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RAINS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

Court considers appointments, 
by-law amendment

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Commissioners held 
a regular meeting on Thursday, October 
14, to appoint the election administrator, 
amend tourism board by-laws and consider 
nominations for the Rains County Appraisal 
District.

During the meeting, the court was pre-
sented with the recommendation from the 
Election Commission to appoint Lisa Kneifl  

as election administrator for the upcoming 
election. The nomination was unanimously 
approved.

Commissioners were presented an amend-
ment to the by-laws of the tourism board that 
would allow the appointment of residents to 
the board who pay property or businesses 
taxes in the county. The amendment was 
approved unanimously.

A list of nominees for the board of the 

NOVEMBER 2 GENERAL ELECTION

Early voting underway for 
VATRE, city council seats

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

At press time, 126 residents of Rains 
County have cast a ballot in early voting for 
the November 2 general election.

Early voting continues each weekday until 
Friday, October 29, in the election offi ce 
of the Rains County Annex at 220 West 
Quitman St. in Emory.

Polls will be open for early voting from 
8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. each weekday. Extend-

ed hours for early voting will be on Tuesday, 
October 26, with the offi ce open from 7:00 
a.m.-7:00 p.m.

Residents in Rains County will go to 
the polls to decide on eight amendments 
to the State of Texas Constitution, a Voter 
Approved Tax Rate (VATRE) for Rains ISD, 
candidates to fi ll vacancies on Point City 
Council and Emory City Council, and a $45 
million bond for Lone Oak ISD.

A Day at the Fair
EMORY CITY COUNCIL

Allen named 
interim 
administrator

By LAUREN WITHROW-EDGAR
Rains County Leader contributor

City of Emory Director of Finance Angie 
Allen was appointed to serve as Interim City 
Administrator by Mayor Earl Hill III at the 
Tuesday, October 19, Emory City Council 
meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Blake Cooper, 
Councilwoman Jannie Stephens, and Coun-
cilman Travis Potts were all present; Coun-
cilman Emery Cathey was absent.

Mike Dunn, who has served 14 years as 
Emory City Administrator, resigned from 
his position but will remain as a consultant 
to the city until March 2022.

Announcing the appointment of Allen, 
Hill remarked, “[Allen] has taken all the 
classes, she’s certifi ed. She has been taking 
on some additional responsibilities ... I feel 
very confi dent in her abilities to take on 
these duties.” The appointment is effective 
immediately.

The city council unanimously approved 
the adoption of two ordinances during 
Tuesday’s meeting. Ordinance No. 5-2021 
defi nes “tall grass” as grass over 12 inches 
high and provides the city with the abil-
ity to assess penalties for repeated viola-
tion of tall grass height limits. Ordinance 
No. 4-2021 provides for a penalty to be 
assessed for continual violation of any city 
ordinances.

The council entered into executive ses-
sion to discuss real estate and personnel 
matters as allowed under Texas Govern-
ment Code 551.072 and 551.074 respec-

see COURT page 2 see EARLY VOTING page 2

see EMORY page 2

Courtesy photo

Friday, October 15, was Destination Day for the City of Emory at the State Fair of Texas. Representing Emory tourism were (left to right) Donna Raper, 
Kelli Sims, Angie Allen and Leah Drown. The group were stationed in the Texas Heritage Trail Regions booth located at the Food and Fiber Building.

EAST TAWAKONI

Council puts variance 
decision on hold

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The East Tawakoni City Council held off on a decision 
concerning a variance to a city ordinance on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 19, after it was determined that proper procedure had 
not been followed.

During the meeting, the council was presented with a 
building permit for an accessory building that was over the 
size limit allowed by city codes. The item was tabled from 
the September regular meeting to allow the owners to notify 
neighbors and get signature approvals for the building.

Code Enforcement Offi cer Jeff Swaggerty informed the 
council that the Texas Local Government Code states that 
the notice for the hearing to elicit public input on the vari-
ance must be published in the paper of record for the city. 
As that requirement had not been met, the council could not 

EMERGENCY SERVICE DISTRICT

Board presented 
budget adjustments, 
monthly reports

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains County Emergency Service District board 
met for a regular meeting on Monday, October 18, to 
consider fi nal fi scal year budget reports and hear monthly 
call reports from departments.

After monthly reports, the board was presented with 
the report of fi re department budgets versus actual affi da-
vit totals. Emory and East Tawakoni departments stayed 
under budget, while Point went over budget by $853.

According to the report, the overage was due to vehicle 
maintenance and bunker gear for the department. The 
board agreed to allow the next month’s reimbursement 
affi davit to be less the $853 to correct the overage.

SALE TAX ALLOCATIONS

October returns up 
for all entities

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The revenue from the sale of taxable goods in Rains 
County continues to keep the county and local cities ahead 
of totals from 2020 as the rest of the state of Texas saw an 
increase of 20.6 percent in allocations being returned to 
local taxing entities in October.

The allocations are part of the $906.6 million in local 
sales tax allocations being returned to cities, counties, 
transit systems and special purpose taxing districts by the 
offi ce of Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar from sales made 
in August by businesses that report tax monthly.

Rains County, with it’s half-cent additional tax on taxable 
sales, sees $77,093.18 being returned to the county, which 
is 18.15 percent more than October of 2020. The county’s 
Year-to-Date (YTD) increased to $708,386.61 and remains 

see ESD page 3 see SALES TAX page 3see EAST TAWAKONI page 3
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NEWS BRIEFS
Good Sam Clothes/ 
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good 
Samaritan Clothes Shop will 
be open Monday-Thursday in 
the building behind the public 
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory. 
Hours are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
closed noon-1:00 for lunch. 
Thrift sales will be Saturdays 
in October, except October 23 it 
will be closed. Funds go to buy 
food for the needy and to oper-
ate the center. The sale includes 
clothes for all ages and sizes. 
There is new stock every week. 

Master Gardener 
Event

The Wood Co. Master Garden-
ers will host educational seminars 
on Saturday, October 23 at 9:00 
a.m. at First Baptist Church in 
Winnsboro. The conference will 
include two speakers, vendors 
and snacks. The seminars will 
teach about greenhouses. 

National Night Out 
Tuesday, Oct. 26

The National Night Out in 
Rains County will be held on 
Tuesday, October 26, at Sandy 
Creek Park. Representatives from 
the Emory Police Department, 
Rains County Sheriff’s Office, 
Emory Fire Department and the 
Rains ISD Police Department 
will be on hand to meet the pub-
lic.

RYSA Basketball 
Signup

There are two sign-up dates 
remaining for 2022 RYSA Bas-
ketball: Monday, October 25, 
6:00-8:00 p.m. and Monday, 
November 1, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Sign-ups are at the RYSA base-
ball fields and for boys and girls 
in 1st-6th grades. Cost is $60 per 
player. 

Fall Festival At 
Emory Baptist 
Chuch

Emory Baptist Church will 
host a Fall Festival on Sunday, 
October 31, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
There will be games, activities, 
hot dogs and candy. Everyone is 
welcome at the completely free 
family event.

Rains Garden Club 
Hosts Seminar

The Rains Garden Club will 
host a seminar by renowned Dirt 
Doctor, Howard Garrett, on Sat-
urday, November 6, from 1:00-
3:00 p.m. at the Aurora Event 
Center at Scarbrough Havens 
in Emory. He will speak on 
“Organic Gardening and Saving 
Sick Trees” and the seminar will 
include a question and answer 
session. Tickets are $25 each, or 
$20 a person for groups of 10 or 
more. Proceeds benefit the Rains 
Garden Club. For tickets, visit 
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/

howard-garrett-speaking-ben 
or visit the Rains Garden Club 
Facebook page.

Women’s Service 
Club Thanksgiving 
Luncheon

The Women’s Service Club 
will be serving their traditional 
Thanksgiving Luncheon on Tues-
day, November 9, from 11:30 
a.m. − 1:30 p.m. at the Rose 
Community Center. Tickets will 
be sold in advance for $10 and 
may be purchased from Service 
Club members, at Country Flow-
ers and Gifts or at the door. A 
purchased ticket gives a chance 
to win a door prize. 

Rains County 
Angel Tree Time 

It is Rains County Angel Tree 
time again. The 2021 applica-
tions are located at each RISD 
campus and the Rains County 
Leader. The only requirement for 
participation in the Rains County 
Angel Tree is that the children 
must be full-time residents in 
Rains County. Applications must 
be received by Tuesday, Novem-
ber 9, no exceptions. Completed 
applications must be mailed to: 
Rains County Angel Tree, P.O. 
Box 1071, Emory, TX 75440. 
Questions should be directed 
to 903-268-2720. If you get 
voicemail, speak clearly, leave a 
detailed message and phone num-
ber so your call can be returned.

Rains County Appraisal Dis-
trict was brought before the 
court. One member of the board 
was not seeking re-appointment, 

and with no names readily avail-
able, commissioners tabled the 
item until the next meeting to 
find someone to serve.

The commissioners court 
accepted into the minutes the 
continuing education require-
ments for elected officials and 
approved the final plat for the 
Kidd Estates. 

Rains County Judge Linda 
Wallace was not present for the 
meeting as she was at training.

A special meeting of the 
Rains County Commissioners 
Court is scheduled for Friday, 
October 22, at 2:00 p.m. in the 
courtroom of the Rains County 
Courthouse.

The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, October 
28, at 10:00 a.m., in the Rains 
County Courthouse.

COURT
Continued from page 1

Dear Editor:
This is in response to the 

Letter to the Editor in the Oct. 
14 edition of the Leader from 
David Brummit.

Mr. Brummit stated “The 
County wants to spend $4 mil-
lion to build a travel center.”  
Correction: the proposed travel 
center is a private venture being 
developed and paid for by a 
private company, Chapter VIII 
Stream, LLC. The company has 
already purchased the site for the 
travel center.

The travel center will include 
a Whataburger fast-food restau-
rant, a convenience store, gaso-
line pumps and a few diesel 
pumps for trucks. The conve-
nience store and fuel service will 
operate under the name “Emory 
Local Shoppe.”

Robert M. Worley

Director
Emory Development

Corporation

Dear Editor:
Last week, someone was con-

cerned the entities requested a 
tax rate increase after incurring 
higher market values. As a local 
parent, I did my own due dili-
gence for this election.

The 2,563 percent seemed 
way off. He stated taxable value 
increased from 34,217,463 to 
911,930,444. Per the apprais-
al district, Rains ISD taxable 
2020 value was $624,016,949 
and 2021 taxable value is 
745,515,597 so an increase just 
over 19 percent.

The district benefits mini-
mally when market values go 
up. The state formulas work in 
such a way the state confirms 
what the district should receive 
and pays the net difference after 
property taxes. The state calls 
this Tier 1 funding.

The state also compresses the 

rates to offset some of the mar-
ket value increases. The VATRE 
enables the district to receive 
funding from a second formula 
the state offers called Tier 2 or 
“Enrichment Funding.” This for-
mula is calculated differently.

If locals are willing to pay 
7.72 cents more, the district 
receives the full direct benefit 
without the state reducing their 
payments. Most importantly, this 
second formula also creates a 
matching amount from the state 
which is roughly 80 percent. 
This means we can choose to 
let funds sit at the state level or 
choose to put them to use for our 
local schools.

We created a website www.
votersforrainsisd.org where 
any taxpayer can find a link to 
understand the net increase from 
2020 to 2021 on their personal 
account. We also have a Q&A on 
PROP A where anyone can ask 
questions privately.

Taxes increasing is a valid 
concern. We are passionate about 
helping voters be informed accu-
rately on Prop A. Locals can 
help locals by choosing to see 
this rate increase as an invest-
ment in our schools and bring 
back more state funds to use at 
Rains ISD. 

Karah Boyd
Emory, TX 75440

Dear Editor:
Well here we go again! Last 

year Rains ISD tried to get the 
infamous VATRE tax increase 
by the voters and we said no by 
an overwhelming 56 percent. So 
now they will raise the price and 
try again (RISD Proposition A).

According to the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Boards, the 
VATRE is required when the 
proposed tax increase exceeds 
legislative guidelines.

The RISD website and a 

recent display ad in this paper 
put so much spin on the facts it is 
a dizzying experience to read it.

They would have you believe 
that a tax increase is inevitable 
simply because the appraised 
value of your property has 
increased. That is not the case! 
Have they ever heard of lower-
ing the tax rate to offset the 
increased evaluation?

Each year we are told the 
“appraised” value of our prop-
erty increased by an outrageous 
amount therefore our property 
tax payments must increase by 
an equally outrageous amount.

They told us, in last week’s 
display ad, “Prior to this year, 
the state has matched pennies 
to the dollar”. However, last 
year in the October 13, 2020, 
Leader, we were told, “Passage 
of the VATRE will result in the 
state matching dollar for dollar”. 
Now, which is it? Do you feel 
the spin?

Last year we were told that 
we would only “pay an addi-
tional 8.3 cents per student per 
year.” This year it is 12.4 cents. 
Last year the average property 
owner would have paid an addi-
tional $142.05 in taxes per year 
due to the VATRE. This year it 
is $210.91. Wow, a 50 percent 
increase in just one year!

They assure us we will benefit 
from “matching” funds from the 
State of Texas. Well guess what, 
there is no free money. It is your 
money whether it goes through 
Austin or not.

I propose we have another 
opportunity to show our dissat-
isfaction with these never-end-
ing tax increases. Let’s send a 
clear message to those elected 
officials that it is time to show 
restraint.

Vote “against” this insanity 
which is RISD Proposition A.

Chuck Witt
Emory, TX

PUBLIC FORUM

Contested races in the county 
include seats on the Emory and 
Point City Councils. In Emory, 
Aaron Cichy and Lori Honeycutt 
are running to replace Howard 
Garrett as Place 3 on the Emory 
City Council.

Alan Messick, Becky Decker 
and Jerry Hampton are running 
for Place 2 on the Point City 
Council, while Robby Richard-
son, Mike Marotta and Staci Ely 
are vying for Place 4. In a spe-
cial election to fill the unexpired 
term of Point mayor, the candi-
dates are William Gaston and 
Stephen Cross.

On Tuesday, November 2, 
eight polling locations through-
out Rains County will be open 
from 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m for reg-
istered voters to cast a ballot in 
the general election.

Rains County residents will 
be able to cast a ballot by pre-
cinct at the following locations:
• Voting precinct 101 in the 

Rocky Point Community Cen-
ter at 2134 South Hwy. 19;

• Voting precinct 102 in the 
East Tawakoni Community 
Center at 288 Briggs Blvd. in 
East Tawakoni;

• Voting precinct 203 in the 
Bright Star Church Commu-
nity Center at 1399 RS CR 
3480;

• Voting precinct 204 in the 

Rose Community Center at 
109 Ravine St. in Emory;

• Voting precinct 305 in the 
Della Blanton Memorial Hall 
at 200 RS CR 4370;

• Voting precinct 306 in the 
Emory VFD Fire Station at 
1205 West Lennon St. in 
Emory;

• Voting precinct 407 in the 
Point Community Center at 
241 S. First St. in Point;

• Voting precinct 408 in the 
fellowship hall for the First 
Baptist Church of Point at 985 
Industrial Blvd. in Point.
Officials stated that the voting 

locations will follow the Center 
for Disease Control guidelines 
for social distancing. Poll work-
ers will wear masks, and voters 
are encouraged to wear a mask 
into the polling location, but are 
not required. 

Voting machines will be 
cleaned after every voter. Dis-
posable styluses and gloves will 
be available to cast a ballot and 
residents may bring their own 
stylus, if they wish.

All voters will need to pres-
ent one of seven approved forms 
of photo ID at the poll to cast a 
ballot in the November 2 gen-
eral election. The seven forms of 
approved photo ID are:
• Texas Drivers License issued 

by the Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS);

• Texas Election Identifica-
tion Certificate issued by the 
DPS;

• Texas Personal Identification 

Card issued by the DPS.
• Texas Handgun License 

issued by the DPS;
• United States Military Iden-

tification Card containing the 
person’s photograph;

• United States Citizenship 
Certificate containing the per-
son’s photograph;

• United States Passport.
If a voter does not possess 

one of the forms of acceptable 
photo identification listed above 
and the voter cannot reasonably 
obtain such identification, the 
voter may fill out a Reasonable 
Impediment Declaration form at 
the polling location.

Along with filling out the 
form, the voter must present an 
original or copy of one of the 
following supporting forms of 
identification:
• A government document that 

shows the voter’s name and an 
address, including the voter’s 
voter registration certificate;

• A current utility bill;
• A bank statement;
• A government check;
• A paycheck;
• A certified domestic birth cer-

tificate;
• A document confirming birth, 

admissible in a court of law 
which establishes the voter’s 
identity.
For more information about 

the general election, contact the 
Texas Secretary of State’s office 
at 1-800-252-8683 or visit the 
website, www.votetexas.gov.

For information about the 
local elections, contact the Elec-
tion Administrator at 903-473-
5000, ext. 109 or visit www.
co.rains.tx.us/page/rains.Elec-
tions.

EARLY VOTING
Continued from page 1

EDWARD JONES

Protect your financial information online
It’s convenient to connect with your invest-

ment accounts online – but you do have to watch 
out for identity thieves.

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission recommends several 
steps to protect your sensitive 
information. First, use strong 
passwords when you set up your 
accounts. You may also have 
the option of using passphrases, 
which consist of several words 
strung together. Try to avoid 
phrases widely used in entertain-
ment or media.

And if your investment company offers two-
step authentication, take advantage of it. By 
being asked to enter information such as the 

model of your first car, you’ll achieve another 
layer of security.

Also, avoid public computers to access your 
investment accounts. If you do have to use one, 
make sure to log out of your account and end 
your online session.

Finally, don’t click on links you may receive 
that claim to connect to your accounts. These 
links may be efforts by scammers to gain per-
sonal data.

By taking the proper precautions, you can 
enjoy the benefits of interacting with your 
accounts online – without exposing yourself to 
potential risks.

This content was provided by Edward Jones for use by 
Brandon Roberts, your Edward Jones financial advisor in 
Emory at 903-473-1592.

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones

Financial Advisor
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

Early voting begins on eight
proposed amendments

If history is an indicator, Texas voters will 
likely go to the polls on Nov. 2 in underwhelm-
ing numbers to decide the fate of eight proposed 
amendments to the state’s constitution. With no 

statewide races on the ballot, 
and a scattering of local elec-
tions for city council and school 
board, turnout typically is low. 
Nevertheless, early voting is 
now underway and continues 
until Oct. 29. 

The proposed amendments 
include allowing raffl es at rodeo 
events; allowing counties to 
issue bonds for transportation 
infrastructure; banning the state 

from prohibiting or limiting religious services 
(related to closures during the pandemic); eligi-
bility of candidates to run for judicial positions; 
and property tax exemption for bereaved families, 
among other measures. A fuller explanation of 
the proposed amendments can be found at the 
non-partisan BallotPedia site: https://tinyurl.
com/29andwew

More than $1 billion
in rental assistance

A federally funded rental assistance program 
administered through the Texas Department of 
Housing and Community Affairs has distributed 
more than $1 billion in rent and utility assistance 
to more than 174,000 Texas households − more 
than any other state. The pandemic relief measure 
has provided assistance in 95 percent of Texas 
counties and still has more than $900 million that 
can be distributed, according to TDHCA. 

“Crossing the $1 billion mark shows we were 
able to address a great and pressing need that is 
still present here in our state, but it’s important 
we continue to work vigorously to get help out as 
quickly as possible,” Bobby Wilkinson, TDHCA 
executive director, said.

Renters can apply for the program by calling 
1-833-9TX-RENT (1-833-989-7368) or online 
at TexasRentRelief.com. The call center is open 
Monday through Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. To qualify, households must be at or below 
80 percent of the area median income and meet 
other criteria. 

State dried up in September
The cooler and wetter conditions of early sum-

mer became a distant memory in September as 
much of the state experienced little rain, accord-
ing to Mark Wentzel, a hydrologist for the Texas 
Water Development Board.

“At the end of the month, drought conditions 
covered seven percent of the state, up six percent-
age points from the end of last month,” Wentzel 
wrote. 

September was the fi rst month since last 
March that was both warmer and drier for most 
of the state. Wentzel predicts dry conditions will 
continue for the next few months, leading to 

drought expanding to cover all but the eastern 
edge of Texas by the end of the year.

$36.4 million in border 
enforcement funding

Gov. Greg Abbott announced last week that his 
Public Safety Offi ce will award $36.4 million in 
funding for law enforcement and prosecution in 
connection with Operation Lone Star, the state’s 
border security effort. 

“Operation Lone Star is critical to our efforts 
to secure the border, and we will continue to 
invest in this operation in order to keep Texans 
safe,” Abbott said. “The grant funding provided 
through House Bill 9 ensures that our local part-
ners along the border have the resources and sup-
port they need to respond to the border crisis.”

The funds will go to a dozen counties along 
the Texas-Mexico border.

How to pick the right
Medicare plan

Medicare open enrollment is underway and 
continues through Dec. 7. The Texas Department 
of Insurance provides some advice for Texans 
enrolling for Medicare after turning 65 this year 
or for existing enrollees considering changes to 
their Medicare plans. Those include:

• Know the deadlines, which in general run 
three months before turning 65 to three months 
after. People with insurance through their 
employer can delay enrolling, but it’s best to 
check with the company’s benefi ts manager.

• Learn the different parts of Medicare and 
decide if you need a gap plan to supplement 
Medicare coverage.

• Calculate the costs and compare plans. More 
information can be found at medicare.gov.

New COVID-19 cases drop
slightly; deaths rise

The number of new COVID-19 cases in Texas 
reported in the past week dropped slightly to 
48,971, according to the Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins University, but new 
deaths jumped 34 percent to 1,949. The latest 
wave of serious cases appears to be slacking off 
from the highs reported in late August and Sep-
tember, with 5,376 COVID-19 patients in Texas 
hospitals as of Sunday. That’s a drop of nearly 
two-thirds from its late-summer peak, according 
to the Texas Department of State Health Services.

The number of Texans who are fully vaccinat-
ed ticked up to 15.2 million, according to DSHS, 
while more than 900,000 people have received 
an additional dose of the vaccine. The additional 
doses were fi rst authorized in mid-August.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas jour-
nalist. He published a number of community newspapers 
in Texas during a 30-year span, including in Longview, 
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

GARY BORDERS
Texas Press Association

legally take public comment or 
any action on the item.

Mayor Harold Chandler 
asked for clarifi cation concern-
ing the need for two meetings 
and Swaggerty clarifi ed by stat-
ing that “one is for public input 
to get comments from those 
people that are 200 feet around 
the property. Then after that, the 
second one is for you guys to 
vote on.”

Chandler determined the time-
line for the next possible date 
that the public hearing could be 

held and the date for a special 
meeting so that a decision could 
be made by the council.

The council unanimously 
approved a public hearing for 
Thursday, October 28, at 7:00 
p.m. to be published in the local 
newspaper with the special meet-
ing to take action on the vari-
ance scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 3.

In monthly reports, the repre-
sentative from the Spirit of East 
Tawakoni updated the council 
on upcoming events, including 

Trunk-or-Treat on October 31, a 
bake sale on November 23, the 
Christmas parade on December 
4 and a race across the bridge set 
for May 14, 2022.

All council members were 
present for the regular meeting.

The next meeting of the East 
Tawakoni City Council will be 
the public hearing on Thursday, 
October 28, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers of city hall.

A special meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, November 
3, at 7:00 p.m. at city hall.

The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Novem-
ber 16, at 7:00 p.m. in the coun-
cil chambers of city hall.

EAST TAWAKONI
Continued from page 1

tively. 
In other items, Emory City 

Council members:
• approved adopting Ordinance 

No. 3-2021 to update and 
replace the 2015 International 
Codes and adopt all of the 
2021 International Codes and 
the 2020 National Electric 

Code; Cooper and Stephens 
voted in favor of the approval, 
Potts voted against.

• unanimously approved the 
adoption of Ordinance No. 6-
2021 updates the zoning ordi-
nance to allow “Hud-Code 
manufactured homes to be 
placed on property zoned for 
manufactured housing.”

• tabled an agenda item to dis-
cuss and take action on pass-
ing Resolution No. R12-2021 
regarding the selection of 
engineering service providers 
to complete project imple-
mentation for the American 
Rescue Plan Act funding.
Tuesday’s meeting concluded 

shortly after 8:00 p.m. and the 
next meeting of the Emory City 
Council is scheduled for Tues-
day, November 16, at 7:00 p.m. 
at Emory City Hall.

EMORY
Continued from page 1

The representative from 
Hopkins County EMS was not 
present for the meeting, but Board 
President Ken Player informed 
the board that the district would 
be receiving the $120,000 settle-
ment again this year.

Player stated that he had met 
again with the director of the 
Emory Economic Development 
Corporation concerning the 
EMS station and the EDC was 
still open to the ESD purchasing 
the building and land.

In monthly activity reports 
for September, Hopkins County 
reported 186 requests for ser-
vice, with 111 transports and 68 

refusals. Response time on life 
threatening emergencies for city 
calls was on average 4 minutes, 
35 seconds, while county calls 
averaged 9 minutes, 27 seconds.

Of the 111 transported to a 
medical facility by EMS, 65 
went to Sulphur Springs, 26 
to Greenville, nine to Quinlan, 
seven to Quitman and four to 
other hospitals or air transport. 
The most common calls were 
for a person feeling sick, falls, 
motor vehicle accident, breath-
ing problems and chest pains.

Emory VFD responded to 59 
calls during the month of Sep-
tember. The department respond-

ed to 28 rescue and emergency 
medical services, 20 fi res, four 
good intent calls, three hazard-
ous conditions, two service calls 
and two false alarms or calls.

The East Tawakoni VFD went 
on 13 medical assist calls, six 
fi res, a motor vehicle accident 
and a water rescue for a total of 
21 requests for service in Sep-
tember.

In the month of September, 
the Point VFD was dispatched 
on 12 calls including seven fi res, 
four medical assists and a motor 
vehicle accident.

The next regular meeting of 
the Rains County ESD board is 
scheduled for Monday, Novem-
ber 15, at 6:30 p.m. in the Emory 
VFD Fire Station.

ESD
Continued from page 1

18.04 percent ahead of this time 
last year.

Municipalities in the county, 
which add an additional cent-
and-a-half tax to all taxable items 
sold, saw increases in allocations 
being returned as compared to 
October of 2020.

Emory is expected to receive 
$151,788.10 from the state in 
October, which is 19.83 percent 
above the total from 2020. The 
YTD total is still 24.73 percent 
ahead of this time last year at 
$1,417,007.10.

With $6,113.32 being 
returned to the city in October, 
East Tawakoni’s YTD payments 
remain below last year’s totals 
at $73,178.70. The YTD is 12.69 
percent below last year with the 
allocation for October being 
13.79 percent more than 2020.

The City of Point saw the 
smallest increase of the local cit-
ies from last year at 3.28 percent. 
The $11,939.86 being returned 
in October did increase the YTD 
payments to $131,969.24, a 
11.04-percent increase from this 
time last year.

The allocations to be returned 
to the local taxing entities from 
sales made during the month 
of September by businesses that 
report tax monthly, and sales 
made in July, August and Sep-
tember by quarterly fi lers, is 
scheduled to be announced dur-
ing the second week in Novem-
ber.

SALES TAX
Continued from page 1

OCTOBER ’21 SALES TAX STATISTICS
 County  Net pymt. Net pymt. pct. ’21 pymt. Net pymts. pct. chg.
 City Taxed this period prior year change to date prior year from ’20

Rains 0.5% $77,093.18 $65,244.83 18.15% $708,386.61 $600,101.90 18.04%
East Tawakoni 1.5 6,113.32 5,372.04 13.79 73,178.70 83,817.50 -12.69
Emory 1.5 151,788.10 126,666.06 19.83 1,417,007.10 1,135,973.36 24.73
Point 1.5 11,939.86 11,559.62 3.28 131,969.24 118,844.90 11.04

Hopkins 0.5% $241,515.66 $218,007.47 10.78% $2,442,470.64 $2,209,055.97 10.56%
Como 1.0 4,729.29 5,109.30 -7.43 56,950.21 53,983.64 5.49
Cumby 1.5 11,338.31 10,209.55 11.05 113,517.89 101,185.66 12.18
Sulphur Springs 1.5 610,693.76 552,852.79 10.46 6,324,732.95 5,725,289.54 10.47

Hunt 0.5% $557,518.33 $453,945.92 22.81% $5,405,972.23 $4,478,546.95 20.70%
Caddo Mills 1.5 50,522.28 63,064.06 -19.88 587,245.37 445,652.53 31.77
Campbell 1.5 9,400.41 7,697.17 22.12 85,741.74 60,514.74 41.68
Celeste 1.25 6,977.83 6,805.66 2.52 75,633.29 68,000.02 11.22
Commerce 1.5 176,661.18 143,731.81 22.91 1,615,806.41 1,394,505.45 15.86
Greenville 1.5 888,306.11 725,970.21 22.36 8,504,058.08 7,164,119.88 18.70
Hawk Cove 1.25 3,601.16 3,605.09 -0.10 35,708.22 29,941.26 19.26
Lone Oak 1.5 13,138.06 12,538.16 4.78 141,514.96 114,937.46 23.12
Neylandville 1.0 968.44 911.11 6.29 15,787.53 13,063.45 20.85
Quinlan 1.5 128,904.21 111,554.78 15.55 1,314,270.64 1,156,048.61 13.68
Union Valley 1.0 3,616.79 3,375.84 7.13 34,592.20 28,793.50 20.13
West Tawakoni 1.5 12,207.26 10,564.17 15.55 145,345.55 133,418.72 8.93
Wolfe City 1.5 12,661.26 13,563.39 -6.65 191,031.67 119,660.63 59.64

Van Zandt County does not collect sales tax
Canton 2.0 367,611.64 323,419.68 13.66 3,817,006.65 3,300,531.18 15.64
Edgewood 2.0 33,080.05 28,767.52 14.99 351,961.10 308,300.94 14.16
Edom 1.0 1,790.07 1,364.06 31.23 20,041.00 18,550.20 8.03
Fruitvale 2.0 7,379.12 3,971.20 85.81 45,510.30 36,577.96 24.42
Grand Saline 2.0 51,259.09 56,051.49 -8.54 612,049.15 520,954.79 17.48
Van 2.0 80,416.30 79,073.10 1.69 832,415.43 772,625.17 7.73
Wills Point 2.0 149,656.81 133,603.01 12.01 1,375,523.16 1,190,522.23 15.53

Wood 0.5% $206,736.68 $178,818.93 15.61% $2,126,687.87 $1,955,143.98 8.77%
Alba 1.5 17,597.38 17,584.67 0.07 218,926.73 193,905.08 12.90
Hawkins 1.5 32,988.79 25,252.61 30.63 360,702.04 279,412.50 29.09
Mineola 1.5 206,696.55 184,554.77 11.99 2,148,701.23 1,976,242.53 8.72
Quitman 1.5 83,268.50 66,197.78 25.78 743,852.89 716,493.33 3.81
Winnsboro 1.5 107,941.48 117,063.23 -7.79 1,244,835.96 1,144,461.83 8.77
Yantis 1.5 7,601.51 7,209.25 5.44 87,396.59 77,124.90 13.31

RAINS COUNTY

Commissioners Court agenda to 
meet in special session

The Rains County Commis-
sioners Court will hold a special  
meeting on Friday, October 22, 
at 2:00 p.m. in the Rains County 
Courthouse Courtroom. 

The items to be discussed,  
considered or upon which any 

formal action may be taken are 
as follows:

I. Open Forum
II. Items for Discussion and/

or Action
   A. Fill vacancies for elec-

tion judges

   B. Nominate person to 
serve on the board of directors 
for the Rains County Appraisal 
District

III. Administrative Court 
Activities and Comments

Display Ad Deadline is
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday

News?
Advertising?
Questions?

Contact the Rains County Leader at:
903-473-2653

news@rainscountyleader.com
ads@rainscountyleader.com

sports@rainscountyleader.com
subscription@rainscountyleader.com
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Book sale events
The Friends of Rains County Public Library 

held their semi-annual Book Sale last Friday 
and Saturday. Publicity Coordinator Marsha 

Rakestraw had labeled the sale 
as an “event,” and her prediction 
proved to be true.

The book-sorting team had 
warned that, because of the gen-
erous donations in recent weeks, 
some boxes might arrive at the 
City Centre unsorted. However, 
volunteers worked extra hours, 
and all inventory was broken 
down by fiction, non-fiction, 

children’s and religion when the Road and Bridge 
Crew delivered several loads to the Centre Tues-
day morning.

More volunteers made quick work of arrang-
ing tables, and unboxing and further sorting the 
contents into more specific categories. So much 
was accomplished so quickly that we knocked 
off at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday. We began again on 
Wednesday morning, completing the finer sorting 
and adding genre and pricing signs throughout the 
room. Shopping bags were set out, and the check-
out area was arranged. By shortly after noon, we 
were almost ready with only a few last-minute 
tweaks left for Thursday morning.

The sale was scheduled to open at 9:00 a.m. 
on Friday, but when I arrived a little after 8:00 
a.m., to open the doors, a customer was waiting 
in the parking lot. I invited him to come on in and 
browse with the caveat that he would have to wait 
until the cashier arrived to actually buy anything. 
By the time we officially opened, the Book Sale 
Event was in full swing as eight or 10 book lovers 
stacked books to take home. Customer traffic was 
brisk all day except for a mid-day slow down for 
lunch and naps.

One disappointment was the story-time events 
we had scheduled every hour throughout both 
days including Master Story Teller Richard Nash. 
Unfortunately, when the times came, there were 
often no children. Several readers had two or three 
listeners, but others went home without reading. 

On Saturday, however, another event brought 
traffic for our story times as well. Sadie’s Place 
Rescue and New Favorite Day Dog Rescue set up 
just outside the front doors. The rescue dogs in 
pens or on leashes were a natural draw for families 
with children. From time to time we would take a 
walk around asking children, with the permission 
of their parents, if they’d like to hear a story. Like 
a Pied Piper of Books, we’d lead a small entourage 
to our story corner. On the way, we’d grab one of 
our readers who was also working the sale and 
story time would happen. Next year instead of set-
ting the times and hoping the children come, we’ll 
have readers at the ready and gather the children 
when they show up.

I enjoyed the animals as much as the children. 
On one of my pet and scratch breaks, I had the op-

portunity to renew my acquaintance with Dobby, 
the stray who was visiting with Spike the last time 
we stayed with him. I’m not sure Dobby remem-
bered me, but he has calmed a lot and is loving 
and responsive to anyone who will pay attention 
to him.

My favorite story of the sale, though, involves 
comic books. We never know what we’ll find 
when we open boxes of donated books. In April 
we had two hardbound sets of Louis L’Amour 
books. This year it was two boxes of comics from 
the 1970s and 1980s. There were Superman and 
Star Trek comics among others, some in plastic 
sleeves and others loose. We had no idea if they 
were valuable or not and had no idea if anyone 
would be interested. And then Red and Lori Lewis 
came in.

David and I met Red when his son and daugh-
ter-in-law moved in next door to us, and we met 
Lori shortly after that when they began attending 
Believers’ Baptist. I had no idea he was a comic 
book fan, but he zeroed in on those two boxes as 
if a tracker beam drew him in. Lori finished her 
shopping, but he still picked through the books 
with excitement. He asked about individual pric-
ing and then box prices, and we finally offered 
him both boxes for $30. Keep in mind that we sell 
any leftover books to a used book store for around 
$1.50 per box, so this was a good deal for us. And 
it was a great deal for Red. The look on his face 
was like a kid at Christmas, and we talked about 
how much fun that sale was long after he left with 
his prize.

The Book Sale was a great event, but it took a 
lot of work. When it ended at 2:00 p.m., on Sat-
urday, we were all exhausted, and clean-up was a 
daunting task. I’d like to end this column by shar-
ing an email I sent to the Friends of the Library 
Saturday night:

Thank you to the large group of amazing vol-
unteers who showed up this afternoon to break 
down the FOL Book Sale Event and clean up the 
Emory City Centre. Preparations for the break 
down began shortly after 1:00 p.m., and by 2:45 
we had packed 111 boxes of books, wiped down 
and put away all the display tables, staged the 
leftover books and equipment to be picked up and 
delivered to various destinations, and cleaned the 
Centre. I was home with my feet up by shortly 
after 3:00 p.m.!

Thank you, also, to our amazing community 
that donated more books in 6 months than we had 
in the April sale and then purchased more books 
than were purchased at the previous sale. The FOL 
loves books, loves people who love books, and 
loves our Rains County Library. Thank you for 
helping us support it.

Let’s do it again in April!
Linda Brendle writes a weekly column for Believers’ 

Baptist Church. She is a published author and also writes 
about caregiving, faith, and family on her blog at http://
www.LifeAfterCaregiving.WordPress.com. You can e-mail 
her at LindaBrendle@yahoo.com.

LINDA BRENDLE
Leader Correspondent

RAINS GARDEN CLUB

The Dirt Doctor is coming
to Rains County

Nationally acclaimed Organic 
Gardening radio host and author 
Howard Garrett, the Dirt Doc-
tor, will be presenting a seminar 
on Saturday, November 6, from 
1:00-3:00 p.m. at the beautiful 
Aurora Event Center at Scar-
brough Haven. His topics will 
be Organic Gardening and Sick 
Trees after the Freeze. There will 
also be a question and answer 
session. It will be the perfect op-
portunity to get expert answers 
for landscape or garden ques-
tions.

Howard Garrett has extensive 
experience in landscape con-
tracting, greenhouse growing, 
golf course planning and main-
tenance and organic product de-
velopment. He has devoted his 
life to establishing a leadership 

role in the natural organic mar-
ketplace and provides advice on 
natural organic gardening, land-
scaping, pet health, pest control 
and natural living. His website 
DirtDoctor.com offers expert ad-
vice as well as popular products 
like Garrett Juice.

The event is being hosted 
by the Rains Garden Club and 
proceeds will benefit the Gar-
den Club for future community 
projects. Tickets are $25 each 
or $20 each for groups of 10 or 
more. There will be door prizes 
and light refreshments. You may 
purchase tickets at https://www.
eventcreate.com/e/howard-gar-
rett-speaking-ben 

The Aurora at Scarbrough 
Haven is located at 2769 CR 
3160, Emory, TX 75440. The 

historical Event Center is a con-
temporary structure built around 
a hand-hewn oak barn frame 
dated from 1853 and is rich 
with hand-crafted details such 
as shou sugi barn siding and 
hand bleached pecan floors. The 
building interior accommodates 
200 seated guests. 

Scarbrough Haven hosts 
weddings, meetings and annual 
events such as Emory Blooms in 
the spring when the azaleas are 
in bloom. Afternoon Teas are of-
fered three times a year and the 
Fall Tour at Scarbrough Haven is 
in November or December. 

Bring your friends and fellow 
gardeners to hear The Dirt Doc-
tor on November 6!

Contributed photo

The Rains High School Class of 1965 gathered on a beautiful day at Wayne Douglas’ lakeside home. 
The Rains Wildcats met for lunch and to reaffirm that lifetime friends are the best! Those attending were 
(l-r) Eddy Rabe, Harmon Ivie, Pat Peeples Adcock, Howard Walker, Sue Hamm Walker, Tommy Cooke, 
Doris Godwin Hailey, Gayle Adcock, Joanne Stuart Sloan, Brenda Williams Wright, Dennis Fleming, 
Lana Gilley Waters, Linda Hutchins Junker, Wayne Douglas, Beth Chism Rangel, Mary Ellen Davis 
Peacock and Wanda Eads Sancillo.

RHS Class of ’65

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

Watch out for blackmailers on
social network dating sites

Are you using a dating app? 
Think twice before sending re-
vealing photos or videos. Some 
con artists are taking a sinis-
ter approach to romance scams 
by blackmailing their victims. 
As romance scams become in-
creasingly complex in the digital 
era, criminals may demand pay-
ment to prevent compromising 
pictures or videos of a victim 
from being distributed online or 
sent directly to people the victim 
knows.

In April 2021, an Austin 
resident reported to BBB Scam 
Tracker they were contacted by 
an individual claiming to be a 
hacker who had accessed the 
victim’s webcam without their 
knowledge. To prevent the re-
corded video from being sent 
to the victim’s contacts and so-
cial media following, the scam-
mer demanded $1,000 through 
bitcoin transactions within 48 
hours.

This month, a Waco-area 
resident reported to BBB Scam 
Tracker they were contacted by 
someone on Facebook who ap-
peared to be interested in a ro-
mantic relationship and initiated 
a video call. After the call ended, 
the scammer told the victim that 
the video had been recorded and 
demanded payment through gift 
cards or mobile banking apps 
to prevent the video from being 
distributed online.

While these scams typically 
progress similarly to the expe-
rience of the Austin resident, 
BBB Scam Tracker has recently 
seen a national increase in re-
ports where the victim willingly 
provides compromising material 
to the con artist after meeting 
through a dating app or social 
networking site – falling directly 
into their con or scheme.

How the Scam Works
You meet someone you are in-

terested in on a dating app. The 
person sends you risqué photos 
of themselves and asks for the 
same in return.

If you send the images or 
videos, the scammer then be-
gins to blackmail you. Scam-
mers use your phone number 
or social media profile to look 
up the names of your friends, 
family members, and even your 
workmates or boss. Then, they 
threaten to send those pictures to 
your contacts.

According to one BBB Scam 
Tracker report, after a compro-
mising video call, a woman 
began “blackmailing me, [threat-
ening] to release the video foot-
age on social media and send it 
to my friends and family. [Then] 
a guy took over blackmailing. 
They were demanding a sum of 
$3,000.”

Scammers often ask for pay-
ment via gift card or wired funds 
– methods that can’t be traced 
to them and make it impossible 
for you to recover your funds. If 
you cooperate, you’ll lose your 
money, and there’s no guaran-
tee the scammers will delete 
the images and videos. In fact, 
scammers will likely continue 
contacting you, asking for more 
money periodically.

How to Avoid Dating 
App Scams

Never share your personal in-
formation with someone you just 
met. Don’t give your cell phone 
number, home address, email ad-
dress, or even your social media 
profile to a stranger. Wait until 
you know and trust a person, 
preferably when you’ve already 

met them in person.
Research your love interest. 

One telltale sign you’re dealing 
with a scammer is a stolen pro-
file picture. Do a reverse image 
search of the person’s profile 
picture to ensure it isn’t being 
used under a different name or 
on multiple profiles.

Think before you send pho-
tos or videos. Once you send a 
photo or video, you cannot get it 
back. Remember that even video 
calls can be recorded and use 
good judgment to protect your 
reputation. 

Don’t pay money to scam-
mers. Even if you pay them, you 
have no guarantee that scammers 
won’t use the photos or videos 
anyway. Plus, your money could 
be funding criminal activity.

For More
Information

Protect yourself by reading 
the BBB Tip: Romance Scams 
and visiting 10 steps to avoid 
scams. To learn more about the 
legitimacy of different dating 
apps, read the BBB Scam Alert 
on fake dating services.

If you’ve been the victim of 
an extortion scam, report it to 
the FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. 
Submit a report to BBB.org/
ScamTracker as well to boost 
community awareness and help 
others protect themselves.

ABOUT BBB: For more than 100 
years, the Better Business Bureau has 
been helping people find businesses, 
brands and charities they can trust. 
In 2020, people turned to BBB more 
than 220 million times for BBB Busi-
ness Profiles on 6.2 million businesses 
and Charity Reports on 11,000 chari-
ties, all available for free at BBB.org. 
There are local, independent BBBs 
across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico.
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RAINS WILDCATS
vs.

COMMERCE TIGERS
Friday Night • 7:30 p.m. • Memorial Stadium

Leader photos by CHUCK FITTS

Senior Wildcats fi ght off the Red Raiders on Friday night. From left to right, senior Audie McAree (1) pushes away the Winnsboro defender to get room to throw the ball, senior Gavin Oakes (22) 
looks for the hole in the Raiders defense and senior Weston Tubbs (32) fi ghts off the blocking attempt by the Winnsboro player to get to the ball carrier for a tackle.

“Your Hometown Newspaper”
Established June 10, 1887
www.RainsCountyLeader.com

CITY OF 
EMORY

Trey Hill, Mayor
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The Rains Co. Sheriff’s Of-
fice took the following reports 
of activity during the week of 
October 8-13:

Arrests
10-9: Dan 

Mark Chapman, 
Alba. Assault 
causing bodily 
injury, $3,000 
bond.

10-10: Jenni-
fer Gardenhire, 
Emory. Disor-
derly conduct, 
$200 fine.

10-12: Andy 
Javier Diaz, Garland. Possession 
of marijuana less than 2 oz., 
$4,000 bond.

10-13: Demone Timmons, 
Emory. Burglary of vehicle, 
$3,000 bond.

10-13: Robby Gerald Jones, 
Mount Vernon. Release of surety 
unlawful carrying of a weapon, 
$3,000 bond.

10-13: Matthew Charles 
Douglas, Winnsboro. Theft of 
service greater than or equal 
to $100 less than $750, $1,000 
bond.

10-13: Justin Lee Shackle-
ford, Lone Oak. Assault causing 
bodily injury, $3,000 bond.

There were 7 arrests for the 
week; 4 posted bonds and were 
released; 1 released after time 
served. As of Friday, October 
15, there were 2 females and 25 
males in custody.

Calls
10-8: Steamboat Shores Med-

ical assist, Hunt Co. Requested 
mutual aid on a fire in West 
Tawakoni, Point Ave. B Male 
cussing and making threats, Pub-
lic service Reference ex didn’t 

show up in Wills Point with 
the child, East Tawakoni (ET) 
Oak Leaf Tr. Possible domestic 
disturbance, Point south 1st St. 
Medical assist female with possi-
ble broken back, PR 7709 Neigh-
bor degrading other neighbor, 
CR 1603 and CR 1605 Several 
people pulled guns on couple 
in their car while on the county 
road, Axton’s Bass City Issues 
with a female and a camper 
being repossessed, CR 3335 Pos-
sible natural gas leak, CR 2182 
Burglar alarm, Lake Tawakoni 
Stranded boaters near Hwy. 276 
and FM 513, Emory Lake Fork 
Dr. Marina broken into on Oct. 
6, Rains ISD football field Phone 
left on the bleachers and then 
taken has tracking device on it 
and has been located.

10-9: 17-year-old female ran 
away from her dad’s home in 
Wood Co. referred to Wood Co., 
FM 515 Suspicious male near 
a residence, Hwy. 19 Carolina 
Carports burglar alarm, CR 1530 
Intoxicated male took kayak 
and went on the lake and can’t 
be found, CR 2570 Domestic 
disturbance between boyfriend 
and girlfriend, PR 7722 Medi-
cal assist 61-year-old female, ET 
Lake Shore Ln. Reference grand-
son and credit card abuse, Point 
Ave. C Possible large party with 
minors drinking, CR 1490 and 
CR 1495 Trespassers, CR 3345 
Lawn mower on fire, Emory 
Dairy Queen Older female ask-
ing for an officer, FM 515 Dollar 
General Meth bag found, FM 
2946 Possible trespasser, CR 
1219 Medical assist 61-year-old 
female with cancer, Public ser-
vice Reference possible sexual 
assault last week but unknown 
location, Point 3rd St. Neighbors 
blare loud music every week-

end, FM 2946 Harassment and 
threats from stepson, CR 3330 
Neighbors cutting down tree and 
throwing limbs onto complain-
ant’s property, Point Fire Depart-
ment Medical assist female with 
breathing issues, Emory Brook-
shire’s parking lot Hit and run, 
CR 2420 Medical assist female 
with breathing issues.

10-10: FM 2795 Couple on 
side of the road having a ver-
bal argument, ET Doc’s Burglar 
alarm, CR 2180 Female fighting, 
Hwy. 69S and FM 779 Medical 
assist male with chest pains and 
breathing issues, FM 515 Female 
walking on the road and may be 
on drugs, CR 3202 Neighbors 
clearing trees and trespassing, 
ET Old Mill Ln. Medical assist 
for 83-year-old male, CR 3330 
Grass fire, CR 3335 Suspicious 
vehicle in a driveway, Emory 
Eagle Inn Apts. Someone going 
around and knocking on doors, 
Point Locust St. Drug parapher-
nalia found, CR 1692 Reference 
child custody, Point Smith Cir. 
Car broken into, CR 1330 Medi-
cal assist 61-year-old with pos-
sible seizure, FM 2737 Welfare 
check on 7-year-old female, FM 
275 Medical assist male with 
COVID, PR 5450 Issues with 
neighbors dogs, Hwy. 69S Medi-
cal assist low oxygen level.

10-11: Emory Reno St. Medi-
cal assist 73-year-old female with 
pacemaker and it’s shocking her, 
PR 7709 Loud music complaint, 

CR 2300 Medical assist 80-year-
old male fell and hurt his ribs, PR 
5451 Issues between neighbors, 
ET Oak Leaf Tr. Female causing 
problems, PR 7707 Disturbance 
over property and trespassing, 
Sheriff’s Office (SO) lobby Ref-
erence daughter being assaulted, 
Hwy. 69S Black cow out, Emory 
Missouri St. Medical assist el-
derly female fell, Public ser-
vice Reference suicidal female, 
Emory Tawakoni Dr. Reference 
criminal trespass order, Hwy. 69 
and FM 2795N Reckless driver, 
Point Smith Cir. Possible infor-
mation where a stolen wallet is, 
Steamboat Shores Medical assist 
possible food poison, FM 514 
Medical assist 80-year-old male 
possible heart attack.

10-12: Point south 1st St. 
Medical assist female with hurt 
hand, CR 3060 Lady reported 
hearing a domestic disturbance 
at the neighbors, Hwy. 19S at 
CR 2120 Minor auto accident, 
FM 2795 Possible prowlers with 
flashlights, CR 1150 Items are 
blocking the road, Hwy. 276 
Male has broken a window and 
being irate, Emory east Lennon 
Dr. Burglar alarm, SO lobby 
Reference being threatened at 
Edgewood ball park, Hwy. 19N 
People walking around proper-
ty and looking in windows and 
vehicles, SO lobby Reference 
missing son who left on Sunday, 
FM 515 Female on side of the 
road with a vehicle and appears 

to be strung out, ET Littlefield 
Dr. Possible animal abuse, Point 
south 1st St. Medical assist 72-
year-old female fell and possibly 
broke her arm, ET Garrett Ave. 
Female said she was raped and 
locked in a shed the night before, 
CR 1399 Medical assist female’s 
leg hurts and can’t walk, Emory 
Hwy. 19 and FM 3274 Man 
lying by the stop sign, Point 3rd 
St. Medical assist for male with 
several issues.

10-13: Emory Dairy Queen 
Personal items found under a 
shed, FM 2324 near the tower 
Cow out, FM 2795E Female 
trespassing, Hogansville Bur-
glar alarm at First National Bank 
of East Texas, FM 275 Medi-
cal assist male passed out and 
has breathing issues, FM 2795 
Burglar alarm, Thousand Trails 
Wanted person located, Hwy. 
69N at David’s Tire Shop Suspi-
cious activity, Hwy. 276 Female 
reported being attacked by an-
other female and the female had 
a gun but had left on foot, Hwy. 
69N Medical assist for person 
who had heart surgery a while 
back is having issues, CR 1219 
Medical assist 62-year-old male 
passed out, Emory Ravine St. 
Reference suspicious activity 
caught on a game camera, CR 
3345 Medical assist female with 
messed up hand, FM 2795E Fe-
male walking in the middle of 
the road, CR 1413 Reference 
missing IRS check, CR 2110 

Medical assist for 79-year-old 
female with several issues, FM 
513 Medical assist 39-year-old 
male hit in the head by a falling 
door and head is bleeding badly 
call transferred to AMR in Hunt 
Co., CR 1475 Smoke coming 
from a camper, Emory Senior 
Suite Care & Rehab Medical as-
sist 80-year-old person fell and 
may have a broken hip, CR 2181 
Burglary suspect being held at 
gun point, SO lobby Reference 
property, FM 275 Reckless 18-
wheeler coming into Rains Co.

10-14: Emory laundromat 
Medical assist, FM 2795W Med-
ical assist, Point FM 514 and 
Hwy. 69 Welfare check on male 
stumbling around, FM 275 and 
FM 514 One-vehicle accident 
vehicle struck a tree, Public ser-
vice Reference people going on 
to property to get their belong-
ings, ET at Sky Point entrance 
older female in a vehicle and 
she does not know were she 
is and is freaking out, Emory 
Skyline Dr. Male walking down 
the street drinking a beer, Point 
Ave. D Female reported being 
threatened by another female, 
Emory Kansas St. Domestic 
disturbance between male and 
female, Hwy.19N Reference get-
ting a vehicle, Sky Point RV Park 
Medical assist, Emory Golden 
Chick Medical assist elderly fe-
male fell outside, SO lobby Ref-
erence residence damaged.

Sheriff’s Report

DAVID TRAYLOR
Rains County Sheriff

TEXAS FRESHWATER FISHERIES

Halloween at the hatchery returns
ATHENS – The East Texas 

family tradition continues Octo-
ber 28 when “Halloween at the 
Hatchery” returns to the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center 
(TFFC) after being cancelled in 
2020 due to the public health cri-
sis. The annual event provides a 
safe place to go trick-or-treating 
while raising money for three 
local beneficiaries, The Rainbow 
Room, East Texas Crisis Cen-
ter and the Athens High School 
Fishing Team.

The outdoor event will feature 
family-friendly games, photo 
opportunities, and activities 

Thursday, Oct. 28, from 6:00 
- 8:00 p.m. Local businesses and 
organizations will hand out free 
candy from booths positioned 
around TFFC’s recreational fish-
ing ponds and trails.

Admission for Halloween at 
the Hatchery is only $1 cash per 
person, and all proceeds will 
benefit the aforementioned local 
nonprofit organizations.

Trick-or-treaters can enter the 
event from three areas includ-
ing the Visitor Center entrance, 
the bus and trailer parking lot 
gate, and the overflow parking 
lot gate. The overflow parking 

lot is close to the Angler’s Pavil-
ion and is located on Peninsula 
Point Road.

On the day of the event, the 
TFFC will be open during nor-
mal business hours from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and will re-
open at 6:00 p.m. for this special 
event. No one will be admit-
ted between 4:30 p.m. and 6:00 
p.m., and no pets are allowed. 
Minors must be accompanied by 
an adult.

The Game Warden Museum 
is also located at the TFFC. In 
addition, the TFFC also facili-
tates the annual Fish Art Con-

test in Texas which is part of a 
conservation education program 
designed to spark the imagina-
tions of students while providing 
valuable lessons about fish and 
the importance of conserving 
Texas’ aquatic resources.

Current operating hours at the 
TFFC are Wednesday through 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
and on Sunday from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.

For additional information 
about the TFFC and to plan your 
visit, check out the TFFC web-
site and Facebook page.
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Bright Star Baptist Church

By Glenda Galyean
“And we beseech you, breth-

ren, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in 
the Lord, and admonish you …”

I Thessalonians 5:12
What a wonderful revival we 

had last week! We had a meal 
each evening before the service 
and our ladies and gentlemen did 
a fantastic job. The singing was 
great each evening, as well. We 
were blessed each evening with 
messages from the Lord through 
Bro. Kerry Nelson.

Our Sunday morning service 
was super. Joey Day sang the 
special before Bro. Jerry’s mes-
sage from Ephesians titled “Our 
Walk.”

As you know, October is Pas-
tor Appreciation month. Our 
evening service was dedicated to 
our pastor, Bro. Jerry Jackson, 
and his wonderful wife, Brigitte. 
Ashlen Day sang a very touch-
ing special dedicated to them. 
Bro. Andrew brought a wonder-
ful message from I Thessalo-
nians on “Man of God − How 

to Treat Your Pastor.” Of course, 
we had a fellowship following 
with a lot of good food, and then 
the Jacksons were presented a 
gift for their new home.

We are planning a Fall Festi-
val for Oct. 30.

Let’s make 2021 a year dedi-
cated to serving the Lord. Jesus 
is coming back soon. Are you 
ready to meet your maker?

Have a super blessed and safe 
week.

Emory Baptist Church

Emory United Methodist Church

By Mary White
I love the different seasons. 

Everything changes with each:  
winter, spring, summer and fall. 
Most folks don’t like change, but 
I do. It keeps you on your toes.

Rev. Banks continued his 
series on “Remember” with the 
title of his message “Remember 
Grace,” with scripture text  from 
Ephesians. David spoke about 

how in a car you have blind spots 
and also your vision has blind 
spots. In Matthew Jesus teaches 
about our blind spots in scripture 
and to not judge .

We will have our Holiday 
Bazaar and Fall Festival this Fri-
day and Saturday. There is more 
information about it in the news 
briefs. 

Sunday, October 24, at 5:00 

p.m., Emory UMC will have a 
Charge Conference on Zoom. 

Birthday wishes go to Sue 
Nichols, Larry Smith and Lea 
Weatherley.

Prayer requests are for How-
ard King, Margaret Cagle and 
Sandra Hicks.

Have a great week.

Calvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 11:00 a.m. Worship
   6:00 p.m. Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett
Hwys. 515 & 779, 2-1/2 Miles
East of Emory • 903-474-9463

Chapel Hill
Baptist Church

Bonanza Community
“The church with an open
door and an open heart”

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Church Service 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 5:00 p.m.
Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Billy Walker
EVERYONE WELCOME!

We invite you to study God’s 
Word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. • P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440

903-473-2658
Sunday Bible Classes             9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship   10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship    6:00  p.m.
Wed. Bible Study                 7:00 p.m.

Freedom
Church of God

10830 FM 514
6 mi. N on Hwy. 19, east on 514

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m.

Nursery ~ Children’s Church
Come Worship With Us

Pastor David Hamm
Church 903-473-2457

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south

of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 • 903-459-3219

Connect with God
         Connect with God’s Word
                   Connect with God’s People
                              Connect with God’s Plan

Bro. Zachary Tunnel , Pastor
Sundays
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School
10:30 a.m.  AM Worship
 Toddler Church
 Preschool Church
 Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. PM Worship On-line only

Wednesdays  6:30 p.m.
Prayer Service

Youth Bible Study
Kids Inside-out

9483 West FM 515 • Alba, TX 75410
903-473-9523 • www.lakeforkbaptist.org

SHADY GROVE
BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Night Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 p.m.

Pastor: Wayne Wolfe • 903-473-4590

19N @ RCR 3200 • EVERYONE WELCOME!

Everyone is welcome at

Bright Star
Baptist Church

P.O. Box 680, Alba, TX 75410
Two miles West of Alba on

FM 2795, 1-1/2 miles N. of US 69
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor: Bro. Jerry Jackson Jr.
 903-513-3120 • 903-569-7100

Pastor: Dr. Jason Rolen
Minister to students and families: Jerod Haygood
Hwy. 19 – 1 mile north of courthouse in Emory

903-474-0027 • www.bbcemory.org

Sunday
Sunday School  .................. 9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship  ............ 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday
AWANA  ............................6:00 p.m.
Student Ministry  ...............6:00 p.m.

Daugherty 
Baptist Church

2 miles west of Hwy. 19N on FM 514
 Sunday School  .........10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship  ......11:00 a.m.

 Evening Worship  ......6:00 p.m.
 Wed. night  ................7:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce
903-886-6522

Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Richard Kellam

www.pointchurchofchrist.org

First
Assembly
Of God

Services

Sunday School ........... 10:00 a.m.  

Morning Worship .......11:00 a.m.  

Sunday Evening ........... 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays  ................ 7:00 p.m.  
Phone: 903-473-2371

340 South Texas St. 

(Hwy. 19 South 2 blocks from traffic lights)
Pastor: Montie L. & Sandra J. Parker, Sr.

903-473-2653 to have your church ad placed in this directory

6345 FM 47, Point  •  903-456-7614

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday Evening  7:00 p.m.

Children’s and Youth Ministries available
Pastor Nathan Bounds • First Lady Jana Bounds

You’re invited to worship with us.

Clarks Chapel Church of God

 
 

 

SSunday  
Sunday Morning  
Small Groups          9:15am 
Morning Worship  10:30am 
Evening Worship    6:30 pm 

WWednesday  
Wed. Worship      6:30pm 
(Adults, Youth, Children) 
Choir Practice      6:30pm 

On The Square 
Corner Of North & Planters 

Downtown Emory 
903-473-3357 

emorybaptist.org 

Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor 
Chris Henderson—Minister of Music & Sr. Adults 

Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education 

By Ronnie Witt
Bro. Richard was back Sun-

day morning for session five 
of the “Every Believer a Wit-
ness” series. The sermon was 
titled, “Developing Know-How 
Part 3.” Members were encour-
aged to hone their testimony to 
be shared in two minutes, focus-
ing especially on the message of 
the Gospel.

In the evening, Bro. Rich-
ard’s message from Obadiah was 
titled, “The Judgment of Edom 
and the Victory of Israel.” After 
the sermon, EBC held the Octo-
ber members’ meeting.

TEL met on Tuesday in the 
fellowship hall. The word for 
the month was “laugh.” TEL has 
changed the meeting time from 
noon to 1:00 p.m. Additionally, 
TEL will no longer include a 
meal.

On Sunday, Oct. 24, EBC will 
attend the HBA Family Gath-
ering at FBC Greenville. Bro. 
Richard will take a van from 
EBC at 4:45 p.m. on Sunday eve-
ning. The van will return about 
8:15 p.m. Anyone who would 
like to attend this family gath-
ering is welcome to ride in the 
van. There will be regular eve-

ning services at the church that 
night. All children’s and youth 
activities will continue as sched-
uled. Bro. Jason Moczygemba 
will share a message on Sunday 
night in the evening worship 
service.

Threads of Service will meet 
on Tuesday, Oct. 26, from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The Senior 
Adult Ministry Game Day will 
be Thursday, Oct. 28, at 12:00 
p.m. in the fellowship hall.

EBC will host the Fall Fes-
tival on October 31, from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the north 
parking lot.

Send church news to the Rains County Leader at: news@rainscountyleader.com

By Donna Boughton
Sunday found our congrega-

tion ready to enjoy an all-sing-
ing, praise and testimony service 
followed by a bountiful lunch in 
the fellowship hall.

Pastor Mike Frazier opened 
the Sunday school hour by lead-
ing a song and dismissing us 
to our class. The lesson, titled  
“Courageous Faith,” focused on 
the need for courageous, sustain-
ing faith.

Our all-singing, praise service 
began with Pastor Mike lead-
ing two songs we always begin 

with. Congregational songs were 
chosen by several members of 
the church. Special music was 
provided by Pastor Mike, Kelsey 
Frazier and a trio of Benny, 
Robin and Ainsley Thompson. 
Benny acknowledged his and 
the church’s appreciation to our 
pastor in recognition of Pastor 
Appreciation month. During the 
service, we took time to bring 
special prayer requests before 
the Lord. We also shared sev-
eral praises for everything the 
Lord had done for us through the 
week. We concluded the special 

service, as we always do, with a 
song reminding us that it won’t 
be long before we are going 
home to stay.

Lunch was truly delicious 
and, as usual, we had way too 
much food. It was an awesome 
day. 

Continue to pray for our com-
munity, our country and all those 
who are dealing with loss. So 
much sickness, death and chang-
es are taking place faster than we 
know how to deal with them. So 
pray to the one who does know 
how to deal with them.

Believers’ Baptist Church

Country Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
“Whoever is slow to anger is 

better than the mighty, and he 
who rules his spirit than he who 
takes a city.” 

Proverbs 16:32
Pastor Jason continued the 

“What Do the Wise Do?” series 
from Proverbs with a message 
titled “They Avoid Anger.” After 
leading the congregation through 
a number of scriptures that 
define the difference between 
sinful anger and good anger, he 

said that Jesus satisfied the anger 
of God toward sinners. At the 
end of the service, we welcomed 
three couples for membership: 
Robert and Fawncyne Worley, 
Lori and Red Lewis, and Gene 
and Jackie Watson.

Following morning worship, 
we enjoyed the BBC Annual 
Chili Cookoff. The Judges’ Prize 
was awarded to Joanie Petit, and 
the People’s Choice Prize went 
to Aaron Marshall and Ron Har-
well.

Cole Middleton led the Sun-
day Night Bible Study as we 
continued to look at Philippians.

The Women’s Spiritual Foun-
dation Class meets Wednes-
day nights at 6:00 p.m. to study 
Chapter 4 of Everyone’s a Theo-
logian.

Episode 94 on the Asking for 
a Friend podcast is “Why Did 
Jesus Speak in Parables?” The 
link to the podcast can be found 
at www.bbcemory.org. 
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Obituaries

Jim Hays
1950 – 2021

Jim Hays, 70, of Emory, died on 
October 14, 2021, at Christus Mother 
Frances in Sulphur Springs. No services 
will be held.

Mr. Hays was born on November 6, 
1950, in Dallas, to Doug and Edwina 
Hays. He married Sharon Bush on Sep-
tember 28, 2019. He worked as an artist 
in graphics. His passion was fishing.

He is survived by his wife; sons, 
Tony Hays and Nick Hays; stepson, Tan-

ner Bush; sister, Ginger Potter; and 
brothers, Coke Hays and Ronnie Hays.

Mr. Hays was preceded in death by 
his parents; and sister, Janis Hays.

Donations in his name may be made 
to the Rains High School fishing team.

Arrangements were under the direc-
tion of Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home. 
An online guestbook is available at 
www.wilsonorwoskyfuneralhome.com.

Jeff Davis
1964 – 2021

Funeral services for Jeff Davis, 57, of 
Point, will be held on Saturday, October 
23, at 2:00 p.m. at Emory Assembly of 
God. Bro. Parker and Karl Kraemer will 
officiate. 

Pallbearers will be Eric Jones, J.D. 
Privett, Nathan Diller, Paul Ratliff, 
Thomas Smith and Tom Ashley.

Mr. Davis died on October 14, 2021, 
at Dallas Presbyterian Hospital. He was 
born on May 4, 1964, to Leo Elmer Davis 
and Valeen Pauline Kraemer in Victoria and was 
raised in Houston. He earned a BS in Mechani-
cal Engineering and was employed at Siemens 
Energy. He married Kim Davis on June 5, 1999, 
at Assembly of God Church in Emory.

He is survived by his wife; son, Scott Davis; 
daughter, Stormye Diller and husband Nathan; 

mother, Valeen Pauline; grandchildren, 
Cameron Davis, Owen Davis, Kees-
on Davis, Emmett Diller and Teagan 
Diller; and many other loved ones and 
friends.

Mr. Davis was preceded in death by 
his father; brother, Leon Davis; sister, 
Barbara Wheeler; and daughter, Nata-
lie Davis. 

In lieu of flowers the family request 
donations be made to The Shriner’s Chil-

dren Hospital.
Arrangements are under the direction of Wil-

son-Orwosky Funeral Home.  An online guest-
book is available at www.wilsonorwoskyfuneral-
home.com.

Visitation will be held one hour prior to the 
service.

Curtis Oliver Mooring
1942 – 2021

A celebration of life for Curtis Oliver 
Mooring, 79, of Tyler, was held on Sep-
tember 11 at Grace Community Church 
in Tyler.

Mr. Mooring died on August 31, 
2021. He was born on January 14, 
1942, in Dallas, to Roy and Winifred 
Mooring. He attended Emory schools 
for grades 1-12 and graduated from 
Emory High School. He married Bren-
da Ann Boyett in 1968 and they were 
sweethearts for 53 years.

Mr. Mooring served honorably in the Unit-
ed States Air Force for four years in Germany. 
He enjoyed woodworking and made countless 
items for others out of old pieces of wood or tree 
branches. He loved automobiles and had a col-
lection of model cars. He loved music and had 

an extensive vinyl collection. He had a 
playful heart and quirky spirit and liked 
making people happy.

Mr. Mooring is survived by daughter, 
Amy LeAnna; grandchildren, Patrick 
and twins Scarlet and Sophia; sister, 
Lois Osborn and husband Jim; broth-
er, Tommy Mooring and wife Tonna; 
brother-in-law, Ronnie Boyett and wife 
Susan; sister-in-law, Connie Shrum and 
husband Jack; and many nieces, neph-

ews and countless friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; and 

half sister, Betty Stanley.
Donations may be made in his name to Grace 

Community Church (OJ Campus) or the East Tex-
as Food Bank.

Leader obituaries are available online at 
www.RainsCountyLeader.com

John Gordon Adair
1947 – 2021

A memorial service for John Gordon 
Adair, 74, will be held at a later date.

Mr. Adair died peacefully on Octo-
ber 19, 2021, after a lengthy illness. He 
was born on March 16, 1947, in Lagos, 
Nigeria, to J.B. and Desser Adair, who 
were serving in Africa as Baptist Mis-
sionaries at the time. He returned with 
his parents and brother, James Kenneth 
(Ken), on April 19, 1948. He grew up 
in and around Waco, graduating from 

Waco High School in 1965. He taught 
at various schools, ending up at Lone 
Oak ISD.

Mr. Adair was preceded in death by 
his parents; and his brother, Ken, in 
2014. 

Arrangements were under the direc-
tion of Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home. 
An online guestbook is available at 
www.wilsonorwoskyfuneralhome.com.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY

Nothing went right on
Mud Fort Mission

A small detachment of Lone Star rebels rode 
out of Goliad on Oct. 25, 1835, with orders to 
attack the government garrison at Fort Lipantit-
lan.

As conceived by Capt. Philip Dimitt during 
the early days of the Texas 
Revolution, the Lipantitlan 
Expedition had two objectives: 
the rescue of a pair of rebel 
prisoners and the destruction of 
the strategic fortification on the 
Nueces River. And by “destruc-
tion” Dimitt made it clear to 
Ira Westover that he meant the 
death or capture of each and 
every defender.

The perfunctory nod from 
the Massachusetts-born merchant indicated 
acknowledgment instead of agreement with the 
instructions. Dimitt might be a frontier barbar-
ian with no respect for human life, but Westover 
refused on principle to shed any more blood than 
absolutely necessary.

While James Power, the Irish empressario, 
completed a preliminary reconnaissance, Westo-
ver rounded up the horses and supplies gener-
ously donated by the residents of Goliad and 
Victoria. Leaving under the cover of darkness to 
avoid detection by enemy spies, the 35-man col-
umn slipped out of Goliad and slowly wound its 
way west.

Picking up reinforcements along the way, 
Westover had 60 combatants at his side on the 
night of Nov. 4, 1835, when the mud fort on the 
Nueces came into view. In the hope that the size 
of his force would convince the garrison to give 
up without a fight, he asked for a volunteer to 
parley with the Mexicans.

After lengthy negotiations that lasted almost 
until midnight, the emissary returned to report 
that the prisoners were no longer on the prem-
ises. They had been transferred to the interior to 
thwart any rescue attempt.

As for the enemy, only a small fraction of the 
full complement of a hundred troops was pres-
ent. Acutely aware they were outnumbered nearly 
three to one, the 22 surrounded soldiers were 
more than willing to surrender.

However, as a condition of their capitulation, 
the Mexicans insisted upon parole rather than 
confinement as prisoners-of-war for the remain-
der of the Revolution. According to that curious 
19th-century custom, they would be given their 
freedom in exchange for their weapons and their 
solemn promise not to take up arms again during 
the current conflict.

Over the strenuous objections of several sub-
ordinates, who argued loud and long that their 
orders excluded any such boneheaded compro-

mise, Westover cut the dubious deal. Total victory 
without firing a shot was, to his way of thinking, 
well worth risking Dimitt’s wrath.

Moments later, the smiling Mexicans stacked 
their guns and exited the mud fort. While Westo-
ver traded salutes with his counterpart, there was 
grumbling in the rebel ranks. If the tables were 
turned, the Texans asked each other, could they 
count on the enemy to be so accommodating?

After spending the night in the vacated fort, 
the Lipantitlan Expedition left the next morning 
for Goliad. Lying in wait at the nearby Nueces 
was the bulk of the government garrison, 80 or so 
soldiers itching to avenge the loss of their home 
base.

The Texans waded into the river oblivious to 
the danger. When their unsuspecting quarry was 
waist-deep in the murky water, the enemy sprang 
the trap.

Even though they had the numbers as well as 
the element of surprise, the Mexicans still took 
a licking. The brave insurgents fought their way 
to shore and inflicted heavy casualties on the 
ambushers.

The half-hour skirmish ended with the hasty 
retreat of the government guardians. Twenty-
eight were dead or disabled, while the lone 
wound suffered by a Texan was a finger neatly 
snipped off by a stray bullet.

Westover’s men pleaded for permission to 
pursue the mauled Mexicans, but the mild-man-
nered merchant ruled out any mopping-up action. 
He simply did not have the stomach for further 
fighting.

Upon his return to Goliad, Westover was raked 
over the coals by the indignant Capt. Dimitt for 
his direct disobedience. On top of the inexcusable 
parole of a score of enemy soldiers, his failure to 
finish off the routed garrison had resulted in the 
reoccupation of Fort Lipantitlan. In the final anal-
ysis, the expensive excursion had accomplished 
absolutely nothing.

But the temporary commander-in-chief of the 
rebel army had a diametrically different opinion. 
Stephen F. Austin hailed the Lipantitlan Expedi-
tion as an inspirational success and its squeamish 
leader as the first bona fide hero of the Texas 
Revolution.

Four months later, the out-dated idea that war 
was a gentleman’s game cost Ira Westover his 
life. He was one of the helpless hundreds slaugh-
tered in the infamous Goliad Massacre.

Unforgettable Texans brings to life the once famous 
people no one remembers today. Order your copy for 
$24.00 (tax and shipping included) by mailing a check to 
Bartee Haile, P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX 77393.

By Bartee Haile
HISTORICAL COLUMNIST
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Classified Ads 473-2653We Accept
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
11:00 A.M. MONDAYS

PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICEFOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

Very Good SHELLED PECANS 
available. Scott’s Orchard. 903-
243-2130.

REAL ESTATE
30 ACRES FOR SALE. 469-552-
1737.

SALES
Good Samaritan’s Thrift/Clothes 
store will be open Oct. 2, 9, 16 & 
30 from 8 a.m.-noon. Clothes sale 
is open Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m.-noon, 
and 1 p.m.-4 p.m. 

HUGE ESTATE/ GARAGE SALE, 
Oct. 23-24, Sat. & Sun., 1790 CR 
1150, Emory. Tools, China, Crystal, 
Collectibles, X-mas décor, Furniture 
and more. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

HUGE YARD SALE Sat/Sun Starts 
8 a.m. Oct 23, 160 Shoreline Dr. 
@Hwy 276, E. Tawakoni.

INSIDE SALE on Saturday, Oct. 23,  
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., at Woosley 
Baptist Church on Hwy. 47S one 
mile past Hwy. 276 intersection. 
Includes household items, sm. 
appliances, heaters, linens, baby 
boy clothes 0-18 mos., women’s 
sizes 3-22, men’s large, furniture, 
shoes, blankets, some tools and 
Christmas décor, etc.

HELP WANTED
SENIOR SUITE CARE & REHAB 
is now accepting applications for 
CNAs all shifts, PRN LVNs, dietary 
cooks and dishwashers, housekeep-
ing. Full/part time. Apply in person 
at 983 N. Texas St., Emory, TX.

RAINS ISD NEEDS: Custodian/
Custodian Substitutes, Bus Drivers/
Substitutes, Food Service Employee/
Substitutes, Child Development 
Center Employee/Substitutes. 
Salary based on experience. $275/
month of full-time employee health 
coverage paid. Apply on-line at 
https://www.rainsisd.org Equal 
Employment Opportunity.

NEED SEWER MAN to replace my 
broken sewer lid and also to drain 
my sewer. 903-474-5826.

WANTED: Bids to power wash 
and paint Woosley Baptist Church, 
Hwy. 47S in Point, past Hwy. 276 
intersection one mile. Call 903-
480-1164. Leave message with 
phone # for call back.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for pro-
duction positions. No experience 
required. Employment requires 
passing physical and drug test-
ing. Please apply in person. Dal-
Air Castings, 591 Industrial Blvd., 
Point, TX, 75472.

RENT/LEASE
 

RAINS CO. DEER LEASE (10 & 8 
points have been killed in past). 13 
acres, $1,000. 903-268-1400.

INSULATED BUILDINGS FOR 
LEASE – 40’x50’ and 50’x60’. 
(shop & office) 903-814-1000. 
EMORY BUSINESS PARK.

STORAGE UNITS
EMORY SELF STORAGE, Hwy. 
69S, 410 E. Lennon. Now offering 
climate-controlled units. 903-474-
9150, 903-348-5459.

SERVICES
TRANSPORTATION

NEED ERRANDS RUN? Need 
transportation? Call Mimi at 430-
252-2007.

CLEANING
WISE JANITORIAL - Fully insured/
free estimates. Wisejanitorial.com 
903-574-6749.

DO YOU NEED your home cleaned? 
Local woman with references. 
Reasonable rates. Call Jacqueline 
903-474-7627.

ads@rainscountyleader.com

CONSTRUCTION
SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS. 
Patio covers, carports, metal haul-
off. Tri-Star Services. 903-355-
3004.

PHILLIP’S PLUMBING COMPANY 
24-hour repair service. Lic. Plumber. 
Trenching service. Home 903-473-
3857; cell 903-474-3054.

LANE’S CONCRETE WORK 
Houses, driveways, patios, side-
walks, GRAVE CURBING. 903-
268-1400.

MCKENZIE LAKE WORKS. Superior 
quality waterfront solutions. Boat 
docks, steel/metal bldgs., & more. 
www.mckenzielakeworks.com. 
903-356-2300, 903-269-6173.

HANDYMAN specializing in tape, 
bed, texture and painting. Interior 
and exterior. Call Steve 903-474-
5341.

DIRT & TRACTOR WORK
G&G GRAVEL – All types of gravel, 
chipped asphalt, available for 
spreading, free estimates. Miller 
Grove. Bret Garrett 903-268-6910, 
Mark Garrett 903-348-3872.

TONY JENNINGS DIRT WORK – 
Will pump out and clean out pools, 
fence rows, etc., with excavator/
trackhoe. Free estimates. Home 
903-473-2508. Cell 903-530-
7014.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING
HOOTEN’S LAWN 

& TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten 

Lawn maintenance, sodding, land-
scaping, tree trimming & removal, 
retaining walls, irrigation systems. 
LI 0019094.903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

SMITH’S LAWN CARE landscaping, 
fencing, hedge trimming, weekly/
biweekly rates. 903-521-8506, 
free estimates.

MARVIN’S LANDSCAPE & 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE – fence row cleaning, 
affordable pricing. Text or call 903-
348-4399.

MISC. SERVICES
HELP ME, HELP YOU! Call Zack 
at Priority Roofing for a free roof 
inspection 210-607-9847.

AVS APPLIANCE SERVICE – 
Servicing most household appli-
ances. All work guaranteed. 903-
473-3664, 903-473-8862.

PEST CONTROL
ALL PRO PEST CONTROL. Termites, 
roaches, spiders, ants, scorpions. 
Call Robert 903-268-7263.

RODGERS PEST CONTROL – rats, 
mice, roaches, ants, spiders, what-
ever bugs you. 903-394-4531.

TREE SERVICES
HOOTEN’S LAWN & TREE SERVICE, 
LLC. Tree trimming/removal. Credit 
cards, insured. LI0019094. 903-
473-8706, 903-474-4402.

M&M TREE SERVICE. 15 yrs. pro-
fessional experience. Complete ser-
vice available. Competitive rates. 
FREE ESTIMATES. References 
available. *INSURED* 903-408-
0161.

LEGACY TREE SERVICE. www.
TheWilsonLegacy.com 903-455-
1587. Insured, credit cards, 
appointments. We specialize in 
high risk removals. Trimming, 
Removals, Stumps.

EAST TEXAS TREE WORKS LLC. 
Chipping, trimming, removal and 
more. Insured. Veteran owned and 
operated. Free estimates. Call 214-
809-9506

LOST & FOUND
WANTED

CAN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEED? 
CALL 903-473-2653 AND LET 
LEA HELP BY PLACING YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD HERE.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS BUYING
PROPERTY IN THE VICINITY OF THE 

SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. urges any 
prospective buyer to verify with the manager 
at the offi ce, located on FM 1567, east of 
Hwy. 19, north of Emory, Tex., or south of 
Sulphur Springs, Tex., whether or not water 
is available at the tract of land in question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567W

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

NOTICE 
CITY OF EAST TAWAKONI

ACCEPTING SEALED BIDS FOR 
SURPLUS PROPERTY

The City of East Tawakoni is accepting sealed 
bids for the sale of surplus vehicles beginning 
Thursday, October 21, 2021.
The auction will remain open for bids until 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 until 4:00 p.m.
All bids will be opened on November 17, 2021 at 
the  East Tawakoni Police Department at 10:00 
a.m. Winners will be contacted on November 
18, 2021 to pick up vehicles.

2007 Volkswagen JWE Ran when Impounded 
Vin # 3VWEF71K27M168143 White
Starting bid $300.00

1998 Honda Elite 250 Ran when Impounded 
Vin # JH2MF0106FK009403 Red
Starting bid $250.00

1997 Ford Expedition Ran when Impounded 
Vin 1FMEU17L0VLB10032 Maroon
Starting Bid $300.00 

2001 Ford Expedition Ran when Impounded
Vin # 1FMRU15L61LA59005 Black
Starting Bid $350.00

2000 Ford F-150 Ran when Impounded
Vin # 1FTZX1727YKA41421 Red
Starting Bid $750.00

2001 Mustang Ran when Impounded
Vin # 1FAFP40481F163631 Red
Starting Bid $300.00

2006 Ford Fusion Ran when Impounded
Vin # 3FAFP06Z16R163282 Black
Starting Bid $300.00

2006 KIA Spectra Ran when Impounded
Vin # KNAFE121355164440 Blue
Starting Bid $300.00

2004 Acura MDX Ran when Impounded
Vin # 2HNYD18294H514055  White
Starting Bid $300.00

2002 GMC Envoy Ran when Impounded
VIN# 1GKDS13S622405919 Gold
Starting Bid $300.00
Bids may be mailed to 288 Briggs Blvd.
East Tawakoni, TX 75472 or email to 
policechief@cityofeasttawakoni.com
The city reserves the rights to reject any or all bids.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS IN THE
ESTATE OF CONNIE LYNNE FRANCIS  

KING, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the ESTATE OF CONNIE 
LYNNE FRANCIS KING, DECEASED, were 
issued on October 18, 2021, under Docket No. 
3106, pending in the County Court of Rains 
County, Texas, to AMY DAWN HENDERSON.
Claims may be presented in care of the attorney 
for the estate, addressed as follows:

c/o: Philip D. Alexander
Attorney at Law

Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38

Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims against this estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.

DATED October 18, 2021.
CURTIS & ALEXANDER, P.C.

Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street

P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440

Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069

E-Mail: philip@curtisalexander.net
Philip D. Alexander

State Bar No. 00786967
ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS IN THE
ESTATE OF DAVID LEE KING, 

DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the ESTATE OF DAVID LEE 
KING, DECEASED, were issued on October 18, 
2021, under Docket No. 3156, pending in the 
County Court of Rains County, Texas, to AMY 
DAWN HENDERSON.
Claims may be presented in care of the attorney 
for the estate, addressed as follows:

c/o: Philip D. Alexander
Attorney at Law

Number One Planters Street
P.O. Box 38

Emory, Texas 75440

All persons having claims against this estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.

DATED October 18, 2021.
CURTIS & ALEXANDER, P.C.

Attorneys at Law
Number One Planters Street

P.O. Box 38
Emory, Texas 75440

Telephone: 903-473-2297
Facsimile: 903-473-3069

E-Mail: philip@curtisalexander.net
Philip D. Alexander

State Bar No. 00786967
ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION FOR VEHICLE 
OWNER OR LIENHOLDER 

1989 Fleetwood Resort, white. Total charges 
as of 10-21-2021, $524.18. In storage at:

H&F Wrecker Inc. 3138 RS CR 1402
Point, TX 75472  (903) 447-3111

VSF# 0651725VSF WWW.TDLR.TEXAS.GOV

PUBLIC NOTICE

The East Tawakoni City Council will hold 
special meetings on October 28, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m. and November 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  
to consider a request for a  building permit for 
a shop /accessory building that exceeds the  
size and height requirement permitted by the 
East Tawakoni Code of Ordinances.
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Sports

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Wildcats varisty 
football team could not main-
tain early momentum against the 
Winnsboro Raiders and lost the 
district game, 48-26, on Friday 
night, October 15.

Both teams had trouble hold-
ing onto the ball, with several 
fumbles and seven intercep-
tions.

Senior quarterback Audie 
McAree ran the ball 24 times 
and gained 105 yards to lead the 
team, with junior running back 
KJ Burns carrying the ball 10 
times for 21 yards. 

In the passing game, McA-
ree was 9 of 20 passing for 
87 yards and two touchdowns, 
while senior Gavin Oaks com-
pleted three of five passes for 
100 yards and a touchdown.

Burns caught nine passes for 
155 yards and two touchdowns, 
and sophomore Prabhdeep 
Singh hauled in two passes for 
23 yards and a touchdown.

The Wildcats began the game 
with Burns returning the open-
ing kickoff 85 yards, but was 
pushed out of bounds at the 
Raiders 2-yard line.

McAree tried to punch the 
ball into the end zone, but offi-
cials indicated that he lost pos-
session of the ball before cross-
ing the goal line. Winnsboro 
began its first drive of the game 
at the one-yard line, and rushed 
for 10 yards before a penalty 
backed them up.

McAree stepped up on the 
next run play and stripped the 
ball from the Raider ball carrier. 

After a scramble for the ball, the 
fumble was recovered by senior 
Jayden Case in the end zone. 
Rains 7, Winnsboro 0.

The Raiders began their next 
drive with two first-down runs 
before a 23-yard touchdown 
run to tie the game. Rains 7, 
Winnsboro 7.

Rains lost three yards on the 
ensuing drive and punted the 
ball to Winnsboro.

Senior Phillip Kleinmeier and 
senior Bobby Dell combined to 
sack the Raider quarterback for 
an 8-yard loss after the punt, but 
Winnsboro broke off a couple 
of big runs and a 33-yard pass 
to get the ball into the end zone. 
Rains 7, Winnsboro 14. 

The Wildcat offense began to 
move the ball against the Raid-
er defense with runs by Burns 
and McAree into the middle of 
the defense. Burns finished the 
drive by hauling in a pass from 
McAree and racing 22 yards, 
untouched, into the end zone. 
The extra-point attempt was 
blocked. Rains 13, Winnsboro 
14.

The Rains defense swarmed 
Winnsboro on the next drive and 
forced them into a three-and-
out. The punt traveled only 23 
yards to give the Wildcats good 
field position.

Rains chose to attack the edge 
on the drive and used swing 
passes to Burns, as well as runs 
through the middle, to get to the 
Winnsboro 28-yard line. A pass 
intended for Burns out of the 
backfield was intercepted by the 
Raiders to end the drive.

The Raiders moved the ball 
87 yards in 14 plays, with the 

quarterback running for an 8-
yard touchdown run on a draw 
play. Rains 13, Winnsboro 21.

Starting at their own 32-yard 
line, McAree ran three times 
to get the first down before the 
wheels came off. Burns was 
caught behind the line and McA-
ree was forced out of bounds for 
a sack. Facing a third down and 
22, McAree’s pass was batted 
in the air by a defender in his 
face. A nearby Raider caught 
the ball out of the air and ran 22 
yards for a touchdown. Rains 
13, Winnsboro 28.

Dell started the next drive by 
pounding the Raiders for seven 
yards on two runs, which let 
McAree break off on a 39-yard 
run up the middle of the defense. 
McAree hit Singh on a 3-yard 
hitch and then a 20-yard out-
and-up for the touchdown. The 
two-point attempt was no good. 
Rains 19, Winnsboro 28.

After the kickoff, the Raiders 
started the drive at their 30-yard 
line, but the Wildcat defense 
forced a fumble and recovered 
the ball for another big play.

Burn took a pass from McA-
ree in the flats and raced 31 
yards to the 2-yard line. With the 
clock running out, two attempts 
to punch it in failed and the 
teams went to halftime.

Winnsboro started with the 
ball in the third quarter with 
great field position and needed 
only two plays to score. Rains 
19, Winnsboro 35.

The first drive of the sec-
ond half for Rains continued the 
trend of pounding the Winnsboro 
defense as they moved 50 yards 
in 10 plays, with help from a 
penalty on a fourth down run. 
Facing another fourth down and 
short from the Raider 21-yard 
line, miscommunication caused 
the third interception of the 
night.

The Wildcat defense bent but 
did not break on the ensuing 
drive, allowing Winnsboro to 
get to the Rains 27-yard line 
before pushing them backwards 
with Jordon Chambers and Dell 
sacking the quarterback for an 
11-yard loss. On fourth down, 
Dell broke up a pass to turn the 
ball over to the offense.

Rains and Winnsboro offens-
es traded punts on the next two 
drives.

After a penalty backed up the 
offense, the Wildcats found little 
room to run on the ground so 
went to the air with mixed results. 
McAree completed a 10-yard 
pass to senior Beau Schellinger 
before a pass intended for Burns 
was intercepted and returned 58 
yards for a touchdown. Rains 
19, Winnsboro 42.

The Rains offense was 
derailed on the next drive by 
penalties until the Winnsboro 
defense stripped the ball and 
recovered at the Wildcat 17-yard 
line. A quick touchdown pass 
by the Raiders finished scoring 
for them on the night. Rains 19, 
Winnsboro 48.

The Wildcats began mov-
ing the ball against the Raid-
er defense and they gained 36 
yards on eight plays before an 
errant pass was picked off.

Four plays into the next drive, 
Dell took the ball away from the 

Winnsboro ball carrier to give 
Rains the ball back.

Beginning at their 9-yard 
line, the Wildcats put together 
a nine-play, 91-yard drive. It 
was finished when a screen pass 
turned into a 65-yard touchdown 
from Oakes to Burns. Rains 26, 
Winnsboro 48.

After holding the Raiders to 
a three-and-out, the Wildcats 
mounted one more drive of 56 
yards before a pass across the 
middle was intercepted to end 
the game.

The Rains Wildcats are 1-3 
in District 5-3A-1 and 2-4 for 
the season.

The Wildcats will travel to 
Commerce to take on the Tigers 
on Friday night, October 22. 
Kickoff for the district game is 

RAINS WILDCAT FOOTBALL

Wildcats turnover game to Red Raiders

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Junior KJ Burns (6) prepares to ward off the Raider defender during the 48-26 loss to Winnsboro on Friday night, October 15.

RAINS WILDCAT VOLLEYBALL

Lady Cats beat Indians, 
drop thriller to Patriots

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The Rains Lady Cat varsity 
volleyball team split district 
matches last week with win a  
over Grand Saline and a loss to 
Prairiland.

The Lady Cats beat the Grand 
Saline Lady Indians, 3-0, at 
home on Friday, October 15.

On Tuesday, October 19, 
Rains battled the Prairiland 
Lady Patriots to five sets, but 
lost the district match, 3-2.

The Rains Lady Cats are 7-3 
in District 12-3A and 22-8 for 
the season.

The Lady Cats will travel to 
Edgewood to take on the Lady 
Bulldogs on Friday, October 22, 
with matches scheduled to start 
at 4:30 p.m.

On Tuesday, October 26, 
Rains will wrap up district play 
at home against the Lone Oak 
Lady Buffaloes at Rains High 
School with matches starting at 
4:30 p.m.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Junior Storey Smith (3) drives the ball through the arms of the 
Lady Indian defenders during the match on Friday, October 15.

Leader photo by CHUCK FITTS

Sophomore Everett Kreck (11) wraps up the Raider ball carrier 
on Friday night, October 15, at Wildcat Stadium..




