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Rain Report

Thu., May 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.46 in.
Fri., May 5   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.28 in.
Sun., May 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.01 in.
Tue., May 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.01 in.
Total for May . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.76 in.
Year to date  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23.72 in.
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SPOTLIGHT

Emory Senior Center receives award for its senior nutrition program
By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Early in April the Emory Senior 
Center was selected as a recipient 
for a Senior Nutrition Program and 
National Nutrition Month gift box 
from the National Association of 
Nutrition and Aging Services Pro-
grams (NANASP). A letter from 
NANASP stated that it was de-
lighted to learn about the activities 
offered and the Center’s on-site gar-
den. 

Stacy Martin, director of the 
Emory Senior Center, was told by 

her boss that Emory had a model se-
nior center. Martin talked to the 
Rains County Leader about its gar-
den and many activities. 

“We started raised beds last 
spring and replanted them this 
spring,” said Martin. “There is a bed 
for pansies, one for irises, and a bed 
each for tomatoes and peppers. We 
serve snacks at the center from the 
vegetable beds.”

Martin said that hot lunches are 
served to clients 60 and above Mon-
day through Friday. There is no 
charge for clients, but there is a do-
nation box. Bingo is two times a 

week, plus there are puzzles, card 
games, dominoes and music is often 
played. There are special celebra-
tions at Christmas when there is a 
live singer, and everyone brings 
their favorite dish. In honor of 
Mother’s Day, the Salt and Light 
Kid Group will visit the center to 
sing and give each lady a flower. A 
representative from Family First 
Home Health Care in Greenville 
visits the Center once a month to 
celebrate birthdays.

“The average number of clients is 
about 65,” said Martin. “The center 
is a wonderful place for fellowship. 

We have two employees, Karen 
Yeakel and Laura Clarkson. We also 
have volunteers, two on a regular 
basis. We appreciate them and have 
applications for anyone interested in 
serving as one. The center is open 
on weekdays from 9:00 a.m. until 
2:00 p.m.

Martin retired from teaching in 
2019 after 34 years at Rains ISD. 
She has lived in Alba since 2005, 
and at one time worked for the Re-
gional Education Center, at the 
Reading Teacher Academy, teach-
ing reading strategies to other teach-
ers.

She has been married to husband 
Trey for 35 years and has a daughter 
and son who graduated from Rains 
ISD. Her daughter works for a non-
profit organization in Australia that 
builds hospitals and schools in 
Papua, New Guinea. Her son builds 
homes in Frisco.  

Martin was born in North Dakota 
and lived in Liberty City, Texas, 
moving to the state in order to teach.  
She loves reading, gardening and 
scuba diving. She and her family go 
to Mexico about five times a year to 
scuba dive.

EAST TAWAKONI

Annual chance to run a 
nautical mile this weekend

SALES TAX ALLOCATIONS

State returns up, but local 
tax returns down

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The City of East Tawakoni will 
hold the annual Race Across the 
SSGT McNabb Memorial Bridge 
on Saturday, May 11, to benefit the 
city’s parks.

The fun run/walk will start at 
8:00 a.m. with participants able to 
do a nautical mile, or 1.15 miles, 
across the bridge over Lake 
Tawakoni.

The 5K race is scheduled to start 
at 8:30 a.m. With runners racing to 
a halfway point and returning to 
the starting line to get their medals.

Entry fee for the 5K race is $25, 
while the fun run will cost $15. 

Participants can register at http://
g e t m e re g i s t e re d . c o m / E a s t 
Tawakoni.

The northern lane of the SSGT 
McNabb Memorial bridge on 
Hwy. 276 will be blocked off to al-
low runners to participate in the 
event.

Boats are expected to be on 
Lake Tawakoni near the bridge 
playing music to keep runners and 
walkers motivated.

The two mile bridge over Lake 
Tawakoni was dedicated to Staff 
Sergeant Shawn Henry McNabb of 
Poetry in January of 2022. McN-
abb, an Army medic in the “Night 
Stalkers,” was killed during a mis-
sion in Afghanistan in 2009.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The office of Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar is returning over a 
billion dollars to statewide taxing 
districts in May, but local entities 
will see decreases in returns for 
May compared to 2023.

The $1.2 billion being returned 
to Texas cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose taxing 
districts is 0.4 percent more that 
May of 2023. The allocations are 
based on sales made in January, 
February and March by businesses 
that report quarterly, as well as 
sales in March by businesses that 

report tax monthly.
Rains County, with a half-cent 

sales tax rate, will have 
$83,206.058 returned from the 
state. The total is 12.39 percent 
less than May of last year, but the 
county remains 1.27 percent ahead 
of the year-to-date total from May 
of 2023 at $403,000.56. 

As for the municipalities in the 
county, East Tawakoni saw the 
smallest decrease in the amount of 
money being returned in May from 
the 1.5-percent sales tax rate, with 
Emory and Point having double-
digit decreases as compared to the 

Leader file photo by CHUCK FITTS

FOUNDERS DAY

Festival, concert deemed huge success

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Officials stated that the 
Founder’s Day Festival and con-
cert held on Saturday, May 4, in 
Sandy Creek Park was a success.

“Founder’s Day was a huge suc-
cess,” Emory EDC Director Leah 
Drown said. “I couldn’t have asked 
for better weather or attendance.” 

The event raised over $50,000 
with proceeds to benefit the city 
parks in Emory. Over 40 vendor ta-
bles were set up in the park with 
activities throughout the morning 
for everyone including a bounce 
house, petting zoo, food trucks and 
carnival games.

Local organizations held 
fundraisers during the event with 
the Emory Lions Clubs pancake 

breakfast in the morning and the 
Emory VFD chicken roast at lunch.

This year’s concert featured 
Neal McCoy with over 700 people 
enjoying the outdoor concert de-
spite a brief shower.

“Founder’s Day 2024 went off 
without a hitch,” Drown stated. 
“it’s time to start planning next 
year’s event!”

Top photo courtesy photo, lower photos Leader photos by JENNIFER HILL

Top: Concert goers enjoy the performance of Neal McCoy and Josh Warren; (lower left) Henry Potts (left) and Mickey Cooper 
share stories at the Emory Volunteer Fire Department chicken roast; (lower right) Hazel Overbey gets introduced to barnyard 
animals at the petting zoo.

see SALES TAX on page 2



last year.
With a decrease of 4.09 

percent in sales tax revenues 
from this time last year, East 
Tawakoni is expecting 
$11,787.70 from the state in 
May. The year-to-date total for 
the city remains 2.62 percent 
behind 2023 totals at 
$42,913.84.

Compared to May of last 
year, the City of Emory saw a 
11.72 percent decrease in the 
amount of funds being returned 
in May. The $158,937.98 being 
returned from the state, 

increases the year-to-date total 
to $734,782.62, or 4.57 less than 
May of 2023.

Point is expected to receive 
$11,839.04 from the state in 
May, which is 16.61 percent less 
than the same month in 2023. 
They remain 10.13 percent 
behind last year's total at 
$63,946.34.

The Texas Comptroller’s 
office is expected to release local 
sales tax allocations made from 
sales in April for those reporting 
monthly during the second week 
of June.

SALES TAX
Continued from page 1
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GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory – Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00 
p.m., Sat. 12:00-1:00 p.m., open 
meetings. Emory United 
Methodist Church Fellowship 
Hall. For info call 903-243-6766 
or 903-439-7573

AL-ANON – Thurs., 7:00 p.m., 
Crossroads Al-anon Group, 
103 N. Houston St., Edgewood, 
903-896-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156, 
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. – 
4th Mon., 5:15 p.m., 215 N. Duffy 
St., Emory, 903-438-6045. Buffet 
breakfast - 2nd Saturday 7:00-
10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE – Tues., 7:00 - 
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community 
Center

CUB SCOUTS – 1st, 2nd, 4th 
Sunday, Masonic lodge 4:30 p.m. 
Email haywirewoman@gmail.com.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY – 
every Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory 
Baptist Church

EAST TAWAKONI SENIOR 
CITIZEN GAME DAY – every 
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255 
Oakleaf Trail. 

EMORY LIONS CLUB – 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m.
Dos Charros in Emory. Call for 
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM 
CHURCH OF GOD – 3rd Fri., 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 
10830 FM 514, Emory. 
903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS CO. 
PUBLIC LIBRARY – 3rd Thurs., 
1:00 p.m., Meadows Cultural 
Center, Rains County Public 
Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS – 
1st Thurs., 11:30 a.m., 
www.lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH 
FOOD PANTRY – 2nd Tues., 1-4 
p.m. 9483 W. FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE 
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first 
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at 
Winnsboro Gun Club, Winnsboro 
TX. Sue Parrish 903-473-9819 

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN’S 
ASSOC. – 2nd Tues., 6:30 p.m. 
Lovell’s Restaurant, Lake Fork 
Marina

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 – 4th Thurs., 6:30 p.m., 
Lodge on Hwy. 69

NORTHEAST TEXAS 
DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE – 
4th Thurs., 6:00-7:30 p.m., 
Rose Community Center

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD OF 
RAINS COUNTY – 3rd Mon., 7:00 
p.m., AgriLife Extension and 
Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB – 1st 
Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point 
Community Center, 903-269-8446

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO 
ASSOCIATION
2nd Sat. of each month 9:00 a.m.
Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS COUNTY CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE – 3rd Thursday, 
5:30 p.m. Visitor’s Center, 
903-473-3913

RAINS GARDEN CLUB – 2nd 
Mon., 11:00 a.m.,
Scarbrough Haven, Email 
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail.com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY – 3rd Mon., 6:00 p.m., 
Emory Development Corp.

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY 
BOARD – 4th Mon., 5:30 p.m., 
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., 
Meadows Cultural Center, 
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD 
SAMARITANS – Food Pantry open 
1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. & Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY – 
3rd Sat., 1:00 p.m.
Meadows Cultural Center, 
Rains County Public Library

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING 
CLUB – Thurs., 9:00 a.m.-noon, 
903-598-3021 
Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN’S SERVICE CLUB – 
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m., 
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN NEED, INC. – 
A Battered Women’s Shelter. 
Call 903-455-4612 or 
903-454-HELP

EAST TAWAKONI CITY 
COUNCIL
3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m., 
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL 
2nd Tues., 7:00 p.m., 
Emory City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL 
2nd Thurs., 6:45 p.m., 
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY 
APPRAISAL DISTRICT
3rd Thurs. of every month, 
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m.

RAINS COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
2nd & 4th Thurs., 10:00 a.m., 
Rains County Courthouse 

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m., 
Rains ISD Board Room

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY 
SERVICES DISTRICT #1
3rd Monday, 6:30 p.m., 
Emory Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS 
SERVICE OFFICE:
Mon., Tues. and Thurs., 8:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m., 110 E. North St.
TRANSPORTATION:
To schedule a ride Call 903-474-
7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD & 
BRIDGE
Open Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-4 p.m.
903-473-5099 or 5098

NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will be 
open Monday-Thursday in the 
building behind the public 
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory. 
Hours for Mon.-Wed. are 8:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., closed noon-
1:00 p.m. Hours for Thursday 
are 8:00 a.m. - noon. Thrift sales 
will be open every Saturday in 
May from 8:00 a.m. - noon. 
Funds go to buy food for the 
needy and to operate the center.

Hooker Cemetery 
Clean-up May 11

The Hooker Cemetery Asso-
ciation will hold its annual 
clean-up day on Saturday, May 
11, beginning at 8:00 a.m., 
weather permitting. Bring tools 
and a sack lunch. Many volun-
teers are needed. For more 

information, call Donna Fletcher 
at 903-268-0412. Anyone unable 
to attend the meeting may send 
contributions to Hooker Ceme-
tery Assoc., c/o Donna Fletcher, 
819 RSCR 4470, Point, TX 
75472.

Lynch Cemetery 
Meeting May 11

The annual Lynch Cemetery 
meeting will be held on Satur-
day, May 11, at 10:00 a.m. Old 
and new business will be dis-
cussed. Donations will be gladly 
accepted.

Elm Cemetery 
Memorial Service

The Elm Cemetery Memorial 
Day service will be held on 
Sunday, May 26, at 10:00 a.m. 
There will be a business meeting 
and lunch will follow. Bring 
your favorite dish.

Advertising Works 903-473-2653
Visit us online: rainscountyleader.com

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each number can only
be used once in each row, once in each column, and once in each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www.
sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help about how to play - and good luck!

SUDOKU

5 7
4 6 7

1 2 3
3 8 5 1

6
7 8 3 9
8 7 1

2 1 9
4 8

YOUR BUSINESS HERE
CALL 903-473-2653
DISPLAY AD DEADLINE IS TUESDAY BY 5:00 PM

Political ad paid for by Marvin Henson

Here’s a sobering statistic: 72 
percent of retirees say one of 
their biggest fears is becoming 

a burden on 
their families, 
according to a 
study by 
Edward Jones 
and the consult-
ing firm Age 
Wave. If you’re 
nearing retire-
ment, how can 

you boost your financial inde-
pendence?

For starters, contribute as 
much as you can afford to your 
401(k) or other employer-spon-
sored retirement plan. Since 
you may be in your peak earn-
ing years, you might be able to 
put in substantial sums.

Once you do retire, establish 
a reasonable withdrawal rate 

from your investments and bud-
get for expenses carefully, so 
you don’t risk outliving your 
money.

One more suggestion: Think 
about downsizing. If you are 
open to changing your living 
arrangements, you could save 
money and boost your liquidity.

Finally, think about the costs 
of long-term care, such as an 
extended nursing home stay. 
You might want to discuss 
strategies for meeting these 
costs with a financial profes-
sional.

These moves could help you 
maintain your financial freedom 
and reduce your potential 
dependence on your family. 
Give them some thought.

This content was provided by Edward 
Jones for use by Brandon Roberts, your 
Edward Jones financial advisor in Emory 
at 903-473-1592.

Financial freedom: A gift 
to your family

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor

Remembrance Day
Another Memorial Day holiday is fast 

approaching.
Many people are not informed about the reason 

we celebrate this observance.
American service personnel who paid the 

ultimate price are The Reason behind Memorial 
Day aka Remembrance Day.

Rains County is home to many veterans who 
served our country and were able to return home 
Alive.

I’m sure that some even witnessed the death of 
their Brothers and Sisters in arms.

I’m certain those who served our country as 
volunteers and others who were drafted Do Not 
consider those who died to be suckers and losers!

Why is a candidate for President of the United 
States allowed to get away with calling our fallen 
heroes suckers and losers with no repercussions?

These Heroes should be given respect by an 
individual claiming to have suffered from bone 
spurs as his reasoning for not serving in the 
United States armed forces.

In my opinion:
Donald Trump does not place our country 

above himself.
The most important person in Donald Trump’s 

life is Himself.
As a patriotic American I do understand the 

significance of the Memorial Day holiday and am 
very grateful to those selfless people who placed 
Country over Themselves!

I wonder how someone who served Our 
Country can continue supporting an individual 
who doesn’t understand why American 
Servicemen and women would lay down their 
lives in service to others.

As Memorial Day approaches I hope my 
fellow Americans will reflect upon the challenges 
families having lost a loved one continue to 
endure.

Marvin Henson Point, Texas

T R A N S M I S S I O N
FOREIGN DOMESTIC

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls • Clutches • Sealed Jobs • Filter & Fluid Changes

201 W. Main, Quinlan • 903-356-4900 • Mon.-Fri. 8 to 5:30MasterCard

903-763-4130 • www.bradwilsonlaw.com

WILSON LAW
OFFICE

L.L. Spencer Real EstateL.L. Spencer Real Estate

903-473-2225903-473-2225

LLSpencerRealEstate.comLLSpencerRealEstate.com

Judy Moody
214-536-3214

Kelly Lyn Roberts
903-473-6876

Judy Moody
214-536-3214

Kelly Lyn Roberts
903-473-6876

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959
Don R. Spencer Owner/Broker

“Your Hometown Realtor” Since 1959
Don R. Spencer Owner/Broker

595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440
903-473-2950
903-473-3657

MAY ’24 SALES TAX STATISTICS
 County  Net pymt. Net pymt. Pct. ’23 pymt. Net pymts. Pct chg.
 City Taxed this period prior year change to date prior year from ’23

Rains 0.5% $83,206.08 $94,975.07 -12.39% $403,000.56 $397,914.55 1.27%
East Tawakoni 1.5 $11,787.70 $12,290.68 -4.09% $42,913.84 $44,072.19 -2.62%
Emory 1.5 $158,937.98 $180,040.31 -11.72% $734,782.62 $769,970.99 -4.57%
Point 1.5 $11,839.04 $14,197.86 -16.61% $63,946.34 $71,157.26 -10.13%
Hopkins 0.5% $319,526.95 $359,151.05 -11.03% $1,527,937.50 $1,810,234.94 -15.59%
Como 1.0 6,046.82 5,969.99 1.28 27,443.24 24,010.40 14.29
Cumby 1.5 14,779.46 14,247.16 3.73% 68,007.20 64,404.17 5.59
Sulphur Springs 1.5 842,192.56 820,302.26 2.66 3,817,359.00 3,709,206.99 2.91
Hunt 0.5 $747,769.70 $1,497,045.53 -50.05% $3,622,751.85 $3,806,485.71 -4.82%
Caddo Mills 1.5 105,901.66 93,059.44 13.80 436,291.44 418,722.59 4.19
Campbell 1.5 12,498.22 10,341.95 20.84 59,194.31 49,925.66 18.56
Celeste 1.25 13,021.72 13,389.70 -2.74 54,090.37 52,296.64 3.42
Commerce 1.5 199,547.69 199,578.54 -0.01 986,291.11 934,365.84 5.55
Greenville 1.5 1,139,324.79 1,131,016.34 0.73 5,651,452.41 5,023,046.14 12.51
Hawk Cove 1.0 2,425.35 2,255.85 7.51 11,030.47 11,399.90 -3.24
Lone Oak 1.5 22,290.40 19,951.41 11.72 99,083.55 80,625.84 22.89
Neylandville 1.0 834.13 607.83 37.23 3,723.20 3,942.91 -5.57
Quinlan 1.5 162,707.29 167,638.44 -2.94 789,520.47 770,468.00 2.47
Union Valley 1.0 4,454.07 3,882.05 14.73 19,969.24 19,208.63 3.95
West Tawakoni 1.5 26,592.71 23,950.36 11.03 88,407.34 92,224.33 -4.13
Wolfe City 1.5 20,658.74 18,678.75 10.60 90,333.07 83,140.07 8.65
Van Zandt County does not Collect sales tax
Canton 2.0 472,723.48 466,004.14 1.44 2,164,055.56 2,130,623.49 1.56
Edgewood 2.0 47,148.94 43,329.36 8.81 210,433.44 197,629.09 6.47
Edom 1.0 2,856.82 2,653.30 7.67 11,796.07 12,826.30 -8.03
Fruitvale 2.0 8,443.54 7,969.68 5.94 40,570.35 39,372.70 3.04
Grand Saline 2.0 74,466.37 81,463.31 -8.58 323,239.67 328,690.28 -1.65
Van 2.0 106,351.40 102,515.94 3.74 526,902.98 463,960.20 13.56
Wills Point 2.0 189,940.13 186,855.08 1.65 954,093.01 869,954.81 9.67
Wood 0.5 $258,762.97 $263,250.48 -1.70% $1,225,487.96 $1,238,522.24 -1.05%
Alba 1.5 34,616.10 34,766.44 -0.43 149,751.74 145,941.34 2.61
Hawkins 1.5 44,888.84 50,760.73 -11.56 204,412.89 213,421.44 -4.22
Mineola 1.5 272,772.95 272,269.95 0.18 1,273,948.80 1,274,435.67 -0.03
Quitman 1.5 91,018.04 95,163.62 -4.35 394,026.12 406,174.71 -2.99
Winnsboro 1.5 135,432.70 131,795.07 2.76 601,555.75 613,915.86 -2.01
Yantis 1.5 12,424.71 10,351.99 20.02 62,384.28 53,637.48 16.30
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CITY GIRL

Founder’s Day
By Linda Brendle

After living in Rains County 
for thirteen years, I finally made 
it to Founders Day last week-
end. It’s not that I didn’t want to 
attend the event, but Winnsboro 

always has a 
book festival the 
same weekend. 
They usually 
send out their 
invites early in 
the year, and I 
always signed 
up before I real-
ized what I was 
missing right 

here in Emory. This year I 
checked my dates more care-
fully, and I’m very glad I did. 
Not only is the local event less 
expense and much closer, it 
confirmed once again why I’m 
glad I’m no longer a city girl.

Most vendors at these events 
are friendly. After all, we’re 
there to sell our wares, and peo-
ple don’t tend to buy from 
grumpy sellers. And after you 
“work the circuit” for a few 
years, you get to know each 
other on a casual acquaintance 
level, but there’s not time to 
develop a deeper relationship. 
At Founders Day, though, it was 
like a family get-together. I 
knew some of the vendors from 
the Fair and other events, and I 
knew a lot more from church or 
the Senior Center or just from 
running into them at Brook-
shire’s.

The atmosphere at the festi-
val was less commercial than 
some, partly because of the 
venue. When your table is set 
up right in front of the play-
ground or right across the park 
from the bounce houses, it’s 
hard to get too serious about 
selling merchandise. In fact, 
many potential customers 
passed right by my books as 
they hurried to make sure a 
grandchild was safe on the 
climbing bars. But that was 
okay. I sold enough to cover my 
entry fee plus a little. I can 
always count on Marianne to 
buy at least one to replace a 
copy she has lent – or given – 
to a friend.

Another thing that made the 
day feel less mercenary was the 
number of non-profit organiza-
tions that were represented. I 
won’t name any because I’m 
sure I’d miss some, but I 
counted at least fourteen on the 
vendor list. Of course, most 

were selling something like 
pancakes, peanut brittle, or raf-
fle tickets, but attitudes are 
more relaxed when the purpose 
is something greater than your-
self.

The outstanding feature of 
the day, though, was how help-
ful people were. After several 
years of experience, I’m pretty 
self-sufficient when it comes to 
booth setup. I carry most of my 
inventory and other equipment 
in a rolling suitcase and canvas 
tote bags. I have a folding table 
that I chose specifically because 
it has a handle and is light 
enough to carry fairly easily. It 
would be easier if I were sev-
eral inches taller, but at this 
point in my life, that’s not going 
to happen.

I’ve never invested in a 
canopy for several reasons, the 
first thing being that I’m very 
frugal/cheap. The basic ones are 
not that expensive, but the ones 
that are really easy for one per-
son to handle are a little more 
pricey. I’ve borrowed one a 
time or two, but the first time 
the wind caught it and scooted 
it across the parking lot. The 
next time, I weighted the legs to 
avoid a repeat performance, but 
when it came time to pack it 
back in the bag, it didn’t fit. 
One more piece of equipment 
would complicate loading all 
my equipment into the trunk 
and would add to setup and 
teardown time. Perkins offered 
to lend me his canopy for this 
event, but I declined with 
thanks. If the forecasted rain 
arrived and I had to throw 
things into plastic trash bags 
and make a mad dash for the 
car, I didn’t want to have to deal 
with a canopy. Besides, I had a 
hat and a long-sleeved shirt in 
case the sun came out.

By Saturday morning, the 
area was under a pretty heavy 
cloud cover, but all the rain had 
been moved until later, so I 
packed up and headed for the 
park. I found a parking spot, but 
my booth space was near the 
opposite corner of the park so I 
got in my steps packing in my 
stuff. I had just begun to set up 
when the offers of help started 
coming in. Robert came over 
from the Lions Club booth to 
offer pancakes, juice, or water – 
and while he was there, he 
helped set up the folding table. 
A little later when Leah, who 
did a great job of ramrodding 

the whole event, told me I could 
move to a more visible space, 
he came back and helped move 
the table.

Shortly after the customers 
arrived, the clouds cleared and 
it warmed up. Stephie of Rains 
County Crystals, who I met last 
year at the Fair, invited me to 
share their shade. Throughout 
the day, she and her friend 
shifted their chairs closer to 
make room for me as the shade 
moved. Other people were con-
cerned about my lack of shade 
and offered to lend a canopy for 
future events. Jeremy went so 
far as to offer to go get his and 
bring it back, but it wasn’t 
worth the effort since we only 
had two hours to go.

By the time 2:00 o’clock 
came and vendors began to 
break down, I was hot, sweaty, 
and a bit sunburned in spite of 
my hat, long sleeves, and sun-
screen. I wasn’t looking forward 
to the long, hot trek to the car, 
but I was looking forward to 
air-conditioning and a cool 
shower. I had just cleared the 
table when Stephie’s partner 
presented himself with a smile.

“I’ve been sent to offer any 
assistance you might need.”

Sometimes my pride makes 
me hesitate to accept help, but 
not that day. “Thank you so 
much. If you could carry the 
table, that would be a great 
help.”

I hadn’t sold many books, 
but I had consolidated some 
bags. I was figuring out what to 
carry in my first trip when 
another man appeared and 
asked if he could help. “If you 
can carry those two tote bags, 
we should be able to make this 
in one trip.” And we did!

A company called Niche.com
runs a ranking and review site 
that posts information about 
schools, companies, and cities. 
This is what it had to say about 
Emory: Amazing small-town 
feel. Everyone watches over 
each other. Thank you, friends 
and fellow residents of Emory, 
for watching over me this week-
end. You and those like you are 
one of the main reasons I’m 
glad I’m no longer a city girl.

Linda Brendle writes a weekly 
column for Believers’ Baptist Church. 
She is a published author and also writes 
about caregiving, faith, and family on 
her blog at http://www.LifeAfter 
Caregiving.WordPress.com. You can e-
mail her at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader Correspondent

Bizarre Baseball History – The 
Strange Story of Rube Waddell

“When (Rube) Waddell 
had control and some sleep, 
he was unbeatable.”

Branch Rickey
Rube Waddell was perhaps 

baseball’s most interesting man. 
Considered by many to be the 
greatest pitcher who ever lived, 

he is better 
known for his 
eccentric 
exploits both on 
and off the field. 
He was literally 
one of the 
weirdest players 
in history, but 
baseball fans 
loved him. We 

still do…
Born George Edward Wad-

dell on Friday the 13th in Octo-
ber of 1876 in Bradford, Penn-
sylvania, he grew to be a refrig-
erator of a man. At 6’1” and 
almost 200 lbs., compared to 
his teammates he was consid-
ered jumbo-sized (the average 
male height in the late 19th 
century was under 5’7”). He 
was ambidextrous but chose to 
play left-handed. He claimed to 
have developed his pitching 
arm by throwing rocks at crows 
on the farm. He earned the 
nickname Rube because he 
looked like a big old country 
boy. Given his bent toward cre-
ative lunacy, some speculate 
that Rube was autistic. What-
ever the case, Rube found base-
ball, and the game was never 
the same.

During the deadball era, 
Rube’s talent was remarkable. 
He threw a heavy fastball that 
was unhittable. He had a curve 
ball that darted and swooped 
and may have been the best 
breaking ball pitch in the major 
leagues. 

Over the course of 13 years 
(1897-1910), Rube played for 
the Louisville Colonels, the St. 
Louis Browns, the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, the Chicago Orphans 
(they later became the Chicago 
Cubs), and the Philadelphia 
Athletics.

Rube’s career ERA was an 
excellent 2.16 (ranked 11th of 
all time). He topped the league 

in strikeouts an amazing six 
straight years (1902-1907) and 
in 1903 and 1904 was the only 
pitcher to compile consecutive 
300 strikeout seasons until 
Sandy Koufax did it in 1965 
and 1966. Waddell’s 349 strike-
outs in 1904 held the record for 
more than 60 years (6th on all 
time list) and is still the Ameri-
can League single-season 
record for left-handed pitchers. 
In 1905, Rube won the pitching 
Triple Crown, leading the 
league with 27 wins, 287 strike-
outs, and an unbelievable 1.48 
ERA.

But besides being a phenom-
enal pitcher, Rube was possibly 
the most unorthodox player in 
the history of the game. His 
antics have become the stuff of 
legend.

Rube was easily distracted 
and fascinated by fire trucks. 
Unbelievably, if he heard a fire 
truck pass, he would leave the 
game to help fight the fire.

Rube also exhibited a fond-
ness for dogs. Opposing fans 
acquired the habit of waving 
puppies from the stands to dis-
tract Rube. This often worked 
because Rube couldn’t resist 
stopping play to go pet the 
dogs.

Rube always provided enter-
tainment at the ballpark. He 
would sometimes wow the 
crowd with cartwheels and 
backflips on the mound. And he 
was fond of going commando. 
If late for the game, he was in 
the habit of climbing down 
through the grandstands (down-
ing hot dogs and chugging beer 
with fans along the way) and 
stripping off his street clothes 
as he headed for the dugout and 
his uniform. With no under-
wear, he invariably flashed the 
crowd for fun.

On one occasion Rube saved 
a man’s life, carrying a fellow 
teammate who was hit in the 
temple with a ball off the field, 
flagging down a passing car-
riage, and seeing his friend to 
the hospital, where he sat by his 
side all night.

Rube’s escapades did 
become trying at times, how-
ever. In those days, players on 

the road had to share a bed. 
Rube’s roommate complained 
so often about Rube eating ani-
mal crackers and peanuts in bed 
(evidently the crumbs and 
peanut shells made it hard to 
sleep), that a “no crackers 
clause” was added to Rube’s 
contract.

Rube’s many adventures are 
almost too numerous to men-
tion. At various times he wres-
tled alligators, rode ostriches, 
was bitten by a lion, and kept a 
flock of geese that he trained to 
jump rope. He enjoyed a stint 
as an actor in a play during the 
off season one year. His acting 
skills were subpar. He always 
had to adlib his part, and once 
lifted a fellow cast member 
over his head, throwing him 
across the stage and into the 
orchestra pit. Rube was quite a 
crowd pleaser, even if he 
couldn’t remember his lines.

Rube was a good fighter, 
never hesitating to pummel 
those he found deserving. He 
once pounded one of his team-
mates into submission in a dis-
pute over a straw hat. Appar-
ently, the offending player had 
made the mistake of wearing a 
straw hat after Labor Day, and 
Rube took grave offense.

Rube passed away on April 
1, 1914 (April Fool’s Day), a 
few months shy of his 38th 
birthday, after a severe illness. 
He was posthumously inducted 
into the Baseball Hall of Fame 
in 1946.

As crazy as he was, Rube 
Waddell is remembered with 
great affection by baseball fans 
today. In his own way, he made 
baseball better.

JODY DYER is a columnist, author, 
and former teacher. Described by some 
as a Renaissance man, he is a baseball 
fan, coffee roaster, and accomplished 
feral hog trapper. He likes to read, 
appreciates the outdoors, and is good 
with dogs and children. He is the father 
of three, and lives with his wife in Texas.
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Savor the Flavor

Leader photo by TREY HILL

Mr. C of CK’s Kitchen in Emory dishes up his fine cuisine. CK’s Kitchen was selected the overall winner 
Tuesday night, May 7.

Leader photo by TREY HILL

Members of the Chayitos Taqueria of Point serve up a variety of delicious food.

Leader photo by TREY HILL

Restaurants and caterers participating in Savor the Flavor display awards. The Lake Country Neigh-
bors’ event brought out a packed house and raised over $2,500. Funds raised go towards scholar-
ships, the Veteran’s Thank You Luncheon and other community endeavors.

Visit us online at:
rainscountyleader.com
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In 1962, President Kennedy proclaimed May 15 as National Peace Officers Memorial Day and the calendar week in which May 15 falls, as National Police Week. Established by a joint resolution of Congress in 1962,
National Police Week pays special recognition to those law enforcement officers who have lost their lives in the line of duty for the safety and protection of others. The Rains County Leader, along with these sponsors
and the community thank the peace officers in our county and honor those who have fallen in the line of duty protecting and serving us. National Police Week is a collaborative effort of many organizations dedicated to
honoring America’s law enforcement community.

National Police Week May 12 - May 18, 2024

Rains County Sheriff’s Office: (l-r) Daniel Resendiz, Sergeant Ryan Neville, Billy Hill, Sheriff Michael Hopkins, Chief Deputy David Rojo, Sergeant 
Keith Lewis, Jordan Aly.

WE SUPPORT
OUR LOCAL 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

SUNDAY-THURSDAY: 11AM - 9PM
FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 11AM - 10PM

903-513-4329903-513-4329
386 E. LENNON DR • EMORY386 E. LENNON DR • EMORY

THANK
Y U

to all our Law Enforcement Officers

Jonathan Christian
903-513-0063

jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

RMP 38867

Emory, TX

903-473-3222
dgraphics903@gmail.com

No one is more cherished
in this world than someone who
lightens the burden of another.
Thank you, law enforcement!

EMORY AUTO SUPPLY • HWY 69 SOUTH • 903-473-2913

903-473-3393
Cell Phone & Tablet Repair

Accessories and Service
Off the Square in Downtown Emory

THANK YOU
POLICE OFFICERS

Gilmer Diana Emory Big Sandy Pittsburg Sulphur Springs
Ore City Quitman Mineola Mount Vernon Longview

Together, We’re Better

903-843-4100 fnbetx.comG&G
Gravel

Bret Garrett
903-268-6910

Thank you, officers!

TRIPLE E ELECTRIC
P.O BOX 455 EMORY, TEXAS 75440

(903) 473-2915 • edemig@hotmail.com

903-722-7320 • wildflowerweddingvenue.com

Daily Breakfast & Lunch Specials
903-473-2224 • 659 W. Lennon Dr. • Emory, TX

Rains County Dispatchers: (l-r) Back row: Devin Wallace, Christopher 
Jackson, Bridgett Snedeger, Ken Cagle and Tiffany Andrews; Front 
row: Austin Griffin, Christina Kappel, Supervisor Paige Wilson, Jaclyn 
Duncan.

To all local law 
enforcement officers, 

thank you!

Mike & Dianne 
Willis

883 N. Texas (N. Hwy 19 at FM 275), Emory
903-473-2069

Country Flowers

& Gifts

DONUT SUPREME
Open: 5:00 a.m. - Noon
400 E. Lennon, Emory, TX

forget how thankful
we are for you!

DONUT
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City of East Tawakoni Police Department: (l-r) John Hall, Chief Rick 
South and Jeff Swaggerty.

City of Emory Police Department: (l-r) Sergeant Andy Chester, 
Kelli Sims, Cameron Dempts and Chief Cliff Gloar. Not Pictured: 
Maria Merchant and Anna Hanner.

National Police Week May 12 - May 18, 2024

Point Police Department: (r-l) Javier Chaparro, Esteban Cambron, Juan Vitar, Justin Talley, Michael Hayes, Eliud Alvarado, Bennie Jones, Cole 
Hudson, Delton Graves, Chief Lasaro Birdwell, Jorge Herrera and Nicholas Titlow.

Texas Department of Public Safety State Troopers serving Rains 
County: Trooper Gary Hayes and Trooper Nick Moore.

Thank you, officers!

903-473-5111 • PO Box 757, Emory, TX 75440 • Lic# TACLB023113E

THANK  Y♥U

From Your Friends at

EMORY DAIRY QUEEN

903-473-2236

Thank you for
serving and
protecting!

6413 Wesley St. Suite B, Greenville, TX • 903-454-2997
204 W. Shannon Rd. Sulphur Springs, TX • 903-919-5082

We back our everyday
heroes everday!

595 W. Lennon Dr.
903-473-2950
903-473-3657

Robert’s Cycle & Sound, LLC
Hwy. 69 East • Emory • 903-473-2566

550 RSCR 3425 • Emory, TX • 903-422-2888 • 903-485-8222

Wayne’s Automotive
3383 HWY 19 SOUTH • EMORY, TX • 903-473-0186

THANK YOU!

Rains ISD Police Department: (l-r) Fred Rubin and Chief Laci Jo 
Brimer. Not Pictured: Jeff Carroll, Sean Royalty and Rocko.

114 S. Texas St. • Emory, Tx 75440

903-953-3663
Hours

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 11AM-8PM
SATURDAY - SUNDAY 8AM-3PM

We are
offering 50%

off for our law
enforcement

officers!
Thank you, for all you do!

We back our everyday
heroes, every day!

903-473-4445
COUNTY ROAD 2220 • EMORY

We thank you for
your service in

our community!C&M
Building Supply

Downtown Alba
903-765-2770

C
&
M

BUILDING SUPPLY
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The Rains County Sheriff’s 
Office took the following reports 
of activity during the week of 
April 29-May 5: 

Arrests
4-30: Marcus 

Eugene Evans, 
Quinlan. Proba-
tion violation/ar-
son with intent to 
damage habita-
tion/place of 
w o r s h i p , 
$175,000 cash/

surety bond.
5-1: Adam Wesley Webb, 

Winnsboro. Burglary of habita-
tion, $250,000 cash/surety bond.

5-4: Jeffrey Wayne Byrd, 
Quinlan. Bail jumping failure to 
appear, no bond; driving while 
license invalid, no bond; failure 
to appear driving while intoxi-
cated third or more, no bond; 
failure to appear- possession of a 
controlled substance PG 2 less 
than 1 gr., no bond.

5-5: Sandra Maus Warren, 
East Tawakoni. Assault Class C, 
no bond.

Calls
4-29: Rhodes Dr. Report of a 

missing male who was last seen 
the day before at heading to work 
but never made it; PR 8515 
Medical assist 92-year-old 
female not feeling well; FM 2946 
Livestock in the roadway; Hwy. 
19N Med alarm and fall detection 
for a 100-year-old male; N Texas 
St. Welfare check resident had 
two seizures is breathing and 
alert; CR 3130 Tree blocking the 
roadway; CR 3190 Facebook 
harassment; N Texas St. Medical 
assist for lethargic 90-year-old; 
Hwy. 19N at the bridge Truck 
parked at the bridge; CR 4252 
Caller would like to know how to 
get their vehicle back; FM 2795 
Male needs to file a report for a 
stolen prescription; E Lennon Dr. 
Shed was broken into; FM 2946 
13-year-old is being very com-
bative; Elaine St. Male is threat-
ening to kill the caller and his 
grandson; CR 1624 Female states 
her neighbor shot her dog; Sandy 
Creek Park Kids riding a dirt bike 
around; FM 2324 Medical assist 
71-year-old female numb from 
the waist down, and is acting 
intoxicated.

4-30: CR 3391 Medical assist 
female with high blood pressure; 

CR 1322 Loose dogs have been 
chasing people; Hwy. 69 Male 
states his wife wants to leave 
with the kids; Sheriff’s Office 
(SO) lobby Female would like an 
update on a harassment case she 
filed; E Lennon Dr. Emory PD 
out on a motorist assist; Fish 
Point Welfare check on a male 
who hasn’t been heard from in 
five days; Rabe Rd. Point PD out 
with an animal at large; CR 3025 
Person is refusing to pay for a 
completed job; Littlefield Dr. 
Medical assist male with chest 
pain and a high blood pressure; 
Planters St. Female says her 
daughter is throwing her things 
away; Elaine St. Point PD on a 
follow up; CR 3231 Environmen-
tal complaint; 1st St. Point PD 
out at a house; FM 2795 Report 
of stolen narcotics; CR 1413 
Medical assist male has not been 
able to eat and is dizzy; CR 1624 
Male states his neighbor’s dogs 
are killing his cats; N Planters St. 
Female would like to have her 
daughter taken to Terrell State 
Hospital; FM 515 Welfare check; 
Hwy. 69 Deputy giving a cour-
tesy transport to Dairy Queen; W 
Quitman St. 911 hang up then 
called again; Axton’s Verbal 
disturbance between neighbors 
and both parties called 911; Ave. 
D Point PD at a house.

5-1: Kim’s Gas Station Emory 
PD giving a courtesy transport; 
CR 1530 Female believes some-
one is outside her home; FM 779 
Medical assist 48-year-old male 
fell and is having trouble breath-
ing; S Dunbar Ln. Medical assist 
34-year-old female with pain in 
her pelvic area; CR 2440 Medical 
assist female fell and broke her 
wrist; CR 1525 Tree blocking the 
roadway; Skyline Dr. Suspicious 
person; FM 515 83-year-old male 
found deceased; Hwy. 69 Deputy 
on a paper service; CR 4528 
Deputy out on a paper service; 
FM 2324 Alarm call; CR 1495 
Male states he received a text 
from his brother that he was 
going to kill his partner; FM 515 
Welfare check requested; CR 
4250 Information on a restraining 
order requested; CR 1330 Medi-
cal assist 62-year-old male hav-
ing a possible stroke; FM 779 
Oversized load has two amber 
lights hanging; Hwy. 69 Vehicle 
and camper broke down and 
owner will be back to get it; Hwy. 
69 Reckless driver; Fletcher St. 

92-year-old female was very 
upset after finding out she may 
lose her license and threatened 
suicide; Hwy. 69 Kids riding a 
minibike have almost been hit by 
two cars; Hwy. 69 911 hang up; 
Unknown caller states a patient 
ran away and needs our assis-
tance in looking for her; N First 
St. Two dogs were left in a 
vehicle; CR 1402 Female states 
that there is an intruder in her 
home; Ave. B Medical assist 
57-year-old male with chest 
pains; Egret Cir. Medical assist 
29-year-old female had a seizure; 
W Lennon Dr. Caller has drug 
information;W Lennon Dr. 
Alarm call; Clark Dr. Caller 
states someone tried to deliver 
narcotics.

5-2: FM 275 Domestic distur-
bance; N Texas St. Alarm call; 
CR 2160 Welfare check for 
suicidal female;  N Texas St. 
Medical assist male fell yester-
day and is now having hip pain; 
CR 4528 Deputy out on a paper 
service; FM 2795 Livestock in 
the roadway; FM 2795 Livestock 
in the roadway; Unknown 
employer would like to speak 
with the officer that arrested his 
employee to get some informa-
tion; CR 2181 Deputy out on a 
paper service; CR 1626 Deputy 
out on a paper service; CR 7709 
Medical assist 58-year-old male 
with chest pain; E Lennon Dr. 
Male states his ex is changing 
information on child’s HIPPA 
form; S 1st St. Medical assist 
70-year-old female with chest 
pains; E Lennon Dr. Gas tank 
leaking; E Quitman Dr. Male 
states his left arm was caught in 
a fence and it cut his finger open; 
CR 3190 Harassment concerns; 
W North St. Emory PD out on a 
follow up; PR 7328 Baby was hit 
in the head during an argument; 
SO lobby Male screaming about 
meth coming into the county; SO 
lobby Male states he has video 
that may bring insight to the 
recent break ins; CR 4250 Follow 
up investigation; CR 1605 Caller 
states his hand gun is missing, 
doesn’t think it was stolen but 
would like to file a report just in 
case; FM 515 Theft of hub cap; 
Hwy. 69 Two kids are pushing 
each other into traffic; CR 1410 
Lift assist; Ravine St. Cow in 
yard; S Dunbar Ln. Caller lost 
her blind and deaf dog. 

5-3: Ave. C Medical assist 

female states she has pain in her 
leg; N Texas St. Caller states a 
woman called stating she needed 
help; CR 1530 Two or three 
people trespassing on property; 
Hwy. 276 East Tawakoni (ET)
Fire Dept. members helping get 
trash out of the roadway; Hwy. 
276 Female was just notified that 
there is damage to her property; 
CR 4235 Medical assist 80-year-
old female fell and is bleeding a 
little; FM 514 Report of people 
pouring concrete on the side of 
the road; FM 515 One-vehicle 
accident, unknown injuries;CR 
1540 Older male laying on the 
ground; Hwy. 19N Reckless 
driver; N Texas St. Medical assist 
76-year-old female fell and can’t 
feel her arm; Egret ETPD out for 
a public service; CR 3236 Medi-
cal assist 74-year-old male; CR 
4480 Male states his co-worker is 
in a domestic situation with his 
wife; Ravine St. Livestock in the 
roadway; N 1st St. 911 hangup 
yelling heard in the background; 
PR 5451 Med alarm.

5-4: W Quitman St. Suspi-
cious vehicle; FM 47 iPhone alert 
to a wreck; Hwy. 69 Reckless 
driver; Hwy. 19 Truck parked on 
the side of the road and the owner 
is fishing; Tawakoni Dr. City 

ordinance violation; CR 1425 
Home and vehicle vandalized; 
Hwy. 19N Reckless driver; 
Quitman St. Minor fender ben-
der; W Lennon Dr. Caller would 
like a male criminally trespassed 
from the property; Hwy. 276 
Medical assist 60-year-old male 
fell and is having a hard time 
breathing; FM 779 Livestock in 
the roadway; Starmart Two males 
fighting outside; Unknown loca-
tion Male states his daughter is 
with her mom and turned her 
phone off; PR 5505 911 hang up, 
called back it was a child who 
was calling because she is 
worried about her grandpa but he 
has already been taken to the 
hospital; Rains County Court-
house Deputy out on a follow up; 
CR 2430 Donkey in the pen 
injured two of caller’s horses; SO 
Report of harassment; N St. 911 
hang up; CR 3335 Male states the 
officers were there earlier and he 
would like dispatch to ask if they 
saw his phone while they were 
there because he lost it; Hwy. 69 
Three people cussed at a female 
and she thinks they may have 
broken into her storage unit; CR 
3333 Red truck was on caller’s 
road; Hwy. 276 Alarm call.

5-5: Duffy St. Medical assist 

3-year-old child coughing and 
wheezing badly; Hwy. 19 Tree 
blocking the roadway; Kenny’s 
Landing Someone broke in; CR 
3380 Power pole is leaning; Ave. 
C Medical assist 87-year-old 
female passed out, shallow 
breathing; PR 7707 Male on 
parole for murder cut off his 
ankle bracelet; Hwy. 19N Reck-
less driver; Hwy. 69 Two-vehicle 
accident no injuries; FM 2946 
Female was heard yelling; N 
Texas St. Medical assist patient 
with high blood sugar; Oak Leaf 
Tr. Male and female fighting, 
female trying to take off in a jeep; 
N Texas St. Alarm call; CR 1308 
Child custody issue; Sidekicks 
Bar & Grill Dog in a vehicle with 
the windows rolled up; FM 275 
Female states her son called and 
told her he is on the way and that 
he needs an ambulance; CR 1490 
Noise complaint; Rains Co. Jail 
EMS needed for an inmate; Old 
Mill Ln. Female states her 
boyfriend is drunk and hit her, 
male also called 911 and stated 
she hit him; PR 7707 Female 
stated her husband was arrested 
and someone is trying to come 
pick up his belongings.

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE

Rains County Fair
The 94th Rains County Fair 

is just around the corner! Mark 
your calendars! Fair gates open 
at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Sep-

tember 10 and 
will run through 
Saturday, Sep-
tember 14.

The Rains 
County Fair cel-
ebrates Rains 
County by pro-
moting agricul-

ture, education, cultural arts, 
and community involvement 
through fun-filled, family-
friendly activities. We encour-
age you to find where you fit in 
at the fair!

Creative Arts. The Rains 
County Fair Creative Arts con-
tests are open to all residents, 
young and old, from Rains and 
surrounding counties. If you 
have not entered before, we 
hope you will look through our 
available contests and categories 
and find something that interests 
you; we love new exhibitors! 
Creative Arts Divisions include:

• Antiques
• Canned Foods
• Collections
• Fine Arts
• Handcrafts
• Horticulture
• Needlework
• Photography
• Quilting
Senior and youth entries are 

judged in special age divisions. 
If you would like additional 
information on a specific divi-
sion, please visit https://rains.a-
grilife.org/county-fair/. The 
2024 Fair Book will be posted 
in early summer, but you may 

reference the 2023 Fair Book 
for division information.

Creative Arts entries will be 
accepted on Tuesday, September 
3, and Wednesday, September 4, 
between 3:30 and 6:30 p.m. at 
the Creative Arts Building at the 
fairgrounds (Horticulture entries 
only accepted Wednesday). Cre-
ative Arts Judging is closed to 
the public. The Creative Arts 
exhibit building will open with 
the fair on Tuesday, September 
10, at 6:00 p.m. Beginning this 
year, cash prizes will be given 
to all Grand ($100.00) and 
Reserve ($50.00) Champions.

Baked Goods. If baking is 
more in line with your areas of 
interest, you do not want to miss 
entering the Youth or Adult 
Baked Goods contest. Entries 
for the Youth Baked Goods con-
test will be accepted on Tues-
day, September 10, in the Cre-
ative Arts building between 
6:00-6:30 p.m. and judging will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. Entries for 
the Adult Baked Goods contest 
will be accepted on Saturday, 
September 14, in the Creative 
Arts building between 6:00-6:30 
p.m. and judging will begin at 
7:00 p.m.

Chili Cook-Off. Looking for 
something with a little more 
spice? The Annual Rains 
County Fair Chili Cook-Off will 
be held on Saturday, September 
14, additional details will be 
available shortly. 

Youth Floral Design. For the 
second year, the Rains County 
Fair is hosting a Youth Floral 
Design Contest on Saturday, 
September 14. If floral design is 
your forte, you will not want to 

miss this contest. Additional 
information will be available 
shortly.

Livestock. Youth Livestock 
Shows are a county fair staple. 
Rains County youth may show 
animals in the following cate-
gories: Breeding Beef Heifers, 
Market Steers, Market Goats, 
Market Lambs, or Market 
Swine. If you have a child inter-
ested in showing an animal at 
the Rains County Fair Youth 
Livestock Show, please call 903 
473-4580. Youth in grades 3rd-
12th are eligible to participate.

Mutton Bustin’. For youth 
ages 4-7 years of age, the 
annual Mutton Bustin’ contest 
will be held Friday, September 
13 at 7:00 p.m. If you are too 
old to participate, make sure 
you come out and watch this fan 
favorite!

The Rains County Fair is a 
fun-filled week of activities 
offering something for every-
one. Information on other 
events, contests, and entertain-
ment will be available shortly; 
please visit our website for 
additional information, https://
rains.agrilife.org/county-fair/, 
and be sure to follow Rains 
County Fair on Facebook for 
regular updates! We look for-
ward to seeing you at the fair-
grounds!

If you have questions or con-
cerns, please contact me, 903 
473-4580 or email Sarah.Lath-
am@ag.tamu.edu. To view 
upcoming events or additional 
information please visit https://
rains.agrilife.org/ or follow 
Rains County AgriLife on Face-
book.

Our public schools have book vendors that come to sell their books which
are purchased by the school libraries using our tax dollars to be placed on
the shelves. It is our reasonable expectation that all of these books are
legitimate educational resources for our students to use to gain knowledge
and wisdom about the world we live in. This is not the case in our public
schools anymore! Pornographic books have been infiltrating our school
libraries and are being checked out by minor children.

Come join our group in Rains County to clean up our school library and
ensure our children are raised the way we want them to be. The Texas
Legislature has given us the tool to remove inappropriate books with HB 900
and all we need to do is oversee that this process is being followed when
these lewd and pornographic books are found in a school library’s inventory.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO ENCOURAGE OUR ADMINISTRATORS ABIDE BY THE TEXAS LAW.

Meeting
Thursday, May 16, at

Bluebonnet Bistro in Emory
Starting at 12 Noon

Advertising Works
903-473-2653

OFFICE : 903-473-5150
FIRM NO: 10194233
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Obituaries

Ronald Eugene Marshall Jr.
1981 – 2024

Ronald Eugene Marshall Jr., 43, of 
Point, died on May 3, 2024, at Plano 
Medical City. He was born on April 13, 
1981, in Dallas, to Ronald Marshall Sr. 
and Rosalind Walker.

In his free time, Ronald enjoyed 
fishing and staying busy fixing and 
tinkering with things. He was always 
ready to offer a helping hand to his 
neighbors and the elderly, embodying 
the true spirit of generosity and kindness.

Mr. Marshall is survived by his girlfriend, 

Heather Peele; sister, Kimberly Rho-
den; nephews, Xavier Rhoden and 
Jaylen Rhoden; niece, Bianca Rhoden; 
aunts, Dallas Theurer, Mary Ann 
Cowart and Jennifer Wallace; uncles, 
Skip Arnold and Theresa, and John 
Wallace.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

Arrangements are under the direction 
of Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home.

Richard Houghton
1941 – 2024

A memorial service for Richard 
Houghton, 82, will be held on Sunday, 
May 19, at 3:00 p.m., at the Rose 
Community Center in Emory. 

Mr. Houghton died on May 1, 2024. 
He was born on July 18, 1941 in 
Somerville, New Jersey, to Maurice 
Williams Houghton and Margaret 
Weigaret. 

Mr. Houghton lived in Emory for 36 
years. He worked as a contract mechanical 

engineer. He worked at Lockheed 
Aircraft, Bell Helicopter, LTV Boeing 
Aircraft, JPL and the Atomic Energy 
Commission at Las Vegas, Nevada Area 
51. 

He is survived by his ex wife, Mary 
Beth Weigel of Wisconsin.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; and sisters, Patricia, Elaine 
Boyce and Diane Marie Osworth.

by Bartee Haile
The first reported sighting of 

the May 11, 1970 tornado came 
from an off-duty policeman, 
who spotted a funnel cloud at 
8:10 p.m. three miles east of the 

Lubbock city 
limits.

What the cop 
actually saw 
turned out to be 
the baby brother 
of the main or 
primary tornado 
that would 
wreak such 
havoc on the 

West Texas community of 
140,000 – the biggest town 
between Fort Worth and El Paso 
at that time. The Lubbock 
twister of 1970 remains to this 
day the westernmost F5 tornado 
on record in the continental 
United States.

History is full of odd coinci-
dences but none stranger than 
the freakish weather fact that the 
only two cyclones to ever hit the 
heart of a Texas city each hap-
pened on May 17. Seventeen 
years to the day after downtown 
Waco fell victim to a rare F5 
twister, a storm packing the 
same powerful punch delivered 
a crushing blow to Lubbock.

The smaller opening-act did 
its share of damage to the Hub 
City. Just for example, 13 con-
crete beams weighing 545 tons 
each were blown off a highway 
overpass under construction.

The following is an official 
account of the second act: “The 
primary F5 tornado touched 
down in southwestern Lubbock 
at 9:35 p.m. and over the next 
half hour carved an 8.5 mile 
path of devastation encompass-
ing roughly a quarter of the city 
with the twister lifting near the 
Lubbock Municipal Airport 
shortly after 10:00 p.m.” The 
report went on to add that the 
size of the funnel on the ground 
varied from a mile and a half 
wide at the start to a fourth of a 
mile just before it returned to the 

black cloud that brought it to the 
place residents regarded as the 
“crown jewel” of the South 
Plains.

On the tornado’s fast trip 
through the downtown business 
district, the drastic change in air 
pressure shattered 80 percent of 
the plate glass windows in the 
high-rise towers and street-level 
storefronts. But that was not all. 
The steel frame of the 20-story 
Great Plains Life Building was 
grotesquely twisted out of shape 
by whirling winds that rendered 
three of the four elevators inop-
erable.

As it exited the city center, 
the tornado appeared to be 
headed straight for Lubbock’s 
pride and joy – Texas Tech. But 
at the last possible instant, it 
unexpectedly weakened and 
changed course causing the cam-
pus to sustain only a glancing 
blow and escape with surpris-
ingly minor damage.

But in the blink of an eye the 
tornado reintensified in strength 
and resumed its northward path. 
Homes in the vicinity of the 
country club suffered varying 
degrees of damage with some 
leveled to the foundation.

The last stop was the local 
airport, where many of the 119 
aircraft were turned into twisted 
hunks of metal. Having done its 
worst, the merciless tornado left 
Lubbock to mourn its dead and 
begin the long and expensive 
process of rebuilding the city.

The cost in irreplaceable lives 
was, of course, the highest. 
Compared to the staggering 114 
fatalities suffered by Waco in 
1953, only an insensitive 
observer might have thought 
Lubbock “got off light” with 
“just” 26. But hopefully no one 
ever said that out loud.

Why were the death tolls so 
different in the two cities? 
Calamity came calling on Waco 
in the middle of a busy workday. 
Most of the fatalities occurred in 
the downtown business district 
where defenseless victims were 

caught in their offices or out on 
the street. Photos of the unimag-
inable destruction bear an eerie 
resemblance to images of 
bombed out German cities dur-
ing the Second World War.

In Lubbock, on the other 
hand, the multi-vortex tornado 
waited until after dark when 
downtown streets were practi-
cally deserted. The great major-
ity of people were safe at home 
with their families when the nat-
ural disaster descended upon 
their community.

Fifty-four years have come 
and gone and the Lubbock tor-
nado is still the costliest in 
American history with total 
damages of $1.98 billion in 2023 
dollars. According to the 
National Weather Service and 
Red Cross 1,713 family 
dwellings were damaged includ-
ing 460 that could not be made 
fit for human habitation; 600 
apartment units were left unliv-
able; 250 businesses were either 
badly damaged or destroyed; 
eight public schools, including a 
large high school, needed exten-
sive repair before reopening; and 
10,000 personal vehicles kept 
repair shops working around the 
clock for months or went 
straight to the junkyard.

The residential neighborhood 
hardest hit was in the poorest 
part of town, the Guadalupe bar-
rio. And, as is so often the case, 
it was the last one to be rebuilt.

To accommodate the thou-
sands of suddenly homeless 
Lubbockites the city opened the 
municipal auditorium. Various 
charities and civic organizations 
also pitched in to provide food 
and shelter.

Today the victims of their 
respective tragedies are remem-
bered with memorial parks in 
both Lubbock and Waco. While 
it is fitting to mourn the dead, it 
is even more important to 
always remember them.

Contact Bartee Haile at 
barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at 
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY

Lubbock tornado on anniversary of Waco twister

BARTEE HAILE
Historical Columnist
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903-473-2653 to have your church placed in this directory

On The Square

Corner Of North & Planters

Downtown Emory

903-473-3357

emorybaptist.org

Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor

Chris Henderson—Minister of Music & Sr. Adults

Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday Morning Wed. Worship 6:30pm

Small Groups 9:15am (Adults, Youth, Children)

Morning Worship 10:30am Choir Practice 6:30pm

Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Believers'
Baptist Church
Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School  ................. 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study  ............  6:30 p.m.

MorningWorship  ...........  10:30 a.m. Student Ministry  ..............  6:30 p.m.

Dr. Jason Rolen — Pastor

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

www.bbcemory.org 903-474-0027

Everyone is welcome at

Bright Star
Baptist Church
P.O. Box 680, Alba, TX 75410

Two miles west of Alba on
FM 2795, 1-1/2 miles N. of US 69

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor: Bro. Andrew Grills
903-638-1170

M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.

One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

903-473-2411 • EmoryMC.org

MIRACLE FAITH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)
820 SH 276 • Emory

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns II
Church: 903-473-3238

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 • 903-459-3219

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School................9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship........11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship...........6:00 p.m.

“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. • P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

emorychurchofchrist.org

Freedom
Church of God

10830 FM 514
6 mi. N on Hwy. 19, east on 514
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m.

Nursery ~ Children's Church
Come Worship With Us

Pastor David Hamm
Church 903-473-2457

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Point, TX

9:45 a.m.  ............ Sunday School
11:00 a.m.  ..... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m.  ....... Evening Worship
6:00 p.m. ....Wednesday Service

Pastor Zachary Honzell
903-598-3220

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779, 2-1/2 Miles

East of Emory • 903-474-9463

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma
551 East FM 2795
903-473-5116

Visit stjohnemory.org for
Mass times.
From Brookshires, go east 1.2 
miles. Turn right onto FM 2795

Daugherty
Baptist Church

2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514
Sunday School .......... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ....... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ......... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce
903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

Bright Star Baptist Church

By Glenda Galyean
“So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these 

things, know that it is near, even at the door.”
Matthew 24:33

We were blessed last Wednesday evening as 
Bro. Andrew’s dad, Jonathan Grills, brought a very 
good message from James titled “What Is Your 
Life?” following the special by Sharon Grills.

We had another great service Sunday morning! 
Following our fellowship time and congregational 
singing, we were blessed by two specials. Our 
children’s choir, led by Becky Kilborn, did an 
amazing job of singing the first one, followed by 
Glenda Galyean. Pastor Andrew Grills brought a 
powerful message from Matthew titled “What to 
Expect If You Are Left Behind.” Praise the Lord, a 
young lady accepted Jesus as her Savior. We had 

our First Sunday Fellowship Meal following the 
service. What a wonderful lunch and fellowship.

Next Sunday is Mother’s Day! What a 
wonderful time to show your mom how much you 
appreciate her. Do something special for her. She 
deserves it.

Our revival starts Monday, May 13, and goes 
through the May 16. Services begin each evening 
at 7:00 p.m. Bro. Jimbo Seaton will be the 
preacher. Come expecting a blessing.

Check out our Bright Star Baptist Church 
Facebook page.

Jesus, the greatest gift, is available to all who 
will accept Him. Come join us Sunday at 10:00 
a.m. for Sunday School and 11:00 a.m. for worship 
service.

Enjoy your family, and have a safe week.

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 
the most of every opportunity. Let your 

conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with 
salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

Colossians 4:5-6 (NIV)

Believer’s Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous 

and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter 
and for every work.

Ecclesiastes 3:17
This week’s message from Ecclesiastes was 

called “The Vanity of Injustice and Oppression.” 
Solomon’s writings are challenging, but he 
reminds us that all injustice will one day be made 
right because God will hold all men accountable. 
In the meantime, do we become apathetic as we 
wait for God’s justice, or do we weep for the 
oppressed and pursue earthly, temporal justice? 
This passage as well as next week’s help us think 
biblically about injustice, oppression and judg-
ment.

The annual Raffa Baby Bottle Boomarang 
fundraiser begins May 12. Baby bottles will be 
available to be filled and returned.

On Sunday, May 19, KIDZ Church will share 
the catechism questions they have learned as well 
as a song during morning worship. At 6:30 p.m. we 
will have a hymn sing and testimony service.

Mark Your Calendar for the Members’ Meeting 
on June 2, at 6:30 p.m.; the Church Connection 
Fellowship on June 9 (M-W) following morning 
worship; Student Ministry World Changers June 
10-15; Pre-teen Camp June 27-29; and Family 
VBS July 22-24.

The Asking for a Friend podcast Episode #188 
is titled “A Biblical Perspective on Suffering.” The 
link is available at www.bbcemory.org.

Country Baptist Church

By Donna Jones
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the father except by me.”
John 14:6

The Sunday school hour began with Joel Frazier 
and Donna Boughton leading in a song and prayer 
of dismissal to our classes.

The young people had a lesson on Joseph and 
the coat of many colors that his father gave him.

The adult class led by Donna Boughton had a 
lesson titled “Don’t Faint and Don’t Forget.”

Worship began with Joel Frazier and Donna 
Boughton leading several songs. Several prayer 
and praises were called out with all of our needs 

being lifted to the Lord. Brother Mike Frazier 
brought our announcements.

Next Sunday is Mother’s Day.
The birthday song was sung to Jameson Frazier.
The special music was brought by Courtney 

Frazier and Jameson Frazier followed by a special 
brought by Kelsey Frazier. 

Bro. Mike Frazier brought our message on “The 
Continuation of the Mystery of Evil. The focus was 
on How. 

We welcome you to visit with us each week at 
the Country Church in Point, Texas.

May you all have a great week and remember 
that Jesus loves you. God bless everyone.

By Mary White
Immediately, something like scales fell from 

Saul’s eyes and he could see again. He got up and 
was baptized.

Acts 9:18
Rev. David Banks continued his series “The 

Blueprint of Grace: Regeneration” (Sanctifying 
Grace) with scripture text taken from Acts 9. 
David spoke about how life involves elements of 
brokenness so we have a need of something which 
can free us. We need grace. God’s grace is there 
before we know it. This grace makes us right with 
God and allows us to move forward in life. Thank 
you for helping us move beyond ourselves so that 
we might be your witness in this world.

We went to the school on May 6 and fed the 
teachers pizza, salad and dessert. We so enjoying 
doing this for our wonderful mentors. Monday, 

May 13, Widow’s/Widower’s meet at 10:00 a.m.
AA Meeting is every Tuesday and Thursday at 

7:00 p.m. and Saturday at 12:00 noon.
 The Methodist Women are hosting their 2nd 

Annual Ladies English Spring Tea on Saturday, 
May 18, beginning at 2:00 p.m. $15.00 per person 
or two for $25.00. Wear a spring hat and join the 
contest for prettiest, largest or most unique. Call 
the church office 903-473-2411 to reserve or pay 
at the door.

Our communion offering for May is for Back To 
School. Back to school is one of the toughest times 
for children in need.

Birthday wishes go to Bill Harder, Helen 
Heavey and Sandra Bernight.

Pray for Bob Scarborough, Debbie and Donnie 
Harris and Bessie Neff.

Have a great week and be kind.

Emory Methodist Church

Emory Baptist Church

By Ronnie Witt
Bro. Richard Piles shared a message from Luke 

on Sunday morning titled “House Rules.” In it, he 
urged the congregation to be gracious toward other 
believers, stay in your lane to practice your faith 
personally, and guard your heart as you obey the 
instruction of the Lord. In the evening, Bro. 
Richard shared a message from Zephaniah titled 
“Judgement is Coming.”

Vacation Bible School workers met briefly as 
we are gearing up for Vacation Bible School. 
Teachers are excited and preparing decorations and 
lessons. Online registration is open on vbs.
emorybaptist.org for Breaker Rock Beach! VBS is 
scheduled for June 10-14. But there will be a VBS 
registration kickoff on Sunday, June 9, from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Those who registered online can 

pick up their VBS shirts and enjoy a preview of the 
week with VBS music, hot dogs, inflatables, and 
an exclusive Sunday craft. Those who haven’t 
registered yet can register that night.

The Senior Adult Ministry Lunch and Game day 
is Thursday, May 9, at noon in the fellowship hall. 
Bring a dish to share and enjoy the company, the 
food, and play a few games of dominoes or another 
table game.

Looking ahead to next week, join us on Sunday 
morning for Mother’s Day as we will have a small 
gift for each mother in attendance. Women on 
Mission meets Monday, May 13, at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Bride’s Room. Backpack Buddies meets again 
on Wednesday, May 15, at 10:30 a.m. to pack food 
bags for Rains ISD children. Then, Family Fun 
Night is coming up Saturday, May 18, at 5:30 p.m.

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend some 

good resources to help me 
locate some quality doctors in 
my area? I’m looking for an 

orthopedic doc-
tor for my 77-
year-old mother 
and a new 
internist for me, 
since my doctor 
retired last year.

Searching 
Susan

Dear Susan,
Finding and researching doc-

tors is a lot easier than it used to 
be. Today, there are variety of 
websites you can turn to that 
provide databases of U.S. doc-
tors, their professional medical 
histories, and ratings and 
reviews from past patients on a 
number of criteria. Here are 
some good sites to help you get 
started, along with a few addi-
tional tips that can help you find 
the right doctors.

Searching Tips
To help you locate some good 

doctors in your area, a good first 
step is to get referrals from 
trusted friends, along with any 
doctors, nurses or other health-
care professionals you know.

You also need to check your 
insurance provider. Call your 
insurer for a list of approved 
doctors or ask whether the doctor 
you’re considering is in-network.

If your mother is enrolled in 
original Medicare, you can use 

the care compare tool at Medi-
care.gov/care-compare – click 
on “Doctors & Clinicians.” This 
will let you find doctors by name, 
medical specialty or by geo-
graphic location that accept 
original Medicare. If she’s 
enrolled in a Medicare Advan-
tage plan, call or visit the plan 
website to get a list of approved 
candidates.

Once you find a few doctors, 
you need to call their office to 
verify that they still accept your 
insurance, and if they are accept-
ing new patients.

You should also consider 
hospital affiliation. Your choice 
of doctor can determine which 
hospital you go to, if needed, so 
find out where the doctor has 
admitting privileges. Then use 
some hospital ratings services 
like Medicare.gov/care-compare
(click on “Hospitals”) to see how 
it compares with other hospitals 
in the area.

Researching Doctors
After you find a few doctors 

you’re interested in, there are 
various websites you can con-
sult, to help you evaluate them. 
For example, the Federation of 
State Medical Boards offers a 
tool at DocInfo.org that will let 
you find out doctor’s board 
certifications, education, states 
with active licenses, and whether 
or not a physician has been 
disciplined by a state medical 
board.

The Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS Data) 

is also a good source for 
researching doctors. For exam-
ple, it will help you find out how 
many times a doctor did a 
particular procedure and what 
they charge for it – go to 
Data.CMS.gov/tools and click on 
“Medicare Physician & Other 
Practitioner Look-up Tool.” And 
to learn about the financial 
relationship that doctors have 
with drug and medical device 
companies, visit OpenPayments-
Data.CMS.gov.

Some other good sites for 
finding and researching health-
care professionals include 
Healthgrades (healthgrades.
com) and Vitals (vitals.com).

Both sites provide substantial 
doctor’s information on educa-
tion and training, hospital affilia-
tions, board certification, awards 
and recognitions, professional 
misconduct, disciplinary action, 
office locations and accepted 
insurance plans.

They also offer 5-star ratings 
scales from past patients on 
issues such as communication 
and listening skills, wait time, 
time spent with the patient, office 
friendliness and more. But be 
aware that while physician rating 
websites can be helpful, they can 
also be misleading and unreli-
able.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 
73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

SAVVY SENIOR

How to Find a Good Doctor

JIM MILLER
Savvy Senior



FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

30 ACRES FOR SALE. 469-552-
1737.

SALES

For Sale 450G Bulldozer; misc. 
equipment. 903-473-2901.

For Sale ‘84 El Camino, mechani-
cally new 304, 15k miles, new 
trans, tires and AC. See to appreci-
ate. $8000 selling price. 903-850-
5229, deaconpren@yahoo.com.

Yard Sale. Fri., Sat., Sun., 8am-
5pm, 125 Rains CR 3379. After 
60 years of decorating for the 
holidays, I’m turning this job over 
to my daughter. We have all kinds 
of yard sale items plus years’ worth 
of holiday decorations. Also have 
new set of tires, new window AC 
unit, welder, heater, generator and 
large RV.

Good Samaritan’s Thrift/Clothes 
store will be open Saturdays in May 
from 8am - noon.  Clothes sale is 
open Mon.-Wed., 8 am -12 pm, 
and 1 pm-4 pm. Open 8 am - noon 
on Thurs.

SALES

HOOTEN’S HARDWARE, LLC

Browse our wide selection of RV 
Parts and Accessories. Hwy. 69N 
in Emory. 903-473-8788.

CONSIGNMENT 

Wanted: Large consignment items 
to sell. New retail store on Hwy. 
276 at East Tawakoni. Outside 
pieces only. Plenty of traffic. Blue 
Heron Emporium 913-680-7677.

HELP WANTED

RAINS ISD NEEDS: Custodian/
Custodian Substitutes, Bus Drivers/
Substitutes, Food Service Employ-
ee/Substitutes, Child Development 
Center Employee/Substitutes. 
Salary based on experience. $320/
month of full-time employee health 
coverage paid. Apply on-line at 
https://www.rainsisd.org Equal 
Employment Opportunity.

RENT/LEASE
For Rent Alba 1400 sq.ft. Country 
setting on one acre. 3BR/2BA 
Central H/A, $1400/mth., 903-
474-4007.

For Rent Emory 1350 sq.ft. 
3BR/2BA Central H/A, Fenced 
yard, $1350/mth., 903-474-
4007.

ALL BILLS PAID
EAGLE INN APARTMENTS

2-BR $927/mth. $1127 deposit. 
Apply at eagleinnapartments.com.

STORAGE UNITS

EMORY SELF STORAGE, Hwy. 
69S, 410 E. Lennon. Now offering 
climate-controlled units. 903-474-
9150, 903-348-5459.

SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

MCKENZIE LAKE WORKS. Superior 
quality waterfront solutions. Boat 
docks, steel/metal bldgs. & more. 
w w w . m c k e n z i e l a k e
works.com. 903-356-2300, 903-
269-6173. Est. 2001.

HOOTEN’S HARDWARE, LLC 

Has all your welding, welding repair 
and lumber needs available on site. 
Hwy. 69N in Emory. 903-473-
8788.

DODSON AND SONS Painting, 
drywall, carpentry and more. 
903-259-8541. For plumbing 
needs call Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

DIRT & TRACTOR WORK

G&G GRAVEL – All types of gravel, 
chipped asphalt, available for 
spreading, free estimates. Miller 
Grove. Bret Garrett 903-268-
6910.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

HOOTEN’S LAWN 
& TREE SERVICE, LLC

Tim Hooten 
Lawn maintenance, sodding, land-
scaping, tree trimming & removal, 
retaining walls, irrigation systems. 
LI 0019094. 903-473-8706, 
903-474-4402.

MARVIN’S LANDSCAPE & PROP-
ERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE – 
fence row cleaning, affordable 
pricing. Text or call 903-348-
4399.

SMITH’S LAWN CARE 
landscaping, fencing, hedge trim-
ming, weekly/biweekly rates. 
903-521-8506, free estimates.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

Lake Fork Pond Mowing Over-
grown pond? Specializing in steep 
bank mowing. General excavation 
services. Jon 360-791-2994.

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

AVS APPLIANCE SERVICE – 
Servicing most household appli-
ances. All work guaranteed. 903-
473-3664, 903-473-8862.

PEST CONTROL

ALL PRO PEST CONTROL. Termites, 
roaches, spiders, ants, scorpions. 
Call Robert 903-268-7263.

TREE SERVICES

HOOTEN’S LAWN & TREE SER-
VICE, LLC. Tree trimming/removal. 
Credit cards, insured. LI0019094. 
903-473-8706, 903-474-4402.

LEGACY TREE SERVICE. www.
TheWilsonLegacy.com 903-455-
1587. Insured, credit cards, 
appointments. We specialize in high 
risk removals. Trimming, Removals, 
Stumps.

WANTED
Looking for venders for new 
Farmers Market on Hwy. 276, East 
Tawakoni – Blue Heron Emporium. 
Call 913-680-7677 for details.
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PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS BUYING
PROPERTY IN THE VICINITY OF THE

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY CORP.
Shirley Water Supply Corp. urges any 
prospective buyer to verify with the manager at 
the office, located on FM 1567, east of Hwy. 19, 
north of Emory, Tex., or south of Sulphur Springs, 
Tex., whether or not water is available at the tract 
of land in question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

NOTICE TO CREDITORS IN THE
ESTATE OF

JOANNA WHATLEY, DECEASED
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the ESTATE OF JOANNA 
WHATLEY, Deceased, were issued on April 17, 
2024, under Docket No. 3291, pending in the 
County Court of Rains County, Texas, to RITA 
BENNETT.

Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the Estate, addressed as follows:
c/o Philip D. Alexander

Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims against this Estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.

DATED April 17, 2024
CURTIS & ALEXANDER, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069
E-Mail: philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967
ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Package 
Store permit by Marley Aaron Barker dba Simply 
Seven, to be located at 147 Locust St., Point, 
Rains County, Texas. Owners are Marley Aaron 
Barker.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS IN THE
ESTATE OF

LOUISE V. MACKEY, DECEASED
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of Louise V. Mackey, 
Deceased, were issued on April 30, 2024, under 
Docket No. 3288, pending in the County Court of 
Rains County, Texas, to Connie Ann Clark.

Claims may be presented as follows:
Representative,
Estate of Louise V. Mackey, Deceased
c/o Philip D. Alexander
Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims against this estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.

DATED April 30, 2024
CURTIS & ALEXANDER, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069
E-Mail: philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967
ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

R&P Property
Preservation, LLC

• Ag & Resi Herbicide
• Ag & Resi Insecticide
• Ag & Pasture Fencing
• Habitat Development
• Aquatic Vegetation Control
• Animal Health Services
• Custom Farming & Seeding
• Pasture Shredding • Sod

Rhett Rabenaldt (254) 396-9900
Hunter Potts (903) 269-6458

903rppp@gmail.com

Total Property Management

HOOTEN’S
HARDWARE LLC

Hwy. 69 N. • Emory • 903-473-8788

We carry a full line of Hardware, Lumber, Metal
Building Materials, Pipe, Steel, Farm Equipment,

Cattle Equipment & Tractor Supplies.

We also offer Custom Welding
and Manufacturing

Hours: 7 a.m.- 5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
7 a.m.- 3 p.m., Sat. • Closed Sun.

www.hootensteel.com

Custom Fertilizer
Blending & Spreading

Farm & Ranch Supplies
Tack • Vet Supplies

Seed • Plants • Feed
Hardware • Bird Feeders
Ariat • Wrangler • Justin

Purses & Jewelry
Montana Silversmith

John Deere Toys
Outdoor Furniture

Hwy. 69 & 19 • Emory
903-473-2249 www.longhorntrailers.com

5955 N. State Hwy. 19
Emory, Texas 75440

Phone 903-473-2165
Fax 903-473-4488

When Only the Best Will Do!

East Texas' Foremost Trailer Manufacturer
Supplying Customers With

Quality Trailers at Affordable Prices!

Ag Services DIRECTORY Proudly supporting our
farmers & ranchers

NOTICE TO CREDITORS IN THE
ESTATE OF

DON ROGERS BEELER, JR., DECEASED
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the ESTATE OF DON 
ROGERS BEELER, JR., Deceased, were issued 
on April 17, 2024, under Docket No. 3286, 
pending in the County Court of Rains County, 
Texas, to JANIS SUE BEELER.

Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the Estate, addressed as follows:
c/o Philip D. Alexander

Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims against this Estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.

DATED April 17, 2024
CURTIS & ALEXANDER, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440
Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069
E-Mail: philip@curtisalexander.net
/s/ Philip D. Alexander
State Bar No. 00786967
ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE ESTATE OF

ALBERT LEPPO STONE, DECEASED
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of Albert Leppo 
Stone, Deceased, were issued on May 6, 2024, 
in Cause No. 3290, pending in the County Court 
of Rains County, Texas, to: Gary Allen Stone.

All persons having claims against this Estate, 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law.

The Estate of Albert Leppo Stone 
c/o The Elliott Law Firm PC
Zachary L. Hobbs, Associate Attorney
300 S. Trade Days Blvd.
Canton, Texas 75103
DATED the 7th day of May, 2024

/s/ Zachary L. Hobbs
Attorney for Gary Allen Stone
State Bar No.: 24129897
300 S. Trade Days Blvd.
Canton, Texas 75103
Telephone: (903)-567-6622
Facsimile: (903)-567-3366
E-Mail: info@elliottlawfirmpc.com

903-348-6170

903-438-1970

Toby Boatman

Residential • Commercial
Sales • Service • Installation

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Visit www.cbtx.com for
this week’s solution

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Visit www.cbtx.com for
this week’s solution

S-1687

A Z L E
S E A L
S I T E
O T H E
C U E F A A A S T H E
I N R O A D S S T R E A M
A G E N D A S P I E R R E

A B B O T T D E E P R E B S
T U I N E I T O O N E

S T E N O H O M E F R O M T H E
S L A N D E R E D W H I L E

A H O R S E O F A B I R D I E
W A F S U R D A T E E

T O M S H E S
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T R I
H A S
E L K

SUDOKU SOLUTION
3 6 8 5 2 7 1 9 4
4 5 2 1 3 9 6 7 8
9 1 7 6 8 4 5 2 3
2 9 6 7 4 3 8 5 1
1 4 5 8 6 2 9 3 7
7 8 3 9 5 1 2 4 6
8 7 4 2 9 6 3 1 5
6 2 1 3 7 5 4 8 9
5 3 9 4 1 8 7 6 2

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rains County Appraisal District will be accepting 
Request for Proposal from Certified Public 
Accountants to perform audit for Rains County 
Appraisal District beginning with the 2024 calendar 
year. Proposals for such designation will be received 
until June 28 until 5:00 at 145 Doris Briggs Parkway, 
Emory, Texas 75440.  The designation of Auditor will be 
made at a regular Rains CAD Board of Directors 
meeting in July.
Information can be obtained at Rains County Appraisal 
District, 145 Doris Briggs Pkwy., Emory, Texas 75440 or 
call 903-473-2391
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RAINS WILDCAT & LADY CAT TRACK

Campbell adds another state medal
By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

Rains Lady Cat Jasey 
Campbell won a bronze medal 
in high jump at the UIL State 
Track & Field meet in Austin 
on Thursday, May 2.

Campbell cleared five foot 
and four inches on her last 
attempt to qualify for a medal 
in Class 3A. She ended the 
event tied with Jordan Mitchell 
of Lorena.

Campbell was awarded the 
bronze medal as it took her 
more attempts to clear the 
mark of 5-4.

It is the second time this 
school year for Campbell to 
win a state medal as she 
received a bronze medal as part 
of the Rains Lady Cat basket-
ball team that qualified for the 
state tournament.

Rains Lady Cats Amanda 
Rimbey and Elizabeth Roan 
competed in pole vault at the 
state meet in Austin, but did 
not medal.

Contributed photo

Senior Jasey Campbell (right) sports her state bronze medal as 
she poses with Coach Shelbi Sheppard at the UIL State Track & Field 
meet at Myers Stadium in Austin on Thursday, May 2.

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcat baseball 
team and the Rains Lady Cat 
softball team swept their way 
into the next round of the Class 
3A playoffs with decisive 2-0 
series wins last week.

The Lady Cats traveled to 
Duncanville to take on the Boyd 
Lady Jackets in the area round 
of the softball playoffs on 
Wednesday, May 1. 

After a scoreless first inning, 
the Lady Cats scored 16, unan-
swered runs to end the game in 
the fourth inning, 16-0.

Freshman Peyton Bryant 
finished the game with three hits 
in three at-bats, had three RBIs 
and an in-the-park home run. 
Senior Cambree Oakes pitched 
four innings, allowed no hits and 
no runs while striking out four 
batters.

Over in Bonham, the Wild-
cats opened the Class 3A play-
offs by beating the Bonham 
Purple Warriors, 6-5.

Senior Grant Guidry hit a 
three run, home run in the top of 
the seventh to tie the game, and 
an RBI double in the eighth 
inning that proved to be the 
game winner.

Freshman Samuel Haney got 
the win after pitching three 
innings, allowing no runs or hits 
and striking out seven batters.

On Thursday, May 2, in 
Duncanville, the Lady Cats 
wrapped up the playoff series 
with Boyd with a 13-2 victory.

Senior Emma Knight had two 
hits in three at-bats, four RBIs 
and scored twice. Oakes allowed 
two runs, walked four and struck 
out four batters in five innings.

The Wildcats hosted the 
Bonham Purple Warriors on 
Friday, May 3, and rolled into 
the next round of the playoffs 
with a 12-0 victory.

Senior Nick Bowman started 
on the mound and pitched five 
innings, allowed one hit, walked 
one batter and notched seven 
strikeouts.

Senior Shawn Robertson had 

two hits in three at-bats and four 
RBIs in the playoff win.

The Rains Lady Cats move to 
29-5-1 overall, and the Rains 
Wildcats improve to 23-6-1.

The Rains Lady Cats will 
take on the S & S Consolidated 
Lady Rams in the regional 
quarterfinal round of the Class 
3A playoffs at Princeton High 
School.

Game one of the series was 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 
8, at 6:00 p.m. while game two 
is scheduled for Thursday, May 

9, at 6:00 p.m. If needed, game 
three will be played on Friday, 
May 10, at 6:00 p.m.

The Wildcats will take on the 
Whitesboro Bearcats in the area 
round of the Class 3A playoffs 
at Princeton High School.

Game one will be played on 
Thursday, May 9, at 6:00 p.m., 
and game two is scheduled for 
Friday, May 10, at 6:00 p.m. 
Game three will be played on 
Saturday afternoon, May 11, if 
needed.

RAINS LADY CAT SOFTBALL & WILDCAT BASEBALL

Wildcats, Lady Cats sweep into next round of state playoffs

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Rains Wildcat Toby Herndon (1) blocks the base and makes the pickoff tag for the out during the 
12-0 playoff win over the Bonham Purple Warriors at Rains baseball field on Friday, May 3.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Rains Lady Cat Presley Kilgore (7) catches the fly ball during the 
13-2 playoff win over Boyd on Thursday, May 2, in Duncanville.

E-mail, mail or bring a
photo (baby, cap &

gown, or your favorite
pose) with a short

congratulatory
message

AD MUST BE
PAID FOR
BEFORE

PUBLICATION

Deadline is 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 13

Congratulations!

We knew you
could do it!

We are so proud
of you!

Love,
Your Family
and Friends

We are so proud
of you!

We knew you
could do it!

Good luck
in college!

Love,
Your Family

Send your graduating senior
a special message with a photo
in our special senior section.

The cost is
$45 b/w or
$60 color
per ad.

Rains County Leader
239 N. Texas Street, Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2653 • ads@rainscountyleader.com


