – after all, he’d left 
his cooties in there.

She relaxed on the porch 
the rest of the morning, and 
after David and I finished 
our lunch, she decided to 
nibble a bit more – after I 
sprinkled some fresh kibble 
on top of the tainted food. 
She rested a bit more and 
then headed down the steps 
very slowly. She sat down at 
the bottom and looked 
around for a minute or two. 
Once she was convinced the 
coast was clear, she walked 
across the yard, again, very 
slowly. I told David I thought 

she was favoring her left 
back leg, but he didn’t think 
so. I went out on the porch 
and watched until she 
crossed the street, turned 
back toward the house, and 
sat down.

Still not convinced she 
was okay, I put on my 
outside shoes and followed 
her, also very slowly. When I 
was even with her, I stopped 
on my side of the street, and 
she came to me. She rubbed 
on my legs some more and let 
me feel her back leg. She 
didn’t complain or flinch, so 
I decided that David was 
right. She indicated she was 
ready to move on, and I 
asked if she was going to 
show me her kittens. She 
didn’t say no, so I followed 
her. She seemed fine with 
that at first, walking beside 
me like a dog a heel.

Then she stopped, rubbed 
my legs, and made a noise 
that, if I had been listening, 
would have told me this was 
as far as I was invited to go. 
But I wasn’t listening, so I 
tried to take a few more 
steps. She meowed a couple 
of times, and when I still 
didn’t stop, she wrapped her 
front legs around my ankle 
and demonstrated what her 
claws are for. 

She didn’t draw blood, but 
I got the message and 
stopped. She trotted on a few 
feet, laid down, stretched 
and yawned. Maybe next 
time. Until then, I’ll settled 
for visiting with her on the 
front porch and keeping 
uninvited guests out of her 
bowl.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly 
column for Believers’ Baptist 
Church. She is a published author 
and also writes about caregiving, 
faith, and family on her blog at http:/
/ w w w . L i f e A f t e r C a r e g i v i n g .
WordPress.com. You can e-mail her 
at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader

correspondent

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
released the following infor-
mation for Lake Fork and 
Lake Tawakoni taken on 
October 15:

Fork: Good. Normal 
stain; 84 degrees; 1.86 feet 
below pool. Bass are good 
with yellow magic and 
buzzbait topwaters around 
grass, and rage swimmers 
around grass in 1-4 feet of 
water. Carolina rigs are good 
on points and tree lines in 
10-12 feet of water. Bass are 
fair with deep crankbaits in 
22-25 feet on long points. 
Shad patterned baits are best.

Black Bass are beginning 
to school in open water. Fly 
fish with small top water 
patterns. Cooler nights will 
drop water temperatures and 
bass will move shallower. 
Streamers are enticing bass 
early and late. Bream are 
shallow, try small hoppers. 
Sandbass are schooling mid-

lake.
Lake Fork crappie fishing 

is getting better and better as 
we head into fall. Fish are 
beginning to stack up and 
feed well. Black crappie are 
loading up at the base of 
trees, some brush piles, 
underwater bridges and we 
should see them on bridges 
soon. Look for those fish in 
13-22 feet of water. White 
crappie are loading up on 
trees and brush piles in 13-32 
feet and should be moving 
towards the dam and deeper 
water soon. Minnows are 
working well and small hand 
tied jigs are also producing. 
We have had good luck with 
larger minnows threaded 
onto 1/16 ounce jig heads for 
white crappie on timber. Soft 
plastics should also get you 
bit as water temperatures 
drop down.

Tawakoni: Good. Water 
lightly stained; 80 degrees; 
1.20 feet below pool. Lake 

Tawakoni continues to fish 
well as we begin to see the 
first signs of the lake turning 
into some fall patterns. The 
hybrid striper and white bass 
bite are good. The fish are 
moving hard looking for good 
pockets of water. Fish main 
lake points in 8-15 feet using 
inline spinners and slab 
spoons. The eating sized 
catfish bite is still red hot. 
Easy limits on half day trips 
are the standard right now. 
Baited holes in 12-20 feet 
using prepared baits such as 
punch or dip baits. The 
trophy blue catfish are begin-
ning to feed. We have seen 
fish in the 20-30 pound range 
on medium sized pieces of 
cut baits in 10-25 feet. 
Crappie are improving under 
bridges and on shallow brush 
with the bite on minnows. 
Largemouth bass are 
extremely shallow and pre-
ferring fast moving shallow 
crankbaits and spinnerbaits.

FISHING REPORT

St. John’s Fall Festival set for Saturday
Bring your family and 

friends to the Fall Festival on 
Saturday, October 25, from 
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at St. 
John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church, in Emory. Come out 
for food, fun, music, games 
for kids and adults, petting 
zoo, bounce house, hayride, 
face painting, beer garden, 
wine pull, mechanical bull 
riding (3:00 - 6:00 p.m. with 
contest at 5:00 p.m.), soccer 
and volleyball tournaments 

and more.
The children’s saints 

costume contest will be held 
at 11:30 a.m. Categories: age 
3 and under; ages 4-8; ages 
9-12; ages 13-18. Judging is 
based on knowledge of the 
saint and accuracy of the 
costume. Kids' baking con-
test will be at 12:30 p.m. 
Bring enough of your item 
for three judges to taste. 
Categories: ages 5-8; 9-12; 
and 13-18. Judging is based 

on originality, presentation 
and flavor/taste.

Tickets for a raffle of more 
than $10,000 worth of prizes 
can be bought at the festival 
or on-line. Need not be 
present to win. (The drawing 
will be on December 14.) Go 
to https://secure.myvanco.
com/L-ZWAJ/home. All pro-
ceeds go to the completion of 
our new church.

The October meeting was 
called to order by President 
Robin Daugherty followed by 
the pledge of allegiance and 
prayer for the country.

The theme for the meet-
ing was, of course, Hal-
loween, and members 
dressed in costumes. Every-
one had so much fun! Mem-
bers were treated to taco 

soup and desserts and 
tricked into playing Bingo. 
Members and guests voted 
for the best costume and the 
prize was awarded to 
Raggedy Ann (aka Kathy 
Taylor). The winners of the 
BINGO games were The 
Scarlet Witch, Heather 
Rollins, and the Bumble Bee, 
Griselda Chalk. 

The next meeting will be 
held on November 10 and 
everyone will be getting 
ready for the Annual 
Thanksgiving Luncheon on 
November 13, from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Bring a 
friend and come hungry.

Reported by
Jeannine Hayes

WOMENS’ SERVICE CLUB
Having a Boo-tiful time

ball drop.”
Chalk and her husband 

live just outside of Emory 
near Lake Fork moving to 
the local area in 2018. She 
lived in California from the 
time she was three years old. 
After high school she went 
to vocational school to train 
as an executive legal secre-
tary and ended up working as 
an executive secretary for a 
fertilizer company for 15 
years. While married to her 
first husband she had two 
sons, but the marriage ended 

in divorce and her ex hus-
band went to live in Florida 
while she remained in Cali-
fornia. She met Ed Chalk 
(who now is retired from the 
Air Force) in a chat room. 
He visited her in California 
and they got married 20 
years ago as of this Novem-
ber. One of her sons moved 
to the local area three years 
ago and the other son lives in 
California.

Chalk likes to crochet 
American flags and for the 
past two years has raffled 

them off. She also spends 
time with her dogs – a Shih 
Tzu and a Chihuahua mix. 
She also takes care of her 
father who lives in her home.

Chalk and her husband 
adopted his granddaughter 
13 years ago and she is now 
in seventh grade at Rains 
ISD. The couple travels to 
Florida and Alabama to visit 
grandchildren and she tries 
to attend all auxiliary confer-
ences and keep updated on 
auxiliary events that are 
coming up.

SPOTLIGHT
Continued from page 1
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The Rains County Sher-
iff’s Office took the following 
reports of activity during the 
week of October 13–19:

Arrests
10-13: Charles Davis. 

Private secu-
rity know-
ingly failed 
to maintain 
i n s u r a n c e , 
$ 7 5 , 7 7 1 
bond.

1 0 - 1 3 :
M i c h a e l 
B r a d l e y 
L e m m o n d . 

Driving while intoxicated 
2nd, $25,000 bond.

10-13: Cody Ryan McA-
ree. Possession of a con-
trolled substance PG 3 less 
than 28 gr., no bond listed. 

10-17: Billy Paul Neal. 
Assault causing bodily injury 
to family member, $25,000 
bond.

10-17: Bryan Spence. 
Criminal mischief greater 
than or equal to $100 less 
than $750, $10,000 bond.

10-18: Caleb Howe. Con-
sumption of alcohol by a 
minor, no bond listed.

10-19: Jessica Daniel 
Quinn. Driving while intoxi-
cated 3rd or more if at trial, 
$75,000 bond.

Calls
10-13: PR 5441 Medical 

alarm 83-year-old male 
sweating a lot and needs to 
be transported to the hospi-
tal; FM 2737 Seven donkeys 
out on the roadway; CR 
3425 Female saw someone in 
her yard with a flashlight and 
she fired a shot in the air and 
they left; Point 2nd St. 
Medical assist 84-year-old 
male fell just inside back 
door; East Tawakoni (ET) 
Briggs Blvd. Medical assist 
45-year-old male left side of 
body numb and trouble 
breathing; Skyline Dr. Ani-
mal welfare concern for dog 

whose owner went to the 
hospital; PR 7423 Con-
trolled brush fire; CR 1540 
Medical assist 69-year-old 
female may be having a 
stroke; Sheriff’s Office (SO) 
Caller has questions about a 
sex offender; Hwy. 19N 
Medical assist 39-year-old 
male with gangrene in his 
foot and in pain; FM 513 
Male screaming saying some-
one is off their medication  
and causing problems and 
they have a knife; Hwy. 19N 
Welfare concern for male 
who fell; Airport Rd. Suspi-
cious person; Hwy. 19N 
Medical assist 58-year-old 
female with low body tem-
perature; FM 2795 Theft of 
hay bailer monitor; SO lobby 
Male reports someone stole 
fishing poles out of the back 
of his truck while he was at 
Sidekick’s; E Lennon Dr. 
Reckless driver - one 
arrested; PR 5449 Medical 
assist 74-year-old female 
possibly having a stroke; 
Hwy. 19N Welfare concern 
for male with Parkinson’s; 
FM 515 Vehicle struck a dog 
and has a lot of damage and 
the dog is still alive; SO 
lobby Complaint concerning 
male striking a two-year-old 
in the back of the head at the 
Rains Development Center; 
PR 7709 Controlled burn; 
Hwy. 69 Reckless driver in 
Dodge truck trying to hit a 
Kia Sol; Hwy. 19N Reckless 
driver in small white 4-door 
car driving at high speeds; 
FM 2737 Male would like 
help retrieving a box blind 
from a property he previously 
hunted on that was sold; CR 
1310 Brush fire from previ-
ous day is reigniting; FM 779 
Welfare concern for female 
in danger in vehicle with the 
driver acting crazy - one 
male arrested; CR 1308 
Medical assist 81-year-old 
female with breathing prob-
lems; CR 2250 Trash in the 
roadway; S Texas St. Female 

screaming for help.
10-14: Hwy. 19N Medi-

cal assist 84-year-old male 
slipped out of his chair; Doris 
Briggs Pkwy. Male with long 
grey hair came inside and is 
talking to himself; E Lennon 
Dr. Two-vehicle accident; 
Rhodes Dr. Female trying to 
leave and male won’t let her; 
Honeysuckle Ln. Truck 
behind garbage truck acting 
crazy drove around caller 
and into a field; CR 1310 
Brush fire from other day 
reigniting; Ave. A Medical 
assist 40-year-old female 
with difficulty breathing; 
Hwy. 19S Black cow stand-
ing on the white line on the 
road; S Dunbar St. Neighbor 
dispute and two in custody 
for assault family violence; 
Hwy. 69 Reckless driver in 
white Kia unable to maintain 
lane and speeding; FM 2795 
Cow in the road; CR 1307 
Medical assist 68-year-old 
female fell and can’t get up; 
Hwy. 19N Medical assist 
male on hospice fell; CR 
1425 Neighbor’s dog has 
been chasing the caller’s son 
down the road and caller 
would like for the dog to be 
put on a leash or cage so it 
will stop chasing her son; CR 
1320 Reckless driver in black 
Chevy truck possibly with 
intoxicated driver; FM 275 
Driver struck a deer. 

10-15: PR 7330 Medical 
assist 74-year-old male with 
dementia screaming and not 
acting normal; FM 2737 
Herd of donkeys on the road; 
CR 4455 Male heard some-
one at his door for about 30 
minutes; Hwy. 19N Neigh-
bor is trying to get into 
female’s trailer and he seems 
dazed and confused; CR 
4455 Male hears someone 
outside again; Emory 2nd St 
Medical assist 84-year-old 
male fell out of bed and can’t 
get up; SO lobby Male is 
having trouble with people 
in a home that he owns; 
Skyline Dr. Neighbor dispute 
about a car in the wrong 
driveway; FM 2795 Medical 
assist Person having a 
seizure; FM 2795 Vehicle in 
the roadway; Doris Briggs 
Pkwy. Male standing by 
dumpster smoking and look-
ing in windows; E Lennon 
Dr. Abandoned vehicle; SO 
lobby Gun that was reported 
lost or stolen was found; FM 
3299 Medical assist for 
employee with a cut on her 
forehead; Skyline Dr. Male 
ran the caller off the road 
and slammed him in his car 
door two times; CR 4455 
Welfare concern for male 
who hasn’t slept in two days 
and says his dead father is 
there commanding other 

spirits to remove him from 
the home; CR 3030 84-year-
old female with history of 
stroke having problems with 
her memory; CR 1395 Male 
stated that he was going to 
try and take their son from 
caller and she wants to make 
sure he isn’t at her residence; 
Skyline Dr. Reckless driver 
has been drinking; Hwy. 19S 
Welfare concern for female 
who is drinking again and 
can’t be reached; PR 7332 
Medical assist for person 
who just got out of hospital 
for a stroke but needs to go 
back; FM 47 Breach of 
domestic protective order by 
a female; FM 2737 Donkeys 
out; CR 1399 Repossession 
of Ford Ranger; FM 2795 
Report of vehicle on side of 
road with driver sitting 
behind the vehicle with a 
dog; FM 2795 Suspicious 
vehicle near abandoned 
homes.

10-16: W Lennon Dr. 
Male keeps coming in and 
hanging around; Skyline Dr. 
Neighbor dispute; SO lobby 
Female want to get an 
emergency protective order 
against a male because he is 
threatening suicide and 
using hard core drugs; Hwy. 
19N Dead deer at entrance 
to neighborhood; CR 4235 
Medical assist 46-year-old 
female struggling to breathe; 
W Quitman St. Medical 
assist 69-year-old female fell 
in the shower; SO call Some-
one is trying to use female’s 
phone number to get human 
services and requesting cards 
saying she can get food; CR 
1308 Audio equipment 
being rewired in home under 
construction was cut; ET 
Garrett Ave. Welfare con-
cern for 91-year-old female 
has been hallucinating; CR 
2110 Medical assist 44-year-
old male light headed with 
sinus infection and cellulitis; 
E Lennon Dr. Suspicious 
person; SO lobby Male 
provided information on 
good character letter for 
immigration; W Quitman St. 
Disorderly conduct; County 
Clerk’s Office Male in cus-
tody is banging his head on 
the glass; Hwy. 69 at Hwy. 
19 Reckless driver all over 
the road; Hwy. 19 Reckless 
driver Chevy Tahoe drove 
past caller on the right hand 
side at high rate of speed; 
Hwy. 19N Dead deer by 
mailbox; PR 5451 Medical 
assist for male who just got 
out of hospital and needs 
help getting out of vehicle; 
SO lobby Bag of needles 
found in the park turned into 
SO; Kansas St. Medical 
assist 47-year-old male with 
chest pains and history of 

heart attacks; Tawakoni Dr. 
Female was assaulted in her 
truck and thrown to the 
ground; CR 4400 Suspicious 
person walking; Lake Fork 
Dr. Power plant box is 
sparking; FM 2737 Donkeys 
out; SO lobby Female 
reports they were attacked at 
the park; Hwy. 19N Aban-
doned vehicle.

10-17: CR 2420 Camper 
on fire; Skyline Dr. Medical 
assist male fell and thinks he 
broke his hip; Hwy. 69 
Controlled burn; E Lennon 
Dr. Theft at Dollar General; 
Laresa St. Medical assist for 
male in kidney failure; CR 
3330 Dogs being aggressive 
to UPS driver; Hwy. 19 
Medical assist for lethargic 
female who has been drink-
ing; SO lobby Female receiv-
ing threatening texts and 
phone calls from estranged 
husband; CR 1490 Animal 
welfare concern for dogs on 
property where dogs were 
previously seized for malnu-
trition; FM 2324 Animal bite 
reported; FM 2324 5-6 don-
keys in the road; E North St. 
Neighbor has a rooster and 
person wants to know if 
there is an ordinance for 
roosters; CR 1220 Medical 
assist 79-year-old male who 
has been sick and had a 
stroke a few months ago; E 
Lennon Dr. Abandoned car 
in caller’s driveway; Santa Fe 
St. Child custody issues 
female went to pick up kids 
and no one is home; Hwy. 
2795 Hit and run accident; 
FM 515 Renter thinks some-
one is living at storage units; 
CR 1307 Domestic distur-
bance intoxicated male 
slapped female; CR 3335 
Son is kicking storm door 
and damaging property; CR 
1307 Medical assist male 
with breathing issues.

10-18: E Lennon Dr. 
Suspicious vehicle sitting for 
an hour; CR 3350 Husband 
is irate and won’t leave caller 
alone; Hwy. 69 Person in the 
ditch by the solar farm; Hwy. 
276 Suspicious vehicle been 
parked there all night with 
the light on; Hwy. 276 
Domestic disturbance 
between brother and sister 
while parents are out of 
town; FM 2946 Two-vehicle 
accident; CR 4480 Medical 
assist 69-year-old male can’t 
move and in pain and may be 
having heart attack; Hwy. 
276 Found property; McMil-
lan Dr. Assault of female; 
CR 1412 Welfare concern 
70-year-old female fell two 
days before and needs to to 
to the ER now; CR 1402 
Controlled burn; FM 2946 
Theft of service customer 
won’t leave after she was 

supposed to be out; CR 1622 
Medical assist 76-year-old 
male with severe leg and 
back pain; FM 779 Welfare 
concern for a juvenile male; 
CR 1525 Neighbors are 
shooting gun in the air; FM 
779 Male with schizophrenia 
walking on the road; Hwy. 
19N Reckless driver in white 
F350 with trailer with no 
lights; CR 1540 Medical 
assist 52-year-old male with 
low blood pressure and chest 
pain; CR 3330 Suspicious 
vehicle. 

10-19: Hwy. 19S Reckless 
driver; Hwy. 19N near the 
bridge Injured deer keeps 
crawling and may get into 
the road again; CR 3210 
Medical assist 83-year-old 
male fell; Hwy. 69 Welfare 
concern for male walking on 
the side of the road; Hwy. 
276 Medical assist 62-year-
old female with rapid heart 
rate; CR 3237 40-year-old 
female with difficulty breath-
ing; E North St. Box blade 
delivered was stolen; CR 
2570 Out of control grass 
fire; Smith Cir. Animal ken-
nel has a dead puppy in it; 
SO call Regarding a missing 
person with mental health 
issues; Hwy. 69 at Hwy. 19 
Vehicle broke down at the 
stop light; FM 2737 Criminal 
trespass; FM 779 Missing 
female; PR 7703 Female 
screaming for help.

The Sheriff’s Department 
reported 328 calls for the 
week. Among the calls were: 
1 criminal trespass, 1 disor-
derly conduct, 7 disturbance, 
2 domestic disturbance, 1 
structure fire, 7 livestock on 
roadway, 6 neighbor dis-
putes, 1 grass fire, 11 reckless 
driving, 3 repossessions 2 
missing persons, 4 suspicious 
activities, 8 suspicious per-
sons, 4 suspicious vehicles, 1 
terroristic threats, 4 thefts, 4 
warrant service 11 welfare 
concerns, 4 accidents, 4 
controlled burns, 2 business 
alarms, 2 residence alarms, 1 
animal bite, 4 animal welfare 
concerns, and 2 assaults.

There were 123 traffic 
stops, 42 citations, 74 warn-
ings, 34 medical calls and 23 
transports.

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff
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RAINS WILDCATS
VS.

MALAKOFF TIGERS
Thursday Night • 7:30 p.m. • Tiger Stadium

Leaping to join the fray. Rains Wildcat Triston Hurley (5) hurdles a Raider to join the scrum with Christopher Montano (4), Christian Hobbs (54) and Cooper Combs (2) to bring 
down the Winnsboro ball carrier during the 66-21 district loss to Winnsboro on Friday, October 17, at Wildcat Stadium.
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Believer’s Baptist Church
By Linda Brendle

And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you.

Luke 11:9
Pastor Jaon Rolen’s message this week was 

called “The Incomparable Christ: The Power 
of Persevering (or Audacious) Prayer.” After 
teaching His disciples to pray, Jesus told the 
parable of the persistent neighbor to 
reinforce the pattern of prayer. We can 
always approach God with boldness, and He 
will never say, “Don’t bother Me.” He may 
not answer in our timing or according to 
what we want, but He will give us what we 
need.

The BBC family met at Sandy Creek Park 
Sunday night for Church in the Park for fun, 
fellowship, and Aaron Marshall’s prize-win-
ning chili.

Sign-up sheets are available in the foyer 

this month for 2026 service opportunities in 
and through the church.

RAFFA Clinic Baby Bottle Boomerang 
Fundraiser began this Sunday. Baby bottles 
are available in the foyer. Fill one with cash 
or a check and return it by November 16.

• Quarterly Members’ Meeting Sunday, 
October 26, 6:00 p.m.

• Reformation Day Party, Friday, Octo-
ber 31, 6-8:00 p.m.

• Time Change – back one hour – 
November 2.

• Home Group Fellowships – Sunday, 
November 2.

• Playground Fundraiser Garage Sale, 
November 7 and 8.

The Asking for a Friend Podcast Special 
Edition is titled “Spurgeon the Pastor with 
Geoff Chang” Find the link at www.
bbcemory.org.

Emory Baptist Church
By Ronnie Witt

“It was right that we should make merry 
and be glad, for your brother was dead and 
is alive again, and was lost and is found.”

Luke 15:32
On Sunday morning, Bro. Richard Piles 

shared a message from the book of Luke was 
titled, “Our Faithful Father is Waiting for 
You!” In the evening, Bro. Richard’s message 
from the book of II Samuel was titled, 
“When Relationships are Confusing.” After 
the message, Emory Baptist held the October 
Members Meeting.

On Monday night, Emory Baptist hosted 
Mr. Joe Nicks, Rains ISD Superintendent, 
who shared information about the Rains ISD 
VATRE that Rains County residents will 
vote on in the next election. T.E.L. met 
Tuesday in the fellowship hall for their 
monthly meeting where they took time to 

appreciate the ministry staff. The Senior 
Adult Ministry meets Thursday, October 23, 
at 12:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall for Lunch 
& Game Day.

Looking ahead to next week, please join 
us Sunday morning for “Sonbeam Sunday.” 
This special Sunday morning service 
highlights the Sonbeam Day School ministry 
as we welcome Sonbeam students to sing a 
song they’ve been working on at school. 
Sonbeam Families, please be our special 
guests, and everyone else is welcome to 
come, too. 

On Wednesday night, October 29, join us 
on North St. for EBC’s annual Fall Festival. 
There will be game booths, candy, inflata-
bles, and hot dogs. Join us for this free family 
event. North St. is on the south side of the 
church property.

Emory Methodist Church
By Mary White

“His Master replied, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you have been faithful with 
a few things; I will put in charge of many 
things. Enter into the joy of the Lord.’”

Matthew 25:23
Rev. David Banks continued his series 

Follow Me titled “Sharing the Cadence of 
God’s Grace” with scripture text taken from 
Matthew 25 the Parable of the Talents. The 
scripture spoke on how God wants us to use 
our talents. Our responsibility is simply to do 
that which we are called to do, and nothing 
more. Be good stewards and share Christ’s 
Good News. 

On Thursday, October 23 we went to the 
Emory Health & Rehab Center to visit with 
our friends once again. We sing, tell stories 
and just have great fellowship. 

We appreciate all who made our Youth 
bake sale such a success. 

Remember, AA meets on Tuesday and 
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.

Birthday wishes go to David Rodes, Sue 
Nichols and Larry Smith. Pray for Thomas 
White, Bessie Neff, Dee Fleming, Cheryl 
Traylor and Nan Owens.

Have a great Fall week and spread the 
Good News.

I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation;

behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord.

I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart;

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness

from the great congregation.

Psalms 40:9-10 (ESV)

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H

We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.

One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 • EmoryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 SH 276 • Emory

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns II
Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School......9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship..11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795
903-473-5116

Visit stjohnemory.org for
Mass times.
From Brookshires, go east 
1.2 miles. Turn right onto 
FM 2795

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. • P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779

2-1/2 Miles East of Emory
903-269-8737

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 • 903-459-3219

Daugherty
Baptist Church
2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514

Sunday School ...... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ..... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce

903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Point, TX

9:45 a.m. …….. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ...... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. .. Wednesday Service

Pastor Dan Wynn
903-598-3220
www.fbcpoint.com

903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

On The Square

Corner Of North & Planters

Downtown Emory

903-473-3357

emorybaptist.org

Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor

Chris Henderson—Minister of Music & Sr. Adults

Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Morning Wed. Worship 6:30pm

Small Groups 9:15am (Adults, Youth, Children)

Morning Worship 10:30am Choir Practice 6:30pm

Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Believers'
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School  ......... 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study  .....  6:30 p.m.

MorningWorship  .... 10:30 a.m. Student Ministry  ......  6:30 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen — Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

Dear Savvy Senior,
What does Medicare factor 

into their star rating system? I 
need to find a 
new Medicare 
plan during 
the open 
e n r o l l m e n t 
period and 
want to get it 
right this time.

Medicare 
Shopper

Dear Shopper,
If you’re shopping and 

comparing Medicare Advan-
tage plans (the alternative to 
original Medicare) or Part D 
prescription drug plans dur-
ing the open enrollment 
(Oct. 15 – Dec. 7), you’ll 
likely find a dizzying number 
of options to choose from. 
The Medicare star rating 
system is a terrific tool to 
help you narrow down your 
choices. Here’s what you 
should know.

Understanding Star 
Ratings

The Medicare star ratings, 
which you’ll find in the 
Medicare’s online Plan 
Finder tool at Medicare.gov/
plan-compare, offers a short-
hand look at how Medicare 
Advantage and Part D plans 
measure up for quality and 
member experience.

In this annual rating sys-
tem, five stars means excel-
lent, four means above aver-
age, three means average, 
two means below average, 
and one means poor.

Medicare Advantage 
plans (but not Part D plans) 
that get at least a four-star 
rating get bonus payments 
from Medicare, which they 
can use to provide extra 
benefits.

You should also know that 
plans that get fewer than 

three stars for three consecu-
tive years, can be terminated 
by Medicare, so plans are 
incentivized to keep their 
quality up. Such low-per-
forming plans show up on 
Plan Finder with an upside-
down red triangle that has an 
exclamation point inside.

People in these low-per-
forming plans can switch to 
ones rated three stars or 
better during Medicare’s 
Special Enrollment Period 
for Disenrollment, which is 
between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31.

How Ratings Are 
Comprised

Part D and Medicare 
Advantage star ratings com-
prised up to 40 or 30 quality 
and performance measures, 
respectively. Ratings for both 
types of plans are based 
partly on member experi-
ence, customer service, and 
plan performance.

Part D ratings also assess 
prescription drug safety and 
pricing, while Medicare 
Advantage ratings also look 
at whether members are 
staying healthy and if ones 
with chronic conditions get 
the tests and treatments 
typically recommended to 
them.

Be aware that five-star 
plans are few and far 
between. The Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) has revised the 
Medicare star rating 
methodology in recent years, 
making it extremely hard for 
a plan to earn five stars.

In 2025, just 2 percent of 
people with Medicare 
Advantage/Part D plans and 
5 percent in stand-alone Part 
D plans have five stars. 
Four-star plans are much 
easier to find, as more than 
70 percent of people with 
Medicare Advantage are 

enrolled in them.

Shopping Tips

Here are some tips to 
consider when evaluating 
Medicare Advantage and 
Part D star ratings during 
open enrollment:

• Don’t choose or reject 
a Medicare Advantage or 
Part D plan only because of 
its star rating. Costs and 
access to services or health 
providers should be your top 
priority when choosing a 
plan. But a star rating could 
be your deciding factor when 
choosing between two plans 
with similar out-of-pocket 
costs and coverage.

• Don’t panic if a plan’s 
2026 star rating is slightly 
lower than its 2025 rating.
The downgrade could be due 
to a blip in the way the 
ratings are computed from 
year to year. It’s best to look 
at a plan’s star-rating history 
over several years.

• If you’re fine with the 
cost and coverage of a plan 
but concerned about its star 
rating, click through the 
Medicare Plan Finder for 
the star ratings subcate-
gories. You’ll be able to see 
how the plan scored in the 
specific quality and member 
satisfaction yardsticks that 
matter to you.

If you have questions or 
need help choosing a plan, 
contact your State Health 
Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (877-839-2675,
ShipHelp.org), which offers 
free unbiased Medicare 
counseling in person or over 
the phone.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIORS
How to Use Medicare’s Star Ratings

System During Open Enrollment

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior
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HELP WANTED

BUY IT! SELL IT! 
FIND IT!

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!
For information,

call 903-473-2653

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

FOR SALE

The Rains County 
Good Samaritan
Thrift/Clothes store 
will be open Saturdays 
in October from 8 am 
- noon.  Clothes sale is 
open Mon.-Wed., 8 
am-12 pm, and 1 
pm-4 pm. Open 8 am 
- noon on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC

Browse our wide 
selection of RV Parts 
and Accessories. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-
473-8788.

YARD SALE

Moving/Yard Sale at 
125 RCR 3379, Oct. 
23-26. Lot’s of things 
and many collectibles. 
8am-5pm. 

RENT/LEASE

ALL BILLS PAID
EAGLE INN 

APARTMENTS

2-BR $973/mth. No 
deposit! Apply at 
eagleinnapartments.
com.

STORAGE UNITS

EMORY SELF STOR-
AGE, Hwy. 69S, 410 
E. Lennon. Now offer-
ing climate-controlled 
units.  903-474-9150, 
903-348-5459.

SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

MCKENZIE LAKE 
WORKS. Building 
boathouses and docks 
since 2001.  Steel/
metal bldgs., & home 
remodeling. www.m-
ckenz ie lakeworks .
com. 903-269-6173.

HOOTEN’S HARD-
WARE, LLC 

Has all your welding, 
welding repair and 
lumber needs avail-
able on site. Hwy. 
69N in Emory. 903-

473-8788.G

DODSON AND SONS 
Painting, drywall, car-
pentry and more. 
903-259-8541. For 
plumbing needs call 
Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

CONSTRUCTION

G&G GRAVEL. All 
types of gravel, 
chipped asphalt, avail-
able for spreading, free 
estimates. Miller 
Grove. Bret Garrett 
903-268-6910.

DIRT & TRACTOR WORK

TONY JENNINGS 
DIRT WORK – Will 
pump out, clean out 
pools, fence rows, 
etc., with excavator/
trackhoe. Free esti-
mates. Home 903-
473-2508. Cell 903-
530-7014.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC

Tim Hooten
Lawn maintenance, 
sodding, landscaping, 
tree trimming & 
removal, retaining 
walls, irrigation sys-
tems. LI 0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

SMITH’S
LAWN CARE

Landscaping, fencing, 
hedge trimming, 
weekly/biweekly rates. 
903-521-8506, free 
estimates.

YARD & PASTURE 
mowing, weed control, 
backhoe work, and 
more.903-474-3897.

TREE SERVICES

LEGACY TREE SER-
VICE. www.TheWil-
sonLegacy.com 903-
455-1587. Insured, 
credit cards, appoint-
ments. We specialize 
in high risk removals. 
Trimming, Removals, 
Stumps.

HOOTEN’S LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE, LLC. 
Tree trimming/re-
moval. Credit cards, 
insured. LI0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

APPLIANCE REPAIR

AVS APPLIANCE SER-
VICE – Servicing most 
household appliances. 
All work guaranteed. 
903-473-8862.

HELP WANTED

RAINS ISD NEEDS: 
Custodian/Custodian 
Substitutes, Bus Drivers/
Substitutes, Food Ser-
vice Employee/Substi-
tutes, Child Develop-
ment Center Employee/
Substitutes. Salary 
based on experience. 
$320/month of full-
time employee health 
coverage paid. Apply 
on-line at https://www.
rainsisd.org Equal 
Employment Opportu-
nity.

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS

BUYING PROPERTY IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER 
SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. 
urges any prospective buyer to 
verify with the manager at the 
office, located on FM 1567, east 
of Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., 
or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is 
available at the tract of land in 
question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC NOTICE
On September 9, 2025, East 
Texas Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
(“ETEC”) and Northeast Texas 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
(“NTEC”) filed a Joint 
Application with the Public 
Utility Commission of Texas 
(“PUC” or “Commission”) 
requesting the Commission 
approve the transfer of 
Certificate of Convenience and 
Necessity (“CCN”) rights held 
by NTEC to ETEC pursuant to 
Public Utility Regulatory Act 
(“PURA”) § 37.154.

If the PUC adopts the 45-day 
intervention deadline proposed 
in the Joint Application, the 
deadline to intervene will be Oc-
tober 24, 2025, and a letter re-
questing intervention should be 
received by the PUC, at its ad-
dress provided below, by that 
date. Persons who wish to inter-
vene in or comment upon these 
proceedings, or obtain further 
information, should contact the 
Public Utility Commission of 
Texas, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, 
Texas 78711-3326, or call the 
PUC’s Office of Consumer Pro-
tection at 512-936-7120 or 1-
888-782-8477. Hearing and 
speech impaired individuals 
with text telephones (TTY) may 
contact the PUC at 512-936-
7136 or use Relay Texas (toll-
free) 1-800-735-2988. All com-
munications should refer to 
Docket No. 58654, and any re-
quest to intervene in that pro-
ceeding should include an email 
address and fax number (if 
available) as contact informa-
tion. Persons with questions or 
who want more information 
about this Joint Application may 
contact ETEC’s legal represen-
tatives at Balch & Bingham LLP, 
919 Congress Avenue Suite 840 
Austin, Texas 78701, or call 
(512) 583-1714 during normal 
business hours. A complete 
copy of the Joint Application is 
available on the Commission’s 
website at www.puc.state.tx.us. 
The Commission maintains an 
electronic copy of all fillings on 
the “Interchange Filing Search” 
section of its website. The con-
trol number for this proceeding 
is 58654. 

HELP NEEDED
City of Point

Parks Employee
Entry level, Full-time, $14.00 per 
hour, City paid medical, dental, 
vision after probation period. 
Retirement benefits.
No Experience necessary.
Duties: Mowing, Weed Eating, 
Meter Reading, working with 
Distribution as needed, team 
player.
Please email resume to 
cityclerk@cityofpoint.org
Applications can be picked up 
and filled out at City of Point
320 N Locust Street
Point, Texas 75472
903-598-3296 ext 222

CITY OF POINT
PUBLIC NOTICE

Accepting sealed bids on 
seizure vehicle from October 23 
2025-November 23 2025.
Bids will be opened during 
regular council meeting on 
December 9th 2025 @ 6pm.
2009 Red Chevy Cobalt
4 door passenger vehicle
Will need to be towed.
Can view in parking lot of Point 
City Hall.
Turn in sealed bids at:

Point City Hall
320 N Locust Street
Point, TX  75472

Questions may be forwarded to 
cityclerk@cityofpoint.org

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE
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Sports

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcat foot-
ball team could not keep up 
with the big play offense of 
the Winnsboro Red Raiders 
and lost the district contest, 
66-21, on Friday night, 
October 17.

The Wildcats started the 
game with a nine-play drive, 
but the next nine drives by 
both teams were finished by 
long touchdowns in less than 
three plays.

The score at the end of 
the first quarter was already 
35-14 with a total of 28 plays 
run by both teams. The 
shortened game had 50 total 
plays in the first half, but 
only 20 plays in the second 
half.

The Raiders offense 
amassed 584 total yards, and 
the Rains offense did its best 
to keep up as it gained 204 
yards on the ground and 128 
yards in the air.

Senior Taisean Shields 
gained 116 yards on 11 
carries with two touch-
downs, while junior Jabari 
Shields ran the ball eight 
times for 88 yards and a 
touchdown.

Sophomore Major Wal-
lace finished with three 
completions for 78 yards, 
while J. Shields completed 
two passes for 50 yards.

J. Shields caught two 
passes for 70 yards, and 
Wallace caught a pass for 28 
yards.

On the defensive side of 
the ball, senior Kenneth 
Griffith finished with six 
tackles, while senior Jason 
Jones finished with four 
tackles.

The Wildcats started with 
the ball and couldn’t find 
any room to run. They did 
find positive yards as J. 
Shields completed passes of 
22 and 28.

Unfortunately, the drive 

ended with an interception 
at the five-yard line and 
Winnsboro took over.

The Raiders broke the 
first run for 26 yards followed 
by a 57-yard touchdown run. 
Rains 0, Winnsboro 7.

The Rains offense under 
Wallace got a two-yard run 
and a three-yard pass. A face 
mask penalty was added to 
the end of the run.

T. Shields finished the 
drive as he ran through a 
huge hole in the middle of 
the line for a 35-yard touch-
down. Rains 7, Winnsboro 7.

Winnsboro immediately 
scored on a pass play from 59 
yards out to reclaim the lead. 
Rains 7, Winnsboro 14.

The Wildcats were held to 
a three-and-out, but the 
Raiders scored on a 52-yard 
touchdown pass. Rains 7, 
Winnsboro 21.

The ball was stripped 
loose on the next play by the 
Rains offense and Winns-
boro recovered. The Raiders 
ran the ball 18 yards into the 
end zone. Rains 7, Winns-
boro 28.

T. Shields found a hole on 
the right side of the line and 
sprinted 67 yards for a 
touchdown in the next 
Wildcat drive. Rains 14, 
Winnsboro 28.

The Raiders started their 
next drive with a 19-yard run 
before scoring on a 54-yard 
pass. Rains 14, Winnsboro 
35.

The Rains offense had a 
nine-yard run and a four-
yard run for the first down as 
the first quarter ended.

They continued to grind 
out yardage on the ground 
with three straight runs, but 
a pass into the end zone was 
intercepted to halt the drive.

Winnsboro moved to a 
methodical game plan as 
they moved the ball 80 yards 
in eight plays. The drive was 
finished with a four-yard 
touchdown pass. Rains 14, 

Winnsboro 42.
The Wildcats moved the 

ball five yards in three plays, 
but an incompletion on 
fourth down turned the ball 
over on downs.

The Raiders started with 
two runs for minimum yards 
before scoring on a 36-yard 
touchdown pass. Rains 14, 
Winnsboro 49.

The Rains offense had two 
runs for negative yards as the 
first half of the game ended.

Winnsboro started the 
second half with four runs 
that covered 40 yards. They 
finished the drive with a 
20-yard touchdown run. 
Rains 14, Winnsboro 56.

After the Wildcat offense 
lost three yards and then 
gained three yards, J. Shields 
found a hold on the right 
side and ran 80 yards for the 
touchdown. Rains 21, 
Winnsboro 56.

The Raider offense put 
together a 7-play, 67-yard 
drive, but were held out of 
the end zone. They settled 
for a field goal. Rains 21, 
Winnsboro 59.

The next Rains drive was 
stopped immediately by an 
interception on the first play. 
The Raiders took advantage 
and scored on a 27-yard pass. 
Rains 21, Winnsboro 66.

As time ticked down, the 
Wildcats got off one last 
play. Wallace completed a 
pass to J. Shields, and he 
weaved his way to the end 
zone.

Unfortunately, he was 
tripped up and land short of 
the goal line to end the 
game. Rains 21, Winnsboro 
66.

The Rains Wildcats fall to 
1-2 in District 3A-7-1 and 
2-5 overall.

They will travel to 
Malakoff on Thursday, 
October 23 to take on the 
Malakoff Tigers at Tiger 
Stadium with kickoff at 7:30 
p.m.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Wildcat Nate Scott (19) cuts back through the arm tackle of the Red Raider defender 
during the 66-21 district loss to Winnsboro on Friday night, October 17.

RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

Wildcats outpaced by
Red Raiders offense in loss

RAINS LADY CAT VOLLEYBALL

Ladies fall to Tigers in home finale

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Lady Cat Harper Jones (4) digs the kill attempt of the Lady Tigers during the loss to 
Commerce on Tuesday, October 21. The Lady Cats fall to 1-8 in district and 6-29 overall.

WESTYN’S 5K RUN

Youth leading the way on race day

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Over 70 runners take off through the streets of Emory in the Westyn’s 5K Run & Walk on 
Saturday morning, October 18. Aaron Velazquez would win the race, and proceeds from 
the event go to the Westyn Mandrell Foundation to save lives with anti-choking devices.


