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eglonal tournament bound!

Leader photo by CHICK FITTS

With a packed stand for support, the Rains Lady Cat basketball team defeated the Ponder Lady Lions 51-45 to advance to the Class 3A Region I
basketball tournament. The Lady Cats’ first opponent in the tournament will be the Tatum Lady Eagles and will begin Friday, February 23, at 6:00 p.m. at

Prosper High School. See related story on page 8.

RAINS COUNTY ESD
Board approves
EMS building
upgrades

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Emergency Service
District approved upgrades for the EMS
building in Emory and annual exemptions
during the regular meeting on Monday, Feb-
ruary 19.

The board was presented with bids for re-
pairs of the shower stalls in the EMS build-
ing. The stalls were found to not have a
proper foundation so the bid to correct that
issue along with the repairs of the stalls was
unanimously approved.

Board members approved a motion to up-
grade the internet service for the EMS build-
ing and authorized Kristi Ratliff to choose
the best option.

Rains County ESD Board President Ken
Player stated that final paperwork was being
drafted to complete the purchase of the Point
VED building so no action or discussion was
needed at this time for purchase of land next
to the building.

The board approved the annual exemption
for historic properties in Rains County and to
not tax personal/recreational vehicles.

In monthly activity reports for January,
Hopkins County reported 150 requests for
service, with 45 refusals. The average re-
sponse time on life threatening emergencies
calls in the city was reported to be 13 minutes

see ESD on page 2

ELECTION 2024

Early voting underway
for March 5 primary

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

Early voting in the March 5 primary elec-
tion began on Tuesday, February 20, in Rains
County with 78 residents voting in one con-
tested local race and several contested state
and federal offices.

As of press time, 68 residents had voted in
the Republican primary, while 10 residents
voted in the Democratic primary.

The lone contested race in Rains County is
the election for Sheriff of Rains County in
the Republican primary. Michael Hopkins is
seeking election to the office that he was ap-
pointed to in October of 2022 by the Rains
County Commissioners Court. Jamison

“Jamie” Beck seeks election to the office af-
ter being the Chief of Police for the City of
Point for almost two years.

Uncontested races in the Republican Pri-
mary for Rains County include Jeremey
Cook for County Commissioners of Precinct
1, Korey Young for County Commissioner of
Precinct 3, Allen Davis for county constable,
Sheila Floyd for County Tax Assessor-Col-
lector, Robert Vititow for County Attorney,
Eddie Northcutt for 8th District Judge and
Keli Aiken for 354th District Judge.

Area elections affecting Rains County
have incumbent Cole Hefner, Jeff Fletcher
and Dewey Collier seeking election to repre-

see EARLY VOTING on page 2

EAST TAWAKONI

Council purchases new equipment,
updates EDC’s AOI

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The East Tawakoni City Council held a
regular meeting on Tuesday, February 20, to
improve equipment at the city water depart-
ment and update by-laws and articles of in-
corporation of the East Tawakoni Economic
Development Corporation (EDC).

During the meeting, the council was pre-
sented with options for a new backhoe for the
city’s water department. The current equip-
ment is not considered safe for use and the
department has had to rent the equipment
when needed.

The council had approved at the Novem-
ber meeting for the purchase of a used back-

hoe if one could be found for under $40,000.
One could not be found for that price so the
option to lease-to-own a new Case backhoe
for $3,500 a month was brought to council.

The department has rented a smaller Kub-
ota backhoe as needed for $186 a day or $771
a week. The three year agreement for the
newer backhoe would include maintenance
and the equipment would belong to the city
at the end of the agreement.

Council members approved in a 3-1 vote
to purchase the new backhoe as the cost to
rent the equipment would be higher than the
monthly purchase payments. Councilwoman
Nastassia Ruffino voted against the motion as

see EAST TAWAKONI on page 2

SPOTLIGHT

John Turk’s farming skills began with a high school class in horticulture

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

John Turk spent his young life in Gar-
land and moved to Point eight years ago,
after marrying his wife Michelle who is a
native of the area. When he went to high
school in Garland, he played a couple of
years of football, went fishing a lot, and
took a class in Horticulture which led to
his skill in, and love of farming. Although
he and his wife both own Turk Farm, at
4054 Hwy. 276 in Point, he runs the busi-
ness year-round while she works else-
where in sales.

“We bought the farm from Michelle’s
grandmother in 2014, and have a farm
store, greenhouse sales, do a few garden-
ing classes and have goats for petting and
chickens for feeding,” said Turk. “We also
do special events that are seasonal such as
a pumpkin patch, sunflower and fresh cut
flower meadow, and try to do something

for Valentine’s Day and Christmas. There
is no fee to visit the farm. We only charge
for items bought in the farm store or from
our green houses.”

shoppers from Dallas as well as local cus-
tomers,” said Turk. “We also get visits
from garden clubs in Rains County, Dallas
and Collin County and there is a lot of
business online. We are trying to do gar-

Turk said that his wife’s family has lived

in Point for a long time and Michelle’s
grandparents had the 11-acres they sold to
him, 10 acres that Michelle’s parents live
on plus several other acreages. The grand-
parents raised cattle on their land as well as
land they rented. Turk Farm has plenty of
room for its store, a 95 x 24-foot green-
house, a smaller 12 x 20-foot greenhouse,
goats, chickens and other facilities. The fo-
cuses in the nursery are flowers and veg-
etables, seedlings, succulents and trees in
smaller containers.

“We get a good turnout here, getting

dening classes occasmnally, such as one
about starting onions. We want to offer
more classes in the future. Our busiest time
of the year is spring and slowest time is
August.”

Items that are growing now include
fresh tomatoes, micro greens, seed pota-
toes, and onion sets. In the farm store are
fresh farm eggs, and canned items. More
information about Turk Farm can be found
at https://turkfarmonline.com/.

The Turks were married 10 years ago af-
ter being introduced to each other by
friends. They have a five-year-old son and
a pet Dachshund named Winston and an
outside cat. Michelle’s parents live on 10
acres next to the Turks, and her grand-
mother lives further down the road on
about six acres.

The Turks like to travel, especially to
Mexico and Colorado. They also go to the
lake to fish and like spending time at the
beach.

N

John Turk with wife Michelle and son
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Rain Report

No rain recorded this week.

Total for February . ......... 2.72 in.
Yeartodate ............... 7.31 in.
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Community outreach

& organigations

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Emory — Tues. & Thurs. 7:00-8:00
p.m., Sat. 12:00-1:00 p.m., open
meetings. Emory United
Methodist Church Fellowship
Hall. For info call 903-243-6766
or 903-439-7573

AL-ANON - Thurs., 7:00 p.m.,
Crossroads Al-anon Group,

103 N. Houston St., Edgewood,
903-896-7270

AMERICAN LEGION POST 156,
Rabb Bro. Mem. Rains Co. -
4th Mon., 5:15 p.m., 215 N. Duffy
St., Emory, 903-438-6045. Buffet
breakfast - 2nd Saturday 7:00-
10:00 a.m.

ARBALA DANCE - Tues., 7:00 -
9:30 p.m., Arbala Community
Center

CUB SCOUTS - 1st, 2nd, 4th
Sunday, Masonic lodge 4:30 p.m.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY -
every Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Emory
Baptist Church

EAST TAWAKONI SENIOR
CITIZEN GAME DAY - every
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., 255
Oakleaf Trail.

EMORY LIONS CLUB - 1st and
3rd Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m.

Dos Charros in Emory. Call for
information 903-473-2311

FOOD BANK AT FREEDOM
CHURCH OF GOD - 3rd Fri.,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.,
10830 FM 514, Emory.
903-473-2457

FRIENDS OF RAINS CO.
PUBLIC LIBRARY - 3rd Thurs.,
1:00 p.m., Meadows Cultural
Center, Rains County Public
Library

LAKE COUNTRY NEIGHBORS -
1st Thurs., 11:30 a.m.,
www.lakecountryneighbors.com

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH
FOOD PANTRY - 2nd Tues., 1-4
p.m. 9483 W. FM 515, Alba

LAKE FORK CHAPTER OF THE
WELL ARMED WOMAN - first
Thursday, 4-7 p.m. at
Winnsboro Gun Club, Winnsboro
TX. Sue Parrish 903-473-9819

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'’S
ASSOC. - 2nd Tues., 6:30 p.m.
Lovell’s Restaurant, Lake Fork
Marina

EAST TAWAKONI CITY
COUNCIL

3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m.,
East Tawakoni City Hall

EMORY CITY COUNCIL
2nd Tues., 7:00 p.m.,
Emory City Hall

POINT CITY COUNCIL
2nd Thurs., 6:45 p.m.,
Point City Hall

RAINS COUNTY
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

3rd Thurs. of every month,
Rains Tax Office at 12:00 p.m.

RAINS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
2nd & 4th Thurs., 10:00 a.m.,
Rains County Courthouse

Email haywirewoman@gmail.com.

MARS HILL MASONIC LODGE
#1440 - 4th Thurs., 6:30 p.m.,
Lodge on Hwy. 69

NORTHEAST TEXAS
DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE -
4th Thurs., 6:00-7:30 p.m.,
Rose Community Center

PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD OF
RAINS COUNTY - 3rd Mon., 7:00
p.m., AgriLife Extension and
Conference Center

POINT LADIES CIVIC CLUB - 1st
Thurs., 6:30 p.m., Point
Community Center, 903-269-8446

RAINS AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

2nd Sat. of each month 9:00 a.m.
Emory Volunteer Fire Dept.,

RAINS COUNTY CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE - 3rd Thursday,
5:30 p.m. Visitor’s Center,
903-473-3913

RAINS GARDEN CLUB - 2nd
Mon., 11:00 a.m.,

Scarbrough Haven, Email
TheRainsGardenClub@gmail.com

RAINS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - 3rd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Emory Development Corp.

RAINS COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD - 4th Mon., 5:30 p.m.,
Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct.,
Meadows Cultural Center,
Rains County Public Library

RAINS COUNTY GOOD
SAMARITANS - Food Pantry open
1:00-4:00 p.m. Mon. & Thurs.

RAINS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL LIBRARY -
Mon., Wed., Fri.,

9:00 a.m.-noon.

140 W Quitman St.
903-473-6277

STITCH AND LEARN QUILTING
CLUB - Thurs., 9:00 a.m.-noon,
903-598-3021

Miracle Faith Baptist Church

WOMEN’S SERVICE CLUB -
2nd Mon., 6:00 p.m.,
Rose Community Center

WOMEN IN NEED, INC. -
A Battered Women'’s Shelter.
Call 903-455-4612 or
903-454-HELP

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

RAINS ISD SCHOOL BOARD
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m.,
Rains ISD Board Room

RAINS COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1

3rd Monday, 6:30 p.m.,

Emory Fire Station

RAINS COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE:

Mon., Tues. and Thurs., 8:00 a.m. -
5:00 p.m., 110 E. North St.
TRANSPORTATION:

To schedule a ride Call 903-474-
7231

RAINS COUNTY ROAD &
BRIDGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-4 p.m.
903-473-5099 or 5098
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NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will be
open Monday-Thursday in the
building behind the public
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory.
Hours for Mon.-Wed. are 8:00
a.m.-4:00 p.m., closed noon-
1:00 p.m. Hours for Thursday
are 8:00 a.m. - noon. Thrift sales
will be open every Saturday in
February from 8:00 a.m. - noon.
Funds go to buy food for the
needy and to operate the center.

Tri-County Beef
And Forage
Conference

The Tri-County Beef and
Forage Conference will be held
on Friday, March 1, 8:30 a.m. —
3:00 p.m., at the Rains County
Fairgrounds. The cost is $30.00
per person, which includes
lunch. Three CEU hours will be
given. Topics will include Using
Soil Fertility as Weed Control
Mechanism; and Beef Cattle
Management Decision Making,
etc. Contact 903-473-4580 with
any questions or to RSVP.

ESD

Continued from page 1

and 32 seconds while county
calls averaged at 12 minutes and
13 seconds.

Of the 89 transported to a
medical facility by EMS in
January, 72 went to Sulphur
Springs, 14 to Greenville, one to
Quinlan and two to other
hospitals or air transport. The
most common calls were for
breathing problems, a person
feeling sick, a fall, motor vehicle
accidents, chest pains and an
unconscious individual.

The Emory VFD responded
to 56 calls during the month of
January. The  department

responded to 32 medical assists,
seven fires, six good intent calls,
five motor vehicle accidents,
three gas leaks, two hazardous
conditions calls and a public
assist.

In the month of January, the
Point VFD was dispatched on 41
calls including 34 medical
assists, three fires, two motor
vehicle accidents, a gas leak and
a canceled en route call.

The next regular meeting of
the Rains County ESD Board is
scheduled for Monday, March
18, at 6:30 p.m. at the Emory
VFD Fire Station.

EARLY VOTING

Continued from page 1

sent District 5 in the Texas
House of Representatives in the
Republican Primary. No candi-
date is running for the office in
the Democratic primary.

Angela Paxton will run
unopposed for Texas State
Senator of District 8 in the
Republican  primary  while
Rachel Mello will run unop-
posed for the same office in the
Democratic primary.

Other statewide races include
Railroad Commissioner and
several judgeships.

The election for Congressman
to represent District 4 in the
United States Congress has
incumbent Pat Fallon and Don
Horn on the Republican primary
ballot and Simon Cardell on the
Democratic primary ballot.

Other national offices on the
primary ballots in Rains County
include the United States Sena-
tor for Texas and President of
the United States.

The  Republican  ballot
includes 13 propositions
approved by the Texas Republi-
can Executive Committee.

Residents of Rains County
can vote early at the elections
office in the Rains County
Annex at 220 West Quitman
Street in Emory. Polls will be
open for early voting from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each weekday
from Tuesday, February 20,
through Friday, February 23.

Polls will be open Saturday,
February 24, from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. and Sunday, February
25, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Early voting will continue
each weekday from February 26

through March 01, with polls
open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

The primary in Texas will be
held on March 5 with polls open
from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Rains County residents will
be able to cast a ballot in the
primary at eight voting precincts
throughout the county on March
5 including:

Voting precinct 101 in the
Rocky Point Community Center
at 2134 South Hwy 19.

Voting precinct 102 in the
East Tawakoni Community
Center at 288 Briggs Blvd in
East Tawakoni.

Voting precinct 203 in the
Bright Star Church Community
Center at 1399 RS CR 3480.

Voting precinct 204 in the
Rose Community Center at 109
Ravine in Emory.

Voting precinct 305 in the
Della Blanton Memorial Hall at
200 RS CR 4370.

Voting precinct 306 in the
Emory VFED Fire Station at 1205
West Lennon St. in Emory.

Voting precinct 407 in the
Point Community Center at 241
S. First Street in Point.

Voting precinct 408 in the
fellowship hall for the First
Baptist Church of Point at 985
Industrial Blvd in Point.

For more information about
the election, contact the Texas
Secretary of State’s office at
1-800-252-8683 or visit the
website, www.votetexas.gov.

For information about the
local elections, contact the Elec-
tion Administrator at 903-473-
5009 or visit www.co.rains.tx.us/
pagelrains.Elections.
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g.:, 132 N Texas St | P O Box 1221
W Emory, TX 75440
! 903-473-1592

> edwardjones.com

How will higher
rates affect you?

As you know, interest rates
have risen considerably over the
past couple of years.

How does
this affect you
as a consumer
and as an
investor?

From a con-
sumer’s stand-
point, you’ll
likely pay more
in interest on
new or refinanced mortgages,
along with car loans and credit
cards. Paying these loans and
debts at higher rates can affect
your cash flow, so you may
have to make some choices
about your overall budgeting
and spending plans.

As an investor, higher rates
can mean different things.
Some stocks do better than oth-
ers in a high-interest-rate envi-

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones
Financial Advisor

ronment, but when considering
any stock or stock-based invest-
ment, you’ll want to look at its
merits and fundamentals.

If you own bonds, their value
might go down when interest
rates rise. That’s because
investors won’t pay full price
for your bonds when they can
get newer ones issued at higher
rates. However, you, too, can
invest in new bonds that pay
these higher rates, providing
you with bigger interest pay-
ments.

In any case, it’s useful to be
aware of what’s happening with
interest rates. The more you
know about the factors affecting
your investments, the better off
you’ll be.

This content was provided by Edward
Jones for use by Brandon Roberts, your

Edward Jones financial advisor in Emory
at 903-473-1592.

EAST TAWAKONI

Continued from page 1

she wanted a chance to look for
more options in purchasing a
backhoe.

The water department pre-
sented a proposal to purchase
new radio water meters. The
new meters would allow for the
reading of meters without get-
ting out of the vehicle or enter-
ing resident’s properties.

The replacement of old
meters would not be too time
consuming, and would be con-
ducted over several years. The
cost would include new soft-
ware, computer and training on
the radio meters and the city
would incur a yearly mainte-
nance fee.

The council unanimously
voted to table the item as the
cost to the city would require
them to get two more bids for
the same or similar equipment.

The council was presented
with the updates to the articles of
incorporation and the by-laws
for the East Tawakoni EDC. The
updates and amendments were
discussed and worked on during
a two-day workshop on January
30 and 31.

After some discussion and
changes, the articles were unan-
imously approved by the coun-
cil, but the by-laws were tabled
to allow the EDC governing
body to approve the by-laws and
have a lawyer look over them.

Council members considered
whether to approve a stipend for
council members and the mayor
to be used to attend seminars,
events or courses to further their
knowledge in local government.
As a stipend would be consid-
ered pay for being on the
council, the item was denied in
a 3-1 vote with the knowledge
that any council member want-
ing training paid for by the city
should bring it to the council for
approval.

The council was presented
with a contract for legal services
for a lawyer to consult with the
city concerning EDC business.
The current city attorney had
declined to review the docu-
ments or provide a legal opinion
as he stated that he didn’t have
the experience in the area.

A motion to table the matter
to allow council members to
look for more options for a
lawyer died for lack of a second.
They unanimously approved a
motion to approve the contract
with a term limit of one year
added to it.

Mayor Holly Calhoun opened
the only bid received for man-
agement services for a grant to
purchase sirens and emergency
generators for the city. The
council unanimously approved
the motion to accept the bid
from Grantworks.

Council members discussed
whether to stop verbal reports
from department heads during
the regular meetings. Typed
reports are part of every council
member’s agenda packet and the
time could be used for just
questions from the council for
the department heads.

The council unanimously
approved a motion to stop with
verbal department reports, but
all typed reports would be
available to the public at the
meeting or at city hall.

The council unanimously
approved a permit for a garage
on Harris Harbor with variances,
to not allow the assessment of ad
valorem taxes on non producing
personal vehicles, a contract to
conduct the 2023 audit of the
city and the appointment of Kole
Davis to the planning and zoning
committee.

During the open forum, a
resident spoke about damage to
her property from the opening of
a fire hydrant near her property.
The hydrant had been opened
several times to relieve pressure
on the city’s water system while
repairs were conducted. The
excess water overflowed the
natural drainage to the lake and
caused flooding and damage to
her property.

In council comments, Coun-
cilwoman Kammi Garner pre-
sented council members with
information on the pay for local
law enforcement in the area and
asked an item be added to next
month's agenda to discuss pay
for the city police department.

Calhoun stated that there was
a plan for a workshop in March
to update the city’s employee
handbook. She noted that a
citizen's concerns about property
damage from the open fire
hydrant would be on the next
agenda.

Councilwoman Jana Dan-
dridge was not present for the
regular meeting.

The next regular meeting of
the East Tawakoni City Council
is scheduled for Tuesday, March
19, at 7:00 p.m. in the council
chambers of East Tawakoni City
Hall.

Advertising Works
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SUDOKU

The aim of Sudokuiis to complete the entire grid using the numbers 1-9. Each number can only
be used once ineach row, once ineach column, and once in each of the 3x3 boxes. Visit www.
sudokuoftheday.com for further tips and help about how to play - and good luck!
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the Senate.
businesses to
capabilities.
families and children.
Republicans in 1997.

House

their own party.

win/win objective!

Economic Growth
I watched Kudlow Weekend on Saturday

Chairman of the House Ways and means
committee Steve Smith brought forward a 78B
dollar economic growth tax cut bill heading to

The bills language provides a tax cut for
: make - ¢
investments expanding their manufacturing

The bill also has a child tax credit for eligible
The Child Tax Credit was first proposed by

A bipartisan agreement was reached between
epublicans and House Democrats on the
ways and means committee.

Participants will be chastised by members of

Republicans on Republicans

Democrats on Democrats

Charge: Working with the Enemy. Beneficial
legislation for American families and American
Businesses which actually cuts taxes with a

Marvin Henson Point, Texas

needed equipment
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To vote or not to vote!

By Linda Brendle

The United States Constitu-
tion, as originally written, did
not define specifically who
could or could not vote—but it
did establish Zow the new coun-

try would vote.
Article 1 of the
Constitution
determined that
members of the
Senate and
House of Repre-
A sentatives
unoarenpLe  WOuld both be
Leader Comesponden:— €lected directly
by popular vote
and that the president would be
elected by the Electoral Col-
lege.

The question of who could
vote was left to the states into
the 1800s. In most cases, only
landowning white men were
eligible. Black men gained the
vote in 1869 and women fol-
lowed in 1920. Voting rights
were further expanded in 1964
by the elimination of the poll
tax, in 1965 with the end of Jim
Crow laws, and in 1971 when
the voting age was lowered
from 21 to 18.

It would seem that, since
people fought so long to win
the right to vote, that everyone
would be eager to exercise that
privilege. Too often, though,
that is not the case. According
to one source, 35 percent-60
percent of eligible voters don’t
take part in any given election.
The main reason given for not
voting seems to be because they
don’t think their vote matters.
They may think their candidate
is so far ahead that their vote
isn’t needed or that one per-
son’s vote won’t swing an elec-
tion one way or another. Some
don’t think their vote counts
because of the Electoral Col-
lege System.

The truth is that voting is a
right, people have died to win
that right for you, and every
vote counts. Logic would tell us
that one vote in a sea of mil-
lions doesn’t make a difference,
but several close elections tell a
different story. The 2000 presi-
dential election between Gore
and Bush was decided by 537
votes in Florida. While your
vote may not directly elect the
president, it matters in the out-
come of the electoral vote. In
2016, although the vote wasn’t
decided by a few individual
votes, the Electoral College
vote was very close because of
individual votes in several

Super Coffee — Rocket

swing states. And don’t forget
local and state elections which
generally get a much smaller
voter turnout. According to a
Portland State University Study,
as few as 15 percent of eligible
voters take part in local elec-
tions, and these are the deci-
sions that have the most effect
on our daily lives.

Many non-voters don’t
believe anything will change
regardless of who is elected.
They don’t know anything
about the candidates, or maybe
they know too much and don’t
like any of the candidates.
Some don’t know where their
polling place is and others don’t
vote because of long lines at the
polls or because they don’t get
paid time off from work to
vote. Early voting times aren’t
any more convenient, and they
don’t trust mail-in ballots, so
they just don’t vote at all.
Health issues, physical disabili-
ties, lack of photo ID, and other
situations can also be barriers to
exercising the right to vote.

On the other hand, the
reverse of the estimate of eligi-
ble voters who don’t vote
would indicate that 40 percent-
65 percent do vote, and their
reasons are as varied as those
who stay home. They might
think that voting is a civic duty
that gives them the power to
make a difference. Others are
moved by peer pressure or
driven by anger about a certain
issue or because they realize
that voting affects them
directly. Besides electing a can-
didate, voting gives you an
active role in issues that affect
not only the country as a whole
but also your community, your
family, and you personally like
the economy, foreign policy,
healthcare, education, taxes, the
infrastructure, and so much
more.

It’s important to vote not just
in national elections but also in
state and local elections. The
fact that a few votes can deter-
mine an election is especially
true on the local level. Your
vote could sway a result from
someone who doesn’t have
your best interests at heart to
someone who believes like you
do.

The upcoming election is the
primary election for the
November national election, but
there are a number of county
positions to vote on as well as
13 propositions. If you don’t
like any of the candidates in

Fuel for Health

“The morning cup of Cafe”
Noir is an integral part of the
life of the Creole household.
The Creoles hold as a physio-
logical fact that this custom
contributes to
longevity, and
point, day after
day, to exam-
ples of old men
and old women
of fourscore,
and over, who
attest to the
powerful aid
they have
received through life from a
good, fragrant cup of coffee in
the early morning.”

'y

JODY DYER

Typewriter Weekly

Picayune Creole Cook-
book -1909

A fragrant cup of coffee in
the early morning is one of
life’s greatest pleasures. And,
like the Creole, I would attest
that good coffee, consumed reg-
ularly, can contribute to
longevity. My grandmother
lived to the age of 100. She
savored her coffee every morn-
ing.
Studies galore have con-
firmed that coffee is good for
us. Linked to a decreased risk
of Alzheimer's disease, Parkin-
son’s disease, liver disease, type
2 diabetes, depression, and
more, consistent coffee con-
sumption is associated with liv-
ing longer. And we all want
that.

The previous quote, from the
famous Picayune Creole Cook-
book (published during the
early part of the 20th century in
New Orleans), mentions Cafe”
Noir, or black coffee. This is
favored by many. But some
people find that adding to their
morning cup makes their coffee
even more delectable. You
might consider some of the fol-
lowing, many of which are
reported to significantly mag-
nify coffee’s health benefits.

Of all the things you can add
to your coffee, CINNAMON
might be the most beneficial.
Loaded with healing antioxi-
dants and full of vitamins and
minerals (including manganese,
calcium, iron, and vitamin K)

cinnamon provides amazing
health benefits, stabilizing
blood sugar, preventing inflam-
mation, and supporting heart
health. Cinnamon also sweetens
your coffee without the calories
of sugar. When combined with
caffeine, cinnamon gives you
an extra boost of energy. Cinna-
mon can be added to coffee
after brewing. Add % to ' tea-
spoon ground cinnamon per cup
(or use sticks).

NUTMEG adds mild earthy
notes with a sweet taste to your
coffee and it pairs well with
cinnamon. These two spices
will make your coffee smell
like Christmas. Try adding % -
1 teaspoon to your coffee
grounds before brewing.

CARDAMOM, called the
Queen of Spices, has been a
popular addition to coffee in the
Middle East for centuries. Car-
damom is believed to have anti-
inflammatory and anti-cancer
properties and has been used to
treat high blood pressure and
diabetes. Sweet and spicy with
a hint of citrus, cardamom is
potent, so a little goes a long
way (try % teaspoon per cup, or
less). You can add whole pods
to coffee beans and grind
together (use green pods instead
of black for coffee) but note fla-
vor may remain in grinder
afterwards. You can also add
ground cardamom to coffee
grounds and brew together.

CLOVES will add aroma
and health to your cup. Cloves
are said to relieve symptoms of
arthritis and improve blood cir-
culation. The compounds in
cloves may reduce cancer cell
growth and promote cancer cell
death. Cloves also promote
digestive health and protect the
liver.

CACAQO (in powder form or
nibs) added to coffee is another
good option. Research has
revealed that cacao helps
improve mental performance,
brain function and mood. Fur-
ther studies have shown posi-
tive results using cacao and
cocoa extracts in reducing
breast, prostate, liver, pancre-
atic, colon cancer, and
leukemia.

one particular race, skip it and
cast your vote for someone in
another race that you support.

By the time this column is
published, early voting for this
year’s primary election will
have already started. Inconve-
nient timing should not be an
excuse to skip voting because
the polls will be open seven
days a week between now and
March 1. I've posted a copy of
the schedule at the end of this
column for your convenience.
If you need information about
who is running or what proposi-
tions are on the ballot, go to
https://www.co rains.tx.us/page/
rains. Elections where you will
find sample ballots and Rains
County Voter Information that
includes voting locations and a
precinct map.

Don’t sit out the March 5
election. Your vote is powerful,
but it must be exercised to tap
into that power. Cast your vote
or the votes of others will make
uncontested decisions for you.

EARLY VOTING
SCHEDULE

Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024 — Fri-
day, Feb. 23, 2024 — 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024 —
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024 — 9:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 26, 2024 — Fri-
day, March 1, 2024 — 7:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m.

ELECTION DAY

Tuesday, March 05, 2024
Sources:
https:/leducation.national-
geographic.org/resource/why-
voting-important/
https:/laactnow.org/why-vote/
https://apiavote.org/how-to-
vote/why-vote/
https:/lwww.altamed .org/arti-
cles/5-reasons-why-you-should-
vote
https:/Iprojects fivethir-
tyeight.com/non-voters-poll-
2020-election/
https:/lwww.globalcitizen.
orglen/content/why-people-
dont-vote/
https:/lwww.axios.com/
2021/11/16/election-voting-
rights-congress

Linda Brendle writes a weekly
column for Believers’ Baptist Church.
She is a published author and also writes
about caregiving, faith, and family on
her blog at  http://www.LifeAfter
Caregiving WordPress.com. You can e-
mail her at LindaBrendle @yahoo.com.
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COLLAGEN is another pop-
ular additive for coffee. Almost
tasteless, collagen is a protein
that promotes healthy hair, skin,
joints, bones, and muscles. It’s
the main component that makes
up connective tissues in our
bodies. As we age, it becomes
harder for our bodies to pro-
duce collagen. Stir a teaspoon,
or more, into your cup, and
enjoy.

I would be remiss if I didn’t
mention MCT OIL and its use
in coffee. MCT oil (medium-
chain triglycerides often
derived from coconut oil) has
been popularized through the
Bulletproof Coffee craze. I have
written about Bulletproof Cof-
fee before, and I drink it regu-
larly. Pioneered by the father of
biohacking Dave Asprey, Bul-
letproof Coffee consists of cof-
fee with added MCT oil and
grass-fed butter. It feeds your
brain, enhances mental capabil-
ities, and provides fat burning
support. Many folks drink Bul-
letproof Coffee for weight loss.
Use a blender and mix well (do
not simply stir) and start with a
small amount of MCT and
work up. Too much MCT oil
can result in disaster pants.

Other things you might con-
sider adding to your coffee
include mushroom powder
(good for your gut), salt (it can
balance the bitterness in cof-
fee), trace mineral drops (use a
few drops per cup), lemon (fun
and refreshing), and honey
(super sweetener that goes well
with coffee, esp. with added
heavy cream if you want to be
decadent).

Consider adding some of
these beneficial ingredients to
your brew. You can make that
fragrant cup of coffee every
morning rocket fuel for your
health.

JODY DYER is a columnist, author,
and former teacher. Described by some
as a Renaissance man, he is a baseball
fan, coffee roaster, and accomplished
feral hog trapper. He likes to read,
appreciates the outdoors, and is good
with dogs and children. He is the father
of three, and lives with his wife in Texas.

typewriterweekly.com
© 2024 Jody Dyer
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Pitch perfect ... almost

.

Leader photo by TREY HILL

Wyatt Cook pitches his third shot onto the green during the Rains Golf Invitational held Tuesday,
February 20, at Lake Fork Golf Course. Cook’s pitch rolled further than a comfortable birdie putt; how-
ever, he was able to two-putt for an easy par on the par-5 13t hole.

KASTING FOR KALE

Fundraising tournament and raffle
scheduled to benefit fallen WHS student

Tragedy struck the Winns-
boro High School community
on Saturday, February 17, when
one of its students collapsed and
died while participating in a
THSBA (Texas High School
Bass Association) tournament
being held at Lake Bob Sandlin.

Kale Robinson, an avid
fisherman who had caught his
personal best on the water,
collapsed minutes into the
weigh-in.

A tournament and raffle
fundraiser has been organized,
with the proceeds going directly
to the family. NTX Bass Elite

News?

Advertising?
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Questions?
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Commercial Bank of Texas
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Series, Lonestar Bass Series,
THSBA, and Joe Casey Shipley
will host the two-day event
which will include a dinner, live
music, raffle and tournament.
Kasting For Kale Memorial
Bass Tournament is scheduled
for Saturday and Sunday, March
16 and 17. Saturday features a
cookout and live music. The
tournament and raffle are sched-
uled to be held on Sunday at
Lake Fork. The event is open to
the public. For more informa-
tion, go to https://thsba.mybig-
commerce.com/kale-robinson/.

Kale Robinson

(903)

Contact the Rains County Leader at:

news@rainscountyleader.com
ads@rainscountyleader.com
sports@rainscountyleader.com
subscription@rainscountyleader.com
chuck fitts@rainscountyleader.com
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Sheriff’s Report

The Rains County Sheriff’s
Office took the following reports
of activity during the week of
February 12-18:

Arrests

2-13:  Justin
Collins. Failure
to comply with
sex offender duty
to register annu-
ally.

2-15: Jeremy
Tucker. Injury to
a child/disabled

MICHAEL HOPKINS
Rains County Sheriff

criminal  negligence, bond
denied.
2-15: Christopher Lowe.

Driving while intoxicated third
or more, 20 years institutional
division.

2-17: Donald Phillips. Parole
violation, unknown bond.

2-18: David Wallace. Bur-
glary of building, unknown
bond.

Calls
2-12: CR 1150 Tree fell in the
roadway; Rains Elementary

School Two-vehicle accident,
unknown injuries; FM 275
Livestock in the roadway; CR
3335 Report of son at a house
and causing a scene; Sheriff’s
Office (SO) Male would like to
file a complaint on his cousin;
FM 2795 Medical assist 78-year-
old female possibly having a
stroke; CR 1155 Money stolen
from a home; CR 3340 Male is
trespassing; CR 4500 Report of
someone trespassing on male’s
property; CR Briggs Blvd.
18-month-old child is choking;
Hwy. 69 Male has questions
about people living on his
property; Emory Park Female
locked herself out of the vehicle;
FM 275 Possible fire; CR 1451
Female tied up her neighbors
aggressive dogs since she is
scared they may attack her child;
Hwy. 19S near FM 2324 Mat-
tress in the roadway; CR 3335
Caller has low blood sugar.
2-13: Hwy. 69 near Mead-
owview Ln. Vehicle vs. bus, no
injuries; FM 779 Lung cancer
patient is malnourished and

unable to get up; CR 1410 Pistol
recovery; CR 3330 near CR 3345
Male walking down the road-
way; CR 3340 Male walking in
caller’s yard; Hwy. 276 Medical
assist female thinks her husband
is choking; FM 515 Medical
assist male having an epileptic
seizure; CR 3324 Alarm call; FM
47 Medical assist male has very
high blood pressure; Hwy. 276
near CR 1230 Motorist assist;
Hwy. 276 Stolen vehicle seen by
camera coming into the county;
Point Dollar General Child
custody issue.

2-14: Hwy. 69 Male states his
stepfather assaulted his mother;
PR Female put her credit infor-
mation online and now thinks
she’s being scammed; CR 1622
Deputy out on a paper service;
FM 515 coming into Emory
Wood Co. got a call that sounded
like a female yelling for help;
Bent Tree Motel Emory PD out
on a follow up; FM 2324 Dogs
impeding traffic; CR 1219 CPS
needs a welfare check done on
three children; Hwy. 69 Caller
states their neighbor came over
with a bat since his dogs went on
their property; CR 3330 67-year-
old female with lung cancer
having issues breathing; CR
4325 Medical assist 52-year-old
male is very disoriented; FM
2795 Possible intoxicated person
walking; Stop sign by the court
house Emory PD Motorist assist;
Hwy. 276 near CR 1530 Caller
states it looks like a car missed a
turn and hit the ditch; SO Female
states that someone filed taxes in
her son’s name; CR 1307 Medi-
cal assist 68-year-old female
who had a stroke two weeks ago
fell; CR 1410 Medical assist
98-year-old female with labored
breathing and slurred speech; CR
4453 Medical assist 70-year-old
male with high blood pressure
and a hard time breathing; CR
3330 Medical assist female fell,
and has a cut on her head and
knee; FM 515 Emory Fire Dept.
advised that there is a male
riding his bike in the middle of
the road with no reflectors or
lights.

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICES
Growing Potatoes

Experienced vegetable gar-
deners understand planting pota-
toes around Valentine's Day is
customary in this region, with
the general
guideline being
by February 15.
While we may
be a bit behind
schedule this
year, there’s still
time to plant
your potatoes if
you haven’t
already.

Potatoes are among the sim-
plest root crops to cultivate,
offering the added perk of being
edible at various growth stages,
including as tender “new pota-
toes.” Here are some tips for
successfully growing potatoes in
your garden:

Potatoes typically thrive in
average soil conditions, requir-
ing minimal soil preparation.
However, incorporating some
compost or peat moss can be
beneficial. Avoid using fresh
manure or lime, as they may
lead to scab formation on the
potatoes. Applying a balanced
fertilizer like 5-10-10 or 10-20-
20 before planting can also help.
Ensure thorough mixing of the
fertilizer into the planting soil,
tilling or spading to a depth of
ten to twelve inches.

When planting small to

-

STEPHEN GOWIN
Rains County
AgrilLife Agent

medium-sized seed potatoes,
plant them whole. For larger
potatoes, cutting them into
halves or quarters with two to
three “growth eyes” per section
is suitable. Allow the cut sur-
faces to dry and form a callus
before planting.

Potatoes can be grown using
various methods, such as in-
ground planting, stacking in
straw or mulch, using black
plastic bags, or even in contain-
ers like garbage cans or stacked
tires. This versatility makes
potatoes a fun and accessible
crop to grow.

Traditional field growing
involves planting seed potatoes
about twelve inches apart in
rows spaced two to three feet
apart. Seed pieces are typically
planted one inch deep and cov-
ered with soil as sprouts
emerge. Hilling or mounding
soil around the plants as they
develop is another common
technique.

In the straw method, potatoes
are planted above ground in
stacks of straw or mulch. Addi-
tional straw or mulch is added
around the base of the growing
vines, resulting in clean potatoes
that can be harvested early.

Tire stacking offers two
approaches: stacking tires verti-
cally and planting them in each
tier, or placing a single tire on

2-15: CR 1402 One-year-old
female shaking and not breathing
CPR is in progress; E Lennon
Emory Eye Care Patient passed
out; CR 4261 Female states there
is a German Shepherd in her
yard; Hwy. 69 Livestock in the
roadway; CR 4261 Caller states
there is a dog walking with its
owner and it is not on a leash; CR
3237 Medical assist 29-year-old
female had a seizure and fell and
hit her face; CR Hwy. 276 Male
in all black keeps walking by
caller’s driveway; Hwy. 69
Caller states there is a male
walking with his bicycle; Hwy.
69 and Hwy. 19 intersection
Two-vehicle accident, unknown
injuries; CR 1605 Caller states
he has a package missing and
another box has damage; Rabe
Rd. CPS would like a welfare
check done on a I-year-old
female; Quick Save Two-vehicle
accident, unknown injuries; E
Lennon Report of a dog on a
leash attached to the back of a
truck; FM 2795 Child in red
threw a rock at caller’s wind-
shield; CR 3370 Suspicious
vehicle; Sky Point Male says his
brother will not let him have his
mother; PR 7704 Female came
into the lobby with a note that
was left on her car in regard to a
minor’s welfare; Point Max-A-
Mart Medical assist Male thinks
he is having a heart attack; Point
Max-A-Mart Male states he saw
a weird interaction with a male
and female earlier, states she
looked about 17-year-old.

2-16: PR 5503 Point Max-A-
Mart 59-year-old female with
extreme back pain; FM 47
Medical assist male really sick
and just not looking right;
Meadow View Dr. Reckless
driver; Hwy. 69 Point PD Follow
up on a call from previous night;
CR 3330 Report of a missing son
who was last seen an hour ago
and takes several medications;
CR 1495 Female states her son is
in foster care and they may be
abusing him; South Ist St. near
Rabe Rd. Livestock in the
roadway; East Lennon Dr. Acci-
dent in front of Brookshire’s,

the ground, filling it with soil,
and adding more tires as the
plants grow. Both methods have
shown high yield potential, with
proper watering and fertilizer
management being critical fac-
tors.

Regardless of the method
chosen, consistent watering is
essential to avoid issues like
hollow centers or irregularly
shaped potatoes. Weekly water-
ing during warmer weather is
generally sufficient.

Growing potatoes in contain-
ers is ideal for those with lim-
ited space or smaller house-
holds. It’s a straightforward
method that requires minimal
space and effort.

The information herein is for
educational purposes only. Ref-
erences to commercial products
or trade names is made with the
understanding that no discrimi-
nation is intended or no
endorsement by the Texas
AgriLife Extension Service is
implied.

Extension programs serve
people of all ages regardless of
socioeconomic level, race, color,
sex, religion, disability or
national origin.

The Texas A&M University
System, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and the County
Commissioners Courts of Texas
Cooperating.
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Lending a helping hand

Leader photo by TREY HILL

Rains County deputy Keith Lewis lends a hand fighting a grass fire Tuesday afternoon, February
20. The fire, which was located on FM 515, appeared to begin by sparks created during the process of
removing a skeletal structure of a previously burned out building.

unknown injuries; CR Duffy St.
Deputy on a paper service; N
Texas St. Carrier’s personal
vehicle was hit some time the
night before; W Lennon Alarm
call; Steamboat Shores Male and
woman standing outside of
Steamboat and they tried to get
caller to stop; CR 3315 Medical
assist 96-year-old female throw-
ing up and has upper stomach
pain; Steamboat Shores Hopkins
Co. called and advised they
would be serving two warrants in
our county and asked for our
units to assist; Briggs Blvd.
18-month-old female was chok-
ing but caller was able to get it
out; Hwy. 69 and Hwy. 19
Female states her truck died and
people are just waiting behind
her, she is trying to wave them
around; FM 2946 Medical assist
90-year-old female fell and is
now bleeding from her head;
Club Ct. Dr. Possible rabid
raccoon; Point Max-A-Mart
Point PD Motorist assist; PR
5222 Caller states there is an
estate sale tomorrow where
someone will be selling guns;

Hwy. 276 Possible stranded boat;
Hwy. 19N headed to Emory
Caller states there is a gray
Bronco that keeps brake check-
ing an 18-wheeler.

2-17: FM 2795 Deputy out on
a paper service; CR 3330 Medi-
cal assist 83-year-old female fell
and hit her head two nights
before and today she is confused
and seeing things; PR 7330
Medical assist 72-year-old male
has fallen and is shaking and is
COVID positive; CR 1410
Suspicious vehicle; N 1st St.
Verbal disturbance between
mother and son; FM 275 Welfare
check on male; FM 2795 Male is
concerned that someone is going
to steal his wallet out of his
truck; FM 275 Caller states
someone is going fast down the
road and running over their dogs;
W Lennon Dr. Female states she
is being harassed; N Texas St.
Emory PD Motorist assist; Hwy.
276 Trailer on fire; E Lennon
Two-vehicle accident, unknown
injuries; Hwy. 69 Male states
someone hit his trailer; 3rd St.
Female is in the bathroom and

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
Federal judge appears skeptical
of new border law

A federal judge is expected
to rule quickly on the constitu-
tionality of a Texas law about
to go into effect that institutes
new state penalties for illegal
border cross-
ings. During a
hearing last
week, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge
David Ezra said
he had concerns
that other states
would follow
Texas’ lead in
creating their
own immigration laws — a
power given exclusively to the
federal government under the
U.S. Constitution.

The Austin American-States-
man reported the U.S. Justice
Department sued the state over
the law set to go into effect
next month. It would allow any
law enforcement official in the
state to arrest someone here
illegally, with mandatory sen-
tences of between six months
and 20 years.

An attorney with the Texas
attorney general’s office argued
the state’s immigration law
should be seen as necessary
because of increased illegal
immigration. Ezra questioned
the ramifications of Texas set-
ting a precedent for other states
to reject federal authority and
create their own immigration
laws.

“I will try to get my decision
out as quickly as I possibly
can,” he said, noting that how-
ever he rules, it will be
appealed.

GARY BORDERS

Texas Press Association

Paxton, Cornyn trade
barbs over aid bill

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn and
Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton escalated their feud last
week, after Cornyn backed a
$95 billion aid package to
Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan, The
Dallas Morning News reported.
Paxton on social media blasted
Cornyn, with the senator
responding that the embattled
attorney general should mind
his own business — specifically
his pending securities fraud
trial.

“Unbelievable that @John-
Cornyn would stay up all night
to defend other countries bor-
ders, but not America,” Paxton

posted on X, formerly Twitter.
Cornyn quickly responded.
“Ken, your criminal defense
lawyers are calling to suggest
you spend less time pushing
Russian propaganda and more
time defending longstanding
felony charges against you in
Houston, as well as ongoing
federal grand jury proceedings
in San Antonio that will proba-
bly result in further criminal
charges,” he wrote on X.

Painfully slow rollout of
broadband feared

Texas is due to receive $3.3
billion in federal funds for
expanding broadband internet,
but internet providers in rural
areas are worried the money
won’t be used efficiently to
improve high-speed connec-
tions for the 7 million residents
now lacking that resource.

The Texas Tribune reported a
relatively new state office is
trying to build a staff to oversee
the work, noting earlier federal
funding programs have seen
limited success because many
companies underestimated the
costs to install broadband in
sparsely populated areas.

“We want to make sure that
there’s a responsible allocation
of these dollars,” said Rusty
Moore, COO of Big Bend Tele-
phone Company in Alpine.
“We’ve been very vocal about
where the challenges are.”

The Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act signed by
President Joe Biden in 2021
provides $42.5 billion nation-
wide for broadband access and
aims to connect 2.5 million
households in Texas. Texas
received the largest portion of
the funds and created the
Broadband Development Office
to manage disbursement of its
share.

Democrats propose bill
to connect Texas to
national grids

Two Democratic members of
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives plan to introduce legisla-
tion that would require the
Electric Reliability Council of
Texas to connect to major elec-
tric grids outside of Texas, the
Houston Chronicle reported..
The measure, sponsored by

her boyfriend won’t let her out.

2-18: Hwy. 275 Broken down
trailer and truck and truck is out
of the roadway the trailer is not;
CR 1150 Female states there is a
30 ft. camper parked there that
she wants towed; N Texas St.
Accidental fire alarm; CR 4481
Welfare check; Hwy. 276 Wel-
fare check on 40-year-old male;
CR 3345 Medical assist 84-year-
old male is having trouble
moving; CR 2120 Caller states
their neighbor is outside revving
their engine; CR 4516 Cattle
keep coming on to male’s
property; S Texas St. Neighbor’s
aggressive dog is on caller’s
property; CR 3060 Deputy giv-
ing a courtesy transport; Canton
ER called and advised they have
a 10-year-old male that was
bitten by their family dog; Clark
Dr. Female states there are two
cars sitting in front of her house;
CR 3480 Medical assist female
fell and hit her head and is
bleeding; Hwy. 69 Point coming
to Emory Vehicle driving on the
wrong side of the road.

Rep. Greg Casar, D- Texas, and
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
D-N.Y., said Texans would save
money, avoid blackouts, and
help fight the climate crisis
since Texas leads the nation in
clean energy production.

“Over 10 million Texans
needlessly lost power, hundreds
of people died, and there were
these mass power outages that
we all knew could have been
avoided,” Casar said in a news
conference last week, referring
to the February 2021 winter
storm.

Nearly all of Texas is served
by the state’s stand-alone grid
system, except for parts of East
Texas, El Paso and the upper
Panhandle.

Nonmedical vaccine
exemptions at record levels

Vaccine exemptions for non-
medical reasons hit record lev-
els among Texas schoolchildren
last year, the Chronicle
reported, with 3.24 percent of
Texas kindergarteners receiving
an exemption “for reasons of
conscience,” according to the
Texas Department of State
Health Services. That’s almost
double the rate from 10 years
ago.

The exemptions are part of
the “post-pandemic momentum
behind anti-vaccine messag-
ing,” the story said. A number
of bills were filed during the
2023 legislative session to
restrict education regarding
vaccines and access to vac-
cines. House Bill 44 was signed
into law and took effect last
September. It threatens to with-
hold Medicaid funding for
physicians who refuse to offer
vaccine exemptions for
patients.

“I'm looking at the unin-
tended consequences that law-
makers aren’t necessarily think-
ing about because they want to
get their win and move on,”
said Rekha Lakshmanan, chief
strategy officer at The Immu-
nization Partnership. “But then,
all of us Texans are left holding
the bag.”

Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published a
number of community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year span, including
in Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacog-
doches and Cedar Park. Email: gborder-
s@texaspress.com.



Obituaries

Margaret Cagle
1965 - 2024

Margaret Cagle, 58, died on Febru-
ary 15, 2024. She was born on
November 30, 1965, in Terre Haute,
Indiana, to Robert Sabo and Beverly
Borden. She married Kenneth Cagle on
November 21, 1987, in Terre Haute,
Indiana. She was the manager of the
Senior Meals Program and leaves

behind a legacy of compassion and
selflessness.

She is survived by her husband; son,
Zachry Cagle; and mother-in-law,
Barbara Loughary.

She was preceded in death by her
parents; and brother, Robert Sabo, Jr.

Richard Campbell

1952 - 2024
Funeral services for Richard Camp- . church in Duncanville for many years.
bell, 71, were held on February 17, at I He moved to Point in 2020, built a
Pilgrims Rest #1, officiated by Pastors - home, and joined Pilgrim’s Rest #I
Keith Brister and David Hendricks. | | =% %= Baptist Church in Emory. He enjoyed

Interment followed in Hooker Ridge
Cemetery. Serving as pallbearers were
Jeff Johnson, Scott McLeroy, Larry
Parker, James Scully, Cesar Segura and
Mike Hoffmeyer. Honorary pallbearers
were Michael Adams and Ronnie
Turney.

Mr. Campbell died on February 13, 2024. He
was born on July 2, 1952, in Dallas, to Eli Melvin
Campbell and Virginia Lamb. He graduated from
Samuel High School in 1970. He married Pam
Franklin on March 2, 1991, in Point.

Mr. Campbell was a product sales manager at
Hensley Attachments and traveled extensively.
He was a Christian, and served as a deacon at his

=

spending time with his grandchildren,
working out in his shop, listening to
music, fishing, building things and
being outdoors.

He is survived by his wife of almost
33 years; daughter, Amanda Campbell;
son, Andrew Perry and wife Lauren of Waxa-
hachie; grandchildren, Wyatt Jason Campbell,
Parker Lee Campbell, Jordan Carter Perry and
Brooke Olivia Perry; brother, Tom Campbell and
wife Cathy of Desoto, Missouri; brother-in-law,
Donald Hall and wife Sandra of Waxahachie;
mother-in-law, Linda Jacks Franklin of Point; and
numerous relatives and friends.

Edna Renee (Nelson) Collier
1933 - 2024

Edna Renee (Nelson) Collier, 90,
died on Monday, February 20, 2024.
She was born on December 26, 1933, in
Point, to Thomas Jeff Nelson and
Maudy Ophelia Nelson. She graduated
from Point High School and Rutherford
Business College.

Throughout her life Mrs. Collier
participated in various hobbies and
interests including girls basketball in
high school, and Future Homemakers of America.
She attended Sunnyvale Baptist Church and was

part of the Daughters of the American
Revolution.

Mrs. Colliers is survived by her
daughter, Felicia Collier-Melton;
grandchildren, Andrew Michael Melton
(Rachel), and Sarah Alane Contreras
(Dan); great-grandchildren, Leiaha,
Levi, Addy and Thomas; and brother,
Thomas Wesley Nelson.

She was preceded in death by her
parents; husband, Farris “Glen” Collier; and
sisters, Daisy Keeton and Letha Mae.

Ronald Edward Mays
1944 - 2024

A memorial service for Ronald Edward Mays,
79, will be held on Saturday, February 24, at
10:00 a.m., at Eastridge Church of Christ, 670 N.
Stodghill Rd., Rockwall, TX 75087.

Mr. Mays died on January 19, 2024. He was
born on December 31, 1944, in Emory, to Edward
and Oleta Mays. He graduated from Rains High
School Class of 1963, where he played many
sports. He played football and baseball at Tarleton
State University and received his Masters degree
from Texas A&M Commerce. He was a proud
member of the United States Army and served in
Vietnam.

Mr. Mays married Pamela Peeples on August
26, 1967, and they were married 47 years before
her death in 2015. He was a coach and they made
several moves from Athens to Alpine, but ended
in Rockwall. He coached around the DFW area

and ended his career at Garland High School.

They loved to travel and spend time with their
grandchildren, attending any events they had. He
was active in his church and loved to play golf.

Mr. Mays is survived by his children, Shelley
Trinidad and husband John; Ashley Mays and
Matt Mays; grandchildren, Ryland and Cruz
Trinidad and Dayne and Deveraux Johnson;
sisters, Laverne Graham and Cornelia Bowles;
brother, Gary Mays; sister-in-law, Patricia
Adcock and husband Gayle; and many nieces,
nephews and extended family.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his
wife; daughter, Julie Amanda Mays; and brothers,
Lillard and Gregory Mays.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in
his name to the American Cancer Society or the
Wounded Warrior Project.

Pamela “Pam” Sue Tignor
1956-202%

With loved ones by her side, L
Pamela “Pam” (Terrell) Tignor
peacefully went home to be with
Jesus on February 16, 2024. Pam
lived loyally in community with
others and was guided by her strong
convictions. Her family honors her
as a woman of character and faith.

Pam’s journey began in 1956
when she was born to Kae Deal and
Norma Fay Terrell in Artesia, NM. Pam was
cherished by her siblings Jimmy, Norman,
Joe, Bonnie and Connie. Pam was raised in
Bethesda, AR and graduated Batesville High
School in 1974. Pam married the love of her
life and pride and joy Gene “Chainsaw”
Tignor on June 19, 1976.

Pam and Chainsaw lived a wonderful life
together where at any time you would hear
Chainsaw say, “That's my Girl!” when
referring to Pam. Pam ended her working
career at TI/Raytheon after 38 years of
dedicated service and was the recipient of the
Employee of the Year Award for her work
with “Improved Target Acquisition System”
in which she led her team.

Pam and Chainsaw worked in the Dallas
area and lived in Garland, Texas for many
years until retirement, where they built their
dream home in Emory, Texas to fulfill their
fishing dreams. Pam has always been the best
at everything whether it was her love of
bowling, passion for fishing or attending teas
at Scarborough Haven, she was simply the
“Pam Show” she conquered anything she
took on with her unbreakable spirit.

Among her fishing accomplishments Pam

fished a Pro-Am Bass Gal Tourna-
ment on Lake Ray Hubbard.
Fishing Guides would watch her
and take her advice on baits and
style. Pam recorded 3 bass over 10
Ibs. In addition to her love of sports
and passion of fishing, Pam also
loved birds and spent time counting
hawks.

Pam and Chainsaw were faithful
members of Clark’s Chapel in Flats, Texas.
Pam is preceded in death by her parents, Kae
and Norma; her mother-in-law, Jewell Tignor;
sister-in-law, Patricia Tignor; brothers-in-law,
Bill Veino, Glenn Tignor and Scott Tignor.

Pam is survived by her husband of 47
years, Gene “Chainsaw” Tignor; brothers,
Jimmy Terrell (Jeannie), Norman Terrell
(Paula), and Joe Terrell; sisters, Bonnie
Mamula (Peter), and Connie Nyitrai (Alan);
sisters-in-law, Iris Veino and Carol Reynolds
(Dwayne); brothers-in-law, Craig Tignor
(Tamera) and Robert Tignor; and numerous
nieces and nephews and a lifetime of friends.
A Memorial Service to honor the life of
Pamela Sue Tignor will be held on Saturday,
February 24,2024, 10:00 am - noon at Clarks
Chapel Church of God, 6345 FM-47, Flats,
Texas 75472. In lieu of flowers please donate
to t2t.org (Tunnels to Towers) Special
Dedication from sister-in-law, Iris Veino: No
more pain, no more sorrows. No more tears
for her tomorrows! Happy is her Home
Eternal! Mansion bright and joy Supernal. In
that land where streets are gold and runs the
Crystal River from the Throne.

Paid obituary

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22,2024 IR AINS Cuuntg ILcader

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY
Texans invade New Mexico for second time

by Bartee Haile

Lone Star Confederates beat
the daylights out of the Yankee
rearguard in the New Mexico
Territory on Feb. 21, 1862 and
took a giant step toward win-
ning the West
for Richmond.

Twenty-one
years after the
Santa Fe Expe-
dition ended in
death for a few
and dungeons
for many more,
Texans were
back in New
Mexico. This time their mission
was not to annex the land for
the Lone Star Republic but to
conquer it for the Confederacy.

Never one to sit still, Col.
John R. Baylor was not about
to spend the Civil War
patrolling the Rio Grande. Con-
fident the comparative handful
of northern soldiers stationed in
Arizona would turn tail at the
sight of a Rebel column, he
ordered his tiny command to
saddle up.

The unauthorized gamble
paid off big-time. Proclaiming
the Confederate Territory of
Arizona in August 1861, Baylor
appealed for reinforcements to
repel the inevitable counterat-
tack. After all, no one in his
right mind could expect him to
hold his ground with only 258
troops.

But that was exactly what
Baylor’s superiors ordered him
to do, at least until Brigadier
General Henry H. Sibley
launched his ambitious invasion
of New Mexico. Until then, the
Texans at Tucson were on their
own.

By the time Baylor heard
about the campaign, Sibley was
halfway to San Antonio on his
return from the Confederate
capital. The veteran of every
armed conflict for the past 30
years had sold President Jeffer-
son Davis on his bold plan to
give the South a fighting
chance.

Confederate strategists

BARTEE HAILE

Historical Columnist

already realized the northern
naval blockade would slowly
strangle Dixie. Banking on the
element of surprise and the
popularity of the secessionist
cause out West, Sibley pro-
posed the military annexation
of New Mexico, Arizona, Cali-
fornia and Mexico’s northern
states. Mesmerized by the
prospect of Pacific ports open
to southern ships, Davis per-
sonally instructed Sibley to pro-
ceed.

The recruitment of three cav-
alry regiments at San Antonio
was a snap. As would be the
case until the final months of
the war, there was no shortage
of Texans itching for the chance
to take a crack at the enemy.

As the 2,500-man brigade
prepared to depart El Paso in
January 1862, an officer let his
family in on the secret. “As
soon as the Confederate Army
should occupy the Territory of
New Mexico,” he wrote in a
letter home, “‘on to San Fran-
cisco’ will be the watchword.”

Sibley tried to skirt a fort
south of Albuquerque, but the
garrison foolishly refused to
look the other way. The Texans
routed the Unionists at the Bat-
tle of Valverde, seized the can-
non they carelessly left behind
and blasted the fleeing federals
with their own fieldpiece.

Albuquerque and the capital
of Santa Fe surrendered without
a shot. On the surface every-
thing seemed to be falling into
place for Sibley, but he fretted
over the failure to capture a
huge stockpile of provisions.
Stretching over a thousand
miles of Indian-infested desert,
the Texans’ supply line could
break at any moment.

Although he did not know it
at the time, Sibley had another
serious headache. On a forced
march through the snowbound
mountains, hundreds of crack
Colorado volunteers were rush-
ing to the rescue of their com-
rades. Assuming the passes
were closed until the spring
thaw, Sibley concentrated on

consolidating his easy con-
quest.

The Confederates paid
dearly for their commander’s
mistake, when the Coloradans
caught them napping. Sand-
wiched between two Yankee
contingents, the never-day-die
Texans fought hand-to-hand in
the waist-deep snow. Judged
strictly in terms of the number
killed and wounded, Glorieta
Pass was a bloody draw.

But the loss of their supply
train turned the battle into an
unmitigated disaster for the
Rebs. A stunned Sibley wres-
tled with the perplexing prob-
lem for two weeks before
finally facing the fact that not
even his invincible Texans
could keep on fighting without
rations or bullets.

Sibley could not bring him-
self to sound retreat until
alerted to the imminent arrival
of fresh federals from Kansas.
The crestfallen Confederates,
their ranks thinned by 700
casualties, pulled out of New
Mexico in May 1862.

Perched on a perilous limb
in the aftermath of Sibley’s
withdrawal, Baylor abandoned
Arizona. The West remained in
Union hands for the rest of the
war.

Although many survivors
favored a another invasion,
strengthened enemy defenses
ruled out the reckless idea.
Cooler heads prevailed in Rich-
mond, and the notion never
amounted to anything more
than empty bravado.

Sibley had hoped to live off
the same scorched earth that
scarcely supported the Navajo,
a colossal miscalculation that in
retrospect he sought to mini-
mize. Summing up the collapse
of the campaign that wrecked
his career, he bitterly observed,
“The Territory of New Mexico
is not worth a quarter of the
blood and treasure expended in
its conquest.”

Contact Bartee Haile at
barteehaile@gmail.com or by mail at
P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.

For the commandments are summed up in this one command:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

Romans 13:9-10

East Texas Area
Wide Singing

Point
Church of
Christ

Saturday, March 2" at 6:30 pm
Point Church of Christ
Point, Texas 75472

Come join us for some great
congregational singing with
Richard Kellam & Special Guest:
Acappella’s Rodney Britt

For the latest in local sports news subscribe to

Rains County Leader

Call 903-473-2653




ﬂ TRains Cuuntg Licader THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2024

Believer’s Baptist Church

Emory Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Matthew 28:19
Mack Tomlinson, pastor/elder at Providence
Chapel in Denton, who also has an itinerant
preaching ministry around the U.S. and various
areas around the world, brought a missions
message from Psalms and Matthew during
morning worship. The title was “Missions Me!
Missions You! Missions Now!” 1) Missions now
is God’s will for you as you proclaim, declare, and
say “Jesus is Lord of all.” 2) Missions will triumph
as the Gospel is heard throughout the world. 3)
Our/my availability and willingness — choose
today to make missions personal.
Next Sunday Jerod Haygood, BBC Student and

Family Pastor, will bring the morning message. A
special Great Commission Offering will be taken,
and the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated.

The Church Praying will meet Wednesday, Feb.
28, at 6:30 p.m. (after the 5:45 dinner.) Sign up for
the dinner at bbcemory.org.

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study, “God
Doesn’t Whisper” by Jim Osman, will resume
March 6.

Bible & Biscuits Men’s Bible Study of “The
Screwtape Letters” by C.S. Lewis meets Tuesday
at 6:30 a.m.

A young adult (18-30) Sunday School class will
begin March 3. Jason and Stacy Rolen will teach
“Living Out Loud.”

The Asking for a Friend podcast Episode #177
is titled “Why should I study church history, Pt 27”
The link is available at www.bbcemory.org.

Bright Star Baptist Church

By Glenda Galyean

“But he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper
tree: and he requested for himself that he might
die; and said, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take
away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.”
I Kings 19:4
Wednesday evening Pastor Andrew Grills
brought a very good message from I John

admonishing us to have “Love for the Brethren.”
What a wonderful service Sunday morning! We
were excited to welcome our visitors and our
members during our fellowship time. Our hearts
were blessed by young Ella playing the piano and
singing. It is so exciting to see our young people

using their talents to praise the Lord. Sharon
Draper played the piano and sang a beautiful song
before Bro. Andrew’s message from I Kings
continuing the messages from Elijah’s life “The
Prayer, Persecution, and Depression of Elijah.”

We have a Youth event scheduled for March 8.

Come join us as we worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. We are dedicated to following
the Lord’s will as we endeavor to be a help to those
in our community. Check out our Bright Star
Baptist Church Facebook page?

Jesus is coming back soon. Have YOU accepted
the precious free gift of salvation that Jesus died to
purchase for you? Are you ready to meet Him?

Enjoy your family, and have a safe week.

Country Baptist Church

By Donna Boughton

We had an amazing time in our services. This
was our all singing, praise and testimony service.
We began our services by singing a praise song,
then Joel Frazier dismissed us to our classes.

Donna Jones led our children’s class in a
continued study about Noah, the Ark, and the
rainbow.

Our adult class was taught by Joyce Hall, Janice
Burk, Kelsey Frazier, and Joel and Courtney
Frazier.

Worship services began with Joel again leading
us in song. We always open this special service
with two great songs that talk about making a
joyful noise and serving a Great God. The opening
was followed by congregational songs chosen by

our members. Special music was provided by
Pastor Mike Frazier, Joel and Lincoln Frazier,
Jameson Frazier, Kelsey and Avery Frazier, and
Benny Thompson. This special service ended by
our closing song that talks about us one day going
home. Donna Jones dismissed us and blessed our
meal that was waiting for us in the fellowship hall.

Food and fellowship time was very good. We all
seemed to linger just a little bit longer because the
fellowship was so sweet.

Continue to pray for our students, the teachers
and staff, our community, and all those that are
grieving the loss of their loved ones. Continue to
pray for our country, the fast approaching
elections, and that God would send revival all over
our land.

WEST OAKS

FUNErRAL HOME

e Pre-Planning
e Funerals

At West Oaks Funeral Home, the premier funeral home of Sulphur
Springs, our objective is to create a meaningful ceremony celebrating a life
lived and honoring the memory of your loved one.

903-885-0787 » www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

Additionally, if you have a pre-need with another funeral home, we will be glad to honor it 100%.

e Cremations
o Monuments

By Ronnie Witt

Even though it had turned cold again by Sunday
morning, the fellowship was warm at Emory
Baptist. Bro. Richard Pile’s sermon from Luke on
Sunday morning was titled “Jesus’ Absolute
Authority.” In it, Bro. Richard pointed to Jesus’
ministry in Capernaum, where He rebuked demons
and disease to show that He has authority to teach
and preach the kingdom of God. In the evening,
Emory Baptist youth hosted the Winter Banquet to
raise money for church camp. Students served
tables and cleaned up for all of the guests. The
Winter Banquet took the place of the evening
service.

Over the week, Emory Baptist was busy. The
Intentional Christian Grandparenting group met on
Monday evening in the fellowship hall. T.E.L. met

Tuesday at noon in the fellowship hall. Men’s &
Women’s reading groups met for the third time this
semester on Wednesday mornings to read through
the book, The Pursuit of God. Men meet at 6:30
a.m. in the fellowship hall and women meet at 9:30
a.m. in the Memorial Hall youth room. The Senior
Adult Ministry meets on Thursday at noon for
lunch and game day.

Looking ahead to the weekend, Family Fun
Night was rescheduled from last Saturday to this
Saturday, February 24, at 5:30 p.m., in the
fellowship hall. Bring something for the potluck
meal and join one of the games around the table.
Stop by for fellowship and fun. Then, on Sunday,
February 25, EBC will hold the February
members’ meeting during the evening service.

Emory Methodist Church

By Mary White

“But when you pray, go into your room, close
the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret,

will reward you.”
Matthew 6:6
Rev. David Banks’ message was titled “Prayer’s
Pathway: Teach Us to Pray” with scripture text
taken from Matthew 6. The heart of prayer is our
relationship with God. David emphasized the
power of prayer in our lives and the importance of
establishing a personal relationship with God
while engaging in prayer. On our journey of
discovering God’s call upon our lives and spiritual
growth we need humility and a willingness to
listen as we grow in our prayer life. Jesus taught
His disciples and us to pray the Lord’s Prayer and
that is our call during this Lent season to fast and

pray and draw closer to our Lord and Savior.

Our Ash Wednesday service was wonderful and
David placed the imposition of ashes with the sign
of the cross on our forehead. This is such a special
service and it’s a time to recommit ourselves to the
One who loves us.

Coming up this week Thursday, February 22, we
go to the nursing home at 10:00 a.m. and then our
40 day Prayer Circle will meet at 11:30 a.m. Our
Administrated Board will meet on Monday,
February 26, at 5:30 p.m.

The AA Meetings are held in the Fellowship
Hall every Tuesday and Thursday at 7:00 p.m. and
Saturday at 12:00 noon.

Pray for Gabriel Basham, Cay and Nolan House,
the Betty Ancheta family, and Sandra Bernight.

Have a great week.

SAVVY SENIOR

Do I need to file a tax return this year?

Dear Savvy Senior,

What are the IRS income tax
filing requirements for retirees
this tax season? I didn't file a
tax return the past two years
because my income was below
the filing thresh-
old, but I got a
part-time job
late last year, so
I’'m wondering if
I’'m required to
file this year.

Retired
Worker

Dear Retired,

Whether or
not you are required to file a
federal income tax return this
year will depend on how much
you earned last year (in 2023),
as well as the source of the
income, your age and filing sta-
tus.

Here’s a rundown of this tax
season’s IRS tax filing require-
ment thresholds.

For most people, this is pretty
straightforward. If your 2023
gross income — which includes
all taxable income, not counting
your Social Security benefits,
unless you are married and fil-
ing separately — was below the
threshold for your filing status
and age, you probably won’t
have to file. But if it’s over, you
will.

* Single: $13,850 ($15,700
if you’re 65 or older by Jan. I,
2023).

e Married filing jointly:
$27,700 ($29,200 if you or your
spouse is 65 or older; or
$30,700 if you’re both over 65).

¢ Married filing sepa-
rately: $5 at any age.

* Head of household:
$20,800 ($22,650 if 65 or
older).

JIM MILLER

Savvy Senior

* Qualifying surviving
spouse: $27,700 ($29,200 if 65
or older).

To get a detailed breakdown
on federal filing requirements,
along with information on tax-
able and nontaxable income,
call the IRS at 800-829-3676
and ask them to mail you a free
copy of the “1040 and 1040-SR
Instructions for Tax Year 2023,”
or you can see it online at IRS.
gov/publirs-pdflil040gi.pdf.

Check Here Too

Be aware that there are other
financial situations that can
require you to file a tax return,
even if your gross income falls
below the IRS filing require-
ments. For example, if you
earned more than $400 from
self-employment in 2023, owe
any taxes on an IRA, Health
Savings Account or an alterna-
tive minimum tax, or get pre-
mium tax credits because you,
your spouse or a dependent is
enrolled in a Health Insurance
Marketplace plan, you’ll need to
file.

You’ll also need to file if
you’re receiving Social Security
benefits, and one-half of your
benefits plus your other gross
income and any tax-exempt
interest exceeds $25,000, or
$32,000 if you’re married and
filing jointly.

To figure all this out, the IRS
offers an online tax tool that
asks a series of questions that
will help you determine if
you’re required to file, or if you
should file because you’re due a
refund. It takes less than 15
minutes to complete.

You can access this tool at
IRS .gov/Help/ITA — click on

“Do I Need to File a Tax
Return?” Or you can get assis-
tance over the phone by calling
the IRS helpline at 800-829-
1040.

Check Your State

Even if you’re not required to
file a federal tax return this year,
don’t assume that you’re also
excused from filing state income
taxes. The rules for your state
might be very different. Check
with your state tax agency
before concluding that you’re
entirely in the clear. For links to
state tax agencies see Taxadmin.
org/fta-members.

Tax Preparation Help

If you find that you do need
to file a tax return this year, you
can free file through the IRS at
IRS .gov/FreeFile if your 2023
adjusted gross income was
below $79,000.

Or, if you need some help,
contact the Tax Counseling for
the Elderly (or TCE) program.
Sponsored by the IRS, TCE pro-
vides free tax preparation and
counseling to middle and low-
income taxpayers, age 60 and
older. Call 800-906-9887 or
visit IRS treasury.gov/freetax-
prep to locate services near you.

You can also get tax prepara-
tion assistance through the
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
service. Call 888-227-7669 or
visit AARP.org/findtaxhelp for
more information. You don’t
have to be an AARP member to
use this service.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK
73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today

show and author of “The Savvy Senior”
book.

Chureh
MDirvectory

MIRACLE FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH
(Independent)

820 SH 276 * Emory
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service  10:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Youth ~ 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns I

%
1
Believers' /Q-_'z
Baptist Church

Dr. Jason Rolen — Pastor

www.bbcemory.org

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School ................. 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study
MorningWorship ........... 10:30 a.m. Student Ministry ...

Jerod Haygood — Student & Family Pastor
Duffey Henderson — Music & Media Minister

Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School................ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship........ 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship........... 6:00 p.m.
“Reaching Out Because We Care”

Pastor Keith Prather
www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

Point
Church of

Christ

Bible Classes

Worship Service
Evening Worship ~ 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service  7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

Sunday School 9:45 am.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night ~ 7:00 p.m.
nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south
of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 * 903-459-3219

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship

903-474-0027 6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys 515 & 779, 2-1/2 Miles

AR
MORY

@BAPTIST I

Sunday Wednesday

On The Square
A Corner Of North & Planters
Downtown Emory
903-473-3357
emorybaptist.org

Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor
Chris Henderson—Minister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education

. X Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Wed. Worship 6:30pm Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Small Groups 9:15am | (Adults, Youth, Children) Wed. Bible Study ~ 7:00 p.m.
Morning Worship ~ 10:30am Choir Practice 6:30pm Pastor: Bro. Andrew Grills
Evening Worship ~ 6:30 pm 903-638-1170

East of Emory ° 903-474-9463

ENM@RY

METHODIST CHURCH
We All Matter To God

Dr. David Banks
456 Texas St.
One Block from the Square
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Time 10:30 a.m.

2 miles west of Hwy 19N on FM 514
Sunday School .......... 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship ....... 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ......... 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce
903-259-1147 & 903-259-0348

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Rev. Michael Ledesma ”1""_{?;-
551 East FM 2795 % e
903-473-5116 "‘l&}
Visit stiohnemory.org for

Mass times.

From Brookshires, go east 1.2
miles. Turn right onto FM 2795

Everyone is welcome at

Bright Star
Baptist Church

P.O. Box 680, Alba, TX 75410
Two miles west of Alba on
FM 2795, 1-1/2 miles N. of US 69

903-473-2411 « EmoryMC.org
Freedom dj
Church of God

10830 FM 514

6 mi. N on Hwy. 19, east on 514

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening ~ 7:00 p.m.
Nursery ~ Children's Church

Come Worship With Us

Pastor David Hamm
Church 903-473-2457

We invite you to study God's
word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. * P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2658

Sunday Bible Classes
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship 4:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
emorychurchofchrist.org

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

FIRST
, BAPTIST
o Z = CHURCH

e e e ™ Point R TX

9:45 aam. ..cceveueee Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ..... Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. ... Evening Worship

6:00 p.m. ...Wednesday Service

903-598-3220




30 ACRES FOR SALE. 469-552-
1737.

Hay for Sale, 20 rolls. Fertilized
coastal, stored in barn. 903-447-
3129.

Good Samaritan’s Thrift/Clothes
store will be open Saturdays in
February from 8 am - noon.
Clothes sale is open Mon.-Wed., 8
am -12 pm, and 1 pm-4 pm. Open
8 am - noon on Thurs.

HOOTEN’S HARDWARE, LLC
Browse our wide selection of RV

Parts and Accessories. Hwy. 69N
in Emory. 903-473-8788.

Visit us online; www.
rainscountyleader.com

* FISH
DAY,

ITS TIME TO STOCK
YOUR POND!

Friday, March8

Canton 1:15 PM-2:00 PM
NE Texas Farmers Co-op
Emory 2:45 PM-3:30 PM
Potts Feed Store

Greenville 4:15 PM-5:00 PM
NE Texas Farmers Co-op

Saturday, March 16
Mineola 7:30 AM-8:15 AM
Big Country Farm Center

Quitman 8:45 AM-9:30 AM
Potts Feed Store

Sulphur Springs 10:15 AM-11:00 AM
NE Texas Farmers Co-op

FISHWAGON

To place an order, call

f

1-800-643-8439
www.fishwagon.com

G&wo

RAINS ISD NEEDS: Custodian/
Custodian Substitutes, Bus Drivers/
Substitutes, Food Service Employ-
ee/Substitutes, Child Development

Center Employee/Substitutes.
Salary based on experience. $320/
month of full-time employee health
coverage paid. Apply on-line at
https://www.rainsisd.org  Equal
Employment Opportunity.

RENT/LEASE

ALL BILLS PAID
EAGLE INN APARTMENTS

2-BR $927/mth. $1127 deposit.
Apply at eagleinnapartments.com.

For Rent 1133 CR 3232 Emory.
3BR/2BA $900/month & $900
deposit. NO PETS ALLOWED
INSIDE OR OUTSIDE. 903-473-
1404.

News?
Advertising?

Subscription?
Questions?

L[wd

RENT/LEASE

Small house for rent on Skyline Dr.
Recently redone. $850/mth, $500/
dep. All bills paid. 903-335-6782.

EMORY SELF STORAGE, Hwy.
69S, 410 E. Lennon. Now offering
climate-controlled units. 903-474-
9150, 903-348-5459.

MCKENZIE LAKE WORKS. Superior
quality waterfront solutions. Boat
docks, steel/metal bldgs. & more.
www.mckenzielake
works.com. 903-356-2300, 903-
269-6173. Est. 2001.

(Ldst

HOOTEN S HARDWARE, LLC

Has all your welding, welding repair
and lumber needs available on site.
Hwy. 69N in Emory. 903-473-
8788.

DODSON AND SONS Painting,
drywall, carpentry and more.
903-259-8541. For plumbing
needs call Scott Trieb 903-474-
4129.

DIRT & TRACTOR WORK

G&G GRAVEL — All types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, available for
spreading, free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett 903-268-
6910, Mark Garrett 903-348-
3872.

TONY JENNINGS DIRT WORK -
Will pump out and clean out pools,
fence rows, etc., with excavator/
trackhoe. Free estimates. Home
903-473-2508. Cell 903-530-
7014.

B Toby Boatman
HEE GARAG
HEE DOORS

Residential » Commercial
Sales ¢ Service ¢ Installation

Contact the 903-348-6170
_ 903-438-1970
Rains County
Leader at SUDOKU SOLUTION
903-473-2653 or: | [IIE1212181 141215
news@ra.insc()untyleaa’er.cnm i i l i & l g l g
‘ads@ra1n.sc'o,unryleader,w.m 9 7 8 6 4 2 3 5 1
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PARTs 4~ PLUS
A P —

595 W. Lennon Dr.
Emory, Texas 75440

903-473-2950
903-473-3657

Rains County Residents,
a new arrival’?!

Have

Announce yvour good news in the
Rains County Leader for FREE!

Emadl info and |I"||:J|| B sl Frdrne oan v

Inchude mamee, dote o

I ""'!'E”“" 5 DSlTEE:s

f binh, |H'|_..l]|| l.'u'i!J.gl [

MAILBOX+EXPRESS

314 W. Lennon * Emory
903-473-4449

UPS/FEDEX/USPS
WESTERN UNION

DRIVE-UP WINDOW

Quick-pay Bills
Copies - Faxing
Computer & Internet
workspace
Passport Photos
Mailboxes & Mail Forwarding
Moving Boxes & Supplies
Gift Wrapping

Open Mon.-Fri. 9 am to 5 pm

HlEF AT

Niliiuss I|:||5

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
REMEMBER GOOD THINGS

OFFICE : 903-473-5150

FIRM NO: 10194233

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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Visit www.cbtx.com for
this week’s solution

Tri-Star

Alternator, Starter, a/c, Brakes,
Alignments and Front-end repairs
We service foreign, domestic, industrial and marine.
You can’t beat our prices!!

Come by and see Phillip Anderson at
1063 Village Drive * Sulphur Springs * 903-885-9520

Over 20 Years’ Experience
4450 FM 515, Emory,, TX 75440

RICHARD SONGER SEPTIC

SAND, ROCK & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAYS
HOUSE PADS -

CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMS
AEROBIC SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Service Policies for All Aerobic Systems

—

LPD SYSTEMS

(903) 473-3899

Installer’s License 1 & License 2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22,2024 IR AINS Cuuntg ILcader

1:473-2653

visa|>>FZE8 CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
5:00 P.M. TUESDAY

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

HOOTEN'’S LAWN
& TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten

Lawn maintenance, sodding, land-
scaping, tree trimming & removal,
retaining walls, irrigation systems.
LI 0019094. 903-473-8706,
903-474-4402.

MARVIN’S LANDSCAPE & PROP-
ERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE -
fence row cleaning, affordable
pricing. Text or call 903-348-
4399.

SMITH’S LAWN CARE
landscaping, fencing, hedge trim-
ming, weekly/biweekly rates.
903-521-8506, free estimates.

Lake Fork Pond Mowing Excavator
mower & mulcher for ponds,
hillsides, ditches, waterfront. Call

APPLIANCE REPAIR

AVS APPLIANCE SERVICE -
Servicing most household appli-
ances. All work guaranteed. 903-
473-3664, 903-473-8862.

PEST CONTROL

ALL PRO PEST CONTROL. Termites,
roaches, spiders, ants, scorpions.
Call Robert 903-268-7263.

HOOTEN'S LAWN & TREE SER-
VICE, LLC. Tree trimming/removal.
Credit cards, insured. LIO019094.
903-473-8706, 903-474-4402.

LEGACY TREE SERVICE. www.
TheWilsonLegacy.com 903-455-
1587. Insured, credit cards,
appointments. We specialize in high

risk removals. Trimming, Removals,

or Text Jon 360-791-2994. Stumps.

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS BUYING
PROPERTY IN THE VICINITY OF THE
SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. urges any
prospective buyer to verify with the manager at
the office, located on FM 1567, east of Hwy. 19,
north of Emory, Tex., or south of Sulphur Springs,
Tex., whether or not water is available at the tract
of land in question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice of Zoning Change

Property address — 428 U.S. Highway 69,
Point, Texas.
Property description — R1-Residential
Proposed zoning change — Commercial-
Retail
City council meeting date — March 14, 2024
City Council meeting location and time —
320 N Locust St. Point, TX 75472
Point City Hall — 6:45 p.m.
Public comments are welcome.

A classified ad may not discriminate on the
basis of gender, age, marital status, religion
or race. Nor can it be used to slander.

el .
Gy b e New Construction
e Repairs
e Remodel
D vt Jonathan Christian
rvr3beer 903-513-0063

jonathanchristian76@gmail.com

Etcetera

HAPPEN WHEN YOU SHOP LOCAL

Auto * Home -

HILL

TRANSMISSION

Remember us for all your transmission needs:
Overhauls ¢ Clutches * Sealed Jobs ° Filter & Fluid Changes

Steven Hill
903.473.4184

hillinstexas.com

ads@ralnscountyleader com

Monthly Business
Directories:

* Health & Beauty
+ Construction

* Service & Repair
* Food

* Agticulture

* Efc.

(m bed

Health

Life -

L.ook Twice - Save A Life.

Motorcycles are everywhere!
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RAINS LADY CAT & WILDCAT BASKETBALL

Lady Cats advance to regional
tournament, Wildcats eliminated

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cats basket-
ball team makes it’s first trip to
the Region 2-3A tournament
after wins over Whitesboro and
Ponder, while the Wildcats were
eliminated from the playoffs by
Howe.

The Lady Cats jumped out
early and rolled past the Whites-
boro Lady Bearcats, 67-37, in
the area round of the Class 3A
playoffs on Friday, February 16.

Sophomore Caroline Piles led
the team with 13 points while
senior Haley Robertson and
senior Jasey Campbell contrib-
uted 11 points each in the win.

On Tuesday, February 20, the
Wildcats opened the Class 3A
playoffs against the Howe Bull-
dogs in Caddo Mills and were
eliminated from the playoffs,
56-52.

Senior Shawn Robertson
scored 18 points and junior
Franki Payne added 8 points.

On the same night over at
Heath High School in Rockwall,
the Lady Cats fell behind by as
much as 14 points to the Ponder
Lady Lions but battled back to
tie the game late in the fourth
quarter.

The Lady Cats called a
timeout with three seconds left
after a Lady Lion hit a three
point shot.

When play resumed, sopho-
more Presley Kilgore threw an
inbound pass to Campbell just
across the half-court line. Camp-
bell immediately tossed the ball
to Robertson and she hit a three
point shot to send the game to
overtime as the buzzer sounded.

In the overtime period, the
Lady Cats outscored the Lady
Lions and dribbled the clock out
for a 51-45 victory.

1 W S

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Rains Lady Cat Haley Robertson (1) puts a little touch on her shot
in the lane during the 67-37 playoff win over Whitesboro on Friday.

Robertson finished the night
with 18 points with Campbell
scoring 10.

The Rains Wildcats finish the
season at 18-13 and a second
place finish in District 12-3A at
8-4.

The Rains Lady Cats will
continue their historic run in the
Class 3A playoffs with their first
trip to the Region 2-3A tourna-
ment at Prosper High School in
Prosper on Friday and Saturday,

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS
Rains Wildcat Shawn Robertson (11) draws the foul on his drive to

the basket during the 56-52 lose to Howe on Tuesday, February 20.

The |
L.D. Kearney
Family

The L.D. Kearney Family would sincerely
like to thank all those who came to honor
"L.D." at the visitation and service. Our
beloved Husband, Father, Brother,
PawPaw and Friend will be greatly missed.
We would like to give special thanks to
Robert Cook for creating the Memorial
videos, Preacher Ed Ridge and Brother
Wayne Darty for officiating the service,
Family First Home Health and Hospice for
caring for L.D., Point Police Department
and Rains County Sheriff’s Department for
police escort, County Line Baptist Church
for hosting the service, Bartley Funeral
Home in Grand Saline and all those who
prayed and brought gifts of food, flowers,
cards and calls to the family. We greatly
appreciate all the kindness shown to the
family during this difficult time.

Sincerely with Love and Appreciation,

February 23-24.

They will open the single
elimination tournament against
the Tatum Lady Eagles on
Friday at 6:00 p.m. If they win
the game, they will play on
Saturday at 1:00 p.m.

RAINS LADY CAT SOFTBALL

Lady Cats off to hot start on diamond

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

With the umpire watching closely, Rains Lady Cat Emma Knight (14) catches the low pitch during
the 18-1 victory over Eustace during the tournament on Saturday, February 17.

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cats softball
team has allowed only two runs
in seven games as they start the
new season on the diamond.

They opened the 2024 cam-
paign with a 15-0 victory over
the Caddo Mills Lady Foxes on
February 13.

The Lady Cats hosted games
for a tournament co-hosted with
Sulphur Springs and Grand
Saline.

On Thursday, February 15,

Budget Bill plan

No one likes surprises — especially when it
affects your household budget.

With Farmers EC Budget Billing you can keep your bill

they beat the Anna Lady Coy-
otes, 3-0, and the Duncanville
Lady Panthers, 10-0.

The softball team notched a
15-0 victory over the Gilmer
Lady Buckeyes and a 3-0 over
the North Lamar Pantherettes on
Friday, February 16.

The Lady Cats allowed their
first run on the season as they
wrapped up the tournament by
beating the Eustace Lady Bull-
dogs, 18-1.

On Tuesday, February 20,
they traveled to Henderson and
walked away with a 2-1 victory

over the Lady Lions.

The Rains Lady Cats start the
season at 7-0 and ranked third in
Class 3A by the Texas Girls
Coaches Association (TGCA).

The Rains Lady Cats will
compete at the Mt. Pleasant
tournament on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, February 22-24.
They are scheduled to play
Pleasant Grove, Mineola,
Hooks, Sulphur Springs and Mt.
Pleasant.

They will travel to Bullard to
take on the Lady Panthers on
Tuesday, February 27.

consistent when the weather isn'’t. It’s a way o pl.an ahead

for the months with greater usage and average those costs

l:hmugh-nut the year.

Call Member Care today to sign up: 903 455 1715.

Farmers

Electric

Cooperative

YOU'RE IN POWER.




