amns County

Your Hometown Newspaper Stnce 1887

T cader

Web Site: www.rainscountyleader.com
e-mail: news@rainscountyleader.com

Vol. 135, Issue 13 — 1 Section, 12 pages

EMORY, TEXAS — TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2021

PRICE 75¢

RAINS COUNTY

Commissioners appoint Wallace as new county judge

By DEBORAH M WALKER

Rains County Leader staff

Rains County Clerk Linda Wal-
lace was approved to fill the remain-
ing 16-month term of the county
judge position during a special
meeting of the Rains County Com-
missioners Court held in the court-
room on Thursday, September 2, at
10:30 a.m. After the death of Rains
County Judge Wayne Wolfe last
week on August 26, the special ses-
sion was called for the sole purpose
of naming his replacement.

Rains County Commissioner
Mike Willis (Pct. 2) led the meet-
ing, with commissioners Jeremy
Cook (Pct. 1), Korey Young (Pct. 3)
and Joe Humphrey (Pct. 4) attend-
ing. Wallace was also in attendance.
Willis shared, “It is the responsibil-
ity of the court to fill any elected
official’s vacancy if it’s during the
middle of the term, and they will
complete that term.”

Willis said he’s thought of the
people who would be capable of

contemplating it, Linda Wallace is
the only one we have, currently
employed by the county, that has
all the qualifications needed to do
that.” He said that when he spoke to
Wallace about the position, she said
she would be honored to complete
Wolfe’s remaining 16-month term.

Humphrey stated that there is a
limited pool of people who could
fill the role, and that it is “necessary
to appoint someone who can take
on those actions.” He added, “She
has worked closely with the judge
and she’s familiar with those things
... she can hit the ground running.”
Humphrey clarified, with input from
Wallace, that she has been with the
county for 20 years. Humphrey then
asked Wallace if she could commit
to the 16-month term. To that, Wal-
lace replied, “Absolutely.”

Young stated that he spoke with
Linda about his concerns and fill-
ing the position, because “Wayne
can’t be replaced ... but the county
still has to function.” He shared that
he knows Wolfe relied on Wallace.

Leader photo by TREY HILL
Linda Wallace (left), flanked by sons Kade and Keith, takes the oath of office, becoming the next county judge of Rains

handling all the aspects of the
judge’s job. He said, “After really

see WALLACE page 2

County. The ceremony took place Thursday morning, September 2, shortly after the county’s four commissioners unanimously

voted to appoint her to the position. Administering the oath was Fredda Cox, a retired Garland municipal court judge’s assis-

tant.

RAINS COUNTY FAIR

Week full of festivities planned
as fair returns to Rains County

By CHUCK FITTS
Rains County Leader staff

The fairgrounds are expected to come
alive again this year with pageants, exhibits,
carnival, mutton bustin’, livestock show,
music and more during the Rains County
Fair on Tuesday, September 14, through Sat-
urday, September 18.

Season tickets for the fair are $15 for
adults and $11 for children, age 4-12 years
old, and are currently on sale at Brookshire’s,
Commercial Bank of Texas and Hooten’s
Hardware.

Tickets at the gate during the fair will be
$4 for adults and $3 for children.

Creative Art Exhibits begin arriving on
Tuesday, September 7, and will be judged on
Thursday, September 9.

The carnival will be open from 6:00-10:00
p.m. each evening of the fair. Armbands will

be on sale for $25 that will allow you to ride
all the carnival attractions.

The Youth Baked Goods Contest in the
Creative Arts building and gospel singing
at the pavilion will start the fair on Tuesday
night, September 14. That night, anyone 62
and older will be able to get into the fair-
grounds for free.

The Tiny, Wee, Petite and Little Miss
Rains County Pageants will be held Wednes-
day night, September 15, starting at 6:00
p.m., while the Junior Miss and Miss Rains
County Pageants will be held the next eve-
ning, September 16, at 8:00 p.m.

The 2021 Rains County Junior Livestock
Show is scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. on
Thursday, September 16, with the steer show
followed by market lambs, market goats,
dairy and breeding beef.

see FAIR page 2

RAINS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Rains schools take early holiday,
emergency meeting planned

By LAUREN WITHROW-EDGAR

Rains County Leader contributor

The Rains Independent School District
(ISD) Board of Trustees will meet for an
emergency meeting tonight, Tuesday, Sep-
tember 7.

On Wednesday, September 1, Rains ISD
sent a notice to parents which explained
that due to an increase in COVID-19 cases,
and other illnesses, within the district, Rains
ISD would be closed through the Labor Day
holiday, and all extracurricular activities
would be canceled. The notice states that
the decision to shut down the district was
made through the “combination of a review
of attendance, the rising number of positive
cases, and the consultation with medical
professionals.” The notice continued, ‘“We
will be taking this time to thoroughly clean
all facilities and distance everyone as much

as possible. We ask that during this clo-
sure you help us by keeping your children
socially distanced from others and out of
group situations, and please be mindful of
safety protocols. It is our hope that this time
away will also allow those that are sick time
to heal and minimize the spread.”

According to the school district’s website,
there are 92 confirmed cases in the district.
The information posted indicated there were
14 students and one staff reported on the
elementary campus, 21 students and four
staff reported on the intermediate campus,
39 students and one staff on the junior
high campus, and 10 students and two staff
reported on the high school campus.

The posted agenda for Tuesday night’s
emergency meeting includes an update to
the board from Rains ISD Superintendent

see RISD page 2

Emory Municipal Judge Mickey Cooper, in civilian attire, by an enlarged photo of the Emory Volunteer
Fire Department in its early days.

SPOTLIGHT

Cooper, a walking history book

By JUDY KRAMER

Rains County Leader contributor

Emory Municipal Court Judge Mickey
Cooper has served in a number of interesting
and respectful government and commercial
positions in and near Rains County during his
lifetime. But, he may be remembered most
fondly for his 40 years with the Emory Volun-
teer Fire Department. He has been described
as a walking history book for the fire depart-
ment where he served from the time he was
15 years old, in 1968, until 2008 when he
decided that it was time to leave fire fighting
to younger men. He served the department as
Fire Chief several times and was Fire Mar-
shall for 20 years.

“I got into the Emory Volunteer Fire
Department in 1968, when I was 15 years old,
a few months after my Dad died at age 48,”
said Cooper. “The younger firefighters took
me under their wing. The older firefighters
told me that if I was the only one who showed
up for a fire, then I could take the fire truck
out to the site. That was probably because I

already knew how to drive a tractor and truck.
About six to eight firemen had CB radios and
that was how we communicated. Later, we
put a radio into our fire truck that allowed us
to talk with the sheriff.”

Cooper said that the Emory Volunteer Fire
Department had its start around 1948 when
a local bank president read an article about
how the Lions Club started a volunteer fire
department in Fort Towson, Oklahoma. Some
Emory merchants then made contact with the
Fort Towson fire department and got advice
about starting a similar department in Emory.
The Lion’s Club and Women’s Service Club
were the founders of the new fire department
and they raised money to get things off the
ground and rolling. Fire trucks were second
hand or rebuilt from other vehicles. The
bank president let Emory firefighters have a
repossessed 1938 one-ton flatbed truck that
was converted into a fire truck by firefighter
Gordon Hughes, who had a blacksmith shop.
Other firefighters helped him with the project.

see COOPER page 2
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NEWS BRIEFS

Good Sam Clothes/
Thrift Shop Sales

The Rains County Good
Samaritan Clothes Shop will
be open Monday-Thursday in
the building behind the public
library on Hwy. 69 in Emory.
Hours are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.,
closed noon-1:00 for lunch.
Thrift sales will be held every
Saturday except the third Sat-
urday of the month. Funds go
to buy food for the needy and
to operate the center. The sale
includes clothes for all ages and
sizes. There is new stock every
week.

Class of 1963
Reunion Canceled

It is with regret that the 1963
class reunion will be canceled
again this year. Stay safe and
hope to see you next year.

Class of 1964
Reunion, Oct. 9

The Rains High School Class
of 1964 will hold its reunion on
Saturday, October 9, at 1:30 p.m.
at Sidekick’s Restaurant on Hwy.

19. For more information, call
903-473-4347 or 903-413-1243.

SRSUD Scrap
Salvage Campaign

The South Rains Special Util-
ity District will sponsor the Sal-
vage Your Scrap campaign by
accepting scrap metal donations
at its office located at 121 N.
Dunbar Ln. in Emory. Donate
unwanted scrap metal Septem-
ber 20-25 (Mon.-Fri. from 7:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m. and Sat. from
8:00 a.m.-noon). Proceeds
benefit the Texas Rural Water
Foundation. For more informa-
tion, call 903-473-2122 or email
srwsc @verizon.net.

Community Center
In Bonanza Opens

The Bonanza Community
Center is open for use again after
receiving a new roof, heating and
air conditioning upgrade, new
wiring and a thorough cleaning.
For more information, call 903-
473-3119, 903-485-3221 or 903-
485-2428.

Shelby Town Hall
Meet And Greet

Doc Shelby, candidate for the
4th Congressional District, will
hold a town hall-style meet and
greet on Thursday, September 16,
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Rose
Community Center. Everyone is
invited and encouraged to attend.

WALLACE

Continued from page 1

Young said, “I feel comfortable
and confident in Linda to step
in and take that role. I believe
Wayne would be comfortable
and confident in Linda as well.”

Humphrey stated for the
court, “One might conclude that
we got together because sev-
eral of us talked about talking
to Linda. Mike and I talked.”
He said that he had not spoken
with the other two commission-
ers before the meeting, and Cook
and Young agreed with that state-
ment. Humphrey clarified that
the commissioners did not get
together outside of the meeting
to decide on the issue.

Willis moved to appoint Wal-
lace to fill the remainder of the
county judge position. He then
accepted her letter of resignation
as county clerk. Humphrey sec-
onded the motion. Willis asked
that an agenda item be added to
the September 9 commission-
ers court meeting to address the
open county clerk position.

Before the commissioners
voted on the motion, Young stat-
ed, “If I was sitting on the out-
side, this would look like a very
quick and rapid transition, right?
And it kinda is. It has come with
much thought. Since the passing
of Wayne, it’s all I think about. It

is my opinion that this is the best
thing for the county.”

Willis added, “The county is
like a train. It never stops ...
getting on commissioners court
is like stepping on a moving
train ... You got to be ready to
jump on and go.” Then the com-
missioners voted unanimously
to appoint Wallace to fill the
vacancy.

A notary public was present
to process the swearing in of
Rains County Judge Linda Wal-
lace and that occurred after court
adjourned.

The next regular meeting of
the Rains County Commission-
ers Court is scheduled for Thurs-
day, September 9, at 10:00 a.m.
in the Rains County Courthouse
Courtroom.

FAIR

Continued from page 1

This year, the market hog
show will be held on Friday
morning, September 17, at 8:00
a.m. The Mutton Bustin’ contest
will be held that evening at 7:00

p.m.

Saturday, September 18,
begins with the parade through
downtown Emory at 10:00 a.m.
followed by the chili cook-off

contest at the Rains County
Courthouse square, the Junior
Livestock Sale, adult baked
goods contest and the country
and western dance.

If you have any questions
about the fair or livestock show,
call the Rains County Agrilife
Extension office at 903-473-
4580.

RISD

Continued from page 1

Jennifer Johnson, an item to con-
sider “appropriate public health
protocols to mitigate health and
safety threats from pandemic
surges,” as well as a closed ses-

sion. While the agenda does not
list the reason for the closed
agenda, trustees are required by
law to identify the statute by
which the closed meeting will be
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conducted before entering into
closed session, per Chapter 551
of the Texas Government Code,
regarding the Texas Open Meet-
ings Act. The agenda also states
that the board will reconvene
into open session to vote on any
items considered in the closed
session.

Tonight’s meeting will be
held at the Rains ISD Adminis-
tration building located at 1759
W. Hwy. 69, in Emory, next to
the Rains Junior High building,
at 6:30 p.m.
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COMMISSIONERS COURT

Court to hold meeting Thursday

Notice is hereby given that
a regular meeting of the Rains
County Commissioners court
will be held at 10:00 a.m. on
Thursday, September 9, in the
Rains County Courthouse Court-
room.

The items to be discussed,
considered or upon which any
formal action may be taken are
as follows:

I. Opening

II. Open Forum

III. Presentations

IV. Items for discussion and/
or action

A. Departmental Reports
1. Road & Bridge Depart-
ment
a. Monthly
b. Permits/Right-of-Way
(ROW)
2. Environmental Enforce-
ment and Emergency Manage-

ment
3. Veterans’ Services
4. AgriLife Extension
5. Indigent Healthcare
6. Public Library
B. Elected Official’s and
Finance Reports
1. Treasurer’s
a. Line item transfers/
budget amendments
b. Payment of accounts
c. Monthly/Quarterly (if
presented)
2. Sheriff’s
3. District Clerk’s Monthly
4. County Clerk’s Monthly
5. Justice of the Peace’s
Monthly
6. Constable’s Monthly
C. Final plat for Quinonez
D. Texas A&M AgriLife
extension service MOU
E. One Rock travel center
abatement

F. Contract for Assessment
and Collection Services

G. Appraisal District 2020
Audit

H. Inter-local agreement
between county commission-
ers court and counties and the
Andrew Center

I. Juneteenth holiday add/
replace to calendar

J. SAVNS maintenance
contract

K. Appoint new county
clerk

V. Administrative Court
Activities and Comments.

On September 3, the follow-
ing agenda items were added to
the meeting by Rains County
Judge Linda Wallace:

A. Public Hearing on Pro-
posed Tax Rate 2021-2022

B. Budget workshop.

COOPER

Continued from page 1

In the early 1960s the fire depart-
ment was given an Air Force Gov-
ernment Surplus fire truck that
was a 1941 American LaFrance.
It was 20 years old at the time
and they used it for about four or
five years.

After Cooper joined the fire
department, he and other fire-
fighters participated in training at
the Richardson Fire Department,
with other firemen from Plano
and Quinlan. They learned about
gas and other dangerous fires as
well as safe ways to put out flam-
ing houses. During the first few
years in the late 1960s there were
about 30 to 40 fires a year, mostly
on grass.

“All of the county roads were
dirt or gravel,” said Cooper.
“Once I got stuck in the road and
someone with a tractor came and
helped me get out. I had other
incidents such as the time I was
riding on the hood of the truck
holding a fire hose when the truck
lurched and I fell back breaking
the windshield. We didn’t have
proper bunker clothing at first
either, and one time I was at a
fire, standing in water in my cow-
boy boots, getting shocked by live
wires. That probably wouldn’t
have happened if 1 had rubber
safety boots on.”

Cooper said that the fire
department got its first new fire
truck from a Witchita Falls dealer
in the early 1970s. The firemen
borrowed $18,000 from the bank
and signed the loan agreeing to
repay it. When the new truck
arrived, the crew drove it around
the Emory square with the siren
going full blast. It was the first
fire truck with electronics.

“There was no tax base at
that time to fund the department,
and firefighters often had to take
money out of their pockets to buy
gas for the fire truck,” said Coo-
per. “But, we did get permission
to have an annual rodeo to raise
funds and in 1978 we began hav-
ing Chicken Roasts with a lot of
the work done by the Lion’s Club
and Women’s Service Club. Dif-
ferent people and business own-
ers would also host meals for
firefighters in appreciation for our
service.

Cooper said there was a core
group of six to 10 firefighters
in the early years, but the num-
ber increased to 30 to 40 in the
early 1980s. Women began work-
ing with the department in the
1970s, in the ambulance service
and doing bookkeeping. He said
that one of those women was Pau-
line Luckett who worked in City
Hall and wanted to help. She did
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billing for the ambulance service
and other paperwork.

“We were using hearses from
the funeral home as ambulances,
but in the middle 1970s the Texas
Department of Health enacted
new rules for ambulance service,”
said Cooper. “Before that, all we
needed to offer ambulance service
was a Red Cross card. The funeral
homes could no longer let us use
their hearses because they could
not comply with new standards
issued by the state. However,
Wills Point Funeral Home made
a deal with the fire department,
giving us a 1961 Chevy Subur-
ban Ambulance. Fundraisers were
held and donations given to help
operate the ambulance. In the late
1970s, a group of men and ladies
(including Cooper’s wife, Cindy,)
decided to establish the Rains
Ambulance Volunteer Service. We
charged $35 to $50 for ambulance
service, and more if oxygen was
provided. There were still glitch-
es in funding however. Once we
were transporting a county com-
missioner to Baylor for treatment
of his heart attack and had to stop
in Greenville because we ran out
of gas. Neither of the two of us
transporting him had any money
or credit cards on us, so the com-
missioner took a $100 bill out of
his pocket and said to buy gas.”

During the middle 1970s Hen-
derson County Junior College and
East Texas Medical Center held
three semesters of night school to
train EMTs. Six of our firefight-
ers were certified and were some
of the earliest EMTs in the area.
We had more than Dallas, Tyler
or Greenville. We were also ahead
of larger towns when we raised
money and bought a jaws of life
in the mid 1980s.”

The City of Emory supported
the fire department with bond
money helping to build a red
brick fire station on land that the
fire department had saved for and
purchased. It houses the Police
Department today.

Cooper said that firefighting
professionals in other cities vol-
unteered with the Emory station
and gave them hand-me-down
bunker gear that was serviceable
as protective clothing. In 1981,
a Rains County Fire District was
approved by voters so that three
cents for every $100 of appraised

Eating

property could be used for fire
department revenue. Cooper said
that currently, that amount has
been raised to 10 cents of every
$100 of appraised property.

Cooper said that there were
deaths that occurred during his
tenure that were always upsetting.
He related an incident involving
a fire in an old wooden gym that
was used as a storage facility for
acetone and other things. Two
children went in and lit a cigarette
lighter to see better, setting off
an explosion that killed the 11-
year-old. The five-year-old ran
out safely. Then there were deaths
in car accidents and the drowning
of a little boy in a pool.

Cooper has had “day jobs”
before, during and after his ten-
ure with the fire department. He
first started working at age 11,
as a sack boy, at a local store,
earning $0.55 an hour, and then
worked at a general store while
in junior and senior high school
in Emory. He later served with
the Military Police, was Deputy
Sheriff in Wood County, Jus-
tice of the Peace for 10 years in
Emory, a paid Greenville fire-
fighter, performed mortuary and
funeral work, and was part of the
hay-equipment family business
for 20 years. He served several
years at Emory City Hall as Water
and Sewage Superintendent, City
Secretary and Tax Assessor/Col-
lector (all at the same time), and
has been the Municipal Court
Judge for 11 years.

Cooper is not idle, but finds
time to relax and get away from
the hustle on his 174-acre prop-
erty where he sits on the front
porch of his cabin and watches
deer and wild hogs. His position
as municipal court judge is part
time and he usually holds court
once a month, hearing cases for
Class C misdemeanors and city
ordinance violations. He sheds
his robes and goes into the office
in between court to do paper-
work, and he performs 30 to 40
weddings a year. He also substi-
tutes as Justice of the Peace when
necessary, and goes to training
once or twice a year.

He was born and raised in Rains
County, and boasts of ancestors
who settled here in 1853 when
there were very few trees. He
and wife Cindy have three chil-
dren — Blake, Rachel and Cora.
Cindy Cooper’s father was an ag
teacher and then superintendent
of schools in Rains County. And,
he had a cattle ranch.
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CITY GIRL

Dobby and Spike’s excellent adventures

The last thing Kent told Spike before he and
Stella left on their trip was to stay out of the
newspaper — but I can’t help myself. Their antics
are just too easy to write about.

Last week I introduced
Dobby, the Lab/Great Pyrenees
orphan who is living at the
ranch until a permanent home
can be found. He’s young and
energetic and reminds me of
Spike when we first became his
live-in companions when he’s
left home alone. I didn’t realize
how domesticated and easy-
going Spike has become until I met Dobby.

Walking outside when Dobby is anywhere
around is an adventure in grace and agility, nei-
ther of which I possess. Like many pets, Dobby
likes to walk in front of the person with him. But
he takes it to an entire new level by turning at a
45 degree angle and leaning against your legs.
He further complicates the process by putting his
foot on top of yours at every step. At this writing,
David and I have managed to stay upright, but we
have 24 hours to go.

Spike has mixed emotions about the new-
comer. The first day after our arrival, he was in
“grumpy old man” mode. When I let him out for
his morning run, Dobby enthusiastically met him
at the door. Spike responded with a growl, and
when Dobby didn’t get the message, he barked
until the youngster backed off. Not one to give up
easily, Dobby suffered several rejections before
he gave up and took a nap.

The next morning was a different story. Spike
was eager to go out, and he met Dobby with a
friendly romp and wrestle before the two took
off for a morning run. In hindsight, I should have
known they were up to no good. Stella warned
us that, when the two were allowed to run free
together, they usually took a dip in the pond
and a roll in the mud before coming back to the
house. But they were both on the loose and rela-
tively clean the afternoon we arrived, and the fol-
lowing day they had remained dry and mud free
— so we left them on their own when we went to
the gym, to lunch at the senior center, and made a
stop by the house to check on Kitty.

When we returned later, neither dog was
anywhere to be seen, but as the garage door slid
open, they suddenly appeared and dashed inside
just ahead of the car. They were both dripping
wet and sporting mud highlights. What followed
looked like an episode of Keystone Cops. (If
you’re too young to understand that reference,

LINDA BRENDLE

Leader Correspondent

EDWARD JONES

check Google.) We tried to shoo them out the
door, but they out-maneuvered us, disappearing
around the car or the Gator ahead of us, always
just out of reach. Once the overhead door closed,
I opened the side door and tried to coax them
out one at a time. Dobby followed me out, but
as I almost had Spike out the door, I felt a furry,
wet tail against the back of my legs, and realized
Dobby had slipped back in. David finally herded
both of them toward me, and I got a hand on
each of their back-sides, shoved and slammed the
door.

Stella also warned us that Dobby likes to bark
at the night critters — a lot — and she was right.
The first night after dinner, he settled down on
the patio while the rest of us settled down in the
living room in front of the TV. He was quiet until
8:45, and then he began. He barked for over an
hour without pausing to take a breath. Whatever
he was barking at was either too scary to chase
or not worth the effort, so he stayed on the patio
right under the windows — and we continued to
crank up the volume on the TV. By bedtime he
quieted a little bit, and with the help of the white
noise from the air filter in the bedroom, we were
able to sleep.

Through the week, all four of us developed
a routine and a rhythm that lessened the chaos.
Spike has been more sociable — which unfortu-
nately has led to more visits to the pond, but he
doesn’t seem to mind spending the night in the
barn. Dobby has decided we don’t need protec-
tion after all, so he barks less at night. And he
and I have developed a routine for his training
sessions that works. As long as I do the com-
mands in just the right order — sit, stay, come,
down — he gets them right most of the time and
we both feel successful.

I don’t know what the future holds for Dobby.
If he could get past the puppy stage of chew-
ing everything in sight, and if he could learn not
to chase the calves and invoke the wrath of the
mamas, he might have a future with Spike and
his family. He might eventually be allowed into
the house, or if he continued his swimming habit,
he might at least be able to spend the night in the
barn. If that’s not in the cards, I hope that New
Favorite Day Dog Rescue can find him a forever
home. If you need a fur baby to love or know
someone who does, visit their Facebook page
and check him out. He still has lots of excellent
adventures to share.

Linda Brendle is a published author and also writes
about caregiving, faith, and family on her blog at
http://www.LifeAfterCaregiving. WordPress.com.

Preparing grandkids for future

Grandparents Day is almost here. If you’re
a grandparent, you may want to use this day as
an opportunity to think about how you can help
provide for your grandchildren’s
future.

For example, you could estab-
lish a 529 education savings
plan, which can be used to pay
for qualified expenses at colleges
and at some trade and vocational
schools.

You could also open a savings
account for your young grand-
children. You can encourage them to add to it by
offering to match their contributions. You might
also want to establish a custodial account, known
as UTMA or UGMA, which can be funded with

BRANDON ROBERTS
Edward Jones
Financial Advisor

panking With Your

most types of investments.

When your grandchildren become young
adults, starting out in the working world, you
could offer to help them with a down payment
for a house. They might also benefit from some
financial advice and guidance, so you might want
to introduce them to a financial professional.

By helping your grandchildren at different
points on their road through life, you can make
their journey more pleasant — and, in the process,
you’ll gain a lot of satisfaction, too.

For more information on that or any other
financial topic, give our office in Emory a call at
903-473-1592.

This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advi-
SOf.
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THE PUBLIC FORUM

The Rains County Leader welcomes letters to the editor on subjects of interest to its readers. Letters
should be no longer than 28-30 type-written lines or 350-400 words. A household may only submit a
letter once during a two-week period, therefore there must be at least two weeks between each letter.

All letters must be submitted with a name, address and phone number for verification purposes. The
Leader will not knowingly print fictitious letters or ones that, in the Leader’s opinion, libel, slander or
threaten. Approved letters will be printed with the writer’s name and city.

The Leader reserves the right to refuse to publish any letter. Letters to the editor are the view and
opinions of the writer and do not reflect the editorial position of the editor or staff of the Rains County

Leader.

Dear Editor,

I attended the Commission-
ers Court meeting in which they
appointed a replacement for the
position of County Judge.

First, let me say that I have
no problem with the appointee.
She seems to be a reasonably
qualified individual. My concern
is with the appalling process of
the selection.

I fully anticipated there would
be a robust discussion of who in
the county might be qualified
and if they were interested in fill-
ing the remainder of the judge’s
term. None of that occurred. Not
one mention of the former judges
we have in the county. No men-
tion of others in the county with
legal and administrative experi-
ence. The discussion and voting
took only thirteen minutes.

The process gave the impres-
sion that the members of the
court had arrived at their deci-

sion prior to the commencement
of the meeting. There was very
minimal discussion of the one
candidate. Because the appointee
held another county position, the
Court asked for a letter of resig-
nation from her current position.
She had it ready and presented it
to the Court. That suggested the
outcome was predetermined.

The process was so question-
able that one member of the
court made the statement that ...
one might conclude that we got
together ... I think it is important
for everybody to know that we
didn’t get together outside of
here ..” To the observer, this
appeared to be an effort to dis-
tance himself from the poten-
tially illegal activity known as
a “Walking Quorum.” He stated
that he had talked to one mem-
ber of the court, on this topic,
outside of this meeting but not
the other two members.

The process known as a
“Walking Quorum” is in part
defined in "Government Code
Sec. 551.143. Prohibited Series
Of Communications; (a) A
member of a governmental body
commits an offense if the mem-
ber: (1) knowingly engages in at
least one communication among
a series of communications that
each occur outside of a meeting
authorized by this chapter ...”

In plain language, a “walking
quorum” happens when mem-
bers of the governmental body
gather in successive meetings, in
numbers smaller than a quorum,
to discuss public business.

Everyone should go to the
Facebook page for Rains Coun-
ty Leader and watch the video
from start to finish. It won’t take
long!

Chuck Witt
Emory, TX 75440

THE 31ST ANNUAL

RAINS COUNTY

.3

Schedule of Events

Horticuliure Brought In

Gospel Singing Night

Steers Show
Market Lamb Show
Croal Show

[l'm'r_'r Shiow
Brecding Beel Show

Market Hog Show
Mutton Bustin® Contest

Junior Livestock Sale

Exhibit Buildings Open Daily September 14-17 = 6:00 pan.-10:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 18 » 6:(00 p.m. = Midnight

Tuesday, September T

Creative Arls Exhibits Brooghi In

Wednesday, September 8§

Creative Aris Exhibits Broughi In

Thursday, September 8

Creative Arls Judging (Closed (o Pablic)

Saturday, September 11

Commercial Exhibits set-Up

Sunday, September 12

Commercial Exhibits setl-Up

Thesday, September 1§

Youth Baked Goeds Contest = Creative Arts Bidg,

w Arm Hand Ride ."ﬁg;rj' A0y pr, = SO AN poami ) =525 00
w Seator Ciizens Night = 65 and up get tn FREE from 5:000 fa 72000 poan.

Wednesday, September 15

Lambes, Goats and Hoeps Begin Arciving At Falrgrounds
Brecding Beel and Dairy Begin Arriving At Fairgrounds
Hogs, Lambs and Goats Final Weigh-1n

Steers Final Welgh-In Al Mike Willis® Farm

Tiny, Wee, Petite and Litile Miss Pageants

w Arm Band Ride Night (6200 p_a, — PO por.) — 32500

Thursday, Sepltember 16

Ag. Mechanbes broaght in and Silent Auction begins

Junior Miss and Miss Rains Coonty Pageants
w Arnr Band Ride Night (6:00 pomi, = FO:00 pan) = 22500

Friday, September 17

w Armi Harnd Kide .'ﬁ];:fr]' (&AM porer, = SO:AND poam.) = X25 00

Saturday, September 18

Farade Line-UF (Sidekick’™s Bar & Grill)
Parade {Downlown Emory)

Chili Cook-(MT Contest - Cowrthowse Square
Livestock Sale Buyer Check-in

Aduli Baked Gaooads Contest - Creative Arts Building

* Ag Mechanics Silent Auction ends af conclusion of Livestock Sale
w Conntry and Western Dance = (Following Sale) wonsid Midedghi
w Arrn Bavd Ride Night (6:00 pori. = FO:800 pori ) = 325 .00

Sunday, September 18

Commercial Exhibits are to be picked up at the Fairgrounds from Soon to 2:060 pum,
Creative Arts Exhibits are to be picked up al the Fairgrounds from 1200 pom. to 3060 pin,

LM pam. — 6 M pam,

M pam, = 6.4 pan,
Jr M pam, = 6240 pam,

1k .m.

1:0Mh pam, = 4306 pam,

Toiid pam. = 420MN pm,

545 pam,
ToAMD o,

Gl ama. = 2:00 pam.
T ami. = B0 fpum.
M) prami. = G:0H) pmn,
500 pami. = G po.
Gzl pam.

Tl i,
S ai.
Following Steer
Fu]ln“hl.g Ll
Following Croals
Following Dairy
RulMh ppm.

Bl @
TN pam.

TolMd @

1k AMD 5.m.

Serving begins 11:00 5.m.
(M) pam,

fir M) pam.

T pam,

Subscribe online at RainsCountyLeader.com
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MY TAKE ON TECH

Streaming choices

It is hard to deny that the marriage of stream-
ing high-definition (HD) video over the internet,
combined with large HD TVs, has changed the
way most of us consume entertainment.

It is amazing to see all the streaming possi-
bilities from the dozens of companies that have
inventories of videos involving
popular movies, sports, entertain-
ment, history, documentaries
and old movies and TV series.

It seems that every month a
new streaming vendor makes its
debut.

Back when there were only
three major commercial networks
in the US, and TV had to be con-
sumed as it was broadcasted, the
concept of HD video on demand
was unthinkable. That was before
the age of video recorders, DVD players and the
internet.

Today, most people with broadband internet
can consume streaming entertainment on their
home HD TVs for a fraction of the cost of what
many people paid for satellite or cable just 15
years ago. Some services stream entertainment
for free with ads, and some services offer them
ad-free for a monthly fee.

I enjoy watching documentaries, but some-
times I struggle to know what to watch next. Dif-
ficulty choosing what to watch is not new for me
when there are thousands of choices. Back when
VCRs and DVDs were the medium for home
video, I would visit a video store to search for
something to rent and watch.

I had memberships at several nearby video
stores. Some had thousands of tapes or DVDs.
Others were smaller, but had more interesting and
quirky videos involving travel, history, religion,
science and technology.

All I knew about most videos was what I read

JOHN KELLY
Certified Information
Systems Security

Professional

on the box. Once I rented the video and took it
home, I was stuck with it until I could return it,
whether I watched it or not, whether it was great
or terrible. Sometimes I rented two or three vid-
eos in the hope that at least one would be worth
my time. “Potluck” video renting was not fun for
me. But occasionally I’d find a great one almost
by accident that was very enjoyable.

While video stores and their wares are history,
choosing what to watch can still be challeng-
ing with streaming. The huge advantage is that
one can abandon watching a video after a few
minutes if it is awful, and select something else
(without having to pay to rent another video!).
The large streaming providers typically offer
thousands of choices. And one can pay for a
subscription and watch unlimited videos, very
much unlike video stores where every rental cost
money!

My average watchlist on each streaming ser-
vice I use consists of 50 to 100 items I want to
watch. Sometimes I feel overwhelmed by all
the great choices, and find it challenging to pick
what to watch next.

Even so, I'm very happy with the number of
ad-free documentaries and entertainment being
provided. That exceeds anything I could have
ever imagined just a few decades ago. I never
want to return to the days of just three commer-
cial networks and no VCRs! And I am glad visits
to video stores are also no longer needed.

If you sometimes struggle as I do with try-
ing to figure out what to watch next, you are not
alone. We just need to be thankful for the variety,
pick something that suits our mood at that time
and go with it. The other hundreds of items on
our various streaming watchlists will just have to
wait until tomorrow!

John can be reached at mytakeontech@ gmail.
com.

NOTICE OF SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY'S
PETITION FOR AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT NET INTERIM

SAVVY SENIOR

Managing an inherited IRA

Dear Savvy Senior,

What are the rules regarding inherited IRAs?
When my mom died this year, I inherited her tra-
ditional IRA and would like to know what I need
to do to execute it properly. Confused Daughter

Dear Confused,
I’m very sorry about the loss
of you mother. Inheriting an IRA
‘ from a parent has a unique set of
= rules you need to know, which
will help you make the most of
the money you inherit and avoid a
H tax-time surprise. Here are some
By Jm Miller  basics you should know.

Set-Up Inherited Account

Many people think they can roll an inherited
IRA into their own IRA. But if you inherit an
IRA from a parent, aunt, uncle, sibling or friend
you cannot roll the account into your own IRA or
treat the IRA as your own. Instead, you’ll have to
transfer your portion of the assets into a new IRA
set up and formally named as an inherited IRA
— for example, (name of deceased owner) for the
benefit of (your name).

If your mom’s IRA account has multiple bene-
ficiaries, it can be split into separate accounts for
each beneficiary. Splitting an account allows each
beneficiary to treat their own inherited portion as
if they were the sole beneficiary.

You can set up an inherited IRA with most any
bank or brokerage firm. However, the easiest op-
tion may be to open your inherited IRA with the
firm that held your mom’s account.

10-Year Withdrawal Rule

Due to the Secure Act, which was signed
into law in December 2019, most (but not all)
IRA beneficiaries must deplete an inherited IRA
within 10 years of the account owner’s death. It
applies to inherited IRAs if the owner died after
Dec. 31, 2019.

There’s no limit on when or how often you
withdraw money from the account, as long as the
account is empty by the end of the 10 years. That
is, you can choose to withdraw all of the money

at once, you can leave it sitting there for a decade
and then take it all out, or you can withdraw dis-

tributions over time. But be aware that with a tra-
ditional IRA, each withdrawal will be counted as

income and subject to taxes in the year you make
the withdrawal.

Exceptions to the Rule

There are several exceptions to the IRA 10-
year rule, including for a surviving spouse, minor
child, disabled or chronically ill beneficiary, or a
beneficiary who is within 10 years of age of the
original IRA owner. These beneficiaries may be
able to receive more time to draw down the ac-
count and pay the resulting tax bill.

For example, when you inherit an IRA from
a spouse, you can transfer the IRA balance into
your own account and delay distributions until
after you turn age 72.

Minor children must start required minimum
distributions from an inherited IRA but don’t be-
come subject to the 10-year rule until they reach
the “age of majority,” which is 18 in most states.
Disabled and chronically ill beneficiaries, and
those within 10 years of age of the original ac-
count owner have the option to stretch required
withdrawals over their lifetime.

Minimize Your Taxes

As tempting as it might be to cash out an
inherited IRA in a lump-sum withdrawal, tread
carefully. This option could leave you owing a
hefty sum when it’s time to file your taxes. With-
drawals from a traditional IRA generally are tax-
able as income, at your income tax rate.

For some people, it can be a smart tax move
to gradually draw down the account over the 10-
year period to avoid a large tax bill in a single
year and potentially being bumped into a high tax
bracket. Or, if you’re approaching retirement, say
in five years, you may want to wait to start with-
drawing from the account until you are retired,
and your income drops potentially putting you
into a lower tax bracket.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim

Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today show and author of
The Savvy Senior book.

FUEL SURCHARGE
O August 6, 2021, Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO) filed a

petition with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Commission) to imple-
ment a net interim fuel surcharge under Texas Utilities Code § 36.203 and 16
Texas Admin. Code (TAC) 5§ 25.236 and 25.237. The docket number assigned
to this proceeding is PUC Docket No. 52397, If the Commission approves this
petition, all of SWEPCO's Texas retail customers who pay fixed fuel factors
will be affected. SWEPCO’s petition affects only the fuel portion of the rates
that SWEPCO charges for electricity in Texas and does not affect non-fuel base
rates. These changes will be subject to final review by the Commission in
SWEPCOQs next fuel reconciliation case.

Because SWEPCO materially under-collected its fuel costs through June 30,
2021, and projects that it will continue to be in a state of material under-collec-
tion, SWEPCO secks to implement a net interim fuel surcharge. Through June
2021, SWEPCD matenally under-collected its total fuel and purchased power
expenses by an adjusted 5148,246,634, excluding interest.

Under 16 TAC § 25.236(e)(5), “all surcharges shall be made on a monthly basis
over a pericd not to exceed 12 months through a bill charge™ unless otherwise
ordered by the Commission. 16 TAC § 25.236{c) 1) states, “[i]nterest shall be
calculated on the cumulative monthly ending under- or over-recovery balance
at the rate established annually by the commission for overbilling and under-
billing in §25.28." A surcharge for SWEPCO s under-recovered fuel costs over
a 12-month penod using the Commission’s approved carmying charge would
result in a residential customer using 1000 kWh per month seeing an average
monthly increase of $28,46, or 27.06%, in their monthly electric bill during the
one-year surcharge perod.

To mitigate the impact on customers’ monthly bills, SWEPCO has requested
a good cause exception from the Commission to 16 TAC § 25.236({c)(5) and
has asked to implement this surcharge over a five-year or 60-month period, be-
ginning with the November 2021 billing period. SWEPCO has also requested
a good cause exception o 16 TAC § 25.236{c)(1) and proposes the use of the
Company's weighted average cost of capital (WACC) as the appropriale carry-
ing costs for the under-recovered fuel cost balance to be surcharged over a five-
vear pericd. Including interest at the Company™s WACC through the proposed
surcharge period inm the amount of 543,261,360, SWEPCO seeks 1o collect a net
total of $191,507,994, from its Texas retail customers through the requested
five-year surcharge period. If the Commission finds good cause for exceptions
e 16 TAC §% 25.236{ck 1) and 25.236(e)5), and approves SWEPCD s sur-
charge as requested, a residential customer using 1000 k'Wh per month will see
an average monthly increase of $7.25, or 6.89%, in their monthly electric bill
during the five-vear surcharge period.

SWEPCO proposes that customers receiving service pursuant to its As-Avail-
able Standby Service (AAS) and Large Lighting and Power Substation (LLP)
tariffs should have their surcharges calculated based on historical usage. SWEP-
CO proposes that other retail customers be surcharged through class refund
factors applied to their actual kWh usage during the applicable billing period.

Persons with guestions or who want more information on SWEPCO's peti-
tion may contact Southwestern Electric Power Company at 428 Travis Street,
Shreveport, Louisiana 71101, telephone toll free at (888) 216-3523 during nor-
mal business hours. A complete copy of this petition is available for inspection
at the address listed abowve. Persons who wish to formally participate in this
proceeding, or who wish 0 express their commenis concermning this petition
should contact the Public Utility Commission of Texas, Office of Consumer
Protection, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326, or call (312) 936-7120,
or toll free at (8B8) TR2-8477. Hearing and speech-impaired individuals with
text telephones (TTY) may call (512) 936-7 136 or use Relay Texas (toll free) at
(RO0) 735-2989. A request to intervene or for further information should refer-
ence Docket No, 52397,

Display Ad Deadline is
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Tips for trees recovering from Uri

It has been almost seven
months since winter storm Uri
blanketed Texas in a week-long
freeze, and despite ample rain,
many Texas trees are still show-
ing signs of stress. Tufts of leaves
give some a patchy, inverted look
— while others are losing vast
amounts of bark or seemingly
dying overnight — leaving many
Texas home and landowners
wondering what they should do.

Texas A&M Forest Service
and Neil Sperry, the Texas gar-
dening and horticulture expert,
joined forces in the spring to
send a unified message across
the state: wait. More specifically,
Gretchen Riley, the Urban and
Community Forestry program
leader at Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice, asked Texans to wait until
mid-July before cutting down
leafless trees.

The good news is that the vast
majority of trees that were late to
leaf out have mostly, if not fully,
recovered. Sickly or struggling
trees are harder to come by, and
time has lent a level of clarity as
to the state and likelihood of sur-
vival for most struggling trees.

Now the time has come for
Texans to make a decision: to
remove their trees or not.

The short answer

According to Riley, if your
tree is bare and hasn’t put out a
single leaf by now, it is almost
certainly dead. Waiting a few
more weeks, or even months,
won’t change that. Unfortunate-
ly, that applies across the board,
even to palm trees.

If that is the case for any of
your trees, it is probably time
to consider how and when to
remove your tree. The short an-
swer: remove when convenient
and with the help of a profes-
sional or certified arborist.

The long answer

By now, few trees are still
completely bare. The more com-
mon scenarios that arborists
and foresters are seeing across
the state are trees with poor or
patchy canopies. At this point in
the summer, and with all the rain
we’ve been receiving, healthy
trees should already have a full
canopy of leaves. The ones that
don’t were clearly affected by
the freeze.

That isn’t to say they won’t
be healthy and happy come next
spring. There are a few ways to
determine if your tree is in good
shape, or if it could use a helping
hand.

If more than 25 percent of
branches are filled with leaves,
there is still a chance for full re-
covery, according to experts.

It can be hard to remember
what a full canopy looked like
for a previously healthy tree,
and so Riley has come up with
another method for determining
a tree’s state.

One way you can monitor

your tree’s progress is by taking
a photo of your tree’s canopy
as soon as possible. Keep that
photo — remembering the angle
you took it from — and then wait
for next spring. Once the tree
has fully leafed out, take an-
other photo from that same spot,
and compare the pictures for im-
provements. If there is more foli-
age next spring, that means the
tree is in recovery.

Other complications

Patchy foliage isn’t the only
mark of a stressed or struggling
tree. Many Texas landowners
are finding deep, wide cracks
in the trunks of their oak trees.
According to Riley, these are
an exaggerated manifestation of
the more typical frost cracks or
“radial shakes.” “Frost cracks are
caused by a tree’s inability to en-
dure expansion and contraction
of the bark and wood that results
from the freezing of water inside
of the tree,” said Riley.

The recent surge in heat is
making frost cracks more visible
from winter storm Uri. Water ex-
pands when it freezes, and since
trees are more than 50 percent
water, trees that had started com-
ing out of dormancy leading up
to winter storm Uri were particu-
larly vulnerable to frost cracks.
As the water inside their trunk
and branches froze, it expanded.
But with their outer layer and
bark also frozen, the outside of
the tree wasn’t able to expand
with the inside — leading to rup-
tures in the trunk and bark.

Many of those cracks were
only partially visible, if not invis-
ible, following the winter storm.
The recent surge of summer heat,
however, has exacerbated those
cracks, making them more vis-
ible in some trees. “The good
news is that trees have amazing,
built-in mechanisms for recover-
ing from trunk damage and frost
cracks,” said Riley. “So, trees
with one or two cracks should
be able to seal themselves with
relative ease.”

On the flip side, bark is still
essential for protection against
pests and diseases. Trees with
multiple cracks or lots of exposed
wood are unlikely to recover, and
trees with few but deep cracks
should be monitored closely.

The few exceptions are lace-
bark elms, sycamores and crape
myrtles. Those are more likely to
survive since, in most cases, the
damage appears to be a shredding
of the outermost layer of bark,
sparing the wood itself. Howev-
er, you should still watch closely
for oozing discharge and other
signs of stress, such as brown-
ing foliage or expanding cracks,
leading up to next spring.

Root shoots

Surprisingly, a large number
of trees, and a variety of species,

are sprouting up shoots from the
base of their trunks and root sys-

tems. While that might seem like
a desperate attempt from the tree
to stay alive, it’s actually a great
way for landowners to grow and
nurture a tree from a tiny sapling
back to a fully grown adult. It
can mature much quicker than
usual.

You will still have to remove
the old tree, but the method should
save you the cost of grinding its
stump, as well as buying and
planting a new tree: which would
likely grow at a slower rate than
your root shoots, anyway. Crape
myrtles, in particular, can grow
back with astounding speed.

Tree pruning and removal

There are few decisions more
difficult than when or how to re-
move a tree from your property.
Trees have immense sentimental
and monetary value. But their
worth is rarely more than your
roof, your house or your life.

You can start by removing
dead branches or by pruning
back the dead ends of branches
on trees that experienced signifi-
cant dieback. Those branches are
more likely to break off and in-
jure property or people than the
main body of the tree. It is still
a dangerous and difficult task
though, and Texas A&M Forest
Service — along with Sperry and
countless other industry experts
— highly recommend enlisting
the services of an I.S.A. certified
arborist.

Tree care and replacement

Once your trees have been
pruned or removed, it’s essential
to maintain a watchful eye. Our
trees have been spoiled with an
unusually wet spring and sum-
mer, but with August coming
in hot and fast, Texas soils are
bound to dry up quickly — and
our trees don’t need anything
that might put them over the
edge.

Meanwhile, if you’re planning
on replacing a tree that you've
had removed, Sperry recom-
mends that you don’t put the new
tree right where you had the old
one, unless you have the stump
ground out when a professional
comes to remove the dead tree.

Moving forward

Winter storm Uri was an un-
precedented experience for much
of Texas. Temperatures fell well
below freezing, plaguing the state
for almost an entire week — and
it hit right after a heat wave trig-
gered many of our state’s trees
into leafing out early.

So don’t overthink which tree
to plant next, or whether you
should remove a tree before its
time. Simply remove the ones
that are dead or dying, take care
of the trees that are still living as
best you can, and look forward to
next spring when they will hope-
fully come back in full.

Written by Stephen O’Shea
stephen.oshea@tfs.tamu.edu



Area VI'Ds honor firefighter, veteran

Contributed photo

Area volunteer fire fighting departments led the funeral procession for Tawakoni Assistant Fire Chief Curtis Hough on September
6. The convoy began in Greenville, proceeded down Hwy. 69 to Emory, turned west on to Hwy. 276 and ended in West Tawakoni.

CDC.GOV

Boil water advisory? What does it mean?

If your local health authori-
ties issue a boil water advisory,
you should use bottled water
or boil tap water because your
community’s water is, or could
be, contaminated with germs
that can make you sick.

Advisories may include infor-
mation about preparing food,
beverages, or ice; dishwashing;
and hygiene, such as brushing
teeth and bathing. Standard rec-
ommendations usually include
this advice:

Use bottled or boiled water
for drinking, and to prepare and
cook food.

If bottled water is not avail-
able, bring water to a full rolling
boil for 1 minute (at elevations
above 6,500 feet, boil for 3 min-
utes), then allow it to cool before
use.

Boil tap water even if it is
filtered.

Do not use water from any
appliance connected to your

water line, such as ice and water
from a refrigerator.
Breastfeeding is the best infant
feeding option. If you formula
feed your child, provide ready-
to-use formula, if available.

Handwashing

In many situations, you can
use tap water and soap to wash
hands. Follow the guidance from
your local public health offi-
cials.

Be sure to scrub your hands
with soap and water for at least
20 seconds, and rinse them well
under running water.

If soap and water are not
available, use an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer that contains at
least 60 percent alcohol.

Bathing and showering

Be careful not to swallow any
water when bathing or shower-
ing.

Use caution when bathing

Tips for renters

The Better Business Bureau
(BBB) is reminding renters to
use caution when looking for
rental property. In 2020, 7,593
complaints were filed through
the BBB against apartment com-
plexes and real estate rentals
with the majority of the issues
revolving around their services,
billing and repairs.

BBB Scam Tracker reports
indicate that many con art-
ists steal online rental listings
— including the photos of the
house or apartment and the
property description — and cre-
ate their own listings, which
look legitimate but contain the
scammer’s contact information
instead of the property owner’s
or rental agent’s. They may work
out a deal with potential buyers
or renters over the phone, insist-
ing that because of an emergency
or circumstances outside of their
control, they are not able to meet
in person or show the property.
Instead, they’ll set up a drive by
of the property to view from the
outside and then, send a contract
by mail or email. The entire
transaction is done virtually.

Once the contract is signed,
they ask for a deposit and first
month’s rent. In return, they
promise to mail the keys once
the funds have cleared. Sadly, no
key arrives. The phone and email
address that worked before dur-
ing the negotiation process are
shut down and the cash is gone.

The BBB provides the follow-
ing recommendations before put-
ting down a deposit on a rental
property:

* Look out for too-good-to-be-

true deals. If someone offers a
great rental for an extremely low
price, compare the same prop-
erty in the same neighborhood
and ask questions.

* Double check the business
address. If a website has a busi-
ness address, search the address.
If the address pops up on a map
as a residential address, a vacant
property, empty lot or overseas,
chances are it’s probably not a
legitimate business.

* Confirm the identity of the
landlord. A legitimate landlord
won’t hesitate to show their ID
and allow a photo to be taken.
Confirm the real property owner
by checking county registers.

* See the property in person.
Never sign a lease or make a
deposit without seeing the prop-
erty in person first.

* Never pay via unconven-
tional methods. Once deposit is
sent via wire transfer, pre-paid
credit card, gift card or other
uncommon method of payment,
the money is gone with very little
chance of getting it back.

* Watch out for red flags. If a
property has a for-sale sign, but
the landlord wants to rent, use
caution. It’s also suspicious to
find a broken lockbox. Check
local rental and sales listings.
See if the property is on there
before going to an open house.

Use the services of a reputable
rental agency. Find agents you
can trust on BBB.org.

To report fraudulent activity or
unscrupulous business practices,
please call the BBB at 903-581-
5704 or use BBB ScamTracker.
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babies and young children. Con-
sider giving them a sponge bath
to reduce the chance of them
swallowing water.

Brushing teeth

Brush teeth with boiled or bot-
tled water. Do not use untreated
tap water.

Washing dishes

If possible, use disposable
plates, cups and utensils during
a boil water advisory.

Household dishwashers gen-
erally are safe to use if the water
reaches a final rinse temperature
of at least 150 degrees Fahren-
heit (65.55°Celsius), or if the
dishwater has a sanitizing cycle.

Sterilize all baby bottles.

To wash dishes by hand:

Wash and rinse the dishes as
you normally would using hot
water.

In a separate basin, add 1 tea-
spoon of unscented household

TXDOT

liquid bleach for each gallon of
warm water.
Soak the rinsed dishes in the
water for at least one minute.
Let the dishes air dry com-
pletely before using again.

Laundry

It is safe to wash clothes as
usual.

Cleaning

Use bottled water, boiled
water, or water that has been
disinfected with bleach to clean
washable toys and surfaces.

Caring for pets

Pets can get sick by some
of the same germs as people or
spread germs to people. Provide
bottled or boiled water after it
has been cooled for pets to use.

Caring for your garden
and houseplants

You can use tap water for
household plants and gardens.

Every 9 hours — a
drunk driving death

AUSTIN — No parent should
ever receive the kind of devastat-
ing news that two Bryan police
officers delivered to Pam Todaro
early one Saturday morning. At
6:45 a.m. on August 9, 2014,
they appeared on her doorstep
to tell her that her 25-year-old
son had been killed in a drunk
driving crash.

Her son Dillon was driving
home from a fish fry and died
instantly when his truck ran off
the road hitting a brick mailbox
and concrete pole. His blood
alcohol concentration (BAC)
was 0.16, twice the legal limit.

Dillon is just one of nearly
a thousand people killed every
year in drunk driving crashes in
Texas. Stories like his are part
of Texas Department of Trans-
portation’s (TxDOT) Faces of
Drunk Driving campaign that
puts real faces behind the sta-
tistics.

Last year there were 963
DUI-alcohol related fatalities.
That means on average, a person
in Texas dies every nine hours
and six minutes as a result of a
traffic crash involving alcohol.

One of the new faces of the
campaign, 25-year-old Wal-
ter Tidwell, talks about those
regrets. He shares details of the
night he decided to hop in his
car and drive home alone after
a long night of drinking. Fortu-
nately, Tidwell was pulled over
after driving the wrong way
down a one-way street before he

could hurt himself or someone
else.

He just recently resolved the
case after three years of court
visits and will undergo alcohol
and drug offender courses, com-
munity service and probation.
Tidwell hopes his story will con-
vince others to drive sober.

TxDOT’s new campaign will
feature events around the state
to share stories of Texans who
deal with the consequences of a
drunk driving crash every day.
Events will include an exhibit of
powerful testimonials on video
in English and Spanish. Full
video stories and other drunk
driving facts can be found at
https://www.facesofdrunkdriv-
ing.com.

The Faces of Drunk Driv-
ing is an important aspect of
the Drive Sober. No Regrets.
campaign which are key com-
ponents of #EndTheStreakTX, a
broader social media and word-
of-mouth effort that encourages
drivers to make safer choices
while behind the wheel, like
wearing a seat belt, driving the
speed limit, never texting and
driving and never driving under
the influence of alcohol or other
drugs. November 7, 2000, was
the last deathless day on Texas
roadways.

#EndTheStreakTX asks all
Texans to commit to driving
safely to help end the streak
of daily deaths on Texas road-
ways.
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Cameron wins
$50 drawing

Contributed photo

Rains ISD Jr. High teacher and coach Keaton Cameron (right) is
presented with the $50 classroom supplies prize by superintendent
Jennifer Johnson (left). Hopkins-Rains Retired School Personnel
recently donated $50 to each school district in Hopkins and Rains
counties. Returning teachers from each district participated in a draw-
ing for $50 to use for classroom supplies.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Dalgleish baby boy

Trey and Jennifer Hill of Emory
proudly announce the arrival of
their grandson, Thomas Quade
Dalgleish. Tommy was born on
Friday, September 3, 2021, at
4:23 p.m. at Katy Birth Center in
Katy to Nathan and Alyssa (Hill)
Dalgleish of Sugar Land. At
birth, Tommy weighed 8 pounds,
6.9 ounces and was 21 inches in
length.

His grandparents also include
Alex and Margaret Dalgleish of
Magnolia. Great-grandparents
are Mary Jane Dalgleish of Aus-
tin, Doris and the late Jim Toney
of Indiana, Stan and Betty Mer-
ritt of Georgia, Troy and Suzanne
Jacobs of Emory, and the late
Earl and Carolyn Hill. Great-
great grandmother is Margie
Jacobs of Point.
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Emory, Texas 75440
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Sheriff’s Report

The Rains Co. Sheriff’s Of-
fice took the following reports
of activity during the week of
August 27-31:

Arrests

8-27: Brian
Joseph  Bell,
Arp. Driving
while intoxicat-
ed, 3 days court
order.

8-29: Isaiah
Edward Jack-
son, Emory.
Public intoxication, $202 fine.

8-29: Darrell Rayburn Glo-
sup, Quitman. Possession of
marijuana less than 2 oz., $1,000
bond; indictment possession
of a controlled substance PG 1
greater than or equal to 1 gr. less
than 4 gr., $10,000 bond.

8-30: Sheila Kay Boyanton,

DAVID TRAYLOR
Rains County Sheriff

TAMU

Point. Aggravated assault of a
family member, $50,000 bond.

8-31: David Adolfo Meza,
Mesquite. Unauthorized use of
a motor vehicle, $5,000 bond;
evading arrest with a vehicle,
$10,000 bond.

There were 5 arrests for the
week; 1 released after time
served on court order; 1 re-
leased after time served; and
1 released on PR bond. As of
Wednesday, September 1, there
were 28 males and 5 females in
custody.

Calls

8-27: Emory Sky Line Dr.
Male refusing to leave a resi-
dence, Hwy. 276 Disturbance
between a brother and sister and
brother is tripping out, Hwy. 19S
at county line Motorist assist
after hitting something in the

road, CR 1397 Medical assist
65-year-old male with COVID,
CR 3210 Female bit by a dog
while walking, Emory Woods
St. Vehicle burglar alarm went
off and someone was running
away from the vehicle, East
Tawakoni (ET) Oakleaf Tr. Pos-
sible prowler, CR 4265 Male
needs lift assistance, Hwy. 276
west of FM 47 Vehicle on fire.
8-28: Point Rabe Rd. Two
people trespassing, PR 7422
Dog attacked another dog, FM
515 Star Mart Vehicle pulled in
barely off the road and driver
passed out and is unresponsive,
CR 1402 Theft of medication,
Public service from Hopkins
Co. Hospital reference a man
bitten by his own dog, CR 1310
60-year-old male passed out
twice and fell and hit head on
the concrete and needs medical
assistance, Emory Max-A-Mart

Livestock owners must
register brands

Branding every year is a
tradition on most livestock op-
erations. But another tradition
of sorts takes place with those
branding marks — every 10 years
they must be registered with
the county clerk where they are
used.

All brands in Texas must be
registered again with county
clerks beginning Aug. 31. Pur-
suant to Texas Agriculture Code
Section 144.044, every 10 years,
all livestock and horse brands
throughout the state expire. The
current registrations expired Au-
gust 31, and will require action
within the next six months.

If a livestock owner uses
brands, earmarks, tattoos or
electronic devices to mark their
cattle, hogs, sheep, goats or
horses, they must register the
brands with the county clerk,
said Tiffany Dowell Lashmet,

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service agricultural law special-
ist, Amarillo. “This is an impor-
tant detail for brand holders not
to overlook,” Lashmet said.

All livestock brands must be
registered at the county clerk’s
office in every county where the
owner has livestock, according
to Texas Agriculture Code. The
registration will require identify-
ing the brand itself, along with
the location where the brand or
other identifying information is
placed on the animal.

Brand holders will have a six-
month period, through February
28, to renew their brand registra-
tion in each county where they
have livestock, Lashmet said. If
they fail to renew their registra-
tion in that time frame, then the
brand will essentially be up for
grabs, and anyone will be able
to select and register the brand

Subscribe online at
RainsCounty Leader.com
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in his or her name.

There may be different proce-
dures for the renewal at different
county clerk’s offices, so brand
holders should contact the appli-
cable offices to find out the best
way to complete the renewal of
the registration. Fees for the
renewal also vary by county,
and more information can be ob-
tained from county clerks across
the state.

Once producers renew their
brands, the brands will be in
place until August 30, 2031. The
use of a brand or mark that is not
registered with the county clerk
will constitute a misdemeanor
offense punishable by a fine up
to $500, according to the Texas
Agriculture Code.

written by Kay Ledbetter,
skledbetter @ag.tamu.edu
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NORTHEAST TEXAS FARMERS CO-OP

DATES: WHERE:
Thursday Sulphur Springs, Texas
Sept, 2, 2021 Hopkin Co. Civic Center

RSVP

Thursday
Sept. 9, 2021
RSVP

Tuesday
Sept. 14, 2021
RSVP

Thursday
Sept. 16, 2021
RSVP

903-885-3143

Greenville, Texas
Fletcher Warren Civic Center
903-455-6365

Canton, Texas
Farm & Ranch Center
903-567-5223

Clarksville, Texas
Farm & Ranch Center
903-427-1922

Serving Hamburgers with fixings ar 5:45 PM

Meeting 6:45 o 8:00 PM
Covering 2021 fall planting options
Winser feeding options
Doer prizes.
POA-RRE-3143 MLA-A55-6165 BiA3-567.5213 M3-427-1912
418 N, Juckson 1601 BOIS IV ARC 24662 State Hwy 84 103 Hwy 378
Sulphur Springs, TX Greeaville, TX Canton, TX Clarksville, TX 75426

Minor two-vehicle accident in
the parking lot, Emory Plant-
ers St. Burglar alarm, Emory
Lennon Dr. Medical assist 50-
year-old female with several is-
sues, CR 4530 Medical assist
65-year-old male fell out of the
bed and hurt his back.

8-29: Emory Hwy. 69 and
Hwy. 19 at Max-A-Mart Vehicle
on fire, Emory Hwy. 19N Suspi-
cious male in Dodge pickup, CR
2250 Dune buggy being driven
up and down the road, CR 3365
Medical assist male with breath-
ing issues, Emory Brookshire’s
parking lot Two guns stolen out
of a vehicle, CR 2610 Burglar
alarm, FM 2324 Burglar alarm,
CR 3236 four vehicles broken
into overnight, ET Mohawk Tr.
Boyfriend locked girlfriend out
of her own home, Hwy. 19N
Male walking and keeps falling
and needs medical assistance,

CR 3345 Medical assist male
with chest pains and breathing
issues.

8-30: Point Dollar General
Two men sitting on the sidewalk
left a speaker behind, Emory
Duffy St. Break-in and social
security card was torn up, CR
1399 Female keeps walking
off from home, Public service
call from Mount Vernon ISD in
reference to two children liv-
ing on CR 1535 in Rains Co.,
Hwy. 276 Abandoned vehicle,
FM 779 Two colts out, CR 3330
Reference criminal mischief at
a property, CR 1610 Abandoned
vehicle on private property,
Emory west Quitman St. Medi-
cal assist 83-year-old female fell
off the porch, FM 275 Propane
tanks leaking, Point Ave. B Fe-
male hit male in the neck with
an ax, Public service reference
missing ID, Point Ave. B Pos-

LAKE TAWAKONI BRIDGE
Two-mile bridge named
for fallen soldier

By CHUCK FITTS

Rains County Leader staff

The Hwy. 276 bridge over
Lake Tawakoni in Hunt and Rains
counties was officially named
Staff Sergeant Shawn Henry
McNabb Memorial Bridge as of
September 1.

The bridge, unofficially
known as Two-Mile bridge, was
officially renamed by Texas Sen-
ate Bill 1208 authored by State
Senator Bob Hall. A similar bill,
House Bill 3068, was filed by
State Representative Bryan Sla-
ton. The Senate Bill passed the
Texas Senate in April and the
Texas House of Representatives
in May before being signed into
law by the governor on June 14.

An official dedication cer-
emony was rescheduled from
early September as representa-
tives are currently taking part
in the special session in Austin
and no new date has been an-
nounced.

The new signage for both
ends of the bridge over Lake
Tawakoni is scheduled to be in-
stalled this year.

Emory
Livestock Auction

The following is a consolidated
report of the Emory Livestock Auc-
tion Inc. auctions held:

Tue., Aug. 31 Sat., Sept. 4
658 Head 1052
116 Sellers 223
STEERS*
$100-210 Under 300 $100-215
$95-200 300-400  $90-200
$80-175 400-500  $85-175
$80-165 Over 500 $75-155
HEIFERS*
$95-185 Under 300 $90-185
$85-175 300-400  $80-175
$80-155 400-500  $75-155
$70-150 Over 500 $65-150
SLAUGHTER#*
$25-81  Packer cows $25-76
$65-97  Packer bulls  $60-97
PAIRS

$1000-1400 Top $1000-1350

$850-1000 LowMiddle $500-1000
OTHERS*

$55-100 Stocker cows — $45-125

$50-250 Calves (hd) $25-250

$150-700 Horses (hd) $150-800

$45-350 Goats/Sheep (hd) $35-400

* per hundred Ib. unless noted otherwise

McNabb, 24, died on Octo-
ber 26, 2009, of wounds suf-
fered when the helicopter he was
aboard crashed during an opera-
tion in Afghanistan. He was on
his fifth deployment in support
of the Global War on Terrorism.

A press release concerning
the renaming of the bridge stated
that the family lives in Poetry
in far south Hunt County and
his father, Hunt County Justice
of the Peace David McNabb, is
a retired firefighter and para-
medic with the Greenville Fire
Department, while his mother is
a nurse.

Following his graduation from
Terrell High School, McNabb
volunteered for the United States
Army in July of 2003. After
basic and individual training, he
was assigned to the 702nd Com-
bat Support Medical Company
in South Korea as a healthcare
specialist.

McNabb served as a flight
medic in the 57th Air Medi-
cal Ambulance Company and
an emergency care Sergeant for
the 106th Special Operations
Aviation Regiment (Airborne),

sible theft of a camera, CR 3381
Wallet, keys and purse taken in
the past few days.

08-31: FM 47 Medical assist
67-year-old male with breathing
issues, Hwy. 276 ET Stolen ve-
hicle spotted and driver fled and
a pursuit ended in Quinlan with
one male taken into custody,
FM 2795 Cow out, FM 779 Ve-
hicle hit a horse, Point south 1st
street Medical assist person with
breathing issues, Hwy. 69 north
of Point Bull out, Point behind
community center Screaming
heard, FM 514 Medical assist
male with COVID, Point Max-
A-Mart Burglar alarm, PR 5501
Deceased person found in the
bathroom, CR 3380 Reference
things taken from vehicles,
Hwy. 19S Domestic disturbance
between exes.

known as the Night Stalkers.

McNabb was posthumously
awarded the Bronze Star Medal,
the Purple Heart, the Merito-
rious Service Medal, the Air
Medal and the Combat Action
Badge. His other awards and
decorations included Air Medal,
the Army Commendation Medal
for Valor, the Army Commenda-
tion Medal, three Army Achieve-
ment Medals, the Meritorious
Unit Commendation Medal, two
Army Good Conduct Medals, the
National Defense Service Medal,
the Korean Defense Service
Medal, the Afghanistan Cam-
paign Medal-Campaign Star,
the Iraqi Campaign Medal- two
Campaign Stars, the Global War
On Terrorism Service Medal, the
Noncommissioned Officer Pro-
fessional Development Ribbon,
the Army Service Ribbon, the
Overseas Service Ribbon, the
Combat Action Badge, the Basic
Aviation Badge, the Parachutist
Badge and the Expert Marks-
manship Qualification Badge
(Rifle).

Rains ISD
Announces Child
Find Efforts

Rains ISD anuncia
esfuerso de ncuentra
de ninos

Hains 150 olfers comprebhensne
special educalron servct ieligible
studemis ages three through 21 vears
and o childeen from barth throagh
age 21 years who have a heanng or
viia] amparment. Chaldren from
Earths b age throe with other disabls-
3es willl e relermod 10 appropoaie
agencaes for servioed.

All relemmals are considerod conly-
diemiial, and services are providad al
it cosl. The parent, legal paardian,
of sumogale parent retins the nght
to refase serveots and are provided
oiher procedural saleguards under
federal and stans law

Fublic schoed sorvices mclude
sCTocning i\ ancas ol suspechod dis-
nbalitics, such & viston, heanng.
miobor skalls, speech, language, and
pendral dovelopment. Evaluanions in
the schinnls e provsded for several
preas of suspecied disabilales, s
chading leaming disabahnies, speech
and language development, piyvs-
cal impasmments. viskon o hear-
mg problems, inbcllecieal Jdisabil-
iy, emational desbarbances, augsm,
Iealth migumenls, oF Faumals
[efsanny 1 UsEs.

A roe, sppropime, pebls educs-
t3om with a full continsum of servae-
ci 5 avindable. For meore miorma-
mon concerming gty crena
and refemal procodures, comiac] the
prancipal or coansesar of vour local
sciocd of call the Fains 1L, Lhrec-
tor of Special Educatson, Jenmifer
Mleluon ap () 4732200 x 4119,

Fain 158} ofrece un servicio inlegral
de educecitn pam edudinie degibles
en s edades de 3 5 21 aflos v para ni-
flos desde 0 {oern) hasts los 21 ofios que
tienen discapacidad visual y auditive. Lios
nifhon de () o) o 5 (oo aidox]) que ten-
gan oetrs. discapacidiades senin rematidos
1 la spenpinds agencia pam que chisegan
low servicins requeridos

Toakas I remisiones senin oonsii
ermde confidenciales v los servicios s
prestados. sin mingnin cosin, Los padees o
represenianies kegales v padies sstomos
tieenen ef derecho de recharsr ks senvicios
¥ les serd proveido otmo procedimiento de
separiidad hajo [y ley federsd v euiatal

Los sevvicios de lns esooelas pdhlica
imluyen ex imenes on chertas freas donde
s soepechn de alpuns discapacidad tales
ooy visidn, modicitn, hahilidades mo
tores, habla ¥ lenpamje ¥ discapacidades
de] dessrrollo en genersl. La evaluscidn
en las escuchss pdblicas ex prestads por
diveres e en s goe e wapecks de
ofres discapecidades talles como apren
dizaje, dearmillo del hahla v lenguage,
discapacidad fisica, problemas de visidn
y wodcidn, discopecidsd mtelectuml,
treniomos. emockmales, autiamo, rob-
lema de salad o traumas corehrales

Una educaciin grbs, spropisd,
continus ¥ oon todos los senvcios estd
disponible. Pem mis mformacitn sobwe
low oviterion de elegihilidsd y procesos de
remisiin, contacie &l principal o al con-
sejern de su escoela bocal o Hams: & Fsing
1503, 2 la direciom de Fdocaciin Espe-
cial, Jenniler Melion of (9035 473 2222
4119,

Ralns 150 & Andrews Cenler
ECH{Early Childbood Intervention) 1-566-610-0400
(serving children birth to three vears of apge)
Rains 151 Special Edecation Director
(03} 4732222, ext. 4109
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TEXAS FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE®

Hopkins-Rains
County Farm Bureau

Business Meeting

Civic CENTER

Tuesday, September 21, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
No meal will be provided

FoFis, (T Bichmil v CTFiE

Hopkins Co. Civic Center
1200 Houston St.
Sulphur Springs, Texas
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ALBA

10th anniversary
Opening Celebration

The Alba Public Library will
hold a 10th anniversary Open-
ing Celebration on Saturday,
September 18, from noon-4:00
p-m. Light refreshments will be
served.

The Alba Public Library com-
mittee was established in 2008
and it took two years of hard
work and dedication to be able
to open the doors on December
11, 2010. Now, the library has
over 16,500 books catalogued,
with new books arriving every
week. The library has hosted

WINNSBORO

several authors, who discussed
their recent works with library
members and the community.

Volunteers host weekly Story
Time for younger children. The
Summer Reading program for
2021 was a community suc-
cess. In December, we plan to
host several Reading in Pajama
events as part of our family read-
ing program.

The museum has expanded to
add many new pieces including
a 100-year-old dress worn by
Madelyn Cain Matthews, former

owner of the library building.
We have added a collection from
the country singer-songwriter
and Grand Ole Opry performer,
Leon Payne.

Due to the pandemic, vol-
unteers open every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Sat-
urday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p-m. We are always looking for
more volunteers to join us.

We are grateful for the many
years we have been able to serve
the community, and look for-
ward to many many more!

Under the stars
Renaissance festival

Winnsboro Center for the Arts
(WCA) is celebrating its 20th
anniversary this year with a spe-
cial evening ‘“under the stars”
with magical Renaissance fes-
tivities Saturday, September 25,
at the Winnsboro Civic Cen-
ter. Attendees are encouraged to
wear period attire as they gather
for dinner and appetizers and
fun activities including an out-
door marketplace, ale and wine
garden, fortune teller, and other
16th-century entertainment.

Live music fills the air topped
off with a concert by Emmy- and
Grammy-nominated Celtic fid-

dler, Mairéad Nesbitt, one of the
founding members of the world-
renowned group Celtic Woman.
As the featured violin soloist on
11 Celtic Woman albums, each
title achieved the coveted num-
ber-one slot on the Billboard
World Music Chart.

Ticket prices range from $25
to $100 and sponsorship levels
from $500 to $5,000. On the
low end of the pricing spectrum,
guests can enjoy the outdoor
Renaissance market and garden
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Other levels
kick in from 7:00-10:00 p.m.,
including dinner and entertain-

ment, special seating, compli-
mentary goblets and mead, and
a meet-and-greet brunch takes
place with Nesbitt on Sunday at
Bar W Ranch.

Proceeds from the event ben-
efit the Winnsboro Center for the
Arts and their new performing
arts building. The new venue
will host a wide range of com-
munity activities from concerts
and theater to youth camps and
wedding receptions. Find all
ticket levels and more informa-
tion on www.RenaissanceUnder
TheStars.com.
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Believers' Baptist Church

By Linda Brendle
“The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the Holy One is
insight.”
Proverbs 9:10
Pastor Jason returned to the
Wisdom for Life series from
Proverbs with a sermon, titled
“Four People You Meet in Life.”
He said those people are Lady
Wisdom who you meet through
a saving relationship with Christ,
the Scoffer who thinks his own
wisdom is enough, the Wise
Man who heeds Wisdom’s call
and becomes even wiser, and
Lady Folly who traps her vic-

tims by offering lies and empty
promises. Choose what God has
given us through the Son, and
then live the choice.

The women’s morning Bible
study begins with a study of
Matthew on Wednesdays at 9:30
a.m.

The men’s Spiritual Founda-
tion Class meets Wednesday at
6:00 p.m. to study chapter 2
of Everyone’s a Theologian: An
Introduction to Systematic The-
ology.

The Adventure Club meets
next Sunday at 4:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by a Sunday meal at 5:30.
Sign up for the meal on the

church website. The Sunday eve-
ning study of Philippians meets
after that at 6:30.

Episode 89 on the Asking for
a Friend podcast is “Who are the
merciful and what mercy do they
receive?” The link to the podcast
will be available on September 9
at www.bbcemory.org.

The Military Biblestock Proj-
ect provides an audible copy
of the New Testament to mili-
tary personnel on request. Each
Biblesticks is $25. BBC will
take donations for that ministry
through October 3.

Country Baptist Church

By Donna Boughton

God always showers us with
blessings when we are faith-
ful to His service. Sunday was
no different. Though we were
small in number, God’s favor
was upon us.

Joel Frazier led the opening
song and dismissed us to our
classes. Donna Jones had a great
children’s class. They learned
about the plant life God cre-
ated and the beautiful, color-
ful world for us to enjoy. The

adult class continued to study
John MacArthur’s book, Unlike-
ly Heroes. The lesson focused
on the physically strong Samson
who was very weak in his spiri-
tual life. The title for our lesson
was “Born to Be Wild.”

Joel continued to lead our
worship service. After a time
of offering praises for the week
and prayer petition requests, I
brought the morning prayer.

Pastor Mike Frazier’s mes-
sage continued to expound on

the presence of the Holy Spir-
it using the parable Christ told
about the five foolish virgins
and the five wise virgins. His
questions were, How much oil
do we have in our lamps, what
is happening in our world today,
and why is it all happening? We
ended service with the question,
“Will Jesus find us waiting and
watching for His return?”

Have a wonderful week but
continue to pray for our com-
munity.

Emory United Methodist Church

By Mary White
“But the Lord said to him,”’Go,
for he is a chosen vessel of Mine
to bear My name before Gen-
tiles, kings, and the children of
Israel”
Acts 9:15
Rev. Banks message, titled
“When God Rewrites your Sto-
ry” with scripture texts taken
from Acts, told about Saul’s con-
version. We all have a story that
takes twists and turns in our life
time. The good news is God is
always with us through all our
ups and downs. No mistake we

make is bigger than what God
can fix. So let us end our story
with a happy ending.

On Wednesday, September
8, at 8:30, Winds of the Spirit
Prayer Team will meet, and at
5:00, there is a SPRC meet-
ing. Friday, September 10, at
6:00, there will be a game night
in the fellowship hall. Everyone
is welcome for domino’s, cards
and food.

Our Communion offering for
the month is Tanzania Moto, a
ministry that provides real hope
to families through micro loans

and small business opportunities
to equip and change those fami-
lies forever.

Birthday wishes go to Doris
Wilson and Tracy Simpler. Anni-
versary wishes go to Kerry and
Karen Culberson.

Prayers are for Randy Lew-
is and Kim, Jaycee and Daniel
Logsdon and all our service men
and women.

Fall is just around the corner
and that makes me happy. Have
a great week and remember God
loves you.

Bright Star Baptist Church

Baptiot Chanch
2 miles west of Hwy. 19N on FM 514
Sunday School ......... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship ......11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ......6:00 p.m.
Wed. night ........cc..... 7:00 p.m.

Pastor Joe Pierce
903-886-6522

Open Hearts, Open Minds,
Open Doors
Emory United
Methodist
Church

Dr. David Banks

456 N. Texas Street
One Block from Square

Worship Services .. .9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Phone 903-473-2411

County Line
Baptist Church

Bro. Wayne Darty

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night  7:00 p.m.

nursery available
HWY. 275, 3 miles south
of Miller Grove
903-994-2125 » 903-459-3219

Everyone is welcome at

Bright Star
Baptist Church

P.O. Box 680, Alba, TX 75410
Two miles West of Alba on
FM 2795, 1-1/2 miles N. of US 69

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service  11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ~ 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study  7:00 p.m.

Pastor: Bro. Jerry Jackson Jr.
903-513-3120 * 903-569-7100

Galvary
Baptist Church

INDEPENDENT
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Sunday School
Worship
Worship

Pastor: Jimmy Jarrett

Hwys. 515 & 779, 2-1/2 Miles
East of Emory ¢ 903-474-9463

Chapel Hill
Baptist Church

Bonanza Community

“The church with an open
door and an open heart”

Sunday School  10:00 a.m.
Church Service  11:00 a.m.
Evening Service  5:00 p.m.

Wed. Night Service 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Billy Walker
EVERYONE WELCOME!

By Glenda Galyean
“And he arose, and came to
his father. But when he was yet
a great way off, his father saw
him, and had compassion and
ran and fell on his neck and
kissed him.”
Luke 15:20
Last Wednesday evening fol-
lowing our family meal, the
youth had a great time sing-
ing before Bro. Andrew Grills’s
interesting lesson from Job. Bro.
Jerry brought a wonderful mes-
sage for the adults from Philip-
pians.
Our Sunday morning service
was wonderful. We were blessed

to have a lot of visitors. (Joey’s
parents from Ohio were some
of them). Joey and Ashlen Day
sang the special before Bro. Jer-
ry brought a heart-stirring mes-
sage from Luke about the father
of the prodigal son, titled “A
Father’s Love.”

Our evening service was very
good as well. Ashlen, Joey and
Rebecca sang the special before
Bro. Jerry’s message from I Tim-
othy.

The Reynolds and the DeVores
made the trip to the Native Indi-
an Reservation in South Dako-
ta. The participation for coats,
toboggans, gloves, blankets, etc.

was so great, they had to get a
bigger trailer. Praise the Lord!
They attended church Sunday
morning, had lunch with the
people, and then began the jour-
ney back home.

This coming Sunday will be
jam packed. We will have a bap-
tismal service, and then will have
a special 9/11 Memorial Service.
Our guest speaker will be Doug
Hill who was there when it hap-
pened. In the evening service,
Bro. David Reynolds will be
preaching.

Have a super blessed and safe
week.

Send church news to the
Rains County Leader at
news @ rainscountyleader.com

We invite you to study God’s
Word with us soon.

CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hwy. 69 N. ¢ P.O. Box 68
Emory, TX 75440
903-473-2658

Sunday Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ~ 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Freedom (Tj

Church of God
10830 FM 514
6 mi. N on Hwy. 19, east on 514

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening ~ 7:00 p.m.

Nursery ~ Children’s Church
Come Worship With Us

Pastor David Hamm
Church 903-473-2457

MIRACLE FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Independent)

820 SH 276 * Emory
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
ALL SERVICES NOW INSIDE
Wed. Night Youth  5:30 p.m.
Wed. Night Service  6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Robert Burns I1

Church: 903-473-3238

Pilgrims Rest
Baptist Church

1140 FM 2964, Emory

Sunday School........ 9:45 am.
Morning Worship....11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.
“Reaching Out Because We Care”
Pastor Keith Prather

www.pilgrimsrestbaptistchurch.org

int

h of

Christ
Bible Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.

Evening Worship  6:00 p.m.
Wed. Eve. Service 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!

Richard Kellam
www.pointchurchofchrist.org

ch

St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Ry, Vicior Hema ez
551 Eash FM 2705
B3ATEENE

Surnday 11200 AM English
12:30 PM Spanish

Tuesday &30 PM  Bilirgual

From Beookshines go Esst 1.2 mies,
Tiurn right onda FM 2795

Sunday
Sunday School .................. 9:15 am.
Morning Worship ............ 10:30 a.m.

Believers' =
Baptist Church

Pastor: Dr. Jason Rolen
Minister to students and families: Jerod Haygood
Hwy. 19 — 1 mile north of courthouse in Emory
903-474-0027 » www.bbcemory.org

%
f

Wednesday
AWANA ..., 6:00 p.m.
Student Ministry ............... 6:00 p.m.

/Y. Clarks Chapel Church of God

6345 FM 47, Point * 903-456-7614

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. * Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m. * Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m.

Children’s and Youth Ministries available
Pastor Nathan Bounds * First Lady Jana Bounds

You’re invited to worship with us.

Phone: 903-473-2371
340 South Texas St.

First Services

AS S embly Sunday School............ 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship....... 11:00 a.m.

Of God :
Sunday Evening........... 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays ........ceeeee. 7:00 p.m.

(Hwy. 19 South 2 blocks from traffic lights)
Pastor: Montie L. & Sandra J. Parker, Sr.

=

On The Square
Corner Of North & Planters
Downtown Emory
903-473-3357
emorybaptist.org

Dr. Richard D. Piles—Pastor
Chris Henderson—Miinister of Music & Sr. Adults
Ronnie Witt— Minister of Youth & Education

Sunday

Sunday Morning

Small Groups 9:15am
Morning Worship 10:30am
Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Wednesday

Wed. Worship
(Adults, Youth, Children)

Choir Practice

6:30pm

6:30pm

Sunday School
Morning Worship

SHADY GROVE
BAPTIST CHURCH

Evening Worship........
Wed. Night Service. . .. ..

Pastor: Wayne Wolfe ¢ 903-473-4590
19N @ RCR 3200 « EVERYONE WELCOME!

903-473-2653 to have your church ad placed in this directory

- —
| B

fake fork

Baptist Church

Sundays

9:15a.m.  Sunday School

10:30 a.am. AM Worship
Toddler Church

Preschool Church
Children’s Church

6:00 p.m.  PM Worship On-line only

Connect with God
Connect with God’s Word

9483 West FM 515 » Alba, TX 75410
903-473-9523 » www.lakeforkbaptist.org

Connect with God’s People
Connect with God'’s Plan

Bro. Zachary Tunnell, Pastor

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Service

Youth Bible Study

Kids Inside-out




Obituaries

Martha Burns
1938 -

Services for Martha Burns of Emory
were held on September 6 at Emory
Baptist Church. Bro. Robert Burns II
officiated.

Interment followed in Turner Cem-
etery. Pallbearers were Justin Klump,
Colton Burns, Collyn Burns, Mathew
Willeford, Joshua Willeford, Mark
Willeford, Corey Willeford and Heath
Carr. Eddie Burns was a honorary pall-
bearer.

Mrs. Burns died on September 1,
2021. She was born on February 5, 1938, in
Rowlett, to Samuel Willeford and Wilma Jones
Willeford of Rose Hill. She married Robert L.
Burns on November 12, 1969. For 36 years, she
was self-employed at their family business, Burns
and Son Plant Farm, in Emory. She was a member
of Emory Baptist Church and loved all her church
family.

Mrs. Burns is survived by her daughters, Janice
Burns and husband Eddie of Emory, and Elizabeth
Diane Klump of Point; son, Robert Lee Burns II
and wife Teresa of Emory; grandchildren, August
(Justin) Klump and wife Lisa, Sarah Ivie and hus-
band Ryan, Laura Teague and husband Jeremy,
Amy Potts and husband Tommy, Rachel Blount
and husband Jeremy, Caitlyn Norwood and hus-

2021

band Braden, Colton Burns and wife
Mariah, and Collyn Burns; great-grand-
children, Anthony (Crystal), Autumn,
Rylie, Jersey, Cameron, Jaycee, Addy-
son, Colby, Hudson, Hayson, Ava, Law-
son, Wesson, Benjamin, Pearsyn and
Evalynn; great-great-grandchildren,
Drake, Emma and Ryder; brothers and
sisters, Laverne Anderson of Roswell,
N.M., Jane Roberts of Mesquite, Carol
Wolverton of Mesquite, James Willeford
and wife Theda of Mesquite, Leroy Will-
eford of Mesquite, Charlie Willeford and wife
Phyllis of Pottsboro, Debra Fedric and husband
Don of Roswell N.M., Danny Squarok of Roswell,
N.M., and Stanley Squarok of Roswell, N.M.;
step-brother, Avon Norfleet and wife Sherry of
Josephine; numerous nieces and nephews; and a
host of friends she called family.

Martha was preceded in death by her parents;
husband; daughter, Martha Claudene Conway;
son, Claude Franklin Conway Jr.; sister, Wilma
Thompson; step-brothers, Leon Norfleet and Dev-
on Norfleet; and step-sister, Sue Baird.

Arrangements were under the direction of Wil-
son-Orwosky Funeral Home. An online guest-
book is available at www.wilsonorwoskyfuneral-
home.com.

Richard Eldred Dyess

1948 -

A memorial service for Richard Eldred Dyess,
73, formerly of Emory, was held on September 3
at Freedom Church of God in Emory.

Mr. Dyess died on August 30, 2021. He was
born on January 24, 1948, to Jessie Eldred Dyess
and Lossie Joyce (Thomas) Dyess in Dallas. He
graduated from Quinlan High School and received
degrees from East Texas State University and Tex-
as A&M - College Station.

He married Mamie Dyess on December 14,
1984. They were active members of Freedom
Church of God. After the death of his wife, he
moved to Hot Springs, Arkansas. He traveled to
Greenville every Monday morning to work in the

2021

saddle shop he started decades earlier, which now
is run by his son, Bryce.

Mr. Dyess loved sports and the outdoors. He
was a talented poet, and would lend a helping hand
for anyone in need.

Mr. Dyess is survived by his children, Paul
Dyess, Esther Frankum and Bryce Dyess; grand-
children, Abigail Leath, Dakota Frankum, Gracie
Frankum, Haylee Dyess, Bryce Dyess Jr. and Bry-
cian Dyess; and siblings, Allen Dyess, Randall
Dyess and Kenneth Dyess.

He was preceded in death by his parents; and
wife.

Mary Lee Locke McCoy
1946 -

Funeral services for Mary Lee Locke
McCoy, 75, of Grand Prairie and of
Emory, will be held at 10:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, September 8, at Guerrero-
Dean Funeral Home, located at 500 E
Main Street, Grand Prairie. Gary Felton
and David Felton will officiate.

Graveside services will follow at 1:00
p-m. at Lake Fork Memorial Cemetery

2021

cessful salesperson until her retirement
from Don Davis Auto Group. One of
her greatest joys was teaching Sunday
school for four-year-olds in Grand Prai-
rie and then third and fourth graders in
Emory.

Mrs. McCoy is survived by daugh-
ters, Alicia McCoy Burchard and hus-
band Robert Jr. of Burleson, and Dina

with Chris Horton officiating.
Mrs. McCoy died peacefully on Sep-

tember 1, 2021, at Methodist Hospital in Mans-
field. She was born on August 28, 1946, in Chalk
Mountain, to Foy J. and Lola Mae McCleery
Locke. She married her high school sweetheart,
Alexander Anthony McCoy, on January 15, 1965,
in Grand Prairie. She lived most of her life in
Grand Prairie where served as president of both
the Soroptimist Club and the Women’s Division
of the Chamber of Commerce. She was a mem-
ber of the Grand Prairie Chamber of Commerce,
where she was the first recipient of the prestigious
Athena Award. She was the first female car sales-
person at Mike Shaw Ford, and worked as a suc-

McCoy of Grand Prairie; grandchil-

dren, Erica Olivere and husband Byron;

Jason Whitlock, Jeremy Whitlock and Riley Bur-

chard; great-grandchildren, Brayden Albert, Park-

er, Fischer, Reese, Ellie and McCoy Whitlock;

sister, Debra Wycough; sister-in-law, Lela McCoy;
and aunt, Pat Little.

She was preceded in death by her husband of 47
years; her parents; brother, Billy Foy; and father-
in-law and mother in law, Willie Clayton and
Frances M. Saletti McCoy.

Arrangements are under the direction of Guer-
rero-Dean Funeral Home in Grand Prairie.

A visitation will be held from 6:00-8:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 7, at the funeral home.

Isaac William Rives Jr.
1940 -

Isaac William “I.W.” Rives Jr., 81,
of Emory, died on September 3, 2021,
at Christus Mother Frances hospital in
Tyler.

He was born on January 19, 1940,
in Dallas to Isaac William Sr. and Irene
Rives. He married Patricia Smith on
April 26, 1957. He was a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather.

Mr. Rives is survived by his wife;
daughters, Terri Furman, Tobi Rives,
Tammy Reid and husband Tony and Tonya Rives;

———,
PAMPERING SISTAS OF
ALL SHAPES AND SIZES!
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grandchildren, Eric and Savanna Chris-
tian, Kaci Reid, Justin and Mackenzie
Christian, Brandon and Britney Pitre,
Anthony and Kaylea Reid, Sharyse and
Dakota McDowell, and Ami Pitre; and
numerous great-grandchildren; sister,
Marilyn Suggs; and brothers, Al and
Jerry Rives.

He was preceded in death by his
father and mother.

Arrangements were under the direc-
tion of Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home
in Emory.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

More than 600 new laws in effect

More than 600 new laws signed into law by
Governor Greg Abbott went into effect Septem-
ber 1. The new state laws — including one of the
most restrictive abortion laws in the country, the
right to carry handguns both
concealed and openly without a
license, changes to election law
and a bill allowing restaurants
to sell alcohol to go — were
passed during the regular ses-
sion of the legislature, which
ended May 31. The House and
Senate adjourned their second
special session Thursday night.

“The 87th Legislative Ses-
sion was a monumental suc-
cess, and many of the laws going into effect
today will ensure a safer, freer, healthier, and
more prosperous Texas,” Abbott said. “T look
forward to my continued work with the legisla-
ture to build upon these successes and create an
even brighter future for the Lone Star State.”

Some of the more controversial laws, such as
the abortion bill and the election law, face judi-
cial challenges from opponents, although the
U.S. Supreme Court last week refused to hear
an appeal to the abortion bill, which bans the
procedure if a woman is more than six weeks
pregnant.

GARY BORDERS

Texas Press Association

Resources deployed to Ida victims

Abbott announced Wednesday that additional
resources and personnel have been deployed
to assist in the response and recovery efforts in
Louisiana in the wake of Hurricane Ida. Those
resources include 116 guardsmen from a battal-
ion tactical command and several platoons with
high-water vehicles and other heavy equipment.

“Texas remembers the generous support
offered by Louisianans during Hurricane Har-
vey four years ago, and we have recognized
their need for additional help as they recover
from the destruction of Hurricane Ida earlier
this week,” Abbott said. “We will continue to
help our neighbors in need, just as they did for
us.”

Prescribed burning grants available

The Texas A&M Forest Service has nearly a
half-million dollars available in grants to offset
the costs of prescribed burning on private lands
in Central and East Texas. “Texas has seen
above-normal rainfall this year, resulting in
greater herbaceous fuel loading in our fire envi-
ronments,” said Andy McCrady, Texas A&M
Forest Service Program Coordinator. “With
more fuels, it is important for land managers
to look ahead at what areas have the heaviest
undergrowth and consider planning prescribed
fire operations in those locations at a time when
weather conditions are moderate.”

Prescribed fire is a land management prac-
tice that helps with habitat restoration, soil
nutrient restoration and reducing wildfire risk
by eliminating brush, weeds, dried vegetation
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and downed trees, according to a forest service
press release.

The application deadline is Thursday, Sep-
tember 30. Interested landowners can search
eligibility and fill out an online application by
visiting http://texasforestservice.tamu.edu/cpp-
grant/.

COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations rise

After a decrease last week in COVID-19
cases in Texas, the Coronavirus Resource Cen-
ter at Johns Hopkins University reported a rise
to 126,379 new cases in Texas as of Friday, up
about 20,000 from the previous week. Total
number of deaths was 1,649, up 22 percent
from the previous week. A total of 13,790 lab-
confirmed patients were in Texas hospitals, up
slightly from the previous week, according to
the Texas Department of Health Services.

Nearly 4,200 Texans died of COVID-19 in
the last month, largely due to the delta variant
and overwhelmingly among the unvaccinated;
the overall death toll since the pandemic began
is over 56,000.

The number of Texans as of Friday who are
fully vaccinated continues to trickle up, now
totaling 13.8 million, or 47.4 percent of the
state’s total population.

Zebra mussels invaded 34 Texas lakes

With the designation of Lake Worth in Tar-
rant County on the Trinity River as “infested”
with invasive zebra mussels, 28 Texas reservoirs
are considered fully infested, with another half
dozen lakes containing the pest. Zebra mussels
negatively affect reservoir ecosystems by filter-
ing out algae that native species need for food
and attaching to and thus incapacitating native
mussels. They are also notorious for clogging
water intakes in power plants, which spend mil-
lions of dollars removing them.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
says boaters play a critical role in preventing
zebra mussels from spreading to new lakes.

“Each boater taking steps to clean and drain
their boat before leaving the lake and allow-
ing compartments and gear to dry completely
when they get home can make a big difference
in protecting our Texas lakes,” Brian Van Zee,
TPWSD inland fisheries director, said.

Transporting zebra mussels and other aquatic
invasive species, knowingly or not, can result
in legal woes for boaters. It is illegal in Texas
and punishable with a fine of up to $500 per
violation. Boaters are also required to drain
all water from their boats and onboard recep-
tacles, including bait buckets, before leaving or
approaching a body of fresh water.

To learn more about zebra mussels and other
invasive species in Texas, visit tpwd.texas.gov/
StoplInvasives.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas jour-
nalist. He published a number of community newspapers
in Texas during a 30-year span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

EUROPEAN GOODS, LLC.

Exported food from Europe
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Meats »

Bread « Cheese = Dumplings

Cookies * Candies * Ice Cream
and Much More

Lennon Dr., Ste 110 = 903-948-3519

FROM 511 gs_l'SET

* Mew Patients Welcome
¢ Lab on premises * Relines
* Soft-Lined Dentures
* Rapairs whila you wail
* Oral Surgery = Sedation
* General & Cosmatic Dentisiny

PROUDLY SERVING
HUNT COUNTY SINCE 1958

Paysical Therapy

FOrk

9011 Hwy. 3343, Suite A
Quinlan, TX 75474

*Prices may vary with additional or
differgnt lechmiquies used or
individual needs of patienis
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Fatily Foot & Ankle Specialists we

Physicians & Surgeons of the Foot and Ankle Since 1982
BEST CHOICE FOR YOUR PODIATRIC CARE
Stenven Brancheau, DPM. « Kevn Hunisman, DPM
Fyan Pinsda, DPM. » Paul Brancheau, DPM
GREENVILLE 9{3-455-2383
ROCKWALL 468-402-3460
www. lamilyfootandanklespecialists.com

LAY

Paul Bacon, P.T.

Chver 22 vears experience in relabilitaling sports
medicing injuries, orthopedic surgeries and vartons

Lennon S, Sie 101 « Emory,

Now Open 5

geriairic ailmeemis,

(903) 474-9436

fax (903) 473-3170

TX 75440
5 Days Per Week

We are here!

PJ'S COWHIDES

Custom Cowhide Creations, Home Décor & more!

Hours: Tue.-Sat. 9-5 » Facebook.com/Penelope’s Cowhides
329 Locust St. , Point Plaza » 972-965-9624

Work oui clothes & Boutique
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Mewest facilines in the area « 10,000 square feet
Advanced up-to-date technology

Community room for multi-purpose use
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wilsonorwosky @ familyTh.com

www. wilsonorwoskyfuneralhome.
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Funeral Home

Chapel can seat 200+
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Very Good SHELLED PECANS
available. Scott's Orchard. 903-
243-2130.

FOR SALE: Coins from around the
world, including silver from USA.
Old and not-so-old. Call Robert at
903-474-7117 for an appointment
to see the coins.

30 ACRES FOR SALE. 469-552-
1737.

GOOD SAMARITAN'’S Thrift/Clothes
store is open the first, second,
fourth and fifth Saturday of the
month from 8 a.m.-noon. Clothes
sale is open Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m.-
12 p.m.and 1 p.m.-4 p.m.

BIG white-faced bull and
mixed cattle strayed in Lake
Fork area. 903-473-3225.

SENIOR SUITE CARE & REHAB
is now accepting applications for
CNAs all shifts, PRN LVNs, dietary
cooks and dishwashers, housekeep-
ing. Full/part time. Apply in person
at 983 N. Texas St., Emory, TX.

RAINS ISD NEEDS: Maintenance/
Grounds Employee, Custodian/
Custodian Substitutes, Bus Drivers/
Substitutes, Food Service, Full-
Time Child Development Center.
Salary based on experience. $275/
month of full-time employee health
coverage paid. Apply on-line at
https://www.rainsisd.org  Equal
Employment Opportunity.

CONSTRUCTION GENERAL
LABOR, some construction know-
ledge helpful, starting pay $12/
hour with potential for growth.
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-5 p.m., overtime
pay available, weekly pay. Must
pass drug screen. Send resume
to ronhanks67@yahoo.com or call
903-268-7089. Must have trans-
portation to business/shop.

Miller Grove Water Supply is seek-
ing an outside operator. Must have,
or be able to obtain, a Class C
ground water license. For infor-
mation regarding application or
questions, you may call M-F 8-
12:00 noon 903-459-3383 or
email mgwater@cumbytel.com.
Send resume to: Miller Grove Water
Supply 14966 FM 1567W Cumby,
Texas 75433.

The City of Emory announces the
recruitment for Laborer / Parks
Department. The position requires
the candidate to perform a vari-
ety of routine landscaping duties
under the direction of the Parks
Supervisor and Public Works
Director. Applicants must possess
a valid Texas Driver’s License and
High School Diploma or GED. The
position will remain open until filled.
Candidates can submit resume and
obtain employment application
from City Hall 399 N. Texas Street,
Emory, TX. The City of Emory is an
equal opportunity employer.

RENT/LEASE

3-BR, 2-BA house for rent in Point.
Call 903-447-3129.

INSULATED BUILDINGS FOR
LEASE - 40'x50’" and 50'x60'.
(shop & office) 903-814-1000.
EMORY BUSINESS PARK.

EMORY SELF STORAGE, Hwy.
69S, 410 E. Lennon. Now offering
climate-controlled units. 903-474-
9150, 903-348-5459.

Visit our website
www.rainscountyleader.com

Class

WISE JANITORIAL - Fully insured/
free estimates. Wisejanitorial.com
903-574-6749.

Do you need your home cleaned?
Local woman with references.
Reasonable rates. Call Jacqueline
903-474-7627.

SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS.
Patio covers, carports, metal haul-
off. Tri-Star Services. 903-355-
3004.

PHILLIP'S PLUMBING COMPANY
24-hour repairservice. Lic. Plumber.
Trenching service. Home 903-473-
3857; cell 903-474-3054.

LANE’S CONCRETE WORK
Houses, driveways, patios, side-
walks, GRAVE CURBING. 903-
268-1400.

MCKENZIE LAKE WORKS. Superior
quality waterfront solutions. Boat
docks, steel/metal bldgs., & more.
www.mckenzielakeworks.com.
903-356-2300, 903-269-6173.

DIRT & TRACTOR WORK

G&G GRAVEL - All types of gravel,
chipped asphalt, available for
spreading, free estimates. Miller
Grove. Bret Garrett 903-268-6910,
Mark Garrett 903-348-3872.

TONY JENNINGS DIRT WORK -
Will pump out and clean out pools,
fence rows, etc., with excavator/
trackhoe. Free estimates. Home
98?—473—2508. Cell 903-530-
7014.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/MOWING

HOOTEN'’S LAWN
& TREE SERVICE, LLC
Tim Hooten

Lawn maintenance, sodding, land-
scaping, tree trimming & removal,
retaining walls, irrigation systems.
LI 0019094.903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

MARVIN’S LANDSCAPE &
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
SERVICE - affordable pricing. Text
or call 903-348-4399.

SMITH’S LAWN CARE landscap-
ing, fencing, hedge trimming,
weekly/biweekly rates. 903-521-
8506, free estimates.

HELP ME, HELP YOU! Call Zack
at Priority Roofing for a free roof
inspection 210-607-9847.

INDIGO INDUSTRIES LLC - Custom
gates and fence. Solar powered,
Free Estimates. 903-473-2303.

AVS APPLIANCE SERVICE -
Servicing most household appli-
ances. All work guaranteed. 903-
473-3664, 903-473-8862.

PEST CONTROL

ALL PRO PEST CONTROL.
Termites, roaches, spiders, ants,
scorpions. Call Robert 903-268-
7263.

RODGERS PEST CONTROL - rats,
mice, roaches, ants, spiders, what-
ever bugs you. 903-394-4531.

HOOTEN’'S LAWN & TREE
SERVICE, LLC. Tree trimming/
removal. Credit cards, insured.
LI0019094. 903-473-8706, 903-
474-4402.

M&M TREE SERVICE. 15 yrs. pro-
fessional experience. Complete ser-
vice available. Competitive rates.
FREE ESTIMATES. References
available. *INSURED* 903-408-
Olel.

LEGACY TREE SERVICE. www.
TheWilsonlLegacy.com 903-455-
1587. Insured, credit cards,
appointments. We specialize in
high risk removals. Trimming,
Removals, Stumps.

CAN'T FIND WHAT YOU NEED?
CALL 903-473-2653 AND LET
LEA HELP BY PLACING YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD HERE.

ified

MasterCard

AT :473-2653

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

Uds

11:00 A.M. MONDAYS

NOTICE OF REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY
WITH THE SUBDIVISION AND SERVICE
EXTENSION POLICY OF BRIGHT STAR-

SALEM SPECIAL UTILITY DISTRICT

Pursuant to Chapter 13.2502 of the Texas Water
Code, Bright Star-Salem Special Utility District
and Bright Star-Salem Special Utility District #2,
referred hereinafter as (BSSSUD), hereby gives
notice that any person who subdivides land by
dividing any lot, tract, or parcel of land, within the
service area of BSSSUD Certificate of Convenience
and Necessity No. 10404, in Wood and Rains
Counties, into two or more lots or sites for the
purpose of sale or development, whether immediate
or future, including re-subdivision of land for
which a plat has been filed and recorded or requests
more than two water or sewer service connections
on a single contiguous tract of land must comply
with the “NonStandard Service Extension Policy”,
contained in BSSSUD Service Policy.

Bright Star-Salem Special Utility District is not
required to extend retail water utility service to
a service applicant in a subdivision where the
developer of the subdivision has failed to comply
with the Subdivision Policy.

Applicable elements of the Subdivision Policy
include:

Evaluation by BSSSUD of the impact a proposed
subdivision service extension will make on
BSSSUD service system and payment of the costs
for this evaluation;

Payment of reasonable costs or fees by the developer
for providing water supply service capacity;

Payment of fees for reserving water supply
capacity;

Forfeiture of reserved water supply service capacity
for failure to pay applicable fees;

Payment of costs of any improvements (off-site or
on-site) to BSSSUD system that is necessary to
provide the water service;

Construction according to design approved by
BSSSUD and dedication by the Developer of water
facilities within the subdivision following final
inspection.

BSSSUD Service Policy and a map showing
BSSSUD service area may be reviewed at the
District’s office located at 238 N. Osborn - FM
Hwy-17 North, Alba, Texas 75410.

Bright Star-Salem SUD
Rains & Wood Counties, Texas
PROPOSED WATERLINE IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT
FM 2946 LAKE FORK BRIDGE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of a Waterline
Improvement Project at FM 2946 Lake Fork
Bridge will be received by Bright Star-Salem
SUD at the district’s office, 238 N. Osborn,
Alba, TX 75410, until 2:00 p.m. local time on
Tuesday, September 21, 2021, at which time the
Bids received will be publicly opened and read.
The Project consists of constructing a Proposed
Waterline Improvement at FM 2946 Lake Fork
Bridge.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:
Dunawayl|DBI, 118 McKinney St, Farmersville,
TX 75442, 972-784-7777. Prospective Bidders
may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing
Office on Mondays through Fridays between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Bidding Documents
also may be examined at www.civcastusa.com.

Bidding Documents may be obtained from the
Issuing Office during the hours indicated above on
compact disc (PDF format) for a non-refundable
charge of $25.00, excluding overnight or express
service. Alternatively, printed documents are
available for a non-refundable charge of $50.00,
excluding overnight or express service, payable to
Daniel & Brown Inc. Neither Owner nor Engineer
will be responsible for Bidding Documents,
including Addenda if any, obtained from sources
other than the Issuing Office or www.civcastusa.
com. A pre-bid conference will not be held.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with
the Instructions to Bidders.

Owner: Bright Star-Salem SUD
By: Wanda Gaby

Title: General Manager

Date: August 31, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FOR THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD EUGENE GALLIMORE,
DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary upon
the ESTATE OF RICHARD EUGENE GALLIMORE,
DECEASED, were issued on June 16th, 2021 in Cause No.
3124, pending in the County Court at Law of Rains County,
Texas to STACEY COLLEN (GALLIMORE) GRANHOLD,
Independent Executor.

The address of record for the aforementioned Independent
Executor is:
c/o: Burch Law Firm
7920 Belt Line Road, Suite 700
Dallas, Texas 75254.

All persons having claims against said estate are hereby
required to present their claims within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law.

Shekinah G. Harris, Burch Law
Attorney for Stacey Collen (Gallimore) Granhold
State Bar No.: 24106056
7920 Belt Line Road, Suite 700
Dallas, Texas 75254
Telephone: 972-385-0558
Facsimile: 972-331-8897
shekinah @burch-law.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FOR THE ESTATE OF
JUDY KAY GALLIMORE, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary upon the
ESTATE OF JUDY KAY GALLIMORE, DECEASED, were
issued on June 16th, 2021 in Cause No. 3125, pending in the
County Court at Law of Rains County, Texas to STACEY
COLLEN (GALLIMORE) GRANHOLD, Independent
Executor.

The address of record for the aforementioned Independent
Executor is:
c/o Burch Law Firm
7920 Belt Line Road, Suite 700
Dallas, Texas 75254.

All persons having claims against said estate are hereby
required to present their claims within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law.

Shekinah G. Harris, Burch Law
Attorney for Stacey Collen (Gallimore) Granhold
State Bar No.: 24106056
7920 Belt Line Road, Suite 700
Dallas, Texas 75254
Telephone: 972-385-0558
Facsimile: 972-331-8897
shekinah @burch-law.com

Display Ad
Deadline is
5:00 p.m. Fridavys

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
BUYING PROPERTY IN THE VICINITY OF THE
MILLER GROVE WATER SUPPLY CORP.

Miller Grove Water Supply Corp. urges all prospec-
tive land buyers to verify with the manager at our office
located at 14966 FM 1567W in Miller Grove or by
calling 903-459-3383 whether or not water service is
available to the property in question.

Bright Star-Salem SUD
Rains & Wood Counties, Texas
PROPOSED WATERLINE IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT
FM 17 LAKE FORK WATERLINE BORE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of a Waterline
Improvement Project at FM 17 Lake Fork
Waterline Bore will be received by Bright Star-
Salem SUD at the district’s office, 238 N. Osborn,
Alba, TX 75410, until 2:00 p.m. local time on
Tuesday, September 21, 2021, at which time the
Bids received will be publicly opened and read.
The Project consists of constructing a Proposed
Waterline Improvement at FM 17 Lake Fork
Waterline Bore.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:
Dunawayl|DBI, 118 McKinney St, Farmersville,
TX 75442, 972-784-7777. Prospective Bidders may
examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office
on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Bidding Documents also
may be examined at www.civcastusa.com.

Bidding Documents may be obtained from the
Issuing Office during the hours indicated above on
compact disc (PDF format) for a non-refundable
charge of $25.00, excluding overnight or express
service. Alternatively, printed documents are
available for a non-refundable charge of $50.00,
excluding overnight or express service, payable to
Daniel & Brown Inc. Neither Owner nor Engineer
will be responsible for Bidding Documents,
including Addenda if any, obtained from sources
other than the Issuing Office or www.civcastusa.
com. A pre-bid conference will not be held.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with
the Instructions to Bidders.

Owner: Bright Star-Salem SUD
By: Wanda Gaby

Title: General Manager

Date: August 31, 2021

ads@rainscountyleader.com
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The ComputerMan
903-473-3640
We Make House Calls
COMPULETTT

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS BUYING
PROPERTY IN THE VICINITY OF THE
SHIRLEY WATER SUPPLY CORP.

Shirley Water Supply Corp. urges any prospec-
tive buyer to verify with the manager at the office,
located on FM 1567, east of Hwy. 19, north of
Emory, Tex., or south of Sulphur Springs, Tex.,
whether or not water is available at the tract of
land in question.

Shirley Water Supply Corp.
6684 FM 1567 W

OFFICE - 903-473-5150 Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482.

FIRM RO 0184333

PUBLIC NOTICE

Explanatory Statements for the November 2, 2021
Constitutional Amendment Election

LAST WEEK™S SOLUTION

Greenville Housing Authority (GHA) announces the
opening of the waiting list for the Housing Choice
Voucher program. Apply online for rental assistance at:
www. greenvillehatx.org

Application start date and time:
Wednesday September 1, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.
Application end date and time:
once 6400 applications are received.

For application assistance, visit the GHA from
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Friday.
Greenville Housing Authority / 4417 Oneal St,
Greenville, TX 75401 / 903-455-1771.

Visit www.ebtxcom lor
this week's solution

UTION

SUDOKU 50
1

L

671918

8 316]4]|7
g
1
€
5
7

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET

The Rains County Emergency Services District will
hold a publc hearing on a propased budget for the
2021-2022 fiscal year. The public hearing will be
held on September 20, 2020 at 6:30pm at the
1 Emory Fire Station, located at 1205 W Lennon Dr,
Emory, Texas 75440,
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A copy of the proposed budget is available by
appointment for public inspection at the office

Y i located at 886 E Lennon St. Ste. 106; Emory, Texas
wv‘v/Ml/f;;zg{l‘nltmlizgll'f:eom 75440, Call (903)473-2468 1o schedule an
’ y ’ appointment

LEGAL NOTICE:

This Texas Lottery Commission scratch tickel game will close on September 2, 2021.
You have until March 1, 2022, o redeem any lickats for this game: #2274 500X Loteria
Speactacular (350) overall odds are 1 in 3.10, This Texas Lottery Commission scratch ticket
game will close on September 3, 2021, You have until March 2, 2022, to redeam any tickels
for this garme: RZ2T9 300 The Cash Crossword (33) overall odds are 1 in 4.28. This Texas
Lottery Commission scratch ticket game will closa on Septamber 10, 2021. You hawe until
March 9, 2022, to redeem any tickets for this game: #2284 Jumbo Bucks 300X (310)
overall odds are 1 in 3,90, This Texas Lotiery Commission scratch ticket game will close
on September 19, 2021, You have until March 18, 2022, to redesm any tickets for this
game: #2288 Joker's Wild (32) overall ocdds are 1 in 4,40, These Texas Lottery Commission
scratch ticket games will close an Septembear 22, 2021. You have until March 21, 2022, to
redeam any tickets for these games: #2290 Winner Winner Chicken Dinner (51) overall
odds are 1 in 4.98, #2286 Money Money Money (35) overall odds are 1 in 4,09, #2040
Mad Money Multiplier (520) overall cdds are 1 in 2.98. This Texas Lottery Commission
scratch ticket game will close on September 23, 2021, You have umtil March 22, 2022,
to redeam any tickets for this game: #2337 55 Milllon Fortune (350) overall odds ane 1
Im 3.53. Texaslottery.com is the officlal source for all pertinert game information. Game
clogsing procedures may be initiated for documented business reasons, These games may
have prizes unclaimed, including top prizes, In addition, game closing procedures will
be initiated when all top prizes have been claimed, During closing, games may be sold
evan affer all top prizes have bean claimed. Must ba 18 or older to purchase a ticket,
For halp with a gambling problem, ncpgambling.ong. © 2021 Texas Lottery Commission,
PLAY RESPOMNSIBLY.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Proposed Salary Increase of Elected Officials

Notice is hereby given that under the provisions of paragraph
152.013 of the local government code, the Commissioner’s Court
of Rains County proposes the following increase of salaries and
allowances of the elected officials of Rains County, Texas.

Rains County
Notice of Proposed Increases to
2021/2022 Elected/Appointed Officials

Salaries and Benefits

Official Amount
County Judge ..o 0
Commissioner Precinct 1 .............. 0
Commissioner Precinct 2 .............. 0
Commuissioner Precinct 3 .............. 0
Commussioner Precinet 4 .............. (
Justice of the Peace ......cveveievnnes 2061
County Treasurer .......c.covimeeninee 2,122
County Cleske ..o L, 2,122
District Clerk....oocvvecevenecsrrmsssssssens 2061
Tax Assessor/Collector .....ooeveecinns 2069
County Auditor ... 2,128
CORSEAIE ...ocvcimsnmnsminsmnnnssmsniin sy 2,009
SHICETEL i aia e s 2447

Proposition Mumber 1

(HJR 143)

HJIR 143 proposes a consti-
tutronal amendment expand-
ing the circumstances in
which a professional sports
team chaniable foundation
may conduct raffles o raise
money for the foundation’s
chantable purposes.  The
proposed amendment would
allow professional  sports
team chaniable foundations
of organizations sanctioned
by the Professional Rodeo
Cowhoys  Association or
the Women's Professional
Rodeo Associamon o hold
chantable raffles at rodeo
cvents

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitution-
al amendment authoriz-
ing the professional sporis
team  charitable  foun-
dations of organizations
sanctioned by the Profes-
sional Hoden Cowboys As-
socunlion or the Wamen's
Professional Rodeo Associ-
ation to conduct charitable
raffles at rodeo venues.™

Proposition Number 2
(HJIR 99)

HJR 99 proposcs a constitus
tional amendment allowing
the legslature to authonze
a county 0 1ssu¢ bonds or
nokes (o finance the develop-
ment or redevelopment of an
unproductive, underdevel-
oped, or blighted arca within
the county and to pledge for
repavment of those bonds or
nOICS  IMCPCAses i propers
ty tax revenues mmposcd on
property i the arca by the
county. The Texas Constitu-
fion gives the legislature the
power o authorize an ingor-
porated city of [own o 15sue
such bonds or notes but docs
nol expressly give the leg-
islature the power to grant
that same authonty o coun-
tics. The proposed amcnd-
ment also provides that a
county that issucs bonds or
notes for transportation mm-
provements may not pledge
for the repayment of those
bonds or notes more than 65
percent of the increases in ad
valorem tax revenucs cach
year, and a county may not
use procecds from the bonds
of noles o finance the con-
siruclion, opcralion, main-
tonance, or acquisition of
rights-of-way of a toll road.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitution-
al amendment authorizng
A county (o hnance the de-
velopment or redevelop-
ment of transportation or
infrastructure in  unpro-
ductive, wnderdeveloped,
or blighied areas in the
couniy.”™

Proposition Nomber 3
(5JR 27)

SJR 27 proposcs a consti-
tuttonal amendment bamng
the Siate of Texas or a po-
lincal subdivision from cn-
acting. adopling. or issuing
a statuie, order, proclama-
bon, decision, or rule that
prohibits or limits religious
serviees,  The  proposed
amendment would apply 1o
religious services, including
those conducted in churches,
congregations, and places of
worship, in the state by a
religious organizaiion cstab-
lished to suppon and scrve

the propagation of 3 sincere-

Iy held religious belief,

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: *The constitution-
al amendment to prohibit
this state or a political sub-
division of this state from
prohibiting or limiting re-
ligious services of religions
organizations,”

Froposition Number 4
(SJR 47)

SIR 47 proposes a constitu=
tional amendment changing
certain  clhigibibty  require-
ments for a justice of the Su-
preme Counl, & judge of the
Court of Cniminal Appeals, a
justice of a court of appeals,
and a district judge. The pro-
poscd amendment provides
that a person 15 chigible 1o
serve on the Supreme Court
if the person, among other
gualifications, is licensed 1o
praciice law mn lexas; 15 o
resident of Texas at the nme
of election: has been cither a
pracicing lawyer licensed in
Texas for ot least ton vears or
a practicing lawyer licensed
in Texas and a judge of a
stale court Or county court
cstablished by the lemisla-
ture for a combined total of
at least ten years; and durimg
thit time has not had the
person's license o practice
law revoked, suspended, or
subject o a probated sus-
pension. The same cligibli-
iy requiremenis would apply
o a judge of the Court of
Criminal Appeals and 1o a
justice of a court of appeals
The proposed amendment
further provides that o be
cligible for appomiment or
clection as a distnet judgee, o
person must be a resident of
Texas; be lscensed (o prac-
tice law in Texas; and have
bcen o prachicing lawyer or
a judge of a count 1n Texas,
or both combined, for cight
vears  precoding the  per-
san's election, during which
time the person’s license to
prachice law has not been re-
voked, suspended, or subject
o a probated suspension.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballor as
follows. *The constitulion-
al amendment changing
the eligibility requirements
for a justice of the sepreme
court, @ judge of the court
of criminal appeals, a jus-
tice of a court of appeals,
and a disirict judge.”

Proposition Number 5
(HJIR 165)

HJIR 165 proposes a consti-
tutional amendment allow-
ing the State Commission on
Judicial Conduct (SCJC) 10
accepl complainis of reports,
conduct nvestigations, and
take any other authorzed
action with respect to a can-
didate for a statc judicial
office. Currenily, the Texas
Constitution  only  permuts
the SCIC 1o take such ac-
tions as to persons holding a
judicial office.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: *The constitution-
al asmendment providing
addifional powers to the
State Commission on Judi-
cial Conduct with respect
to candidates for judicial
office.”

Proposition Number 6
(SJR 19)

SJR 19 proposcs a constitu-
nonal amendment establish-

ing that residents of certain
facilitics have the mght to
desipnate an cssenbial care-
giver with whom the Facility
miay nol prohibit in-person
visitation, The proposcd
amendment would apply to
a nursing facility, assisted
living facility, intermodiate
care. facility for individu-
als with an mtellectual dis-
ability, residence providing
home and communiiy-bascd
services, or state supponed
living center. The proposed
amendmient also would au-
thorize the legislature to
provide guidelincs for thesc
facilitics to follow in cstab-
lishing «ssential carcgiver
visitation policies and pro-
codures,

The proposed amcendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitulion-
al amendment establishing
a right for residents of cer-
tain Facilities to designate
an essenfial  caregiver
for in-person visitation,™

Proposition Mumber 7
(HJR 125)

HIR 125 proposes o con-
stitutional amendment per-
milting a person who 15 55
years of age or older at the
nme of death of their spouse
who is receiving a limitation
on  school district proper-
iv taxes on thowr residence
homestead on the basis of
g disability to continug re-
ceiving the lmilation while
the property remains  the
surviving spousc's residence
homestead

The proposcd amendment
will appcar on the ballot as
follows: “The constitution-
al amendment o allow
the surviving spouse of a
person who 5 disabled to
recerve 8 limitation on the
school disirict ad valorem
taxes on the spouse’s res-
idence homestead il the
spouse 18 55 vears of age or
older at the time of the per-
son’s death.™

Proposition Mumber 8
(SJR 35)

SJR 35 proposcs a constifu-
tichal amendment authori-
ing the legislature (o exempt
from ad valorem taxation all
or part of the market valuc
of the residence homestead
of the surviving spouse of o
member of the United States
armed services who s killed
or fatally injured in the ling
of duty. The Texas Constitu-
lion provides a propery ax
exemplion to the surviving
spouse of a member of the
armicd services who is killed
in action, but the current
exemplion does not include
members of the military who
dic during their service duc
to injurics sustained that arc
not combat-related

The proposed amendment
will appcar on the ballot as
follows: *The constitulion-
al amendment suthorizsing
the legislature to provide
for an exemption from ad
valorem taxation of all or
part of the markel value of
the residence homestead of
ihe surviving spouse of a
member of the armed ser-
vices of the United States
who 1% killed or Fatally in-
jured in the line of duty.™

Pabilished by The Cfkce of the Tesas Secretary of State, wywnw. Vole Texas.gov, 1HBEI5E-YOTE(=S683).
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The first Miss America from Texas

An 18-year-old brunette from Tyler waited
anxiously with nine other finalists for the win-
ner of the Miss America beauty pageant to be
announced on September 12, 1942.

Ask any Texan how many
young women from the Lone
Star State have been chosen
the most beautiful in the land,
and the answer most likely will
be two. He or she may even
know they came from the same
hometown and reigned four
years apart in the 1970s, but
hardly anyone remembers the
first Miss Texas to take Atlantic
City by storm.

Jo-Carroll Dennison may have been born
in Arizona, but she was a Texan through and
through. Her grandfather was a Panhandle pio-
neer, who drove cattle up the Chisholm Trail, and
she grew up on the tent-show circuit entertaining
small-town audiences.

By the time she reached her mid-teens, Jo-
Carroll was tired of living out of a suitcase and
wanted to put down permanent roots. Soon after
graduating from high school in Tyler, she took a
job as a legal secretary with former U.S. Senator
Earle Mayfield.

When a local banker offered to sponsor her
in the Miss Tyler contest, Jo-Carroll turned him
down at first. “I refused until he told me they
would buy me a new bathing suit for the occa-
sion. Fate has a funny way of dictating your
future. If I’d already had a bathing suit, I honest-
ly don’t think I would ever had entered a beauty
contest.”

Jo-Carroll’s looks, talent and stage presence
were an unbeatable combination. She won the
Rose Capital event, the East Texas competition
and the Miss Texas contest. Before she knew it,
she was on her way to Atlantic City, New Jersey.

Coming just nine months after the attack on
Pearl Harbor, the Miss America show opened
with a mock air raid complete with shrieking
sirens and a blackout. Spotlights swept across
the ceiling of the Warner Theater in search of
the enemy aircraft and finally lit up a tiny model
plane sliding down a wire toward the stage.

The “all clear” sounded, and a voice
announced, “It’s the Flying Fortress bringing the
Miss America contestants.” The house lights went
up, the curtain raised and 30 candidates from
every corner of the country made their grand
entrance.

For three evenings, the beauties tried to
impress the judges with their talent and physical
attributes. Jo-Carroll was the only one awarded
two first prizes, winning the talent show on the
second night and the swimsuit competition on the
third.

The field was narrowed to 10 for the fourth

By Bartee Haile
HISTORICAL COLUMNIST

and final round. Wearing “a typical Western
costume of doeskin chaps, checked flannel shirt
and wide-brimmed hat,” the Lone Star lass sang
“Deep in the Heart of Texas” one last time.

After parading in bathing suits and evening
gowns, the finalists nervously awaited the judges’
decision. Third place went to Miss Michigan and
second place to Miss Chicago, but the crown was
placed on the head of Miss Texas!

“I’m too happy to say very much,” Jo-Car-
roll gushed into the microphone that carried her
words across the nation, “but I love Atlantic City
and I hope to do much to repay it for this honor.
I want to thank the other girls in the contest who
have been so kind to me.”

In a glowing description of Miss America
1942, a newspaper reporter admired her “dark
brown, softly curling hair sweeping to her
shoulders, brown eyes flecked with green and a
smooth, creamy complexion.”

When her reign was over, Jo-Carroll signed a
movie contract with Twentieth Century Fox. Dur-
ing her eight years in Hollywood, she married
comedian Phil Silvers.

“Through Phil I met almost every well-known
person in show business,” she recalled in a 1980s
interview. “Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby and Harry
Cohn, the head of Columbia Pictures, all gave us
a wedding party, which was pretty big-time stuff.

“But the luckiest part of all was that Gene
Kelly and his marvelously talented and intel-
lectual group of friends liked me as well as Phil.
At Gene’s on any given night, folks like Judy
Garland, Noel Coward, Elizabeth Taylor, Mari-
Iyn Monroe and Fred Astaire might drop in and
entertain or play charades or just talk.”

Jo-Carroll and Silvers went their separate ways
in 1950. The bald comic tickled America’s funny
bone as Sgt. Bilko on the hit TV show, while she
worked in early television as a production assis-
tant in New York.

Texans had to wait 29 years for another home-
grown Miss America. Lone Star lightning struck
twice as two girls from Denton, Phyllis George
in 1971 and Shirley Cothran in 1975, conquered
Atlantic City.

Jo-Carroll eventually remarried and returned
to California to raise a family. She was later co-
director of the Los Angeles Theatre Company
and in charge of community relations for a hos-
pice.

Speaking from her retirement home in Palm
Springs in 2001, Jo-Carroll Dennison said, “Even
now I am invariably introduced as ‘a former Miss
America.” After the inevitable question “What
year?’ comes the question “What state were you
from?’ And I answer with a special kind of pride,
‘I was Miss Texas.””

Contact Bartee Haile at barteehaile @ gmail.
com or by mail at P.O. Box 130011, Spring, TX
77393.

Read the Rains Counily Leader classified ads

online at: www.RainsCountyLeader.com

Banking

F o

That's Banking Texas Style.

REFIR.IANCE WITH CBTXx

Want to take advantage of low interest rates by refinancing your mortgage?
Your CBTx personal banker may be able to lower your payments by locking in
a better rate. It's easy to apply, you get answers fast and your personal banker
is by your side every step of the way. Expert advice from #NeighborsWhoCare.

Texas Style.

EXPERT ADVICE
COULD SAVE YOU
THOUSANDS!

Steve Beaver
a03-473-26M

sbeaver@cbtx.com
NMLS#631821

Emory Banking Center
170 E. Quitman Street

* 30-YEAR FIXED-RATE

* JUMBO LOANS

* HOME EQUITY LOANS
* HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Come see us today — You'll be glad you dia!

»=CBIx

Commercial Bank of Texas
800-723-7601 * www.cbtx.com

Alba | Allen | Bedford | Cushing | Diball | Elkhan | Emory| Farmersvile | Kemnand
Lewissille | Lufkin | Nacogdoches | Palestine | Roxton | Wells

Commander Kevin Ray assumes
command of PCU Savannah

Contributed photo

The PCU Savannah conducting comprehensive tests before
being accepted by the United States Navy into the fleet. On the right,
United States Navy Commander Kevin Ray assumed command of
the Independence-variant littoral combat ship on August 16, 2021.

By LAUREN WITHROW-
EDGAR

Rains County Leader contributor

On August 16, 2021, United
States Navy Commander Kevin
Ray assumed command of the
Independence-variant littoral
combat ship PCU Savannah
(LCS 28) Blue Crew at Naval
Base San Diego in California.
The ceremony was attended
by Commander Ray’s parents,
Michael and Terrie Ray, resi-
dents of Rains County.

Born in Garland, Texas, Com-
mander Ray graduated from
Texas A&M University with a
Bachelor of Science in Agricul-
tural Development. He earned a
commission through the Naval
Reserve Officers Training Corps
(NROTC) in 2004 and earned
a Master of Science in Human
Systems Integration from Naval
Postgraduate School in 2010,
and then a Master of Arts in
Christian Leadership Studies
from Liberty Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in 2012.

Before assuming command of
the PCU Savannah, Ray served
aboard MCM Crew Impervi-
ous (embarked on USS Avenger
(MCM 1), USS Ardent (MCM
12), USS San Antonio (LPD
17), USS Whidbey Island (LSD
41) Amphibious Squadron One
(PHIBRON 1), and USS San
Diego (LPD 22). He served as
an instructor of Naval Science at
Auburn/Tuskegee Consortium,
and as Assistant Officer-in-
Charge at the Center for Surface
Combat Systems, Detachment
Mayport.

PCU Savannah will be com-
missioned in early 2022 and is
currently in Mobile, Alabama,
after being delivered to the U.S.
Navy on June 26. A DVIDS
article describes Savannah as
“a fast, agile, mission-focused
platform designed to operate in
near-shore environments, win-
ning against 21st-century coast-
al threats. The LCS is capable
of supporting forward presence,
maritime security, sea control,
and deterrence.”

Ray is the first command-
ing officer of Savannah. The
DVIDS article states that Ray
gave the following remarks dur-
ing the August 16 assumption of
command ceremony, “The crew
and I have a unique opportunity
and responsibility to breathe life
into a U.S. Navy warship. I
have no doubt our crew is ready
to meet this challenge head on
and establish the right culture
on board from day one. This is
what I expect from them and
this is what we strive for; the
work we put in now will have a
lasting impact on Savannah for
years to come.”

Ray currently resides in Ala-
bama with his wife, Miranda,
and their four daughters. He
has served in the Navy for over
16 years and earned numerous
decorations, service and cam-
paign medals.

in the state.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
TAX INCREASE

PROPOSED TAX RATE
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2021 tax year that
will raise the same amount of property tax revenue for Rains County
Emergency Services District No.1 from the same properties in both the
2020 tax year and the 2021 tax year.

The voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate that Rains County
Emergency Services District No.1 may adopt without holding an election to
seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This
means that Rains County Emergency Services District No.1 is proposing
to increase property taxes for the 2021 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD
at 6:30 p.m. on September 13th at the Emory Fire Station.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voler-approval tax rate. As
a result, Rains County Emergency Services District No.1 is not required to
hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate,
However, you may express your support for or opposition to the proposed
tax rate by contacting the members of the board of Rains County
Emergency Services District No.1 at their offices or by attending the public
hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED
ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = tax rale x taxable value of your property / 100

The 86th Texas Legislalure modified the manner in which the voter-
approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average
residence homestead by Rains County Emergency Services District No.1
last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence
homestead by Rains County Emergency Services District No.1 this year:

$ 0.0879 per $100
$ 0.0845 per $100
$ 00879 per $100

. | 2020 2021 _Change |
| (por 5100 of value)| °-0955 | 0.0879 | ({57000
!;:i;;ﬁ ﬂg‘i‘i:tead $130,903 | $142,013 Es'l"l“'u':’ﬂr

e = [
|Homestead o | $125.01 | s124.83 | (Gt OF
| Total Tax Levy on 6.39% or
|All Properties 7700 | #912,031 | ‘gsgeie

rcadmail@rainscad.org.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for
Rains County Emergency Services District No.1 at 903-473-2381 or




